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AroMnia,  Jane  Sih,  1786. 
IK  Doctor,  ^ 

I  left  Hartford  last  Week  on  Wednesday  eveningy  and  am  now 
on  mj  Jeumey  to  Wjominj^.  I  ezpeet  yon  have  reoeiFod  my 
Letter  of  the  3d  Inst,  in  wbieh  I  informed  yon  that  Oongreai  havo 
Accepted  the  Cestioos  from  OoDneetient.  I  expect  that  to  he  a 
Confirmation  of  onr  Title.  Nothing  &rther  Done  in  Assembly 
respecting  Wyoming  affftirs-^it's  thought  best  by  friends  to  rest 
qoiet  at  Present— 4o  hold  &st  to  onr  Piuchase,  &o. 

I  have  been  to  Windham ;  Esq.  Gray  had  no  Blank  Certificates. 
I  send  yon  ten  full  Shares,  from  No.  140  to  149  Inclnded.  I  take 
a  reoeipt  from  Bbq.  Beach,  and  expect  he  will  take  one  from  yon ; 
he  will  also  send  yon  15  shares^  to  make  25  in  the  whole. 

Bsq.  Gray  tUnks  best  to  issne  no  more  Oertiisates  at  Present^  as 
800  have  already  been  Delivered  to  the  Com'tee.  Should  it  be 
l(SoeflBary>  others  may  be  Issned  hereafter.  Ifs  best  to  taka  C^re 
kow  iMds  are  Deq>osed  of.  I  expect  that  many  Certificates  hata 
l^een  giTon  ont  that  will  answer  bat  a  small  Purpose  to  the  Company. 
I  Smi  that  £aq.  Gray  has  given  ont'near  50  faiJf  Shaijas  to  Persona 
to  repair  to  W|0|Diag  and  Contuiae  thine  yeann-tbat  no  Gonditioii 
is  mentioned  in  the  Certificate — that  not  more  than  7  of  those 
Persons  are  in  that  County,  which  I  Conoeive  to  be  an  argument 
that  it's  best  to  be  oarefal.'  The  400  half  Shares  are  not  all  taken 
up— it's  thought  best  to  fill  them — ^let  those  that  are  disposed  to 
become  Adventnrers  have  a  recommendation  to  repair  to  Wyoming, 
toreoeive  Osrtifioates  from  the  Com' tee  on  the  Spot;  which  may 
prevent  trouble  hereafter.  I  would  wish  to  have  every  Plan  p«t  ua 
Execution  to  get  on  SetUers. 

'^  I  hope  you  will  Procure  the  Physiok  and  Pills  you  talked  of  at 
**  Hartford,  and  send  the  same  en.  I  can  administer  them  if  Neces- 
**  sary,  though  I  have  not  the  Theory  of  Pbysick,  I  Profess  to  know 
^  something  of  Practice.'*  By  late  Accounts  from  Wyoming  I  hear 
that  a  Justice  of  Peace,  a  Sheriff  and  one  other  Person  as  Assistant, 
all  from  Sunberry,  have  lately  been  in  the  Settlement  to  Execute 
Warranto  against  those  that  neglected  to  give  Bail  for  good  Beha- 
viov,  but  met  with  Peer  Sneeess,  that  attempting  to  take  one  of. 
onr  Parly  the  Sheriff's  Bully  Presented  a  Pistol  and  Demanded  a 
Surrender,  but  however,  the  Bully  received  a  fiogging,  and  the 
wkola  havis  retanMd  to  Sonberry  to  make  report.  As  I  had  the 
news  from  a  Second  hand  I  cannot  give  the  Partienlars.    I  expe^ 
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ihey  will  use  every  Plan  to  ezeotite  their  Laws ;  tbej  appear  more 
fond  of  fighting  us  with  their  Law  Books  than  with  Rifles,  though 
they  appear  fond  of  the  latter  as  often  as  they  ean  find  us  in  a 
Defenoeless  Situation,  and  more  especially  when  they  have  only 
Women  and  Ohildren  to  oppose  them.  I  shall  make  a  List  of  those 
that  have  taken  Certificates  for  Rights  as  soon -as  may  be,  after  I 
return,  and  shall  endeavor  to  let  you  know  the  number  of  those  that 
have  taken  Certificates  from  you,  and  are  on  the  Spot. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 
&  humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
IKrectedf 
Doct.  J(teeph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  York. 


Circular. 

SSOUBTARY  OF  OONGBB88  TO  P&BS.  FftANKLIK,   1786. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congnas,  June  Qth,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  endoaed 
two  copies  of  the  oontinnation  of  the  Journal  from  3d  of  Maroh  to 
2d  instant,  one  for  the  Legislative,  the  other  for  the  Bzeonttve 
branch  of  Government,  and  also  two  copies  of  the  treaty  of  oommoroo 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  hi« 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Ezcellencys  most  obedient,  & 
Most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Direetedy 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Drltcatbs  in  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklik,  1786, 

J,,  New  York,  9th  June,  1786. 

oir^ 

Yeaterday  we  had  the  Honour  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  4th  Instant  We  went  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  this  State 
with  the  Communications  committed  to  us,  but  His  Exeelleney  tho' 
daily  expected,  is  not  returned  from  a  Journey  northward  on  whidh 
iif  set  out  some  weeks  ago. 
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ne  SMflfrtev  from  OooMotieiit  being  .mbieiit  inm  Ctetigrow;  m 
kAT»  tnosmitted  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  one  of  ihoee  Delcgetoe  (wbe  we 
vndentuid  to  be  mko  ft  Member  of  the  Legbleture  and  bow  et 
HntlordO  a  Copj  of  your  Szoelienoj's  Letter  of  the  4th  Isalftiit^ 
ezoept  the  cautionary  Part  respecting  the  intereepted  Letter-— aleo 
a  Gopy  of  Mr.  Shaw's  Letter  to  yonr  BzeeUeney,  leaving  out  the 
name  of  the  writer  of  the  intercepted  Letter^  and  the  name  of  the 
Person  to  whom  it  was  direeted. 

This  morning  Dr.  Johnson  has  reenmed  his  Seat  in  Oongiees 
We  have  ooroDinnioated  to  him  the  Oontents  of  yonr  Ezeelleney's 
Letter  &  Indoenres.  He  expresses  great  Concern  that  the  Distno- 
tions  in  Pennsylvania  are  thns  Continued,  but  seems  very  confident 
that  the  State  of  Oonoeoticut  will  discountenance  it's  Oitnens  in  all 
Ihrther  pnrsoit  of  Claims  in  Pennsylvania  otiier  than  such  as  the 
Laws  and  Policy  of  the  latter  shall  warrant.  He  has  not  lately  been 
at  Hartford  where  the  Legislature  are  now  sittittg,  but  says  he  is 
well  informed  that  the  Act  of  Congress  respecting  their  proposed 
Geeaion  will  enable  the  State  to  induce  the  Susqaehanna  Company 
to  transfer  their  views  from  Pennsylvania  to  a  more  westsm 
CSonmtiy.  This  done  the  Insurgency  in  Pensa.  will  probably 
subside. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Tour  Bzcellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servants, 

OHA.  PBTTIT, 
JOHN  BATABD. 
Diretted, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Treaty  with  Prussia,  1786. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled. 
To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  oomci  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  amity  and  oommeioe,  between  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Prassia,  and  the  United  States  of  Americay  was  concluded  and 
signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  i^  the  said  United  States^  and  by 
the  plenipotentiary  of  his  said  majesty,  duly  and  respectively  au- 
thorised for  that  purpose,  at  the  places  of  their  respective  residence, 
and  at  the  dates  expressed  under  their  several  signatares,  which  said 
treaty,  written  both  in  the  American  and  French  languages,  is  (in 
the  AsMrican)  in  the  wwLs  following,  to  wit,    ' 

A  Tieaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of 

Prussia^  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Hie  majesty  the  king  cf  Prussia,  and  the  United  States  of 
Americai  desiring  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable  manner,  the 
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folM  to  be  tlbmrvtA  io  the  itttemrarae  And  oomiawe  tkftj  4ltaire 
to  establish  between  their  reepeefeive  couniriesi  his  majeely  «d4  the 
Umted  States  have  judged  that  the  said  eml  cannot  be  belter 
obtaiiied  than  by  taking  the  meet  perfiMt  equality  and  reeiproei^ 
for  tbe  basis  of  their  agreement. 

With  this  view  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prossia  has  nominaited 
and  eonstitnted  as  his  plenipotentiary,  Sie  baron  Frediaridc  Wiliiam 
de  Thulemier,  his  privy  counsellor  of  embassy,  and  envoy  extraer- 
^Imary,  with  their  high  mightinesses  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  Staites,  have  on  their  party  giveii  Ml 
powers  to  John  Adams,  esquire,  late  one  of  their  miaistera  pieaipe* 
eentlary  for  negoeiatiug  a  peace,  heretofore  a  delegate  in  Oongyeas 
from  the  state  of  Masineboaetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  same,  and 
now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  with  his  Britannao 
majesty ;  dootor  Beojamin  Franklin,  late  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  conrt  of  Versailles,  and  another  of  their  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary for  negocialaiig  a  peace;  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  heretofore  a 
dogate  in  Congress,'  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  and  governor  of 
the  said  states  and  now  miniater  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
A^tes  at  the  court  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  which  respeetive 
plenipotentiaries,  after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  and  on 
mature  deliberation,  have  concluded,  settled  and  signed  the  fol- 
lowing articles. 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace  and 
sincere  friendship  between  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  his  heirs, 
sueeesaoss  and  subjeets,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  their  citisens  on  the  other,  without  exceptions  of 
persons  or  places. 

Art  2.  The  subjects  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  may 
frequent  all  the  coasts  and  oountriest>f  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce^  mannfrctures  and 
merchandise ;  and  shall  pay  within  the  said  United  States  no  other 
or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  whatsoever  than  the  most  favored 
nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  privileges  and  exemptions  in  navigation  and  commerce, 
wSieh  the  roost  favored  natiein  does  or  shall  enjoy  $  submitting 
ehemselves,  nevertholess  to  the  laws  and  nsages  there  eatablished^ 
and  to  which  are  submitted  the  eitiieos  of  the  Urated  Statesy  and 
tlie  eitieeos  and  subjects  of  the  most  favoied  natioos. 

Art,  S.  [n  Mke  manner  the  citiiena  of  the  United  States  at 
America  may  freqnent  all  the  coasts  and  oonntries  of  his  majestj 
the  king  of  Prussia,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  pto> 
duoe,  manu&otures  and  merchandise,  and  shall  pay  in  the  domibiettB 
of  his  said  majesty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges  or  fees  what- 
soever, than  the  most  favored  nation  is  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay; 
and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  exemptions  in 
navigation  and  commerce  which  the  most  favored  nation  does  or 
shall  enjoy;  submitting  themsdves  nevertheless  to  the  kwa  and 
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I  «rtBUiiMI,  ftMto  wMdi  kt«  wnkmimi  thtiitJuHirf 
«» ivjwij  ike  kisgoC  Pranift,  nd  tlM  iobltolt  tad  flikifiiii  of  *« 
Mask  liMrwred  iMUieM. 

Af^  4.  Mora  MpMially  Mdi  fmiy  AM  ks¥B  t  lighl  to  oitfy 
liithr  own  pfodooOy  vanoibetiireft  and  aerabaiidiM,  in  tiioir  t>WB  «r 
flay  other  veflMlfl  io  ooy  pMti  of  ibo  dooiioioDt  of  Ibe  Mh»^  mhtm 
it  flkiU  Im  iawlfll  for  «U  the  MibJMlf  or  eldMflfl  of  tbol  otior,  freefy 
topwohM^ihem;  modlhoMOto  tako  ibe  pradttoe,  mMnibotam  mud 
vmnkmnAe  of  Ike  eilier^irldoh  dl  the  nid  oiliieaB  or  M^}eels  aliell 
in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  pajing  in  both  euetiMi  dntieiy 
•hrgfli  and  fces  only,  as  ate  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  moat  ftiipored 
aatkMi.  NoreiOhakflS  the  kiog  of  ProMia  dlid  the  United  8l«M, 
and  «a^  of  them,  reterre  to  thenMolvee  the  right  where  any  aation 
leotaaina  the  tranoporUtion  of  meNbandise  to  the  veeMla  of  the 
oomMiy  of  whieh  itie  the  growth  or  mMiiiiMtoffe,  to  ertahliii  sgi^nit 
Midi  nation  retaKatfng  Tegoktiene;  and  ako  the  right  to  pv&iidt, 
in  their  teepeetiiw  coontriMy  the  importation  and  ezperlatien  of  all 
Morohnp^fiae  whatooerer,  When  reaBono  of  atate  shall  rsqnifo  it.  In 
ahia  ana  the  anhjeota  or  dtiieoe  ol  either  of  the  oontraotiag  parties 
flhall  not  import  nor  export  the  merehwndise  prshihised  by  the  other; 
bn*  if  one  of  the  oontiaeting  parties  permits  any  other  naUen  to 
import  ar  eswirt  tin  saoM  merehiadise^  the  ettiaeas  or  sabots  ef 
the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  aaaM  liberty. 

ArU  5.  The  merehaiits,  oommsnders  of  resseb,  or  other  snbjeoli 
mr  eitiasna  of  either  party,  shall  not,  within  the  ports  or  jsaiaiiotioa 
of  the  other  be  foreed  to  onload  any  sort  of  mershandiss  into  any 
ntimr  resasls,  nor  to  reoeiro  them  into  their  own,  nor  to  wait  for 
their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  pissae. 

Ah.  6.  That  the  vessels  of  either  psrty  loading  within  the  pMs 
or  juiMietion  of  the  other,  may  not  hensslemly  haramed  or  detained, 
H  is  agiaed  that  aH  esamhiatloas  of  goods  rsquifBd  hy  the  kwa, 
nhail  he  made  before  they  are  laden  on  board  the^esssl,  and  that 
there  shall  be  neexaminatiott  after;  nor  shall  the  iressel  he  searohed 
at  any  time,  nnlees  articles  shall  have  been  laden  therein  elandea- . 
thioly  and  illegally,  in  which  case  the  peraon  by  whose  oider  they 
naro  oanMI  on  board>  or  who  carried  them  withont  order,  shall  be 
Nable  to  the  laws^f  the  hmd  in  whieh  ho is^  bat  noother  |>ema 
shall  be  molssted,  nor  shsti  any  other  goods,  nor  the  f  esisl  he  seiaod 
or  detained  for  that  caaso. 

A^  1.  Bseh  party  shall  endearonr^  by  ail  the  means  in  thek 
-power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels  snd  other  eints  belonging 
to  thooMsene  or  snlijeets  of  the  other,  whioh  ehaU  be  within  thh 
watant  of  their  Jmtsdhitlon,  by  sea  or  by  land ;  and  shdl  asoall  thslr 
aibrai  toiaeovor,  and  eaase  to  be  restersd  to  their  light  ownem^ 
thdr  vessels  and  efihets  which  shall  be  taken  ftom  them  within  tht 
aatevt  af  thehr  said  jnriailotlon. 


Art.  8.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citisens  of  either  party^ 
Bilag  on  any  oosat  behi^glng  to  the  other;  I 


p  hot  not  wSling  to  enter 
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Jolt  poHrOr  befag  mItwA  kitb  ftort^  ftt4«cl  willt^  to  wl<ri  ftWr 
Qiv|Mt^  bre^  Mk|  tbdi  hftt«  libtrty  t^dopan  i&d  i»  psim 
their  Toysge  without  molestation  and  without  being  obliged  t»  raadar 
jaeooonft  of  tbeir  oaige,  or  to  p^r  any  d«lieB,  obargea  o^  feea  wtaatao- 
«?er,  eseept  idioae  eatabliabed  for  Teaaela  entered  iafto  pert,  wui 
ftp|HPO|mated  to  th6  maintainanee  of  the  pert  iteelf|^  or  of  other 
eeubhehmente  for  the  ealety  and  oonYettienee  of  navigators,  whieb 
diiutiea»  ehirges  and  fees  shaQ  be  the  aane,  and  shall  be  paid  m  ikb 
same  footag  as  in  the  ease  of  salijeeta  and  oitiaens  of  the  eemtry 
.where  they  are  established. 

•  An*  9.  When  any  vessel  of  either  party  shall  be  wreohedi  fooft- 
deied,  or  otherwne  daaaaged  on  the  ooaste,  or  within  the  dominion 
jof  the  othoTi  their  respeotive  safajeeta  or  oitiiens  diall  rseeiYe,  as 
well  (at  tbemseWes  as  for  thefar  vessels  and  effsels,  the  same  assist- 
laaee  wbioh  wonld  be  doe  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  oonntry  when 
the  damage  happetts,  and  drall  pny  the  same  ehwges  and  dnes  only 
0M  the  B^  tBhabitants  wenhi  be  subject  to  pay  in  a  like  ease ;  and 
if  the  operations  of  repair  shall  reaoire  that  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  their  eaigo  be  unladed,  they  shall  pay  no  daties,  ohama  or  tes 
im  the  part  wbioh  they  ^nll  relade  and  oarry  away.  The  nneiettt 
and  barbarens  right -to  wroeks  of  the  sea  shall  be  entirely  abolished, 
with  rsspeet  to  ^sntjeotsor  eitteeneof  the  two  oontraoting  parties. 
An.  10.  The  eitiaens  or  snfa|eots  of  eaoh  party  shall  haTo  power 
to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  within  the  jarisdietion  of  the  oUioti 
^y  testament,  donatioD  or  otherwise;  and  their  reprssenlativea, 
being  subjeeta  or  eitiiens  .of  the  other  party,  ehall  snoeeed  to  their 
said  personal  goods,  whether  by  testament  or  eA  M<e«taA^  and  may 
take  possession  thereof,  either  by  tfaemeeWes  or  by  others  aoting  tit 
Ihem,  and  dispose  of  the  same  nt  their  will,  paying  anoh  dues  only 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  oonntry  wherein  the  said*  goods  ar*^  rfmll 
be  snbjeet  to  pay  in  like  oases;  and  in. ease  of  the  absenee  of  .the 
jwpresentati^,  eneh  eare  shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods,  and  ftit  so 
lon^  a  tisse  as  wonU  be  taken  of  the  goods  of  a  native  in  Itte  eeee, 
nntil  the  lawfol  #wner  any  t^e  meatures  for  reeeiving  tkem.  And 
if  nneslion  shall  arise  nmoog  several  claimants,  to  whici  of  then  the 
said  goods  belong,  the  same  shall  be  deoftded  finally  by  the  laws  and 
jndgee  of  the  land  wherein  the  said  goods  ars.  And  where,  on  the 
death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  within  the  territoties  of  the 
one  party,  such  real  estate  would  by  the  lawa  of  the  land  deaeend  on 
«  eitiien  or  sntjeot'of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqaaliled  by  alienage, 
#neh  snl^eet  almU  be^  allowed  a  reasoDaUe  time  to  sell  the  same,  and 
to  withdraw  the  proceeds  withont  molestation,  and  exempt  firom  aB 
i^(bts  of  detraction  on  the  part  4tf  the  gofornment  of  the  rsspeolivn 
stales.  B«t  this  nrtiele  shall  not  dero^  in  any  manner  from  dhe 
foroe  of  the  lawa  alrMdy  pnUisbed  or  hereafter  to  be  pnUished,  if 
his  mijesty  the  king  of  Pmssia,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of  hm 
^vkjeots* 
.   Ar^lh  The  ami  pcifoDt. freedom  of  eoMitf onse  aad  of  vmdup, 
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m  gmitod  IQ  diA  .cMmiw  ot  aabjasts  of  eitlMr  pir^,  withui  tim 
jorodiolioii  of  the  other,  willioot  beiog  Ittbla  to  ifinoloatatioo  in  thai 
fespoot^  lor  anj  caoio  othor  than  an  iasalt  on  the  leligioa  of  othoia 
MonDvjfw  «ihaa  t]io  Babjeota  or  oitiatns  of  the  oao  party,  ahall  die 
within  the  jviadialiott  of  tho  other,  their  bodlea  aball  bo  bamd  in 
tbenmial  hnxidnff  gronada,  oi  otiwr  4eaent  aiid  a«it^ 
ahall  be.  pvQtQoteirfrQm  violation  or  diatftrbaooe. 

ArL  12.  If  one  of  the  oontraoting  partiae  ahodd  be  engaged  in 
wmt  with  aaf  other  power»  the  free  inieroouae  and  eammeree  of  the 
ant^aetaar  fiitiaenB  of  the  party  reoiaining  naoter  with  the  beUigereat 
pnweray  ahall  not  be  interrapted*  On  the  oontrary,  in  that  oaae  aa 
in  fnll  paacey  the  veaaeki  of  the  neniml  party  may  narigata  freely  to 
and  from  the  parte  and  on  the  ooaate  of  the  belligetent  parties  free 
Teaaela  making  freegooda,  ineoauioh  that  all  thinga  ahall  be  adjudged 
fitae  whieh  ahall  boon  board  any  veaMl  belonging  to  the  neutral 
party,  althoiii^  aneh  thii:^  belong  to  an  enemy  ^f  the  other ;  and 
the  aame  freedom  ahall  be  extended  to  peraoaa  who  ahall  be  on  board 
a  free  Teasel,  altbongfa  they  abonld  be  enemiea  to  the  other  partfi 
mnleaa  they  be  aoldiaia  in  aoiual  aervioe  xd  enoh  ennny. 

Art.  13.  And  in  the  same  oaae  of  one  of  the  oontraoting  partiea 
being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  power,  to  pievani  all  the  diffi* 
enlties  and  misiuiderBtAndings  that  uanally  ariae  raapaating  the  mar* 
ohandiae  hewtofore  called  contraband,  snob  aa  arma^  ammnaitiott  and 
military  atof ea  of  every  kind,  no  aooh  articles  carried  in  tho  Teaaela^ 
or  by  tho  aabjeota  or  citizona  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  enemiea  of 
the  other^  ahidl  be  deemed  contraband,  ao  aa  to  indooe  oonfiaoation 
or  condemnation  and  a  loss  of  pxeperi^'  to  individnab.  Nefartbeleaa 
ii  shall  be  lawfnU  to  atep.anab  veaaela.and  artidea,  and  to  detain 
them  for  aach  length  of  time  aa  the  oaptcMea  may  think  naoeesary  to 
prevent  the  ineonvenience  or  damage  that  might  enano  from  their 
proeaeding,  paying  however  a  reasonable  coa^pensation  for  the  loaa 
aneh  an  arreat  diidl  ocoaaion  to  the  proprietora :  And  it  ahall  further 
be  allowed  to  nae  in  the  aerviee  of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  atorea  ao  detained,  paying  the  owners  the  fall 
value  of  the  aame,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  cnrrent  price  at  the 
plaoe  of  its  destination.  But  in  the  ease  supposed,  of  a  vessel 
stopped  for  avtioles  heretofore  deemed  contraband,  if  the  master  of 
the  vessd  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods  supposed  to  he  of  a 
contraband  nature,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the  vessel 
shall  not  in  that  case  be  canaad  into  any  port,  nor  farther  detained^ 
bat  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her. voyage. 

Art.  14.  And  in  the  same  case  where  one  of  the  parties  is  engaged 
in  war  with  another  power,  that  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may 
be  readily  and  certainly  known,  it  is  agreed,  that  they  shall  be 
provided  with  sea-letters,  or  psssports,  which  shall  express  the  name, 
the  property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  a]so  the  name  and 
diieUing  of  the  master,  which  passports  shall  be  made  out  in  good 
and  due  ibrms  (to  be  settled  by  conventions  between  the  parties 

1* 
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mbew^vBT  OQ^^mm  shtll  reqiure)  slmll  W  nmnnA  «g  ofleD  m  IIm 
neiiol  ahall  veiani  into  port;  and  ehali  ba  ocbibked  wheniMivc 
leqiuMd)  aswell  in  Ike  open  tea  as  in  port.  Bat  if  the  eaid  ^nmA 
be  aader  4xmvoj  of  one  or  more  wieda  of  war,  beioagiaf  ta  the 
neulial  party,  Uie  aiinple  dedaratioo  of  tbe  offieev  eowmaMlmg  tba 
leavjoyy  that  t^  and  Teasel  beloags  to  the  partyof  lAioh  be  ia,  shall 
be  ooDsidered  as  establiahliig  the  laot,  and  shall  t eUafa  bath  partisa 
feoai  the  trouble  of  farther^  egaminatJoB^ 

•  Mri.  15.  Aad  to  present  entirely  all  disorder  aad  vtolsooa  in  sveh 
aaaeay  it  is  attpolated,  that  when  the  vaeasb  of  the  aantnd  Vf^s 
mlhig  witkont  eonvey,  shall  be  met  by  any  mesasl  of  war,  p«blie  or 
priTato,  of  the  other  party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approaah 
within  eannon  ahot  of  the  said  nentral  vessel,  nor  send  mora  thaw 
two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  same,  to  eaaasiae  her 
aea^lettein  or  passporta.  And  all  persona  belonging  to  any  vessel 
of  war,  publio  or  private^  who  shall  molest,  or  iojnre,  in  any-  mannet 
whatever,  the  pe<^,  vessels  or  effeete  of  the  other  party,  ahall  be 
raspanstble  in  their  persona  and  property  iat  damages  and  intareat,  , 
suffioient  secority  for  whioh  ahaU  be  given  by  all  oommandna  of 
privste  armed  vessela  before  they  are  oommissioned. 

Art  16«  It  is  i^^reed  that  the  snbjeots  or  oitiaeaB  of  eaoh  of  tha 
aontraoting  parties,  their  veisele  and  effeots,  shall  not  be  liable  to 
any  amba^  or  detentioii  on  the  part  of  tbe  other,  for  any  militaij 
expedition,  or  other  publio  or  private  porpose  whatsoever.  And  in 
all  eases  of  seiiurey  detention  or  arreat,  for  debts  oontraeted  or 
eftnoes  oomoMtted  by  any  «tiaen  or  sttbjeot  of  the  one  party,  within 
the  jnriadiotion  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  made  and  proseevted 
by  order  and  anthority  of  law  only,  and  aeeording  to  the  regnlaf 
eonrse  of  ptoseedings  nsnal  in  sneh  esses. 

Art.  17.  If  any  vessel  or  effeots  of  the  nantial  power  be  takan  by; 
an  enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  that  etkeri 
they  ahall  be  broaght  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  partieoj  and 
delivered  into  the  oostody  of  the  offioers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be 
restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  dne  proof  shall  bo 
made  ooneeminff  the  pnqperty  thereof. 

Art,  18.  If  the  oitiaena  or  sabjeeta  of  either  party,  in  dsoger  Ireai 
tenqpests,  pirates,  enemies  or  other  aoeident,  shall  teke  refbge  with 
their  vessela  or  effeots.  Within  the  harbonrs  or  jorodietion  of  the 
other,  they  shall  be  received  proteoted  and  tnated  with  hnaanity 
and  kindness,  and  shall  bo  permitted  to  fnrniah  thesMelves,  at 
reaaonaUe  prioes,  with  all  refreshments,  provisions  and  other  thinfi 
neosBsary  for  ikek  sastenaaoe,  health  and  aooommodation,  and  for 
tbe  repair  of  their  veaseb. 

Art,  19.  The  vessels  of  war,  pnblio  and  private,  of  both  parties, 
shall  oany  freely  wheresoever  they  please,  the  vessela  and  eifeota  takea 
from  tkeir  enemies,  withoat  being  obliged  to  pay  anydaties,  ohargea 
or  llsea  to  offioen  of  admiralty,  of  tbe  enatoms  or  any  others,  nor 
shall  anoh  prises  be  arrested,  searohed  or  put  under  legal  prooesa 
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whenjUhfj  oooe  t«y  «Dd  •uler  Hm  povtt  «l  the  elbtr  yMty»  Iml 
ifMlf  be  iSMvied  cmt  iigMn  »l  m j  t«e  bj  their  etpCoie  to  ibe 


expressed  in  their  oommiasions,  whieh  the  oommaiidiog  oAeer  ef 
iMh  mseU  ebaU  be  obl^;ed  te  sbev.    Bat  ne  veM)  wUeh  eheU 


beire  aiede  ftiiea  on  the  sobjeote  el  b^  aoat  ehvvlieii  M^jsetj  the 
Vmg  ef  Frattee,  abail  b«re  t  riffal  ef  eeylen  ia  the  petti  er  heeeM 
e#  the  aeid  Daited  Stetee;  tad  if  aay  mnh  be  fofosd  tbern  bj 
tempeei  er  daafsrs  of  the  eeay  they  tball  be  obliged  te  dsparl  as 
eeoD  as  poaeible,  aaeeriiDf  to  the  teoor  of  the  Iveetiie  exiatiBg 
botweon  bis  said  moat  ehrielkn  aMJeatj  aad  the  taid  Uaited  Stataa. 

ArL  20.  Ne  eithm  or  aobieoi  of  either  of  the  eentvaetiBg  partiaa 
ahall  take  frona  an j  power  with  whieh  the  other  omj  be  at  war,  aay 
eoaiiniaeieii  er  letter  of  maaqve  for  anaiag  aay  woei  to  aat  aa  a 
privateer  agaioat  the  ether,  ou  pain  ef  being  poMhed  ae  a  pfiale } 
aer  ahall  either  partf  hire,  lead,  er  give  any  part  el  theit  aaval  ee 
anHtary  Ibree  to  the  enemy  of  the  othev^  to  aid  then  effBaaitely  ev 
jtefaanYely  agaiut  that  other. 

Artm  21  U  the  two  eoatraetiag  parties  sbonld  be  eagaged  ia  wai 
agaiaat  a  eemmao  enemy,  the  feUewiag  pmata  ahall  be  ebaerved 
between  theaa. 

lat  If  a  veaael  of  ene  of  the  partieBy  latakea  by  a  ptivataar  ^  the 
ether,  abail  not  bare  been  ia  peaotaaien  of  tbeetteany  aMca  thaw 
tweaty-foor  boors,  she  ahall  be  raataied  to  the  int  earner  lov  oae 
thirdof  the  valae  of  the  Teasel  aadeargo;  bvtilsheshaU  bavebeew 
more  than  twenty-fiMir  bawni  in  peseessiea  of  the  enemy,  she  shall 
bsloag  wholly  te  the  reoapter.  2d.  If  ia  theeameeasethereosptare 
wwa  by  a  pnblio  ▼eeeel  of  war  ef  the  one  psrty,  restitoitiea  shaB  be 
.  wmde  to  the  owner  for  ene  thirtieth  part  of  the  valae  el  the  Tihael 
and  oaigo,  ii  she  shall  not  have  beea  in  the  ppmesaien  ef  tfie  enemy 
aMve  IMD  tweaty-feur  hoara,  and  oae  tenth  of  the  aaid  mlae  where 
she  ifaail  have  been  longer,  which  soma  shall  be  distribnted  in 
gaataitiestothe  noaptore.  dd.  The  reatttntion  ia  the  oaaw  afbee- 
aaidy  shaM  be  after  dae  preel.  of  property,  and  eovety  given  for  the 
fiBvt  te  whieh  the  teoaptors  are  eatiaed.  4tk  The  veaiekel  war, 
poblie  and  pivate,  of  the  two  parties,  ahall  be  remprooally  admittBd 
with  their  prises  into  the  respeotive  porta  of  eaeh;  bnt  the  aaid- 
priaes  ahall  aet  be  diaoharged  nor  sold  there,  until  their  legality 
ahall  have  been  deeided  aeewding  to  the  laws  and  regnlations  of  the 
statea  te  which  the  eaptor  beleagt,  bat  by  the  jndioatnres  of  the 
place  iate  which  the  prise  ahall  have  been  cendooted.  6tk  It  ahaU 
be  free  to  each  pttty  te  make  aaob  regnlationa  aa  they  ahidi  j^^ 
neeeaaary  for  the  eoadnot  ef  their  res^otive  veearis  o#  war,  piA>&e 
and  pvivate,  relative  to  the  veaaels  wbieh  they  shall  take  and  canry 
iato  ths  parte  of  the  two  partieB. 

ArL  22.  Wbere  the  partiee  ahell  have  a  common^  enemy,  or  shall 
both  be  nealval,  the  veaaels  of  war  ef  each  shall  open  all  eeoaaions 
take  oader  their  peoteetien  the  veeaels  of  the  other  going  theaame 
oeane,a&d  shall  defend  soeh  vessel  as  leag  as  ^tey  hoM  the  same 
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J  tgumak  all  feroe  and  violeiMe,  in  the  mum  omuuiw  at  they 
oogkl  to  proteet  and  defead  ▼easek  bolongiDg  to  tha  partj  of  wbioll 
tkejace. 

Art  28.  If  war  should  arise  between  the  two  eontcaotiiig  partieSi 
themerehaats  of  either  ooantry,  then  residiog  in  the  other,  shall  be 
attesred  to  veoudn  bIdo  months  to  oelleot  tbur  debts  and  settle  theit 
aflbtrai  and  may  depart  fveely,  cMTjing  off  all  their  effeota»  withoni 
BM>1astetion  or  hindnnee :  And  all  women  and  children,  seholars  of 
ev^ery  faoolty,  oaltivatorB  of  the  earth,  artiaansy  manafiMtaiars  and 
fishermen  unarmed  and  inhdi>iUng  unfortified  towns^  vilkges  or  plaae% 
aad  in  general  all  others  whoso  oooupationB  are  for  the  eommon 
snfasistonoeand  benefit  of  mankind,  shall  be  allowed  tooontinue  theiv 
nspeotiTe  employmettts,  and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  persoasy 
nor  shall  their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  nor 
their  fields  wasted  by  i&  armed  foroe  of  the  enemy,  into  whose 
power  by  the  efeats  of  war  they  may  happen  to  £r11  ;  but  if  any 
thing  is  neoeasary  to  be  taken  from  them  for  the  use  of  snoh  armed 
£Nee,  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  prioe.  And  all 
merohaat  and  trading  Tessek  employed  in  eiohanging  the  produeta 
of  different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conTO- 
ninoea  and  oomforts  of  human  life  more  esay  to  be  obtained,  and 
more  general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  free  and  unmolested,  and 
neither  of  the  eontraeting  powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  eomnua* 
sion  to  any  private  armed  vessels  empowering  them  to  take  or  deetroy 
suoh  tosding  vessels,  or  interrupt  such  oommeroe. 

Art  24t.  And  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  prisoners  of  war,  by 
sending  th0m  into  distant  and  inclement  countries,  or  by  crouding 
thm  into  olooe  and  nozioaa  pbees,  the  two  ooatsaeting  parties 
solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  that  they 
wiU  not  adopt  any  suoh  practice;  that  neither  will  send  the  prisonMS 
whom  they  may  take  from  the  other  into  the  East  Indies,  or  any 
other  parts  of  Asia  or  Africa,  but  that  they  shall  be  placed  in  some 
pert  of  their  doounioas  in  Europe  or  Ainefica,  in  wholesome  situa* 
tions,  that  they  shall  not  be  oonfined  in  dungeons,  pcison-shipa,  nor 
prisons,  nor  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwise  restrained 
in  the  use  of  their  limbs ;  that  the  officers  shall  be  enlaroed  on  thmr 
parolee  within  convenient  districts,  and  have  comfortable  quarteis, 
and  the  common  men  be  disposed  in  oantonments,  open  and  exten- 
sive enough  for  air  and  exercise,  aiid  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy 
and  good  as  are  provided  by  the  party  in  whoee  power  they  are  for 
their  own  troope ;  that  the  officers  shall  also  be  daily  furnished  by 
the  par^  in  whose  power  they  are,  with  as  many  ratbna,  and  of  the 
same  artioles.and  qnality,  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either  in  kind  or 
by  commutation,  to  officers  of  equal  rank  in  their  own  army ;  and 
all  others  shall  be  daily  famished  by  them  with  such  ration  as  they 
allow  to  a  common  soldier  in  their  own  service;  the  value  whereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  other  party  on  a  mutual  adjustmenl  of  aooounts 
for  the  sttbsistanoe  of  prisoners  at  tbe  dose  of  the  war;  and  the  said 
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wMQottki  AM  Do4  he  mingled  wilb^  or  mH  off  afuasi  aay  •Umti  tt9r 
ibe  balaooes  dae  on  tlMsm,  be  withheld  ts  » tftlbfiMtion  or  wyiiiel 
lor  any  other  artiole,  or  for  anj  other  oansey  real  or  pretended, 
whatever;  that  eaoh  parly  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  eommiBsary  of 
prisonerB  of  their  own  appcnatmenty  with  eyery  eeparete  oaDtonment 
of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  other,  which  commissavy  shall  see 
the  prisoners  as  often  as  he  pleases,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  and 
distribute  whatever  comforts  may  be  sent  to  them  by  their  friends, 
and  shall  be  free  to  make  his  reports  in  open  letters  to  those  who 
employ  him ;  bat  if  any  officer  shall  break  his  parole,  or  any  other 
prisoner  shall  escape  fitnn  the  limits  of  hb  eantODmeiit,  afti^  they 
shall  have  been  designated  to  him,  snch  individual  offioer  or  other 
prisoner,  shall  forfeit  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  this  artiolo  as  pre* 
vides  for  his  enlargement  on  parole  or  cantonemeot.  And  it  is 
declared,  that  neith^  the  pretence  that  war  dissolves  all  treatieB, 
nor  any  other  pretence  whatever,  shall  be  considered  as  auulling  or 
suspending  this  and  the  next  preceding  article,  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  state  of  war  is  precisely  that  for  which  they  ass  provided, 
.  and  during  which  they  are  to  be  as  sacredly  observed  as  the  moat 
acknowledged  articles  in  the  law  of  nature  or  nations. 

Art  25.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls,  vice-consuls, 
agents  and  commissaries  of  their  own  appointment,  whose  functions 
ahall  be  regulated  by  particular  agreement  whenever  eaoh  party  shaQ 
ohuse  to  make  such  appointment ;  but  if  any  such  consuls  shall  ex- 
ereise  commerce,  they  shall  be  submitted  to  the  same  laws  and  usages 
to  which  the  private  .individuals  of  their  nation  are  submitted  in  the 
same  place. 

Art.  26.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  to  any  other  nation, 
any  particular  favour  in  navigation  or  commerce,  it  shall  immediately 
become  common  to  the  other  party,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted 
to  sneh  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensatioii  when  suck 
nation  does  the  same. 

An.  27.  His  majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  agree  that  this  treaty  shall  be  in  foroe  during  the  term 
of  ten  years  from  the  exdiange  of  ratifications,  and  if  the  expiration 
of  that  term  should  happen  during  the  course  of  t  war  between  theB| 
then  the  articles  before  provided  for  the  regulation  of  their  conduct 
during  sudi  a  war,  shall  continue  in  foroe  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  which  shall  re-establish  peace ;  and  that  this  treaty  shall  be 
ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  om 
year  from  the  day  of  its  signature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  before  mesttoned, 
have  hereto  subsoribed  their  names  and  aflixed  their  seals,  at  the 
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pkeM  «€  tbMr  nspeetive  vtmdeDM,  «iid  «t  the  ditto  ex)»N«Mi  iittdtr 
•beif  aev^rftl  tigDatures. 

F.  O.  DB  THULBMEIR, 
k  U  Htge  le  10  Septoabre^  1T85. 

[L.  8.]  [l"  S.]  [L.  8.] 

THO.  JEFFERSON,    B.  FRANKLIN,     JOHN  ADAMS, 
Paris,  July  28,  Passv,  July  9,         London,  Aug.  5, 

1785.  1785.  1785. 

NOW  KNOW  TE,  That  we,  the  Said  United  States  in  Gongreas 
assembled,' having  considered  and  approved,  do  hereby  ratify  and 
covfinn  the  said  treaty,  and  every  artiele  and  clause  therein  contained. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  onr  seal  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  ijforham,  onr  chairman  in  the 
absence  of  His  Excellency  John  Hanoo<^,  out  president,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  and  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty, 
the  tenth. 

OHAS.  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 


P&BS.    F&ANKLIN   TO    JOHK   FrANELIN,  &0.y    OF    WTaMINOi, 

i78e. 

In  Govicil,  Philad*,  Jane  11, 1786. 

Oentlemen, 

I  received  in  its  time  your  Letter  of  the  25th  ^  February  last, 
written  in  bebalf  of  the  People  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  requesting 
a  Protection  of  Qovemment  f(«r  an  Agent  who  might  be  sent  hither, 
to  explain  yoar  Orieranees,  &o.  The  Request  appeared  to  us  to  be 
reasonable,  and  such  a  Protection  would  have  been  immediately  sent, 
drat  that  we  were  told  the  Gentleman  who  brought  your  Letter, 
Oaptain  Sohot,  being  in  Town,  and  well  acquainted  with  yoor 
AffiuTS,  the  giving  him  a  Hearing  might  possibly  answer  your  par- 
pose  as  well,  and  spare  yon  the  Expence  &  Trouble  of  sending  a 
apeoial  Agent.  He  was  accordingly  heard  before  the  Oounoil,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  separately  with  several  of  the 
Members  as  well  as  with  the  Members  of  Assembly,  and  gave  id 
elear  and  so  afifoedng  an  Account,  of  the  situation  of  your  reopk, 
their  present  Disposition,  and  former  Sufferings,  as  enoltn'd  tbe 
OovenmieDt  in  general  to  show  them  every  kind  of  reasonable 
Favour.  The  Aiwembly  aeoordingly  took  the  necessary  previoua 
steps  for  a  Compliance  with  your  Request  respecting  a  separate 
County  which  will  probably  be  compleated  at  their  next  Session. 
But  as  there  may  be  other  Matters  necessary  to  be  considered  and 
discussed,  in  order  to  establish  solid  and  lasting  Quiet,  the  Council 


waxmnAVUsuL  abohew  ubl  » 


ham*iMimigoA  Moitit ttigM ilill  bi obAiI  if  jmm <wt Proponl 
ofttendingsaAgeDt  UtWrireroftgned  to,  aiidil«iieor]M»e  obwwa 
&  appointed  by  the  People  should  aooordingly  be  here  aboat  the 
bcgmniag  of  the  Senhm,  whieh  was  ixt  for  ike  22d  of  AiigiMt  next. 
Toa  »ay  thereifore  nowaeqamt  tke  Setden,  tint  apon  Infonaatioli 
of  aaeh  AppointmoDt,  a  PiSBport  or  Safe  Goodnet  osder  the  grattt 
fiealy  for  the  Person  or  Peraaoa  lo  appoinled  ahall  be  sent  to  yoq, 
giTiBg  him  or  ^em  peifeot  aeoority  tn  eomiog,  reaidiog  here,  and 
letoming,  from  all  Arreats  or  aiiita  of  any  kind,  and  fail  Freedom  A 
Psrotaetion  from  every  Hindranooy  Beitrdnt  or  Moleetation  whatao- 


Be  aflBored,  GesilemeD,  thiit  it  irili  be  a  great  PleaMm  to  th^ 
whole  Goanetl,  aa  widl  as  to  rnywH  n  partioular,  if  we  can  be  ioati«- 
mentil  by  jost  A  reasonable  Measures,  in  promoting  the  Happineii 
of  so  great^a  Body  of  ioor  People  as  the  Settlers  at  Wyoniag  eoasist 
of. 

I  arm,  GkBtlemea, 

Tonr  Priend  and  hnmble  Sery*. 

B.  FRANKLIN,*  President. 
Direciedj 
Messrs.  John  Franklin,  Wm.  Hooker  Smith  &  John  Jenkins. 


Bbport  oif  BoAUD  OF  Tmasitry  to  Congress,  1786. 

Board  of  Treasury,  June  22, 1786. 
Sir, 

We  do  ourselves  the  honour  of  submitting,  through  your  Excel- 
lency, to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the  report  of  this  Board  oo 
the  requisition  of  the  present  year.  ^From  this.  Congress  will 
observe,  that  the  sum  of  2,170;337  dollars  is  necessary  to  be  raised 
by  this  requisition  in  actual  specie,  out  of  which  no  less  a  sum  than 
1,724,426  dollars  are  due  on  the  foreign  debt 

If  it  be  asked,  what  expectations  there  are  that  the  several  states 
will  raise,  by  the  ordinarv  mode  of  req[uisition,  the  sums  required 
by  the  proposed  report,  tne  answer  obviously  is,  That  no  reasonable 
hope  of  this  nature  can  possibly  exist ;  for,  exclusive  of  the  sum 
last  mentioned,  almost  the  whole  of  the  specie  required  by  the 
requisition  of  the  27th  September  last,  which  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars,  is  still  unpaid,  though  the  period  of  payment 
was  fixed  for  the  Ist  of  May  last;  together  with  a  specie  balance  due  on 
the  requisition  of  the  27th  of  April,  1784,  of  about  one  million  of 
dollars ;  so  that  the  actual  sum  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
several  states,  into  the  public  treasury,  before  the  first  of  January 
next,  is  at  least  3,700,000  dollars. 

^  *  See  GoL  Bee.,  ¥eL  XV.,  p.  96, 86. 
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«8¥6val  fltetea  for  oanryiog  into  ezeeutioii  ilia  last  nqoaitioD)  we  fiftd 
Omt, 

New-'Hunpsbire  did,  od  the  20tlt  of  Febraery  last,  paai  tm  ae( 
lor  ndaiDg  and  pa]riDg  into  the  general  treaenry,  on  or  befere  the 
,  fot  day  of  May  next,  the  snm  of  85,000  dolfaun,  being  the  apeoie 
proportion  of  that  atate'a  quota  on  the  reflaiaition  of  the  27tb  Sep- 
tember la^t;  but  no  provision  is  made  by  the  eaid  law  for  famishing 
her  proportion  of  indents  of  interest. 

Thai  Massaohnaetta  did,  on  the  28il  Mareh,  1786,  paaa  an  aot 
for  oomplying  with  the  requisition  of  Gongreas  of  the  27th  September 
laat,  ezpeeting  that  the  proportion  to  be  paid  in  apeeie,  ia  not  re- 

J aired  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasary,  before  the  first  day  of 
annary,  1787. 

That  Bhode-Island  did,  in  the  month  of  Oetober  laat,  pass  an  aot 
in  oomplianoe  with  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  laat. 

That  Oonneoticut  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  board, 
passed  any  act  in  oomplianoe  with  the  said  requisition. 

That  New-Tork  baa,  by  their  aot  of  the  20th  April,  1786,  direct- 
ed  their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasury,  oh  or  before  the 
first  of  May  next,  the  sum  of  85,495  dollars,  beine  their  specie 
proportion  of  the  last  requisition,  and  the  balance  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  60-90ths  in 
indents  of  interest,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  next;  but  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  said  aot,  that  any  funds  are  specified,  or  tax 
laid,  for  producing  the  sums  above  mentioned. 

That  the  state  of  New-Jersey  has  not  passed  any  aot  in  purauance 
of  the  requisition  of  the  27th  September  last. 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  has,  by  their  act  of  the  8th  March, 
1786,  directed  their  treasurer  to  pay,  to  the  order  of  the  United 
States,  such  a  sum  in  specie,  as,  together  with  the  sums  paid  on 
account  of  the  requisition  of  the  27  th  and  28th  of  April,  1784,  and 
27th  September,  1785,  would  make  the  sum  of  557,091  dollars  in 
specie,  and  the  further  sum  of  593,684  dollars  in  receipts,  or  cer- 
tificates of  interest;  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  sum  directed 
to  be  paid  by  discounts  in  interest,  is  86,057  dollars  more  than  the 
state  has  a  right  to  avail  itself  of  on  the  requisitions  of  the  4th  Sep- 
tember, 1782,  27th  April,  1784.  and  27th  September,  1785 ;  and 
that  the  amount  directed  to  be  paid  is  short  (by  the  above  men- 
tioned overplus  in  indents  of  interest^  of  the  actual  sum  in  specie 
required  of  that  state,  by  the  requisitions  of  the  27th  and  28th 
April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785. 

That  the  state  of  Delaware,  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  thu 
board,  passed  any  act  in  pursuance  of  the  last  requisition. 

That  the  state  of  Maryland  did,  at  their  last  sessions,  pass  an  act 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  94,850  dollars  in  specie^ 
(being  the  proportion  of  the  specie  required  of  that  state  by  the 
requisition  of  the  27th  September  last|)  but  it  does  not  i^pear  that 
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ftvj  pfOTiMOD  kasieM  »«dft  by  Hhm  iaid  0laie  Ibr  the  ptjmtnt  «f 
Ihe  indents  of  interest  reqaired  bj  the  Mdd  reqvtsition. 

That  the  ettte  of  Virginia  did,  on  the  2 let  of  Jannarj  ket,  paie 
»  aet  in  fiH  e^mpiiaiiee  with  the  last  reqaisMon. 

That  the  Bt»le  of  North-Garoiina  has  net,  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  hoaid,  passed  any  s«t  in  oomfrfianoe  with  the  reqoisilioB  of  the 
27tb  September  last.  By  an  extract  of  an  aot  of  the  legislatote  «f 
the  said  state,  passed  en  the  29th  Deeenber  last,  and  traasnitted 
to  this  beard  by  bis  Exoelleney  Oovemor  Okewell,  it  appears,  thai 
the  said  state  has  directed  1400  hogsheads  of  tobacoo  to  be  pav 
ohaaed  in  the  present  year;  the  proceeds  of  which  are  to  be  paid 
into  the  general  tteasory  on  accovnt  of  ^at  state's  qaola  of  tha 
debts  of  the  Unttid  States;  bnt  it  is  not  expressed  by  the  said  ad 
lor  what  requisition  this  provision  is  intended.  The  monies  arisiBf 
from  the  sale  of  this  tobacco,  and  paid  into  the  ffcoetal  trcasary^ 
wfll  of  comse  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  North-Garolina, 
on  tiia  requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784,  on  whioh  na 
payment  appears  to  hafw  been  made. 

That  the  state  of  Sonth-Oarelina  has  credit  in  the  tteasnry  hooka 
fw  the  earn  of  415,514  deUars,  which  exceeds  by  85,916  dollara 
^  SOBS  requirad  of  that  state  to  complete  her  quota  of  the  requi-^ 
siticM  of  the  27th  and  28tfa  April,  1784,  and  27th  of  September, 
1785. 

That  the  state  ef  Oeorgia  did,  on  the  IBth  of  February  last,  pass 
an  act  directing  their  treasurer  to  pay  into  the  general  treasuiy,  the- 
quotas  assigned  to  that  state  by  the  resolyes  of  the  4th  September, 
1782,  27th  and  2dth  April,  1784,  and  27th  September,  1785;  but 
as  the  said  laws  refer  to  a  revenue  act,  (of  which  a  copy  has  not 
been  txaasmitted,)  the  board  cannot  determine  how  far  the  compli* 
ance  of  the  said  state  will  be  operative. 

From  the  above  statement  it  appears,  that  seven  states,  namely^ 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Jsland,  New- York,  Mary- 
land, Virginia  &  Oeorgia,  have  passed  acts  directing  the  payment  of 
the  full  sums  in  specie  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  27th 
September,  1785 ;  for  akhoogh  the  state  of  PMansyWaiiia  has,  by 
thm  act  above  mentioned,  direeted  a  certain  sum  in  specie  to  be 
paid  into' the  geaenl  treasury,  on  account  of  the  requisitions  for  the 
yeaxa  1784,  .and  1785,  the  sum  specified  in  the  aot  for  this  purpose, 
&U8  abort  by  86,657  dollars  (as  has  been  before  observed)  of  the 
ann  necessary  to  complete  ike  lequisitiiNi  of  the  27th  September 
Isst. 

That  six  states,  namely,  Massachusetts,  Bhod^Island,  New-Terk, 
y irgiaia  and  Georgia,  have  directed  the  whole  payment  of  the  sum 
called  for  by  the  last  requisition. 

That  £enr  states,  namely,  Conueotiout,  New- Jersey,  Pelaware  mid 
North-Carolina,  have  passed  no  acts  (so  far  aa  the  informatieii  of 
this  beard  extends)  in  compliance  with  the  same. 

That  from  IhestaU  ef  fiouth-Oatoliiia,  (though  aha  ia  quota'd 
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fa  Um  kei  r«|«t«liMi)  from  the  fi^lt  ateteii  ia  A9  Anner  pwfc  •! 
ihifl  letter,  no  ptyiiMot  can  be  expected. 

As  to  tha  efficaoy  of  the  fands  which  the  different  atatee  lelj 
on  for  enabling  them  to  fiiraMh  their  9Bsp&Mw9  ^o(ta%  it  is  !■>• 
peseiUe  far  this  boavd  to  form  aa  adequate  Jvdgmeivt. 

In  the  aot  of  the  state  of  New-HampdiiMi,  the  speei*  diraeted  to 
be  laiaed,  is  to  be  aasested  and  lerieii  en  the  polls  and  ratable 
estailes  within  Aat  state,  agreeably  to  the  last  proportion  of  taxes 
far  the  seYoial  towns  and  plaoea;  but  as  Uiia  board  are  net  ia  pos« 
session  of  the  lav  referred'  to,  so  as  to  aBcertain  at  wfaait  rate  the 
polb  and  r«al  property  are  rated^  and  whether  these  funds  are  b«»* 
thened  with  any  other  engagements,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
what  oao  be  expeoted  from  the  provinon  made  by  the  aet  ef  thafe 
state.  If  the  funds  are  the  same  that  have  been  relied  on  for  the 
paying  of  that  state's  quota  of  the  reqnisiiioB  of  the  27th  mmL  28tk 
April,  1784,  experience  dononstrates  that  no  ikpendenee  can  be 
plaoed  on  their  effiesoy:  For^  by  tks  abofaraet,  Na  1.  herewith 
transmitted,  it  appears  that  the  stale  of  New^Hampshire  owes,  ott 
the  reqmaition  of  1784,  the  sum  of  179,119.  82-f90ths  deUacs. 

By  the  aot  of  the  state  of  Ittaasashnsetts,  it  «ppeam^  tha*  they 
have  assessed  ea  the  diffiurent  counties  of  that  state  the  sma  of 
£a00,489  1  3  lawful  money  of  tliat  state,  out  of  which  the  sem  of 
£libfi6b,  equal  to  485,550  dollars,  (the  specie  quote  of  that  stete,) 
IS  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasuify,  on  or  be&re  the  1st  day  of 
January  next 

For  the  support  of  the  oivil  government  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  whole  sum,       ...  £25,784    1  8 

For  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their,  steto 
debt, 29,000    0  0 

For  redeeming  army  notes,  payable  1784, 1785, 
sndl78«,  .       .        -        .        .        .  100,000    0  0 

For  replacing  sums  drawn  out  of  the  treasury 
Ibr  the  support  of  the  members  of  assembly,  1,101  18  0 

It  does  not  appear  by  this  aet,  that  any  pefsfenoe  in  payment  is 
to  be  given  to  the  r eqeisition  ef  Ooagress,  and  of  eowrse  as  moss  dna 
one  msiety  of  the  whole  sum  propMed  to  be  raised  for  state  pnr« 
poses,  in  which  tiie  suppoit  of  the  government,  and  the  partieokv 
interest  of  their  eitiaens  is  eoncemed,  it  may  be  iaforrsd  (from  the 
general  conduct  of  the  several  stetes)  that  the  font  monies  oolteoled 
under  the  act,  will  be  appropriated  for  the  objects  last  mentioned  s 
Of  eeurse  the  specie  paymente  of  the  requisitien  of  Ooagres  will 
be  proerastinated,  and  any  defioieney,  in  the  geaeral  tax,  will  foli  on 
that  sum  which  is  appropriated  for  foderal  pnrpeees. 

From  the  state  of  Khode*Island,  no  payment  in  speeie  can  be  ex- 
pected on  the  reqnisitioa  of  the  27th  September  last.  The  wbole 
amount  of  the  speeie  quote  on  this  aet,  is  2&,545  dollars ;  against 
wbieb  th^  afis  a«thoiiaed|  by  tlie  nsolve  of  Oeagiess  ef  the  10th 


SehriMij,  1796,  iotei  off  the  fail«ii<Mftd«e  io  the  ootliMtm  iir  oz 
teftma  in  the  aerrice  of  the  United  Stetes,  for  the  year  1781 ;  «mI 
(fu  oannnno  with  other  atatea)  the  mmovot  of  their  liqiud»tei  pay- 
ments to  invalids,  in  purananoa  of  the  ordaaanee  of  Congireaa  itf  the 
7th  Jonai  17d5|  which  pajfmenta  wall  in  eU  probability  nbaerb  the 
qpeew  aom  on  the  laai  aaaeaaroant 

Coueetioai  hating  paaaed  no  aot  in  eoaplianee  with  the  kal  rei 
qoisiUon,  nothing  ean  be  expected  ftoin  her. 

By  the  aoi  of  the  state  of  New^Tork,  ihengh  the  treaonrer  ^  thtt 
atste  ia  direeted  to  pay  in  the  fnll  proportion^  thai  atate'a  ^uretaett 
the  laat  reqnisition,  at  the  perioda  therein  apaoifiedi  no  flinds  •wn^ 
by  the  said  law  to  be  provided  for  effeeting  thia  ohjeet.  By  a  law* 
eaaoted  in  the  het  aaaaiDna  of  the  legialatuce  of  that  atate,  a  paper 
onnrency  ia  made  receiveable  in  all  taxes  wbataoever,  fiom  the  uai 
of  May  last.  From  thia  ciroumBtanee^  and  the  eorrespondeae* 
which  baa  passed  on  this  subject,  betwixt  this  board  and  the  trea^ 
anrer  of  the  state,  {oopiea  of  which  are  herewith  tnuia mkted,)  little 
dependence  can  be  pbtoed  in  reeeiviag,  in  ike  oottrae  of  the  pveaen^ 
year,  tiie  fall  specie  proportion  of  the  qnota  of  that  state. 

Jezaey  being  in  the  same  sitnatioa  with  Conneotioot,  iMMthing  eaa 
be  expected  from  that  state. 

From  Peanaylvaaia  no  farther  paymenta  in  apeoie  ean  be  expeel* 
ady  on  aceonnt  of  the  last  requisition,  till  a  diiferenoe  betwixt  a  state** 
ment  made  by  the  eomptreUer  of  that  atate  and  the  treasnry  of  tbei 
United  States,  of  payments  made  on  former  requitttiena,  la  decided 
on  the  prineipke  of  the  statemeiU  laat  mentioned.  A  copy  of 
the  oomptfoll^a  statement,  No.  2»  and  the  remarks  on  it  of  thin 
board,  No.  3,  will  explain  the  reaaon  of  diierence  in  the  two  state- 
ments. 

From  Delaware  notMi^  ia  to  be  expected,  for  the  reaaona  which 
have  been  applied  to  Gonnaetieat  and  New-Jersey. 

From  Maryland,  as  the  fonc^  apart  for  paying  the  spe^e  qnotai 
of  the  last  requisition  appear  more  defioite  and  substantial,  than  th# 
proviaion  made  by  the  acta  we  have  before  observed  on,  there  is  reason 
to  Boppose  they  will  be  more  prednctive;  though,  from  the  difficul- 
tiea  anggeated  by  the  Commisaioneia  of  the  Loan  office  of  that  atat« 
ia  hie  conre^pondenca  with  this  board,  on  the  payment  of  the  balanot 
dne  on  the  requisition  for  the  yeatr,  1784^  there  is  no  reaeoa  to  pre- 
nme  that  ahe  will  pay  in  the  present  year  the  proportion  of  apeeia 
aequired  of  her  by  the  last  reqniaiUon. 

From  Virginia,  though  the  act  directs  the  payaient  of  her  fuU 
apecie  proportion,  yet,  the  reveoue  laws  reforred  to  in  the  said  ae* 
do  not  shew  what  monies  may  be  relied  on  firom  them ;  bqb  <irom 
the  beat  informatioii  we  can  obtain  of  the  productiveneaa  of  the 
fimda  apeeified  by  their  acts,  we  have  no  reaaon  to  anppoee  that  the 
anm  in  specie  to  be  expected  from  Virginia,  on  the  preae«t  reqnialh 
tion,  will  be  more  than  half  her  apeoie  piopertion. 
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From  North^aroliDa  nolliiiig  is  to  be  expected  on  the  present  re* 
^nkition,  no  aot  having  been  passed  in  parsoance  of  it.    . 

From  South'Caroiina  no  payment  will  be  made  into  the  general 
treasurji  for  the  reasons  befbre  stated. 

From  Georgia,  the  nature  of  their  ftinds  not  being  known  to 
this  board,  no  opinion  can  be  formed  of  what  may  be  expeeted  from 
the  operation  of  their  act.  We  have  reason  however  to  fear,  that 
no  payment  will  be  made  by  that  state  in  the  present  year.  To  tha' 
femarks  naturally  resnlting  from  the  above  statement,  we  may  ven- 
ture to  add  one  general  reflection,  which  is  applicable  to  the  union 
at  large,  ^^Thtt  the  effect  of  the  present  reqniution  is  best  to  be 
jndeed  of  from  an  experience  of  the  past." 

With  ibe  requisition  of  1784,  every  state  in  the  Union  eompl!ed| 
except  North-Carolina  and  G^rgia;  with  the  present  only  eight 
slates  in  the  union  have  compli^  so  far  as  it  respects  the  specie 
payment. 

Daring  the  collection  of  the  taxes  nnder  the  requisition  for  the 
year  1784,  the  revival  of  a  paper  currency  had  few  advocates  in  the 
several  states.  At  present,  the  rage  for  another  experiment  in  this 
ftdladons  medinm  has  so  fiir  prevailed,  as  to  enter  into  the  system 
of  revenue  of  several  states.  Judging  from  the  facts  we  have 
stated,  we  do  not  conceive  it  probable,  tnat  even  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie  will  be  paid  into  the  general' 
treasury  in  the  present  year,  if  no  other  resource  is  adopted  than 
what  can  be  expected  from  the  line  of  requisition. 

These  circumstances  it  becomes  our  duty  to  state  to  Oongress,' 
that  their  wisdom  may  adopt  such  measures  as  shall  appear  most 
Hkely  to  avert  a  total  ruin  of  our  oredit  and  character,  as  a  peoplci 
with  foreign  nations. 

The  sum  in  specie  which  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  less  than 
twelve  months,  as  has  been  observed,  is  at  least  three  million  and  a- 
half  of  dollars,  (excluding  idtogether  any  provision  fer  the  domestic 
debt.) 

The  extent  of  the  sum,  which  in  all  probability  will  arise  from 
the  requisitions,  will  hardly  reach  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Such  is  the  crisis  to  which  the  afiurs  of  the  union  are  now  reduced' 
for  want  of  a  general  revenue,  established  on  such  principles,  as 
might  call  forth  in  the  most  equitable  and  efficient  manner,  the  re« 
sources  of  the  saveral  states.  This  efficient  revenue  can  only  be 
expected  from  an  immediate  grant  of  the  five  per  oent.  impost,  and 
from  taxes  commensurate  to  the  supplementary  fund,  effectually 
levied,  and  sacredly  appropriated  to  the  federal  treasury. 

In  considering  what  expedients  may  probably  be  adopted  for 
making  up  the  deficiency  of  the  specie  sums  which  are  essentially 
necessary  to  support  our  existence  in  a  national  character,  nothing 
occurs  as  a  probable  mode  of  relief,  but  a  sale  in  Europe  of  part  of 
the  western  territory,  which  has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  To 
attempt  new  loans,  whilst  no  funds  are  established  for  paying  the 
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intensi  and  principal  of  former  ones,  would  in  all  probability  be 
fruitless,  even  if  it  could  be  done  consistently  with  those  maxims  of 
prudence  and  public  integrity  which  ouffht  to  characterise  the  pro- 
ceedings of  every  nation.  What  would  be  the  success  of  the  ex- 
pedient we  have  suggested,  cannot  be  ascertained;  but  when  the 
disposition  to  emigratioii  in  Germany,  Geneva,  and  Ireland,  is  taken 
into  consideration,  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  advantage  from  tho 
rise  in  value  of  the  lands  in  question,  to  those  who  might  purchase 
on  speculation,  it  appears  not  unlikely,  that  if  a  proper  plan  should 
be  adopted,  and  the  execution  of  it  committed  to  a  suitable  agent, 
it  might  meet  with  success. 

Unless  some  aid  can  be  derived  from  thb  quarter,  we  see  not  the 
least  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  make  good  the  payment  of  in- 
terest which  will  become  due  on  the  Dutch  loans  in  the  ensuing  year. 
All  hope  of  our  being  able  to  succeed  in  making  in  season  the  pay- 
ments to  France  in  the  year  1787,  is  now  at  an  end;  but  the  im- 
portance of  making  every  exertion  to  fulfil  the  contracts  we  have 
entered  into  with  the  money-lenders  of  Holand  must  be  very  appa- 
rent. In  this  point  of  view  only,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
fluggoBt  to  Congress  the  object  above  mentioned. 

With  respect  to  the  requisitions  for  the  present  year,  which  we 
have  reported  to  Congress,  it  becomes  neoessary  for  us  to  observe, 
that  we  consider  it  merely  as  an  expedient  to  evince  the  dispositions 
of  Congress  to  do  all  the  justice  in  their  power  to  their  foreign  and 
domestic  creditors,  till  the  States  feel  the  absolute  necessity  there  is 
of  furnishing  the  United  States  with  adequate  means  to  support  their 
rank  and  character  as  a  nation. 

The  mode  of  certifying  the  interest  on  the  domestic  debt  is  un- 
doubtedly liable  to  objection,  though  it  may  be  brought  into -a  more 
manageable  state  than  it  is  ai  present,  by  reducing  the  various  evi- 
dences of  the  debt  to  one  form,  and  by  calling  in  annually  some 
part  of  the  principal.  This  latter  object  would,  we  conceive,  be 
compassed  with  great  ease  to  the  several  States,  and  would  have  a 
powerful  effect  in  establishing  our  credit  with  foreign  nations. 

But  after  all,  what  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  suggest,  are  still 
expedients,  should  they  even  be  successful. 

The  more  our  reflections  are  employed  on  this  subject,  the  more 
we  are  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  nothing  but  an  immediate 
and  general  adoption  of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  resolves 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  April,  1783,  can  rescue  us  from  bankruptcy, 
Of  preserve  the  union  of  the  several  States  from  dissolution* 
With  all  due  respect,  we  are 

Your  Exoollency's  most  obedient 
humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
His  Exoelleney  the  President  of  Congress. 
Vol.  XL-2 
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The  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  their  letter  of  the  19  th 
of  February  lastj  together  with  the  estimates  of  the  monies  neces- 
sary for  the  servioes  of  the  present  year,  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty-six^  submit  the  following  report. 

That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  two  install- 
ments of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that  are  payable 
according  to  the  contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1787,  and 
for  the  payment  of  one  year's^  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
thousand  and  sixty-two  dollars  48-90th8  be  paid  into  the  common 
treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  be  appro- 
priated to  the  follQwing  purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,  Dollars,  169,352  86 

Military  department, 

Contingencies, 

For  Indian  affairs, 

For  the  department  of  geographer, 


168,274  50 
94,294  65 
6,000 
8,953 


FOREIGN  DEBT. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  due  this 
year  on  the  French  and  Dutch, 
loans,       .        .        .        .        .    317,985  10 

A.. — For  ditto  of  principal  and  in- 
terest due  in  the  year  1787,  which 

.     ought  to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,892,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on  the 
Spanish  loan,    ....         2,396  55 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  due 

to  foreign  officers,      .        .  11,185  55 


1,723,626  47 

B. — ^Domestic  debt,  one 

year's  in- 

terest  thereon,  . 

■  ■ 

1,606,560  65 
Dollars,  3,777  062  43 

That  the  Quotas  of  the  several  States  be  as  follows. 

Indents. 

Specie. 

New  Hampshire, 

, 

. 

76,268 

Ditto 

. 

56,452 

Massachusetts, 

,            . 

,                       , 

324,746 

Ditto 

, 

.    240,370 

Rhode  Island, 

,            , 

•                       • 

46,764 

Ditto 

• 

.      34,013 

Connecticut. 

. 

, 

191,135 

Ditto 

. 

.    141,474 
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New  Toik,  . 

Ditto 
New  Jersey, 

Ditto 
Pennsjlvania, 

Ditto 
Delaware, 

Ditto 
Maryland,    . 

Ditto 
Yirginia, 
Ditto    . 
North  Carolina, 

Ditto 
South  Carolina, 

Ditto 
Georgia, 

Ditto  . 


137,434 

89,279 
219,765 

24,037 
151,570 
274,707 
116,749 
103,015 

17,167 


as 

186,667 

120,619 
296,908 

82,475 
204,775 
371,136 
157,732 
139,017 

23,288 

2,170,430 
-1,606,632 


3,777,062 


That  the  aforesaid  snms,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  States  respeotively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1779,  and  shall  be  applied  in 
conformity  to  the  statement  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  report, 
giving  preference  according  to  the  order  in  which  thoy  are  placed  in 
the  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hundred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  that  the  several  States  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  same  by 
indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates,  and  upon  other  cer- 
tificates of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  :  And  to  ascer- 
tain the  evidences  of  interest  due  upon  loan  office-certificates,  the 
holders  thereof  respectfully,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the 
o^oe  from  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan- 
office  of  that  State  wherein  they  are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to 
any  loan-office  within  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  interest 
thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1785. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in 
any  State,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle  or  issue  any 
certificate  or  certificates,  for  the  interest  due  on  any  continental  loan- 
office  or  other  certificate  of  liquidated  debts,  until  the  State  for  which 
he  is  continental  loan-officer,  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act  com- 
plying with  this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissioner  aforesaid, 
in  any  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  this  requisition,  issue  any 
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.oertifioate,  or  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  disorimination  may 
be  made  by  sach  State,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates 
Issned  from  hie  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  State,  and  foreigners, 
or  the  citiiens  of  any  other  State  that  shall  have  complied  with  this 
reqaisition  ;  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan-officer  shall 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  dne  on  continental  loan- 
office  certificates  issn^  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  foreigners, 
and  also  to  the  citizens  of  sach  States  as  shall  have  passed  a  legis- 
lative act  complying  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office,  previously 
to  settling  or  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due  on 
certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan  office  certificates, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signed 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  State  in  which  the  commissioner 
resides,  shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition, 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every 
such  certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  State  in  which  the  said  commissioner 
resides,  or  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corpo- 
rate body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some 
person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stateis,  describing  the  cer- 
tificate or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  identify  the  same,  or  as  may 
'  be  prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  State. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  aa 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  State  is  required  to  provide,  in  the 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1787,  the  said  States  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  issued, 
shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specie,  which  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  officers  with 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  with  such 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  judge  neces- 
sary to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  debts,  from  obtaining  a 
settiement  of  interest,' and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences,  of  interest, 
and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  taxes ;  which 
certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  the  prin- 
cipal, shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satisfaction  for 
the  same ;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the  bearer  in  lieu 
of  money,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  in  specie  for 
one  dollar  in  indents,  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  in 
the  State  in  which  they  were  issued^  That  the  State  receiving  such 
certificates,  and  paying  the  same  into  the  public  treasury,  with  a 
proportion  of  specie  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  credit  therefor,  which 

Sayment  shall  be  considered  as  a  discbarge  of  the  interest  on  the 
omestic  debt  in  ^e  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the 
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Bud  oertifleates  of  interest.  That  all  loan-office  certificates  issued 
vfter  the  fir9k  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  be  reduced  to  their  specie 
Talne,  conformably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  28th  tfunei 
1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and  settled  agreeably  to 
the  specie  valve  of  the  certificate. 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LES. 
Jone  22, 1786. 


Pboc££Dings  op  Assbmbly  of  Delaware:  ok  Intbenal 
NAviaATiow,  1786. 

State  of  Delaware. 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  16, 1786. 

Whereas,  by  the  GommunieatioBs  made  from  the  ExecntiTes  of 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  it  appears  that  those  States 
respectively  have  appointed  CommisBioners  to  confer  with  Gotanmis- 
sioners  to  be  appointed  on  Behalf  of  this  State  for  efieoting  a  navi- 
gable Gommunication  between  the  Bays  of  Ghesapeake  and  DelawarcL 
improving  the  inland  Navigation  of  the  River  Susquehannah,  Ukd 
on  any  other  Sabject  tending  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  mutoal 
Convenience  of  those  three  States ;  therefore,  in  Compliance  with 
Uie  Desire  of  the  said  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  expressed 
by  their  Appointments  of  Commifisioners  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid^ 
Resolved, 

That  (the  Honorable  William  Killen,  Esq',  The  Honorable 
Gunning  Bedford,  Esq^  The  Honorable  John  Jones,  Esq',  Robert 
Armstrong,  Esq',  and  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq',  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  to  meet  such  Commissioners  as 
are,  or  may  be,  appointed  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land, for  the  Purpose  of  considering  and  digesting  the  most  proper 
Measures  for  effecting  a  navigable^  Communication  between  the  Bays 
of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  for  improving  the  inland  Navigation  of 
the  River  Susquehannah  and  the  Waters  communicating  with  it,  and 
also  to  confer  on  any  other  Subject  that  mily  tend  to  promote  the 
Commerce  and  the  mutual  Convenience  of  the  said  States ;  and  that 
their  Proceedings  be  reported  to  the  next  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  their  Examination  and  Adoption,  if  approved ;  and 
that  His  Excellency  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  a  Copy 
of  this  Resolve  to  the  Executives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland. 

Sent  for  Concurrence. 

In  the  Council,  June  23, 1786.    Read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

THO.  MoDONOGQH,  Speaker. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 
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C0HMI6610NBRS  FOE  Wbstbrn  Boundabt  Linb  to  Coun- 
cil, 1786. 

Shanangoe  Greek,  25'^  of  June,  1786. 
Oentlemen, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  Council,  That  on  the  19^  Inst,  we  began 
to  extend  the  Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State,  and  have 
proceeded  upwards  of  Three  Miles — we  have  fallen  in  with  several 
Hunting  parties  of  Indians  since  our  arrival  in  the  woods ;  they  all 
appear  friendly  &  peaceable. 

We  are,  with  Bespect,  ^ 

Qentlemen,  Your  Obedt.  Serv'ts, 

ANDREW  PORTER, 
ALEXANDER  M'CLEAN. 


John  Van  Campsn  to  Sbg'7  of  Council,  1786. 

Smithfiold,  June  27, 1786. 
Sir, 

It  Remains  no  Longer  a  Doubt  with  me  that  this  Bandity  at 
Wioming  is  determined  not  to  Subordnnat  to  the  Laws  of  this  State. 
You  will  observe  by  the  inolos'd  paper,  Sign'd  Franklin,  his  assuming 
authority  at  that  place — the  woman  he  mentioned  was  Legally  Re- 
moved to  that  place  agreeable  to  the  Law  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Franklin  is  Lately  arriv'd  at  Wioming  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut from  the  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company.  Ethan 
Allen  is  Expected  Soon.  Franklin  assumes  more  authority  and 
more  positive  Dispises  the  Laws  of  this  State  with  more  Contempt 
than  formerly ;  to  be  particular  in  Regard  to  this  Bandity,  time 
will  not  admit.  From  many  Circumstances,  I  am  now  Convinced 
that  the  people  will  Declare  a  New  State,  or  pretend  the  Laws 
and  Regulations  of  State  of  Connecticut — the  old  proverb  is  worthy 
of  observing  in  this  Case^nip  the  Bud  when  young.  I  fear  it  has 
been  Neglected  in  this^Case. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

obedient.  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Directed^ 
John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  of  Council,  Philadelphia. 
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EoBERi  MiLLiQAN  TO  Seg't  Aemsteok^,  1786. 

27^*'  June,  '86. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Ikt  of  Coramusioners  appointed  by 
the  Delaware  AagembI  j  to  confer  with  us  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal ; 
it  was  sent  to  me  a  few  days  ago  by  Doctor  Way,  of  Wilmington, 
&  I  believe  may  be  depended  on  as  the  true  appoinmcnt. 

Thinking  this  information  might  be  acceptable  to  Coapcil,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  forward  it  to  your  hands  to  be  communicated  if  you 
see  proper. 

I  am;  Sir,  yr.  obed't  Serv't, 

ROBT.  MILLIQAN.^ 

Oommlaaioners  to  meet  the  Gommercial  Convention :  John  Dick- 
inson, Geor|;e  Reed,  R.  Basset,  W-  Killen. 

OommissionerB  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  the  Canal :  (Running 
Bedford,  Eleazer  McComb,  Robt  Armstrong,  J.  Jones. 

Directed  J 
Qea.  Armstrong,  Council  Chamber. 


DEUsaATBg  IK  OoNaRESS  TO  Prss.  Fbanelin,  1786. 

New  York,  30**  June,  1786. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  Regret  we  find  occasion  to  mention  that  the  discontents 
which  arose  between  Congress  and  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  year  1783,  are  not  wholly  forgotten.  An  Application 
firem  H'  John  Sullivan  for  pay  and  commutation  as  an  officer  of  the 
Line  or  Quota  of  Troops  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  been  pressed  on 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  Accounts  in  an  unusual  Manner,  has 
occasioned  a  Reference  to  Congress,  and  of  cour^a  revisal  of  some 
of  the  circumstances  which  accompanied  those  Discontents.  The 
matter  we  more  pardcularly  allude  to,  is  a  supposed  R^nctance  in 
the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  to  call  t<o  account  &  punish  the  persons 
ooncemed  in  the  Mutiny  of  the  Soldiers  in  1783  which  produced 
consequences  not  necessary  to  be  noW  described.  This  M'  Sullivan 
and  M**  Carbery  were  supposed  to  be  promoters  of  the  Mutiny,  k  to 
have  fled  the  Country  in  consequence  of  it.  In  1781  M'  Carbery 
returned  to  Maryland  and  was  there  arrested.  Notice,  it  is  said  was 
given  to  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, and  certain  affidavits  and  other  Documents  tending  to  psove 
the  guilt  of  M'  Sullivan  and  M'  Carbery  were  transmitted  to  Council 
k  fm\  remain  in  their  custody ;  but  that  M'  Carberry  was  not  de- 
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manded,  nor  any  legal  oogninnoe  of  the  A&ir  taken  on  the  Part  of 
Pennsylrania.*  Some  time  in  1785,  it  is  said,  M'  Snlliran  appeared 
and  that  he  haa  sinoe  remained  publiokly  and  without  disguise  in 
Philadelphia,  unquestioned  by  publio  authority  touching  the  s^d 
offenee. 

We  know  of  no  late  Act  of  Oongress  as  a  Body,  except  the  Reso- 
lution approving  the  Conduct  of  the  Commissioner  in  refusing  the 
Demands  of  M'  SuliiTan,  on  which  to  ground,  this  communication ; 
but  in  the  course  of  the  Inyestigation  suggestions  and  Insinuations 
were  used  which  indicated  opinions  and  sentiments  less  honourable 
to  the  fizecutive  Authority  of  Pennsylvania  than  we  could  perceive 
without  Paiu;  tho'  we  were  not  sufficiently  informed  to  oppose  them 
with  Success.  We  are  not  apprised  that  Congress  either  desire  or 
eftpeet  any  Explanations  on  this  Subject,  nor  would  we  be  understood 
as  desirous  of  reviving  Discussions  which  have  been  heretofore 
permitted  to  subside }  but  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  Duty  to  advise 
your  Excellency  of  the  existence  of  some  remains  of  those  dboontents 
which  we  had  hoped  would  forever  have  remained  in  oblivion.  Yoar 
SxoeUenoy  and  the  Gouneil  will  judge  whether  any  and  wha4  use  to 
make  of  the  Information. 

We  do  ourselves  the  Honour  to  inclose  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  List 
of  Papers  transmitted  to  Council  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress  in 
1784,  which  List  was  called  for  and  read  on  the  occasion  we  have 
alluded  to ;  and  a  copy  of  the  Besolution  of  Congress  on  the  appli- 
cation of  M'  Sullivan. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
&  most  humble  servants. 

CHA.  PBTTIT, 
JOHN  BATARD: 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  pnranance  of  Order  of  17  May,  1784,  sent  to  the  Suprane 
Executive  Conndl  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  Papers,  indorsed 
aa  follows. 

1.  G<q[^y  of  Demand  made  by  MntineerS|  June  21,  1788. 

2.  Copy  Address  of  Mutineers  to  Sup.  Ex.  Council  of  Pens'a 
delivered  25  June,  1783,  read  in  Congress,  June  30, 1783. 

•  Bee  pages  69, 60,  61,  74,  290,  298,  S20,  828,  824,  576,  676, 580,  of  Vol. 
Z.,  and  CoL  Beo.  VoL  XHI.,  p.  61(>-612,  Vol.  ZIY.,  p.  106,  106. 
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3.  June  30;  1783.  Deposition  of  Sergeant  Rich'd  Marthwaiit  of 
Invalids. 

4.  July  2.  Deposition  of  Solomon  Townsend;  Serg*  in  Oolonel 
Hampton's  Regiment. 

5.  July  1.     Dep*  of  Ja*  Bennet  Serg*  Major  of  Artillery. 

6.  July  1.     Dep"  of  Joseph  Morgan,  Serg*  of  Artillery. 

7.  Copy  read  Jane  12, 1783.-  Deposition  of  Benja.  Spyker  taken 
before  M'  Levan  of  Reading,  Subject  of  a  conversation  with  Seijeant 
Nagle.* 

8.  A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  James  Christie  to  the  Sup™  Ez. 
Conncil  of  Pena%  and  a  Copy  of  a  Commisdon  or  Appointment  of 
Officers  as  a  Committee  by  the  Non-commissioned  officers  &  Privates 
in  the  Barracks  in  Philad*,  read,  30  June,  1783. 

9.  Copy  papers  signed  James  Bennet,  delivered  to  Sup.  Ez. 
Council  of  Penns",  read  in  Congress,  June  3l),  1783. 

1.  A  Letter  signed  Henry  Carbery  dated  Cape  Henlopen,  29  June, 
1783  directed  to  Major  W"»  Nichols,  Merch*,  Philad*. 

2.  A  Letter  signed  H.  Carbery,  dated  June  26, 1783,  directed  to 
M"  Mary  Carbery,  S*  Mary's,  Maryland. 

3.  A  Letter  signed  John  Sullivan,  dated  theCape,  30  June,  1783, 
directed  to  H.  Moylan,  Esq.,  Col.  Command.  L.  D.  Philadelphia. 

4.  ^  A  Paper  signed  J»  S.,  directed  to  Mr.  W"  Huston  &  containing 
this— consult  your  own  safety.    We  cannot  possibly  get  to  you. 

5.  Report  of  the  Mutiny,  by  Col.  Humpton,  24  June,  1783,  read 
in  Congress,  July  3, 1783. 

*  Vol.  X.,  p.  577. 


%^ 
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Dr.  Gbnbral  Account  of  Receipts  and 

Qeoenl  Aooount  of  Reoeipts  and  Ezpenditiires  of  the  United  Stetei,  from  Ist 
November,  1785,  to  80th  Jane,  178<t. 

1786, 
Not.  1.  Dels.  90ths 

To  Balmnoe  in  tlie  Hands  of  the  Treasarer  of  the  United 
Btatee,  thislDay,  as  per  Accoant  forwarded  to  the 

States, 71,471  54 

•1786, 
Jane  30. 

To  General  Aoooant  of  Taxes,  for  so  maoh  Speoie  reeeived. 
Til. 

From  Massachosett, 3,777  20 

Rhode  Island, 201    8 

Connecticut,  .        . 8,463  23 

New  York,. 22,013  20 

New  Jersey, •    8,904  62 

PennsjlTania, 112,741  73 

Delaware, 3,881  36 

Maryland, 68,282  50 

Virginia, 22,777  20 

251,102  60 

To  Ditto,  for  so  mneh  receiTed  in  Indents,  Tii. 
From  MaasachusetU  Qaota  of  10  Sep.,  1782,  192,000 

28  Apr.,  1784,    30,860  45 

222,860  45 

Connecticat,      .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,       .        .         7,832  78 
New  Tork,    .        .        28  Apr.,  1784^   .        .  36,933  67 

•  PenntyWania,  .  •  10  Sep.,  1782,  180,000 
28  Apr.,  1784,  53,441 
27  Sep.,  1785,  200,824  70 

434,266  70 

Delaware,       .        .        28  Apr.,  1784,       .       .       10,011  69 
Virginia,    .        .        .    28  Apr.,  1784,  .       .  29,901    7 

741,805  66 

To  Emissions  of  Paper  Money  on  the  Funds  of  Individual 
States  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  18th 
March,  1780. 

ReceiTed  from  the  State  of  New  York, 25,200 

To  General  Pob|  Office,  for  so  much  received,      ....  8,000 

To  ISundries,  tIi. 

^  Cornelius  Sweers  on  Account^  •        ;       •       .       •       448  68 

George  Olney,  do.  , 3 

451  68 

To  Balance  being  the  Amount  of  Specie  payments  beyond 

the  ReceipU,  or  an  Anticipation  of  the  Public  Credit,  14,235  81 

Dollars,   1,112,267    9 
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ExpsNorctrBBS  ov  imt  XJsmsD  States. 


Cr. 


Genenl  Aoeount  of  Beeeiptii  and  Expenditares  of  the  United  Statee,  from  lit 
November,  1785,  to  30th  June,  1786.  • 

1786, 
June  SO,  Dolf,  90th« 

By  Anticipation  of  the  Taxes  hj  the  late  Saperintend- 
ant  of  Finance, 
Por  so  maoh  paid  of  04,166,  86-90th8,  nnpaid  l8t 

November,  1785, 703  60 

By  ao  mnoh  paid  Mr.  John  Wheelook,  President  of 
Dartmouth  College ;  the  same  having  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  In 
Holland,  for  the  nse  of  said  College,  and  credited 

by  them  in  Aooonnt  with  the  United  States,   ...  76  41 

By  Bxpenditores  in  Specie,  viz. 

Civil  List, 62,801  54 

Paymaster  General's  Department,      •        .  81,752  42 

Sabsistence  of  the  Army,        ....      28,441  80 
Military  and  Ordinance  Stores,   •       .        .  8,503  60 

Qnarter  Master's  Department, ....        4,567  69 
Cloathing  Department,        ....  1,158  45 

Payment  of  Old  Accounts,       .        .       .        •        0,137  44 
Pensions,  Annuities  and  Grants,         .        .  0,211  67 

Indian  Affairs,         '. 1,081  17 

Payment  of  Foreign  Interest,      .        .        •        170,200 
Contingencies,         ......        3,468    7 


325,504  S6 


By  so  mnoh  paid  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  virtue 
of  aets  of  the  United  States,  on  Aocotmt  of  the  said 
State's  Quotas  of  existing  Requisitions,  and  as 
per  Aceoonts  settled  at  the  Federal  Treamry,  vis. 
VortakingupBritishDd8ert's,perAet80th March,  1782,     2,365  88 
Pensions  to  Inralids,  per  Aet  23d  April,  1782,  12,067  34 

Ditto,  7th  June,  1785,  20,743  50 


44^176  77 


Domestic  Debi— For  so  much  towards  the  Payment  of 
Interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt»  by  Indents  made 
reeeivable  in  Taxes, 741,805  66 

Dollars,    1,112,267    0 


TrtMBnrj  of  the  United  States, , 
Register's  Omce,  July  1, 1786. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  RegUter. 
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John  Lukwb  to  Sbo't  ARUBTBOva,  1786. 

Surveyor  Gen.  Office,  Sd  Jolj,  1786. 
Sir,* 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  Council  of  the  29th  uli  I  would  just  re" 
mark  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  return  of  Survey  from  Mr.  Doug- 
lass, nor  any  written  account  subsequent  to  said  order ;  but  would  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Douncil  a  verbal  message  received  (tho^  not 
directly)  from  him,  viz : 

^  Griffith  Evans  sends  word  "^  Gapt.  Morrison  of  Washington 
''County  that  Mr.  Douglass  purposed  to  set  out  to  survey  his 
'^  District  in  the  Depreciation  lands  immediately  after  the  July 
"  Court  in  Fayette  County," 

yours,  &o.. 

JNO  LUKENS,  S.  G. 
Directedj 

To  John  Armstrong,  Ji)nr.,.Esqr.,  Sec'y^  to  Council. 


Ephbadc  Douglass  to  John  Lukhns,  S.  G.,  1786. 
Sir,  ... 

I  am  exceedingly  soUry  tO  haVe  cfbmp^Iled  you  by  my  delay,  to 
remind  me  of  my  duty — I  plead  ^ilty  to  the  Tinvoluntary)  breach 
of  it,  but  would  beg  y6ur  patience  while  I  explain  the  Cause.  In 
September  last  when  I  had  made  every  preparation  to  undertake  it 
in  person,  I  was  seized  with  a  disorder  which  for  more  than  six 
months  rendered  me  totally  unable  to' undergo  the  fatigue — In  the 
mean  time,  I  employed  another  person  to  execute  the  business  for 
me,  he  went  to  the  ground  and  began,  but  unfortunately  his  assis- 
tants, unacquainted  with  Indians,  got  allarmed  at  their  frequent 
visits  before  he  had  made  a  sufficient  number  of  surveys  to  return 
to  your  office — This  Spring  I  have  employed  another  person  who  is 
obligated  to  have  the  whole  business  com  pleated  by  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  and  from  his  character,  which  I  had  from  Major  Alex- 
ander to  whom  he  was  an  assistant  last  year,  and  who  pledged  him- 
self to  me  for  his  faithful  performance,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  his 
punctuality  to  the  time,  after  which  none  shall  be  delayed  until 
the  Returns  are  made. 

In  the  Confidence  that  I  shall  leave  you  no  further  room  to  doubt 
my  willingness  to  hold  to  my  engagements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

most  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 
mrected,  EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 

John  Lukens,  Esquire,  Surveyor  General. 
IndoTwdy 

1786,  July.    From  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esq'r,  Deputy  Surveyor 
— his  Office  vacated,  see  minutes  of  7th  July,  1786. 
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Ooy.  Yanbtkb  of  DblawAbb  to  Pbbs.  Fbahkun^  1786 

New  Gasde,  Jdy  14,  1786. 
Sir, 

Agreeablj  to  tlie  Durections  of  the  General  Assembly  of  thb 
State.    I  have  the  Honor  to  commanicate  the  inclosed  BesolatioDi 
and  am  with  the  greatest  Bespeet, 

Sir^  your  Ezoellency's^ 
most  obedt.  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  NICHS.  VANDIKB. 

(On  publio  Serrioe,) 
His  ExoelloDey,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  EzeoniiTe  OontMil 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennBylvania. 


JoHH  NxoHoiiSOH  TO  Pabs.   FHANEIiIir,  1786. 

Comptroller  Generals  Office, 
Sir,  July  16th,  1786. 

When  at  New  York  I  thought  it  a  &yorable  opportunity  to  urge 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  grant  an  order  upon  the  Continental  Loan 
Officer  in  Pennsylvania  in.  favor  of  the  State  Treasurer  for  890,000 
Dollars  of  the  Kew  Emission  money  belonging  to  the  State  and  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Smith.  The  inclosed  paper  marked  No.  1  is  a 
Oopy  of  my  letter  to  them  on  the  subjeet  in  Novem.  1785,  diat 
marked  No.  2  eovcring  the  paper  marked  No.  3  are  copies  of  the 
letter  and  inoloeores  addressed  to  them  on  the  same  subject  when  in 
New  York,  I  also  had  a  conference  with  the  said  Board  upon  that  sub* 
jeot  but  no  order  was  granted,  altho'  it  was  not  abeolmtely  refused  yet 
lirom  the  enquiries  of  the  Board  what  is  its  present  value  ?  what 
do  I  aoppoae  it  will  be  worth  by  January  next  ?  what  funds  have 
been  provided  for  its  redemption?  and  whether  they  will  be 
adequate  and  productive  together  with  ennendoes  of  the  advantages 
it  would  be  of  to  the  United  States,  leaves  no  doubt  with  me  that  they 
design  to  order  it  out  of  Mr.  Smith's  hands  and  have  it  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Cnited  States  as  they  have  done  with  the  same  kind 
of  money  in  some  of  the  other  States,  such  a  step  would  throw  the 
State  into  muoh  embarrassment,  and  put  it  out  of  her  power  io  ful- 
fil her  pfomisee  and  disohai^e  her  engagements.  I  beff  leave  to 
■nbmit  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  attach  the  said  Bills  of 
Crodit  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  io  aa  to  prevent  this  evil. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Respect  Sir, 

yeur  meet  obedt  Servt. 
Diredeiy  JNO.  NICHOLSON  * 

Hb  Bndly.  The  Pimdent  in  Oouiei], 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  64. 
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No.  1. 

Comptroller  General's  Office, 
Philada.  Noyem.  29th,  1785. 
Oentlemen, 

By  ED  order  of  the  late  Superiotendant  of  the  Finances  of  the 
United  States  drawn  npon  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  favor  of  Thomas  Smith  Esqr.,  Contr.  Loan  Officer,  the  sum 
of  £146,250  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  April  7th,  1781,  was 
paid  by  the  State  to  the  latter,  to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  an  equal 
Sum  of  the  Bills  emitted*by  this  State  pursuant  to  act  of  Assembly 
of  June  Ist,  1780,  which  were  then  in  the  Continental  Loan  Office, 
the  sum  for  which  this  was  substituted,  yet  lies  in  said  Office  and 
hath  not  been  paid  to  the  State.  And  Permit  me  to  request  that  an 
order  be  drawn  upon  the  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan 
Office  in  favor  of  David  Rittenhouse  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  Sum  of  390,000  Dollars  being  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaid 
80  that  they  may  come  into  the  State  Treasury  and  be  destroyed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JNO  NICHOLSON 
The  Honble.  the  Board  to  Treasury  New  York. 


No.  2. 

'    New  York,  July  8th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

I  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Board  of  Treasury  some  time  ago 
on  the  Subject  of  a  balance  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuant 
to  act  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  1st,  day  of 
June  1780,  now  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  Bsq.,  Continental 
Loan  Officer  and  which  is  due  to  the  said  State.  As  a  Warrant  or 
Order  hath  not  yet  been  granted  directing  the  payment  of  those 
Bills  into  the  Treasury  of  Pennsylvania,— I  beg  leave  to  renew  my 
application  and  to  request  of  your  Honble.  Board  that  the  same  be 
done.  I  here  enclose  the  original  Warrant  of  the  Superintendant 
of  Finance  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  and  the  Receipt  in  discharge 
thereof,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaid 
amount  to  890,000  Dollars  now  in  possession  of  said  Loan  Officer, 
belong  to  the  said  State,  and  should  be  delivered  over  to  the  State 
Treasury.  I  conceived  that  the  indosed  would  serve  better  for 
information  than  Copies  taken  from  them,  but  as  they  an  original 
papers  of  great  consequence,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  request  that 
they  be  returned  to  me  again,  and  I'  shall  do  myseU  the  Honor  to 
wait  upon  the  Board  for  them. 

I  am  with  high  respect, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
The  Honorable,  the  CommisBioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury. 
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Wm.  MoNTaoHBEY  TO  Pbbb.  Frabelin,  1786, 

Nort'bd  Co.,  July  2l8t,  1786. 
Hie  Ezcellencj,  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin;  Esq. 
Sir, 

I  lately  reoeived  a  letter  from  Wioming  signed  Jobn  Franklin, 
wbich  I  boff  leave  to  inclosa  for  tbe  perusal  of  tbe  Council ;  and  also 
an  inclosed  bit  of  a  Newspaper  printed  (I  suppose)  in  Connecticut, 
tbe  Contents  of  botb  of  wbicb,  I  think,  a  little  extraordinary.     In 
order  to  inform  your  Excellency  &  Council  of  tbe  ocasion  of  this 
letter  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  very  sbort  sketch  of  a  letter 
I  bad  written  to  a  Certain  Myers  living  at  that  place.     The  letter 
was  intirely  of  a  public  nature,  and  sent  there  to  inform  them  of 
what  I  had  been  informed  by  Genl.  John  Bull  bad  been  lately  done 
in  Congress  respecting  the  Susquehana  Claimants,  suspecting,  that 
art  is  often  used  to  keep  the  true  state  of  things  from  the  common 
People.     I  also  therein  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Hon'ble 
Council,  in  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  in  answer  to  the 
dispatches  sent  by  Gl.  Bull,  expressed  the  assurances  of  Council, 
that  the  virtuous,  and  peacable  should  have  protection,  and  earnestly 
pressed  them  not  to  follow  the  wild  schemes  of  Men  not  satisfied,  or 
easy,  under  the  established  forms  of  Govehiment;   Hinted  how 
much  better  it  was  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  Constitution,  and 
LawS;  than  to  subject  themselves  to  all  the  distress  which  must 
follow  a  contention  with  us,  and  a  Rebellion  against  Government ; 
and  what,  probably,  irritated  him,  viz.,  Franklin  most;  I  gave  it 
clearly  as  my  opinion  that  when  distress  arose  those  men,  now  the 
most  active,  and  uneasy,  would  leave  them  to  shift  for  themselves — 
There  is  much  of  my  letter  either  wilfully  misunderstood,  or  greatly 
misrepresented,  I  have  just  added  two  very  short  notes  in  the  Mar- 
gin of  the  inclosed  to  prevent  a  misapprehension  of  my  sentiments } 
and  conduct. 

I  have  had  nothing  further  lately  from  that  Quarter  other  than 
the  inclosed.  This  John  Franklin  is  the  Coll.  of  their  Militia,  and 
a  principal  Man  among  them ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his  letter 
is  fully  expressive  of  the  intentions  of  a  great  Number  at  Wioming, 
and  for  my  part,  I  con/ess,  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  part  of  the 
Country  erected  into  a  County ;  that  if  they  have  tbe  least  desire  of 
becoming  orderly  Citizens  of  this  state,  they  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity so  to  do ;  altho'  I  very  much  doubt,  whether  they  would 
accept  the  &vor. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect 
your  Excellency's 

&  y  Councils  H'ble  Ser't, 

WM.  MONTGOMERY^ 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Benjn.  Franklin,  Esqr.  Prcsd't,  &o.,  Philadag 
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Memorial  ov  LiaHT   Infaktry  of  Philabblphia  Co.. 

1786. 

To  The  Honorable,  The  Supreme  Ezeoutiye  Oonaoil  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Honored  Sirs, 

Congress  we  are  well  assured  has  ]ately  received  an  Official 
Declaration  from  the  Court  of  London,  "  That  they  toiU  not  reZui- 
qutsk  the  Po8t9  and  Garrisons  on  our  Frontiers."  This  additional 
violation  of  the  Solemn  &  Sacred  Treaty  of  Peace  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  we  take  the  Liberty  to  observe,  is  generally  viewed 
and  considered  as  a  DedarnUion  of  War^  as  it  manifests  a  Dis* 
position  for  Hostility  and  reprisal.  But  as  the  situation  of  our 
Public  Finances  does  not  admit  the  raising  a  Regular  Army,  Con- 
gross,  we  understand,  have  it  in  Contemplation  to  call,  on  the 
several  States,  for  a  Portion  of  Militia,  to  disposses  the  British 
Troops  of  those  Fortresses.  Under  this  Idea,  several  Volunteers, 
from  New  Jersey  and  New  York  have  already  tendered  their  services 
to  Congress  and,  as  Members  of  the  Light  Infantry  Company  belong* 
ing  to  the  2d  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Militia,  who  wish  not  to  be 
excelled  or  out  done  in  Point  of  Zeal  and  Activity  in  promoting 
the  Interest  and  Wel&re  of  our  Country  at  large,  we  take  this 
early  opportunity  to  entreat  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  be 
pleaded  to  consider  us  as  the  First  on  the  List  of  Volunteers  from 
Pennsylvania,  whenever  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  so 
necessary  a  Measure. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Bespect, 
we  remain  Honored  Sirs,  your  most  obedient, 

and  very  Humble  Servants, 
Eleazer  Oswald,  Capt.  Chs.  Wm.  Lecke, 

fiaml.  Hanse,  Lt.  Samuel  Folwell, 

Peter  Wiltberger,  Ensg.  Septimus  Claypoole, 

Robt.  Parry,  B.  F.  Baohe, 

Robt.  Crozier,  Abraham  Singer, 

Jacob  Mayer,  Jun.,  James  Rees, 

Tho.  Reynold,  Jo.  Melbeck, 

William  Caurre,  Tho.  0eddon, 

William  Edwards,  J.  Whitehead, 

John  N.  Hagenau,  Peter  Benson, 

Francis  Wade,  Jun.,  John  Darragh, 

J.  Levy,  Willm.  Murray, 

Saml.  Wiggleworth,  Joseph  Anthony, 

John  Morean,  Jno.  Lawrence, 

John  Fairbaim,  Jacob  Wikoff, 

Robert  Aitken,  Jun.,  Wm.  Cavenough, 

Fran.  Ingraham,  Jno.  Tillingbast, 

Jacob  Wiltberger, 

Philadelphia;  August  1,  1786. 
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Gqa8.  Psttit  to  Hon.  Oha^.  'Bmi>jjt,  1786. 

New  York,  2d  Augusi,  1786. 
DearSir, 

.The  feq«]8iitoi]  for  tbe  year  1786,  baa  this  i%j  been  pueed  4b 
GoogreiiBy  bo  nearly  in  the  form  &  on  the  prinoiples  oontained  in  the 
printed  eopj  of  the  Draught  I  sent  yon  some  time  sinee,  thai  I 
ahall  not  bow  trouble  you  with  the  mention  of  the  Utile  alterations 
that  have  been  made,  espeeially  as  we  are  yet  sitting  &  in  debate  of 
other  matters. 

I  will»  howeyer,  mention  some  attempts  we  made  (tho'  nnsne- 
oessfally  &  with  yery  little  support  from  any  other  State)  to  obtain 
seme  essmtial  alterations  in  the  Estimate,  and  of  course  in  the  sum 
to  be  reqnired.  For  this  purpose  I  send  you  another  oopy  as  the 
shortest  mode  of  explaining  what  I  mean.  The  Requisition  is  for 
money  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786^  we  therefore  mor^d  to 
strike  %mi  the  article  marked  A,  as  relating  to  a  future  year,  as  pro- 
viding for  a  second  years  Int.  on  the  foreign  Debt,  when  but  one 
years  Int.  is  provided  for  on  the  Domestic  Debt^  tho'  the  latter  was 
before,  one  years  Provisions  behind  the  former;  and  because  it  was 
beginning  a  Provision  for  the  Payment  of  the  Principal  of  the 
Foreign  Debt,  even  before  it  becomes  due,  without  holding  out  anv 
intention  of  a  Provision  fbr  any  part  of  the  Domestic  Debt,  which 
has  been  long  due ;  and  that  this  (unnecessary  at  pr^sent^)  attempt 
to  anticipate  payments,  which  we  havd  heretofore  rested  on 
the  Revenue  System,  recommended  by  the  Act  of  April,  1783, 
wonld  be  considered  as  contemplatiAg  the  relinquishment  dl  that 
system  on  the  Establbhment,  which  we  suppose  the  public  credit  so 
much  depends,  &  that  this  Idea  would  have  a  great  tendency  to 
defeat  the  Establishment  of  that  system  now  so  nearly  mattiied. 

This  being  denied,  we  moved  to  double  the  article  marked  B,  in 
order  to  make  a  Provision  for  the  ^Domestic  Debt,  proportioned  to 
that  made  for  the  Foreign ;  this  was  also  denied.  We  therefore 
thought  it  enr  duty  to  oppose  the  general  question  on  the  Bequisi- 
iion  as  it  stands ;  but  is  was  carried  by  9  or  10  States. 

I  am  stTMgtened  for  time  &  can  say  no  more  at  the  present 
moment.  This  may  serve  as  information  to  Council,  though  it  does 
not  go  in  official  form. 

.    I  am  Dear  Sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  PETTIT. 
Directed  J  • 

The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 
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Resolution  of  Gokgrbss— REQursirioHSy  1786. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Aagust  2,  1785. 
Resolved,  That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  six,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and 
two  installments  of  principal  on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans,  that 
are  payable  according  to  the  Contracts,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1787,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  domestic 
debt,  it  will  be  necessary  that  three  millions,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  thousand,  and  sizty-two  dollars  43-90th,  be  paid  into 
the  common  treasuir,  on  or  before  the  first  day  Januairy  nezt^  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  following  purposes. 

For  the  civil  department,   .       \  Dollars.     169,852  86 

Military  department, 168,274  50 

Contingencies, 94,294  65 

Indian  affairs, 6,000 

The  department  of  the  geographer,  •        8,^53 

FOREIGN  DEBT. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  due  this 
year  on  the  French  and  Dutch 
loans,  817,985  10 

For  ditto  of  principal  and  interest 
due  in  the  year  1787,  which  ought 
to  be  provided  for  this  year,  1,392,059  17 

For  a  balance  of  interest  due  on 
the  Spanish  loan,  2396  55 

For  one  year's  interest  on  debts  due 
to  for^gn  officers,  11,185  55 

1,723,629  47 
Domestic  debt,  one  yearns  interest  thereon,  1,606,560  65 

Dollars,    3,777,062  43 


That  the  QUOTAS  of  the  several  STATES  be  as  follows : 


New-Hampshire, 

Ditto, 
Massachusetts, 

Ditto, 
Rhode-Island, 

Ditto, 
Connecticut, 

Ditto, 


6'6,452 

240,370* 

'.      84,613 

Indents. 

6'6,452 

40,370* 

84,613* 

14*1,474* 


Specie. 
76,268 

824,746 

46,764 

191,135 


PBNNBTLYANIA  ABCHIYBS  1786. 


89 


New-York     . 

Ditto, 
New-Jeney, 

Ditto, 
PeoiuylYaiiUy 

Ditto, 
Delaware, 

Ditto, 
Maryland,    . 

Ditto, 
Yirginia, 

Ditto, 
North-Carolina, 

Ditto, 
Sonth-Garolina, 

Ditto, 
Georg^ 


137,484 
89,279 
219,765 
24,037 
151,670' 
274,707 
116,749 
103,015 


186,567 
120,619 
296,908 

32,475 
204,775 
371,186 
157,782 
139,017 

23,288 


17,167 


2,170430  Spede 
1,606  632  IndenU 


Total,  3,777  062 

ThtX  the  foregohig  requisition  is  made  in  virtae  of  the  powers  of 
the  confederation,  and  is  obligatory  on  the  states  as  such,  and  when 
paid  shall  be  passed  to  the  cxedit  of  the  states  respeotively,  on  the 
terms  prescribed  by  the  resolre  of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October, 
1779,  and  shall  be  applied  in  conformity  to  the  statement  in  the 
preceding  part  of  this  requisition  giving  preference  according  to 
the  order  in  which  they  are  placed  in  the  estimate. 

As  one  million,  six  hundred  and  six  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  called  for,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
intereet  on  the  domestic  debt,  that  the  seyeral  states  be  allowed  to 
discharge  the  same  by  indents  for  interest  on  loan-office  certificates, 
and  upon  other  certificates  of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
States :  And  to  ascertain  the  eyidenoes  of  interest  due  upon  loan- 
office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof  respectiyely,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  carry  them  to  the  office  firom  which  they  issued,  and  the  holders 
of  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  to 
carry  the  same  to  the  loan  office  of  that  state  wherein  they  are  in- 
habitants, or  if  foreigners,  to  any  loan-office,  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  haye  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  certified  to  the 
last  day  of  the  year  1786. 

Provided  that  the  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan  office  in 
any  state,  shall  not  on  any  pretence  whatever,  settle  or  issue  any 
oertificate  or  certificates,  £Dr  the  interest  due  on'any  continental  loan 
office  certificate,  or  other  certificate  of  liquidated  debts,  until  the^ 


/ 
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state  for  whieh  he  is  oontinental  loan  officer,  shall  hate  passed  a 
legislative  act  thereby  jvoyiding  adequate  fands  for  oomplying  with 
this  reqaisition ;  nor  shall  the  oommissioner  aforesaid,  in  any  state 
that  shall  have  oomplied  with  this  requisition,  issue  any  oer^cate, 
or  take  any  other  measure  whereby  a  disorimination  may  be  made 
by  such  state,  between  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates  issued 
from  his  office,  who  are  citizens  of  that  state,  and  foreigners,  or  the 
dtisens  of  any  other  state  that  shall  have  complied  with  this 
requisition  :  Provided  always,  that  any  continental  loan  officer  shall 
issue  certificates  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  due  on  conUnental  loan 
office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  and  belonging  to  foreigners, 
and  also  to  the  citiaens  of  such  states  as  shall  have  passed  a  legis- 
lative act  complying  with  this  requisition. 

That  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office,  pre^ously 
to  settling  and  issuing  certificates  as  aforesud,  for  the  interest  due 
on  certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan-office  oertilcates, 
shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certificate  signed 
by  one  of  the  persons  whom  the  States  in  which  the  commissioner 
resides,  shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition 
appoint,  that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every 
fuch  certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  state  in  which  the  said  commissioner  re- 
sides, or  of  a  dtjsen  or  citiaens  of  the  said  State,  or  of  some  corporate 
body  or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some  person  who 
is  not  a  dtiien  of  any  of  the  United  States,  describing  the  certificate 
or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  soch  oath  or  affirmation,  in  sneh 
manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  indentify  the  same,  or  as  may  ba 
prescribed  by  the  legislature  of  the  said  state. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  legislature  of  each  stale  is  required  to  provide,  in  the 
act  complying  with  this  requisition,  that  if  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1787,  the  said  state's  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be  issued, 
shidi  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer,  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specne,  which,  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to 
the  redemption  of  such  surplus  certificates. 

iliat  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the  several  loan  offices,  with 
certificates  to  be  issued  for  interest  as  aforesaid )  and  also  with  such 
checks  and  instructions  as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  jadse  nece»- 
sary  to  prevent  counterfeited  certificates  of  the  debts  from  detaining 
a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences  of  inte- 
rest,  and  thereby  to  avoid  receiving  them  in  discharge  of  tazea : 
which  certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holden  of 
the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  has  received  satis- 
faction for  the  same;  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
bearer  in  lieu  of  money,  in  the  proportion  of  one  dollar  and  obo 
third  in  specie  for  one  dollar  in  indents,  in  any  other  state  in  tha 
union,  as  well  as  in  the  state  in  which  ihej  were  issned.    That  thit 
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state  reeemng  sooh  oertifioAfcet^  and  payhiff  tl>e  ssme  into  Ibe  pnblio 
tPOMory,  with  a  proportion  of  specie  as  uoresud,  shall  hare  credit 
therefoTy  which  payment  shall  be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  the 
interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  in  the  proportion  that  each  state  sTails 
itself  of  the  said  oertifioates  of  interest.  That  all  loan  office  certifi- 
eates  issued  after  the  first  day  of  Mareh,  1778^  shall  be  reduced  to 
their  specie  yalne,  conformably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  28th  June,  1780,  and  the  interest  shall  be  ascertained  and 
settled  agreeably  to  the  specie  Talue  of  the  certificate. 

Proridedy  that  so  far  as  relates  to  the  state  of  South-OaroliBa,  this 
requisition  be  considered  as  including  one  million  of  dollars,  being 
that  part  of  the  requisition  of  the  80th  October,  1781,  which  hath 
heretofore  remainiKi  uncalled  for,  so  far  as  to  entitle  the  said  state  to 
the  benefit  of  paying  the  same  in  such  manner  as  she  was  entitled  to 
pay  her  quota  of  the  said  requisition, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

Besolutioas  of  Congress  respecting  supplies  for  the  present  year 
Interest  on  foreign  debt  &c.|  Oct.  30  1786,  referred  to  Committee 
on  Ways  k  means. 


Chas.  Psttit  to  P&B8.  Faankun,  1786. 

New  York,  4th  August,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  a  joint  Letter  which  Col.  Bayard  &  myself  did  ourselves  the 
Honour  to  address  to  your  Excellency  the  26th  of  last  Month,  we 
proposed  at  a  future  Time  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the  Heads  of 
the  Arguments  used  in  the  Debate  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury  recommending  a  Cootinuation  of  the  Issuing  of  Indents 
of  Interest  in  Pennsylvania.  That  Statement  I  have  the  Honour 
to  transmit  herewith. 

Yesterday  a  requisition  on  the  States  for  supplies  for  the  year 
1786,  was  agreed  to  in  Congress ;  it  is  now  in  the  Press  &  will  be 
oSoially  transmitted  to  the  States  by  the  Secretary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespect 

your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obedient 

k  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT. 
Directed 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Fmnklin. 
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.  Tk«  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Treasury*  tendering  a  Resolre  that 
they  "  be  aathorized  and  directed  to  give  Orders  for  the  Continua- 
tion of  the  Issue  of  Indente  of  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
agreeably  to  the  Requisition  of  the  27th  of  September  last"  fte., 
being  read,  it  was  moved  that  the  same  ^e  referred  to  tho  Board  to 
take  order. 

This  was  thought  to  be  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  Business, 
as  it  would  restore  the  matter  to  the  original  Footing  on  which  it 
stood  on  the  first  act  of  the  Board  acknowledging  the  compliance  of 
the  State  with  the  Requisition  and  directing  the  Pajrment  of  Interest 
accordingly,  without  placing  on  tho  Journals  any  Record  of  tho 
versatile  Conduct  which  had  taken  Place.  And  as  the  Proviso  in 
the  proposed  Resolution  left  the  Claim  of  the  State,  as  to  the  86,658 
Dollars,  undecided  upon,  and  it  was  thence  supposed  that  little  or 
no  opposition  would  be  made  to  the  motion,  it  was  thought  best  not 
to  invite  it  by  stating  arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion  unless  they 
should  be  rendered  necessary  in  answer  to  objections. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  as  unreasonable,  unjust  and  impolitic. 

Unreasonable,  1st,  Because  from  the  words  of  the  Requisition  of 
the  27  &  28th  of  April,  1784,  it  was  plain  that  the  one  fourth  to 
be  discounted  in  Certificates  of  Interest  related  only  to  one  fourth 
of  the  Balance  then  remaining  unpaid  of  the  four  millions,  whereas 
the  Discount  demanded  by  the  State  was  one  fourth  of  their  whole 
Quota  of  the  four  Millions.  2dly,  Because  no  other  State  had  made 
a  like  Demand.  Sdly,  Because  the  present  debilitated  State  of  the 
Finances  would  not  admit  of  such  a  Deduction  from  the  Specie 
Claims  of  the  United  States. 

Unjust,  1st,  Because  It  was  well  known  that  the  Sums  which  had 
been  paid  by  the  several  States  on  account  of  the  eight  million  ' 
Requisition  previous  to  the  Statement  accompanying  the  Requisi- 
tion of  1784,  had  been  consumed  in  the  Service  of  former  yearS| 
and  that  three  fourths  of  the  Balance  remaining  of  the  moiety  of 
the  eight  millions,  had  been  relied  upon  in  Specie,  by  the  assent  & 
approbation  of  all  the  States,  Pennsylvania  included.  2dly,  That 
opening  the  Loan  office  in  Pennsylvania  would  let  loose  a  Flood  of 
Facilities  to  inundate  the  other  States,  whereby  the  Citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  would  derive  a  Benefit  to  which  they  were  not  intitled 
till  they  should  have  fully  complied  with  the  Requisition. 

Impolitys — 1st,  Because  if  this  Discount  were  allowed  to  Penn« 
sylvania,  it  must  of  course  be  allowed  to  other  States  in  the  same 
Proportion,  which  would  occasion  a  Deduction  of  between  throe  & 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Sum  in  Specie  paid  into  or 
demandabk  by  the  federal  Treasury  on  that  Requisition. 

2dly,  That  the  meaning  of  Congress  as  to  this  Point,  in  the  Act 
of  April  1784,  being  plain,  and  not  objected  to  at  any  Time  since, 
but  by  Pennsylvania,  it  be<»ime  Congress  to  persist  in  the  Measure 
if  it  were  only  to  avoid  the  Charge  of  versatility ;  but  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  yielding  of  this  Point  to  Pennsylvania  necessarily 
*  S(e  page  15. 
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inmlTed  the  adnuBsion  of  the  like  claim  from  otbef  States,  the  Gir- 
eamstanoes  of  the  Treasury  forbid  aoy  Relaxation. 

Sdlj,  If  the  State  shoald  now  gain  her  Point  in  getting  her  Paj- 
mentB  acknowledged  and  entered  in  the  way  she  was  aiming  at,  it 
wonld  not  be  in  the  Power  of  Congress  hereafter  to  eontrol  the 
adjoatment  of  the  Payments  under  the  Requisition  of  IIM  as  they 
ooght  to  be  adjosted-^That  the  payment  in  Facilities  was  a  desire- 
able  object  to  the  State,  and  if  Congress  were  firm  on  this  Oooasion, 
the  State  wonld  comply  with  the  Specie  Payment  in  order  to  avail 
herself  of  the  Payments  in  Facilities. 

It  was  answered  on  the  part  of  Pennsylyania. 

That  the  claim  of  the  State  to  haye  the  86,658  Dels,  placed  to  the 
account  of  Facilities,  was  certainly  reasonable,  because  it  was  founded 
in  the  highest  Equity,  &  therefore  it  would  be  good  Policy  to  admit 
it.  That  to  reject  it  would  in  fact  be  an  act  of  ill  policy  as  well  as 
Injustice:  it  would  be  punishing  the  most  forward  State  in  the 
Union  in  her  Payments,  merely  for  her  forwardness,  and  rewarding 
the  more  backward  States  for  their  DeliDquency. 

But  that  as  the  Decision  of  this  Point  was  expressly  waved  by 
the  proposed  Resolution,  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  go  into  the 
Argument  upon  it;  bat  to  consider  the  Purport  and  Efifoct  of  the 
Kesolntion  in  (other  Respects,  leaving  this  Point  to  be  discussed 
hereafter — and  if  this  resolution  should  be  agreed  to,  the  Discussion 
might  probably  be  made  with  good  Temper  and  an  accommodating 
Disposition;  but  if  otherwise,  Disgu&t  and  Sourness  might  take 
place  which  might  be  highly  injurious  to  public  measures.  That 
Pennsylvania  had  hitherto  been  among  the  foremost  of  the  States  in 
acceding  to  and  promoting  federal  Measures,  and  had  decidedly  led 
the  way  in  Contributions  of  Money :  'it  was  the  wish  of  her  Citizens 
that  she  should  continue  to  do  so : — but  they  had  some  knowledge 
of  their  Rights,  and  were  not  insensible  to  Indignities.  They  fdit 
the  late  order  for  suspending  the  operations  in  the  Loan  Office  as 
indelicate  as  well  as  unjust.  Even  admitting  that  the  act  of  March 
last  might  be  so  construed  as  to  fall  short  of  a  full  compliance  with 
the  Requbition  of  September  1785,  yet  (as  was  now  admitted  by 
the  Board  of  Treasury  themselves)  it  might  be  so  construed  as  to 
make  a  full  Provision  for  that  Requisition;  and  having  been  at  first 
so  construed  and  acted  upon,  the  mode  taken  to  bring  the  State  into 
a  Compliance  which  they  deemed  unjust,  savoured  too  much  of 
Indelicacy  &  Disrespect  to  have  a  conciliatory  Effect,  but  might  and 
probably  would  irritate  &  offend  if  not  corrected  as  early  as  possible. 

That  it  was  evident  from  every  circumstance  that  the  Legislature 
intended,  by  their  Act  of  March  last,  a  full  compliance  with  the 
Requisition  of  Sept'r  1785,  whatever  might  be  their  view  as  to 
former  Requisitions.  It  was  also  clearly  evKient  that  the  Deficiency 
charged  on  the  State  relate  enthrely  to  a  former  Requisition,  and 
ought  not  to  be  considered  as  at  all  affecting  the  latter ;  it  was  there* 
fore  by  a  disingenuous  &  illiberal  Construction  of  the  Act  of 
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Amembly,  that  U  was  deolafed  to  be  an  hiraffioient  eonpfiaaoe  with 
the  Requisition  which  waa  ita  immediate  object;  and  the  insistiBg 
on  that  Constrnotion  betrayed  a  DispoBition  towards  the  State  which 
her  comparative  merit  as  a  member  of  the  Union  was  far  from  de- 
serving. That  the  Resolntion  under  Consideration  would  leave  the 
Dispute  coDoerning  the  86,658  Dollars  on  fm  and  Proper  Ground 
for  future  Discussion  without  injury  to  either  side  of  the  Question 
If  therefore  the  Proposition  should  be  rejected,  on  what  motive 
could  it  be  accounted  for  that  would  not  savour  more  of  that  narrow 
vindistive  Spirit  which  too  often  attends  the  Biokerings  of  Indi- 
viduals, than  of  that  liberality  and  candour  whidi  should  always 
mark  the  Conduct  of  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  had,  by  their  Beport,  manifested  a 
Desire  to  correct  the  Error  they  had  committed ;  but  having  offi- 
cially communioated  the  obnoxious  measure  to  Congress,  they  con- 
sidered an  Order  of  the  House  necessary  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
in  it.  The  matter  therefore  now  restsd  with  Congress,  and  bow  far 
it  would  be  proper  to  turn  into  Coolness  and  Disgust  the  federal 
ardor  of  a  State  which  had  been,  and  might  be  continued  to  be,  a 
liberally  yielding  Source  of  Supplies,  and  that  too  on  a  mere 
punctilio  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Board  who  brought  it 
into  View,  must  be  submitted  to  their  wisdom  &  Prudenoe. 

Note<i — ^These  arguments  were  not  deHverod  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  here  arranged,  but  were  brought  forth  in  a  course  of 
Answers,  Beplies,  Rejoinders,  &o.,  and  are  now  stated  from  memory 
in  such  order  as  to  convey  the  Intention,  of  the  Speakers  with 
tolerable  Precision. 

By  Mr.  Smith's  Return  there  appears  to  be,  of  the  j^^  the  of  the 
new  Emissions,  at  the  Disposal  of  the  United  States,  via^, 

At  Liberty  by  the  Rec^  of  old  Emissions  from  the  } 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  of  Aug*  1786  j  57,607  49 

Will  be  at  Liberty  when  the  States  shall  have  paid  ) 
in  the  Balance  of  old  Emissions  )  28,839  51 

86,447 
Of  which  there  remains  due  to  the  State  on  acc^  of) 
the  890,000  Dollars  exchanged  for  the  Sute  Emissions  J  78,642 


^Balance  remaining  at  the  Disposal  of  the  U.  S.  7,805 

It  b  proposed  that  this  7,805  Dollars  shall  be  immediately  at  the 
Disposal  of  the  United  States,  on  Condition  that  they  neither  daim 
Dor  issue  any  part  of  the  above  mentioned  78,642  Dollars. 

And  as  the  said  sum  of  78,642  Dollars  has  been  paid  over  to  the 
State  in  Bills  of  the  State  of  1781— that  the  said  Bills  of  1781  be 
repaid  to  the  U.  States,  or  debited  to  the  State  of  Penns*  in  the 
general  account  at  the  f  option  of  the  U.  States,  they  paying  to  the 
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Stele  of  F^ana*  ihe  HIdo  Sam  of  78,642  DolkiB  in  the  new : 
monej  of  1780. 
Notes  added  sinoe. 

*  Note. — ^This  Balance  is  supposed  to  arise  from  some  of  the 
wamnts  not  being  fally  paid  which  were  estimated  in  the  208,000 
Dollars  supposed  to  be  appropriated  before  the  negotiation  of  the 
890,000  Dols. 

f  This  option  was  proposed  in  order  to  soften  FeelingS;  and  was 
so  understood  at  the  Time — But  it  was  nevertheless  expected,  and 
so  understood  also,  that  the  option  would  be  decided  according  to' 
the  Desire  of  the  State. 


Wm.  HooKiBa  Smith  to  Y.  P.  Bid]>lb,  1786. 

Wioning,  Aug.  10th;  1786. 
Bit, 

We  bear  that  GapVn  Scboots  is  this  day  eel  oat  for  Philada.,  we 
Bzpeot  in  order  to  aak  for  Protection  for  Comi  John  Frankllng  and 
Bfajor  John  JinkinSy  in  order  to  attead  the  Aseemblj  ae  Agesla; 
we  are  at  thia  time  in  Great  Gonlosion,  the  Conduct  of  Capita 
Shoots  is  amaaing  to  us,  he  appears  of  Late  to  be  on  the  ride  of 
Allini  Franklin^  JinkiDs,  &  aasooiatea,  he  has  Inlisted  hisMetf  ia 
Proprietors,  Wrights  Pritty  Largly  &  ia  Padling  about  with  Franklin 
ft  Jinkins  in  the  Land  Jobiag  way ;  under  tbe  BuaqnehatiBa  Pro* 
pnetoiBy  on  Satteaday  the  fifUmlh  of  July,  I  sot  out  from  Wiomingi 
on  a  jonney  to  Jersey,  I  spoke  with  FranUin  b  the  moming  as  I 
sot  oaty  who  informed  me  that  he  had  wrote  a  number  of  adfertise* 
aents,  to  call  the  people  together  Some  Day  on  the  last  of  the 
month;  1  told  him  that  I  should  be  back  in  eight  days ;  I  Bzpected 
as  soon  as  I  was  absent  FrankUag  altered  the  advertisnieatS;  called  oq 
the  people  to  meet  on  this  Day,  the  20th,  whilst  I  was  absent  the 
woming  was  two  short  for  the  people  in  this  long  Settlement,  to 
hare  general  notioe,  only  a  few,  I  am  informed  met,  they  were  oalled 
upon  to  attend  to  bisness,  Frankling  Bead  to  the  peq>le,  what  fas 
there  was,  the  TOtes  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  who  met  of  late^ 
and  desired  that  the  people  would  adopt  them  by  passing  them  into 
Totes  hear,  on  this  the  settlers  withdrew  all  to  aTery  fue,  FrankUag 
k  Jinkins  Pushed  on  the  bisness.  I  am  Credebally  informed  that 
there  was  not  more  than  25,  which  voted  &  most  of  them  straglers. 
Jinkins' gave  out  such  threatening  words,  that  no  man  present  dare 
apose,  Jinkins  declared  that  if  any  man  in  the  sattlement  did  op- 
pose the  doings,  of  that  meeting  he  would  distroy  him.  John  Jin- 
kins swore  in  the  most  soUemn  manner,  that  in  case  the  people 
shoidd  oonstitate  or  appoint. any  other  ageqt  than  what  should  be 
chosen  by  that  meeting ;  that  (day  he  would  send  them  to  the  EternaU 
Siiades  of  Darkness,  and  that  he  knew  he  could  rase  i^  partj;  to 
Vol.  XI.— 3 
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hitti|  k  tkii  h«  woiiU  Dbiroy  Bodmien,  woman  and  cUIdMiti 
he  woald  not  spare  the  lives  of  any  one,  Little  or  Oreaty  and  ha 
would  take  their  effeets  to  himself.  Befer  to  the  inolosed|  which  was 
handed  to  me:  They  ehose  at  that  meeting  Frankling  and  Jinkihs 
finr  agents;  They  have  the  sword  in  their  handsj  Frankling  is  a 
Colonel,  and  Jinkins  Major;  the  settlers  cannot  make  any  Defence, 
they  have  been  deprived  of  their  armes,  the  half  share  men  are  well 
armed,  thirty  of  them  can  destroy  the  whole  settlement.  The 
former  part  of  this  Letter  I  wrote  at  Wiomine  •  I  am  on  the  track 
of  Gapt^n  Schoot,&  thb  day  at  Hellers  at  wind  Gap ;  when  I  he^n 
this  letter  I  expected  to  have  sent  it  by  a  yonng  mann  my  Neigh* 
bonrhood;  if  these  men  should  get  protection  from  Coancil,  it 
will  dishtften  the  settlers,  they  are  not  chosen  by  the  settlers,  if 
they  oome  under  yonr  Protection  it  will  be  their  designe  to  affront 
yon,  &  bring  on  it  ftnptare*  The  SaflquehaHna  Company  hate  voted  to 
give  the  west  branch  people  their  lands,  by  this  they  expect  one 
Uioasand  men  from  thence  to  assist  one  Hae  Forgeman  has  been 
of  late  at  Wioming,  who  lives  now  at  Dellaware,  he  has  formeriy 
been  a  jastioe  at  Wiominff  nnder  Connectieut^  he  saitfa  that  when 
Bver  Franklin  calls  he  can  nave  from  tiiat  Neighborhood  five  or  rix 
hudred  bmb,  Franklin  and  associates  brag  that  they  can  have  from 
west  Branch  1000,  from  Dehware  500,  from  Yarmonnt  1000,  aodi 
Beports  intimidate  the  people.  Notwithstanding  there  is  yet  virtM 
in  most  of  the  settlers.  I  have)  copyed  Hamiltons  Letters  and 
spread  ibem  in  the  settlement,  which  is  not  only  economising  but 
Stimulates,  when  I  left,  the  people  were  all  in  a  Tomidt.  I  have 
Drawn  a  Petition  to  offer  to  the  Asaembly,  which  was  rigning  briskly 
when  I  left  The  settlers  in  general  fix  on  me  as  thev  agent.  I 
Bxpect  to  Beeeive  from  them  in  a  few  Days,  the  Petition  and  m 
Power  of  ageney,  and  Instmotions  to  the  AssemUy.  FnadcUn  hm 
had  of  Late  a  Beauest  of  Powder;  we  had  three  Gannon  at  Wiom* 
ing,  which  is  Either  secreted,  or  sent  to  Tiosa.  The  principal 
acenta  i^insi  Government  are,  John  Franklm,  John  Jinknui| 
James  Fin,  Christopher  Holbert ;  they  have  voted  against  taking 
the  Laws;  they  have  pursnaded  the  people  against  Govemmeiil. 
You  will  observe  the  inolosed  Letters.  I  ftar  my  family  will  be 
Destroyed ;  I  Dare  not  go  to  Wiomins  at  prasent ;  people  can  be 
had  plenty  against  the  al^e  petaons.  If  they  could  be  brought  to 
Justice,  or  removed,  the  people  would  soon  be  quiet  If  your 
Honors  should  want  any  Inteligenee  from  me,  before  I  come  to  the 
Assembly,  I  may  be  found  either  at  Hellers,  at  wind  Gapi  or  at 
Colond  Strouds. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am, 

your  Honors  most 

obdt  Hble.  Servant, 
HeUers,  Aug.  11, 1786.  WM.  HOOKBB  SMITH. 

Vice  Pfceideat  P.S.— Tom  over* 
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If.  8.^-^If  the  WicMmingDiflkiirbttiMe  dtoaU  dome  toaa  optn  rop^ 
tan^  if  troepa  AoM  be  wnt  to  Qoloroe  tbe  kwB,  Doofe'r  Smilli  begi 
tluit  Ihe  £rienda  i»  Go^ertuneot  mj  noi  suSsr  mUh  the  diioibediiBtL 
I  flhoald  ndfih  to  go  with  them,  or  at  kart  be  permitted  to  ^e  in  a 
list  of  Namae  of  sooh  aa  an  fnendBfA  beg  fitf  F)roteotioii|  aa  to  my 
OWD  par^  I  am  Be? oted  &  at  your  honors  Serrieei  I  wiA  Ibr  B^gii> 
knty.  ofdar  ft  an  Intvodaetion  of  the  Lava. 

W.  H.  SMITH. 


Awuw/Hf  WiiBZBBOCfK,  kCy  TO  Y.  P.  Bi^pu,  1786. 

Thia  oeaaea  bv  Doetor  Smth^  who  ia  oUiged  to  fly.  KnmkKn  ft 
his  party  have  knowkdlgo  of  faBs.iaformiag  Qovemment  of  Hamit 
ton'a  LekteiSi  BnokUn  ft  Jinkuis  have  glTeii  ont  most  shoekiaff 
threafcfininpi,  aa  to  the  meeting  irtiioh  Fnmklin  warned  of  Late,  and 
ProeeediDgSy  and  as  to  every  partMalar  transaoted  hear,  refer  to  the 
Doctor;  weftel  oaiselves  seiuably  bound  by  our  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  States,  and  in  Oonsoienee  ae  Honest  men,  to  Deolarc  against  the 
Proesediogs  of  Fnuiklin  ft  Jinkins,  and  as  we  Ezpest  aoon  to  some 
to  an  open  Boptnre ;  the  Dootor  has  Drawn  a  Petition  whioh  ia 
now  Bgaingy  ft  the  Letters  from  Hamilton  are  Pabiio,  we  are  deter* 
mintd  to  aot  on  Uie  Honest  side,  if  the  oposita  party  ahonU  prove 
to  hard  loc  «%  we  hope  we  shall  Beedve  asiirtMioe  from  Gove 


Honored  Sir,  we  are 

Devotod  &  your  Honon 
obdL  Humble  Servants, 

ABRAHAM  WB8TBBO0K, 
SAMU£L  HOUB&. 

Pnera  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  &e.,  relatiog  to 
the  Wyoming  bnsiness,  &o.,  to  be  laid  before  a  (jomauttee  oi  the 
Honse,  for  private  inspeetion. 
JHrededf 

To  Oharhs  Biddle,  Bsq'r,  Yiee  President  of  the  Sapreme  Ex- 
eeative  Connoilj  in  hus  absence  to  the  President 


A  morEiNG  BBSPBoxiKa  WTOMiKa,  1786. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  honse  of  Abel  Gtoantoni  Jnly  the  20thy 
1786,  Jeamee  Ken,  Moderator* 

Li  the  first  plase  Franklin  read  the  Doingsi  of  the  Meeting  Latly 
held  at  Hartford  by  the  Soeqnehannah  Company,  at  whioh  s*  Oom- 
paiiy  voted  that  all  that  was  soUed  on  the  West  Branch  nnder  Pen- 
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Mhamft  shou'd  hold  Ihair  LandSi  and  tlat  all  tbat  was  cut  the  Bast 
&iiiok  ahoold  hold  the  Ooimfery  for  the  a*  GoHipaaji  and  a*  CoaoqMtiiy 
yo«ld  BQport  a*  sethrs  to  hold  a*  Landa  fat  tiie  OoBoeotioat  Olaimaata, 
and  tlMMo  0D|  ahould  repreaent  the  whole.  Fnmklia  and  Beach 
then  Did  Solemnly  Declair  that  Ck>ngria  had  not  setled  nothing  in 
regaid  to  the  write  of  Soil  as  some  had  re{M>rted,  But  qnite  the 
reveroe  for  Connitieoat  was  Determined  to  have  aittolher  tiyali  for 
Jnriadiotieni  Parhapa  that  woald  not  Com  on  soon  as  Pensjlyania 
would  allow  the  Peopel  the  Whole  purohais  and  the  Laws  of  a* 
State  it  woald  be  Best  to  accept  for  the  present. 

Qhediah  Chvei  had  a  namber  of  votaa  dona  ready  ibr  the  peopel 
to  YOte  to  in  s'  meeting  which  was  that  the  peopel  had  good  write 
to  their  Lands  and  that  the  Connitiecnt  Purohis  was  good,  aiid  aathenr- 
tiok  and  the  settlers  hear  shonld  hold  the  whole  of  thelndiaii  Porehis 
for  the  Oonnitieoot  Olameanta,  and  Franklin  said  that  if  any  Man 
shonld  fall  of  from  that  and  take  thia  Land,  his,  nnder  the  Staitd 
Pyni^lrenia  he  aboald  look  upon  to  Be  a  Peijhred  Person  and  gnilty 
of  Perjary,  in  the  higheat  Sort,  the  agenia  that  ahonld  be  ohoeen  at 
a*  meeting  ahonld  have  their  instmotion  not  to  take  np  with  nothing 
Short  of  the  whole  Purohis,  this  was  Toted  in  the  meeting,  By  about 
20  or  80  and  them  Moatly  half  Shear  men,  and  perhi^  but  fwe  of 
them  that  have  ever  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  a*  Gore,  FrwuklUi  and 
Beach  told  tbe  meeting  that  in  ease  thev  gave  up  their  Indian  Daed^ 
they  would  Be  all  tunied  of  amediateiy,  and  that  if  Pyaaylvenia 
had  grantod  a  jConnty  Last  Session;  No  Donbt^  Bnt  they  woald 
grant  the  whole  the  Next. 

John  Jinkins  then  swore  in  the  Bfoat  Sacred  Blanner  that  in  ease 
that  the  Peopel  should  Constitute  or  appoint  any  other  agent,  But 
what  should  Be  cbeaen  by  that  meating  that  Day,  he  would  Send 
them  to  the  Eternal  Shades  of  Darkeoess  and  that  he  knew  he  conld 
raise  a  party  to  assist  him  at  any  time  he  wanted,  and  that  he  would 
Destroy  Both  man,  woman  and  children,  of  all  such  personslie  weald 
not  spair  the  Ufa  of  one  either  6mall|  or  Qreat^  and  woald  take  their 
affects  to  himaelfe. 

Agents  Choseo  at  s*  Meeting  to  repaasent  this  SattlepMftt  «t  the 
August  Session. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 

JOHN  JINKINS, 

GILES  SLOKEM,  Director.* 

The  above  writer  was  afrade  to  put  his  name,  but  what  he  has 
asserted  can  be  proved  by  a  number  present. 

*  The  foregoiDg  papor  is  so  badly  written  that  it  is  difficult  to  decypher  it 
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TnmlAticii. 

PhilMlsAiig*10,1786. 
Sip, 

For  moietiMm  a  yen  past  th«  FmmIi  M«iibaiitf  of  Ibb  CSiy  have 
apply'd  to  me,  to  know  if  they  were  eblig'd  to  appeer  under  AroM 
vith  tho  Militia;  and  tbey  have  at  different  times  requeeted  me  to 
make  such  Bepreeentatione  oa  the  Sabjeot  as  I  sbeold  juilge  propeti 
as  well  to  the  Predeoessor  of  your  Exoelk  aa  to  yo«nelf.  I  have 
always  aasweved  them,  that  ab  I  did  not  aee  any  Attempt  made  to 
force  them  to  this  kind  of  Servioe,  I  should  think  it  indisoreet  to 
troaUe  the  fizecntive  Branch  of  Government  with  ReclamationB 
that  did  not  seem  to  have  any  Foundation.  But  it  now  appears  thai 
the  Captains  of  the  Militia  are  become  more  rigorous  than  heretofore, 
and  some  among  them  require  the  French  Merchants  not  only  to 
appear  at  the  present  Beviews,  but  to  pay  Fines  for  their  former 
Absences. 

As  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  leaves  searoeany  doubt  respecting  the  perfect  Beciprodty 
with  which  the  Subjects  of  the  two  Nations  ought  to  be  treated,  and 
that  never  any  American  Merchant  has  been  molested  in  France  on 
AciMWint  of  the  MiUtia,  I  dare  hope  that  your  Ezoell^  would  be 
pleased  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Bepresentations  which  I  have 
the  hononr  to  make  in  behalf  of  the  French  MerohantSy  and  to  take 
such  Measures  as  you  may  judge  proper  for  preventing  their  being 
l&eieafter  troubled  on  that  Subject 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  Bemeot^ 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble, 
ft  most  obed't  Servants 

BABBEDBMABBOIS. 


PkoposaIiS  BESPECTma  Dokation  Land  Lottkrt,  1786. 

To  His  Excellency  the  president  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

The  sub^riber  begs  leave  to  propose  to  the  honorable  Council, 
that  if  they  find  occasion  to  emplov  a  person  to  prepare  (under  their 
direction)  the  Lottery  for  distribution  of  the  donation  lands,  to 
make  out  the  patents,  keep  registers  of  the  applicants  ftc,  he  would 
for  a  moderate  compensation  undertake  the  bussiness,  should  such 
serviee  be  found  necessary  ft  this  proposal  be  approved  the  com- 
mands of  the  honorable  Bpard  or  a  committee  thereof  will  be  faith- 
fully executed  by,        Their  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

Phihdelphia,  August  21, 1786.  GBIFFETH  EVANS. 
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8eo*t  of  Oonobbss  to^Pbbs.  Fbakeun,  1786. 
Oirailftr. 

Oftoe  of  Seeretary  of  Gooffress.  Aiunut  28«  1786. 
Sir,  ^  B  -6 

I  havo  ihe  bonor  of  transmitting  to  yoor  Exeellenoy  Borewith 

onolosod  two  copies  of  the  oontinnation  of  the  Joarnal  of  OongreM 

from  the  1^  June  to  8^  of  the  present  month,  one  for  the  ExeoativOi 

ttie  other  for  the  Legislative  branch  of  Gtnremment. 

With  the  greatest  respect^ 

I  IwYc  the  honor  to  be,  your  Bxcelleney'B 

Most  obedient  &  most  hnmble  serr*. 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Szcelleoc;  The  Frettdent  of  Peonsylvania. 


BEflOLUnON  OV  G0NQBS9S. 

B;  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Angnst  23d|  1786. 

On  the  report  of  a  Oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of 
the  Board  of  Treasury  rdataye  to  the  iasae  of  Indents  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Besolved.  That  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  27th  and  28th  of 
April,  1784|  do  not  anthorise  any  state  to  pay  certifioates  or  disoomitB 
of  Interest,  on  the  domestic  debt,  to  an  amount  exceeding  one- 
qnarter  part  of  the  sums  or  balances  then  due  from  the  several 
States  to  complele  a  moiety  of  the  requintion  of  the  80th  Octoberi 
1781|  for  eight  million  of  dollars. 

Besolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treafory  be,  and  hereby  are  autho- 
rised and  dveeted  to  give  orders  for  the  oontinnation  of  the  iasoo  of 
Indents  of  Interest  in  tine  State  of  Pennsylvania,  agreeably  to  the 
Bequimtion  of  the  27th  September  last;  provided  that  such  emis- 
tton  of  Indents  be  not  considered  as  warranting  that  oonstmction 
of  the  Beqoisition  of  the  27th  &  28th  of  April.  1784,  which  the 
State  has  thought  proper  to  make,  and  by  which  construction 
86,658  doUars  in  spede  due  to  the  United  States  upon  that  requia- 
tion  has  not  been  provided  for  in  the  Legudative  Aot  of  the  said 
State  of  the  8tb  Mareh  last. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seqr* 
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SeCBSTA&T   of    CoK<}RJK»  to   PkBS.   FAAHTKLIir,    1786. 

Offioo  of  ibe  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  25U^  1786. 
Siri 

I  hayo  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  BxoelkDey  liereirith 
eneloaed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  asseaiUed  direeling 
the  board  of  treasory  to  give  orders  for  a  oontinoatioa  of  the  isnie 
of  Indents  for  Interest  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  agreeably  to  the 
requisition  of  the  27th  Sept.  last. 

with  the  greatest  respeot, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Ezeellenoy  most  obedioaly 

ft  most  humble  Servt 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
DireeUd, 

His  Bxeellenoj  Benj.  Frsnklini  Pxendent  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 


A  Statb  07  THB  Rbpbbsbhtatioh  jm  OovaznaSf  1786. 

A  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress,  for  the  Blontb  ef 
Angost  1786|  pnisnanft  to  the  aot  of  17th  Angnsty  1785. 

Members  in  Town, 
Ifeir-Hampshirei  New-Jersey 

Mr.  Livermore,  Mr.  Cadwalladeri 

Mr.  Long,  -    Mr.  Svmmes, 

UttsaohuseltSy  Mr.  Homblowcr, 

Mr.  Oorham,  Pennsylvania, 

M'Kin&,^  Mr.  Pettit, 

Mr.  Sedgwiek,  Mr.  Bayard, 

Bhodo-Island,  Mr.  St  Ghur, 
Mr.  Manning,  Delaware. 

Mr.  MUler, 

Oonneeliont.  ««^     i    ^ 

*-     T 1.  Maryland, 

Mr.  Johnson,  »^    tt 

New-Yodr,  Mr.  Harrison, 

Mr.  Haiiiig,  Mr*  Eamsay, 

Mr.  Lanrenoe, 
Mr.  Smith, 


a  mmsnNA3!a±  abchiyis  itm 

.   Virginia,  Soath-Cacolina, 

Mr.  GraysoQi  Mr.  Bull; 

Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Pickneji 

Mr.  CarringtoD|  Mr.  Huger, 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Parker, 

Nortb-Caroliaai  Geoigia,. 

Mr.  BloodimUii  Mr.  Houstoan^ 

Mr.  WkUe^  Mr.  Few, 

The  Stated  represented  were  all  present  except  I>elaware  tliroiigh« 
oat  the  mon^ 


COMMIS8IOIUB8  OR    WS8T  BOUNDA&Y  TO  COUKCIL,  1786. 

Western  boundary  of  Pennsylva.  Sept.  8d,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  Councils  That  the  Line  of  the  Westem 
bonndaiy  of  the  State  is  extended  from  the  South  West  Comer  One 
hundred  &  forty  Three  Miles,  and  hope  to  compleat  it  by  the  first 
of  next  Month. 

We  are  now  on  Waters  running  Northward,  but  have  no  infor- 
mation of  the  distance  to  the  Lako. 

The  Indians  appear  friendly  and  have  expressed  no  dissatisfaction 
t»  oar  running  the  Line. 

We  are  with  Bespeot,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedt.  Servt 
ANDREW  PORTER, 
ALEXANDER  McCLEAN. 


John  Franklin  &  John  Jbnkins  to  Pass.  Faanxlin, 

1786. 

Philadelphia,  Sept  4di,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble 
Council  that  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  August  last,"*"  under  the  hand 
of  your  Excellency  and  Seal  of  the  State,  granting  Protection  to 
the  agents  for  the  settlers  of  Wyoming — we  reoeived-*>pnnaant 
thereto,  we  arrived  at  this  City  last  evening  for  the  purpose  of  Re- 
presenting the  said  settlers  in  Council  and  Assembly  aooording  to 
onr  appointment  and  agency. 

We  shall  feel  ourselves  happy  to  have  a  hearing  in  answer  to  any 
Crimes  alledged  against  the  people  we  have  the  honour  te  Represent^  & 

*  See  page,  14. 
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to  Isf  BwA  mitten  before  tiie  Sonble  Council  or  AsMaibly  ai  AM 
kd  agreeable  to  tbe  Instniotioiis  Omn  ns,  by  our  Gonstituents,  and 
produolrre  of  tbe  general  good  of  tbe  wbole ;  at  suob  timee  as  ant 
epportnnity  sball  offer^  oonsistent  witb  Deceneyi  rale  and  good 
oraer. 

We  are  may  it  please  your 

EzodleDcy  your  meet 

obdt.  &  hble.  Servants,* 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JENKINS. 
Birseied, 

His  EzoeDeney,  Benjamin  Franklin,  President  in  Conndl,  Pbila* 
delphia. 


F.  HoPKIHCKMf  TO  SUPBSUB  EXBCUTIVB  OOOHCSI^  1786. 

To  His  BzoeUeney  tbe  President  &  HoDonnble  tbe  Snpreme 
EzecutiTe  ConnoO. 

Gentlemen, 

James  Kennard,  one  of  tbe  Delaware  Pilots  has  pat  into  my  noS" 
session,  as  Judge  of  the  Admiraltj)  a  small  Sloop  a  a  Negroe  Boy, 
belonging,  as  it  is  said,  to  Pavid  Kin|(  &  William  MoBowall  of  tha 
Island  *of  Antigua,  &  from  them  piraticallj  taken  by  the  mate  & 
brought  into  Delaware  Bay,  where  the  mate,  after  taking  out  tbe^ 
Captain's  Chest  &  plundering  the  Gabbin,  left  her  with  only  this 
Negroe  Boy  on  Board,  You  will  find  the  Cireunostances  of  this 
Case  more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  enolosed  copies  of  the  ezam^ 
nations  I  have  taken  of  the  Pilot  &  Boy« 

By  the  Register  of  this  Vessel  it  appears  that  the  mate's  name  is 
James  Bum,  &  by  the  Pilot's  aooount  he  must  probably  have  knde(j| 
with  bis  Plunder  &  a  Negroe  Lad,  whom  he  took  with  him  in  or 
near  Musmillion  Creek  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 

I  thought  proper  to  give  your  Honours  this  Intelligence  that  you 
mieht,  if  you  tbmk  proper,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Govemour  of 
Delaware  State,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  speedily  taken  foe 
apprehending  the  wrong-doer  and  bringing  him  to  Justice. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  (Jentlemen,  your  most ) 

Obedient  A  very  bumble  servant,  > 

r     .         .  FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 

Pbilada.,  Sepr.  4tb,  1786. 

Examination  of  the  Negro  Boy  Jem  found  on  Board  the  Sloop 

Bumper  in  Delaware  Bay,  who  says, 

That  be  belongs  to  David  King  of  Antigua,  who  put  him  on 
Board  the  Sloop  Bumper  belonging  to  bis  Master  &  William 

8* 
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MoDonel,  liit  HMd  Clark.    Tluii  Captain  £S»|)mii  im  Oaptafs  of 

this  Sloop.  That  aboat  tbie^  weeks  ago  they  Bailed  from  Antigui 
nith  PasaengerB  to  St.  Oroiz,  that  from  St.  Groiz  tiiej  went  dow9 
to  St  EoBtatiai  where  the  Captain  went  on  Share  to  aee  if  he  eonkl 

get  any  PasBengers  back  to  Anttgna^  &  took  two  negroe  boys  with 
im.  That  the  Oaptiun  went  on  ahore  about  12  o'elook  at  noooi  ft 
aa  Boon  as  it  was  dark|  the  mate  eame  away  with  the  yesBel,  ft  left 
the  Captain  ft  two  Boys  at  'Statia.  That  after  two  Days  sail  they 
were  to  another  place,  he  knows  not  where.  That  there  a  negroe 
Boy  came  on  Boud  in  a  small  Boat  That  the  mate  hoisted  the 
Boat  in,  ft  kept  the  Boy  on  Boaid,  after  whioh  he  made  Sail,  ft  in 
Ten  Dajrs  made  the  Land  of  Virginia.  That  a  IHxgbia  Pilot  Boat 
hailed  mm  and  asked  him  where  he  was  bonnd,  ft  the  mate  answered 
to  New  Providenee.  That  next  morning  they  were  off  Delaware 
Bay  ft  a  Pilot  Boat  from  Delaware  spoke  them^  ft  the  sud  mate 
told  them  he  was  boond  for  Now  York.  That  abont  idne  o'doek 
that  nighty  vis.|  the  28th  of  Angasti  they  east  anohor  near  the 
ahon.  That  the  mate  was  dedrooo  of  ^ing  on  ahore  immedintelyy 
ft  hoisted  ont  the  small  Boat  for  the  PorpoBOi  bnt  the  wind  blew 
too  hardy  ft  so  he  was  obliged  to  wait  till  morning.  That  abont 
Day  bredc  he  came  to  him,  this  Ezaminent,  ft  waked  him,  ordering 
him  to  go  on  shore  with  him,  bnt  the  Examinent  not  ohoosiDg  to  go 
with  him,  went  down  into  the  Hold  and  hid  himsdf.  That  the 
mate  called  after  him  several  times,  but  he  not  answering,  the  mate 
with  the  other  negro  Boy  went  on  shoro,  taking  with  them  the 
Captain's  Chest,  containing  his  Cloathes  and  Money.  That  they 
also  stripped  the  Cabbin  of  its  Famitnre,  such  as  Knives  ft  Forks, 
Glasses,  Cnps,  Cnrtains  ft  other  things.  That  after  they  were  gone 
he  came  from  his  hiding  Plaoe  ft  looked  ont  for  some  Boat,  ft  seeing 
a  Pilot  Boat  at  a  distance  he  hoisted  the  Jack  on  the  shronds  as  a 
0^al,  whereupon  a  Pilot  oame  on  Board  ft  brought  him  np  to 
Philadelphia. 

Beine  examined  respecting  the  mate,  he  says,  that  he  was  called 
James,  out  does  not  know  his  other  name.  That  he  eame  on  board 
with  the  Captain  at  Antigua,  they  having  both  been  employed  on 
Board  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  same  Owners,  which  diey  left  to 
eome  on  Board  this  Sloop. 

That  James,  the  mate,  is  a  stout  man,  not  very  tall,  ft  wore  his 
own  Hair  strait  ft  short  behind.    When  he  went  on  shore  he  had  a 
check  Shirt  ft  Canvas  TxowaerB— 4id  not  wear  Shoes  or  Stoefcings. 
Examined  ft  taken  this  8d  of  Septr.^  1786,  Before 

FRAS.  HOPEINSON. 
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Be  ft  remembered  tliat  on  tie  Third  Dft;^  of  Septem1)er,  in  the  jeat 
of  our  Lord,  1786;  Before  me,  Franois  Hopkinson,  Judge  of  the 
GonrI  of  Admiralty  for  the  Oommonwealh  of  PennsjlTaniay  per- 
Bonally  appeared  Jeremiah  Kennari  Pilot,  ft  being  duly .  swonij 
did  depose  and  Bay: 

Thftt  on  Tuesday,  the  29tb  of  Augpat,  laal  being  near  Lewia  Towhi 
in  Delaware  Bay,  he  saw  a  Sloop  lying  at  anchor  at  the  Baek  of  the 
Shears,  (a  shole  In  the  Bay  of  Belaware,>-^the  sloop  having  a  Jack 
aft  her  shrouds  as  a  sigiUkL  That  Biohard  Howard,  a  rmL  raa 
along  side  the  Sloop  ft  put  the  deponent  on  Board,  ft  kft  him  there* 
That  the  Deponent  found  no  Persons  oa  Board  the  Sloop  but  e 
negroe  Boy,  who  told  him  that  the  mate  had  plundered  the  sloop  ft 

Kie  off  in  the  Boat>  leaving  him  alone  on  Board*  That  the  nepoe 
y  further  told  this  Deponent  that  the  Sloop  belonged  to  David 
King^ft  Wilbn.  McDowell,  of  Antigua*  That  one  Oeorffe  Simpeoa 
was  Oaptain,  ft  sailed  from  Antigua  to  St.  Oroiz  in  Jmy  last  with 
paesengen.  That  after  the  passengers  were  landed,  she  went  up  to 
Di.  Biwtetiay  ft  whilst  the  Oaptain  was  on  shore  there  with  two  of 
the  negroes,  the  mate  came  off  with  the  Sleep  with  this  Boy  (Jem) 
on  Bond.  That  he  sailed  ft  came  to  an  Island  where  a  negroe  Boy 
in  a  Boat  came  on  Board.  That  the  said  mate  then  seised  the  Boat 
ft  Boy  ft  came  off  with  the^,  after  which  he  arrived  in  Delaware 
Bay  at  9  o'clock  at  Niffht,  ft  about  Day  break  he  took  the  negroe 
Boy  together  with  the  j^under  he  had  taken  from  the  sloop  into  the 
Boat,  ft  went  off  Rewards  the  shore  of  the  Dekware  State.  That 
this  Deponent  piloted  the  said  Sloop  up  to  Philadelphia,  where  she 
now  lies.  That  he  found  two  Podet  Books  on  Board  oontainmg  » 
number  of  papers  ft  letters,  which  he  delivered  to  Captain  FahMwri 
ft  that  there  are  still  more  books  and  papers  on  Board. 

And  further  this  Deponent  smth  not 

Sworn  to,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid|  Before 

ERAS.  H0PKIN80N. 


David  Lhnox  to  V.  P»  Cha's  Biddlb,  1786. 

Philada.,  6di  Sept^  1786. 
Sir, 

A  duty  w^h  I  owe  myself  obKges  me  agidn  to  trouble  you,  re- 
apeetinff  an  affidr  which  I  once  Ud  the  honor  of  mentioning  to 
yoo.  On  a  settlement  lately  with  the  Comptroller  General,  he  in- 
formed  me  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  allow  me  depreciation  of  Pay 
after  my  Exchange,  which  was  in  April,  1778.  After  mv:  Bx« 
change,  there  was  no  man  more  anxious  to  continue  in  the  Service 
than  myself,  and  to  shew  it,  I  served  the  whole  of  the  Campaign  of 
1778,  as  a  Yolunteer  aid  to  Qeneral  Wayne,  (the  then  Commanding 
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Offioor  of  the  Pennsjlvuiia  Line^)  $s  the  rifttcuitioii  of  tfie  anny  diA 
not  admit  of  my  getting  the  Bank  to  wbioh  I  was  entitled,  from 
that  Circamstanoe  alone,  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  service,  hut  not 
as  an  officer  resigned,  but  rather  as  a  deranged  one.  Under  those  cir- 
enmstanocs  I  think  it  a  hardship,  I  shonld  be  deprived  of  depreciation 
of  pay,  &o. ;  from  the  time  of  my  exchange  to  the  time  I  came 
home,  which  was  abont  the  middle  of  September  following,  of  thia 
I  produce  General  Waynes'  Certifieate,  and  which  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Oomptroller  General.  Should  Council  think  proper  to 
order  me  the  settlement  to  which  I  flatter  myself,  I  am  entitled, 
(ft  which  will  Ml  far  short  of  my  ezpenoes,  while  upwards  of  eighteen 
months  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,)  you  will  add  to  the  obligations  I 
have  already  received  from  you,  by  writing  me  their  determination 
to  Baltimore  to  which  place  I  set  of  in  the  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  much  respect,  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 
very  humble  Servt., 
Directed,  J).  LENOX. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle^  Esq. 


Secrbtakt  of  Congress  to  Pebs.  Franklitt,  1786, 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

September  5, 1786. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  order  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency herewith  enclosed,  a  State  of  the  Hepresentation  in  Congress 
for  the  month  of  August*  to  be  communicated  to  the  Legislature. 
With  groat  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obdt.  &  most  hble.  Servt., 
Directed,  OHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


y.  p.  BlDdU  TO  QOTSttHOB  OV  MaBTIiAZTD^  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  6^  1786. 
Sir, 

This  letter  will  he  handed  your  Excellency  by  Siek  Seesars  one 
of  the  30  East  Indians  concerning  whom  I  have  before  had  the  honor 

*  See  page  61. 


FBSKSILVANIA  JLBCHIVES  1786.  57 

of  wrHiDg  the  Ezeentiye  of  Mirjlaiid.  Tis  now  ten  months  rinoe  they 
arriyed  in  this  Oity,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  they  hare  been 
fed  and  doathed  at  the  expense  of  this  State«  They  now  retann  to 
Maryland  under  a  prospect  of  getting  from  thence  a  passage  to  India, 
shoidd  Captain  O'Donnell  be  willing  to  take  them^  and  if  not  to 
Qaow  themselyes  upon  your  Ezoellenoy  and  your  Legislature  for 
such  patronage  and  support  as  their  ciroumstances  seem  to  require. 
I  am^  Sir^  your  Ezoellenoy's 

very  HumUe  Berrant, 

OHARLBS  BIDDLB, 

Vice  President.* 
Dtrectedj 
To  His  Excellency;  the  Qovernor  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 


?enn.  State. 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Penn- 
aylyania. 

To  all  to  whom  thsee  present  was  eome,  Greet 

This  is  hereby  to  certify  that  the  bearer  hereof  Jiek  Eeesar  and 
thirty  other  persons,  natives  of  China  and  India,  who  have  resided 
in  this  state  since  1st  day  of  Kov.  last,  have  as  far  as  our  enquiries 
and  observations  extended,  behaved  in  a  sober  and  orderly  manner, 
and  are  entitled  to  the  gocd  offices  of  all  well  disposed  Persons. 

Qiven  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Biddle,  Y. 
P.,  and  the  lesser  Seal  of  the  state  at  Phila.^  this  6th  day  of  Sep., 
1786. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esq, 


Ofpiohbs  of  Militu  air  Philadblphu,  1786. 

The  Officers  of  the  MiHtia  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia present  their  most  respectful  Compliments  to  his  Excellency 
the  F^resident  and  members  of  the  Hon^*"  the  Supreme  Execudve 
Councili  requesting  the  honor  of  their  presence  at  a  review  of  the 
Light  Companies  and  other  Detatchments  of  said  Militia,  on  Thursday 
the  14*^  Inst,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon. 

FfnkO'y  Sep'  12th,  1786. 

Directed, 

^',  His  Excellencg^,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Bxeondve  Council. 
»  Col.  Reo.  XV.,  p.  76. 


08  PINNSTLTAinA  ABGHIVB8  1788. 

David  Jones  to  Council,  1786. 

To  tbe  liononble^  the  Sapreme  Exeoniive  Coanoili  of  the  Common« 
wealth  of  Pennsylyaniai 

Greeting. 

Tour  Fonon  may  remember  that  yon  received  a  re^aest  from 
me  to  order  the  Sale  of  a  oertain  Traot  of  Land  aitnated  m  Bufialoo 
valley  in  the  County  of  Northnmberlandi  forfeited  as  the  Property  of 
Thomas  MabkenesSi  which  is  not  yet  sold.  Wm.  Mabkeneas  is  now 
present,  &  soppoees  his  Property  should  not  have  been  forfeited,  as 
he  left  Amenca  in  '75  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  bot 
if  it  must  be  sold,  he  wishes  it  may  be  done  as  soon  aiT  poesiblei  as 
there  la  a  Prospect  of  Bedress  in  great  Brittain« 
Waiting  an  answerCi 
I  am  your  Honor's  most  obedH  Serv'L 

DAVID  JONES.* 

Sept.  12, 1786. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezeentive  Oonndl  of  the  Gommo&-> 
wealtii  of  Pemu^lTania. 


Opisioh  ov  Attobnkt  GsNiRAL  ON  Oabb  ov  J.  O'Hara. 

1786. 

Third  street,  Sepf  r  18, 1786. 
Dear  Sir; 

I  haye  considered  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  the  SOtii  Sepf  r, 
1780,  and  the  objection  arising  from  it,  yis., "  That  no  officers  in  the 
**  late  General  Hospital  except  such  as  are  enumerated  in  that  ordi- 
<' nance,  were  intended  to  be  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
<<20<^  Feb.  1782.''  This  objection  at  first  appmed  oonmderable; 
but  upon  turning  to  the  original  reeolTo,  (which  is  misNoited  in  the 
act  of  Assembly,)  the  diffi<mlty  in  a  great  degree  disappears. 
.  Upon  the  fuUest  consideration  I  could  giTC  this  subject  I  am  of 
Qpimon  that  the  ordinance  of  the  d0<^  Sc^t.  cannot  be  the  role  of 
construction,  in  this  case,  and  that  we  must  not  confine  ourselTSB  to 
the  officers  therein  mentioned. 

Firak  because  the  resolution  of  Feb.  20,  expressly  provides  for 
those  who  resigned  after  the  10^  April,  1780,  &  eonsequentiy  may 
include  officers  of  the  first  Establishment,  before  the  new  arrsngement 
took  place  in  Sept 

Secondly,  because  those  who  were  leftcmihy  this  very  arrangement 
of  Septal  an  abo-provided  tat.  The  Aet  <xf  Aasembly  miarecttes  this 

•  Sale,  ordwed  Col.  Bee.,  Yd.  Xy.»  page  82. 
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pirt  of  tbe  TMoliitioii  of  OongniB  k  tbenibj  oMtttes  the  diSmUiy 
loa  did  me  the  honor  to  slate  to  me.  It  epeeka  of  thoae  **  mho 
beeune  flapernumerary  by  the  enaagemeiLt  of  Ootober/'  but  the  otiA- 
m1  leaolTOi  velatee  to  ^<  those  who  became  aiipeniiimemy  bj  the 
amBgement  in  September,  All  the  GomaiBflariea  beoame  aopeniv* 
menury  thereby. 

Thirdly.  Bt  the  same  reaohe  of  OongraB  the  OomptreUflr  Oeaenl 
of  the  United  States,  is  authorised  to  settle  the  depreoiaiion  of  the 
pay  of  "  the  officen  in  the  IcUe  General  hoiniiaU"  who  reaigaed  or 
became  smienmmeiary  as  aforesaid  &  do  not  oelong  to  any  particalaTf 
state.''  Under  this  resolye,  I  understand,  that  persons  not  nentioiied 
in  the  ordinance  of  Sept',  haye  been  settled  with  &  their  depreciatioii 
allowed.  If  so,  this  being  a  continental  business,  &  the  sums  granted 
diarceable  to  the  U.  S.  it  appears  to  me  that  the  constrootion  adopted 
by  their  offioer^  is  a  safe  one  for  us. 

Lastly,  As  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  depredation,  a  mere  ftilfillment 
of  the  original  contract,  an  act  of  jnstice  &  not  of  txmnty,  I  oonoeiTe 
that  all  ordinances  &  acts  of  asaemUy  on  this  subject  ought  to  be 
oonfitmed  liberally,  in  fayor  of  the  daimaats.  It  is  for  these  reasons, 
Sir,  that  I  cannot  think  the  ordmance  of  Sqpt.  militates  with  the 
opinioB  I  gaye.  I  am  sensible  howeyer  that  a  wider  censtnietioii 
than  you  were  inoHned  to  siye  the  act  will  let  in  the  okim  of  many 
persons ;  ft  if  the  reasons  i  haye  adduced  riionld  not  proye  perfectly 
satisfactory,'!  should  be  sorry  that  a  matter  of  so  much  eonseqaence 
to  the  state  should  be  decided  by  my  opinion  alone ;  ft  would  adyise 
that  those  of  ihe  judges  be  taken,  as  one  of  them  was  on  the  com- 
mittee which  brought  the  resolution  into  Congress,  the  subject  ia 
probably  (kmiliar  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respeot| 

SiTi  Your  most  obed*,  ft  yery  hum.  Sery*. 

W-  BBADFOBD,/wi.* 


I  haye  oonndered  the  depremation  account  of  James  (yHara  late 
GommisBaiy  in  the  General  Hosf^tal  of  the  United  States,  as  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Gen',  and  thereupon  beg  leaye  to  report  to 
CkmnciL 

That  by  the  aet  of  the  U*^  Apdl,  1782,  ^<all  officers  in  the  late 
General  Hospitals  who  were  inhabitants  of  or  belonged  to  this  State 
at  the  time  of  entering  into  Serviee,  ft  who  became  Supernumerary 
Ifj  the  anangement  of  Oof,  1780,  or  resigned  before  10  Ap>,  1780, 
and  were  not  otherwise  proyided  for  by  law,'^  are  entidM  to  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay* 

Aa  this  aet  was  passed  merely  to  carry  into  ezeeutioii  a  resolye  of 
Congress  ft  is  expressed  in  the  yery  terms  of  that  resolye^  ft  aa  the 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Tol.  XV.,  p.  80. 
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depreoiaiion  allowed  is  <m  tbo  acooant  of  the  Umted  States,  I  appro* 
head  that  we  must  resort  to  the  .proceedings  of  that  body,  to  learn 
what  oonstmotion  we  ought  to  giye  to  those  words,  ^' All  CMioeis  in 
the  late  Qeneral  Hospittd/'  Aooordingljr  we  find  that  in  the  ordi- 
nanoe  first  estabfishing  the  department,  in  that  regulating  their  pay, 
and  in  many  others  Commwaries  are  considered  as  &  termed  Offioen. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  M'  O'Hara,  (if  other  eiroumstanees 
oonspire)  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act^  &  tiiat  the  aooount  is 
properly  passed. 

W-  BR&J)FORD,  Jun. 

Philad-,  Sept.  10%  1786. 
JWrecfeef, 

Honble  Oharles  Biddle>  Esq.,  Vice  President,  &o. 


COMMISSIONBE  TO   COMMSBOIAL    CONVENTION   TO  PftES.     . 
F&ANKLIN,  1786. 

To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  EzeoutiYe  Council  of  thoGovmoii- 
wealth  of  Pennsylyania. 

The 'undersigned  oommissioner  appointed  by  your  honorable 
board  to  attend,  with  his  colleagues,  at  a  meeting  with  oommissionem. 
from  the  other  states  in  the  union  held  in  the  city  of  Annapolis  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  Unit€^. 
States  begs  leave  to  report  that  such  meeting  did  accordingly  take 
place  the  proceeding  whereof  are  herein  enclosed. 

Your  commissioner  also  begs  leave  to  report  that  no  oommissiouem 
having  been  appointed  by  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of 
conferring  with  those  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  concerning  the 
commercial  regulations  of  the  three  states,  and  ft  being  impossible 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  Maryland  commissioners  at  that  time, 
two  communications  were  made  in  writing  copies  whereof  are  also 
enclosed. 

It  will  be  proper  further  to  inform  your  honorable  board  that  a 
tneeting  with  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  Yirdnia  and 
with  your  commissioners  upon  the  latter  business  is  earnestly  desired 
by  the  commissioners  of  Maryland  and  as  the  immediate  interest  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  well  being  of  the  United  States  may  be  pro- 
moted by  a  liberal  &  judicious  arrangement  at  such  a  meeting  it  is 
much  to  be  wished  that  it  may  take  place. 

Your  commissioner  conceives  it  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
your  honorable  board,  as  well  as  for  his  own  justification  to  state  the 
particular  cireumstanoes  under  which  he  found  himself  in  the  exe- 
cution of  each  of  the  duties  assfgned  to  him.  Difficulties  probably 
not  to  be  obviated,  prevented  the  commissioners  of  the  eastern 
states  fh)m  arriviog  at  I^iladelphia  in  their  way  to  Annapolis  so 
early  as  they  wished^  and  all  your  cempnifisioiier's  colleagues  being 
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mgpgjii  in  ptiUid  kw»Ms,  Um^  jurttj  taomw^i  ikit  Aij  thMkl 
more  faithfollj  discharge  their  yarious  daties  to  the  State  by  eon« 
tuuxing  in  Philadelphia  'till  aome  of  the  eastern  eommianoners  ahonld 
appear.  In  the  meantime  the  pnblio  &  private  engageuenti  of 
WYAal  of  the  oommiBaioneva  aaeembled  at  AnnapoUa  were  aneh  tbat 
it  became  impossible  for  them  to  remain  beyond  the  period  when 
the  adjournment  took  place.  Under  these  cirenmit«Msee  year  eom- 
miasioner  trasts  that  the  steps  which  he  ventured  to  Uke  in  the 
absence  of  his  oolleagnes  will  not  meet  the  disapprobation  of  Gover-> 
ment^  but  that  they  will  be  ascribed  to  bis  anzioas  desire  to  preven* 
two  eomraiflstons  so  important  to  the  stale  ft  to  the  aatioii  at  larger 
from  being  entirely  unprodnotive  of  bemefioial  conseqnenoes. 

TBNOH  OOXB. 

Philadelphia  September  Idth,  1786. 
Directed f  v 

The  honorable  the  Sapreme  ExeontiTe  Council  of  the  Common 
weMtk  of  Pennsylvaniaa. 


Tbnch  Coxb,  Commissioner,  to  Commissiokbbs  of 
Maeyland,  1786. 

Baltimore^  September  16th;  1786. 
Oentkmeny 

As  a  CommissioneT  from  the  State  of  Pennfiylvania  I  expected  the 
Sitia&etion  of  a  conference  with  you  nnder  a  Commission  from  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  on  the  subject  of  the  Daties  and  other 
malters  afifocting  commerce  in  the  two  States.  I  find  however  that 
tbk  cannot  now  take  place  Ibr  various  reasons.  This  being  the  case 
I  have  oonceived  it  to  be  my  Duty  to  make  this  communication  and 
to  reqsest  that  you  will  do  me  the  honor  of  reporting  it  to  your 
LnrisuUnre. 

The  assimilation  of  those  Commercial  Systems  which  have  been 
adopted  for  a  time  by  the  several  States  has  appeared  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  a  very  desirable  object  viewed  in  a  National 
Bghi.  The'  diSerMice  of  Circumstances  hassled  to  dissimilar  Regu- 
lations it  has  been  held  that  none  should  be  adopted  which  militate 
against  the  fundamental  and  essential  principles  of  the  Union. 

In  examining  the  Laws  of  Trade  in  the  several  States  the  follow- 
ing Facts  have  been  found  to  exist,  Ist,  That  the  Duty  of  Tonnage 
OB  Yesnels  built  in  or  belonging  to  the  Cidaens  of  the  other  States  is 
grettter  titan  that  imposed  on  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Citizens  of 
the  State  enacting  the  Law  and  equal  in  some  instances  to  the  ton- 
nags  laid  upon  most  of  the  Foreign  Nations  that  have  »  commercial 
Interoonrae  with  America. 

2fidly»  Tbat  the  Daties  imposed  upon  €k>od8  imported  in  Vessels 
bnik  in  os  betongbg  to  other  partn  of  the  Union  are  greater  than 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  86. 
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diOMhidoB  OoodtiiipovMiByeMlBbdoagbgtolihft  emMOig 
Stele. 

Srdly,  That  Goods  of  the  growth  pfoduot  and  mam^Mtue  of  tiia 
other  Btetoe  in  the  Union  are  ehaigod  with  high  Duties  vpon  iiin>or« 
tstion  into  the  eaaeting  State  as  great  m  many  Instanoee  as  tbose 
imposed  on  Fordgn  attioles  of  the  saoM  kind. 

To  proeniean  altention  of  these  natters  eyidently  opposed  to  Oe 
great  prindples  and  Spvit  of  the  Uniony  the  Stete  of  Pennsylvania 
empowered  her  Gommissioners  to  the  general  Convention  to  treat 
with  yon  who  were  appointed  by  the  Legislatnre  of  Maryland  and 
wilJi  other  Gommissionen  who  it  was  ezpeeted  would  be  appointed 
by  the  State  of  Yirgmia.  The  Legidatim  of  Yirgjhiia  not  having 
appointed  GomodsBioners  for  treadns  of  this  Business,  I  have  been 
led  to  make  a  oommunioatiQn  simOar  to  this  through  tl«  Gom- 
missioners from  that  State  to  the  general  Commercial  GonventioB. 

Having  ptinted  out  the  Oimumstanees  in  theOommernai  Laws  of 
the  other  States  which  appear  to  our  Government  to  reqofre  roe— ^ 
sidsration  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  you  how  the  Laws  of 
Pennsylvania  $tand  in  these  particulars.  They  dedare  as  follows 
Isty  That  aU  Ve$teU  belonging  to  the  Gitisens  of  the  United  States 
whether  Ponnsylvanians  or  others  shall  pay  the  same  Duty  of  Ton* 
na^  and  tiiey  do  not  discriminate  against  ships  belonging  to  the 
GiUsens  of  the  ether  States  in  any  oharge  whatever. 

2ndlyy  They  impose  the  same  Duties  on  Ooodt  imported  in  Ships 
belonging  to  tne  Gitiaens  of  Pennsylvania  as  are  laid  upon  Goods 
imported  in  Ships  belonging  to  the  GitiaenB  of  the  other  States  ia 
Union. 

Srdly,  They  exempt  entirely  from  Impost  all  Goods,  Wares  and 
MerchanduBO  of  the  growth,  product  or  MteiaEusture  of  the  United 
Slates. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl^nin  was  in* 
fluenced  to  this  kind  of  Gonduot  by  a  regard  for  the  general  Gom- 
meroe  of  the  Nation  and  that  federal  GonsideratioBS  have  led  them 
to  extend  their  care  to  that  great  object  without  any  discrimiwatioii 
in  favor  of  their  own  OUizem,  The  only  deviations  from  these 
principles  observable  in  the  Gommeroial  Laws  of  Marylaul  being 
an  extra  Tonnage  upon  Vessels  which  are  not  both  built  in  and 
belonging  to  the  Gitisens  of  the  State  and  an  Impost  upon  Bum 
manu&otured  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  it  isprssumed  diat 
the  L^slature  has  been  influenced  in  some  degree  by  the  same  Coa* 
^derations  which  have  opeiated  in  Pennqr Ivania.  But  as  these  two 
Ibcts  as  far  as  they  go  counteract  the  design  and  Spirit  of  the  Umon  by 
placing  the  Gitiiens  of  the  Gonfederaoj  on  the  footing  of  Foreigners 
and  as  they  may  lead  to  similar  Regulations  in  tfaa  other  Stetes  and 
further  as  it  must  ever  be  the  policy  of  Wise  Nations  to  attend  to 
the  smallest  deviations  from  essential  principals  at  their  list  appear- 
ance ;  I  trust  that  the  Legidatuee  of  Maiyhmd  on  fiurthsr  eonsUk* 
•ration  will  not  permit  these  Regulations  to  remain  in  force  but  that 
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iimy  imnSm  «wir  ynHk  FnaqrHNdii  ia  ^        ^ 

whmk  by  blending  the  Interest  miut  oernent  the  UnicmOT  theSttlesL 
I  hftTB  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  reqieetftd  ConsidentioDy 

Ckndemen,  your  most  obed.  Gtonri 
(Signed,)  TBNGH  COXE^  Commianoner 
for  the  State  of  PeniwylTuila. 

The  Honbl.  Samuel  Chase,  Peregrine  Leatherborj,  William  Smith| 
Samuel  Hvffbee  and  WlUiam  Hensley  Eaqdree.  GommiflBiotieia  for 
the  State  of  Maryland. 


Dakisl  Lbvan  to  Y.  P.  Biddu^  1786. 

Honored  Sir, 

A  Namber  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of  the  Boroiuh  of 
Beading,  by  their  applioation  to  me  settmff  forth,  that,  for  the  Base 
and  Dispateh  of  Pablio  Bonness,  in  and  for  the  Conntj,fthat  ihera 
is  a  neoesaity  for  another  Jostioe  of  the  Peaee  in  the  Borongh  of 
Beading,  and  their  reasons  being  obvioos  ft  Oood,''as  nnmbers  on 
Orphans'  Goort^  at  the  distaoee  of  Twentjr  railee  and  more,  tMether 
with  the  minm,  attend  at  Beading  and  tor  want  of  another  ^etiee 
of  the  Peaee,  are  pat  to  the  Bxpenoe  of  being  detained,  nntil  tiie 
nearest  Jnstioe  (wno  liws  nine  or  Ten  miles  off)  Oan  be  sent  lbr| 
and  in  Case  of  his  absenoe  they  all  most  often  flo  home  withenl 
hairing  their  Bveheas  donoi  to  their  Snienoe  and  great  dstitnent 
to  the  Estate  of  the  minor  Children, — ^by  the  act  of  the  Qeneial 
Assembly  passed  at  Philadelphia  4th  March  last,  Our  Bepresenta« 
thes  thoaffht  proper  to  pay  no  jregard  to  the  Constltntion,  whioh  had 
enabled  l£e  Honorable  Connoil  to  CommisBion  two  or  more  that 
were  retomed  by  Betiding,  as  19eH  na  other  OonJity  Towns,  and 
restrioted  ns  to  that  Number  only,  and  by  a  particular  Section  XIY 
deprived  Conneil  from  doing  ns  Juaiea,  the  fsod  Peod|e  here  Can* 
not  comprehend  that  they  by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  the  Detriment  of 
the  StatCi  should  be  looked  upon  more  undeserving  than  their 
Brethren  in  the  Sister  County  jjancaster,  and  would  willingly  put 
up  with  the  unconvenient  Law,  but  regret  that  their  Brethren  in 
tte  County  must  share  the  Same  Calamity,  when  our  Lancaster 
,  Brethren  can  do  their  public  tcansacdons  more  ready,  and  we  pride 
ourselves  to  have  been  fully  as  ready  in  the  field  of  Danger, — and 
as  yoa  itpcesent  the  little  Patriotic  County  of  Berin  in  Ooundl,  we 
lel J  that  you  wiU  if  possible,  advise  us  how  we  are  to  proceed. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  Particular  Bsteem 

Your  most  obed't  Bm'tf 

Beadi^  Sep.  20tli,  1786.  DANL.  LSVAN. 

Direcied, 

Honorable  Charles  Biddle^  Bequire^  PlnLidelpbia. 

HonM  by  Migor  Church. 
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BmKD  Ot  TElBAdUET  TO  Fb18.  FEAVKLnr,  1T8^ 

Ciroalar. 

Bowd  of  TreMory, 

Beptember  25tli,  1786. 
Sir,  . 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  we 
do  onrselvea  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Exoell^cy  for  ihe 
Information  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  you  preside;  m 
Certified  Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  Inst. 

The  reasons  which  hsYe  induced  that  Honorable  Body  to  enter 
into  the  Bnolosed  Resolves  are  soeYidently  dictated  by  a  regard  to 
the  great  Interests  of  the  Confederacy  that  we  cannot  doobt  but  that 
the  wisdonrof  the  several  Legislittures  will  discern  the  propriety  of 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  them  in  all  their  proceedings  which 
^late  to  the  Collection  of,  the  Revenue  a{^ropriated  for  the  Service 
of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respeot 
your  Excellency's 

obed't  huml.  Serv'ts, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEA 

JDireoted, 
His  ExceTIenoy,  Benjamin  FrankliS;  Esq'r^  Ptesident  of  the 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 


RssoLvnoN  ov  CoNorasSy  1780. 

By  the  Umted  States  in  Oongress  assembled.  ' 

September  18, 1786.  "^ 
The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  Mr.  St.  Clair,  and 
Mr.  Harrison,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  12th  from  the 
board  of  treasury,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  commissioner  of 
the  loan-office  to  the  state  of  Rhode  Island^  and  an  act  of  the  kgis* 
lature  of  that  state  j  having  reported, — 

''That  it  appears  from  these  communications,  the  leg^stnre  of 
the  state  of  Rhode-Island,  by  an  act  passed  at  their  last  session,  have 
made  the  paper  currency  of  that  State  receivable  on  all  arrears  of 
taxes  due  to  the  United  States  j  that  as  this  eicplanation  of  .the  law 
of  the  state,  relative  to  the  late  requisitions  (^Oongress,  entirely  de- 
feats the  intentions  of  those  acts^  the  commissioner  of  the  loan-office 
has  suspended  the  issue  of  indents  in  that  state,  on  the  requisition 
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nf  Ae  274]i  Sflpfeember,  1785,  untH  lia  dtould  Teedrd  ilM  cttteiotioiu 
of  the  board  of  treasury  on  that  anbjeel.  Tbe  board  fertber  remar^i 
ftbaft  the  legialatwe  of  fefae  state  of  New-Jeiwy^  have  dao  made  their 
paper  mnrenqr  reoeiTable  on  the  aman  of  taxes  d«e  on  tbe  requHrt- 
tioQ  of  the  27th  and  28th  April,  1784.    On  this  slatemeBt  tbe 
ooBunittee  eh0en!%  ttat  as  tho  requisitions  of  Congress  are  calculated 
for  the  purpose  of  requiring  from  the  states  a  sufficient  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  due  6n  the  foreign  and  domestio  debt,  and 
the  maintenanoe  of  the  oiril  department,  no  doTiation  can  be  ad- 
mitted from  the  mode  of  payment  therein  established,  without 
exposing  the  funds  of  the  United  ftates  to  great  loss  and  ineon« 
Tenienoe,  particularly  as  the  discharge  of  thefinterest  due  on  the 
foreign  debt,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  government,  nnuf: 
altogether  depend  upon  tbe  payments  that  are  made  into  the  federal 
treasury  in  specie.    That  to  admit  the  reeeipt  oi  bills  of  esedit 
issued  under  tho  authority  of  an  indiridnal  state,  in  disobarge  of 
ibetf  speeie  piopertion  of  a  leqniaition,  would  de&al.  its  object,  as 
the  said  bills  do  not  einmlate  out  of  the  linuts  of  tha  state  w  whisk 
they  are  emitted,  and  because  a  paper  median  of  asy^State^  how- 
ever well  funded,. cannot,  cither  in  tha  eztensiveness  of  its  ciienki- 
tion,  or  in  the  course  of  ita  eaudiange,  be  equally  valuable  with  spM 
or  sUver,  Xbat  if  the  bills  of  eiedtt  of  tbe  statesTjof  IRbode-I^md 
and  New  Jersey,  were  to  be  leeeived  from  those  states  in  Recharge 
^  federal  taxes  upon,  tbe  prinoiplea  of  equal  Jnatiee,  bilhi  esuttad 
by  any  other  sti^  must  be  reeived  from  them  also  in  payment  of 
thw  prc^tione,  saad  thereby  instead  of  the  requisitions  yieldinejf^ 
sum  in  actual  money,  nothing  but  paper  would  be  bzongbt  into  mt 


liBderal  treasury,  which  would  be  wholly  inapplioabla  to  the  payment 
of  any  part  of  tbe  interest  or  priniipal  of  the  foreign  debt,  or  th^ 
maintenance  of  tbe  government  of  tbe  United  States.  ^  That  as  the 
oonsequenoes  fif  tbe  pregedents  which  have  been  established  bj  the 
states  above  mentioned  are  dangerous  to  the  infberests  of  the  anion, 
the  committee  conceive  it  necessary  for  Congress  to  express  their 
sense  upon  the  subject.''  Whereupon,' 

Resolved,  T}iat  a|  the  ahnual  requisitions  of  tbe  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  were  made  by  them  in  virtue  of  tbe  powers  of 
the  confederation,  and  for  tbe  necessary  purposes  of  government,  tbe 
aame  are  obligatory  on  tbe  states  as  such,  and  ought  to  be  discharged 
by  them  in  the  manner  by  the  said  requisitions  directed,  and  in  no 
other. 

Besolved,  That  as  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  such  parts  of 
4be  principal,  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  are  in- 
cluded in  any  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress ;  and  the  maiutenance 
of  tbe  federal  government  cannot  be  provided  for  but  Tby  payments 
in  speeie  into  tho  federal  treasury  of  the  sums  respectively  req^iired 
(tf  the  statea^lhetem,  no  payments,  either  in  bills  of  credit,  or  in  any 
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90ttv  node  thm  tiioAd  pohted  out  by  the  and  leqvdtioDay  ott  or 
M|bi  4o  b#  admiitod  in  disobAige  of  the  mm. 

Ordeied,  Thai  ihe  board  of  lieaauy  tnmamit  a  eopyof  Un  &bo«« 
jeaolatioiMi  to  eaoh  atftto,  and  iaaae  inatraofcloiui  to  iJbe  mpeolm 
loan-ofltoea  eopfomable  tharota 

OEJL  THOMSON,  Soo^y.* 


iHSTBUcnoNS  TO  Sauitsl  Dalb,  1786. 

Ib  OoQooily 

Pa.,  SM^tamber,  25dij  1786. 
Bir,  ^ 

Yon  will  to  pfooeed  as  aooB  as  poanUe  to  Wyoming,  and  there 
distribato  as  manv  of  the  Lawa  that  ate  passed  ereoUng  the 
^  Northern  part  of  the  Oovnty  of  Northumberland  into  a  seperato 
Oonnty  f  aa  yon  may  think  neeeaaary;  yon  wiU  then  goon  to  Tioga 
and  enqiyitt  of  Oa^t.  Spalding,  James  Stmwhridge  w  any  Other 
person  of  OhsBaetermto  the  robbery  aaid  to  haim  been  eoaamitled  by  a 
eertain  John  Hogg,  and  aooM  people  that  ware  with  him.  If  yon 
aee  the  Indiana  that  oomplain  of  being  rob'd,  leave  the 


money  with  Oapt  Spalding  to  cive  them,  taking  hia  teempty  proeofe 
all  the  inlormation  yon  ranibly  ean  eonoemiog  the  Bobbery;  that 
the  perpetratois  may  be  brooght  to  Jnatfoe  ^  T&e  every  opportunity 
of  Aei|*  the  people  with  the  fimvable  diqpoaltioB  of  Government 
to  them;  th^if  they  behave peaeaable,  they  will  aK>t  only  be  treat- 
ed with  Jnstioe,  bnt  generoaity  by  die  StatSL 

yonr  obedient  and 

very  HnmUe  Servt, 
JHrtgledf  0HABLB8  BIDDLB.^ 

Smnnel  Dale,  Bsqiniin. 


iro«i0i.--Jomr  VRAwam^  1786. 

Whereas  by  a  Jaw  of  this  State,  enacted  At  twenty-third  Day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hnndred  and  £ighty*sijc,  A  new 
Ooantv  is  ereoted  from  the  NeaooMok  Greek  on  the  senth,  to  the 
north  line  of  the  State,  extending  East  to  the  Lehigh,  and  West  to 
the  ridge  of  land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Bast  &andi  from  the 
waters  of  the  West  Branch  of  Ae  Sosqnehana  rivei^  by  the  Name 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne. 

That  the  inhabitants  thereof  have  Bight  to  eiyoy  all  and  Singular 
JurisdietionS;  powers.  Bights,  Liberties  and  privileges  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  do,  may  or  onght  to  enjoy, 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee,  YeL  2CT.,  p,  107. 
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appoinied  by  Law  for  holding  the  annual  eleotiom  in  tbo  mfwmA 
Gowtiea  in  Ihe  Stated  tet  tfia  aaw  aai  Sztraofdi^ 
of  thiB  SettlaoieQt  rendar  ife  higlilj  esj^odmit  Ihafc  amoetii^  te  haU 
to  adopt  meaaweB  in  Confbnnilj  of  Ibe  abote  roeitad  Law.  Thaaa 
wn  ihatebn  to  notify  the  aetlkrs  and  tneMitm  of  |h#ffdd  Ooai^ 
of  LwenM,  tkat  they  aieet  at  tha  hoviie  of  AM  Pmea,  S^[.»  in 
Eingaton,  <»i  Satmday  tbo  7th  iaatanty  at  im»  o'dlook,  P.  M*  lit 
To  hear  the  i«iwrt  of  the  Amenta  i^tnnied  from  Philadelphia.  2d. 
To  adopt  Meaanrea  (aofar  as  may  be  eoofiiataat  with  the  OonatihBitioii 
•ad  Law)  for  holding  an  fileotion  at  the  time  appointed  by  Lali. 
And  8dly.  To  transaot  any  other  BnaineM  proper  and  Beoaamy  to 
be  Done  at  aaid  meeting. 

Dated  at  Wilkabvy  w  the  Coonly  of  Loaflrne^Ootober  the  2^ 
1786. 

Signed,  JOHN  FKANKLIN. 


JoHH  Fkjuxkujx  to  Db.  J.  HAHn/roir,  1786. 

Wilkabane,  Oct.  2d,  1786. 
Sir, 

Aa  you  are  f(md  of  news  I  send  eneloaed  a  few  lines  for  yomr 
penisal,  the  following  Gopiesy  (?is.,)  Ist.  Copy  of  Dr«  Smith's  Dia- 
missioa.  2d.  Inatrootioa  from  Committee  to  the  Agents.  Sd.  A 
Letter  from  J.  Franklin.  4th.  His  Ezoelleney's  Answer  in  CooaeiL 
5th.  A  Letter  from  Franklin  and  Jenkins  as  Agenti^  Ae.,  to  Ooon* 
ml,  Dated  Sept  6th.  7th.  A  Letter  from  Franklin  and  Jenkins  to 
Speaker  of  Assembly.  8th.  Petition  from  do.  to  Assembly,  Dated 
Sept  11,  1786.  9th.  Debates  of  the  house  on  sd  PeUtion ;  Oom- 
aiittee  appointed,  fto.  10th.  Some  few  remarks^  with  the  r^^  of 
the  Committee  of  Assembly. 

I  ozpeet  yon  have  heard  of  Myself  and  Major  Jenkins  beiaff 
appointed  As^ts  to  represent  this  Settlement  in  Council  and 
Assembly.  We  aeeordingly  attended]  we  aniyed  at  Philadelphia, 
Sept  3d.  Were  ealled  before  Coondl  the  7th.  The  Honorable 
Ghaa.  Biddle  Presided  as  the  President,  was  not  able  to  attend.  I 
had  the  Pleasnre  o£  Stating  onr  whole  Solfering  to  Connoily  from 
thoDeoree  at  Trenton  to  the  present  time;  I  left  no  stone  ontome^ 
the  Diaoonrse  Continued  about  one  hour  and  a  half.  Col.  Arm- 
strong and  Esq.  Soyd  were  present,  they  heard  a  Complete  history 
of  their  Conduct  while  at  Wyoming.  I  Did  not  forget  the  Pro- 
eeedings  of  AssembW  uad  Council  towards  us.  We  were  heard  by 
Goani^  who  gave  the  greatest  attention,  and  treated  us  with  tbi 
ffreateat  respect  We  were  heard  without  hindrance,  zeatraiat  or 
Moleatation.  We  were  Bequested  to  attend  a  Second  timCi  which 
waa  Done;  our  Instruotioas  were  Bequested,  which  we  gm  to 
Council  to  Peruse,  a  number  of  quesuons  were  asked,  &c.  nrtioa« 
krly  respecting  the  Sheriff  bang  opposed  the  last  time  he  was  at 
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_  I  Ae.    Ooimeil  finally  Reoomm^nded  us  to  lay  oaf  Maflen 

ore  Assembly. 

His  Exeellenoy,  B.  Franklin^  sent  a  Bequest  to  ns  informing 
4hat  he  has  a  Desire  to  have  ns  call  on  him,  we  aeeordingly  Waited 
im  him,  cave  him  a  fall  aeoonnt  of  our  grievanees,  nearly  the  same 
that  we  Dad  laid  before  Gonndl,  also  gate  him  our  instrnotionsl 
S\a  Brceilenoy  Bzpressed  a^  great  Pleasnre  in  having  the  opportunity 
of*  hearing — he  Informed  us  that  he  had  heard  something  of  the 
Distarbances,  but  was  never  so  Ailly  acquainted  before. 

We  Presented  a  Petition  to  the  Hoose  of  Assembly,  Sept.  11.  I 
Atil  refer  yon  to  the  Petition,  and  Prooeedings  thereon,  however 
we.wore  not  heard  by  the  Oom'te  of  Assembly  so  fally  as  we  were 
by  Council.  Messrs.  Fitzsimmons  and  Clymer  appeared  as  thongli 
they  would  wish  to  take  advantage,  and.  were  very  Inquisitive. 
Messrs.  Finley  and  Smily  were  not  present  but  a  little  part  of  the 
time,  said  but  a  few  words  to  US|  fto,  I  have  made  some  remarks 
on  that  Subject  to  which  I  refer  you.  You  will  observe  by  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  that  nothing  is  done  to  Confirm  our  title. 
We  continued  three  Weeks  at  Philadelphia,  Betumed  here  last 
Tuesday— -the  Beport  of  the  Gom'te  was  not  adopted  when  we  left 
them }  however,  we  Ibund  it  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
house,  and  thought  not  best  to  wait  any  longer.  The  Assembly 
have  Gompleated  the  new  County  according  to  the  Bill,  except  the 
line  from  Nescopeck  running  N.  West  instead  oi  West.  The  Agents 
Did  not  urge  the  Completion  of  the  County^  as  we  Wished  to  have 
ft  Confirmation  of  our  Title  first. 

We  have  a  Bight  to  hold  an  Election  the  2d  Tuesday  of  this 
Month  to  Elect  a  Bepresentative  and  other  Officers  of  Government^ 
but  the  time  is  so  short  We  shall  be  obliged  to  omit,  as  we  have  no 
Authority  to  take  the  first  step. 

It  may  not  be  Amiss  to  Inform  you  that  there  were  sundry  Peti- 
tions against  a  Division  of  the  County  by  our  Enemies,  but  to  no 
Purpose.  Sundry  Papers  were  sent  to  Council  that  were  laid  befare 
Assembly  (vis.,)  Ist.  Letter  from  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  dated 
May  17tb^  setting  forth  that  Ethan  Allen  had  came  to  Wyoming^ 
with  a  number  of  others  and  were  Gabelling  to  erect  a  new  State, 
this  was  Confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Esq.  Shaw,  who  also  sent  a 
Copy  of  an  Intercepted  Letter  (as  he  called  it)  from  Joseph  Hamil^ 
Ion  to  John  Franklin,  Dated  March  24th,*  advising  for  Independence 
— also  my  Letter  to  Col.  Montgomery  of  the  26  of  June  last — and 
Sundry  others — we  may  thank  Dr.  Smith  for  your  Letter  of  the  24 
March ;  he  Beceived  it  in  my  Absence,  took  great  Pains  to  send  it 
to  Esq.  Shaw,  that  Council  might  receive  it;  he  also  Wrote  a 
Letter  to  Council  Informing  against  the  People,  setting  forth  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fiy  because  he  would  not  Join  for  Independence, 
(G  ..  D  ....  the  Liars,)  however,  I  asked  Council  Bespeeting  the 
Oomplaints  against  us,  they  It^fbrmed  us  that  the  Complaints  were 

.,'       ,  .     *  See, Vol,  X.,  p.  76X-alse  7Qi-76a 
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not  vortby  of  Notice.  We  heard  near  the  same  from  AsBemblj.  I  find 
Yanooa  opiniont  Baipeoting  our  Tiile-HMme  advtae  ns  to  applj  In- 
diTidaally  for  Preemption  Rights,  others  adyiae  to  apply  for  a  tract 
5  Miles  OD  each  mde  of  the  Biver,  and  Include  Huntington  and 
Proyidenoe,  and  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  grMited|  others  say  Giyil 
Law  muBt  Determine  the  Soil,  &o. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  Waiting— I  cannot  Write  as  fall  as  I  Would  Wieli 
— ^I  woold  mention  the  affair  of  your  late  Letter  to  Ool.  Butier 
Bespeoting  Mr.  Wigdon.  Col  Butier  Does  not  eboose  to  meddk. 
iritb  aettUng  Disputes— Major  Jenkins  is  not  Willing  nnleas  the 
number  was  larger,  two  only  oould  not  be  a  quorum— it  has  been 
talked  of  to  make  an  Addition  in  the  settlement  to  Act  in  Conjunc- 
tion with  OS.  I  expect  to  Call  a  Meeting  this  .Week  and  shall  con- 
sult the  Business.  I  Atll  Write  more  hxgfi  when  an  opportunity 
offers. 

Am  in  baate. 

Tour  Ob't  humble  Ser't, 

JOHN  FBANKUN. 

N.  B.    People  are  not  easy  Respecting  Capt.  Strong's  Town  at 
Wasock,  it  is  not  settled — our  People  are  threatning  to  aetdo  it 
>  I  am  much  Blamed  that  I  will  not  give  Liberty  to  fill  the  Town. 
Yon  Will  find  the  Coppys  I  Mention  by  the  Pages,  beginning  at 
the  Page  (1.) 

Direciedj 
Doctor  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson,  State  of  N.  York. 
Hon'd  by  Mr.  Gilbert. 


Bbpobt  of  Commissioners  on  Wbstbrn  Boundary  Link, 

1786. 

We  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  and  Complete  the 
Line  of  the  Western  boundary  of  the  State  of  PennsylTania,  beg 
leave  to  Report :  That  we  have  ascertained  and  completed  said  Line 
by  astronomical  observations  as  far  as  Lake  Erie ;  having  opened  a 
Tista,  and  planted  Stones  in  the  proper  direction,  marked  on  thn 
the  east  side  P.  and  that  said  Line  extends  some  distance  in  the 
Lake. 
Ootober  4th,  1786. 

ANDREW  PORTER, 

ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN. 
«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  91. 
Vol.  XI.— 4 
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(Oinmlflf.) 
Office  iji  Seeretary  of  GongresB, 

Ootobei»4,1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  year  EhioeUeney  herewtth' 
enclosed,  two  Copies  of  the  contioaation  of  the  Joarnal  of  Congress' 
from  the  8th  Augnst  to  the  26th  September  last,  one  for  the  Ek« 
eoatiTe  the  other  for  the  Legislatiye  branch  of  Oovemment. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 

ob't&moBth'bleServ't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Difeciedf 

His  Exoellenoy,  the  Pcesident  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Pbopobals  fob  a  BoADy  1786. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  and  SiH>ieme  Executive  OouAoil  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  Elliot  of  Path  Valley,  Franklin  Connty,  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following  proposal,  viz. : 

Whereas  it  is  said  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  aforesaid,  to  view  and 
Lay  out  a  Road  from  the  Widow  Millers  Fpring,  in  Cumberland 
County,  to  Pittsburgh ;  have  not  made  a  satisfactory  report  to  vour 
Honours,  especially  of  that  part  which  lies  between  Widow  Millers' 
Spring  and  the  Burnt  Cabbins  in  Bedford  County :  and  whereas  a 
Petition  is  now  on  foot,  to  be  presented  to  your  Honours,  praying 
for  a  Review  of  the  Different  ways  from  said  Widow  Millers'  spriuff 
to  the  Burnt  Cabbins  aforesaid.  Now  Provided,  your  Honours  will 
be  pleased  to  grant  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  now  on  foot,  and 
Report  be  made  in  favr.  of  the  way  By  Cummin's  Gap,  Bryan 
Clark's  and  Ramsey's  Gap,  (as  the  said  Elliot  Humbly  Apprehends 
will)  he  the  said  Elliot  for^and  in  Consideration  of  Eight  Hundred 
Poands  to  him  advanced,  mil  undertake  to  Clear  a  Road  twenty 
feet  wide,  the  whole  way  from  the  Run  or  small  Branch  of  Canedog* 
winet,  at  the  Entrance  of  Cummin's  Gap,  by  Bryan  Clarks  and  by 
Ramsey's  Gap  to  the  London  Road  at  the  Burnt  Cabbins  Except 
at  steep  Declivities,  and  that  at  such  places  he  will  dear  a  sufficient ' 
and  Bife  way  for  one  waggon^  and  passing  places  at  the  end  of  every 
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twenty  PearoheSi  wheire  three  irtggone  gmng.  etoli  wey  may  eon^ 
▼eDiently  pass  eaoh  other ;  and  that  he  the  said  £lHot  will  pat  jtf 
avfieient  seenrity  that  he  will  P^rfonn  the  above  andertakiog  by  the 
first  of  July  next,  provided  Oooncil  will  Oomj^  with  Um  above 
proposal  three  Months  previoos  to  that  time. 

Signed.  WM*  ELLIOT. 

October  8th,  1786. 


Alexandjsb  MoClbast  to  Coukoil,  1786. 

Union  Town^  10th  October,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 
Having  visited  my  family  after  my  retnm  from  Lake  Erie,  I  now 

Sroceed  to  finish  the  line  of  division  between  the  Certificate  and 
onation  lands  and  lay  oat  the  residae  of  the  Lots  in  district  No.  Ij^ 
and  as  it  will  be  attended  with  Considerable  ezpence,  beg  Council 
would  i^ease  to  direct  the  payment  of  my  wages  for  assisting  in 
compleatiog  the  Western  Boundary.  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esquire, 
will  hand  you  this,  and  is  requested  to  receive  the  sum,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  GoancQ  may  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
(Gentlemen,  jeor  most 

obedient  and  very 

Humble  Servant, 
ALEXANDER  MoCLEAN.    . 
Dirteledj 

His  EKcelleney,  and  the  Sopreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  Gom- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secbbtart  of  Congrbss  to  Pkbs.  Pbankun,  1786. 

Circular,)  t 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Cpngress, 
October  16th,  1786. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  of  transmitdng  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  Ordinance  passed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
issembled  for  establishing  a  board  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Individual  States. 

As  this  Ordinance  contains  a  recommendation  to  the  several 
Legislatures  to  pass  Laws  to  enable  the  said  board  and  the  persoil 
or  persona  eommissioned  by  them  to  call  before  them  respectively 


n 
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wiiiie8060^  And  e^tamine  them  on  oftth  er  aflkniAtion  Jn  «ll  mfeUen 
loaohiog  (he  eUims  exhibtfted  to  the  Aboardy  your  Kxcellenoj  will  bo 
j^easod  to  aabmit  this  matter  to  the  LegifUtwe  of  Uio  State  ofec 
whioli  jour  'jpre#ide. 

with  the  gr^iest  respoQty 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Elcellenoys  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  Servant, 
-     -  CHA.  THOMSON, 

Directed 
His  Excellency  The  Presddent  of  Pennsylyanhi, 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Oetober  20th,  1786. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  War 

Office  with  the  papers  enclosed  containing  intelligence  of  the  hostile 

intentions  of  the  Indians  in  the  Western  Country  havine  Reported. 

<'  That  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  intelligence  from  the  Western 

*^  Country  plainly  indicates  the  hostile  disposition  of  a  number  of 

Indian  Nations,  particularly  the  Shawanesc;  Puteotamies;  Ghippa- 

was,  Tawas  and  Twiffhtees.    That  these  Nations  are  now  assembling 

in  the  Shawanese  Towns,  and  are  Joined  by  a  banditte  of  despa- 

radoes  under  the  name  of  Minfloes  and  Oherokees,  who  are  outoaats 

from  other  Nations,  and  who  have  associated  and  settled  in  that 

Country  for  the  purpose  of  War  and  plunder.     That  they  are 

laboring  to  draw  m  other  Nations  to  unite  with  them  in  a  War 

with  the  Americans.  "^ 

**  That  it  is  expected  one  thousand  Warriors  will  soon  beeoUeoied 
in  the  Shawanese  Towns,  from  whence  they  have  already  dispatehed 
parties  to  commence  hostilities.  That  from  the  Motions  of  the 
Indians  to  the  Southward  as  well  as  to  the  Northward,  and  the 
exertions  made  in  different  quarters  to  stimulate  the  various 
Nations  against  the  Americans,  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  that  unless  the  speediest  measures  are  taken  effectually  to 
counteract  and  defeat  their  plans,  the  war  will  become  general, 
and  may  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous  and  lasting  con- 
sequenoes.. 

"  That  the  Committee,  therefore,  deem  it  highly  necessary  that 
the  Troops  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States  be  immediately 
Augmented,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  States  bordering  on  the  western  territory  and  the  valuable 
settlements  on  and  near  the  margin  of  the  Mississippi,  but  to 
establish  the  possession  and  facilitate  the  surveyiuff  and  selling  of 
thoae  intermediate  lands  which  have  been  8$|  much  relied  on  for 
the  reduction  of  the  Debts  of  the  United  States."  Whereupon, 
Beaolved  unanimously  that  the  number  of  one  thousand  three 


New  Hamptbirei 
Ma»aohii0ett8^ 
Khode  Island, 
CoDneoiieut, 


In&ntrj  and  Aitilleiy. 
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hnndrel  und  forty  Doo-Oommissioned  Officers  and  privates  l>e  raised 
for  the  term  of  three  jears  unless  sooner  disofaarged,  and  they, 
togeiher  with  the  Troops  now  in  Service^  be  formed  into  a  Legionary 
Corps,  to  consist  of  2040  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  priyates. 
That  the  additional  Troops  be  raised  by  the  following  StateS;  in  the 
following  proportions,  to  wit., 

"      ~        ■  .    2601 

.    660 
.     120 
,  •    180 

Maryland  and  Virginiaeaeh  60  Cavalry^  making  120. 

That  the  8e<7etary  at  War  inform  the  Bxeeutive  Authorities  of 
the  respective  States  in  which  the  Troops  are  to  be  raised,  the 
number  and  Rank  of  the  Oommissioaed  Officers  to  be  Anmish^  by 
eadi  State  in  proportion  to  the  Men. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  to  the  Tiroops  to  be  raised  by  this 
Resolve,  be  the  same  as  established  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the 
12th  of  April,  1786. 

That  the  said  Troops  shall  be  subject  to  the  existing  Articles  of 
War  or  such  as  may  hereafter  be  formed  by  Oongress  or  a  Committee 
of  the  States. 

That  the  Board  of  Treasury  Contiaet  for  a  supply  of  Clothing 
Rations  at  sach  plaoes  and  in  snch  quantities  as  the  Secretary  at 
War  shall  Jndge  necessary. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  States  above  mentioned  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  raise  the 
quotas  of  Troops  remctively  assigned  them,  with  all  possible  expe- 
ditiouy  and  that  the  Executives  of  the  said  States  be  and  they  hereby 
are  requested  in  case  any  of  their  Legislatures  should  not  be  in 
aeenon,  immediately  to  convene  them  for  this  purpose^  as  a  delay 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  &tal  consequences. 

Ordered^  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  without  delay,  devise  ways 
and  means  for  the  pay  &  support  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  present  establishment  and  Report  the  same  to  Oongress. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


October  21st,  1786. 
On  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  pursuant  to  die  Orders 
of  yesterday  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  pay  and  support  of 
the  Troops  of  the  United  Statea  on  the  present  establishment. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  the  several  States  in  the  Confederacy 
be  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  Federal  Treasury 
on  or  before  the  first  day  June,  1787,  their  respective  Quotas  of  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  &  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  which 
quotas  are, 

Now  Hampsbirei      ^        .        .        .        .     18,603 
Massachusetts, 79,288 


7i 
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BbodeMalidi 
Gonjteoticuty 
New  York,      . 
New  Jersey, 
PeBDSjlyaoiai  • 
Delaware,     . 
Maryland, 
Virginia,      . 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Qeorgifti 


11,898 
46,746 
45,868 
2M16 
72,604 

7,950 
49,079 
90,680 
88,478 
88,978 

5^671 


'  Which  Bums,  when  paid,  shall  be  pflsed  to  the  Oredtt  of  the 
States  reepeeiively,  on  the  (etuis  preseribed  by  the  BesoWe  of  Oqa- 
«rett  of  the  6tb  day  of  October,  1779,  and  that  the  Monies  ariaiag 
from  the  said  Requisition  be  and  hereby  are  appropriated  for  the  pay 
and  support  of  the  Troops  on  the  present  estiblishmeni. 

Jlesolved  Unanimously,  That  the  Board  of  Tleasary  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  open  a  Loan  immediately  to 
the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thousand  dollan,  «t  six  per  Gent  per 
annum  on  the  Credit  of  the  foregoing  Requisition,  whioh  they  are 
hereby  authorised  to  pledge  to  the  Lenders  for  the  faithful  Munborse* 
ment  of  tbe  Monies  Loaned  with  the  Interest  thereof. 

GHAS.  THOMSON,  Beey. 


Sir, 


(Oiroular.) 

New  Tork,  28d  October,  1766. 


In  pursuanee  of  an  Order  of  Oongress  of  the  9tb  Augt  last,  of 
'whieh  the  enclosed  Paper  No  1  is  a  Copy,  I  faaye  the  honor  of  here- 
with transmitting  to  your  Ezoellenoy  the  List  directed  in  it,  ft 
'Which  contains  an  Account  of  all  the  Negroes  belonging  to  your 
State  that  appear  to  have  been  earned  away  by  the  British  whon 
they  eraouated  this  City. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  Most  obt.  &  hble.  Seryt 

JOHN  JAY. 

His  Ezoellency  the  PresidenC  of  tie  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Copy. 
No.  1. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  August  9%  1786. 

On  a  Report  of  a  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 
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BesolTfldy  Th^t  ibe  Seorefary  fti' fOre^pi  tiffaifi  «a%i0«  to  b««Mda 
OQt  separate  Lists*  of  the  numbers,  namee  and  owoers  of  the  negroes 
belongiog  to  the  Oititens  of  eaeh  State,  and  earned  away  by  the 
British  in  Gontdraventioii  of  the  kte  Treaty  of  Poaoe,  and  that  he 
transmit  the  said  lists  to  the  ExeontiTes  of  the  States  to  whieh  they 
respecti?ely  belong. 

(Signed,)        CHABLES  THOMSON,  Scon 


By  the  Ukitbd  States  in  CoNaKEss  Assembled,  1786. 

October  23, 1786. 
The  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr. 
Henry,  to  whom  was  referred  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  Passed  in  conseqnence  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
EOth  April,  1784,  respeotiDg  Commerce,  and  the  snbject  ot  the 
said  Beoomendation,  having  Eeported  :— 

<^  That,  it  appears  by  the  said  resolntions,  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states,  to  vest  them,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  powers  to 
prohibit  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into 
or  exported  from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessels  belooging  to  or  navi- 

fated  by  the  subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  states  shall  not 
ave  formed  treaties  of  commerce — That  they  also  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  tho  said  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of 
prohibiting  the  subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  kingdom  or  empire, 
nnless  au£orized  by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize  which  are  not  the  produce  or  munu- 
fiictnre  of  the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  arc : 
provided  that  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers,  the  assent  of  nine  states  shall  be 
necessary.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  acts  passed 
by  the  several  states  in  pursuance  of  the  above  Tccommendatiou, 
and  find  that  the  state  of  Delaware  has  passed  an  net  in  ^11  com- 
pliance with  the  same— -That  the  acts  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  New  York;  New  Jersey,  Virginia  and  Georgia  arc  in 
conformity  to  the  said  recommendation,  but  restrained  in  their 
operation  until  the  other  states  shall  have  granted  powers  equally 

*  Sneh  a  list  aooompaaiea  the  foregoing  docament — giviog  id;  detail, 
in  addition  to  tlie  foregoing  partioulars,  yeaaels  naioca  and  cosiinanderf, 
where  bound,  ages  and  description,  claimants,  names  of  persons  in  whose 
possession  they  then  were,  with  information  as  to  their,  past  history  and 
owners.  They  were  71  in  number,  and  fh)m.differeQt  parts,  many  of  them 
had  been  slaves  to  prominent  persons  in  Philaid'a.  It  is  deemed  of  no  use  to 
.pnbliah  the  entire  list. 
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•zl«k)riV«.:— Thttt  tU  States  of  Conneo^Dnt,  Pcoiinjka&ia  and  Mary- 
Ind  faa?e  paseed  laws  asreeeable  to  the  said  resolutioD,  but  have 
fixed  the  time  at  which  the  powen  thereby  invefited  shall  begin  to 
operate,  and  not  left  the  same  to  oommenee  at  the  time  on  whieh 
Congress  shall  begin  to  ezereise  it — whieh  year  committee  conceiTe 
to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  same. — ^That  Booth  Gafolina,  by 
an  act  passed  the  11th  March,  1786,  have  invested  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  with  the  power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  the  West  Indies  and  all  other  external  or  foreign 
trade  of  the  said  states  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  passing 
of  the  said  act.-^That  New  Hampshiro,  hy  their  act  of  the  23d  of  June, 
1785,  invested  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  with  the 
full  power  of  regulating  trade  for  fifteen  years  by  restrictions  or 
duties,  with  a  proviso  suspending  its  operation  until  al)  the  other 
states  shall  have  done  the  same.^— That  North  Carolina,  by  their  act 
of  the  2d  June,  1784,  have  authorized  their  delegates  to  agree  to 
and  ratify  an  article  or  articles  by  which  Congress  shall  be  empow- 
ered to  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  foreign  goods  in  any  other 
than  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  navigated  by 
such  a  proportion  of  seamen  citizens  of  the  United  States  as  may  be 
agreed  to  by  Congress,  which  when  agreed  to  by  all  the  states  shall 
be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union.  From  the  above  review  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  several 
states,  in  consequence  of  the  said  recomendationi  it  appears  that, 
though  in  order  to  make  the  duration  of  the  powers  equal,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  states  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and 
South  Carolina  so  far  to  amend  their  acts  as  to  permit  the  authori- 
ties therein  granted  to  commence  their  operation  at  the  time  Con- 
gress shall  bcffin  to  exercise  them,  yet  still  the  powers  granted  by 
them  and  by  tbe  states  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  island,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia  and  Georgia,  are  otherwise  in  such 
compliance  with  the  recommendation,  that  if  the  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  North  Carolina,  had  conformed  their  acts  to  the  said  reso- 
lution, agreeable  to  the  urgent  recommendation  of  Congress  of  the 
3d  Mardi  last^  the  powers  therein  requested  might  immediately 
begin  to  operate.  The  committee  however  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
acta  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  North  Carolina,  manifest  so 
liberal  a  disposition  to  grant  the  necessary  powers  upon  this  subject, 
that  their  not  having  complied  with  the  recomendation  of  March 
last  must  be  attributed  to  other  reasons  than  a  disinclination  in  them 
to  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  of  their  sister  states.-*The  com- 
mittee therefore  conceive  it  unneceBsary  to  detail  to  them  the  situa- 
tion of  oar  commerce,  languishing  under  the  most  ruinous  restric- 
tions in  foreign  ports,  or  the  benefits  which  must  arise  from  the  due 
and  equal  use  of  powers  competent  to  its  proteccion  and  support,  by 
that  body  which  can  alone  beneficially,  safely  and  effectually  exercise 
the  same  ;'* — Whereupon, 

Retolvedf  That  it  be  again  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
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tons  of  the  stetM  ot  New  Ha^pdiiie  and  S^tOi  Caidina,  t(  their 
next  Msaioiiy  to  reeoosider  ibeir  aote  and  pass  them  in  Buoh  confonn- 
itj  with  the  resolutions  of  the  30th  Aprils  1784,  as  to  enable  on 
their  part,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  to  exercise  the 
powers  thereby  invested  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sesolvedj  That  as  the  extent  and  doration  of  the  powers  to  be  ex* 
ercised  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  nnder  die 
reoommendation  above  mentioned  on^bt  to  be  equal,  it  be  reeem* 
mended  to  the  legishitures  of  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
and  South  Carolina  so  far  t6  amend  their  acts,  as  to  vest  the  power 
therein  contained  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the  day  on  which 
CoDgress  shall  begin  to  exercise  the  same. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Sac'Y  Armstronq  to  F.  Hopkusison,  1786. 

Seeretary'a  Offioe,  24th  Cot,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  s 
Besolution  of  the  house  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  dated  the  21st  of 
February,  1786,  &  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  State,  dated  the  2dd  of  March,  1786,  with  an  Act  of  Council 
thereupon.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Board  that  you  and  the  Gentlemen 
associated  with  you  will,  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  them 
the  progress  made  in  the  business  which  is  the  subject  of  these 
several  resolutions. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  Serv't. 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinson. 


Prbs.  Fbanklin  to  Commissioners  for  iMPROvma  inlaio) 
NAVWATioir,  1785. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  26»^  1786. 

Gentlemen : 

To  your  own  sense  of  the  Importance  of  the  Negotiation  with  the 
States  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  whidi  yon  ifre  now  about  to  enter 
upon,  Council  might  have  very  safely  trusted,  as  well  for  your  abili- 
ties in  conducting,  as  for  your  leal  in  bringing  it  to  a  fayorabls 

4* 
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conoinsion.  They  however  esteem  it  a  d«tj  to  impreea  yon  witk 
some  Ideas,  which,  in  certain  Oofijanctores,  may  serre  yon  aa  leading 
principles  and  be  pleaded  as  motives. 

Ton  will  remember  how  mocfa  the  welfttre  of  Pennsylvania  depends 
on  her  export  trade  and  as  a  navigable  oommnnication  between  the 
two  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  will  aid  onr  Exports  more  or 
lesa  according  to  the  Extent  to  which  the  work  may  be  prosecuted. 
You  will  herein  have  a  sufficient  motive  to  contend  for  the  Commu- 
nicatiyn  npon  the  largest  practicable  scale.  A  like  oonsideratioa 
may  induce  Maryland  to  press  more  particularly  on  the  subject  of 
the  Susquehanna  navigation.  In  this  case  that  State  should  know 
that  the  Improvements  there  should  correspond  in  extent  with  the 
views  entertained  with  regard  to  the  former  navigation. 

The  States,  parties  to  the  negociation  have  the  same  general 
objects,  but  as  each  may  be  attached  to  ways  of  accomplishing  them 
particularly  favorable  to  itself,  unless  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession 
take  place  among  the  Negociators,  a  partial  biass  may  tend  to  dis- 
appoint the  main  purpose.  You  will  not  therefore  risque  too  much 
on  that  head,  but  sometimes  yield  in  points  not  materially  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  State  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  general 
0ooaurvenoe. 

If  principles  could  be  established  to  determine  the  Comparative 
benefits  to  each  State  from  the  new  Navigatioo,  then  the  burthen  of 
Expence  to  be  borne  by  each  might  be  precisely  adjusted,  but  as 
such  accuracy  is  not  attaiuable  Council  in  this  article  are  not  averse 
to  your  application  of  the  rule  just  laid  down. 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  Council  upon  the  principal  points 
which  you  will  have  to  consider  3  it  is  nevertheless  their  desire  that 
you  make  them  frequent  communications  of  the  progress  of  the 
Negociation  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  benefit  of  such  advice 
and  direction  as  circumstances,  in  their  opinion  may  make^neceasary. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

with  great  regard. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

BENJ.  FRANKLIN. 
Dtrectedf 

To  the  Commissioners  for  improving  the  inland  navigation.  ^ 


Coh.  Francis  Mentgbs  to  Pres.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Phikdelphia,  the  26th  8  bre,  1786. 
Sir, 

The  Battallion  of  Artillery  was,  at  their  last  Muster  Day,  prevented 
of  parading  on  aoconnt  of  the  weather,  they  therefore  concluded  at 
«a  very  nnmorons  meeting  to  parade,  on  Monday  next^  with  two 
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pieM  of  fxrikBOf^j  frovid%A  with  60  ponndfl  of  Catridges  ol  <JleA- 
owfft  €a7Mn«0y  tt&d  to  take  up  a  Line  of  March,  in  oonjimotioii  wHh 
the  Troops  of  Light  Dragoons  and  the  Companies  of  Light  Infantiyi 
to  perform  the  different  evolutions  and  firings  to  dose  the  season ; 
'of  which  eorps  they  have  bmiored  me  with  the  oommand.  I  ^mght 
proper  to  inform  you  and  the  Hon^hle  the  Cenaoil  of  this  manoeuvre, 
and  hope  it  will  meet  with  jour  approhationsy  which  will  afford  the 
greatest  satisfaction  to  those  Gitisens  who  sre  wishing  to  be  psrfedt 
in  the  military  art,  to  act  as  soldiers  in  ease  of  necessity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he, 

with  the  highest  esteem. 

Your  Ob.  H.  Servt., 

F.  MENTOES. 
N.  B.  You  will  pleas  to  favor  me  with  an  answer  to  day. 
The  Honb.  Charles  Biddle,  Vice  President. 


Sbcretary  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786, 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
Octr.  27th,  1786. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  bringing 
again  to  your  view  the  enclosed  resolutions  of  80th  April  1784,  and 
recommending  to  the  Legislature  of  your  State  so  far  to  amend  their 
act  as  to  vest  the  powers  therein  contained  for  the  term  of  15  yeani 
from  the  day  on  which  Congress  shall  begin  to  ezereise  the  same, 
with  the  greatest  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  Servant, 
Indanedy  CHA.  THOMSON,* 

From  Charles  Thomson,  Esq.,  enclosing  an  aet  of  Congress  of 
the2dd  of  October,  1786,  &o.    Nov.  18,  refd.  to  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Whitehill,  &  Mr.  Clark. 
Directed f 
His  Excellency  The  Prerident  of  Pennsylvania. 


y 


Bbport  of  Board  op  TRSASirRY,  1786. 

Copy, 

The  Board  of  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Motion  of,  the 

hon***  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the 

Sum  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  Dollars, 

which  had  been  lately  delivered  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  of 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  100, 
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Pdtin»  in  BillB  of  Credit  of  Aat  Stirte,  beatisff  Date  in  tko  jwr  llO., 
tntght  be  placed  to  the  Debit  of  the  general  Aocowt  of  said  SlaAe 
with  the  United  States, 

Beg  Leave  to  report  to  GongreaSy 

That  the  above  Sana^of  78,642  Dollars,  forms  part  of  the  Bom  of 
880,000  Dollars  in  Bills  of  Ondit  issiud  in  the  jmi  1781,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  received  by  the  Gcwunisaioner  of  the  Loan 
Office  in  that  State,  in  pnrsuanoe  of  an  Agreement  between  the  late 
Saperintendant  of  Finance  and  the  Oovemment  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, by  which  it  was  stipnlated  that  the  sun  of  890,000  Dol- 
lars in  the  Bilb  above  mentioned  shonld  be  paid  into  the  Continental 
Loan  Office,  to  redeem  the  like  Sum  of  the  new  Emission  Money  of 
the  18«»  of  March,  1780,  being  a  Balance  due  to  the  United  Sutes 
of  the  fonr  Tenths  of  the  said  Money  emitted  on  tfaye  Fon^  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  above  Sum  of  890,000  Dollars  appears  accordingly  to 
have  been  received  by  the  Commiseioner  of  the  said  Office ;  but  that 
no  Part  of  the  New  Emission  Money  of  the  W^  of  March,  1780, 
was,  in  Exchange  therefor,  delivered  over  by  the  late  Superintendant 
of  Finance. 

That  in  Consequence  of  an  Application  made  to  this  Board  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  stating 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Negooiation  above  mentioned,  and  that  he 
had  applied  to  the  Use  of  the  United  States,  out  of  the  Sum  of  390, 
000  DolJais  by  him  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Sum  of  311,850  Dollars.  The  Board  informed  the 
said  Officer,  that  the'  this  transaction  had  not  come  under  their 
C(>gnisance,  they  had  no  Objection  to  his  delivering  over  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  811,858  Dollars 
in  new  emission  Money  of  the  18^  of  March,  1780,  in  Lieu  of  the 
like  Sum  in  Pennsylvania  State  Money  said  to  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  Use  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Balance,  being 
78,642  Dollars,  in  the  same  Money  which  he  had  received  fi^m  tde 
Treasurer  of  the  State. 

.  That  It  appears  from  a  Letter  to  this  Board  of  the  28^''  Angnst 
last  from  the  Gommiflsioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylv*,  that  in  pursuance  of  our  Directions  &  by  Agreement  with 
the  Comptroller  of  the  St.  of  Pennsylvania,  be  had  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  said  State  in  New  Emission  Money  of  the  18<^  of 
March,  1780,  811,858 

in  Penns*  State  Money  of  the  year  1781^  78,642 

890,000 

Taking  temporary  Receipts  for  the  said  Payments,  which  were 
made  at  different  Times ;  but  that,  on  bis  application  for  a  formal 
Beceipt,  acknowledging  that  the  above  Payments  were  in  complete 
Discharge  of  the  Sam  of  390,000  Dollars  received  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania;  in  State  Money  of  the  year  1781^  the  Comptroller  of 
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Hie  Stole  would  sot  permit  Bach  a  Beompt  to  be  giTan,  aad  pexeaf^ 
torilj  demanded  tbe  8am  of  78,642  Dolkra  in  new  EmiasioQ  of  the 
18<^  of  March,  1780,  alledging  that  the  State  wodd  give  Credit  for 
the  Sum  which  had  been  receiTed  in  the  State  Money  aforeBaid. 

That  on  a  Refusal  oo  the  Part  of  the  Oommiasiooer  of  the  Loan 
Office  of  the  State  of  PeDosylvania  to  pay  the  Sum  required  of  him 
in  the  new  Emission  of  the  18^  of  March,  1780,  an  Attachment  has 
been  laid  on  his  Goods  and  Effects  to  the  Amount  of  the  Sum  above 
mentioned ;  and  to  suspend  the  Execution  of  the  same,  a  Certiorari 
has  been  granted,  the  Merits  of  which  are  still  depending. 

In  Justice,  howeyer,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  incumbent 
on  na  to  observe,  that  this  Process  of  the  Comptroller  is  in  this  In- 
stance altogether  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  so  far  as  th^ 
relate  to  Matters  of  Account  betwixt  that  State  and  the  Union,  since 
by  an  Act  of  that  State  it  is  made  the  Duty  of  the  Comptroller  to 
distinguish  such  Accounts  as  are  of  a  federal  nature,  in  order  thai 
they  may  be  adjusted  on  such  Principles  as  shall  be  proposed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  and  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  State. 
That  the  Account  for  which  the  Property  of  M'  Smith  is  attached, 
was,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  of  that  Nature, 
appears  elearlj  from  his  application  by  Letter  to  this  Board  to  direet 
tbe  Loan  Officer  to  give  up  to  the  State  the  full  Sum  of  890,000 
Dollars  in  the  new  emissions  of  the  18<^  of  March,  1780. 

From  the  above  Statement,  which  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  lay  before  Congress,  in  order  to  enable  that  hon^^  Body 
to  judge  of  the  Propriety  of  the  present  Application,  the  Board  beg 
leave  to  observe, 

That  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  Penn«  State  Money,  which 
was  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  that  State  in  pursuance  of  the  negocia- 
tion  above  mentioned,  must  either  be  considered  in  full  Discharge  of 
the  Balance  due  to  Uie  State  on  the  Monies  by  them  paid  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  State  of  Pamsylyania,  or  it 
must  not. 

If  it  18  to  be  so  considered,  then  there  is  no  necessity  of  ^ving 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  Credit  for  the  monies  above  mentioned, 
because  this  negociation  betwixt  the  late  Superintendant  of  Finance 
and  the  Oovemm^  of  Pennsylvaniai  is  by  such  arrangement  oom- 
pletelj  settled. 

If  it  is  not  to  be  so  considered,  then  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
will  have  a  Bight  to  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  the  new  Emission , 
Money  of  the  18^^  of  March,  1780,  (provided  a  sufficient  Sum  in  the 
old  Continental  Emissions  be  paid  in  by  the  said  State  to  admit  the 
Right  of  issuing  such  an  Amount  of  the  Emission  last  mentioned,) 
and  the  United  States  will  have  a  Right  to  reclaim  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  State 
Money  of  the  year  1781,  which  the  Comptroller  obtained  Possession 
of  in  the  manner  stated  in  this  Report. 

From  the  Process  issued  on  the  Part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
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it  appears  that  the  State  view  their  Claim  in  the  light  last  mentionejr. 
ConsideriDg  it^  therefore;  Iq  the  same  Point  of  YieW;  yre  beg  leave 
to  observe, 

That  an  application  for  the  above  Sum  of  78,642  Dollars  in  the 
Penns*  State  Money,  to  be  passed  to  the  Debit  of  that  State  as  so 
much  Specie,  must  be  considered  on  similar  Principles  as  if  an  appli- 
cation had  been  made  for  giving  np  and  paying  to  the  Debit  of  a 
State;  a  like  Sum  in  the  new  Emission  Money  of  the  18*^  of  March, 
1780,  of  the  Proportion  which  was  snbject  to  the  Orders  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  Reasons  therefore,  which  has  governed 
this  Board  on  an  Application  from  the  State  of  New  York  relative 
to  a  Sam  of  new  Emission  Money  issned  on  the  Funds  of  that  State, 
will,  in  their  Opinion,  apply  in  the  present  Instance. 

On  the  Reference  last  mentioned,  it  was  observed  by  the  Board, 
'^  That  a  change  of  the  Credit  of  Monies  paid  into  the  general  Trea- 
**  sury  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  18**  of  March,  1780,  in 
<<  any  one  Instance,  would  operate  as  a  Relinquishment  of  the  Balances 
-^^  due  from  the  several  States  on  that  Head ;  and  that  such  Relin- 
'''quishment  was  not  compatible  with  the  ezhansted  State  of  the 
''Finances,  or  with  that  steady  adhereuoe  to  the  Execution  of  the 
''  Resolves  of  Congress  which  ought  to  govern  in  the  Collection  cfi 
"  the  general  Revenue/' 

To  this  general  Observation  the  Board  beg  Leave  to  add — ^That 
the  Funds  established  in  several  States  for  the  Redemption  of  the 
New  Emission  Money,  are  now  operating  so  as  to  render  the  said 
Money  daily  more  valuable; — ^that  in  Consequence  they  have  already 
appropriated  part  of  those  Monies  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia;  that  it  would  be  Injustice  to  these  States  to 
make  a  Distinction  with  Respect  to  Pennsylvania;  and  that  whilst 
the  Preservaticn  of  the  western  Territoiy  obliges  the  United  States 
in  Congress  to  introduce  a  more  extensive  military  Establishment 
than  was  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  the  last  and  present  year, 
every  Resource  ought,  in  their  Opinion,  to  be  carefully  cherished, 
which  has  a  Prospect  of  contributing  to  the  Discharge  of  the  Ex- 
pences  of  the  general  Government. 

*    From  the  Circumstances  above  stated,  the  Board  submit  to  the 
Consideration  of  Congress  the  following  Resolve : 

That  it  would  be  improper  for  the  United  States  in  Congress  to  pass 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  their  general  Account  with 
the  United  States,  the  Sum  of  Seventy  eight  thousand  six  hnndred  and 
forty  two  Dollars  of  Bills  of  Credit  issned  by  that  State  in  the  year 
1781,  and  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  in  the 
said  State,  by  Virtue  of  a  Warrant  of  the  late  Superintendant  of 
Finance  of  the  16^  of  July,  1781. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted. 
Signed,  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 

October  31, 1786.  ARTHUR  LEE. 
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*     -  . 

Election  of  Pblbqates  to  CoHeKBBSy  1786. 

State  of  PennsylyaDia. 
In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  October  81, 1786,  A.  M; 
Agreeably  to  tbe  order  of  the  day,  tbe  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appeared  that  the 
Honorable  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Charles  Pettit,  William  Irvine,  Samuel 
Meredith  and  William  Bingham,  £squires,  were  duly  elected. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
The  HoBOiable  The  Supreme  Executive  OoanoiL 


RjBBOLVBS  OF  SbITLBBS  07  W^TOMIXTa,  1786. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Setlers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  legally 
warned  and  held  at  Khigston,  Nov'r  6th,  1786,  Col.  Zebnlon  Butler, 
Chairman.  Whereas  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia  Report  that  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  by  a  law  Enacted  the  23d  of  Oot'r  last, 
have  erected  a  new  County  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  from 
ihe  Nesoopeck  Greek,  on  the  South  to  the  North  line  of  y*  State  oa 
the  North,  extending  East  to  the  Lehi,  and  West  to  the  Ridge  of 
Land  dividing  the  waters  of  the  West  branoh  from  ike  waters  ot  the 
East  branoh  of  the  Susq'h  RivoT  by  the  name  of  the  County  of 
Luzerne.  And  whereas  by  the  s'd  Recited  law  it  is  enacted  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  «'d  County  of  Luzerne  are  entitled  to  all,  and 
singular  jurisdictions,  Powers,  Rights,  Liberties  and  priviledges 
whatsoever  which  the  Inhabitants  of  other  Counties  of  the  State  do, 
may  or  ought  to  Enjoy  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  said  State, 
yet  there  is  no  provision  made  in  s'd  act  whereby  the  s'd  Inhabi- 
tants can  consistent  with  the  Constitution  Enjoy  any  of  s'd  Rights,. 
or  Liberties  whatsoever,  that  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  annu- 
ally is  the  time  appointed  by  the  Constitution  for  holding  Elections, 
to  Elect  Representatives,  Councilors,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  Commis- 
sioners, Ac.  This  Meeting  therefore  taking  into  consideration  the 
said  Recited  Law,  the  Singular  and  Extraordinary  Circumstances  of 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  that  there  is  neither  Courts, 
Justices,  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Constable  or  any  Civil  officer  whatsoever 
within  tbe  Kmits  of  the  County,  regreting  the  Deficiency  in  s'd 
Recited  Law — came  to  tbe  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  Unanimously,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting 
that  the  law  of  this  State  Ereotiog  the  Nothern  parts  of  tbe  county 
of    Northumberland  into  a   New   County,  makes  no    Provision 
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whereby  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  may  or.  can  enjoy  the  Rights, 
Liberties  and  P^iviledges,  that  Citisons  of  the  State  are  entitled  to, 
that  they  are  not  authorized  or  Impowered  to  hold  any  Election,  or 
to  Elect  any  officer  of  Government  or  Civil  Officer,  whatsoever  for 
the  following  Reason. — ^That  the  law  for  Erecting  the  County  has 
not  came  to  hand,  except  a  bill  published  for  Consideration  and 
said  to  be  Enacted  into  a  Law,  that  the  time  for  holding  the  annual 
Election  in  Oc't  last,  was  expired  so  soon  after  the  law  was  Enacted, 
that  an  Election  Could  not  have  been  held  agreeable  to  the  Consti- 
tution, affcer  the  Return  of  the  Agents  from  Assembly. 

That  there  is  no  Person  or  Persons  whatsoever,  Authorised  or 
qualified  to  call  the  Freemen  or  Freeholders  for  the  Purpose  of  hold- 
ing an  Election,  to  hold  an  election  or  Elect  any  Civil  officer  or  offi- 
cers of  Government  whatsoever— -that  there  is  no  Person  authorised 
to  qualify  Judges  and  Inspectors  of  Elections,  or  to  make  Return. 

That  an  Election  held  where  a  legal  Warning  is  not  or  cannot  be 
g|iven,  and  where  no  Person  is  Authorised  or  qualified,  as  aforesaid, 
either  as  Justices,  Sheriff,  Constable  or  Judges  and  Inspectors  of 
Election,  to  waro  or  hold  such  Election,  or  to  make  Return  is^in 
Violation  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State. 

A  True  Copy,  J.  FRANKLIN. 

Jndartedf — ^Resolves  of  settlers  of  Wyoming  att'd  by  John  Franklin. 


Statb  of  Pjinkstlvanu  IK  General  Assembly,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  November  7, 1786,  A.  M. 
A^eeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  th^  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Register  for  the  probate  of  Wills  and  granting  Letters 
of  Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds,  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Luzerne,  when  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esquire^  was  duly  elected. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  As't  Clerk. 


John  Fbanelin  to  Dr.  Joseph  Hamilton,  1786. 

Wilksbarre,  Nov'r  7, 178B. 
Dear  Doctor, 

I  Received  your  Packet  by  Mr.  Bateman  in  its  ^me,  also  that 

sent  by  Doct'r  Benton,  I  have  not  seen  the  one  you  mentioned  by 

*Mr.  Bates,  I  have  not  time  to  give  you  an  Answer,  as  the  bearer 

Mr.  Brown,  is  waiting.   I  expect  you  have  heard  from  here  by  Esq. 
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A  MeetlDg  of  tW  liybaJMianis  wis  held  yeiterday  to  hett  the  re- 
port of  the  Agents  from  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  purpoeea,  aa 
there  has  been  no  Meeting  before,  since  our  return,  I  send  enclosed 
a  Resolve  Respecting  the  Law  for  Erecting  a  New  Gonnty.  We 
have  passed  a  Resolve  appointing  a  Committee  to  Act  in  Con- 
junction with  Major  Jenkins  and  myself  to  Enquire  into  the  Claims 
of  the  Settlers,  as  we  had  not  a  quorum  of  those  appointed  by  the 
Company  it  is  a  matter  that  Concerns  the  Setlers  more  immediately. 
We  have  also  Past  a  Resolve  Prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  grain 
from  this  settlement  I  have  not  time  to  copy  them;  but  will  send 
them  the  first  opportunity. 

That  old  Traitor  Smith,  made  his  appearance  at  the  meeting,  t 
haye  not  seen  him  these  4  months  before — he  urged  a  Petition  to  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  would  give  up  our  Connecticut  title 
throw  ourselves  on  the  Mercy  of  Pennsylvania,  and  pray  for  our 
improvements — however  he  had  no  influence  on  any  of  the  Meeting, 
a  Number  urged  a  Petition  for  five  miles  each  side  of  the  River,  but 
nothing  done  on  that  head — we  expect  another  meeting  next  Tuesday, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  Inhabitants  will  Petition  or  not — I  don't 
know  why  we  need  Petition  unless  we  withdraw  our  last,  as  nothing 
is  Determined  on  that — but  should  we  Petition  it  will  be  for  a  Certain 
Territory,  5  miles  Each  side  of  the  River,  it  is  most  likely  I  shall 
Draught  tbe  Petition  ^if  any  is  sent,)  you  may  depend  the  founda- 
tion shall  be  laid  in  such  way  as  it  will  do  no  injury  to  the  Company— 
I  am  sure  the  State  Cannot,  nor  will  not  grant  us  one  foot. 

I  expect  you  have  beard  of  the  late  Deluge,  the  rain  on  the  5th 
Oet'r,  which  fell  in  about  24  hours,  Raised  the  River  about  6  feet, 
and  in  the  narrow  10  feet,  Deeper  than  ever  known,  the  small 
streams  became  mighty  Rivers,  the  Mills  are  mostly  swept  o£f,  and 
one  half  of  all  kind  of  food  for  man  and  Beast  is  forever  lost — even 
the  Roots  in  the  Earth  such  as  Potatoes,  turnips,  Parsnips,  &c.,  are 
mostly  Rotten  in  the  Earth.  The  greatest  part  of  the  Rain  fell  in 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  fifth,  the  Susq'h  River  that  was 
fordable  at  4  of  the  Clock  after  noon  was  over  the  face  of  the  Earth 
from  Mountain  to  Mountain,  at  6  o'clock  the  morning  of  6th — ^it  is 
surprising  to  see  the  Mountains  in  smallest  Runs  of  Water,  you 
may  see  Stones  from  three  Pounds  to  three  Tuns  Weight  Drove  to  a 
great  Distance  and  hove  up  in  heaps,  a  stone  judged  to  weigh  two 
tons  iiies  mounted  on  two  stumps  near  Tobies  Creek,  that  was  drove 
from  a  considerable  distance,  a  number  of  Cattle  were  drowned,  our 
fences  all  gone,  one  man  was  Drownd  attempting  to  save  some  effects, 
but  M  I  am  in  haste  shall  say  no  more. 

I  am  yonr  humble  SeiVt, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Brown  has  been  here  to  do  Doty  for  Col.  Wall,  but  is 
disappointed  about  his  land  being  laid  as  was  promised,  has  been 
here  sinoe  the  20th  of  June. 
DirecUd, — ^To  Doc'r  Joseph  Hamilton,  City  of  Hudson. 
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BoAliD  OF  TaiBASUEt  TO  Prks.  FiAiTKLnr,  t760* ' 

(Circular,) 
Board  of  Treasury,  November  7tli,  1786.  ^ 
Sir, 

We  have  tbe  honor  of  transmittiDg  to  your  ExooIleDCv  copies  of 
two  Acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  of  the  20th 
and  2l8t  of  October  last.  The  first  act  (which  has  been  officially 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  the  States  it  more  immedi- 
ately relates  to)  so  fully  explains  the  object  for  which  the  enclosed 
Requisitien  is  made  that  it  beoomes  unnecessary  for  this  Board  to 
enter  into  any  detail  on  this  subject 

It  will  be  observed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  you 
have  the  honor  to  preside^  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury 
are  directed  to  open  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  Five  hundred  thousand 
Dollars,  at  the  Rate  of  Six  per  Cent  per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  execution  the  act  of  the  20th  ultimo,  on  the  Credit  of 
the  within  Requisition. 

Such  is  the  state  of  Public  Credit  at  present  that  unless  the  funds 
appropriated  by  the  Several  States  for  raising  their  respective  Quotas 
of  this  special  Requisition  are  more  productive  than  the  Taxes 
which  are  too  much  depended  on  for  satisfying  their  annual  Quotas, 
there  is  little  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  induce  Individuals  to  em- 
bark in  the  proposed  Loan.  The  Consequence  of  which  would 
inevitably  be  that  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised  could  not  be 
provided  for  in  the  essential  articles  of  Provison  Clothing  and  Pay. 
In  which  case  they  might  prove  as  great  an  evil  as  other  wise  they 
would  be  a  benefit  to  the  Union. 

It  therefore  becomes  our  Duty  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  enclosed  communications  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  that  snch  measures  for  carrying  the  same 
into  effectual  execution  may  be  adopted  as  the  present  exigencies  of 
the  Union  render  indispensibly  necessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servants, 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD,, 
WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE,* 
Indorsed, 

From  the  Board  of  Treasury  enclosing  Two  aeta  of  Ooogresa  of  the 
20th  &  21st,  of  Oot.  last.    Nov.  17  1786,  refd.  to  the  commee.  on 
Ways  &  means, 
Directed, 

His  Exoellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  XV.  p.  107. 
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Cha.  Pettit  to  Speaker  of  Assembly,  1786. 

New  York,  8th  November,  1786. 
Sir, 

When  the  Delegates  of  PennsjIvaDia  were  hcmoored  with  ih9 
InatnictioQB  of  the  late  House  of  Assemblj  to  obtain  from  CongresB 
an  order  that  the  sum  of  X32, 429,15,7  of  the  Bilk  of  Credit  emitted 
by  the  State  in  the  jear  1781,  then  lying  in  the  Continental  Loaa 
Office  should  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and  passed  to  the 
Debit  of  the  State  in  the  General  account,  there  were  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  States  present  to  pass  such  an  order  if  they  had  been 
BO  disposed.  The  Instructions  however  being  public,  became  a  sub- 
ject of  Conversation,  and  your  Delegates  had  no  difficulty  in  dis- 
ceming  that  to  make  the  application  in  Form,  even  when  Congress 
was  more  full  would  not  be  attended  with  success ;  it  was  therefore 
delayed,  or  rather  withdrawn,  for  the  motion  was  made&  some  Debate 
bad  upon  it.  A  negotiation  was  set  on  Foot  with  the  Board  of 
Treasury  on  the  Subject,  but  the  sum  stated  not  agreeing  with  the 
amount  reported  by  the  Loan  Officer  of  that  kind  of  Money  in  his 
Hands  and  the  Board  not  having  olear  conceptions  of  the  ciroum- 
stances  under  which  that  money  rested  in  the  Loan  Office,  they  did 
not  choose  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  matter  ^tiU  they  should 
receive  farther  Information. 

Mean  while  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  State' demanded  from 
the  Loan  Officer,  890,000  DoUars  of  the  new  Emission  Money  of 
March  9, 1780,  and  pursued  the  Demand  in  a  manner  that  oecasioned 
minute  Enquiry  and  Investigation. 

Perceiving  however,  that  Matters  were  tending  towards  a  Goo- 
test  between  the  two  Officers,  zatber  than  toward  aoeommodation, 
and  that  it  might  lead  to  a  Discussion  which  it  might  be  more  pru- 
dent to  avoid,  I  thought  it  best,  before  an  appeal  should  ba  made 
to  the  Principals  on  elhher  side  of  the  Question,  to  propose  a  eon- 
ciliatory  Plan  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  especially  as  I  had  reason 
to  believe  they  were  takine  Measures  to  turn  into  circulation  up* 
wards  of  50,000  Dollars  of  the  new  Emission  money  of  1780,  which 
is  that  Part  of  the  Money  in  dispute  which,  according  to  their  View 
of  the  Matter  they  had  a  Bight  to  appropriate  &  which  I  supposed 
would  in  some  Measure  derange  the  Plan  formed  for  the  Redemption 
of  that  Species  of  Money.  The  Measures  taken  by  the  Comptroller 
seemed  to  have  created  some  Degree  of  Besentment.  I  told  then 
that  I  understood  those  Measures  to  be  entirely  his  own  without 
any  Directions  from  superior  authority,  that  without  enquiring  into 
the  Propriety  of  them,  I  wished  on  the  present  occasion  to  wave 
them  altogether,  as  I  conceived  that  the  Proposals  I  should  make  if 
acceded,  would  supercede  and  bury  them  in  oblivion.  I  drew  up 
a  Memorandum  of  which  the  inclosed  Paper  No  1  is  a  Copy.  At 
the  same  Time  I  told  them  I  was  not  authorised  on  the  Part  of  the 
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State  to  male  the  Proposition,  it  was  therefore  not  to  be  oonsidered 
as  binding  on  them,  even  if  they  should  signify  their  willingness  to 
agree  to  it,  'till  the  State  should  cloathe  it  with  Authority  on  their 
Part.  After  some  oonversation  on  the  Ezpendienoy  of  avoiding  » 
Dispute  which  might  &  probably  wonld  occasion  the  with  holding 
from  the  federal  Treasury  Payments  to  a  mnch  greater  amount  thao 
the  Sum  they  were  aiming  to  avail  themselves  of,  they  seemed  to 
acquiesce  in  my  Opinion,  and  gave  me  reason  to  suppose  they  would 
report  in  favour  of  transferring  the  78,6^2  Dol's,  of  the  State  Money 
to  the  Debit  of  the  State  in  the  general  Account,  tho'  they  would 
not  do  it  without  an  order  from  Congress.  We  therefore  moved  a 
Kesolution  to  that  Effect  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  for  Report. 
They  kept  it  under  Reference  for  several  Weeks.  The  Paper  No. 
2,  contains  a  Copy  of  the  Report  which  was  made  some  Days  ago  ; 
since  which  we  have  not  had  a  Congress. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Board  seem  to  consider  the  78;612  Dora^ 
State  Money  as  a  good  payment  towards  the  890,000  Dollars ;  but 
that,  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise,  they  do  not  mean  to  comply  with 
the  Desire  of  the  State  in  passing  it  to  the  general  Account. 
Whether  their  present  difficulties  in  Money  Matters  will  induce 
them  to  issue  it  or  not,  is  uncertain;  but  they  seem  to  conceive  they 
have  a  Right  to  do  it  at  its  depreciated  value  and  fo  pass  it  to  the 
Credit  of  the  State  at  such  value  only. 

The  Schedule  (No.  8.)  affords  much  matter  for  melancholly  Re- 
flection. That  Pennsylvania  stands  foremost  in  her  exertions  to 
support  the  federal  Credit,  may  afford  some  consolation  to  her  Citi- 
flens.  But  the  aggregate  of  the  Delinquincies  is  too  great  to  bo 
safely  submitted  to ;  and  the  lethargy  which  generally  prevails  in 
the  States  seems  to  threaten  a  ruinous  Increase  of  them. 

We  have  as  yet  but  six  States  represented  in  the  new  Congress. 
This  week  will  dose  the  attendance  of  Col.  Bayard.    I  wish  much 
to  be  relieved  even  if  it  be  but  for  a  short  Time,  I  therefore  hope 
that  at  least  two  of  my  hon'ble  Colleagues  will  shortly  appear. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  PETTIT. 
Indorsed^ 

Letter  from  Honble.  Charles  Pettit  Esqr.,  Nov.  8,  1786.    Read 
1  time  Nov.  18  1786,  Read  2  time  Nov.  14  ft  refd.  to  the  comee.  on 
Ways  &  means. 
Directed, 

The  Honble.  The  Speaker  of  the  Genl.  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Managees  of  State  Lottery  to  Council,  1786. 

State  Lottery  Office;  Nov.  10th,  1786. 
Hay  it  please  (he  Connci]; 

Ahout  sixteen  hundred  Tiokets  of  tlie  third  Claaa  of  the  Lottery 
are  disposed  of;  near  twelve  hundred  of  which  are  absolutely  sold 
and  the  remainder  are  in  the  hands  of  persona  to  sell ;  vory  few  of 
whichy  we  suppose  will  be  returned. 

We  have  assurances,  which  we  think  may  be  depended  upon  that 
above  five  hundred  Tickets  more,  will  be  purchased,  a»  soon  as  a 
day  shall  be  fixed  for  drawing  this  Class. 

From  the  advantages  which  the  Scheme  presents  to  adventurers, 
in  the  third. Clsss  of  a  rieht  of  preemption  in  the/oier^,and  from 
what  we  have  experienced  in  the  sale  of  Tickets,  while  the  second 
was  drawing,  it  seems  that  a  much  smaller  number  will  remain  npoa 
hand  at  the  risque  of  the  State  than  in  the  proceeding  Class. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion  that  if  your 
Honorable  Board  should  be  pleased  to  fix  a  day  for  the  drawing  to 
commence  sometime  in  the  first  week  of  January  next,  that  a  oon* 
siderable  number  of  Tickets  will  be  disposed  of  by  that  time,  and 
Buffioient  notice  afforded  to  those  who  may  incline  to  beeome  Adven-> 
turers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect. 

May  it  please  the  Connoil, 
Their  most  obedient 

Humble  Servants, 

B,  FULLER, 
MATTH.  CLARKSON. 


Sam'l  Oalbwbll  and  John  Barclay  to   Ohaklbs  Bii>- 
DLB,  Esq., — Hoo  Island — 1786. 

Philad%  14th  Novr.,  1786. 
Sir, 

Sinee  we  had  the  honor  of  waiting  <m  yoa  yesterday,  we  have 
cooversed  with  the  Att'y  Oeoaral  on  the  subjeot  of  Hog  Island,  one 
hundred  &  five  Aores  whereof,  under  Bank,  Mr.  Thomas  Barolay 
Claims,  under  a  Public  Sale  made  by  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Bstates 
on  the  20th  day  of  June,  1780,  having  been  sold  in  fee  simple,  as 
the  Estate  of  Joseph  Oalloway^  forfeited  by  his  Attainder,  &  for 
which  a  Deed  of  Conveyance  was  granted  to  Sam'l  Caldwell  by  the 
late  President  Moore,  in  the  year  1782,  the  whole  Purchase  money 
having  been  paid  &  secured  agreeably  to  the  Terms  of  Sale  proposed 
at  the  Public  Vendae. 


90  PENNSYLVANIA  AKOHIVBS  1780. 

The  posBession  of  the  Premises  hath  been  with-held  froni  Mr. 
Barclay,  (who  purchased  from  Sam'l  Caldwell)  by  Reason  of  Col. 
Proctor  &  others,  vhotook  forcible  Possession  &  lays  Claim  to  the 
whole  Island,  under  some  old  Bights  supposed  to  bo  derived  from 
the  Natives  or  the  Duke  of  Tork,  and  Contending  that  this  Island 
was  no  part  of  Pennsylvania^  &c. 

The  Attorney  General  expects  to  be  powerfully  Opposed  on  the 
3Vyal,  which  he  has  been  ordered  to  Institute,  as  a  Number  of  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  first  Abilitys  in  the  Law  are  'engaged  on  the  other 
side ;  He  says  that  the  trial  will  necessarily  lead  into  questions  of 
great  intricacy  &  importance,  and  a  deep  historical  research  into  the 
Original  Settlement  of  the  Province,  &  the  Extant  of  the  two  Char- 
ters ;  and  as  the  property  of  the  whole  Island  is  involved  in  the 
question,  he  doubts  not  but  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  sec 
the  propriety  of  allowing  him  such  assistance  as  they  may  think  the 
magnitude  &  difficulty  of  the  Case  may  require.  Be  says  it  has 
been  customary  on  those  Occasions,  to  employ  the  Att'y  General  & 
one  Counsel  at  least,  &  sometimes  two  assistants. 
'  We  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  request  that  you  will  lay  this  Matter 
before  Council  as  soon  as  may  be  Convenient,  that  measures  may  be 
taken  eariy  to  secure  success  in  a  Cause  of  so  mnch  Consequence,  as 
well  to  the  Public  as  to  the  Purchaser,  who  has  already  suffered 
great  Injury  in  his  property  by  Delay. 

We  are,  with  great  Respect  &  Esteem', 
Y' very  Hble.  Serv«*, 

SAM'L  CALDWELL,* 
Directed,  JOHN  BARCLAY. 

The  Honorable  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr. 

John  Nicholson  to  Council,  1786. 

Compt.  Qeneral's  office,  Nov.  15, 1786. 
Sir, 

.■  I  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the  papers  of  this  office  tarveao  ia^ 
creased  that  in  addition  to  the  two  rooms  I  now  possess  more  room 
hath  become  necessary,  the  room  over  the  Rolls  office  is  occupied 
by  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office,  who  attend  I  believe  now  twice  a 
week.  There  was  a  communication  formerly  between  this  room  and 
Ihe  offiee  up-staira,  and  this  door  oonld  readily  be  opened  again ; 
this  Would  enlarge  my  office  and  be  very  convenient^  if  the  TrroB^ 
tees  oould  be  equally  well  aooommodated  elsewhere  in  the  State 
Bouse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obdt  Servt., 
Directed,  JOHN  NICHOLSON. 

.    The  Honble  the  Vice  Presid.,  in  CouAoil. 

*  See  Vol.  IX,  pp.  252.  620,— &  Vol.  X.,  p.  ISd^aUo  see  Col.Rec,  ToL 
XV.,  p.  llGi 
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Edwabd  Saipfbn  10  Coux^GiL^  1786. 

May  it  please  his  Ezeellenoy  the  Presidaot,  And  the  Honoiable  the 
Sapreme  Ezeontive  Connoil. 

Having  the  Honor  of  an  appointment  and  Cotnmission  from  this 
HonooraDle  Council  as  President  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas 
for  the  County  of  Philadelphia^  and  heing  since  elected  and  com- 
missioned as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same  County,  I  find  hv 
above  a  years  Experience  in  the  latter  office,  that  if  executed  with 
the  proper  Care  and  Activity,  it  would  'greatly  interfere  with  and 
entrench  upon  the  time  necessary  for  the  due  Execution  of  the 
former  more  important  office  ;  I  therefore  request  this  Honorable 
Ceiincil  will  accept  my  resignation  of  the  said  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  as  well  as  of  my  Commisskins  as  President  of  the  Courts 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said  City  and  County. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  Exeellency's  and 

your  Honors  most 

obedient  hble.  Serv't, 

EDW'D  SHIPPEN  * 
Phnadelphia,  20th  Nov,,  1786. 
Directed, 
To  His  EzceUency,  the  P^^dent  and  the  Hoaortble  the  Sap^ 
I  Ekxecutive  CounciL 


PiLOPOSALB  OF  JOHN  SkINNBK  VOR  A  BOAO,   1786. 

The  proposals  of  John  Skmner  to  Hit  Exoelleney  the  Governor  ft 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvi^ia  f<tf 
making  a  part  of  the  Commonwealth's  JRoad. 

If  it  please  your  Honors  to  eonfirm  the  Commonwealth's  Road  as 
laid  out  from  8t\ippensburg  thro'  Clark's  Gap,  or  otherwise,  through 
the  said  Q$;p  to  the  burned  Cabins,  the  abovesaid  Skinner  will  un- 
dertake to  make  the  said  Road  ^od  and  sufficient  for  a  Waggon  and 
four  good  Horses  to  draw  twenty  hundred  weight  across  the  moun- 
tains either  ways,  that  is  from  the  East  side  of  Clark's  Gap  to  the 
said  Cabins,  for  six  hundred  pounds  in  Gold  or  Silver  or  Current 
Money  with  the  Merchants  of  the  said  Commonwealth  on  the  fol- 
lowing Terms,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Road  shall  be  twelve  feet 
wide  on  the  sides  of  the  Hills  or  among  the  Rooks,  and  not  less 
than  twenty  feet  wide  on  the  other  ground,  and  room  shall  be  made 

*  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  120, 128. 
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for  not  less  than  three  waggons  to  draw  off  to  the  one  side  in  the 
narrow  plaoes,  at  a  oonyeDient  distanoe  for  others  to  pass^bj  and  the 
waters  to  run  next  to  the  Hill  side  of  the  Road,  the  whole  to  be 
done  by  the  25th  day  of  Kovember,  in  the  year  one  thoasand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  or  sooner  if  the  weather  permit  to  Work  ; 
provided  that  ihe  wd  Skinner  be  allpwed  a  disoretionary  power 
to  vary  on, either  side  of  the  Road,  so  as  to  get  a  Convenient 
ground  for  a  good  Road,  saving  the  distanoe  as  nearly  as  possibloy 
and  he  be  supplied  with  one-third  or  more  of  the  Money  this  fall^ 
so  as  to  be  able  to  get  in  beef  and  Pork  this  Season,  and  another 
third  when  the  work  is  half*  done,  and  the  remaining  third  when  the 
Road  is  done  and  finished  as  above 

Philadelphia,  November  21st;  1786. 

Signed.  JOHN  SKINNER.* 

AOopy. 
Directed, 

J.  Armstrong,  jr. 

Oumberland  County,  Nov.  16, 1786. 
To  His  Ezcellenoy,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Bzeontive    Ooanoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of   Penn- 
sylvania. 
Sir, 

We  being  informed  by  John  Skinner  that  he  intends  laying  in 
before  the  Honorable  Executive  Council,  proposals  for  opening  and 
making  a  part  of  the  new  Pnblie  Roi^laid  out  from  Millers  Spring 
to  Fort  Pitt  by  way  of  Clark's  Gap.  From  our  acquaintance  with 
the  said  Skinner  we  believe  him  to  be  a  person  well  qualified  for  the 
said  undertaking;  and  should  your  Honors  think  it  proper  to 
appoint  and  agree  with  the  said  John  Skinner  to  dear,  make  and 
open  any  part  of  the  said  Road — We  will  bind  ourselves  as  His 
aecurity  for  his  fulfilling  any  Ooatraet  that  he  may  enter  into  m- 
«peoting  the  same. 

with  all  due  respect , 

we  are  your  Excellencies 

obed't  Hnmble  Servants, 
signed,    ROBERT  PEEBLES. 

FRANCIS  CAMPBELL. 
DANIEL  DUNCAN. 
WILLIAM  BARR. 
WILLIAM  RIPPET. 
A  Copy. 
DlrecUdf 
J.  Armstrong,  Jr. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YqI.  XV.,  p.  121,  822. 
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PjuEk  Paabuui  to  Gov*  LxvkasTON  oi  N.  3^  178Q. 

Sir, 

The  Wardens  of  ihia  port  bftving  fwrobaaed^ »  flnaU  loti  of  ground 
Ob  Cm^  May,  bav^  k  ia  ioteDtMNi  (o  ereot'an  additional  Seaooo 
Ikera.'  Aa  tbia  aHaaare  proiDi«ea  to  contribate  to  the  greater 
aeewitj  of  a>l  veeeob  &JlHig  witbin  tbe  obaimel  of  tbe  Delawarei  I 
woM  beg  leave  to  itqaeat,  tbat  eome  a^t  woold  pasa  jtmt  Legia* 
lalore  aa  earlj  as  possible  for  securing  this  k  the  buoys  &  Beaoons 
Id  the  Bay  of  Pekwire  Cram  all  auob  injury  aa  4^ey  may  be  liable 
ia  firom  miaeheivoiia  or  iU  disposed  persQfi& 
I  am;  BtT;  year  BzoeUeaoj'a 

most  obedient  bumble  servant, 

BENJ*  FRANKIiW.    * 

IndorseJ^ 

NoTember  25, 1786. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency^  Governor  Livingstone. 


S0KTHM  GBNgaAii  70  Fjkbs.  Faanklin,  1786. 

To  His  Bxoollenoj,  tbe  Prsaid't  &  Council 
I  Beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  have  reeeiTcd 
upwards  of  Two  bundred  additional  Beturns  of  tbe  landa  in  tbe 
Diatriot  of  Daniel  Leet — viz ,  No.  2,  in  the  Depresiation  Lands'   A 
Plan  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  and  am 
Gknto.  your  most  obod'i 

&  very  H'ble  Serv't, 

JNO.  LUKBirS,  8.  6. 
Sur.  GenL  Office,  25tb  Nov.,  1786. 
I^irectedj 
His  Excellenoy,  Benj.  Franklin,  Es^'r,  Pre^d'L    Present. 


JosBPH  Spbaoub  to  Counoh.,  1786. 

To  tbe  Hcmvebal  Exitiaa  Consill  of  the  GoaMn  Walth  of  Penel- 
veak — Oeatlemeii :-— Tbe  present  Samenstsoosa  of  tUs  PJaee  fitops 
tbe  nmUi  of  Every  one  that  is  a  friend  to  govermeuib ;  koov  one 
Pare  to  Say  one  word  in  behalf  of  govermenly  or  nutdh  more  to 
Inform  govermeat,  as  be  would  amedely  fail  a  Saearifiee  to  Lawes 
and  arbiStsry  Power;  for  tbia  Besson  tbar  is  many  good  Sitaaen  in 
this  plaee  that  Dare  net  speaie  ^n  the  behealf  of  govenaeiit,.bot  Me 
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obliffod  to  he  Silent  and  urate,  ^fae  Neatorel  Oblation  that  Every 
GKkid  SitesMi  id  und^rby  bis  (Mb  of  alegeH.  io  lUt  Coamoowaltfi, 
mast,  or  ortgh,  to  oblige  bim  to  Infonn  Govennent  of  all  and  Every 
aperent  Danger.  Tbe  Trae  State  of  afarea  bere  at  Wjominff,  ia  til 
Riet  a  total  Rejeotlon .  of  govenoent,  and  are  at  fhia  time  fonoing 
imd  modeling  a  new^fbrm  (^  govemietit  ametDg  ilkmsi  Selvesi  e»i  do 
aot  kAA  in  Bveiry  Respect  Indepondefit  6f  Ibta  or  any  otber  Slala} 
formed  Oorts  for  tbe  Administration  of  Sivel  Cases  and  Detanaing 
of  Dispotes  in  all  Land  Oases,  Oonflstiealaoii  of  Land  ^and  TeneiMiit 
to  tbar  own>  yotkce.  Last  rnnndy  foraal  ago^  tbe  Inhabatattaipm 
Called  to  gaffer,  •and  at  tbat  meting  as  a  wtdy  Yoted,  and  Ingagad 
to  throw  of  all  alienee  on  tbis  State,  and  to  maibe  a  form  of  goifer* 
ment  for  tbem  Selves.  Tku  ma^tms  haa  be^ -faibL  3  times  since  by 
agreement )  tl^ir  is  A  CopsiderbaL  Kamber  of  our  Inhabatance  tbat 
bave  iNol  Soobeatad  with  them  at  this  meting,  bat  thay  Dare  not 
opose  them,  and  I  believe  Dare  not  inform  goverment ;  tbay  arp 
very  Bisse  in  Deviding  the  Country  to  thare  N^w  Levey,  or  half 
Shear  men,  as  they  oUU  them,  bow  are  to  bold  arihs  3  year  aganat 
Penoelvenea,  for  witoh  Reson  they  be  Com  Intiteled  to  the  Devedcnt 
Part  of  the  Country. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  Put  my  Lifia  in  my  hand,  and  Venter  the 
Conoequeno  that  I  am  Exposed  to  be  informing  goverment ;  if  gov- 
erment will  loquire  of  thoa  Paaonfs  that  are  an|toejiidieed  it  will 
be  enformed  of  tbe  Truth  of  wot  I  have  wrote. 

Gentlemen;  I  am  your  most  obedeat  and  humble  Sarvent, 

.   JOSBPH  SPfiAGUB. 

Wk>mitig»  Not bm'r,  26  dajr^  1786. 

To  the  Honnerbol  E^tivie.  Counsel  of  th^  Common  Walth  of 
Pensalvenia  at  Pbiladalphia. 


v"  JOHH  FjLAXKhlS  TO  Dr.  JoSBPH   HAMILTON,   1786. 

Wyoming,  Novbr.  25, 1786. 
D'  Doctor, 

I  have  not  much  News  to  write — We,  have  not  heard  from  Phfla* 
delphia.  Since  their  last  sitting  we.  have  sent  nothing  to  tbem, 
Conclude  to  have  them  work  over  the  old  Piotitions,  as  I  Informed 
yon  before,  we  appointed  a  CotnouttM  to  enquire  into  tbe  claims  of 
the  settlers:  tbat  is  to  aot  in  conjunction  with  Major  Jenkins  and 
myself-^We  have  last  Wednesday  Dertaraiined  a  Diapote  between 
Ciaimers  te  tbe  Town  of  Pstoam  on  Tankbannaok — ^I  believe  g«v^ 
•attsftuition  to  ahaoat  every  eoe,  we  found  land  enosgh  in  the  town 
for  oveiy  one  that  could  prove  himseif  a  Premetor. 

I  have  spent  part  of  two  Days  with  Doet.  Mnton  and  tbe  Gentle* 
men  with  him,  have  made  out  granta  for  4  towna  also  sis:  Pitebea  to 
the  Doctor  and  five  to  Oapt  Bortle,  aiao  aoU  a  whole  abase  to  Mr^ 


jfammiffi^i:^  asosiyw  nan         m 

Loop,  be  18  io  send  some  money  bj  yon  to  me  at  tbe  Susqb.  meeting 
— ^I  bare  gave  Mf .  L^op  a  Bight  !o  a  Town  at  Stsadiog  0toBe. 

Doot.  BeDtoQ  was  deficient  in  not  having,  hie  certificates  he  eonld 
not  tell  mho  ike  Preprieten  were,lh0  gnmts  are  made  on  Conditions 
of  Producing  Certificates.  &o.,  in  Every  Grant  it  is  necessary  to  have 
ft  Oomplete  List  of  the  Proprnton  a  Ceftificate  under  tie  band  of 
Ike  CMk  M*  eoe  «pf  the  Oosi.,  thai  such  are  Pfe^oprietors,  and  TaM 
Pkid  wBrnfiBeient  bnt  His  best  tha/t  Bverj Certificate  beeadorsei 
with  th»  entry  on  tbe  baok--«ehe  Doct  eaa  inform  yo«. 

I  hwm  txMe  Bnifiihry  Bespeetiag  Capt.  Strang  sad  Ibe  Haga^ 
boom  settlersy  Esqr.  Oore  Informs  me  that  the  only  settler*  mf 
have  are  one  Newel  and  son  that  Im  in  tie  town  but  are  soon  to 
Bemove  to  Choeonote,  one  Aokelj  lives  an  Wasox  Creek,  but  says 
be  is  not  a  settler  for  thesi«^tbere  is  one  Vaughn  in  Kingston  holds 
himself  a  settler  for  Strong — Jonathn.  Davis  living  at  Laokawana 
has  talked  of  being  a  setler  bnt  is  uncertain — the  fact  is  this  the 
Hogabooms  have  not  a  metier  and  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  Strong 
ban  any^  the  Tcwn  of  WasoK  will  be  taken  up  soon  by  other  Pro- 
prietors. I  would  send  some  of  our  Resolve  of  our  meeting,  bot 
have  not  time,  we  have  a  meeting  this  Day  Respecting  adopting  a 
mode  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts. 

I  am  your  bumhle  serv't, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
Directed,  ' 

Doct.  Joseph  Hamilton,  Hndson. 

Hon'd  by  Doct.  Benton. 


E.  JB.  PiNB  TO  Council,  1786. 

28th  Novem'r,  1786. 

Eighth  Street  near  Market  Street. 
Gentlemen, 

The  late  honourable  President  was  pleased  to  honour  mc^  by 
ohtaining  permission  from  the  honourable  Gounoil  to  make  use  of 
the  unemployed  assembly  Room,  since  when  the  honourable  assembly 
have  concurd  in  that  indulgence. 

I  have  now  built  an  appartment  sufScient  for  finishing  the  Pictures 
intended  to  represent  the  most  Noble  Scenes  in  the  late  Revolution, 
and  allso,  (as  farr  as  in  my  power,)  to  transmit  to  Posterity  a 
fiuthfull  similitude  of  the  distinguish'd  Characters  in  those  Heroic 
Transactions.  I  therefore,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  thjB  honour  and 
Patronage  afforded  me,  must  ever  remain, 

Gentlemen,  your  oblig'd 

and  obt.  humble  serv'tf 

R.  B,PIN£. 


GovBRNOA  oir  GfloaaiA  to  Y*  P.  Biddkb,  1786« 

Avfwta^  Gwrgia,  28  NoRrember,  1786. 
Sir, 

The  d^ifRteheft  ffom  your  boMr  d«tad  the  12  April  laal  «Mne  to 
iMDd  tk«  25  Sepft'r  by  metoa  of  the  greal  detentioB  ftmhg  on  it^ta 
WoU  «8  oUi«n  of  a  simikr  natue,  tbe  LegblaMra  had  adjoamod 
preTioas  to  ike  reeei)>l  IberooC  fonr  Ooaimtmioatioii  with  its 
iaeloflaiea  wUl  bo  laid  boforo  Urn  Qtm&t$l  Aflaembly  at  thair  next 
Vieetiag. 

I  hare  the  hooar  to  be 

yomr  Bxeellene/ii 

mo.  Obt.  HT)le  Sery% 

EDW'D  TELFAIR. 
Direciedf  • 

$be  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle^  Esq'r,  Vioe  Prendeot  State  Pea- 
•ylvaaia. 

^  — ^— — 

Gov.  Olihtok  of  N*  Y.  to  Pkes.  Franklin,  1786. 

New  York,  13th  Deo'r,  1786. 
Sir, 

Your  ExoelleDoy's  letter  of  the  ^tb  November  wfta  delivered  to 
me  by  the  bearer  of  it  yesterday  evening.  The  person  mentioned 
in  it  as  charged  with  having  committed  a  Felony  in  year  State  was 
apprehended  and  Committed  to  the  Oaol  of  this  City,  where  he  re- 
mained confined  until  the  rising  of  oar  Court  ctf  Oyer  and  Terminer 
last  Saturday  night  when  he  was  discharged  by  Proclamation,  no 
Bill  having  been  exhibited  or  charge  presented  against  him ;  I  fear 
therefore  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your 
Bequest,  as  it  is  probable  the  offender  may  have  e'er  this  left  the 
State. 

VI  take  this  opportunity  to  apologize  for  not  having  before  thia, 
adknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  Ist  of 
June  last;  I  was  in  the  country  when  it  was  left  at  my  house,  &  before 
I  returned,  I  was  informed  that  Ethan  Allen  had  left  the  Susque- 
hanna without  being  able  to  effect  the  object  for  which  he  went 
thither,  and  had  passed  through  this  State  into  Connecticut.  Solo- 
mon Strong,  the  other  person  mentioned  in  your  Excellencv's  letter, 
came  before  the  Resolution  from  Connecticut  &  resided  a  short  time 
at  Claverack  in  this  State,  but  having  been  charged  with  counter- 
feiting Dollars,  fled  from  justice  to  Wvominff  in  your  State,  where 
I  understand  he  has  since  statedly  resided.  These  matters  I  men- 
tioned to  Coh  Bayard,  one  of  your  Delegates  which  he  promised  to 
eommunicate  to  your  Excellency. 


tW^SIhY&KJA  ABOHIYBS  1786,  Vt 

I  l»¥i  obIj  ia  odd  thai  shaiiU  the  tho^  peMooa  or  anj  oAer.  to 
gailtj  of  troafionable  pnotioaSi  or  other  offenoe  i^g^ioet  the  peiM  of 
joiv  Comnonweahh ;  I  shall  most  ohearfall j  eoatribute  eve^  thii^ 
iiiiiBj  pover  to  defeat  their  purposes  aad  brii^  them  to  jastieei  being 
disposed  to  ooltivate  the  most  perfeot  gopd  nndemtaiidiag  hetvees 
year  State  and  that  in  which  I  ha?e  tto  Honor  to  preside. 
I  ha¥8  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  Sentiments  of  the 
highest  Respect  and 
Esteem;  your  Ezoellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

fery  hntnhle  Serrt., 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
I^irecfedf 

His  Excellency,  GoY'r  Franklin. 


Michael  Kabn  to  John  Nicholson,  1786. 

York  Town,  Decem'r  15tli,  1786. 
Sir, 

Yoors  of  the  10th  Instant,  directed  to  the  Com'ie  of  York; 
Connty,  was  this  day  handed  to  me  by  Col.  Johnston^  and  I  am 
aosry  that  it  fails  to  me  alone — as  the  other  Com'rs  are  oni  of  Towa 
to  give  yon  the  desired  information,  coooerniog  the  distnrbanee  that. 
happened  on  the  29th  day  of  Novem'r  Ust.at  this  place ;  the  in- 
formation yon  will  here  receive  you  will  please  to  regard  as  from  one, 
Gom'r  only,  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  merely  to  Facts  as  they 
seemed  to  oocnr  to  me  at  the  time  when  they  happened. 

A  GoUeotor  of  a  neighboring  Township  had  seised  some  Property 
for  Taxes  due  who  had  been  often  told  that  no  Body  would  bid  for 
any  goods  taken  in  that  way-^^the^^fisr^  thought  ii  adviaaUe  to 
remove  the  said  goods  to  this  Town--K>n  the  day  of  sale,  a  number. 
as  I  supposed  of  about  200  men  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  Towi^ 
ships,  came  into  Town  aome  armed  with,  gvns,  others  with  Olubs, 
the  appearance  of  which  threatened  something  Hostile,  they  took 
Post  before  the  House  in  which  the  goods  seised  were  Lodged,  they 
were  waited  on  by  the  magistrates  and  other  City  sens  of  this  place, 
to  know  the  reason  of  their  assembling  in  that  manner,  said  that 
they  were  come  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  GoUectorSy  being  told  that, 
that  was  a  very  unnsual  way  going  as  they  said,  to  attend  the 
Collectors  sale,  being  armed  in  that  manner,  and  advised  them 
immediately  to  disperse,  that  the  consequences  (if  that  was  their 
intention)  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  Laws,  might  prove  Fatal 
^to  some  of  them,  which  had  no  Effect  and  as  this  happened  at  a 
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liin«  «f  at  Orphsii  Ootitt^  wben  fite  or  iit  Justto^s  *  were  in  TV)#n, 
iHio  wet  on  this  BaBiaess^  having  taken  to  their  assistenee  the  etaUi 
iHomey  of  ihia  |>l«n^  who  were  anaiiittoiio  of  opinion  that  eome  who 
tiiey  then  thought  were  the  Prinoipals  of  the  dietnrhanee,  should  he 
taken  into  Goskity,  a  Warr^t  was  aocsordinglj  issued  k  IMrMted  to 
the  Sheriff^  and  all  these  that  were  then  named  taken,  &;  Bound  to 
the  Peaoe,  and  to  answer  such  other  efaafges  as  may  be  aledged 
against  them  at  our  next  sessions — when  this  was  done  the  Collector 
was  ordered  to  Proceed  with  his  sale,  thinking  that  all  was  over — 
but  when  the  Gryer  was  Crying  a  Cow,  he  was  interrupted,  and  the 
Cow  was  taken  &  led  away  by  fbroe,  on  which  a  number  of  Gityxens 
interfered  to  soppoit  the  Sale,  and  to  apprehend  the  ofenders,  which 
has  by  a  spiritted  estrtion  been  effected,  and  the  ofenders  also 
bound  to  the  PeacCi  after  which  a  fair  and  implicit  submition  by  the 
Bioters  was  made,  with  assurance  that  the  cow  which  had  been 
rescued  should  be  brought  back  and  delivered  to  the  Coll'r 
which  was  accordingly  Performed,  after  which  the  sale  went  on  un- 
disturbed. 

The  greater  ^part  of  the  insurgents  concerned  appear  to  be  very 
sorry,  and  in  my  opinion  the  Persons  who  were  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
whole  are  yet  undiscovered,  a  number  of  them  are  men  who  have 
bore  good  moral  Carreotors,  aud  of  considerable  Propperty,  but  very 
little  informed,  all  has  since  remained  Quied,  but  have  been  in* 
formed  that  at  two  other  places  goods  were  offered  for  sale  by  Corrs 
but  not  a  Rd  was  obtained  firom  any  that  Attended — this  disorder  I 
am  nearly  warranted  to  say  is  become  epidemic,  the  infection  of  wfaieb 
httS  spread  itself  fVom  the  eastward  ft  therefore  ought  to  be  cansioixsly 
as  well  as  spirittedly  treated.— My  next  I  shall  write  more  fcdly  ft 
shall  attempt  to  Point  out  some  expedients  by  which  this  threatli* 
Mifng  etil  mi^t  be  removed — am  mean  wile 
with  due  regard 

your  obedient  k  Humble  ser't, 

MICH.  HAHJf. 

Nots.~I  te^A  this  letter  to  Mr.  Hay  whioh  ho  says  is  all  he  to«h* 
iqron  this  snbject 

Directed, 
Johta  Nicholson,  Esq'r,  Comptroller  Qenl.,  Phihdelphia. 


fiUNSELTAHIA.  AKBHI'VIB  XTBI  M 

Wakbsns  xo  Council,  1786. 

Wardens'  Office,  Deoem'r  15, 1786. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  this  Dsy,  received  the  Information  contained  in  the  in« 
olosed  letter,  we  think  it  onr  Dntj  to  oommunicate  it  to  jon,  with* 
out  Belay,  &  are,  with  the  greatest  Bespect, 

joor  xno.  obed  Hnm.  serv'ts, 

NATH.  FALCONER, 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
JOS.  BUUOCK. 
Dirertedy 

His  EzoeDenoj  ttus  President  k  The  Hon'bfe  Supledia  Gflbssdiive 
Oomefl. 


^Hos.  Moore  to  CotTNciL,  1786. 

Philada.,  Dec.15, 1786, 
Gentlemen, 

At  the  particolar  Request  of  Thomas  Oonarroc,  who  is  now  em- 
ptojed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  erecting  PierS  dt  Marcus 
Hook,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yon,  that  from  the  present  position  of 
a  Spanisb  Frigate,  he  (Mr.  Oonarrpe,)  is  greatly  apprehensive  mncb 
Injury  may  be  done  to  the  Piers  unless  speedy  Instructions  should 
compel  the  Commander  to  tabs  a  diferaafe  station.  The  great 
Qnantity  of  Ice  in  the.  Driawi^re  foroifag  itself  against  the  stern  of 
the  Frigate,  which  in  her  present  situation  is  Ten  or  Fifteen  Feet 
without  the  Pier  ft  her  moorings  amde  fast  to  the  Ties  of  the  same 
(still  in  an  unfinished  state,)  gives  great  Cause  of  ws^siiness^  lest 
the  work  may  give  way. 

Mr.  Gonarroe  has  represented  the  dangerous  Consequences  to  the 
Captain,  without  Effect,  and  he  conceives  it  a  Duty  to  afford  the 
Wardens  the  earliest  ^formation  on  the  subject,  that  they  msjf 
pursue  such  Measures,  as  they  may  judge  proper  and  necessftry. 
I  am  Oent'n 

jour  mo.  ob.  Serv% 

THOS.  MOOftE. 
Dirtetedy 

The  VTardens  of  the  Port.  -  * 
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Prbs.  Franklin  to  Wardens,  1786. 

(Copy.) 

Phikdelphia,  Deo.  16, 1786. 
GentlemoD, 

When  JQU  arrive  at  Maroas  Hook  you  will  deliver  tLe  Letter  to 
the  Captain  of  tbe  Spanish  Man  of  War ;  and  having  viewed  the 
Situation  of  the  Ship  and  the  Piers,  yon  will  respectfully  offer  him 
yoar  Opinion  and  Advice,  on  the  best  means  of  securing  her  from 
Damage  by  the  Driving  Ice;  in  Writing  if  he  desires  it ;  and  afford 
every  Assistance  yon  can  procure,  for  the  Expence  of  which,  (if  he 
does  not  pay  it)  you  will  be  inderonifyed  here. 

If  yon  find  the  Piers  likely  to  be  damaged  ia'Case  of  faia  Refueal 
to  follow  your  Counsel,  you  will  likewise  represent  that  to  him  io 
writing,  to  be  made  use  of  hereafter  in  support  of  a  Complaint  to 
his  Court,  and  Demand  of  Satisfaction,  if  such  a  Step  should  be 
thought  proper.  And  you  will  take  such  prudent  Steps  as  shall 
occur  to  yon  for  preventing,  as  far  as  possible,  or  lessening  such 
Damages. 

Tou  will  also  enquire^  into  the  Truth  of  the  Reports  of  Injuriec 
done  l>j  his  People  to  the  Inhabitants ;  and  if  you  find  them  true, 
acquaint  him  with  them,  expressing  at  the  same  time  your  Persua- 
sion that  he  will  take  Measures  to  prevent^  such  Injuries  for  the 
future. 

With  sincere  Regard, 

I  am^  GentkmnD, 

Tour  humbte  Servant, 

(SigiMed,)  B.  FBANKUN. 


I^REs.  Franklin  to   Commander  op  Spanish  Prigatb, 

1786. 

Copy. 

Philada.,  Dec.  16, 1786. 
Honourable  Sir, 

The  Council  having  received  Information  that  the  Shin  under 
your  Command  lies  in  a  dangerona  Situation,  ezjposed  to  be  mttoh 
injured  if  not  destroyed  by  the  Violence  of  the  driving  Ice,  have 
thought  that  not  only  the  Duty  of  Hospitality  towards  Strangers  in 
our  Port,  but  the  just  Regard  due  from  us  to  the  exoellent  Prince, 
your  Sovereign,  and  the  good  Friend  of  these  States,  required  of  na 
to  afibrd  every  Aasistanoe  in  our  Power  for  her  Preservation.     And 
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apprehending  that  ^s^iblj  yonr  People^  aeooBtomfid  to  wtnaer. 
Climates,  may  not  be  so  well  aoqnaiated  with  the  Force  k  mischie* 
Toos  Bffeots  of  Ice,  and  the  Methods  of  guarding  against  it.  We 
send  to  yon  two  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Port^  Men  of  E^perienee  and- 
Knowledge  ?n  silch*  Maiters,  on  whose  Advice  yon  may  rely,  aoi^ 
who  have  Authority  to  obtain  snch  Aid  from  the  Inhabitants,  if  any 
should  be  wanted;  as  may  enable  them  to  put  her  in  «  Position  of 
the  greatest  poHBOle  Safety.  WMiing  yoo  erefj  kind  of  Prosperity, 
I  have  the  h<»or-to  bt^ 
fionotaUe  Sir^ 

Tour  most  obedient 

ft  mast  huiaUe  Sertant, 

Signed,  fe.  FRANKLHT,  Pres't.    ' 


WaBDBOT  to   COMMAHDJBB  OP  SPANISH  S'eIGAtB,  1786.    , 

Marcus  Hook,  Deoem.  I7th,  1786. 
Honored  Sir, 

By  the  Bequest  of  the  President  .ft  Gounoil  we  have  repaired  to 
this  Place  to  give  you  any  Assistance  ft  Advice  in  our  Power  for  the 
Safety  of  your  Ship,  as  the  Winter  setting  in  sooner  than  common, 
with  a  very  setese  Frost,  whieb  iUlbd  the  River  suddenly  with  Ice, 
and  fearing  as  you  are  Strangers  ft  nnasquaiated  with  the  daiiMVus 
Situation  that  Ships,  are  thrown  into  by  the  Violence  of  the  ice  in 
this  Kiver.  Therefore  it  is  our  Opinion  ft  Necessary  there  should 
be  an  Anchor  ft  Cable  got  out  from  the  Bows  of  the  Ship  to  tlie 
Shore,  in  Order  to  support  the  Post  ft  Fasts  that  are  now  out  to 
keep  the  Ship  from  going  e^  the  Bank,  and  that  we  also  veeowivend 
tome  of  the  Guns  may  be  run  over,  in  Order  to  list  the  Ship  in 
towards  the  Wharf,  and  that  there  be  some  Spars  got  ready  pointed 
ft  drove  down,  oa  her  Starbeaid  Quarter,  The^^we^  are  of  Opdnion, 
the  Ship  will  remain  perfectly  safe.  We  do  find  that  evexy  Pva« 
eaution  has  been  taken  ft  doi^eny  the  Command^t  ft  Officers  That 
possibly  could  have  been  done  for  the  Safetjif  of  the  Ship,  and  she  is 
now  in  the  safest  Place  she  could  be  got  into  in  this  Riven  We 
wish  to  recommend  to  the  Conunandaot  to  pay  B^^t  to  the  Advice 
of  his  Pilot^  as  he  is  a  Man  well  qualified  ft  appointed  bj  us,  and 
we  hope  that  tha  Commandant  will  keep  has  Men  from  doipg  aoy 
lojury  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Place. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  bc^. 
Your  most  obedient 

ft  very  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
NATH.  FALCONER. 
(Copy.) 
Commandant  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  Frigate  Loretto. 

5* 


ip&  PBNIfSTliyAWA  4BOTWI5S  ITS©.: 

"(JdMBtAiTDiit  OF  Spakish  Frigatb  to  r^Es.  Frankuit, 

1786.  •   ' 

Translation  of  the  Spanish  Letter  from  the  Captain  of  (be  Man  of 
*       '  War  to  the  President.        . 

Sxcellent  £ir| 

I  reeeif ed  tb«  very  poUte  Letter  ^hieh  foat  BsMQeti^,  in  tho 
'Name  of  the  Connoil,  was  pleased  to  write' to  aoie^OB  being  informed 
that  the  Frigate  I  command  lay  in  a  dangerenfl  Sitaalion  from  the 
Violence  of  the  Ice ;  and  am  eztneaknly  Abankfvl  fbr  the  obliging 
Expressions  of  yonr  EJx^eUency'a  Peiir»lo  preserve  her,  in  affording 
any  necessary  AasislaQee.  I  beg  that  yonr  EiLcellii^cy  would  have 
the  Goodness  to  acquaint  the  Council  with  what  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments I  receivM  the  kind  OSeTf  -of  which  the  two  Captains  of 
the  Port  will  inform  yon;  and  that  I  find  myself  under  the  pleaaii 
Obligation  of  acquainting  immediately  the  King^  my  Master,  wii 
so  friendly  an  Act  of  these  States. 

Qod  preserve  your  Etoellency  many  Years.    On  board  the  Frigat# 
N.  S.  De  Loreto,  at  Anchor  in  the  Delaware,  now  secured  ii^  one  of 
the  Mo]e»  at  Marovs  Book,  this  17th  of  Deeemher,  ITSO. 
Ezc't  Sir,  from  your  most  obliged  &c.,  &o., 

(Signed,)       THOMAS  DB  UQARTfi  ¥  UANES. 
His  Bic'y,  B.  Franklin,  Vteifl. 


Wm.  Hookkr  Smith,  ftc,  to  V.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Hon.  Sir;    " 

We,  the  Under  SfgnerA  Distrest  Inhabitants  of  Tfioming,  Hop^ 
That  by  our  former  Conduct  we  have  SbVd  To  Qoverment  our 
Loyalty  &  aftachiinent ;  we  fear  That  Tbare  Is  a  Number  of  men  Iq 
This  Settlement  who  Designe  opposition  To  Goverment ;  if  This 
Should  be  The  Case,  ft  matters  ^ould  Come  To  an  open  Bnpture, 
we  be|  That  your  Honor  will  be  an  advocate  for  Us  To  Goverment, 
That  we  may  Not  Suffer  with  The  Bisohediant  &  Rebellious- — You 
may  Bely  on  our  ataohment,  &  No  one  Thing  will  make  Us  more 
Happy  Than  To  Imbrace  your  Laws  &  Glorious  Constitution,  which 
we  will  Do  when  Ever  Thay  Shall  he  pffefed  To  Us — we  Look  on 
our  Selves  bound  by  Every  Sacred  Tyt  To  Goverment,  ft  will  Not 


/qu. 


Ooverment. 

Hon*  Sir,  we  are, 

with  Thfl  Gntat  Btleme, 

your  moflfe  obd't,  Hamble  Serv't^l, 
WH.  BOOKER  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  HOUER, 
ABRAHAM  WE8TBR0EK., 

Wioming,  Deer.  18^S  1786, 

P.  &«*-A  foe  of  The  Honest  lae^oiiig  ][iil^|ai^  Hate  «eftt  T^ 
The  aaaembly. 

Directed, 

Charlee  Biddle,  Eeqr.,  Vice  President  ef  The  Sapreme  Exeoutire 
Coanoil  of  PensjlvaDia  at  Philadelp". 

Pr.  favoT  of  Mr.  Ouitze. 


Mbrcaktile  Society  of  Philadelphia  to  Council,  1786. 

To  His  Exeelle&ey  the  President  the  Honorable  the  Vlee  President, 

and  Sttpretne  Bxectttive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  pf  Pean- 

sjlYania. 

The  Mereantile  Society  of  Philadelphia,  impressed  wiA  a  lively 
sense  of  the  obligations,  they  are  under  to  your  Honorable  3ody, 
for  the  eucoorsgement  yoix  have  given  them  by  granting  the 
privilege  of  meeting  in  your  Committee-Room,  present  vou  their 
most  grateful  acknowledgements  fbr  the  same,  and  hope  tor  a  eon- 
tinuanoe  of  that  patroni^frhto^  ypn  hav^e  sojiberally  bestowed  on 
their  juvenile  undertaking. '  The  Society  will  always  be  happy  to 
gtve  aatisftptiqQ  ^  the  E(mfrabl^  CauQdi),  mi  fflad j  to  ttMril  thpir 
contnuAnce  and  apprpbaUon. 

By  oicdec  of  th^  Meww.tife.Spoietjr, 

HU.  COLHOUN, 
Bec'y. 

Philadelphia^  Decemb^y  21,1 786. 


V.  P.  BiDDLB  TO  Committee  op  Assemble,  1T96. 

Jn  Council, 

PhUadelphia,  December  28th,  1786:    , 
Sir,  " 

We  have  held  the  subject  of  our  late  conference  under  oonsideni'^ 
ito^,  aad  are  of-oplmon  that  the  best  directory  for  ^etermfning  the 
immediate  oefmpeaaaUoQ  &*be  made  Co  Cdonel  M^ntzges  wOl  bo  the 
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iaeloMd  do|^  of  our  IxattottOoiiM,  aid  bk  o#ii  npMt  -of  hh  p»» 
eeediogs  under  them. 

I  aiD;  Siri 

jo«r  meet  obedient  bumble  servant. 
Directed,  CHA8.  BIDDLB,  V.  P. 

Geoi^  Clymer^  Eflq'r^  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Ass'y. 


Estimate  fob  1T87.. 

An  Sslimale  ibr  1787  of  tbe  nt^uatay  tAottSj  fto.,  for  et tending 
the  Line  of  tbe  Northern  Boundary  of  the  state  of  Pennsyitaniag 
via., 
.29  Hones  &  Pads  aaddles,  20  1  Box  of  Ptraaes. 

Bells.  1  Hhd.  Spirits. 

10  Bbls.  of  Pork.  20  Qairos  Wine. 

80  Bbls.  of  Flour.  10  GalFus  F.  Brandy. 

200  of  Loaf  Sugar.  2  Oall'ns  Lime  Juce. 

50  tt>.  of  Coffee*  ^  80  lb.  Soap. 

8  lb.  of  Tea.  50  lb.  Candles.  ' 

15  lb.  Cbocobite.  10  Oairns  Vinegar. 

60  lb.  Cheese,  28  lb.  Scotch  Barley. 

3  Boz'n  neats  Tongues.  14  lb.  Rice. 

8  lb.  of  Pepper  &  6  Bottles  4  Boahels  Salt 

Mustard.  Stationary. 

3  Jars  of  Pickles. 

ANDEEW  PORTER,  Comm'r. 


APPBNDIX  TO  1788. 

[Tbft'feUowiag  papers  bm  eopied  tttrnt  the  fetters  recorded  la 
Letter  Book,  YoL  1,  at  Harrisburg  from  the  originals  at  the  time 
of  their  reception — ^but  whidi  are  not  now  found  on  file.] 

Papers  transmittbi)  by  Wm.  Montqomsrt,  Esq. 

Papers  transmitted  by  Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,  relating  to  the  Wyo- 
ming Business,  and  to  be  laid  befbre  a  Committee  of  the  House 
for  prmte  inspection. 

No.  1. 

^  Letter  from  Williana  Hooker  Smitli,  To  Jona.  Correy  and  Mr. 

Lassley,  two  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming.  ^ 

Qentiemen ; 

.  I  am  as  fond  pf  my  proprietors  Bight  a«  any  nian*T*p6rbajM  I 
wish  to  obtain  it«4o  &  sore  way|  I  have  urged  Com.  Fraaklia  nuuiy 
times  List  winter  to  make  provision  for  the  half  share  men.    I  am 


be  mly  the  Towns  whkh  m  laid  oafe  and  ooniiiBiAd  whilat  andar 
GmuMetieat^  or  wliether  tibejr  will  give  na  a  aerteia  weigbt  oa  aadi; 
odei  The  River  is  lo  me  uf^nown,  I  wiab  fimn  my  heart  thai 
khoea  of  the  half  ahave  man^  whieh  are  hcoeal  wcU  diapoeed  amo^ 
wodd  ffetinfee  AeTowna  wkMi  are  laid  en^er  plant  tbawiaelvva  en. 
^vaoant  mods  aa  near  the  Biver  as  poasible^  so  thai  thej  may  he  in* 
cinded  with  us  who  are  aettlen.  Fray,  GkenUemen,  hare  we  not. 
told  Pennaylvaniansand  the  whole  World,  tktt  we  wkbed  to  be  owned 
by  them  in  a  eonstitcttional  way,  and  that  then  we  weald  inbmit  to 
their  Oovk  They  have  at  laat.held  out  terma  to  la  el  admittnnee,  we* 
h»re  eomplied  to  every  JUqaiaition  oondiftionaUy  thai  if .  they  do  na 
Joatioe }  are  not  moat  of  na  onder  the  Tie  of  .an  Oath  to  the  Stateaf 
Have  we  not  voted  thai  we  will  take  their  Laws ;  an^  Pray^BiiBy  if 
we  ahall  now  lefaae  to  take  tbeir  lawa/or  aot  in  vioIatio»— what  eaa- 
we  expect  bat  to  be  dispiaed  by  all  men,  and  esqieot  the  eevefe  ie« 
aaiitinent  of  the  State,  and  ito  be  treated  aa  Bebela  and  Tndtot»>*>Cor 
nay  part  I  abeald  not  ezpeet  bo*  to  be  dispifled  by  all  meni  and  e»* 
peel  the  ievere  rasentment^of  the  Btate*-*and  to  be  treated  as  Bebela 
and  Traitoia— for  myjpart  I  should  not  ezptot  pity  eitber  from  God 
or  Man.  Gentleoien, 

t  am  yonrs  to  aerve^ 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 
May  4, 1786. 
John  Correy  and  Mf.  Lassley. 

[Letter  Book,  ToL  1.  882--488.] 


No.  2. 
"  A  serioas  address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyomfcg.^ 

Gentlemen, 

Two  Seasons  Indueed  ite  to  address  yon  in  the  foUo^Ning  manner, 
(yiat)  The  first  Reason  is  because  my  interest  is  conneeted  with  yowa 
The  seeond  Reason  is  my  appointment  by  yon  in  apnbHo  ohameter--^ 
GenUemen  and  neighbors,  what  hate  we  been  doin^  ever  since  the 
decree  of  Trenton,  which  determined  the  Jnrisdiotion  in  &vor  of 
PennsylTanift^^I  answer,  petitioning  repeatedly  the  Legislature  for 
Iheir  Laws  in  a  OonstitUtional  Line,  and  to  admit  as  as  Ar^  Oitiaeaii 
of  the  State,  which  is  ndw  about  to  be  done,  our  foviner  eondnet  has 
the  approbation  of  every  good  man,  in  this  and  neighbouving  Statesi 
9enasyWania  bos  fixed  «e  us  Terms  of  admittance,  namely,  that  yfe 
lihall  take  the  Oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  some  of  us  be  leeog- 
Hised.  Does  not  Pennsjlvania  how  hold  to  ns^  their  Oocstitation 
and  denre  us  to  take  hold  of  it^I  an8wer,-*yes — ^They  have  marked 
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oklt  aBmd  ftt  mIomK  ia,  io  o^der  to  a.«iU:tdiftiilftttatfe-*<43iigr 
fawve  senl  to  ad  a  magiitrale  who  has  M/tnAd  io  xBoogDiie  the  peov 
plo^  who  feoomfiieiids  H  to  the  peopia  to  oppfy  for  a  fine' okoiionr**^ 
tfaat'is  aov  the  thiag  wanting,  aameljy  applioation  aai  as  there  k  * 
Qeeessify  of  ooDttablos,  to  be  eleoted  in  ihe  iiat  plaoo^fiir -ithoB  a 
wariMitiafraiited  for  aoofeetioPyit  nvast  bo  diieoted  to  a  OonartaUa 
who  most  warn,  attend,  end  dir^ot  the  Bleotion,  aid  ss  Captaui 
Shott  and  youxeelf  are  the  onl j  direotom  that  are  iiHliing  to  aei  si 
this  time,  we  did  wsni  a  nteetiDg  oo  the  tweotjieighth  instsit  afe 
Eiagstown  whioh  was  attended  omy  bj  aeten  or  eight  pei8ons«^whei 
osa  be  tho  roasoD  of  this  ooodaot  f  Bo  jrOn  iatei^  to  prove  to.tho 
worhi  that  yon  haiie  been  hypooritioal  from  iLrst to  last^  fGlod  fovbid.) 
H  hss  ever  sii^  the  Trenton  deisree,  bera  lay  sbioere  aesire  to  em« 
braee  the  Laws  and  Ooostitution  of  Fenn^lvsfaia,  if  I  oould  haire 
them  on  hoBorahle  Terms.  This  I  also  expeeted  was  the  desire  of  tha 
people  a  few  exoepted-^Nothinghat  aatno^M  desire  to  do  good  to 
the  people  sod  myself  in  this  line  indaoed  ino  to  set  in  a  pabSo  «Bpa> 
inty-^If ^I  have  misuaderstood  the  people  I  am  serry^  this  is  a  ^ritiH 
eal  heori  pray  roaso;  aet  |odittoosly,  osniklly  and  eonsistsnily  and  aa 
a  warning  will  be  pat  apfor  a  aieetiag  on  the  West  side  of  tho 
Riyer,  I  do  earnestly  desire  the]people  to  consider^  whether  it  is  not 
for  their  interest  to  attend. 
May  4th,  1786. 

WILLIAM  HOOKER  SMITH. 
[Letter  Beok,  ToL  1.  p.  380^00.] 


Delegates  in  Cokgres^  to.  Pees.  Franklin,  1786. 

To  his  EiieeU'y  the  President  of  ^he  state  of  PeWa. 

New  York,  7th  May,  1786. 
Sir, 

.  We  do  odiselvais  tbe-hcmor  to  ttfRtsivt  herewi4li^  o  Copy  ef  a  Bep- 
MMentatioii  from  the  Board  of  Tr^sury  of  Coogress  reoomtpendiiHi 
4he  disehaiiee  of  the  a^ditioeel  CfOmmisdioner  for  liquidating  &  certv 
lying  the  elaims  of  the  Citiaen?  of  PenDsylvania  ^igaij^at  the  U«  S.j 
A  for  settling  the  aooounte  bietweeo  the  (/i^  ^  that  State, 
•r  This  representation  has  not  yet  been  aeted  upon  in  Coqgreasi  hot 
it  is  likely  to.  be,  &  probably  iviit  b^  takf^n  np  A  depid^  in^  thf 
HKmiso  ol  a  few  dsgre.  In  the  Mean  time  it  would  be  highly  fieasiag 
as  well  as  instnieting  to  us  to  b^  favored  with  the  asntiments  of  yonr 
JBxeelleQoy  k  the  Ooaaoili  on  this  propositioa-  We  are  iodnoed  to  b% 
liere  that  a  oonaidorable  proportion  of  the  Olaim^  of  the  Gitii^nBi  ef 
Penne'A.yet  remain  anliquidated  &  that  from  the  wapt  of  a  general 
Jcnowbdge  among  the  Cituena  of  the  time  limited  for  piesc^ling 
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their  elaims,  which  ozpired  the  seventeenth  of  Mtroh  Iaet|  nftn^ 
famidrBd  of  those  claimflYits  are  now  left  remediless  hj  other  means 
than  an  application  at  the  Treasnrj  office  in  New  York ;  that  oon- 
siderahle  time  mq^t  elapse  before  Mr.  Stelle  can  enter  npon  the  set- 
tlement of  die  State  account ;  &  that  therefore  two  Commisnonen 
may  yet  continne  to  be  nsefally  employed  in  Penn'a  for  some  time 
to  eome. 

We  haye  also  eoneeited  that  it  would  be  proper  to  obtaSn  an  8s« 
tension  of  dme  for  Glsimants  to  present  their  applications,  in  Penn'a 
**  for  the  Reasons  before  sng^ted,  Ocngrcse  haire  been  moved  to 
grant  snefa  Bztension  in  New  York,  bnt  without  sooeess.  If  Oenn- 
eil  shonM  be  of  opinion  that  ft  onght  to  be  done  in  Penns'a,  we 
hope  to  be  armed  with  their  Instmctioos  for  that  pnrpoee  as  early  as 
may  be. 

We  also  transmit  the  Report  of  a  Committee  on  a  prcmosal  of  the 
State  ef  Gonneottent  to  cede'  part  of  the  Chim  of  thai  state  te 
Lands  lying  westward  of  Penn'a.  If  the  proposal  bad  been  to  cede 
the  whole  cdT  the  claim  of  that  state  to  the  Western  Territory,  there 
wonld  scarcely  have  been -any  hesitation  in  acoepting  it^  without  en- 
qnireing  how  fn  the  oliiim  Wm  well  fowid^.  But  an  apprehension 
that  the  aeoeptance.of  a  part^ae  snch  may  be  construed  as  an  admis- 
sion of  their  clium  to  the  Besidae  creates  some  difficulty.  The 
proposed  Deed  in  order  to  obviate  this  ohjeotion,  is  worded  in  8«oh 
manner  as  not. to  express  any  Reservation,  The  Delegates  of  tlon- 
necticut  urge  warmiy  for  an  acceptance  of  this  cession.  Cessions 
somewhat  similar  have  been  accepted  from  New  York,  &  Massanhns- 
setts  which  are  pleaded  as  precedents.  They  urge  as  especial  motive 
for  our  agreeing  to  it  that  it  will  induce  the  state  of  Gonnecticnt  to 
discountenance  the  further  pretensions  of  the  Delaware  &  Susque- 
hanna Oompanies  to  lands  in  Penns'a  &  teud  to  detach  the  Real  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming  firom  the  more  disorderly  Partezans  of  these 
Oompaniee.' 

Permit  us  also  to  mention  that  an  advertiaemeot  hd6  itppeared  in 
the  Connecticut  papers  calling  a  meeting  of  those  Companies  on  the 
I7th  of  this  month  for  ecrtain  purposes  &  amon^t  others  to  talte 
measured  for  conteracdng  the  machinations  of  tho  State  of  Penns'a. 

Some  debate  has  already  passed  on  this  report  of  the  Committee 

A  from  the  warmth  with  which  an  early  decision  is  urged  for  w4 

imagine  a  decision  will  be  obtained  in  the  course  of  this  week,  & 

from  present  appearances  it  will  probably  be  in  favor  of  the  Bcportk 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectfully  Tr.  Bto'y 

Mo.  ob.  &  mo.  H'We  Serv't, 
CHAS.  PETTIT, 

far  the  Delegates.*  . 
{Letter  Book,  VoL  1.,  p.  a37.] 
*  See  answer  to  tliis  in  Vol.  X.,  p.  7*9. 


loff        psmfsmvAmh  abchives  irse; 

tiETTEES  FROM  Wh.   H.  SmITH  TO  W.  MOUXGOME&T)  £fiQ.. 

1786. 

Wjoming,  May  14, 1786. 
Sir, 

There  will  be  no  danger  of  Letters  being  ioteroepted — ^The  Barer 
is  iiii8aspected---StroQg  &  his  associates  say,  that  you  are  leading  ua 
uroDg,  that  districts  most  be  first  set  oflf  bv  the  Assembly  before  wa 
oan  with  propriety  elect|  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  untill  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Assembly,  and  insist  that  we  ought  to  have  security  from 
the  State  that  they  will  do  us  justice,  and  that  I  am  a  mad  man  goina, 
too  fiuit  to  ensnare  the  people,  that  I  oame  is  to  psoomatinate  until 
they  oan  get  fixed  which  a  timely  Exertion  may  prevent,  Pray 
let  me  have  a  line^  from  you  on  the  subjeet  of  eleotii^  Constables, 
that  I  may  be  pepared  to  meet  the  people — anawer  to  that  Query  £ 
send  inclosed  the  oopies  of  papers  which  I  have  put  up  in  the  several 
districts. 

Sir,  1  am  with  the  greatest  esteem. 

Your  obedient  koiDble  servavt, 

WM.  HOOB^BR  SMITH .• 
VirecUSf 

To  Wm.  Hon^omory,  Esq. 
J  P.  S.   In  the  greatest  Hurry-— my  hand;  head  and  mind  is  con- 
fused. 


Wm.  Montgomsry  to  President  and  Coukcil,  1786. 

To  the  P.  &  Sup.  Exec.  Council. 

Northumberland,  May  17, 1786. 
Gent'n 

As  a  (dtizen  of  Pennsa.  &  much  more  as  a  civil  officer,  I  consider 
n^pself  under  the  strongest  obligation  to  lay  before  you  the  informa- 
tion I  have  rec'd  respecting  the  state  of  things  &  the  measures 
now  pursuing  at  that  part  of  the  Country  called  Wyoming.  As 
von  will  perceive  by  the  letters  inclosed  Col.  Ethau  Alien  from 
Vermont  at  the  solicitation  of  a  certain  Certain  Solomon  Strong  of 
the  state  of  New  Tork,  has  arrived  there,^who  with  Col.  John 
Franklin  a  liver  at  Wyoming  have  been  endeavoring  to  take  off  & 
divert  the  people  who  had  entered  into  recognizances  before  Esqr* 
Shaw  from  their  allegiance  to  th^  state  &  to  go  into  measures  for 
erecting  a  new  state ;  which  is  to  include  a  part  of  this  &  part 
of  N.  York  state.  However  wild  the  scheme,  I  believe  they 
have  made  manv  eonverts  at  Wyoming,  particularly  among  the 
late  comers,  &  half  share  men,  as  ihejf  are  caUe4j  who  have  no 

*  Then  follows  the  Letter  May  14,  oa  Vol.  X.,  p.  7C0. 


tbM^  of  f  leading  an  aarly  ooohimk^,  or  r^gnkr  aatttomaity  g| 
oonna  canoot  flatter  themselyes  with  having  any  plea  to  hold  theis 
improvements  under  the  jorisdiction  of  this  state.  Besides  the 
above  letters  sent  me  by  an  Express  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
being  more  fully  informed  of  the  same  things  by  William  Shaw, 
Esq.,  St  Thomas  Grant  Esq*,  who  are  just  arrived  from  there;  so 
that  with  me  the  matter  is  beyond  all  doubly  that  a  new  Indepen- 
dent state  is  intended  &  that  speedily.  Col.  Ethan  Allen  & 
Franklin  are  now  gone  to  meet  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  Conn. 
&  are  expeeted  to  return  in  four  or  five  weeks.  What  the  conso- 
qoences  will  be  or  where  it  wiU  end  is  not  easy  to  forsee^  Wt  I  eon- 
oeive  it  would  be  sound  policy  &  will  be  found  absolutely  neeessary 
to  take  the  moal  speedy  »  effectual  measuisss  to  «end  up  such  a  body 
of  troops  there  as  would  support  &  give  countenance  to  all  who  would 
desire  to  continue  in  their  allegiance  to  this  state,  confirm  the 
wavering  &  check  the  giddy  in  their  mad  career ;  if  this  could  be 
done  80  that  %ht  world  womld  see  the  state  only  meaat  to  support 
the  peaceable  Inhabitant  having  Utle  A  property  to  be  dispoied  of 
in  Courts  of  Law,  It  would  probably  divide  those  people  aiaong 
tbemselves,  &  faeiHtate  a  full  establishment  of  the  jorisdiotion  of 
tile  slate  ihere;  If  our  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meating  |e 
im  to  set  that  district  off  as  a  seperate  Cotmty,  I  believe  it  wonid 
tend  to  the  same  happy  purpose,  as  it  will  open  the^way  to  some  of 
the  honors  &  emoloxnents  of  a  County,  wiiioh  will  opsvate  as  a 
eennterpoiso  to  the  honors  and  emotuments  expeoM  hi  a  lew  state^ 
and  indeed  snbmtssion  to  government,  cireumstaneed  ft  sitttaled  as 
they  are,  snbjeot  to  a  great  number  of  petty  smta  ft  no  Justice  of 
the  peace  nearer  than  fifty  miles,  is  a  real  diffionity  ft  should  be 
femoved  as  soon  as  possibleH-what  troops  (if  any,)  wiH  be  rabed| 
is  not  fer  me  to  determine  but  I  sincerely  believe  none  can  be  moie 
wnfit  for  this  bnsinesB  Ihan  militia,  fbr  a  variety  €ff  reasons  wUeh  I 
tteed  not  mention.  Bat  eonvine^  I  am  untes  souetbing  is  dmse 
ft  that  speedily  and  effectually  4  new  state  will  be  atteispted  to  be 
eieated  within  a  very  short  time;  whereas,  a  vigotons  and  timely 
epposittoit  on  fiberal  pritieiptee  may  eru^tHie  wMe  seheme  ft 
establish  Peace  in  that  unhappy  dktriot.  Wtlliain  Sfcaw,  Bsq.^ 
who  also  writetf  yon  on  this  busmess  sende  yon  a  cofy  ol  an  faytei^ 
eepted  letter  properly  anthenlieated  whieh  laya  open  idMir  whole, 
seheaie.  nie  Letters  ft  papers  inelosed  w91  ako  shew  their  desigtt 
ft  the  pains  taken  by  the  signers  to  prevent  the  people  being  nne* 
lead.  Vhey  etnt  theni  to  me  by  a  speeial  Expirees  ft  wished  that  it 
iiight  net  be  generally  known  h^w  tbey  came  by  seoM^part  of  thei« 
iafermation  that  they  had  eommnnieated  it  se  fnllyi  as  ft  weold 
tender  tbeir  siteatien  very  ineecvre,  unless  they  rtieived  timely  ft 
effeetnal  support.  I  hope  his  BxoeU'y  the  President  ft  the  Hoa^Ue 
the  sopreme  Executive  Council  wiH  pardett  tny  plainness  on  thie 
eooasioo,  as  I  look  upon  the  afl^ir  to  be  of  eo  moebL  itapertaoee  ft  of 
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m9  Mfionsti  naCtore  as  t^  rentfer  a  sorntmttta^  atCantioa  to  Wenioiif 
improper. 

Qent.;  I  am,  with  the  most  Bincere  Bespect 

.    His  Excell'ya  &  j'  HodVs  H'ble  Serv't, 

WILLIAM  MONTGQMEftr.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  874.) 


V  Thomas  Grant  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1786. 

To  His  Exceirj  Beoj.  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pre^. 

Northumberland,  May  20, 1786. 
Sir, 

Aa  an  offieer  of  Ooverameiit  I  think  it  m j  indiap^Daable  dnty  to 
Inform  Counoil  of  the  Treatment  which  I  lately  reoeii^  at  Wyomii)^ 
deeknttioBB  of  Ejeetment  &  aUBdrj  other  proceeae^  were  put  into 
mj  hands  atgeiaet  People  living  at  &  ttear  Wyoming  t^  onlef  to  ibe 
fizeeatry  of  which  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  fourteenth  inatanti 
•  tke  fifteenth  I  spent  mostly  io  makii^  Enquiries  reqpeeting  the 
dispoeition  of  the  laliabitaiits,  tJie  seat  dny  I  atreeted  John  Paul 
£ohott  who  deelared  he  would  not  submit  nor  pay  any  respect  whati- 
.over  to  mj  afrfeet^  this  he  did  in  the  presenee  of  Mr.  Sbawy  befbve 
whom  he  bad  not  long  before  oatered  into  Beeogaiianee.  Sand^j 
others  whom  I  had  arrested  behaved  in  the  same  manner  as  Schott 
t  deokred  ao^  any  sabmission.  I  had  tfiformalioB  at  sundry  times 
of  persons  vno  had  declared  they  would  take  my  life^  but  <m  th# 
next  day  (the  Seventeenth)  I  observed  same  people  oolleotiug  at  oq# 
YaniagtoB's  it  soon  after  a  greater  number  appeared  at  &kott'% 
heiag  told  that  their  Inteutioiis  wero  agauist  me  I  want  towards  mf 
lodgings  but  was  Overtaken  by  them  on  the  way,  they  aooosted  ma 
witi  tho  moat  insulting  language  &  eenelnded  by  sayiiig  the  ovdna 
of  the  sattlament  wene,  that  1  should  leafe  the  place  in  two  howa 
with  my  damned  wttts  or  abide  by  the  oonsequenoes-^-one  of  them 
atrnek  William  Wilson^  tho  man  who  aooempaoied  me  with  a  stick 
ft  made  towards  me,  but  having  pistols  I  deelared  I  would  blew  hia 
Brains  out  if  he  advanced,  I  however  nuule  to  my  lodi^t^g  &  postod 
myadf  in  the  door  declared  I  would  shoot  the  fimt  man  that  a4^ 
vaneed,  after  some  time  one  of  them  desired  to  speak  to  me  ia 
private)  I  agreed  on  eondition  that  the  Best  would  retire*  Th^ 
tetired  n  little^  but  while  I  was  in  GonversaliQn  with  the  ono  who 
eame  kkf  they  retamad  &  order'd  the  Landla4y  ta  tum  c^t  the 
damned  penamite  Basoal  or  they  would  shoot  through  ovary  dour  & 
window  of  the  house — mneh  insulting  and  abusive  lango  was  used 
by  them  &  m^  they  woie  armed  with  Olubeand  pistob't  I  wue  obl^god 

*  Bee  reference  to  this  letter  in  Vol.  X.,  p.  766. 
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as  wen  fbr  r&y  (Ari  ^hUtf  as  for  tile  fto^etAidn  <»r  fh^  woman  &  poof 
ehtldreH  io  BvbBaH  to  tb«ir  tettDs,  ^i):.,  that  I  woald  exeeate  no 
prooesB  whftteref  &  leave  the  place  in  two  bonra,  on  mj  giting 
then  my  hottor  -lA&t  I  would  comply,  they  returned  to  Tarfngton'a 
to  Bee  that  I  eompHed :  and  I  eannot  help  obserring  that  I  have 
e?er^  ifeuon  to  believe  that  my  life  depended  on  my  oompliance-^to 
mention  eveiy  fnsnlt  k  eon'tempt  that  was  showed  me  during  the 
time  I  was  there  woald  far  esceed  the  Bounds  of  a  letter.  U  was 
however  impossible  to  execute  the  Laws  of  Fennsa.  in  these  parts 
Withoat  armed  forse  to  support  the  officers. 

It  is  now  knowing  publickly  that  their  intentions  are  to  form  a 
new  state.  ^  Ethan  Allen  with  a  great  number  of  new  adventurers 
are  at  the  bead  of  this  busfness  &  ninoe  thell*'  arrival  every  idea  of 
submission  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsa.  has  vanished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  mo.  oh.  h'ble  serv't, 

THOMAS  OBANT.* 
[Letter  B.,  Vol.  L,  p.  386] 


Lawbbkcb  Kbene  Prothonotart  for  Co.  ov  North'i), 

1786. 

Sunbury;  June  l,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

Inclosed  I  kavo  the  honor  of  handing  you  a  list  of  the  persons 
names  at  WyomiDg,  who  entered  into  a  Eecog^izanco  before  Wm* 
Montgomery  &  Wnf.  Shaw,  Esq.^f  agreeable  to  ^  Law  passed  the 
24th  day  of  Dee.|  1785.  I  have  transmitted  the  originals  as  I  con- 
ceived the  order  of  Gooj^oil^  particularly  expressed  my  doing,  so. 
I  am.  Dear  Sii)  Yr. 

mO.  ob,  Hble.  Servfa., 

L.  E££N£. 

John  Armskong;  fisq.,  See.  Sup.  Exee.  Ck)imFcil. 


Lbttbr  from  John  Franklin  at  Wyoming  so  Wm. 
Montgomery,  1786. 

Wyoming,  Jlino  26, 1786. 
Sir,    • 

I  ksTO  had  lihe  peiHml  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Meyers  of  Ae  22i 
instaikt,  as  yon  made  mention  of  my  name  with  great  reflections,  I 

•  See  ToL  X.,  p.  766. 

t  Letters  are  also  reoorded  in  Letter  B.  Vol.  1»  p.  895,  897,  firom  them 
together  with  a  fUII  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  recognized. 


ihiok  proper  io  letora  yom  as  answer;  I  tkiak  >our  lelfter  imgF 
extraordioary,  you  andertake  to  tall  ua  vbat  Congresa  have  dona^ 
what  the  SuaquebaoQa  Comp'y  have  conaented  to,  &e. ;  and  what 
bis  EzcelFy,  the  president  has  authorized  you  to  is/orm  as  of,  &o. 

Tou  tell  us  that.  Congress  have  Resolved  to  mnt  a  Tract  of 
Country  Northward  of  Penn.  &  Westward  of  N.  X.  state  oo  Lake* 
Erie,  to  the  Susqueh.  Comp'y  in  lieu  of  a  relinqoiafamenfc  of  their 
(viz. :)  The  Company's  Bighty  &  that  the  Suaq.  Co.  &  all  partiea  aia 
satisfied  with  the  same.  I  must  tell  yon,  Sir^  that  we  ar^  not  un- 
acquainted with  the  Resorns  of  Congress  or  proceedings  of  the 
Susq.  Co.  Your  Representations  are  inconsistent  with  Truth.  The 
votes  of  the  Susq.  Co.  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  m^y  oonvinoe  you 
of  their  intention,  (a^$opy  of  said  votes  I  send  inclosed.  You  tell, 
us  that  you  expect  the  wise  &  virtuous  amongst  us  will  avail  them* 
selves  of  the  kind  Intentions  of  Gov.,  &  thereby  secure  the  benefits 
of  your  free,  equal  and  happy  oonstitution.  I  would  wish  to  be  in- 
fomed  whether  a  Removal  of  six  thousand  souls  from  their  justly 
acquired  habitations  at  Wyoming  to  be  fixed  among  the  nations  at 
Lake  Erioi  is  to  such  Emigrates  the  injoying  the  benefits  of  your 
free  and  happy  Constitution ;  or  whether  your  Constitution  &  Right 
of  Government  extends  to  a  Territory  Northward  of  yout  State  and 
Westward  of  N.  Y. 

You  query  whether  it  will  Satisfy  Allen  &  Franklin  and  tbeir 
adherents  to  give  up  their  farms,  which  they  have  juedg  acquired 
&  cultivated  at  Wyoming,  to  Pennsylvania  Land  Schemers  ?  k  run 
our  chance  of  having  wild  Lands  on  the  hunting  Grounds  at  Lake 
Erie— 4>e  assured,  Kr,  it  is  no  query  in  my  mind  \  I  expect  to 
enjoy  my  lands  here,  unless  legally  removed  by  a  regular  course  of 
lAiw  had  before  a  proper  Tribunal. 

Yoar  Query,  that  whether  after  all  that  the  wisdom  and  forbearance 
of  Gev't  can  do  for  U8|  we  must  be  a  people  devoted  to  hardriiips 
danger  k  devastation.  I  wish  you  h«l  explained  yourself  more 
fully  on  that  head,  whether  you  mean  the  forbearance  that  you 
saved  some  part  of  our  women  and  children  alive  at  the  time  you 
expelled  us  from  this  country  by  an  armed  force  in  the  year  ^94,  or 
whether  by  ffiving  ua  liberty  to  have  a  beinjp;  in  that  part  of  Oad'a 
World,  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie;  wonderuil  forbearance  indeed  ! 
You  threaten  us  with  devastation  in  ease  of  non-compliance,  but 
let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  that  w6  disregarded  your  threats.  You  tell  us 
you  are  authorized  by  a  letter  from  His  EzcelFy  the  Pros,  to  inform 
us  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  k  the  assurances  of  protection 
from  Govt*  I  would  inform  you,  that  I  have  his  Excelly's  Letter 
of  the  Twelfth  inst.  now  before  me.  The  assurance  gives  us  tha 
grsateat  satisfaction.  But  Hia  Bsoall'y  does  not  inform  lis  of  the 
appointment  of  a  substitute  at  Northuipbecland  to  aeq^aint  sa  ^ 
the  good  intentions  of  Govt.,  &c. 

You  also  recommend  that  we  demean  ourselvefl  at  good  cftiaens,  ft 
not  be  drawn  from  omr  allcgiunce  by  tTie  wlU  schemos  of  the  men^ 
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vbo  li?e  bj  fishing  in  troaUed  waters,  tlifti  iboM  men  wImd  41^ 
tress  arriveih,  will  leave  us  to  shift  for  ourselves  and  bunt  o«i  a 
BOW  scene  in  which  to  exercise  their  nnhappy  talents,  to  which  I 
answer — It  ever  has  been  and  still  h  cmr  desire  to  demean  onrseWes 
as  good  GitiienBy  and  would  wish  to  be  protected  as  sach,  tho'  we 
are  sorrj  to  say  we  have  never  jet  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  yo«r 
Constitution  thongh  solemnly  pledged  to  as.  You  pretend  to  be 
afraid  that  People  here  will  be  drawn  from  their  allej^ance  by  the  wild 
schemes  of  men,  who  live  by  fishing  in  troubled  waters — had  you  been 
honest,  you  would  have  said,  you  was  afraid  that  the  exhortations  of  the 
wise,  righteous  and  just  will  have  such  deep  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  good  people  at^Wyomiuff  as  will  induce  them  to  stand  forth  on 
their  defence  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause  and  overthrow  the  hellish 
schemes  of  the  land  monopolizers,  who  wish  to  distroy  the  Yankeys 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  they  may  enioy  the  Lmds  our 
hands  have  cultivated  and  our  Blood  enriched,  i  ou  further  pretend 
to  be  afraid  the  wild  s^emes,  (as  you  term  them,)  will  have  the 
people  at  Wyoming  when  danger  arriveth.  I  believe,  Sir,  it  is  your 
sincere  wish  that  the  wise  and  virtuous  would  withdraw  that  you 
might  thereby  have  a  better  opportunity  of  drawins  the  more 
Ignorant  and  innocent  people  into  a  snare  &  persuade  them  to  give 
up  their  all  for  a  Rattlebox.  I  then  query  whether  yon  would  not 
cheat  that  from  them,  provided  the  Honor  of  the  Land  Schemers  only 
oonld  be  pledged  for  tbe  delivery  thereof.  But  be  assured,  Sir^  the 
wise  and  virtuous  will  not  withdraw.  We  have  been  inured  to  danger^ 
hardship  and  devastations,  we  have  been  too  often  deceived  by  your 
people^  the  Land  Schemers  as  well  as  by  some  of  the  officers  of 
Gov't)  who  made  great  pretentions  of  honesty,  jnstiee  &  friendship, 
and  whose  fair  wcvds  and  flattering  speeohes  are  not  to  be  believ^d| 
for  thns  saith  the  Lord,  ^^  Their  hearts  are  full  of  all  manner  of 
abominations.'^ 

You  tell  us  of  a  removal  of  Congress  from  your  State^  then 
advise  as  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Gov.  &  secure 
**  the  benefits  of  your  Constitution,  embraoe  the  offered  meroy,  re- 
linquish our  all  to  Lands  Schemers  and  take  Lands  at  Lake  £rie. 
Pray,  Sir,  view  the  inconsistency  of  your  Letter — how  in  the  name 
of  God  do  you  expect  to  protect  us  by  your  constitution  when  we 
are  out  of  your  State.  You  tell  of  fishing  in  troubled  waters.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  words  of  Nathan  to  King  David  **  (thou  art  the 
man.")  Let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  we  esteem  ourselves  capable  of  trans- 
acting our  own  Business,  and  would  advise  you  to  avail  yourself  of 
tiie  late  votes  of  the  Susq.  Company,  &  thereby  secure  your  Lands. 

I  wish  for  peaoe  on  just  and  honorable  terms,  & 
am,  Sir,  yr. 

Humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

K.  B. — The  benevolent  intention  of  the  Company  to  your  set- 
tlers, ft  particularly  to  yourself  is  to  the  disadvantage  of  my  honored 
Father^  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  those  Lands  you  claim  at  Mahonen, 


At  a  meeting  of  tbe  proprietors  of  the  SnsqtiefianDa  I^urcbase  of 
Lcrndfl,  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartford^  May  17th,  1786. 

CoL  Gadattj,  Moderartoc* 

Voted  — ^That  all  persons  settled  nnder  the  authority  of  the  State 
of  Penns*  &  now  actually  inhabiting  upon  that  Tract  of  Ceantry  oi^ 
the  Westerly  Waters  of  the  Susquehanna  Biver,  &  purchased 
of  the  natives  by  the  CampaT^y,  called  the  Susquehanna  Conmamj 
be,  Si  the  same  arejhereby  fully  established  &  confirmed  with  full  and 
absolute  possession  of  the  Lands  by  them  actually  possessed  nndec 
fhe  said  State  of  Pennsa. 

Voted. — ^That  this  Company  conscious  of  the  equity  of  tkeir 
Title  to  the  Lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natives  and  situate 
upon  the  Waters  of  the  River  Susquehanna  will  support  a^d  main* 
tain  their  claim  to  the  JLands  afosesaid,  &  effectually  justify  aad 
support  their  settlers  tbereon. 

Voted. — ^That  Samuel  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  and  Col. 
Ebenezer  Gray  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  suoh  persona  aa 
are  Proprietors  of  said  Company  and  have  paid  their  tasEcs  agreeable 
to  the  votes  of  said  Company,  and  that  all  persons  that  have  neg- 
lected &  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by  the  fir? t  day  of  September 
next,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby  excluded  from  any  rieht, 
interest  or  property  within  the  Territory  aforesaid.  The  said  list 
of  Proprietors  to  be  completed  by  the  first  day  of  September  next. 
Extract  from  the  Records, 

SAU'L  GRA7, 


Thomas  Hartley  xo  Wm-  Bhadfojcd,  A.  C,  1787. 

York  Town,  Jan'j  5th,  1787. 
Dr  Sir, 

'You  will  discover  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  ult.,  what  was  the  Idea 
most  of  the  Gentlemen  had  heie  coDcerniog  the  Topiult  the  Thuni* 
day  proceeding. 

The  Measures  taken  by  the  Friends  of  civil  Power  were  perba{Mi 
highly  proper  for  the  Day,  and  could  it  be  with  Certainty  said  the 
Disorder  was  totally  removed,  and  no  bad  Coosequemces  were  to  be 
apprehended,  the  Plan  proposed  by  the  IjCtter  might  be  an  eligiblo 
one. 

As  I  wrote  before,  it  would  be  perhaps  qncandid  or  unjust  in  me, 
when  I  have  the  smalleet  Apprehensions  or  any  Reason  to  occasion 
a  Doubt  concerning  the  Designs  of  those  People  oalled  InaiifBewtay 
to  recommend  a  State  of  Sogurity  wUeh  perhaps  oaanot  be  tmated. 


Shrawl  hive  Um  '^BUmmi  0?«?  4a  ttieSfesiom^^vrbat  A%  F«tei^ 
M  I»diotiB«a  there  mt^  be  19  ao;  eertoin  t^  determiqe ;  en  Igoo^ 
renoB  BiU  would  be  e  dieegieeable  CeDsidaxetiQa.  TU  Justices  ar^ 
Men  of  GheiaeteiP}  bckl  iq  the  PanishiiieDt  ef  their  Neighboon  in 
Case  of  M  OeDTidtwill  fl9)^ht  aot  be  eoadeqi^ate  of  ladependeet  eg 
ID  the  Sapreme  Court.  Under  the  Pireotion  of  their  JBLoDoars  the 
Innooent  end  guilty  might  perhaps  be  better  discrimiDated. 

I  have  understood  that  it  has  been  the  Opinion  of  several  below 
tha4  the  Sapre^  Cbartat  ne^t  Assizes  would  be  the  proper  Tri- 
bunal to  investigate  .the  Mallet  in. 

It  would  be  Presumption  in  me  to  reeommend  a  oontrarj  Prin- 
dple ;  a  mistaken  Confidence  might  be  very  dangerous.  I  aBAK)rry 
for  the  aisdtided  Omalaet  ef  tlMse  Hen,  severe  of  them  stood  in 
a  very  gooif  (jight  before. 

How  then  ^haif  tbe  Business  be  eonduoted  ?  please  to  direct. 

As  I  said  before,  Several  of  them  have  been  bound  over  to  appeal 
at  the  next  Court  of  General  Qe&rter  Sesffions  in  thfe  Month,  and 
will  probaUy  attend.  If  the  Trials  are  to  be  abov«e,  should  not  the 
Persons  dnrged  be  reoognlised  anew  in  the  Sesnons— with  Bail  to 
appear  before  the  Jusdoes  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  the  next  Asncesi 
Ad 

This  wouM  be  the  speediest  Way.     tf  other  Penoos  are  to  bo 

Eroceeded  against,  a  Warrant  may  issne  from  the  Chief  Justice 
efore  he  comes  here  in  the  Spring  te  have  them  taken. 
You  will  be  ^o  good  as  to  send  yeur  Inscmetlens  to  point  out 
what  you  mean  should  be  done.    You  will  he  pleased  to  consult  the 
Judgto  if  you  think  proper. 

Perhaps  the  Chief  Justice  will  not  think  it  amiss  to  write  to  the 
Ptesideoi  of  the  Qoart  what  their  Honoura  would  think  ex{>e(]ient 
and  necessary  further  to  be  done. 
And  I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  Bespeet  iind  Regard, 

Your  meet  Qbed.  &  most  humble  Serv% 
THOS.  HARTLEY.* 
P.  S.    Present  my  Oomidimeats  to  the  Chief  Justice  and  his 
Brethren  iu  Town. 
Directed  J 
OiM  Honourable  Wm.  Bradfovd,  Jan.,  Beq.^  Att'y  OeneiaL 


Gov.  Bandolph  of  Ya.  xo  Fua*  FftAimiir,  1787. 

Duplieate.  Richmond,  Jafiuary  11th,  1787. 

Sir, 

From  the  inclosed  memorial  of  Col.  Charles  Simms,  your  Excdt 
lency  will  oollect  hil  Mtiety  eoneeiwitg  a  contest,  new  depeiKling  in 
*  Bee  CoL  Eec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  147. 
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a  Court  0^  yotxr  Btttte.  Bat  1  am  foMiiABli  bj  «lre  t)oiideibe  iridch 
I  plaoe  in  the  jnstioe  and  proper  execution  of  your  UmUf  offieialiy 
to  ioterpoee  on  thifl  oeeaaion,  ^rtber  than  to ^xmnBimiibte  hkaag* 
gestioQs,  (^  whi<!^  your  Bzoelleuey  will,  I  am  iore,  vnke  ^very 
and  application  which  may,  with  propriety,  teBd  to  hit  relief. 
I  have  the  honor,  Sir, 

To  be  your  Excellency's  mo*  ob,  serv't, 

BDM.  KANDOLBB. 
His  Excellency,  The  president  of  Peanaylvania. 


•  Gov.  CA8WBLL  07  N.  C,  TO  Pkbs.  Fbahklin,  1787. 

No.  Carolina,  January  12th;  1787. 
Sir, 

Incloeed  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  an  Act  of  the  Legislature 
^  this  State  for  appointing  Deputies  to  a  Convention  proposed  to  be 
held  in  tlie  City  of  Phili^elphia  in  May  nezt|  for  the  purpose  of 
Revising  the  Federal  ConstitutioD. 

Oar  General  Assembly  were  induced  to  pass  this  Act  in  full 
expectation  tfaftt  the  seveni  States  in  the  Union  would  Co-operate 
with  us  in  this  desirable  Object. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 
Greatest  respe<^  &  esteem,  Sir, 

,  Your  most  Obedient  &  very  bumble  Servant, 

KD.  CASWELL,* 
Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  post. 


Gov.  Bandolph  op  Va.  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Biobmond,  January  2l8t,  1787. 
Sir, 

When  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency,  aa 
above,  on  the  11th  Instant,  the  memorial  said  to  be  inclosed  was  by 
mistake  omitted.     I  am  therefore  obliged  Jto  trouble  you  once  more 
on  the  iGime  subject ;  and  must  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  amj  Sir, 
With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  serv't, 

EDM.  BANDOLPH.* 
Dtreetedf 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvmnia. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  169. 
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Sttie  of  North  Gtfolha. 
An  ad  for  appointing^  dfptUie^from  this  states  to  a  cnnventum  pro- 
pomd  to  he  hM  trt  the  city  of  Fhtladelphia  in  May  nextj  for  the 
puirpo9e  ofre»ising  the  federal  eonttituhcn. 
Whereas  in  the  formation  of  the  foederal  ootnpaot  wbieh  frames 
the  bond  of  nnion  of  the  American  states,  it  was  not  possible  in  the 
infimi  state  of  our  repnblios  to  devise  a  system  which  in  the  eonrse 
of  time  and  ezperienoe  would  not  manifest  imperfections  tibat  it 
would  be  necessary  to  reform.  And  whereas  tho  limited  powers 
which  by  the  articles  of  ^confederation  are  vested  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  have  been  found  &r  inadequate  to  the  enlarged 
parpoees  which  they  were  intended  to  produce.  And  whereas  Con- 
greas  hath  by  repeated  and  most  urgent  representations,  endeavoured 
to  awaken  this  and  the  other  states  of  the  union,  to  a  sense  of  the 
truly  critical  and  alarming  situation  into  which  they  must  be  una- 
▼oidably  cast,  unless  measures  are  forthwith  taken  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  Congress,  that  they  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  threaten  our  existence  as  a  free  and  independent 
people.  And  whereas  this  state  hath  been  ever  desirous  to  act  upon 
the  enlarged  system  of  the  genial  good  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out binding  its  views  to  the  narrow  and  selfish  object  of  partial  con- 
Tonience,  and  has  been  at  all  times  ready  to  make  every  concession 
to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  whole,  which  justice  and  sound 
policy  could  vindicate : 

1,  Beit  therefore  enacted  ly  the  General  Assemhly  of  the  state  of 
North  Carolina,  and  by  the  authority  office  same,  That  &7e  Commis- 
sioners be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses  of  A^^sembly, 
wiiOy  or  any  three  of  them,  are  hereby  authorised  M  deputies  from 
this  state,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
then  and  there  to  meet  and  confer  with  such  deputies  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  other  states  for  similar  purposes,  and  with  them  to 
discuss  and  decide  upon  the  most  effectual  means  to  remove  the 
defects  of  our  fcederal  union,  and  to  procure  the  enlarged  purposes 
which  it  was  intended  to  effect,  and  that  they  report  sucl^  an  act  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  state,  as  when  agreed  to  by  them,  will 
effectually  provide  for  the  same. 

IL  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  resig- 
nation of  any  of  the  said  deputies,  or  of  their  declining  their  appoint- 
ments, his  Excellency  the  Governor  ibr  the  time  being,  is  hereby 
authorised  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Governor  is  required  to 
transmit  forthwith  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  and  to  the  executives  of  each  of  the  states  in  the 
uni'^n. 

Head  three  times  and  ratified  in  General  Assembly,  the  sixth  day 
of  January,  Anno  Dom.,  1781. 

JAMES  COOR,  S.  8. 
JOHN  B.  ASHE,  S.  C. 
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[«(.}    NorUi  GuroUaa. 

In  Oenerd  ABsemblj,  January  6, 1787.  ' 

Mr«  Willis,  from  the  joi&4  bailotiiur  for  iii«nibei»  to  attond  a 
meeiiDg  proposed  to  b^  bold  at  PhiUaelphia  in  May  nexi,  for  die 
p^rpo9e  of  revisimg  tbe  fo^daral  oonstitutiion,  reported^ 

That  bis  EUoellenoy  Biphaid  0MW#U,S8qoir«i  Aleiandev  ftbrtiai 
WUliam  R.  Davie,  Richard  Dobba  Spaigbt  and  WiUi«  Jonet» 
Ssquiiesi  were  elected  for  tba^  purpose. 

Tbe  Kottse  taking  tbis  report  intoeonaidemtiDa  ootnourred  ihevnr 
witL 

Extract  from  the  journals 

J.  HUNT,  0.  H.  0. 
J.  HAYWOOD,  C.  S  * 


Makagbbs  of  Statb  Lottery  to  Couroil,  1787. 

May  it  please  the  Gonooil, 

By  the  absence  of  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Lottery  and  the 
indisposition  of  another^  there  remains  bat  one  to  attend  to  the 
drawing. 

The  Magistrates  and  Clerks  are  ready  to  proceed,  but  as  the  Law 
requires  the  presence  of  two  Managers,  I  pray  the  directions  of  Coun- 
cil for  the  regulation  of  my  conduct  in  this  conjuncture. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

wkh  the  greatest  Sespeot 

May  it  please  the  Council 

Their  most  obedient  k  most  humble  servant, 

MATTH.  CLABKSON.* 
Assembly  Chamber,  State  House,  Febniary  8tb,  i  past  10  o'deek. 
Indor$edf 

Read  in  Council  Vebmary  8th,  1787,  and  Mr.  Peter  Baynton  ap- 
pointed a  Manager  daring  the  indisposition  of  Mr  Fuller. 

JXrecied, 
The  Honourable  The  Supneoe  Exeoative  CminoiL 

*  See  Col^  Beo.,  XV.,  p.  169. 
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P&OGLAM ATI4N     09    Oov'R    OW   MASSACfiUSmff    AOAimt 

Shays,  &c,  1787. 

Bj  his  Bsoolbiitff  jMie«  Boirdoi»;  Bsqr.,  OoTefD^r  of  tlie  Cmn- 
iBOftw«ftlth  of  Maapaohwette. 

A  Proolamarion. 

Whenaa  ibe  GenAral  Court  of  this  ComnumwMlth  did|  on.  ibo 
fourth  of  February  iaataaii  declarei  tbat  a  borrid  and  ODnatara} 
BfoboUioB  and  War  b«tb  been  openlj  and  tniteronaly  nuaodi  and 
leTied  agaioat  this  Ooiiimonwealth,  wUb  a  deaiga  to  aiU»?erty  and 
overtbxow  tbe  Gooatitution,  and  form  of  OoTernmoDt  tberoof  :*-and 
wbOT^aa  it  appears,  tbat  Daniel  Sbajs  of  Pelbam,  and  Luke  Day  of 
West  Sprin^ld,  in  tbe  County  of  Havpehire,  Adam  Wbeeler  of 
Hubbaidaton  in  tbe  County  of  Woroester,  and  EU  Parsons  of  Adams 
iQ  tbe  County  of  Berkshire,  bave  been  tbe  Prinoipals  in,  and  abeD- 
tors  and  auj^rters  of  tbis  unnatural,  unprovoked  and  wioked  Rebek 
Hon,  against  tbe  dignity,  autboritj  and  OoTerameBt  of  tbe  said 
Common  wealtb. 

J  kave  theiefore  tbought  fit,  by  and  witb^tbe  advioe  of  tbe  Council, 
jMid  at  the  desire  of  tbe  General  Court,  to  issoe  tbis  proclamation ; 
hereby  requiring  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffii,  Grand-Jurors,  Con- 
alables  k  other  Officers,  eivil  and  military,  and  aUo  leoomjaending 
it  to  all  other  good  subjects  within  tbis  Commonwealth  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  for  discovering  and  apprehending  tbe  said  Daniel 
Sbays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  &  Eli  Parsons,  and  then  to.deliver 
to  tbe  bigb  SberiflF  for  tbe  County  of  Suffolk,  that  so  tbey,  or  either 
of  them  may  be  rendered  to  justice :  and  for  the  encouragement  of ' 
snob  persons  as  shall  apprehend  tbe  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day^ 
Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  or  either  of  them,  and  deliver  tbeia 
to  the  Sheriff  aa  aforesaid — it  is  hereby  declared,  tbat  be  or  they 
shall  thereupon  be  entitle4  to  receive  out  of  tbe  public  Treasury  for 
that  service,  a  reward  of  one  hundred  &  fifty  poitnds  for  Daniel 
Shays,  and  one  hundred  pounds  each  for  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler 
&  W,  Parsons. 

And  all  persons  whatsoe^rer  are  hereby  strictly  commanded  not  to 
harbour,  entertain  or  conceal  tbe  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  D^,  Adam 
Wheeler  or  Eli  Parsons,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  tbek 
Peril,  and  avoid  tbe  Penalties  in  tbis  case  by  law  provided. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Boston  this  ninth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  Kghty- 
seven ;  and  in  tbe  Eleventh  year  of  the  Independenoe  of  tbe  United 
JStates  of  Ammca. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN,* 

Troe  Copy,  By  His  Ezoelleaoy's  G<mimand. 

Attest  JOHN  AYEBY,  jun'r,  Seo'y. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  XV.,  p.  170.    Proclamation  of  Pennsylvania,  177, 188* 
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OpiHioir—JuDaBS  MoEsan  akd  B&tar  on  DMfvacuTiw 
Of  Pay,  1787. 

The  Sapreme  Ezeeatite  Goim^l  of  the  State  of  PenoeylTtnia^  by 
their  aot  of  the  4ih  day  of  JauiMry  last,  wbioh  was  reeeired  on  the 
6th  ioBt,  requested  the  opinion  of  the  Jodgee  upon  the  olaim  of  Colo. 
James  O'Hara,  for  depreciation  of  his  pay  as  Commissary  in  the 
General  Hospital.  The  certificate  of  Benjamin  Walker,  Commis- 
Bioner,  under  Oongress  for  the  Hoepital  department,  the  settlement 
of  said  claim  by  John  Nicholson,  Comptroller  General  of  the  State, 
and  the  opinion  of  William  Bradford,  jr.,  attomy  General  of  the 
State,*  respecting  the  satoe  were  else  received. 

In  answer,  we  woqM  observe,  that,  as  the  case  of  James  O'Hara 
has  not  been  stated  particularly,  we  apprehend  the  question  to  be  a 
general  one,  to  wit.  Whether  a  Commissary  of  a  district  Hospital, 
who  resigned  his  appointment  after  the  10th  day  of  April,  1780,  or 
became  supernumerary  by  the  arrangement  of  the  Hospitals,  by 
Congress,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1780,  be  intitled  to  the 
depreciation  of  bis  pay,  umler  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  20th 
day  of  February,  1782? 

It  may  be  proper  to  premise,  that  the  first  establishment  of  the 
Hospital  of  the  American  Army  was  upon  the  27  th  July,  1775,  in 
which  there  is  no  mention  made  of  a  Oomminary  ;  but  a  OUrk  and 
two  Store-keepers  are  named,  and  therein  called  cfficers.  By  the 
next  arrangement,  vis.,  April  7th,  1777.  A  Gomminary  of  the 
Hospitals  in  each  district  it  established,  and  the  next  day  his  pay  is 
fixed  at  two  dollars  a  day,  and  his  rations  at  four  per  day.  By 
another  arrangement  made  on  the  80th  day  of  Septebmer,  1780, 
'  Comm\$$arie8  are  discontinued,  and  Stewards  and  Ward-matters 
are  therein  sited  "  officers/'  By  the  act  of  Congress,  dated  the  20th 
day  of  October,  1782,  the  Comptroller  is  directed  '*  to  adjust  the 
<<  accounts  of  all  the  officers  of  the  late  General  Hospital,  for  pay 
^and  subsistanoe,  up  to  the  time  the  arrangement  took  place  in 
**  September,  1780,  or  for  so  much  of  the  preceding  time,  as  they 
**  continued  in  service  ftc,"  ''  and  it  is  reeommended  to  the  Legisla- 
''  tures  of  the  several  States,  to  settle  and  discharge,  on  account  of 
<<  the  United  States,  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  such  officers  in  the 
'<  late  General  Hospital,  as  are  inhabitants  of  or  belonging  to  their 
^'  respective  States,  who  resigned  their  appointments  after  the  10th 
"  day  of  April,  1780,  or  became  supernumerary  by  the  new  arrange- 
<<  ment  in  September,  1780/'  By  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  13th 
day  of  April,  1782,  the  Comptroller  General  is  directed  to  settle 
the  depreciation  of  thepay  of  such  officers. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Acts  above  recited,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Unit^  States,  the  Comptroller  €^neral  of  this  State,  and  the  Attor- 
ney General  are  of  opinion,  that  a  Commissary  of  the  Hospital  is 
such  an  offioer,  as  is  intitled  to  the  depremtioD  of  his  pay.     We 
*  See  page  68. 


PmfNSTIiYAKIA  ABGeiTKS  1T8T;  Itl 

the  aabscriben  (Judges  Atlee  and  Rash  being  out  of  Town)  opon 
matare  consideration  of  the  justice  of  the  case,  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress and  the  purview  of  all  their  proceedings  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, concur  in  the  same  opinion. 

TH08.  McKEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN. 

Philadelphia,  Febr'y  16th,  1787. 
Direciedj 

I'o  The  Hcoorable  The  Viee-rvesidenI  and  the  Bupreme  Ezeoo- 
Uto  Council. 


Wariunts  90R  Lands  in  nbw  Purohasb  issued,  1787. 

Philad-,  Febr'y  19"  1787. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  during 
the  last  6  months  the  following  Warrants  were  issued  from  and  mo- 
nies pud  into  the  Beoeiver  Oenerars  ofi&oe,  for  Lands  in  the  new 
purchase,  vis* : 


1786— August, 

2  Warrants 

A- 

402      jei20  14  8 

Sept., 

8        do 

218          65  16  2 

Octr., 

M                it 

u              a    a   a 

Novr., 

n               it 

<(               a    €<   u 

Deer, 

1         do 

185          55  11  2 

1787— Jan'y, 

2         do 
SW** 

93          27  18  0 

898A-                  £269  18  7 

I  havo  the  honor  to  bo 

• 

jonr 

mo^t  ob'  Hble.  Servant, 

• 

FRA»  JOHNSTON. 

Hon'ble  Cha's 

Biddle,  Esq'. 

Sbc'T  01  COHQRESB  TO  PrIS.   OF  PENNSYLVANIA,   1787. 
(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secfetatv  of  Gcngreas, 

FeVy  21**,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  tmniinit  to  your  EzieeUency,  herewith 
inclosed,  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Ooogress  assembled,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  xespeet^ 
your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  k  most  Humble  Senrant, 

GHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  PeOBsyltania. 


in  PBNNBTLVAmA  JLBOHtTBS  1787. 

Sko'y  of  CoNaRBss  TO  Pbbs.  of  Pbnksylvania,  1T87. 

fCircnlar.) 

OffiM  of  Ghenteiy  of  Comgresd. 
Maroh  1*S  1787. 
Sir, 

Panuant  to  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Ezoel- 
lency,  herewith  eooloeed,  a  state  of  the  representation  in  Ceogreti 
for  the  Month  of  I>eo'|  Jan'y  &  VA*jp  to  be  oomnoBittted  to  tho 
Legislature. 

With  the  greatest  respeot| 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

jonr  ExeeUenoy's  most  obedient 
&  most  Humble  Servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Exoellencj  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sec'T  ArMSTROHQ  to  AhOBNET  OSKBftAL^  1787. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philad*,  March  !•*,  178G. 
Sir — Gonnml  reqaest  yonr  opinion  upon  the  following  question  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  Convenient : — 

If  the  Militia  was  called  in  the  year  1781,  and  if  an  appeal  was 
not  then  held  within  the  time  limitted  by  Law,  ean  an  appeal  be  held 
now  ?  if  not,  can  the  fines  be  levied  off  the  delinquents  J 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun., 
Sec^. 
Wm.  Bradford,  Esq',  Attorney  Qen».* 


Pbbs.  Sullivan  of  N.  H.,  to  Pbbsidbnt  Fbanklin,  1787. 

State  of  New  Hampshire, 

Durham,  3d  Maroh,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  ineloMng  a  Resolve  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
In  this  State  appointing  Delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  at  Phila- 
delphia the  second  day  of  May  next. 
And  am  with  muoh  eatsem 

Sir,  your  Ezeelientf/s  mosA   . 

obedient  and  very  bumble  Servant, 
IXrectfd,  JNO.  SULLIVAN. 

His  Bxoelleney^  The  Oovsnaor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Jno.  Sullivan. 

•  His  rei^ly  has  not  been  foimi. 
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DBPUTitas  OF  Nsvir  HAMPeaiaB  to  GonyhstxoNi  1737. 

State  of  New  Hampshurey 

In  tbe  Home  of  Bepreee!itati?e§,  Jm'f  17tfi>  17S7. 
Revived,  that  any  two  of  the  BelegaNfl  «f  tliii  Slate  to  tlie  Om- 
geen  of  the  1}aited  BtaJtm^  bemad  herelf  aff«  a|)po€tited  ft  Mrthofiied 
as  Depatiee  from  this  state,  to  meet  suoh  deputies  as  WAj  tie  ap- 
pointed and  anthorieed  bj  other  States'  in  the  Union,  to  atoembfe 
in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  on  the  seeotid  day  of  BUy  nezli  and 
to  join  with  them,  in  devisiqg  end  disonasilig  all  sneh  alterafiona  ft 
fbrther  provisions  as  to  render  thd  federal  C^nstitutioB  adequate  to 
the  Bzigenoies  of  thQ  Union  ft  in  teporting  suoh  an  net  t»  ^ 
United  States  m  .Congress,  as  when  agreed  to  by  theili,  and  daly 
eonfirmed  by  the  several  States^  will  eieetually  proride  for  the 
■ame ;  Bat  in  ca^e  of  the  ]}eath  of  tny  of  said  Depaties,  er  theit 
declining  their  appoiatments,  tiie  Ezecnti?e  is  hereby  antl^riaM  te 
supply  sneh  yaeaneiee,  and  the  President  it  requested  to  tvttsmlt 
forthwith  a  Copy  of  this  Resolve  to  the  United  SUtes  in  OongMi 
&  to  the  Kzeontive  of  eaob  of  the  Stetee  in  the  Union. 
Sent  uf  for  Cononrrenoe. 

JOHN  LAKGDON,  8pedfei<. 

In  Senate  the  same  day,  read  and  Concurred  with  this  amend- 
ment, that  the  said  Delegates  shall  proceed  to  join  the  (Joniietttion 
aforesaid  in  ease  Congress  shall  signify  to  them,  that  they  approve 
of  the  said  Convention  as  advantageous  to  the  Union  and  not  an  ia- 
firingen^ent  of  the  Powers  granted  to  Congress  by  tbe  Confederation. 

JNO.  SULLIVAN,  President. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  same  day  read  ft  oonenrrfid^ 

JOHN  LAlfODON>  Speakei^ 
A  true  Copy. 

Attest,  Joseph  FBARftoir,  8«'y. 


MSMOBIAL  OF  NOftTfimfBfi&IiANB  GO.-^BHCORDER  OF  DbeDS, 

1787. 

To  His  Ezedlency  the  president,  and  ^the  Supreme  Executive 

Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  recommendation  of  the  magistrates  ft  other  freeholders  of  the 
Oounty  of  Noj^hwaberlflAd, 
Baspeotfully  Sheweth, 

That  as  the  Inhabitants,  and  others,  who  are  invested  with  Titles 
for  lands,  in  the  said  oounty  of  Northumberland, — are  obliged  by 
law  to  have  their  rights  recorded,  and  as  many  persons  not  knowing, 
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nor  not  having  their  titles  properly  acknowledged|  nor  proven,  Till 
they  apply  to  the  Keeorder,  are  then  obliged  to  go  and  have  it  done^ 
altho'  often  inconvenient.  Therefore  as  we  Conoeive  it  woald  be 
more  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  people, 

Would  beg  leave  to  recommend,  that  the  recorder  of  said  County 
j»aj  be  fully  impovered  by  your  Hon'ble  Coundl,  for  the  purpose 
afforesftidy  he  being  a  person,  wherein  such  trust  and  ConiideBoe 
Gan  be  reposed. 


Wm.  Antes, 
John  Pfaulor, 
Jas.  Murray, 
And.  Straube, 
Joseph  Salmon, 
Xtoph  Bering, 
littijn.  Lyon, 
Bobt.  Lyon, 
Benjn.  Walker, 
William  Fbher, 
Bobt  Uartin, 
Daniel  Montgomery, 
Bobt.  Taggart, 
David  W<^ide, 
hidonedf 
'•    March  10, 1787. 


Daniel  Kelley, 
Wm.  Clark,  Bafalo. 
Tfaomss  Gaskins, 
James  M.  Lees, 
Bichard  Bobinson, 
Alex.  Ewing, 
Jno.  NehK>o, 
Bobt.  Beynolds, 
Aaron  Kimrod, 
John  Clark, 
Jaooes  Logon, 


Jacob  Dreesbaeh, 
John  Lytic, 
Wm.  Sims, 
Wm.  Montgomery, 
Wm.  Shaw, 
Wm.  Cook, 
Jno.  Kelly, 
John  Aurand, 
John  Heckart, 
Jas.  Potter, 
W.  Irwin, 


W.  Clark,  Shvmockin  Jacob  Follmer, 
creek.  Klias  Yungman, 

Henrich  Aurandt, 


ESTABLISHMKNX  OF  THE   "EvBNINQ   ChRONICLB,"   1787. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  reqiiest  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  honora- 
ble the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  I  have  lately  established  a 
Newspaper  in  this  City,  <<  The  Evening  Chronicle,"  which  I  hope 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Public.  The  patronage  of  the 
Council  by  an  Encouragement  equally  with  other  Papers,  will  more 
immediately  tend  to  give  it  a  general  Circulation. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  Hble,  Servt., 

BOBEBT  SMITH. 

Philadelphia,  12^*  March,  1787. 

The  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  V.  P.  &  Ex.  Council,  Ac ,  Ac. 


Salbs  05  Depreciation  Lands,  ITST. 

Philacl*,  Mar.  12»  1787. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  report  to  CoudciI,  tbat  pursaant  to  pnblie  notiee 
giyeiiy  I  proceeded  to  the  sale  of  the  residue  of  Leets  distriet  of  De- 
preciation Lands,  at  the  Old  Coffee  Hovseoo  the  7^  infl*.^  bot  to  my 
great  sarprise  and  mortification  the  27  Lots  which  were  sold  on  that 
day  averaffed  only  £5  8  4  ^100  Acres. 

The  Sales  I  then  postponed 'till  the  10<^  following^  when  bat  8 
Lots  were  sold  lit  tke  rate  of  258.  ^  100  Acres  only,  or  8'  1|p  Aerr. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  oanndt  help  thinking  that  until  the  operatiod  of 
the  present  low  Sales  olthe  Donation  Lands  shall  cease,  no  more 
puUie  Lands  so  remote  from  the  City  can  be  sold  at  Anetion  to  any 
advantage.  / 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  ob*  Servant, 

FBA-  JOHNSTON. 
Direetedj 

The  Hon^>«  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  in  Gonneil. 


CouHCfiL  TO  Gov,  Clintos,  op  N.  Y.— Pabtition  Link, 

1787. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  March  15th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency^  that  as  the  Season 
for  resuming  the  business  of  the  partition  line  between  this  State  and 
that  of  New  York  ii  now.  last  approaching  The  Commissioners  of 
this  State  have  it  in  instruction  to  cpmmunicate  with  the  Commis- 
aipners  of  yours,  upon  the  measures  which  must  necessarily  be  Con- 
certed previously  to  their  setting  off,  and  that  for  this  purpose  will 
attend  at  New  York  on  the  25th  day  of  this  Month. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  Servant.* 
His  Excellency  Oeorffe  Clinton,  Esquire,  Piresident  State  of  New 
New  York.  ^ 


Fea's  Hopkinsoit,  J.  A.,  to  Council,  1787. 

Gentlemen ; 

I  have  the  Honour  to  enclose  a  certified  Account  of  Fees  received 
in  mj  Office  in  the  Quarter  ending  the  18th  Instant,  and  to  request, 

♦  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  180.    ^ 
6* 


«8  Qsaal,  yoQi  Ih^ft  on  thf  Treamty  for  £50  Advance  on  Aooonnt 
of  Salary. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  all  doe  Respecti 

Gentlemen^  Yoar  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 
PEA'S  BOtKlNSON.* 
PWladH.,  March  16*,  1787.. 


Aecount  of  Fees  reoeived  by  the  Honeumb^  Francltf  HepMnim^ 
&s(f,  Judge  of  the  Oourt  of  AdativaltJ  ef  PeAn^yWaiiii,  fh>«  th# 
tbirt^nth  Pay  of  Deeemberi  1786,  ^  tbe  foun^e»th  of  Mareh^ 
1787,  '  . 

Costs. 
1786. 
Pcoember  16.— Sila»Talbotl  yn.  Brigs  Achilles,  Patty  & 

Hibemia £15     8 

Writs  of  Survey. 

"    18 'Brig  Antora,Bdward  Rfoe,  Master,  froni 

Cape  Francoia»« 1  10 

1787. 

'    January  2. Sloop  Active,  Jghn  Wilson, — suffered  by 

Ice  outward  bo* 1  10 

ti      6 ^Brig  Devonshire,  Wingate  Newman,  from 

Liverpool 1  10 

'^    13— —-Ship  Ann,  James  Ramage — Londonderry      1  10 

"        Sloop  Fanny,  Charles  B.  Pinley— Fred- 

ericksburgh : 1  10 

rt  '3g- — ^Merchandize   consigned  to"! 

Henry     Hirsoh,    landed  \  from  Am- 
from  Ship  Hannah,  An-  [  sterdam. 
drew  Davis,  Mast'.  J  110 

Costs. 
"    25— Robert  Reed,  et  al.  vs.  Sloop  Ep^eavour.      8 
Writa  of  Survey, 

February  1- ^Brig  Favorite,  George  LyoD--^Malaga....     1  10 

"    10 Ship  Liberty,  William  Frear»— Cork  & 

St.  Dbes 1  10 

"    16 Brig  Betsey,  Joseph  Yandse,  for  Repairs     110 

Costs. 
March    18 Francis  A.  Bichette  vs.  Francis  Garroau      1 

£37  18 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  186. 


t  icf  htkhy  Certify  tlMt  ^6  ftlMnr«  li  #  trae  ft  Mflrfal  iMobtft  «r 
AH  FeM  i^c6We4  W  tiM  fionoanriiie  tll^  JiatdfQ  of  tbe  AdteiMiliy 
afofeimmed  betireetf  the  flifrtmitb  darr  <)f  Ihtembet  \mi  past,  mmI 
tki^Bay.    iPb9li(telpbii^,  ttftf^h  14»^,  1787. 

',    <JAM£S  &SAP,  Begt  Qf  B«  Govt, 

His  Excellencj  The  President  and  Sononrable  Sapreme  Exccn- 
ii?e  Council, 


Ho«t  ABTmra  St.  Claik  to  CouKcnLy  1787. 

K«ir  Tefky  M«aBli  iMh,  1787. 
Bir, 

Having  &een  a  tesolntfon  of  Cofoncil  teqnirfng  all  dfBeers  Whd 
bavo  public  monies  in  tbeir  hands  forthwith  to  pay  up  thefr  rc8p<io- 
tive  Batlaneefi ;  and  in  case  of  ftiilnre  that  they  be  displaoed,  and 
the  Comptfoler  proceed  against  them  for  the  reootery  of  them.  I 
find  myself  unfortunately  in  a  situation  to  be  included  in  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  may  be  considered  as  delinquent;  &  consequently  ex- 
posed to  the  operation  ef  that  Resolutioii ;  a  to-morrow  is  the  utmosi 
ririod  to  which  the  Comptroller  has  consented  to  extend  afiy  Delay* 
would  entreat  Council  to  consider  that  I  a«i  not  exactly  in  tbe 
same  situation  with  other  QOmn  ediioarAad  in  the  collection  of  the 
publw  Bef ent|0 ;  with  those  the  monies  come  directly  into  their 
hands  without  any  Bisque ;  with  me  they  do  not  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  Business  of  the'  v^ndod  office  has  been  conducted, 
which  I  did  not-iDtrfdu^e^  and  have  not  been  able  to  remedy.  I 
am  obliged  to  give  credit,  not  only  for  the  State  Dutfes;  but  for  the 
value  f>{  the  property  disposed  of,  and  to  make  advances  of  my  own 
Monies  to  the  proprietors,  and  collect  it  again  sometimes  with  great 
loss,  always  at  a  risque,  and  at  a  veir  heavy  Expenee.  That  the 
Season  of  my  being  at  present  so  mr  behind  is  the  large  ont^ 
standing  Debts,  which,  with  all  the  Industry  that  conH  be  used,  1 
have  not  been  able  to  get  in.  I'hat.  however,  I  do  expeet  that  on 
the  Day  a  considerable  part  of  the  Ballance  will  be  paid  off.  That 
the  remedy  the  State  has  a^inst  me  is  a  summary  one,  whereM 
against  my  Debtors,  when  obliged  io  bring  suits.  I  must  wait  all 
the  Delays  that  legal  forms  allow,  if  they  please  to  avail  themselves 
of  them ;  and  in  the  present  situation  of  Things,  there  are  few 
that  will  not  aVail  themselves  of  them,  which  does  not  put  me  upon 
an  equal  footing.  That  the  consequence  of  a  suit  will  probably  be 
ruin  to  me  and  my  family,  which  I  flatter  myself,  indeed  I  am  con^ 
fident,  it  would  give  pain  to  Council  to  bring  upon  any  Man  where 
there  waa  no  Orime.    I  beg  Council  farther  to  conaidar  that  so  far 
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from  h%wi  a  faiorfttif e  •fio^^  iha  oity  Y«n<liM:hiM  «0T^/fiMe  }t  hM 
bwQ  in  o^  han^,  maintaii^  my  Familji  ^iid  thai  for  Boma  lime 
pmit  ife  aoliiany  has  nol  paid  the  ezpeooeA.  X.  peiaaada  aiyadf  it 
was  their  Intention  to  confer  a  lavour  when  they  appcjnt^  ne  to 
the  office,  and  I  have  ever  cherished  the  most  grateful  sentiments ; 
bat  at  this  moment  tk  rigorous  ezaotion  of  the  Ballanoe  I  owe,  would 
convert  it  into  the  moat  cruel  Injury  involving,  with  the  Kmb  of 
Creditj  the  Destrnction  of  a  large  Family,  the  principal  part  of 
whose  provision  has  been  swept  away  by'  the  ezpenoes  that  attended 
the  station  I  held  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Revolution,  and  the 
depreciation  of  the  money.  I  entreat  Council  farther  to  consider 
that  the  State  runs  no  risque  of  finally  losing  the  Debt,  because  they 
have  am|>1e  sQpurity  for  a  maob  larger  Sum;  Mni  should  any 
Doubt  be  entertained  on  that  Head,  I  will  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
the  OomptroUer  poUic.Msnrities  to  a  much  greater  amount.  It  is 
peculiarly  unfortunate  that  at  this  time  I  am  confined  to  this  Gi^| 
if  I  could  be  only  a  few  Days  at  Philad'a,  I  hayo.  reason  to  believe 
I  could  accomplish  the  payment,  at  least  do  something  towards  it 
from  my  own  Funds,  which  I  certainly  would  tho'  at  a  great  loss. 
There  is,  however,  a  probability  that  I  shall  go  there — in  the  mean 
time. some  farther  indulgence  in  point  of  time  would  ]>e  of  infinite 
Service^  and  I  have  to  request  Council  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
give  Directions  to  the  Comptroler^  accordingly  which  will  be  most 
gratefully  acknowledged  by. 
Sir,  your  most 

obdt.  Hamble  8ervt.| 

AR.  ST.  OLAIR.* 


Rbsolutions  of  Cokorbss,  1787. 

In  Congress,  Mareh  21st,  1787. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  cannot  of 
right  pass  any  act  or  acts  for  interpreting,  ezplainine  or  construing 
a  national  treaty  or  any  part  or  clause  of  it ;  nor  ror  restraining, 
limiting  or  in  any  manner  impeding,  retarding  or  counteracting  the 
operation  and  ezecotion  of  the  same,  for  that  on  being  constitutionally 
made,Tatified  and  published,  they  become  in  virtue  of  the  confedera- 
tion part  of  the  law  of  the  land  and  not  only  independent  of  the 
will  and  power  of  such  Legislatures,  but  also  binding  and  obligatory 
on  them. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  acts  or  part  of  acts  as  may  be  now  exist- 
ing in  any  of  the  States  repugnant  to  the  Treatiy  of  peace  ought  to 
be  forthwith  repealed ;  as  well  to  prevent  their  continuing  to  operate 
as  Violations  of  that  Treaty  as  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  necessity, 

*  Col.  Reo.  Xy.,  p.  188,  IH  197.  P.  Wikoff  appointed  in  his  nloce. 
Gen'l  St  Clair  having  «  been  advancdd  to  a  high  station  by  the  U.  8.^ 
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there  n^lit  oth^i^ae  be  of  rabiog.  aii4  dieenwing  qaegtiQoa  toajih- 
iDg  their  yaliditj  and  obKgatiod. 

Resolvedi  Tbat  it  be  reoommeDdod  to  the  several  States  to  make 
mch  repeal,  rather  by  deecribing  than  reciting  the  said  acta,  and  for 
that  parpose  to  pass  an  act  deolaring  in  general  terms  that  all  audi 
aota  and  part  of  aete  repagnaiit  to  the  Treaty  of  peace  between  tlie 
United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  any  artiole  thereof|  shall 
be  and  thereby  are  repealed ;  and  that  th^  Codrts  of  law  and  equity 
in  all  canaes  or  questions  cognizable  by  them  respectively  and 
uJaing  from  or  tonohiog  4he  said  treaty,  shall  decide  and  adjudge 
according  to  the  trne  intent  and  meaning  of  the  samCi  any  thing 
in  the  said  aota  or  parte  of  acta  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding.  .  ^ 

Indanddf  ^ 

1787,  March  21at  Reaoletioa  of  Gongnesa  reoomaienditig  the 
repeal  of  all  Legislative  Acta  repngnaiit  to  the  IVeaiy  of  Peace. 


RBSOLUMONS  of  OONOEBiSS,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

March,  28, 1787. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  ^reduo- 
tiona  neoBssaiy  to  be  made  in  the  civil  list  department. 

Whereas  the  present  deranged  condition  of  the  national  revenaeS| 
and  the  numerous  demands  on  the  federal  treasury,  are  not  only  con- 
siderations of  the  most  serious  weight  and  importance,  but  justly 
operate  aa  powerful  motives  in  favor  of  every  oeoonomical  reform, 
which  can  with  safety  be  adopted  in  the  public  expenditures^ 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  to  be  allotted  to  the  support  of  the 
household  of  the  president  of  Congress,  including  the  salaries  of  the 
steward  and  private  secretary,  house  rent  and  all  other  ezpenoes, 
shall  not  exceed  a  sum  at  the  rate  of  eight  thousand  dollars 
annually. 

Resolved,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following  officers  be  reduced, 
and  that  from  and  after  the  present  quarter. 

The  annual  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  be  at  the  rate  of 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  each  of  the  commissioners  of  the  board  of  treasury,  at 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

That  of  the  seeretary  of  the  board  of  treasury,  at  the  rate  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Thai  of  the  tiesliiurer,  at  the  rate  tf^twelre  bondred  and  fifty 
dollan.  .    Ys'i,  . 


130  PENNSYLVANIA  iR(JHIVEB  1787; 

'  That  of  the  oomptrolleir  of  the  treasury^  at  tBe  rate  ti  fifteen 
hoDdred  doUara. 

That  of  the  auditor,  at  the  rate  of  ^ight  handred  dollars. 

That  of  the  deputy  Becretaty  of  CoDgresS|  at  the  rate  of  eigbf 
hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  deputy  secretary  of  foreign  fSsitB^  at  the  rate  of 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  steward  of  the  president's  household^  at  tlie  rate  of 
three  hundred  dollars. 

That  of  the  private  secretary  of  president,  at  tne  rate  of  three 
hundred  dollars 

And  that  of  the  geographer  at  the  rate  of  flfteen  hundred  dollanr 
for  such  time  as  he  may  be  actually  employed  in  the  public  serrioe. 

Resolved,  That  the  seryioes  and  duties  of  the  paymastcf  general 
be,  and  heMh^  an  united  irilh  tiioae  of  tha  komtAAotm  of  army  ao- 
couttts,  and  that  the  said  exmxBoammtt^  after  die  expiration  of  Ihn 
present  quarter,  be  allowed  in  full  for  his  services,  as  commissioner 
and  paymaster  general  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  annually. 

Resolved,  That  tn  no  ease  alter  the  expiration  of  the  present 
quarter,  there  be  allowed  to  any  person  employed  as  an  assistant  or 
clerk  in  any  of  the  departmenta  under  CoQg^sSi  a  salary  exceeding 
the  rate  of  four  hnndred  and  fifty  dollars  annually ;  and  that  no 
door-keeper  or  messenger,  except  those  of  Congress^  be  allowed 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually. 

Resolved.  That  from  and  after  the  present  quarter  there  be 
annually  allowed  to  each  of  the  commissioneria  of  the  continental 
loan  office,  in  full  for  all  services  and  duties  which  are  or  may  be 
annexed  to  their  respective  offices,  and  also  in  full  fbr  office  rent, 
clerks  and  every  other  charge  except  that  of  stationaryi  at  the  rate 
of  the  following  sums  : 

For  New-Hampshire  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 

Maasachusetts  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 

Rhode-Island  six  hundred  dollars, 

Connecticut  one  thousand  dollars, 

New-Tork  one  thousand  dollars, 

New- Jersey  seven  hundred  dollars, 

Pennsylvania  fift.en  hundred  dollars, 

Delaware  six  hundred  dollars, 

Maryland  one  thousand  dollars, 

Virginia  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 

North-Carolina  one  thousand  dollars, 

South-Carolina  eight  hundred  dollarS| 

Georgia  six  hundred  dollars. 

Provided  that  in  those  caies  where,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  board 
of  treasury,  the  public  interest  may  require  the  employment^ 
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or  more  clerks  iir  atiy  of  tbe  loan  oftces  at  the  pnblb  t:tpence,  tim 
said  board  be  and  hereby  are  authorised  to  oontinae  in  employ  sach 
derk  or  elierks,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  three  m:onths  a^^r  the 
expiration  of  the  present  qnarter. 

CHA.  THOMPSON. 

Sec'y* 


S,  Ballibts  Obsbrvatioks  ok  thb  Lbhiqh  Bitxb,  1787.        v^ 

ObpBtvatioDS  OB  the  Lehigh  Rivary  The  adVantefes  whieh  woflM 
resnlt  to  the  City  of  Philada.,  the  Counties  of  NofibmmberlaBdi 
Lueme,  Nostbavpi  Aa,  fron  the  NaTigitieii  tliereof)  *  Roads  to 
the  Snsmahanoab. 
Sir, 

The  River  Lehigh  dischaigea  iirolf  iate  the  Delawase  at  Easletii 
&  is  by  Nature  Navigable  for  Boats  of  spiiardB.  «£  Twelve  Tun's 
Borden  in  Halfe  Freshes  some  diatanoe  above  Northampton  Town 
about  Twenty  odd  mHes  from  Saston,  and  Rafts  of  about  Nine  hun- 
dered  ^t  of  JUDmber  eotme  down  from  the  Saw  mills  Near  the 
Broad  mountain,  between  Forty  &  Fifty  miles  from  the  IMawai^ 
along  the  course  of  the  River.  I  supose  the  distance  from  the  Dela- 
ware to  the  mouth  of  the  Quakake  along  the  Course  of  the  Lehigh  to 
be  about  Sixty  miles.  This  is  at  the  edge  of  the  Great  pine  Swamp 
where  the  State  High  way  laid  out  from  the  Gap  of  the  mountain  to 
Wyoming  Crosses  this  River,  about  Eighty  four  miles  from  the  city. 
Twenty-five  from  Wyoming  &  about  Twenty  from  the  Nesoopeck  falls 
of  the  Sttsqnehanah,  Where  a  good  Head  majr  be  tvade  with  very 
small  expenoe  Considering  the  great  advantage  of  Bringing  the  Pro* 
dnee  from  the  Heads  of  the  East  &  Weat  Branches  of  the  Susque- 
hanah  to  fhia  Gitj  with  Twenty  miles  Land  Carriage  only.  *  A  sum 
of  about  Two  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  would  be  sufficient 
to  Olear  A»  Lehigh  of  every  ofaalnolieBi  aa  as  la  make  tie  Nw^igar 
tim  safe  Ids  Boate  k  Bafta  near  Two  Thirds  of  the  Sencv.  The 
ana  of  money  Now  Jippropfiated  towards  making  the  Boad 
to  Wyoming,  would  make  a  goad  Wa|^os  Ro^d  to  the  0*p  of 
Quakake  Hill  &  a  Slay  Road  from  theiioe  to  Wyoming.  I  suppose 
That  Two  Hundred  or  Two  Hundred  &  Fifty  pounds  would  make  a 
very  Good  Bead  fpom  the  Quakake  Hill  to  Nescopeck  falls,  which 
woqU  be  tbe  Caring  Place  for  Both  Branches  of  the  Susquehacah. 
If  the  Navigation  of  Lehigh  &  the  Roads  to  the  Susquehai&ah  Mt^ 
thus  Improved  I  should  be  Waf ranted  to  say  thaS  tbe  Frodece  eren 
from  the  west  Branch  of  the  Susquehanah  might  be  Bro't  to  Philad. 
25  ^ct.  Cheaper  than  by  any  other  route.  Consequently  the  Far- 
mers would  find  it  their  advantage  to  bring  Their  Produce  to  this 
City  in  preference  to  Baltimore  or  any  other  market  whatsoever,  & 
keep  19P  that  intercourse  between  the  Farmers  of  Pennsylvania  &  the 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Tol.  XV.,  P-  1»2. 


183  PSJfNSYJiVANIA  ARODIVfiS  1787/ 

mfrchaikta  of  Pbilada.  whiob  is  so  esentiftl  To  a  Trading  'Opanti^ 
like  oar's.  Mach  might  be  said  on  the  advantages  of  Farming  with 
Oxen  instead  of  Horses,  wbioh  Change  onlj  can  be  efieoted  bj  Im- 
proved Inland  Navigation.  If  the  Stato  would  lay  out  a  sum  of 
Three  or  Four  Tbousaod, Pounds  ^  anm.  which  would  be  a  Tax  of 
about  a  Shilling  on  each  Taxable  Inhabitant,  in  a  few  years  the 
Delaware,  Lehigh  &  Schuylkill  Rivers  &  the  Road  to  the  westward 
might  be  Improved  in  such  a*  manner  That  the  produce  from  the 
most  Remotest  parts  of  the  State  (Particularly  that,  Imf^ovin^  part 
Between  the  East  &  West  Branches  of  the  Susqnehanah)  might  be 
brought  to  this  market  with  the  greatest  ease  and  much  leoa  tzpaiiee 
than  the  present  mode. 

I  have  made  the  above  observation  from  my  own  Knowledge  & 
Experience  of  the  Facts  stated  &  should  not  hesitate  one  moment  to 
enter  into  Contract  to  Clear  the  River  Lehigh  &  make  the  Road 
before  mentioDied  for  the  Estimated  soma. 
I  have  the  Honor  to''  be, 

your  SxoelleDoVs 
most  obedt  Hble.  Servt. ' 

BTBPHBN  BALLIEt.^ 
Direeiedj 

His  Excellency,  Benjn.  Franklin  Ecqr.  ; 
Indorsed f 

March  1787- 


Sbct.  Of  CoiieRBSs  TO  pRBS.  Franelin,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Mofoh  8l8t^  1787. 
Sir, 

I  hate  the  honor  of  traDsmitting  to  yoor  Ezeellenoy  herewith  en* 
elosed  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  passed  the 
28d,  for  redneing  the  public  expenditure,  and  a  state  of  the  repve* 
sentationf  for  the  present  month,  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's,  moat  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servant, 

GHA  THOMSON. 
IHrec9edy 
His  Exoelleney  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  pp.  188, 135,  and  Col.  Rec,  XV.  p.,  195. 
f  6  States  were  represented  on  8  days, 
7     ci  t«  2  ** 

$     «<  «<  3  <f 

9     «  «  0  << 

Pennsylvania  was  represented    every  day,  Messrs    St  Clair,   Irwine, 
Mere^th  ajid  Bingham  were  the  repreeentatiTes. 
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Timothy  Pickerinq  to  Gbn.  Muhlkkbero,  178T. — Road 
TO  Wyoming. 

Phfladelphia,  April  5, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Assemblj  bayiog  granted  £150  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a 
road  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  Creek  to  the  Lehigh  (a  distance 
of  about  three  &  twenty  miles,)  two  persona  will  undertake  to  per- 
form the  work,  if  that  sum  can  be  appropriated  to  that  use.  Thej 
proposed  setting  an  additional  sum  bj  subscription,  to  be  called  for 
if  the  pubTie  grant  proved  inadequate.  But  this  seemed  h  beginniuff 
at  the  wrong  end ;  and  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  I 
proposed  the  following  plan  of  proceednro  via. 

.  That  application  should  be  made  to  Council  to  appoint  Evan 
Owen  a  ^commissioner  to  explore,  survey,  &  mark  the  best  route  for 
the  road — ^and  that  Jaoob  Weiss  should  contract  to  open  it,  so  as  to 
render  it  fit  for  the  passing  of  Waggons  carrying  a  ton  weight. 

This  proposal  I  made  on  this  principle — That  persons  deeply 
interested  in  having  the  shortest  and  best  road  cut,  would  be  the 
fittest  to  be  empbyed  to  execute  the  work. 

Mr.  Ovren  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  (I  find  on  enqairy)  a  man  in 
whom  the  public  may  repose  great  confidence.  .  He  owns  a  tract  of 
land  oppoeite  the  mouth  of  Nesoopeck,  which  he  has  laid  out  into 
Iota  for  a  town,  and  bus  no  intermediate  interest.  He,  therefore 
pursuing  his  own  interest  will  seek  the  shortest  &  best  route ;  and 
18  so  solicitous  to  have  the  work  done,  tha^  he  has  consented  to 
undertake  the  trust ;  and  as  the  public  grant  will  probably  be  in- 
sufficient for  opening  a  good  road,  he  will  perform  the  duty  of  Com- 
misnaner  k  Suf^eyor,  gratii  ;  the  public  only  furnishing,  out  of  the 
£150  granted,  provisions  and  paying  the  hands  ntcessary  to  be 
employed  as  chain  carriers  and  markers,  this  service  of  his  to  come 
in  place  of  the  sum  he  would  otherwise  iuhtcrihe  to  the  work. 

Mr.  Weiss  has  an  interest  near  the  hither  end  of  the  propoeed 
road,  and  is  equally  anxious  to  have  it  opened.  He  will  contraot  to 
4o  i^  for  the  remainder  of  the  j£150,  troi^tii^  to  obtais  bj  f ub- 
Bcriptions  what  ^all  bp  requisite  to  <!OBipleta  the  road,  if  that 
remainder  should  be  insufficient. 

Mr  Owen  will  ea^lore  k  Survey  the  road,  &  return  a  plan  of  it  to 
Council,  by  the  last  of  this  month ;  and  if  the  Council  approve  of  it, 
Mr.  Weiss  will  open  it  without  delay ;  and  he  thinks  he  can  com- 
plete it  by  midsummer ;  provided  hd  oan  begin  to  work  early  in  May 
and  is  furnished  with  a  purt  ni  the'  money  to  lay  in  pforaions  ftet 

I  oonfees  that  I  cannot  ooneeiv»  of  a  more  eligibe  mode  of  ese« 
enting  tfaie  business )  and  I  hope  it  may  be  agreeable  to  OowmmI 
Tis  an  objeet  of  great  impovtonce.  At  present  tbd  only  way  in  wftaeh 
any  neeeeeary  goode  ean  be  tttmaportea  to  the  eoonlTf  of  Lnaetfue,  is 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  IgV.,  p.  IM.^-Also  peges  182,  186  of  this. 
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hj  laad  from.PhiladeIphia  to  Middletown  98  miles,  or  to  Harrisbniff 
upwards  of  a  hundred  miles ;  and  then  by  boats  tip  the  Susquehanan 
about  120  miles  to  Wyoming.  This  di^uitous  route  is  so  ezpensiTO 
as  to  forbid  the  attempt  to  bring  any  produce  form  Wyoming  to 
this  city. 

I  trust  this  matter  will  appear  to  you  deservioff  of  the  immediate 
attention  of  Council ;  and  that  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  the 
ease  and  oertainty  with  which,  in  the  the  way  above  proposed,  ii 
may  be  executed,  will  be  motives  sufficient  to  induce  Council  to 
adopt  it  if  it  he  possible  to  ftirnish  the  mon^f  and  I  hope  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  may  warrant  an  extraordinary  exertion. 

I  feel  the  greater  solicitude  on  this  subject,  because  I  fear  a  direct 
foad  to  Wyoming,  Tfor  which  the  Assembly  granted  £300)  cannot 
soon  be  opened.  The  sum  being  double  wnat  is  granted  for  the 
other  road,  cannot  so  conveniently  be  spared ;  and  perhaps  it  will 
be  proper  to  have  another  examination  of  the  country  before  thd 
route  is  fixed.  When  last  at  Wyoming  I  had  good  information  that 
a  road  miffht  be  opened  from  thence  to  this  city,  without  ascending 
or  descending  a  single  mountain;  and  that  the  part  of  it  which 
would  cross  the  Oreat  Swamp  woujid  be  easly  made  good ;  and  yet 
that  the  distance  would  not  probably  exceed  110  or  115  miles. 

I  wished  to  have  conversed  with  you  on  this  business,  &  called 
this  evening  at  your  house ;  but  you  weie  not  at  home.  If  I  could 
learn  the  opinion  of  Council  upon  it,  before  I  set  off  for  Wyoming, 
it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  &  therefore  I  pray  you  to  mtroduoe 
it  to^mOrrow  morning. 

I  am  respectfully  sir, 

yoor  moet  obedt.  ServU 

T.  MCKERINO. 

General  Muhlenberg. 


V         BnftA0f-4j]rrt]B8  Ad'w  Bhuxsmt  to  V.  P.,  Biddu-^ 

NOBTfiSBN  BoiTKDAltY,  1787. 

Baltimore,  April,  6th  1787. 
iSir, 

.  I  have  amUgod  my  s^Sem  in*  this  sti^,  and  intend  setfiig  09/L 
tat  Philadelphia  on  the  laak  of  this  month  to  asnist  in  mfJdng  anefc 
pnpacationa  as  may^  be  thought  aaoeaaary  io  oompleat  the  Bortbern 
iMMwdary  this  eneuing  stamm^r^  In  the  tpean  time  it  mi^  be  Kdvi- 
aeaMe  tot  Mr.  WiUiana  Ara^tiong^  tie  procure  the  ^ek-Horiee  tlMt 
nay  ba  «adiiDgy.aiid  mike  the  fitaer  j^repaiaiiow  for  e^^iure^yiog  ^mr 

*  See  O0L  Eee-t  XV.»  p.  190. 
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kal  B8MW»  I  am  indiieed  to  plaM  midi  OMifideiiee  in  Urn  lhii*-~-» 
Thft  fieiiMa  OU^ft  Mio  sttoad  ob  behalf  of  llMir  aalMB,  will  exptol 
too  lOad'GhHiBi  I  renember  sMakmg  to  yoa  •»  tUi  ■aUtot  Itil 
fclL**** 

liiaSir 

Ydiir  HVl  Sefy'tj 

AND'W  ELLICOTT.* 
Directed^ 
To  HoD'bte  OhirleB  BtddU,  Eiqr.,  Pbihid6lp4ia 

FaTOured  by    \ 
Mr.  S.  Preston,  j 


Timothy  Pickering  to  Gbi?.  Muhlbnbbeo,  1787. 

PhiladelpLia,  April  7, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Sioee  I  saw  yon  this  afternoon,  T  bave  oonsnlted  with  Col'o  Deni- 
Bon  on  the  aabject  of  a  road  to  Wyoming,  and  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  open  one  nntil  the  country 
is  farther  explored.  We  have  such  information  as  to  indaoe  ns  to 
believe  that  a  road  may  be  cat  from  the  Water  (}ap  of  Lehigh  to 
WilkesbarrCi  without  ascending  or  descending  a  single  mountain ; 
there,  being  very  pn^otioable  gap$  ixLall  the  ttoumtaioa  whieb  inter- 
vene ;  and  the  taking  the  advantage  of  those  gaps,  it  appears  to  us, 
witt  Boi  matfefiaUy  tooretot  Che  kogth  of  th«  umd }  or  whatever 
that  increase  mav  be,  the  greater  facility  of  making  &  travell- 
ing the  roi^d,  will  more  than  counterbalance  the  greater  length. 
On  Mr.  BalHotsf  route  several  fead  mouiitalnA  a^mear;   ie  he 

ries  them  by  many  defmn,  ot  zigs&g  directfens)  aAd  the  iMfrktt 
enofa  places  a  Merable  waggoA  read;  WiH  &&6td^  A  gMM 
expense;  and  ^an  expense  which  Will  iieter  have  afleftd)  tor 
ftueh  steep  roads  are  generallv  fn  bad  condition,  betonAe  every  gfeeat 
rain  will  destroy  what  mttch  Itibour  has  effected ;  and  however  itott 
to^ifed,  still  the  toil  bf  horses  ft  cattle  in  ptostog  them  ii  Mveto 
and  perpetual.  Whereas  ti  road  thro' a  ewamp  cft  morass,  wheA 
eoce  wfil  made,  win  last  an  age,  and  is  jpaseed  wMi  loaded  toatn^ 
with  perfect  ease.  But  what  is  called  the  Qreat  Swamp  is  generally 
hard  ground;  and  all  the  miry  parts  on  the  present  route,  (being 
what  is  ealled  Sullivan's  road,)  which  is  by  no  means  darned  an 
eligible  one  would  not  together  exceed  two  miles.  This  is  the  opin- 
ion of  a  man  who  has  panied  it  a  hundred  times.     Can  it  admit  of  a 

♦  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  190. 
t  See  pages  181,  183. 
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4|«6at(oii  wbich  is  most  ex|Mdi€«it  to  male  a  two  or  four  mib  nmi 
OTer  a  moantaiD,  &  be  8«bjeefe  to  toil  mp  ft  clown  it  foramt^^ot  in 
tiie  fifBt  insUnee  to  make  a  oause^waj  two  milee  long?  We  therefore 
hope  that  no  nore  mooeiy  nay  be  e^pendiad  0b  the  road  mad»d  by 
Mr.  Balliot,  until  on  a  farther  examination,  it  shall  appear  that  none 
T)etter  ean  be  found.  When  we  are  at  Wyoming,  we  will  endeavour 
to  get  farther  information,'  and  if  possible,  to  engage  proper  persona 
to  explore  a  new  route.  On  my  return  from  thence,  I  will  give  yoa 
whatever  information  we  shall  obtain. 

Our  solicitude  on  this  subject  arises  from  our  sense  of  the  impof- 
tanoe  of  choosing  the  bett  route;  beeaose  when  onee  choeen  ft  much 
money  shall  have  been  expended  upon  it,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  alter 
it :  a  permanent  improvement  of  such  consequence,  it  would  seem, 
should  not  be  begun  without  a  thorough  examination. 

In  the  mean  t}me,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  regret,  if  so  fair  an  op- 
portunity, as  that  suggested  in  my  former  letter  of  making  the  road 
to  Nesoopeck^  could  not  be  embraced. 
I  am  dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Directed^ 

General  Muhlenberg.* 


Petition  to  OouNoiL^BBooRDmo  Dxbm^  1787. 

•  To  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  PenniE^lTaaia. 
Gentlemen, 

A  Desire  of  communicating  to  your  Hononj  SQch  Information,  m 
we  conceive  wpuld  be  of  Utility  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  ft 
County;  MMluoesua  to  inform  your  Honors,  that  we  are  convinced  ijk 
would  be  n  great  Convenience  to  them  if  they  could  have  their  Deod^ 
Mortgagea  ftc.,  acknowledged  in  the  Recorders  Office  where  they 
iniiat.  necessarily  be  lodged  before  they  are  recorded ;  This  howoTer 
salutary,  cannot  be  done,  untill  the  Recorder  Mathew  Irwin,  ^Bleq-.f 
is  vested  with  Powers  from  your  Honors :  and  as  his  Condnot  in 
Office  baa  given  the  greatest  Satisfaction  to  the  Citizens  at  large, 

*  He  resigned  as  Commisaionor  of  Cliums  in  Luseme  Co.,  May  17. — Bee 
Col.  Rcc.,  XV.,  p.  214. 
t  See  CoL  Keo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  192. 


We  take  the  Liberty  of  requestiDg  your  Honors  to  gnnfc  him  • 
Gommlinon  of  the  Pleas. 

We  are  (OentleiDen) 

most  Respectfally  your 

Honor's  nost  Ob't  fi'ble  Serr'ts, 

Wm.  Tumbnll,  Patk.  Moore; 

David  MoCallongh,  Robert  Oray, 

Blair  MoCenaohaO;  Charles  Rbk; 

Robt.  Paisley,  RoVt  Bridges^ 

Joseph  Carson,  Jno.  Mifflin, 

John  Donlap,  Jos.  Mifflin. 
John  Taylor, 

April  7th,  1787. 


John  ABMSTBONa,  Jb.,  to  Fbbs.  Fbakklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

Toar  Bxoelleney  &  Conneil  will  be  pleased  to  aooept  my  most 
respectful  aeknowledgments  for  the  indalgenoe  granted  me  by  their 
Vote  of  this  Morning.  As  pecnntary  considerations  hsTe  at  no 
time  entered  into  my  motives  to  public  action,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
inform  the  board  that  should  I  go  to  Congress  I  shall*  feel  mysetf 
obliged  to  apply  the  Sallery  given  me  as  Secretary,  agreeably  to  its 
original  intention,  &  of  course  to  employ  such  additional  Assistant 
as  will  prevent  any  neglect  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  of  that 
appoin  tmen  t . 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect, 
Your  most  obedient 

ft  Ysry  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.* 

10th  April,  1787.    Philadelphia. 
His  Excellency,  the  President. 

*  He  WM  appointed  member  of  OongreMK^and  CoancSl  granted  him  tfa« 
privUafe  of  attending  to  it,  Ap.  10.    CoL  fieo.,  YoL  XY.^  p.  196. 
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Land  Offiobrs  to  Council.    YiRaxiiU  TxisitSS,  1787* 

Philftda^  Apri}  13tb,  1787. 

We  beg  lenre  to  tepreeettl  to  jo«r  iMoorable  Board  tbat  a  oertoin 
Samuel  RvMIe  and  John  Hil]^  both  of  EViUowfield  Township,  in  the 
Goontj  of  Washington,  did  on  the  10th  Instant,  prodnoe  to  ua  b j 
way  of  ioformation,  two  Patents  for  Lands  Ijring  in  the  County 
aforesaid^  in  this  Stato,  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
as  follows^  Viz.,  one  Patont  to  Vineent  Calvin  for  634  Acres  in  (he 
County  of  Ohio,  (formerly  Yohogania)  dated  4th  Deoember,  1786, 
for  which  he  paia  to  the  said  Commonwealth  the  Snm  of  Three 
pounds  5s.  Storlg.,  with  the  fees  of  Office — signed  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph &  indorsed  '^  Examined  &  Becorded,^^  &  countersigned  by 
John  Haryie,  Register  Land  Office. 

One  other  Patent  to  Vinson  Colvin  for  209}  Acres  situate  as 
above,  consideration  One  pound  168.  Sterling,  with  fees  of  Office, 
dated  March  8th,  1785,  Signed  Patrick  Henry,  and  indorsed  and 
countersigned  a«  above. 

As  it  appears  to  ua^  highly  improper  that  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  should  grant  Lands  acknowledgedly  within  the  Limita  of 
tbia  Gk»vemm«at  to  our  own  GitiiBeos,  taore  especially  when  we  reflect 
that  this  State  and  the  eaid.  Gominpawealth  by  their  Commissionen 
ccspeckively  afjpointod  for  the  purpose,  had  mutually  concluded  and 
agned.an  agreement^  wbieh  was  afterwiurds  coAfinned  by  Acta  of 
theLeg^elatuMeof  both  States,  in  which  agireement  are  the  foUowipg 
lemarkaUe  wards^  <'0n  eondition  that  the  private  property  and 
-<<  righta  of  all  persona  aoqairad  under,  founded  on,  or  reoogoi^  by 
^^  the  Lawaof  either  Gowntry,  previous  to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved 
"  &  confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  fall  witluA 
'<  the  other,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes  theteoUi  preference 
'^  shall  be  given  to  the  older  or  prior  Right,  which  ever  of  the  said 
''  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons 
*^  paying^  within  whose  boundary  their  Lands  shall  be  included,  the 
«  same  purchase  or  ContideiatieB'  Money  which  would  have  been 
<^  due  from  them  to  the  State,  under  which  they  claimed  the  right, 
^'  &  where  any  such  purobaee  or  oonsideration  money  hath  since  the 
<'  Declaration  of  American  Independence  been  received  by  either  State 
'^  for  Lands,  which  according  to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall 
M  fall  within  the  Tersitory  of  tbeother,  the  same  shall  bereeipiecally 
'<  refunded  &  repaid."  And  it  appearing  to  ua  extremely  ii^ 
rious  to  the  Revenues  of  this  Commonwealth  as  well  as  a  peculiar 
hardship  to  many  of  her  Citizens  that  the  Consideration  money  for 
these  Lands  should  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  another  SUto  in- 
stead of  our  own,  in  duect  violation  of  the  foregoing  agreement,  we 
have   therefore  considered  it  our  duty  to  lay  this  short  detail  of 


pvnaiMe^  w  la.  tkeir  wkdptti  shall  B6em  metl. 
We  have  ihe  Honor  to  be, 
Yottr  MMl  obecMeni 

ft  "raiy  Huttble  Sanrmts, 

JNO.  LOKBUS, 
OAYIEI  KSNNEDY, 
FRAS.  JOHNSTON.    : 

II  has  ^reqneaUy  happened  ^1  111  disposed  persons  ba^e  aiade 
clsmonn  to  the  OoTemment  of  Virginia,  alledgiiig  that  Pensy'a  weM 
de?eatlng  from  the  Oompaet,  it  has  npoii  Enqnirj  pra?ed  etet  other- 
wise ;  that  it  is  now  known  lo  this  OoTctnaent  lliat  Oonlrary  to 
Compact,  people  eten  East  of  the  Territory,  latelj  oeded  to  Penmu 
by  Vir.,  Patents  bare  been  granted  by  Vir.^  that  when  these  THIet 
oemes  tobe  dbpnted,  the  Gtaianants  under  these  Tltlss  will  probabhr 
Biake  OompUint  %o  Vii. ;  this  Intimation  to  Yir.  will  prevent  vaeasK 
nesB  in  that  Qovemment.  In  some  of  those  Deeds  the  Land  is  said 
(oa  tiie  <iee  of  the  Deed)  to  be  hi  Ohio  Oonnty  (foimerly  Toogha.) 
whleh  proves  that  Virga.  has  been  hnposed  on ;  for  those  lands  are 
not  in  that  part  of  Yooghna^ny  Oonnty,  which  was  afterwards 
annexed  to  Ohio  Oonnty  in  Yirga.,  bnt  in  that  part  of  Toogha  Oy. 
which  is  in  Penna.,  Washington  Oonnty.  By  this  eondoet  Penna. 
looses  Ihe  officers  fbe,  which  is  part  of  the  Revenue  of  Ihe  State,  nor 
is  Virga.  bonnd  to  pay  to  Penna.  any  Monies  Kecei?ed  as  p«ieha«B 
Money,  after  the  Compaet  was  Oomfirmed  by  Law. 
Indarsedf  Notes  on  the  Land  Officers  report.* 


John  Nicholson,  Com'r,  to  Prbsl  Feankiin,  1787. — 
Mup  Island. 
Sir, 

I  bqg  leave  to  Report  that  agreeable  to  the  direotions  o(  the 
Honorable  The  Connoil,  I  have  agreed  that  the  land  at  Billings' 

STt  shall  be  held  and  enjqyed  by  Anthony  Dougherty  and  Thoma^ 
ewit,  jointly  on  a  lease  fbr  seyen  years,  and  they  are  to  haye  the 
nse  of  buildings  and  rails  that  are  now  there ;  they  on  their  parts 
agree  to  pay  the  Taxes  aocming  within  that  period  and  to  pay  for 
this  year  the  sum  of  two  pounds  five  shilling,  and  for  the  next  six 
years  the  annnal  rent  of  four  pound  ten.  At  the  end  of  their  lease 
to  leave  1000  Oedar  rails  on  the  place  more  than  are  now  there,  to 
take  care  of  the  Military  Stores  and  public  buildings  that  are  there, 
that  the  same  be  preserved  and  to  deliver  it  up  at  any  time  tiiis 
OcmmoBWflaLkh  m^y  desin%  it^  tbej  receiving  saoh  DOQB4>en«ition 

*  The  abave  paragraph  appears  io  tie  Ae  remarhs  of  some  {ndlTidnal  on 
the  preeediiig  letter,  there  Is  no  signaibare  to  lt»  and  is  wrltlea  on -a  separate 
sheet,  and  in  a  different  hand. 
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b»  (heir  l«Mi  ftbei^byy  u  Aipm  jadkidas  and  indiSweil  mm  may 
agree  to  allow  them,  aiid  each  of  tbem  to  give  gitod  aeeoffity  for  tbo 
performance  of  their  coYeDants. 

There  have  also  been  propoeab  laade  to  ae  b j  anndry  personal 
who  wish  to  take  Miid  Islandi  but  not  being  empowered  to  make 
any  agreement  therefor  ,1  think  it  my  doty  to  state  them. 

•/oAa  Jone&  propoeea  food  aecnritv  to  keep  the  banks  np,  he  to 
receive  £76^  at  present  to  repair  them  and  to  enjoy  the  profits 
thereof,  afterwards  for  seven,  eight  or  ten  years,  and  to  take  care  of 
the  property  of  the  state  there  intrasted  to  him,  and  Uy  deliver  it  up 
at  the  end  of  his  lease  in  good  order. 

.  John  Rioker,  who  is  recommended  as  an  honest  indastrions  man, 
by  those  in  whose  employ  he  hath  been,  proposes  to  take  it  far  five 
years,  he  tp  enjoy  all  the  profits  thereof,  and  to  receive  £80  for  the 
present  year,  and  £10  every  year  afterwards,  to  deliver  it  up  at  the 
expiration  of  s'  term  in  good  order;  and  Wm.  ^lijah  Weed  will 
becoiae  his  security  so  far  that  the  £30  now  to  be  paid  him  shall  aU 
be  applied  to  Repairing  the  banks }  and 

Lewis  Bue  also  warmly  recommended,  proposes  to  take  it  for  five 
or  sovea  years,  and  to  pay  100  dollars  annoal  rent  for  the  sarnie,  ft 
,to  deliver  it  up  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  with  the  banks  in  good 
.repair,  to  take  care  of  the  piAlio  stores  there  committed  to  his  care. 
Bo  to  receive  £100  the  present  year  to  repur  the  banks  to  be  paid 
him  as  the  same  may  be  wanted  tbereforp  to  be  accountable  that 
the  whole  shall  be  applied  to  repair  sd.  Banks  this  year;  and  if 
they  should  not  oost  so  much,  to  return  the  overplus.  To  be 
allowed  the  common  use  of  the  wharf  on  State  Island  to  the  Road 
for  going  and  returning  to  Mud  Island,  and  to  give  good  freehold 
security,  (John  Taylor,  via. :)  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
part  of  The  Covenant. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect,  your 

Exoelly's  Obdt.  Scrvt., 

Ap'l  14th,  1787.  JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

Directed, 

His  Bzoellenoy,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pres.  in  Council. 


EXTBACX— And'W  ELMOaXT  TO  V.  p.  BiDDW,  1787. 

Baltimore^  AprU  16tb,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

^This  day  two  weeks  I  shall  set  out  for  Philadelphia  to  attend  on 
the  northern  boundary,  and  do  think  it  highly  necessary  that  every 
thing  should  be  done  by  the  commissary  that  we  msy  be  enabled  to 

*  Sec  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  198. 


PENKSYLYANIA  ABGHIVES  1787.  HI 

Bet  oot  for  Middle  Town  by  the  7th  daj  of  Mar  next.  I  haye 
promired  Horaea  for  mjaelf,  in  oonaeqnenoe  of  whieh  I  have  been 
under  the  neeaeaaatj  of  drawing  apon  Mr.  Rittenhouse  for  the  anm 
of  aiztj  ponods,  which  I  desire  jon  would  inatnict  him  to  pay ;.  the 
draught  ia  at  sixteen  days  sight,  and  therefore  not  payable  Hill 
after  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon  in  Philadelphia. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  HU.  Servt., 

ANDW.  ELLIOOTT.* 

Hon.  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Bebolutioks  of  Congress,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

April  2l8t,  1787. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
report  a  pUn  for  selling,  for  public  securities,  the  townships  surveyed 
in  the  western  territory, 

Resolvad,  That  after  the  secretary  at  war  shall  have  drawn  for 
the  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  already  surveyed,  which  were 
assigned  to  the  late  army,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  20th  May, 
1785,  the  remainder  shall  be  advertised  for  sale  in  one  of  the  news^ 
papers  at  least  of  each  of  the  states,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five 
months  from  this  day,  the  sale  of  the  land  shall  commence  in  the 
place  where  Congress  shall  sit,  and  continue  from  day  to  day  until 
the  same  shall  be  disposed  of;  provided  that  none  of  the  lands  shall 
be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  per  acre,  and  that  the  sale 
shall  be  made  sgrceably  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  ordinance 
aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  one-third  of  the  purchase-money  shall  be  imme- 
diately paid  in  any  of  the  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  said  states,  and  that  the  remaining  two-thirds 
shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  in  three  months  after  the  date  of  the 
sale,  on  which  payment  (a  certificate  thereof  being  p  reviously  fur- 
nished by  the  treasurer  to  the  board  of  treasury)  titles  to  the  lands 
shall  be  given  to  the  purchasers  by  the  board  of  treasury,  agreeably 
to  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  said  ordinance ;  provided  that  if  the 
seeond  payment  shall  not  be  made  in  three  months,  as  aforesaid,  the 
first  payment  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  shall  again  be  exposed 
to  sale. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  take  the  necessary  measures 
for  oarrying  the  aforesaid  resolutions  into  effect,  and  also  for  exhibit- 
ins  the  snrveys  of  the  lands. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Seor'y. 
*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  202. 
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Bbsolution  of  Congress,  1787. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  OoDgreas  assembledy 

April  2l8t,  1787. 

On  the  report  of  a  oommittee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the 
board  of  treasarj  on  certain  proposals  for  ooining  copper, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  thej  are  hereby 
authorised  to  contract  for  three  handred  tons  of  copper  coin,  of  the 
federal  standard,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  James  Jaryia ; 
provided  that  the  premium  to  be  allowed  to  the  United  States  on  the 
amount  of  copper  coin  contracted  for,  be  not  less  than  fifteen  per 
cent,  that  it  be  coined  at  the  ezpence  of  the«oontractor,  but  under 
the  inspection  of  an  offioer  appointed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States. 

That  the  obligations  to  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  oopper 
coin  to  be  delivered  under  such  contract,  be  redeemable  within 
twenty  years  aftor  the  date  thereof,  that  they  bear  an  interest  not 
ezoeeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  the  principal  and 
interest  accruing  thereon  be  payable  within  the  United  States.  That 
the  whole  of  the  aforesaid  loan  shall  be  sacredly  appropriated  and 
appKed  to  the  reduction  of  the  domestic  debt,  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  premium  thereon  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  foreign  debt. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Secr'y. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1787. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Ajwil  23-,  1787- 
Rosolved — That  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  letters  and 
packets  free  of  postage,  be  extended  to  the  Members  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  bo  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next, 
in  the  same  manner  as  is  allowed  to  the  Members  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  Report,  that  According  toTThe  Terms  of  The  Lease 
of  Mud  Island  to  Lewis  Rue,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  are 
to  be  Advanced  for  putting  the  same  in  good  repair  at  present,  and 
as  several  charges  respecting  the  same  have  been  already  incurred 
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hj  arid  Roe;  and  the  fnrtlier  proseeutioB  of  the  e*  work  m  to  be  inme* 
dimteij  gone  into  by  him,  I  pnj  that  the  enni  of  fifty  poimde  in  part 
of  and  aam  may  be  adTanoed  to  Lewie  Roe  aforeedd^  on  that  account. 
I  have  the  hpnor  to  be, 

with  High  respect,  Sir, 

year  Excelly's  Obed,  eerrant, 

JN«  NICHOLSON.* 
Compt.  Oen»  Office,  April  25, 1787. 
His  ExceU'y  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President. 


Seo't  of  Oonorbss  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Circular. 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

April  26**,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  sundry  resolutions  passed  since  my  last  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled ;  One  empowering  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury to  contract  for  the  coining  a  certain  quantity  of  Copper,  a 
second  for  the  sale  of  the  Lands  already  Saryeyed  in  the  Western 
Territory,  and  a  third  extending  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving 
Letters  and  packets  free  of  postagef  to  the  members  of  the  Convention 
to  be  held  at|  Philadelphia  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Ezcellenc/s  meet  obedient 
and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Sbinneb  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Shippensburg,  2d  May,  1787. 
To  his  Excellency  the  governor  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  May  it  Please  your  Honours,  to  take  the 
following  Lines  under  your  Consideration,  and  write  an  answer  by 
Mr.  Jno.  Steinmets  who  will  take  Care  and  send  it  to  me.  There 
was  part  of  the  Road  Leading  from  Shippensburg  to  Clark's  Gap, 

*  See  page  142. 
f  See  page  142.  X  See  page  117. 
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was  Intended  to  be  altered  and  made  shorter  &  Better  ground  for 
the  State  Boad,  &  il  was  not  marked  oat  bj  Uie  OommieaionerB 
when  on  the  ground|  and  now  the  Townships  of  Somthamptoni 
Largan  &  Lcttereanj,  lying  Between  mj  Boad  &  Shippensburg, 
Kefuses  to  Out  and  clear  the  fioad  through  There  Townships,  wi£- 
out  your  Direction  for  that  purpose.  I  pray  that  your  Honors  would 
be  Pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Matthew  Henderson,  Surveyor  of  Cum- 
berland County  k  lives  in  Shippensburg  to  assist  me  in  marking  the 
Lines  Through  the  Three  Townships,  tintill  it  meets  my  Boad  on 
this  side  of  the  mountain  for  which  your  Honors  will  please  to  give 
the  supervisors  of  said  Three  Townships  a  strick  Charge  to  have  the 
State  Boad  oppened  Through  their  Townships  the  way  that  the 
Surveyor  will  mark,  as  soon  as  Possible,  as  it  virill  be  a  loss  to  the 
Public  should  it  not  be  opened.  I  am  going  on  with  the  Boad  as 
fast  as  possible,  and  has  it  half  Done,  but  I  am  affraid  I  must  stop 
for  want  of  Money,  Except  your  Honors  will  agree  with  Daniel 
Duncan  of  Shippensburg  to  Supply  me  with  Cash  untill  I  can  get 
Dun,  which  will  be  about  the  last  of  August  if  not  hindered  for 
want  of  money,  Indeed  I  should  never  been  able  to  gon  on  as  I  have 
Dan  had  it  not  been  fdr  Mr.  Daniel  Duncan  that  supplied  me  with  Cash 
for  the  first  order  and  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  it  lost  and  as 
I  am  Informed  has  never  been  able  to  get  the  money  untill  this 
Day,  &  all  the  Letter^  that  he  has  Becd.  Bespeoting  it  agrees  that 
it  will  be  paid  in  paper  money,  that  was  not  the  kind  of  money  I 
Beod.  from  Mr.  Duncan  for  the  order,  Neither  is  it  the  kind  I  was 
to  Beceive  from  Council,  for  the  Bargin  was  for  Specie,  know  other 
sort  will  ever  make  a  Boad  over  these  Mountains,  and  all  that  I  am 
to  Beceive  is  too  little  for  such  work.  I  Beg  that  I  may  not  be 
stoped.  for  want  of  money — Your  Honors  will  Please  to  appoint 
proper  Persons  to  view  the  Boad  that  I  have  made  and  they  will  see 
that  I  have  made  the  Boad  more  than  half  and  agreeable  to  my  Con« 
tract  with  your  Honors,  I  would  be  glad  how  soon  the  viewers  was 
sent  to  the  ground  for  the  work  is  half  Dun,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
to  say  that  it  is  a  very  good  Boad  much  Better  than  Ever  was  Ex- 
pected for  that  small  Quantity  of  money  I  am  to  do  it  for. 
I  am  with  great  Bespect  your  Honors, 

Obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  SKINNEB. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Philadelphia. 

To  the  Care  of  Mr.  John  Stimmitie  Mercht. 
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PfliNBAS  Bond  appointed  British  Ookbul,  1787. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  3  May  1787. 

Whereas^  Phineas  Bond-  Eaqoire  has  presented  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  a  Commission  in  due  form,  bearing 
Date  the  5th  April,  1786  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  oonstitnting 
and  appointing  him  the  Coosal  of  his  Majesty  in  the  Staftea  of  New 
York,  New  tJersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland,  and 
although  no  Commercial  Treaty  or  Convention  subsists  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  whereby  either  have  a  perfect  Bight 
to  establish  Consuls  or  Commissaries  in  the  Dominions  of  the  other, 
yet  as  the  United  States  are  disposed,  by  every  proper  mark  of  Lib- 
erality and  attention,  to  promote  a  good  Correspondence  between 
the  two  Countries,  and  particularly  as  amicable  negooiations  are  now 
depending  between  them,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Phineas  Bond  Esquire,  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  recdved  and  recognized  as  the  Consul  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
throughout  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsj^lvania, 
Delaware  and  Maryland,  and  that  his  Commission  be  registered  in 
the  Secretary's  office. 

Besolved,  That  all  the  Privileges,  Pre-eminences  and  authority, 
which  the  Laws  of  nations  and  of  the  Land,  give  to  a  Consul  received 
by  the  United  States,  from  any  Nation  with  whom  they  have  no 
commercial  Treaty  or  Convention,  are  due  to,  and  shall  be  enjoyed 
by  the  said  Phineas  Bond  as  Consul  for  the  five  States  above 
mentioned,  and  that  certified  Copies  of  these  Resolutions  be  trana- 
mitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  said  five  States  for  their  Infor- 
mation. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy  * 


Sbcrktart  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  4th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honors  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  passed  3d 
May,  recognizing  Phineas  Bond  Esq.,  as  Consul  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  for  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Maryland.         With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  servt 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON.f 

Hb  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  215.    f  ^^^' 
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Ordinance  Foa  SEXiLiNa  thb  AocouNxa  bbtwbbn  thb 
United  States  and  Individual  States,  1787, 

By  the  United  State8*in  €oDgreB8  assembled. 

May  7, 1787. 
An  Ordinanoe  for  settling  the  locoanta  between  the  United  States, 
and  IndiTidnal  States. 

Be  it  drdained  bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembledj  that 
five  commissioners  be  appointed  by  the  board  of  treasury^  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  go  to  the  several  states  in  the  districts  hereafter 
mentioned,  for  which  they  may  be  respectively  appointed;  for  the 
purpose  of  stating  the  accounts  of  the  states  within  those  districts, 
against  the  United  States. 

That  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts^  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  Del- 
aware and  Maryland,  form  one  district.  That  the  states  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  form  one  district.  And  that  the  states  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  form  one  district. 

That  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  respectively 
to  receive  of  the  states  for  which  they  are  appointed,  all  their  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  payments  made  on  account  of  bounties,  pay 
and  depreciation  of  pay,  to  the  late  army  of  the  United  States :  and 
for  advances  to  the  militia,  called  out  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  actually  in  their  service,  and  to  give  descriptive 
acknowledgements  thereof  to  the  states  from  which  they  may  be  re- 
reoeived,  which  accounts  and  vouchers  shall  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  examine  and  pass  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouohers;  and  to  state  such  aa 
may  not  fall  under  the  above  description,  together  with  such  remarka 
as  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  these  claims. 

That  it  shall  further  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commisuoners,  to  re- 
ceive in  like  manner,  the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  monies  paid,  and 
supplies  furnished  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  made  previoualj 
to  Oct.  1781,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  office  of  the  comptrol- 
ler of  the  treasury. 

That  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  receive 
and  examine  all  the  claims  of  the  states  to  which  they  are  appointed, 
against  the  United  States  for  advances  or  disbursements  by  them 
made  for  the  use  of  the  late  commissary,  quarter  master,  cloathing 
marine  and  hospital  departments,  or  under  any  other  description 
whatsoever,  to  pass  upon  all  such  as  are  authorised  by  the  resolves 
of  Congress,  and  supported  by  proper  vouohers,  so  far  as  it  respects 
the  evidence  offered  in  support  of  the  said  clainui,  and  to  state  &uch 
as  are  not  thus  warranted  or  supported,  together  with  such  remarks 
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ts  may  ezpkin  tJie  naitaro  of  theie  aooorutSy  and  tlie  TeasoDB  o&ttd 
§at  the  defioioooj  of  voaohen. 

And  be  it  forther  ordaiiiad  by  tbe  authority  i^orendd,  that  on  all 
the  aeeonnts  aforesaid  interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  late  at  m 
per  eent  per  anmuiiy  agreeably  to  the  resolyes  of  OoBgrets. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  wel£ure  of  the  oonMersoy,  that 
the  aeoonnts  of  the  several  states  should  be  speedily  adjosted :  that  this 
adjostment  should  be  effected  on  nniform  fvineiples,  and  that  pro- 
vittcm  should  be  made  for  allowing  snoh  ad?aDoes  or  disbnrsenMEta 
as  fliay  have  been  mado  by  the  rsspective  states  for  the  nse  of  the 
vnion,  although  the  same  be  not  sanotioned  1^  ^  resolves  of  Oon* 
gross,  or  supported  by  regular  vonchers. 

Be  it  therefare  ordainoi^  That  the  several  staAsa  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  liouted  to  the  spaoe  of  six  montha  for  eihibttmg  to  the  ]»»> 
per  oommiasioDer,  their,  claims  agsinst  the  United  fitates,  of  what- 
ever nature  tbe  same  may  be ;  and  that  such  8tateaaa  may  neglect  to 
exhibit  the  same  within  that  period  of  time,  after  the  oommisaioner 
has  notified  to  the  supreme  executive  thereof,  that  he  is  ready  to  pn> 
eeed  on  tbe  bossiness  of  his  eommismon,  sball  be  piedudiBd  frcoi 
any  futore  allowanoe ;  but  shall  nevertheless  stand  chargeid>le  with 
all  advances  of  money  or  other  articles  which  may  have  been  made 
to  them  respectively  by  the  United  States,  and  with  whatever  balance 
may  be  yet  due  on  the.  several  quotas  of  the  geneiral  requisitions. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  commissioners  of  districti, 
shall  within  twelve  months  after  they  enter  im  the  duties  of  their  seve- 
ral appointments,  repair  to  the  place,  where  the  United  States  iu  Con- 
gress may  hold  their  sessions,  with  such  accounts  and  vouchers  as 
they  may  have  in  possession,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  on  which  their  commission  shsll  terminate. 

Be  it  fnrther  ordained,  That  a  board,  consisting  of  three  commis- 
sioners be  appointed  by  the  United  States  iu  Congress  Assembled, 
whose  daty  it  shall  be  to  feceiye.  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  trea- 
snry,  and  from  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts  and  claims  of  the 
several  states  deposited  in  the  several  offices,  and  to  examine  such 
of  the  said  aQoounti^,  as.ehall  have  been  passed  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  .several  distnots,  in  order  that  tiie  same  may  be  finally  adjusted 
on  uniform  and  equitable  principles,  having  reference  to  the  settle- 
ment ef  accdunts  heretofore  made  by  the  commissioaers  of  the 
different  states :  Provided  that  such  revision  of  the  accounts  above- 
mentioned,  shall  not  in  any  wise  affect  the  validity  of  the  vouchers 
admitt^  by  the  eommisstooers  of  the  respective  districts. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  wherever  it  shall  appear  to  the 
said  board  of  commissioners,  that  advances  or  diabnxnements,  pay- 
ments or  supplies,  of  the  description  aforesaid,  have  been  made  by 
any  of  the  stotes,  sobsequemt  to  the  18th  of  April,  1775,  for  artieles 
or  services  for  the  use  of  the  United. States,  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners he,  and  they  are  bereby  vested  with  full  power  aiHl  authonty 
to  make  such  allowance  for  the  same  Bfi  they  shall  think  oonsbtent 
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IrUh  the  principles  of  flenenl  eqvifcj,  ftlthongh  rach  edtanoes  or 
disbursements  may  not  be  sanctioned  bj  the  resoWes  of  OongresSy  ot 
supported  bj  regular  vouchers,  so  as  to  enable  the  said  oommission- 
ersto  make  a  final  adjustment  of  all  the  accounts  subsisting  between 
the  United  States  and  the  several  members  thereof,  agreeably  to 
sueh  craota  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  determine. 

Ana  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  determination  of  a  majority 
of  the  aforesaid  board  of*  commissioners  on  the  claims  submitted  to 
them  shall  be  final  and  eonclurive,  and  that  their  commission  shall 
eontiBue  in  force  for  one  year  and  an  half  from  the  time  of  ^eiff 
entering  on  the  doties  of  their  office,  unless  sooner,  levoked  by 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  wdained,  That  the  pay  of  theoommissioneni  of 
districts,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum ;  and  that  of  their  clerks  at  the  rate  not  eseeeding  frar 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  par  annum,  each. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  Hiat  every  person  employed,  or  to  be 
employed  in  pursuance  of  this  ordinance  shall  previous  to  entering 
on  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  faithfully  and 
impartially  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed, certificates  of  which  shall  be  deposited  with  the  secretary  of 
Congress. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  erdinanee  of  the  18th  of 
October,  1786,  entitled,  ^  An  ordinance  for  establishing  a  board  to 
liquidate  and  settle  all  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  indi- 
vidaal  states,''  be,  and  it  is  hereby  repealed. 

Done,  &a 
CHAS.  THOMSON,  Beo'y. 


John  Anstby  to  Seo'y  of  Council,  1787. 

Mrs.  Strickland's  Lodgmgs,  Walnut  Street, 
Philad*,  May  8^,  1787. 
Sir, 

In  y*  regular  pnrsuit  of  y«  Business  with  which  I  am  charged  in 
this*  Country,  I  took  y*  liberty  of  applying  to  Gen.  Armstrong,  as 
secretary  of  y*  Council,  for  a  Copy  of  a  Uooument  whioh  I  hafe 
understood  can  only  be  furnished  from  his  Office— being  *^  Ye  Hu 
of  Ae  ncann  of  all  periont  who  have  been  proclamaied  ^  order  of 
Council  foft  their  adkerenee  to  Cheat  Britain  during  ye  hie  War  J* 

The  Genera],  to  whom  I  have  y*  honor  of  being  known,  imme- 
diately previous  to  his  Departure  for  New- York,  directed  me  to 
make  application  to  you  for  y«  Document  in  Question,  informing  me 
at  the  same  time  that  such  a  Document  had  lately  been  prepared  in 
hia  offioe  for  another  purpose^  and  that  you  would  readily  furnish 
me  with  a  Copy  of  it.  I  aeoordingly  waited  upon  you  at  y*  stale 
hoase  k  took  the  liberty  of  making  myself  known  to  yen. 
•  See  Vol.  X.,  pp.  79,  260. 
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• 

Ton  aie  pnMHj  no%  niittoqiiAiiiied  wMi  the  approved  ttljaol.of 
mj  appointment  in  this  Oountry,  and  will  readily  eoneerre  y  aid 
raeh  an  )offieial  paper  will  administer  to  me  in  the  inTeetifprtion  of 
tmlli  to  7*  adyanoement  of  eqnal  Jostiee  * 

Upon  mj  first  arrival  in  ^is  State,  I  applied  to  y*  PreeMent^  who 
assared  me  I  woold  «ieet  with  no  diffieulty  in  the  Oonrse  of  aneli 
inqniriesy  and  directed  me  to  make  applloation,  as  of  Ootme;  to 
G^nl  Armstrong,  as  See'ryef  y*  Ooonoil,  who  weald  suggest  y* 
propriety  of  a  formal  application  to  y  Oooncil  if  ii  strwk  him  a$  a 
neoenary  Utp.  The  General  not,  having  hinted  the  neeesrity  of  snch 
an  application  from  me,  bat  having  directed  me  to  yon,  I  use  the 
freedom  of  this  letter  accordingly,  and  am  in  hopes  that  your  leisore 
will  admit  an  early  opportunity  of  favouring  me  with  y*  Poenment 
in  Qoeetion — and  that  yoa  will  veadily  exeose  y  tronble  I  give  yon 
upon  this  occasion. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  jooiost 

obed*,  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ANSTET. 

To  y  under  Seo'ry  of  y  Council. 

Indorsed, — Mr.  Anstey  to  befumiahed  with  the  certificate  requested. 

C.  B. 


David  Rbdick  to  Hon.  Jonathan  Hoas,  1787. 

Washington,  14th  May,  1787. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  got  home  safe  and  found  my  family  well.  I  am  perfectly  restored 
to  health. 

The  Indians  have  begun  their  depredations ;  about  ten  days  ago 
they  killed  a  Family  at  the  Mouth  of  Fish  Greek,  which  heads  in 
this  County  and  falls  into  the  Ohio  about  12  miles  below  the  State 
line.  Last  Tuesday  a  Mr.  Bobt.  Purday  and  his  finmily  was  killed 
about  20  miles  from  this  place,  in  Ohio  County,  Virg*.  Mr.  Purda/s 
wife  is  still  liveing,  and  it  is  hoped  will  recover  of  the  Tomhawk  ft 
Scalping  knife.  The  Indians,  contrary  to  their  former  way  of 
waring,  attackeds  3  houses  in  the  night  without  Firearms.  The  Dis- 
cretionary Order  to  the  County  Lt.  which  I  pray'd  Council  to  grant 
last  winter,  is  now  much  wanted.  It  is  a  verry  hard  Case  to  see  our 
Neibours  driven  from  their  homes,  and  because  they  happen  to  be 
on  the  other  side  of  the  State  line  we  cannot  afibrd  them  any  Relief; 
nor  can  we  properly  say  we  are  invaded  untill  the  enemy  attacks, 
and  kills  too,  on  this  side  the  line.  Hiis  unhappy  Situation  puts 
me  in  Hind  of  an  old  law  of  the  Provence  of  PenDsylvanis,  which 
prohibited  any  person  from  shooting  at  an  Indian  until  the  lodian 
should  first  shoot  at  him.    I  am  sure  it  would  be  better  for  us  to 

7* 
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figbt  ike  Eaenij  in  Virginui  tlian  in  our  own  Stela,  and  lukM  they 
ftra  met  and  oheoked  there,  they  will  eoon  be  upon  us. 

I  cannot  think  that  any  ttnbeooming  uae  would  be  made  of  the 
Older  I  mention,  and  I  wonld  willingly  hope  that  Council  will  now 
think  it  pmdent  to  forward  such  an  oider  to  the  lieu'  of  these  threo 
Weetem  Counties— -through  you,  Sir,  it  will  egme  before  tho  OounoU. 
I  would  have  wrote  to  the  President  &  Council  on  tho  Subjeet,  bat 
that  the  Bearer  is  on  Tip  toe,  and  time  would  be  Neoessaiy  to  taka 
a  Coppy  &  digest  the  Subject  to  fit  it  for  them. 

I  wish  to  hear  from^  the  Vice  PresS  how  he  is;  please  to  present 
him  my  best  wishes.    ' 

I  ami  Hon'  Sirj  yours,  &a, 

DAVID  BEDIOK. 

We  are  without  Arms  ft  Ammunition;  perhaps  Council  oouM 
procure  us  some  from  the  Continental  Store  at  Pitt. 

The  high  Sheriff  of  Ohio  County  came  to  town  this  Morning,  and 
tells  me  that  the  people  of  that  County  is  in  the  Utmost  Conster- 
nation ;  that  they  are  without  Arms  or  Ammunition,  and  that  if 
the  Savages  should  continue  their  depredations  they  must,  without 
some  relief  from  us,  be  ruined.  I  believe  we  Could  muster  amongst 
ourselves  nearly  Firearms  enough,  but  have  no  stores  else,  nor  is 
there  any  powder  to  be  got  on  purchase  on  this  side  the  mountains 
as  far  as  I  can  learn. 

D.  R. 
Directed, 

Hon^'  Jonathan  Hoge^  Esqr. 


Memorial  of  Timothy  Matlack,  1787. 

Goal  of  the  city  &  county  of  Philadelphia, 

May  21,  1787.  • 
Sir, 

However  unwilling  to  encroach  on  the  time  or  attention  of  your 
Excellency,  I  feel  the  necessity  of  enclosing  to  you  a  Copy  of  one 
of  four  executions  of  one  form,  under  which  my  body  was  on  the  first 
of  the  present  month,  seized  by  the  Sheriff  of  this  county,  and  at  the 
suit  of  the  state,  hold  in  custody  to  this  time.  Where  a  precedent 
has  been  found  for  these  writs  I  am  yet  to  learn ;  but  am  inclined 
to  think  it  is  not  contained  in  the  law  records  of  a  thousand  years. 
They  are,  however,  pretended  to  be  founded  on  a  judicial  decision 
of  the  honorable  executive  body  in  which  your  Excellency  presides, 
which,  if  made  at  all,  has  been  made  in  my  absence,  and  without 
notice  of  any  kind  to  me  or  to  any  person  whatsoever  on  my  behalf. 
It  is  therefore  of  hi^h  importance  to  me,  at  least,  if  not  to  my  fellow- 
citizens,  to  know  with  the  utmost  precision  what  have  been  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  case  before   that  board,  that  I  may  judgo  what 


\y9krmnm  tokeyartiied  ky  me  id  order  to  tJbinnjwtlM 
thereio.  Without  oonnezioos  of  Mkj  kind  with  «ien  in  pewei^  willi- 
oat  any  settled  interest  with  eitker  of  the  partiis  into  whish  the 
people  of  ike  stKte  are  «K?idedy  and  withoat  nonej,  I  oan  plsM 
enough  peroeive  the  diffionltj  and  dan^  to  a  private  cHixew,  whiek 
mnst  attend  a  contest  with  the  mighty  powers  said  to  be  oomatttted 
by  law  to  the  GomptroUer-Oeneta),  vendered  still  mora  for«idable 
iriien  his  dsdsions  have  been  '*  appfoyisd^'  by  the  whek  exeewtiTe 
anthotity  of  the  state^  and  yet  move  aibandantly  io  whesi  this  aatko- 
rity  is  known  to  have  been  eoBeroiBed^  and  the  approbaden  saU  to  bis 
giTen  at  a  time  when  a  man  of  your  BKoellenoy's  mesi  eminently 
lUstingnished  patriotism  prefioded'  in  the  Supreme  BxeontiYe  Gooneil ; 
yet  I  eannot,  witkeat  every  possible  enquiry  after  tke  means  of 
«  redress,  bring  myself  nleotly  to  submit  to  what  I  feel  to  be  injnstiee, 
however  seemingly  autkorised  by  any  expressions  eentainad  in  ^e 
laws  of  the  eommoawealth|  e^>eeialJy  where  they  diroetly  eeiitfadiet 
and  tend  to  violate  the  rights  recently  and  8<denaly  leoognised  by 
the  people^  and  expressed  in  plain  and  olear  terms,  aa  the  f^neipkis 
on  wfaieh  the  foundation  of  the  Government  has  been  laid ;  against 
which  no  lawy  howevev  coneeived,  intended  or  exfBfoSBcdy  oua  or 
itughi  to  prevail. 

The  Gonvention  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  over  whioh  also 
yoar  Ezoellenoy  presided  with  ihe  highest  reputation,  has  deekred 
that  the  troe  end  for  which  <<  all  goveroment  ought  to  be  instituted 
^  and  supported''  is  **  the  seourity  and  protection  of  the  eommttnity 
<<  as  such  and  to  enable  the  tndividmah  wKo  compote  tir  to  enjoy 
**  their  natural  rights/'  and  among  whioh  that  of  defending  tksir 
liberty  is  in  tke  Deolarataon  of  Sights,  witk  great  profMaety  and 
wisdom  placed  next  to  and  conneeted  with  that  of  life.  A^d  so 
highly  did  the  people  regard  the  trial  hjjwy  in  all  ca9e$  as  a  means 
of  this  defenoe,  that  not  oontent  with  a  full  deolaratioa  that  "  Trials 
<'  shall  be  by  juries  as  heretofore,"  but  as  if  terms  oommonly  used 
were  not  strong  enough  to  express  their  solemn  regard  to  this  right, 
tiiey  have  In  the  most  dignified  expressions  declared  that  <^it  o«gbt 
*<  to  be  held  m  red"  And  again^  as  if  no  Jterms  or  turn  of  expres- 
sion could  be  trusted  in  a  case  of  snob  magnitude,  the  Constitution 
has  solemnly  **  declared"  the  <<  Deoisrataon  of  Rights"  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Gonstitution  <<  whioh  ought  never  to  be  violated  on  uny  pft- 
*•  imce  uhatever." 

Yet,  Sir,  so  singular  has  been  my  fortune  in  tke  politioal  world, 
tbat  I  have  had  sentence  against  me  in  two  great  eases,  as  I  eenceif  e, 
in  direot  and  open  vk^ation  of  this  sAonxD  niaHT. 

The  one  in  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly,  entered  into  as  the 
Oouneil  of  Oensore  have  expressed  it,*  <^  without  a  hearing,  without  a 
^  charge,  and  without  a  trial,"  and  a  sneoeeding  General  Assembly, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  solemnly  r^cinded  the  vote ;  and  to  add 
to  thestrsngeness  of  the  thing,  an  examination  mto  the  facts  aliedged 

#  See  Vol.  X.,  9,  SCS,  366. 
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ts  ilw  fimiidaiioii  of  that  violent  jmd  laiqvliMia  mmmm,  titff  havt 
baea  found  to  be  totally  aad  abeolntely  fikbe. 

The  otber  isstattOB  U  tke  Cue  in  whioh  I  keve  notr  tke  honor  to 
eddfen  your  BaooeUeaoyy  in  whioh  m  ay  iofonniiott  stands,  the 
Sopreno  JBhceaUiM  Conaoil  have  ezenised  ez  parte  mjmdieial 
anthflvity ;  This  maohy  however,  is  oertaini  thai  the  bniiiniiw  haa 
been  so  oondnoted  by  the  OomptroUer  (Haeval  that  a  ektm  of  mine 
whioh  I  oonoeiye  to  be  legal,  agunst  the  state,  to  the  aaMNUit  of  oae 
thonsand  and  fire  hnndred  pounds  and  opwards  on  oneaoeoiuii  only, 
besides  divers  others,  has  been  ^  rejeoted  withoni  a  bearing  befora 
him,  or  before  the  Supreme  Bxeontive  ConnoU,  and  without  a  pQn> 
sabiiity  dnring  the  whole  of  the  transaation  by  any  aet  in  my  power, 
within  the  words  of  the  law,  to  obtain  a  trial  thereon  before  a  Court 
and  jury/'  And  although  those  four  exeontioas  have  issned  and^ 
been  served  upon  me,  and  no  aet  or  nef^eot  of  mine  has  been  eoaa- 
mitted  by  me,  whieh  in  reason  and  jnstiee  ean  be  eonstraed  to  hare 
destroyed  the  right  of  trial  by  ''jury,''  this  right  yet  remsiaB,  how^ 
ever  difficult  it  may  be  to  obtain  the  exeroaae  of  it,  and  it  sppsars  to 
me  a  duty  whieh  I  owe  to  myself,  to  my  distressed  famify,  and  may 
I  add,  to  my  fellow  eitiiens,  to  persevere  in  a  demand  of  that  right. 

I  have  been  told  that  there  is  great  probability  that  on  applioation 
I  may,  as  offawmr^  be  indulged  in  a  trial  by  jury ;  but  Sir,  may  I 
be  permitted,  without  offianoe,  to  ask.  What  am  i^  or  what  is  €n^ 
ctiruwi  of  thia  state,  if  any  man  or  set  of  men  whatever,  may  grant 
or  withhold  ol  ihtiit  pkagure  in  ftny  oase,  a  right  of  sueh  importanee 
so  recently  &  solemnly  reoognised,  asserted  and  assured  to  ua,  aa 
that  of  the  **  saeied''  right  of  trial  by  jury  has  been  t  Snrely  not 
Fieemen ;  but  degraded  Vassalls  or  slavea  I  And*  what  are  the 
laws,  and  by  whom  have  they  been  made,  by  which,  in  ahy  poasifak 
ease,  a  eitiaen  may  be  deprived  of  this  ''  saerad''  right  t  They  do 
not,  they  eaaaot  possibly  exist,  and  I  oonoeive  it  to  be  treason 
^[ainst  the  people  to  assert  the  contrary. 

What  crime  then  have  I  committed  for  whioh  I  alone  may  be 
compelled  to  oak  cufavomr  what  every  other  oitisen  may  demand  qf 
right  f    There  is  none.  Sir,  even  pretended  against  me. 

I  may,  indeed,  have  erred  in  relying  too  confidently  on  public 
faith  for  reward,  of  intended  services;  or  my  abilities  may  have 
foUea  iB^rt  in  the  performance  of  the  high  and  exceedingly  varied 
duties,  to  which  in  the  times  of  the  greatest  danger,  the  public  voiee 
has  eaJIed  me;  bat  I  am  bold  to  say,  no  man  Ims  had  more  seal  in 
the  common  cause  or  exerted  more  fully  to  their  utmost  extent  tho 
abilities  Ood  has  given  than  I  have  done  throughout  the  great  con- 
test for  liberty.  But  these  exertioas,  such  as  Uiey  were,  have  been 
made  with  the  spirit  of  a  freeman,  disdaining  to  be  the  tool  of  any 
man  or  party,  and  constantly  aimed  to  suppress  measures  which 
appeared  dangerous  to  the  people,  and  auf^ort  such  as  tended  to 
their  safety,  without  re§purding  by  whom  they  were  snggoated. 

When  the  impossible  project  of  regulating  prices  was  attempted 
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tlM  iafiifciiiaiMi  wwined  to  be  gaMnl,  tad  a  laifa 
oiaatod  to  eaforoe  it,  ilr.  FitstiiiiiiKuis,  the  only  nun  oi  thm  nwrnhm 
teom  wham  I  expeelecl  the  Bmailest  MweNmoe  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  the  peoi4e  to  tbeir  dnnger  (for  he  aeeaied  to  be  the  onl j  nMn 
emoBff  them  that  then  iMr  it)  very  soon  retired  hopdeee  finm  the 
leek,  JaeTiog  me  ekme  to  oppose  thai  dangerooe  meeenre,  infctnatiag 
and  popular  ae  it  then  wee.  The  inenlte  whidi  w&ee  offend  me  on 
that  ojMeeien  from  ererj  qnarter,  aie.  known  to  very  few;  bat  the 
OYont  18  knowa  to  all,  eod  it  ie  not  proenming  to  lay,  that  a  eeol, 
firm  opposition  from  ona  man,  saYed  the  oity  from  the  diitrem  wbaeh 
that  mad  pro^eot  bad  otherwise  mddenlj  bvoof^t  upon  it.  When 
the  Bank  was  projeoted  by  Mr.  Bimis  the  eofttentions  and  reeent. 
mente  between  parties  and  among  individoals  were  at  the  highest,  it 
jras  oj^Msed  by  the  leading  men  of  that  party  to  which  it  wae  eap^ 
poeed  I  leaned ;  yet  althongh  I  saw  its  tendsooy  to  &Te«r  the 
monied  and  trsding  interest  of  the  state,  and  foretold  the  contest 
which  has  since  arisen  out  of  it,  considering  it  as  the  best  means  of 
defence  left  us,  my  feeble  efforts  were  honestly  jeined  in  its  support. 
What  at  that  time  Were  my  sentiments  of  its  effect  on  myself  may 
best  be  learned  from  my  reply  to  a  kmd  compliment  of  a  friend 
immediately  aft«r  my  election  among  the  first  directors.  It  wss  in 
thess  words,  "It  is  indeed  an  honor,  perhaps  circnmstancee  oon- 
<<  sidered,  the  highest  of  my  life ;  bat  rememoer  that  I  tell  yon,  it 
"  will  prove  also  the  greatest  injary.''  I  did  my  duty  and  the  erent 
fdlfilled  the  prophecy.  I  had  offended  both  parties,  one  of  them 
demanded  and  the  other  gave  me  up  a  sacrifice;  bat  I  reyeientljr 
thank  Qod,  that  whatever  it  may  do  now,  the  fire  would  not  then 
kindle  upon  me. 

But  Sir,  I  do  not  mention  these  things  as  claiming  reward  for 
them,  for  even  in  mv  present  distress  I  would  disdain  them ;  but 
only  as  evidence  of  the  independence  of  my  conduct  on  trying 
occasions. 

In  my  present  sifeoation,  painful  as  it  is  to  my  &mily,  I  feel  some 
consolation  from  a  strong  confidence  in  your  Excellency's  acknowl- 
edged attachment  to  the  rights  and  interest  of  men,  and  hope  for  a 
compliance  with  the  request  I  now  make,  of  full  and  precise  infbr* 
mation  of  the  manner  in  which  my  accounts  and  claims  have  been 
laid  before  the  board  at  which  you  preside,  and  a  statement  of  the 
faote  presented  by  the  Comptroller  General,  the  nsede  in  which  they 
have  been  investigated,  and  the  principles  on  which  my  claims 
sgainst  the  state  have  been  rejected.  These  are  indispensibly  neces- 
sary to  a  fair  enquiry  after  the  means  of  redress ;  and  if  after  every 
effort  has  been  made,  no  redress  in  the  present  state  of  the  laws  can 
be  obtained,  they  will  enable  me  to  show  the  people,  that  although 
a  remedy  cannot  be  had,  the  right  remaina-— and  it  wUl  the  hotter 
enable  me  to  state  to  them  my  case  without  material  error  or  omis- 
sion, and  thereby  convince  them  that  I  have  not  suffered  the  prece- 
dent of  a  viohtion  of  this  great- right  to  be  established,  without  that 
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paneftmag  opporiCkm  vbiob  efiny  dtkpen,  wlran  atteeked,  is  bound 
to  make  agaiDai  the  ioiolent  tlridke  of  aBSumed  or  perverted  power. 
It  wiily  DO  doubt,  ooeur  to  Your  £zeelleiiey  ia  a  rfiort,  plaiti 
newer  to  tbb  request,  that  an  applioadon  to  the  Seoretarj  of  Conn- 
dl  will  obtain  me  a  Copy  of  their  proeee^Mngs  in  any  ease  whieh 
eonoema  me,  and  in  an  ordinary  ease  it  might  eer^  the  purpose  of 
answer  and  just  reproof^  but  in  the  present  extraordinary  one  the 
applioation  will  obtsin  more  r^aid,  and  the  rather  as  from  what  I 
haye  been  able  to  learn  of  these  prooeedings,  I  may  well  snppoee 
that  the  entry  in  all  snob  oases  on  the  Council  books  is  at  least  as 
conoise  upon  them  as  the  sus.  per.  eol.  in  some  law  entries  upon 
sentence  of  death  on  a  murderer }  but  with  this  difference  in  his 
faTonr,  that  before  the  dreadful  order  was  made  he  had  been  allowed 
a  trial  by  his  peers. — And  if  indeed  the  approbation  has  been  given 
and  is  no  mare  than  a  mere  formality  without  information  or  enquiry. 
I  hope  to  obtain  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  ibot 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

four  Excellency's  most  obedient. 
And  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK.* 


(Copy.) 
Philadelphia  County,  ss. 

[SlAL.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia 

County,  greeting. 

Whereas  it  is  certified  to  us  by  John  Nicholson,  Esquire,  our 
Comptroller  General,  that  Timothy  Matladc,  Esquire,  is  indebted  to 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds  thirteen 
shilliuffs  and  four  pence  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
the  said  Timothy  Matlack  hath  refused  and  neglected  to  pay  the  said 
sum  of  money  to  our  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  although  he 
hath  been  thereunto  required.  Therefore  we  command  you  that  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  in  your  bailiwic, 
without  delay  you  seize  and  distrain  so  that  the  said  Timothy  may 
be  compelled  to  pay  and  discharge  the  said  sum  of  thirty-six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  money  aforesaid,  together  with 
costs  and  ehaiges  in  this  behalf  laid  out  and  expended,  and  unless 
the  said  debt,  costs  and  charges  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied 
within  thirty  days  after  such  distress  made,  that  you  sell  the  same 
goods  and  chattels  to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  said  debt,  costs  and 
charges,  and  in  case  no  personal  property  of  the  said  Timothy  suf- 
ficient to  discharge  the  debt,  costs  and  charges  aforesaid  can  bo 

*  Sec  Col.  Rcc  ,  Vo\  XV..  p.  220. 
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firand  in  jenr  biifiirio^  tliai  we  eemnaBd  you  tiwfc  of  ike  hads  aad 
tenements  of  the  said  Timothy,  in  year  bailiwie,  yoa  oanae  the  eaid 
debt,  coets  and  ehergei  to  be  levied  and  made.  And  if  so  much  of 
the  goods  and  ehattelsi  lands  and  tensMents  of  tlM  said  Timothy 
in  your  bajliwie,  oannot  be  foand,  then  we  command  yon  that  yoa 
take  the  body  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  and  him  safely  keep  in 
the  Goal  of  the  eounty  aforesaid.  And  how  yon  shall  execnte  this 
Writ  make  known  to  Us  and  to  oar  Comptroller  General  on  the 
sixth  day  of  June,  and  have  then  this  writ  at  the  office  of  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  onr  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  said  county.  Dated  at 
Philadelphia;  April  foarteonth,  one  thoosand  seven  hundred  k  eighty* 
seven. 

J.  B.  SMITH. 

Common  Wealth  v.  GTimotby  Matlack,  Rt'ble  June  6tb,  1787. 
Att'y  Gen'L 

122,  the  4tb. 

1787,  April  14,  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Board  op  Treasury  to  Pres.  Frankliw,  1787. 

Circular. 

Board  of  Treasury,  May  25th,  1787. 
Sir, 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency 
for  the  information  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  you 
preside,  an  ordinance  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  of  the  7th 
Instant,  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  settlement  of  the  Accounts 
depending  between  Individual  States  and  the  United  States.* 

The  Interest  of  the  State  ss  well  as  that  of  the  Union  are  so 
materially  involved  in  the  completion  of  this  object,  that  we  enter- 
tain the  fuDest  confidence  that  every  measure  will  be  adopted  by 
the  Government  for  facilitating  the  execution  of  this  Business 

The  Commissioner  appointed  for  the  District  in  which  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  is  included,  is  directed  to  give  seasonable  notice  of 
the  time  when  he  will  attend  in  person,  or  send  on  a  proper  clerk  to 
receive  and  examine  snob  accounts,  and  Yonchers  as  the  State  may 
be  ready  to  furnish ;  and  as  the  several  States  are  limited  by  the 
Ordinance  to  a  period  for  exhibiting  their  respective  cbiims  against 
the  Union  (of  whatever  nature  the  same  may  be ;)  we  doubt  not 
*  See  page,  146. 
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ihsy  wUl  be  impteiied  wiUi  tiM  imporlraee  of  lostog  ao  tiae  in 
bringiDgforward  tbeir  Aooounto. 

We  have  the  hoaoc  to  be,  with  great  reepeet, 

Your  BzoeUeBe/8  meet  Obedient  &  Hble.  Serrte., 
SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WAI/TBR  LIVING8T0K, 
Directed,  ARTHUR  LEE. 

His  ExoeWj,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 


Col,  Andbbw  Porter  to  Council,  1787. 

Norriitewn,  Hay  25th,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  Conneil  that  to*morrow  I  expect  to  pnxseed 
on  my  Jonmey  to  join  the  other  oommiasionere  app<»nted  to  extend 
the  Northern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  as  we  are  determined,  if 
possible  to  oompleat  it  this  season,  we  shall  no  doubt  be  detained 
from  oar  Families  nntil  late  in  the  fall,  before  whioh  time  my 
Family  will  require  a  supply  of  cash ;  and  as  I  have  advanced  a  sum 
to  the  oommiaaary,  whioh  I  have  no  promote  of  having  replaced 
before  I  set  off,  I  must  therefore  request  the  favour  of  Council  to 
grant  an^order  in  my  favour  for  One  Hundred  pounds. 
I  am,  with  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ANDREW  PORTER.* 
JXreeted, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. . 


Col.  Thomas  E[artlbt  to  Y.  P.  Sidblb,  1787. 

York  Town,  Jane  the  4th,  1787. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  acddent  which  befei  you,  bat  I 
hope  by  this  time  you  are  fully  recovered. 

You  in  a  former  Letter  desired  to  know  somewhat  of  the  Disposi- 
tions or  designs  of  the  Rioters  of  this  County ;  as  thu  was  difficali 
to  be  underwood  or  known;  I  could  not  give  yoa  that  satasfaction 
I  oonld  wish,  until  very  lately.f 

I  believe  that  by  the  pmdent  and  firm  conduct  of  the  Court  at 
the  late  Assisses,  Peace  and  good  Order  are  re-established.  The 
Offenders  seem  very  much  ashamed  and  distressed  for  their  Con- 
duct, and  I  trust  all  things  will  do  well. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  220.  f  See  page  114. 
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A  select  Corps  of  Lisht  Infantry  U  intended  to  be  raised  in  this 
Town  to  be  eomposed  of  some  firm  and  good  citizens.  The  Major 
of  the  Militia  Battalion  or  a  Mr.  Johnston,  who  was  in  the  reeuhir 
serrice  will  Command  the  Company.  The  measure  will  be  of  ser- 
Tioe  to  the  PabKe  and  usefnl  to  discipline,  but  they  are  without 
Arms,  and  they  cannot  be  procured  here ;  some  persons  in  Behalf 
of  the  company  will  apply  to  Council  for  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 
I  should  humbly  apprehend  that  it  would  be  proper  for  Conucil  to 
let  them  have  50  stands;  they  wrll^  I*am  told,  give  a  receipt  for 
them  and  be  accountable. 

I  hope  we  shall  have  no  more  Riots,  but  rf  by  bad  adrioe  or  mis- 
take  any  Tumult  should  happen,  these  Arms  would  be  of  great  use. 
And  am,  Dr.  Sir, 

with  great  regard  & 

Bespect  ymir  most 

obedient  Hble.  Serrt., 

THOS.  HARTLEY. 
Direeiedy 
The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Vice  President  at  Philad'a. 


Capt.  AudV  Johnston  to  Council,  1787. 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  k  Supreme  Exeentive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

As  a  number  of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  York  Town  have 
formed  themselves  into  a  Company  and  have  been  at  the  expence 
of  providing  uniform,  and  it  being  impossible  to  procure  any  Arms 
in  this  PUoe,  request  Council  to  grant  them  fbfty  Stand  of  20od 
Arms  with 'Accoutrement^  compleat,  for  which  a  receipt  wiU  be 
given,  and  be  liable  to  the  call  of  Council. 

And  that  the  State  may  be  at  no  expence  in  sending  those  Arms, 
we  agree  to  pay  the  Carriage  ourselves. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Company, 

ANDREW  JOHNSTON, 
Capt. 

Should  Council  be  so  good  and  grant  the  above  request,  the  arms, 
&c.  shall  acct  for,  by 

WM.  SCOTT, 
C.  Lt 
York,  June  5th,  1787. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  at  Phil'a. 
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CSBTIFIGATE  BESPKCIU^a  StATE  B.OAD,   CUHBEELAliVD    Co^ 

1787. 

•  We  the  subscribers,  who  had  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeatire 
Goonflil  of  the  23d  of  November  last,  been:  appointed  &  aathoriaed 
to  execute  the  Contract  on  the  part  of  the  State  with  John  Skinner* 
for  making  that  part  of  the  State  Bead  inolnded  between  the  east 
side  of  Clark's  Gap  &  the  btrnt  Cabbins,  do  hereby  certify,  That  at 
the  request  of  said  Skinner  we  have  lately  viewed  his  work  done  at 
the  Place  aforesaid,  and  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  now  mora  than 
one  half  of.  the  work  done  towards  oompleating  said  Road  agreeably 
to  his  Contract.  We  further  observe  that  the  work  by  him  already 
performed  is  extended  through  the  moftt  difficult  Parts  of  the  whole, 
and  is  (excepting  in  some  few  Places  where  it  will  yet  be  necessary 
to  bestow  some  more  labour)  we  humbly  conceive,  made  in  so  far, 
agreeably  to  hia  Oontract|  so  as  to  intitlo  him  to  receive  his  second 
Payment. 
Certified  this  14th  Day  of  June,  1787. 

IP  MATHW.   HENDERSON, 
JOHN  REYNOLDS. 
Dtrectedj 

His  Excellency  the  President  &   th^  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Councd  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Skinnbe  to  Councl,  1787. 

To  the  Honerabel  Executive  Council,  may  it  Plese  your  HonerB 
as  I  John  Skinner  of  Francklin  County  have  Gon  throw  the  fust 
part  of  my  Bargain  in  making  that  Part  of  the  State  Road  I  ander- 
tuck  for  the  Six  Hundred  pounds  speises,  and  as  I  am  now  in  grat 
wont  of  the  seikend  gail  so  as  the  work  may  go  on  and  as  Mister 
Henderson  and  Rinnels  Esqrs,  Has  vewed  the  Rowd  and  Dues  alow 
me  to  Be  in  Tyteled  there  to,  so  I  shall  hope  yours  Honors  will 
faver  me  with  it  By  the  hand  of  Capten  William  Rippe  or  sum  safe 
hand;  so  1  conclude  my  self  your  Honors  very    Humble  servent. 

JOHN  SKINNERf 
June  the  13  day,  1787. 

N.  B.  Mister  Smille  one  of  the  Council  has  seen  the  work  I  Did 
and  can  inform  you  all  so. 


*  Seepage,  92. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  227. 
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Timothy  Pickbring  to  Pbes.  Pbanklin,  1787. 

Philad.  June  25di.  1787. 
Sir, 

The  JustioeB  of  the  Peaoe  for  the  Connty  of  Lnzeme  are  destitate 
of  the  laws  of  the  State.  It  seems  that  heretofore  Justices  of  the 
Peaoe  have  been  furnished  with  the  laws  at  the  ezpenee  of  the  State, 
the  Justioes  of  Luzerne  have  expressed  their  hopes  that  they  may  be 
supplied  in  the  same  way,  and  requested  me  to  make  the  application 
in  their  behalf.  1  beg  leave  to  express  my  hopes  also,  that  they 
may  be  so  furnished ;  otherwise  I  fear  they  will,  for  the  most 
part,  remain  unprovided,  &  the  laws  unexecoled.  At  the  same  time 
it  is  proper  that  I  should  add,  that  there  was  manifested  a  general 
diaposition  to  conform  to  the  laws,  with  great  punctuality  and  many 
were  solicitously  enquiring  what  were  the  laws  in  particular  'oases, 
that  they  might  not  transgress  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir,  your  £xcellency's  most  obedt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 


Commissioners  on  Conkbcticut  Claims  to  Pubs. 
Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  June  29, 1787. 
Sir, 

As  the  examination  of  the  Connecticut  Claims  to  lands  in  the 
county  of  Luzerne  will  be  of  several  months  continuance,  and  we 
may  not  return  hither  untill  the  business  shall  be  accomplished,  we 
are  desirous  of  receiving  some  part  of  our  pay  in  advance,  and  if  this 
shall  be  thought  proper  by  Council,  we  request  such  grants  may  be 
made  to  us  and  Mr.  Evans,  (whom  we  have  appointed  our  Clerk)  as 
Council  shall  judge  expedient. 

The  law  for  oonfirmiuig  the  lands  of  the  Conneodout  Claimants 
required  that  it  should  be  published  in  the  news-papers  of  Connecti- 
cut But  there  are  divers  claimants  under  Connecticut,  who  live 
in  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  other  Claimants  under  Pennsylvania 
who  live  in  New  Jersey.  We  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Council 
whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  cause  the  law  to  be  published  in  one 
of  the  news*papers  of  each  of  those  States.  It  mav  supersede 
applications  which  may  hereafter  be  made  for  allowing  nirther  timie 
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to  make  tbeir  claims,  under  pretence  that  they  were  not  informed  of 
the  law 

We  are  respectly  sir, 

yor.  most  bble.  Servants, 
T.  PICKERING,  ") 

DAN.  flIESTER,  Jr.  *    V  Commissioners. 
STEPHEN  BALLIET.f  ) 
JHreetedy 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsjlvania  X 


Mbhorial — Chas.  Simm9  to  CouNon.,  1787. 

To  his  Ezoellency  the  President  and  Sopreme  EzeentiTe  Oonncil  of 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Charles  Simms  respectfally  represents  that  your 
memorialist  in  the  year  1775,  purchased  of  Alexander  Ross,  of 
Pittsborgh,  Two  thousand  and  Twenty  two  acres  of  land  situate  on 
the  River  Ohio  and  Raccoon  Creek,  about  Twenty  Miles  below 
Pittsburg,  and  also  purchased  of  the  said  Ross  Nine  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  Acres  of  Land,  adjoining  the  before  mentioned  Landsi 
the  property  of  William  Dunbar,  of  Manahao  Settlement,  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  which  last  mentioned  Tract  the  said  Alexander 
Ross  sold  to  your  Memorialist,  as  Attorney  in  fact  for  Wm.  Dunbar, 
which  said  Land  was  part  of  the  Tracts  of  Land  Orantod  by  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to  George  Croghan,  by  Deed  bearing  date 
the  fourth  day  of  November,  1768.  Your  Memorialist  at  the  time 
he  made  the  purchase  gave  his  Bonds,  payable  at  a  future  day,  to 
the  said  Alexander  Ross,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  of 
both  the  Tracts  before  mentioned. 

Your  Memorialist  further  represents  that  some  time  in  the  year 
1776  Alexander  Ross  left  Pittsburg  and  went  into  some  part  of  the 
British  dominions,  where  he  has  continued  ever  since,  as  your  Memo- 
rialist is  informed  and  believes. 

That  in  the  year  1777  the  Assembly  of  Yirgtnia  passed  an  Act, 
declaring  all  Titles  derived  from  Indians  to  Lands  within  the  limits 
of  that  State  to  be  void,  which  of  course  destroyed  your  Memorialist's 
Title  to  the  Lands  purchased  from  Ross  and  Dunbar,  if  it  lay  within 
the  limits  of  Virginia ;  If  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  the 
Title  was  null  and  void  by  a  Proviso  contained  in  the  Grant  from 
the  Six  Nations  to  Croghan.     As  the  Consideration  for  which  your 

*  Ho  was  elected  in  room  of  Gen.  Mubleaberg  Maj  32,  but  rMigned 

July  19, 1787,  and  Wm.  Montgomery  elected  July  23.  Col.  Eeo.,  XV.  p., 
214,  217,  287,  246,  248. 

f  Appointed  in  room  of  Joseph  Montgomery,  Jane  1st. — See  Col.  Ret., 
Vol.  XV.,  p.  221. 

X  Col.  Rtc.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  287. 
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Memmalist  gnve  hb  Bonds  to  Alexander  Row  had  tkas  failed^  joat 
Memorialiat  considered  himself  exonerated  from  the  pajrmenl 
thereof. 

Yoor  Memorialist  farther  ref^resenta  thai  the  aforesaid  Bonds  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commiasioners  of  eoofisoated  property  for  , 
Westmoreland  Oonnty,  who  obtained  an  attachment  for  the  amount 
of  the  Bonds  against  yoor  Memorialist,  wbiofa  was  lay'd  on  a  tnci 
of  Land  belonging  to  yonr  Memorialist  in  Washington  Oonnty,  the 
right  to  which  yonr  Memorialist  acquired  under  the  Laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  Surrey  of  which  is  now  in  the  Surreyor  Cknerars 
Office  of  this  State,  upon  which  attachment  a  Judgment  was  obtained 
against  your  Memorialist,  and  a  Venditioni  Exponas  issued  thereupon, 
before  your  Memorialist  knew  that  the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  in  the 
hands  of  the.  Commissioners  or  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
the'  your  Memorialist  was  well  known  to  several,  if  not  to  all  of 
the  CommiesionerB.  Yonr  Memorialbt  by  mere  accident  hearing  of 
the  proceedings  against  him  last  fall,  attended  the  Court  of  Wash* 
ington  County,  and  on  entering  his  appearance  to  the  attachment| 
the  Judgment  and  Execution  were  set  aside. 

Your  Memorialist  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  Commissionen 
proceeded  against  him  in  the  manner  above  related  without  the 
Sanction  or  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  ai^ 
flatters  himself  that  they  will  put  a  stop  to  any  farther  proceedings 
against  him  on  the  aforesaid  Bonds,  for  the  following  reasons  :  Be- 
cause Alexander  Boss  and  William  Dunbar  had  no  Title  to  the 
Lands  which  your  Memorialist  purchased  of  them,  and  for  which 
the  aforesaid  Bonds  were  given,  therefore,  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
tham  would  be  unjast  and  unequitable. 

Secondly.  Because  your  Memorialist  ever  was  an  Inhabitant  and 
Citisen  of  Virginia,  the  said  Alexander  Ross  at  the  time  the  Bonds 
were  given,  also  lived  under  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and  con- 
tinued under  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  State  until  he'went  into  the 
British  Dominions,  as  before  mentioned.  And  your  Memorialist 
humbly  conceives  that  if  he  was  Justly  indebted  to  Alexander  Ross 
that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  could  not  be  entitled  to  the  debt  in 
consequence  of  his  attainder.  As  the  right  acquired  by  a  State  in 
cooaequence  of  attainder  can  only  extend  to  propertv  within  its  own 
limits  and  Jurisdiction,  and  a  debt  is  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
debtor  and  must  be  considered  as  a  right  or  property  which  the 
Creditor  has  within  the  Country  where  the  debtor  resides. 

Whether  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  consequence  of  the  attainder 
of  Alexander  Ross  is  entitled  to  and  can  enforce  the  pay  ment  of  debts 
due  to  him  from  Citisens  of  Virginia  is  a  question  which  has  rela- 
tion to  the  Jurisdiction  and  Rights  of  Government  of  the  two  States 
and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Memorialist,  can  only  be  dis- 
cussed and  settled  with  propriety  by  the  Legislative  or  Executive 
Powers  of  the  respective  States — impressed  with  this  opinion,  your 
Hemoriafist  presented  to  the  Governor  and-  Council  of  Virginia  a 
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Memoriftl  on  tJke  same  sabjeot  wilh  the  preMnt,  which  was  tniiB- 
nitted  by  them  and  laj'd  before  the  fizeoative  of  thie  State. 

Your  Memorialist  cannot  help  observing  that  to  be  compelled  to 
attend  the  determinatMn  of  a  anit  which  the  OomniasionerB  have 
instituted  against  him  in  a  Conrt  more  than  Three  hnndred  miles 
distant  from  his  place  of  residence,  is  greatly  oppressive.  That  at 
the  time  Alexander  Ross  and  yoor  Memorialist  contraeted  for  the 
aforesaid  Lands  they  considered  themselves  as  Citisens  of  Virginia, 
and  if  any  dispute  should  arise  between  them  in  consequence  of  the 
Contract  that  it  would  of  course  be  Tryed  and  determined  in  the 
Courts  of  that  State  where  a  Judgment  n^rongfuUy  obtained  at  Com- 
mon Law  may  be  enjoined  in  a  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  party 
called  to  declare,  upon  Oath,  all  circumstances  respecting  the  matter 
in  dispute,  which,  perhaps,  could  not  be  made  appear  by  any 
other  means ;  but  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  there  is  no  Court  of 
Chancery  and  of  course  youtr  Memorialist  supposes  no  way  to  eompel 
a  Discovery  of  facts  which  may  rest  in  the  knowledge  of  the  par^ 
only.  Finally,  your  Memorialist  confiding  in  the  Wisdom  and  Jus> 
tice  of  your  Hon'ble  board,  submits  his  case  to  your  consideration, 
and  prays  your  Interposition,  and  will  ever  pray,  &o. 

CH.  SIMMS.* 

Philadelphia,  July  12th,  1787. 
Indorsed^ 

Bead  in  Council,  July  12th,  1787,  and  Ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Hon'ble,  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,f  and  the  Attorney 
General,  for  their  opinion  on  the  Case. 

Having  considered  the  within  petition,  I  beg  leave  to  report  to 
the  hon'ble,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  That  I  am  of  opinion, 
an  action  is  maintainable  in  our  Courts  at  the  suit  of  the  Common- 
wealth, against  the  Memorialist,  upon  the  Bond  given  by  him  to  A. 
Boss  before  his  attainder,  and  that  the  Memorialist's  residence  out 
of  the  State  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  or  abatement.  But  if  it  shall 
appear  that  the  bond  was  obtained  by  fraud,  or  without  consideration, 
he  will  receive  in  our  common  law  Courts  the  same  relief  which  he 
could  obtain  in  a  court  of  Chancery. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  J«n. 


Ordinaitcb  fob  Govbrnmbnt  of  North- West  Territory, 

1787. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  Territory  of  the  Uniled 
States,  North-West  of  the  River  Ohio. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
the  said  territory,  for  the  purposes  of  temporary  government,  be  one 

*  See  Col.  B«c.,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  242.^  f  Not  foiaid. 
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district ;  subjeot^  however,  to  be  divicled  into  two  diBtriota,  as  fatnre 
circnmstaDcos  may,  in  the  opioion  of  Congress,  make  it  expedient. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  anthority  aforesaid,  That  the  estates  both  of 
resident  and  non-resident  proprietors  in  the  said  territory,  dying 
intestate,  shall  descend  to,  and  be  distributed  among  their  children, 
and  ibe  descendants  of  a  deceased  child  in  eqnal  parts ;  the  descen- 
dants of  a  def  ceased  child  or  grand-child,  to  take  the  share  of  their 
desceased  parent  in  eqnal  parts  among  them  :  And  where  there 
shall  be  no  children  or  descendants,  then  in  eqnal  parts  to  the  next 
kin,  in  eqnal  degree ;  and  among  colhterals,  the  children  of  a  de* 
oeaaed  brother  or  sister  of  the  intestate,  shall  have  in  eqnal  parts 
among  them  their  deceased  parents  share ;  and  (here  shall  in  do 
case  be  a  distinction  between  kindred  of  the  whole  and  half  blood ; 
saying  in  all  cases  to  the  widow  of  the  intestate,  her  third  part  of 
the  real  estate  for  life,  and  one  third  part  of  the  personal  estate ;  and 
this  law  relative  to  descents  and  dower,  shall  remain  in  foil  force 

nntil  altered  by  the  legislature  of  the  district. And  until  the 

governor  and  judges  shall  adopt  laws  as  herein  after  mentioned, 
estates  in  the  said  territory  may  be  devised  or  bequeathed  by  wills 
in  writing,  signed  and  sealed  by  him  or  her,  in  whom  the  estate 
may  be,  (being  of  foil  age)  and  attested  by  three  witnesses ;— and 
real  estates  may  be  conveyed  by  lease  and  release,  or  bargain  and 
sale,  signed,  sealed,  an#  delivered  by  the  person  being  of  ^11  age, 
in  whom  the  estate  may  be,  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,  pro* 
Tided  such  wills  be  duly  proved,  and  such  conveyances  be  acknow- 
ledged, or  the  execution  thereof  duly  proved,  and  be  recorded  within 
one  year  after  proper  magistrates,  courts,  and  registers  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  personal  property  may  be  trans* 
ferred  by  delivery,  saving,  however,  to  the  French  and  Canadian 
inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  Kaskaskies,  Saint  Vincent's 
and  the  neighbouring  villages,  who  have  heretofore  professed 
themselves  citizens,  of  Virgima,  their  laws  and  customs  now  in  force 
among  them,  relative  to  the  descent  and  conveyance  of  property. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  be 
appointed  from  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a  governor,  whoso 
commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
sooner  revoked  by  Congress ;  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and 
have  a  behold  estate  therein,  in  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  while 
in  the  exercise  of  his  office. 

There  shall  be  appointed  ftom  time  to  time,  by  Congress,  a 
secretary,  whose  commission  shall  continue  in  force  for  four  years, 
unless  sooner  revoked,  he  shall  reside  in  the  district,  and  have 
a  freehold  estate  therein,  in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  hi  the 
exercise  of  his  office ;  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  and  preserre  the 
acts  and  lawH  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  public  records  of 
the  district,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive 
department;  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  such  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings, every  m  months,  to  the  secretary  of  Congress :    There 
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shall  ftlflo  be  ttppointod  a  oonrt  to  oonsist  of  three  judgea,  any  two  of 
whom  to  fom^  a  court,  who  shall  have  a  commoQ  law  jorisdiotioD, 
and  reside  in  the  district,  and  have  each  therein  a  freehold  estate  in 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  while  in  the  exercise  of  their  offices;  and 
their  commission  shall  continue,  in  force  during  good  bebaTiour. 

The  goTcmor  and  judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  adopt  and 
publish  in  the  districts,  such  laws  of  the  original  states,  criminal  and 
dvil,  as  may  be  necessary,  and  best  suited  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  district,  and  report  them  to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  which 
laws  shall  be  in  force  in  the  district  until  the  organization  of  the 
general  assembly  therein,  unless  disapproved  of  by  Congress ;  but  after- 
wards the  legislature  shall  have  authority  to  alter  them  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

The  governor  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the 
militia,  appoint  and  commission  all  officers  in  the  same,  below  the 
rank  of  geno^  officers;  all  general  officers  shall  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  Congress. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor 
shall  appoint  such  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  in  each  county 
or  township,  as  he  shall  find  neceesary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  same.  After  the  general  assembly  shall 
be  organist,  the  powers  and  duties  of  magistrates  and  other  civil 
officers  shall  be  regulated  and  defined  by  tht^said  assembly ;  but  all 
magistrates  and  other  civil  officers,  not  herein  otherwise  directed, 
shall  during  the  continuance  of  this  temporary  government,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor. 

For  the  prevention  of  crimes  and  injuries,  the  laws  to  be  adopted 
or  made  shall  have  force  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  and  for  the  exe- 
cution of  process,  criminal  and  civil,  the  governor  shall  make  proper 
divisions  thereof— and  he  shall  proceed  from  time  to  time,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  to  lay  out  the  parts  of  the  districts  in  which 
the  Indian  titles  shall  have  been  extinguished,  into  counties  and 
townships,  subject,  however  to  such  alterations  as  may  thereafter  be 
made  by  the  legislature. 

So  soon  as  there  shall  be  five  thousand  free  male  inhabitants,  of 
full  age,  in  the  district,  upon  giving  pioof  thereof  to  the  governor, 
they  shall  receive  authority,  with  time  and  place,  to  elect  repiesentsr: 
tives  from  their  counties  or  townships,  to  represent  them  in  the 
general  assembly ;  provided  that  for  every  five  hundred  free  male 
inhabitants  there  shall  be  one  representative,  and  so  on  progressively 
with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants,  shall  the  right  of  repre- 
sentation increase,  until  the  number  of  representatives  shall  amoont 
to  twenty-five,  after  which  the  number  and  proportion  of  represen- 
tatives shall  be  regulated  by  the  legislature ;  provided  that  no  per- 
son be  eligible  or  qualified  to  act  as  a  representative,  unless  he  shall 
have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  United  States  three  years  and  be  a 
resident  in  the  district,  or  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in  the  dis- 
trict three  years^  and  in  either  case  shall  likewise  hold  in  his  own 
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rigfat,  in  fee  simple^  two  hundred  acres  of  land  witbin  the  same  : — 
Provided  also^  that  a  freehold  io  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  district, 
having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  states,  and  being  resident  in  the 
district ;  of  the  like  freehold  and  two  years  residence  in  the  district 
sball  be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a  representative. 

The  representatives  thus  elected^  shall  serye  for  the  term  of  two 
jears,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  representative,  or  removal  from 
office,  the  governor  shall  issue  a  writ  to  the  county  or  township  for 
which  he  was  a  member,  to  elect  another  in  his  stead,  to  serve  for 
the  residue  of  the  term. 

The  general  assembly,  or  legislature,  shall  consist  of  the  gov-, 
enor,  legislative  council,  and  a  house  of  representatives.  The 
legislative  council  shall  consist  of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office 
^Ye  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  Congress,  any  three  of  whom . 
to  be  a  quorum,  and  the  members  of  the  council  shall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  in  the  following  manner^  to  wit :  As  soon  as  lepre- 
sentativea  shall  be  elected,  the  governor  shall  appoint  a  time  and 
place  for  Ihem  to  meet  together,  and,  when  met,  they  shall  nominate 
ten  persons,  residents  in  Uie  districts,  and  each  possessed  of  a  free- 
hold in  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  return  their  names  to  Con- 
gress; five  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission  to  servo 
as  aforesaid ;  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  council, 
by  death  or  removal  from  office,  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
nominate  two  persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  for  each  vacancy, 
and  return  their  names  to  Congress ;  one  of  whom  Congress  shall 
appoint  and  commission  for  the  residue  of  the  term ;  and  every  five 
years,  four  months  at  least  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  of  ser- 
vice of  the  members  of  Council,  the  said  house  shall  nominate  ten 
persons,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  and  return  their  names  to  Congress, 
five  of  whom  Congress  shall  appoint  and  commission,  to  serve  as 
members  of  the  council  five  years,  unless  sooner  removed.  Aii<l  ^^e 
governor,  legislative  council,  and  house  of  representatives,  shall 
have  authority  to  make  laws  in  all  cases  for  the  good  government  of 
the  district,  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  and  articles  in  this 
ordinance  established  and  declared.  And  all  bills  having  passed  by 
a  majority  in  the  house,  and  by  a  majority  in  thp  council,  shall  be 
referred  to  the  governor  for  his  assent }  but  no  bill  or  legislative  act 
whatever,  shall  be  of  any  force  without  his  assent.  The  governor 
shall  Jiave  power  to  convene,  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  general 
assembly,  when  in  his  opinion  it  shall  be  expedient. 

The  governor,  judges,  legislative  council,  secretary*  and  such 
other  officers  as  Congress  sball  appoint  in  the  district,  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  of  fidelity,  and  of  office,  the  governor  before  the 
president  of  Congress,  and  all  other  officers  before  the  governor. 
As  soon  as  a  legislature  shall  be  formed  in  the  district,  the  council 
and  honse^  assembled  in  one  room,  shall  have  authority  by  joint 
ballot  to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congress,  who  sball  have  a  seat  in  Con- 
VOL.  XI.— 8 
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greMy  with  a  righl  of  debatisg,  but  not  of  .Yoi^ig  during  tbia  (om* 
porary  eoyernmeDt. 

And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religioos. 
liberty,  whioh  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics,  their  Jawa 
and  constitutions  are  erected;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as 
the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions  and  governments;  which  forever 
hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory ; — to  provide  also  for 
the  establishment  of  states,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  stateSi  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  general  interest ; 

It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  by  the  authority  afcresaidj 
That  the  following  articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  said 
territory^  and^forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent^ 
towit:  ' 

Article  the  FtrsL  No  p^on,  demeaning  himself  in  a  peacable 
and  orderly  manner,  shall  ever  be  molested  on  account  of  his  mode 
of  worship  or  religions  sentiments  in  the  said  territory. 

Article  the  Second,  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  shall 
always  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
of  the  trial  by  jury ;  of  a  proportionate  representation  of  the  people 
in  the  legislature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the  course 
of  the  common  law :  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  unless  for  capital 
ofiences^  where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  presumption  great  j 
all  fines  shall  be  mo4erate,  and  no  cruel  or  unusual  punishments 
shall  be  inflicted;  no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or 
property  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land ; 
and  should  the  public  exigencies  make  it ,  necessarv  for  the  common 
preservation  to  take  any  person's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particu- 
lar services,  full  compensation  shall  bo  made  for  the  same; — and  in 
the  just  preservation  of  rights  and  property  it  is  understood  and  de- 
clared, that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  said 
territory,  that  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affect 
private  contracts  or  engagements,  bona  fide  and  without  fraud 
previously  formed. 

Article  the  Third.  Religion,  morality  and  knowledge^  being  ncoea- 
sary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and 
the  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  encouraged.  The  utmost 
good  faith  shisill  always  be  observed  towards  the  Indians ;  their  hinds 
and  property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  consent; 
and  m  their  property,  rights,  and  liberty,  they  never  shall  be  invaded 
or  disturbed,  unless  in  just  and  lawful  wars  authorized  by  Congress ; 
but  laws  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall  from  time  to  time  bo 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  preserving 
peace  and  friendship  with  them. 

Article  The  Fourth.  The  said  territorv,  and  the  states  which 
may  be  formed  therein,  shall  forever  remam  a  part  of  this  oonfed- 
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oney  of  ibe  Uaited  States  of  Aaerfjoa,  oRilijeei  to  the  tfiiolo*  of        ' 
oonfederation,  aod  to  stoh  aUenitioDB  theroin  asahall  beeonstitiitioii* 
ally  made;  aad  to  all  the  acta  and  ordiDanoea  of  tb*  Uoitad  States 
la  GoDgreaa  aeaembledi  conformable  thereto.    Tho  iobabitaaita  and 
aettlera  in  the  said  territory,  afaaU  bo  anbjeeted  to*  pay  a  part  of  tha 
federal  debta  eonlraeted  or  to  be  oontraotedy  and  a  proportional  pari 
of  the  expeoeea  of  gOTemmeiit^  to  be  apportioned  on  then  by  Cob«i 
greaa^  aoooiding  to  the  same  common  rale  and  meaanre  by  which 
apportionmente  thereof  aball  be  mad^  on  £be  otfier  atatea;  and  tiie^ 
taxes  for  pacing  their  pMportioOy,  ahaU  be  kid  and  levied  by  the » 
authority  and  direction  of  the  legislatures  oC  the  diatriot  or  diatriota . 
oip  new  states^  as  in  the  Ofiginal  states,  witbta  the  time  agreed  opoo . 
bj  the  United  States  m  Congress  assembled.    The  legidlaitQres  of 
those  districts,  or  new  States,  shall  never  interfere  with  the  pritaary . 
diapoeal  of  the  soil  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  aaaembled,  nor 
with  any  regulations  Oongress  may  find  necessary  for  secniring  the 
title  in  such  «oil  to  the  bona  fide  pnrohasers.    No  tax  shall  be  im- 
posed on  lands  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  ease 
shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  reaidento.     The  • 
navigable  waters  leading  into  the  MissiBsippi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and. 
the  cariying  places  between  the  same  shall   be  common  highways, 
and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory,  as  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  any  other  states  that 
may  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  without  any  tax,  impost  or 
duty  therefor. ' 

Article  the  Ti/fli,  There  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  territory, 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  states ;  and  the  boundaries  of 
the  states,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession  and  con- 
sent to  the  same,  shall  become  fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to 
wit :  The  western  states  in  the  said  territory,  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  Missisippi,  the  Ohio  and  Wabash  rivers ;  a  direct  line  drawn 
from  the  Wabash  and  Port  Vincent's  due  north  to  the  territorial 
line  between  .the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  said  terri- 
torial line  to  the  lake  of  the  Woods  and  Missisippi.  The  middle 
state  shall  be  bounded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the  Wabash  from 
Post  Vincent's  to  the  Ohio :  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  . 
north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  said  territorial  line, 
and  by  the  said  territorial  line.  The  eastern  state  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  last  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said 
territorial  line  :  Provided  however^.and  it  is  further  understood  and 
declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three  states,  shall  be  subject  so 
far  to  be  altered,  thatif  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they 
shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part  of  the  said 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the 
southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  :  and  whenever  any  of 
the  said  states  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants  therein, 
such  state  shall  be  admitted  by  Hs  delegates  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  statea.  in  . 
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all  reflpe^tfl  whatever;  and  sfaall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permtaetii 
oonstitation  and  state  government;  Provided  the  eonstitntioD  and 
government  so  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republiean,  and  in  oonformitj 
to  the  principles  oootained  in  these  articles ;  and  so  far  as  it  can  be 
consistent  with  the  general  interest  of  the  confederaoj,  such  ad- 
mission shall  be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period^  and  when  there  may  be  a 
less  nnmber  of  free  Inhabitants  in  the  state  than  sixty  thonsand. 

Artide  the  Sixth.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  ncMr  involuntary 
servitade  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  :  Provided 
always,  that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or 
service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  states,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  resolutions  of 
the  23d  of  April.  1784,  relative  to  the  subject  of  this  ordinance,  be^ 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and  %oid. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  18th  day 
of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1787,  and  of  their  sovereignty  and 


independence  the  12th. 


CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Seorbtart  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1787. 

(Copy.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  7, 1787. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  since  my  last, 
seven  States  have  assembled,  but  as  your  State  is  still  unrepresented 
in  Congress  I  have  it  in  command  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  in  a  most  cffeotual  way  to  urge  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  your  Delegates  as  business  of  the  greatest  importance 
is  neglected  through  their  non  attendance. 

with  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 


Office  of  Secretary  of  Congres, 

July  14th,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  above  is  a  Copy  of  my  last — I  have  now  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  your  Excellency  herewith  inclosed  an  act  of  the  12th, 
touching  those  officers  who  may  be  entitled  to  pensions;  and  an 
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Ordinauce  passed  jeaterday  for  the  goverumeDi  of  tlie  ftertHory  ot 
the  Usited  States  north  west  of  the  River  Ohio.* 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

year  Ezoellenoy's 

most  obedient  &  most  hum.  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
1}  {reeled J 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pea- 
sylyania. 


Chas.  SIMMS  TO  Gbn.  Muhlenbebg,  1787. 

Pear  GeD^ly 

The  point  or  question  which  I  wish  the  Honbl.  Ooaacilof  this 
state  to  determine  is  whether  the  state  of  Pennsjlvania  is  intitled 
to  the  debts  due  from  the  Citizens  of  Virginia  to  Alexander  Boss 
in  consequence  of  his  attainder.f  The  Att'y  Oen'I  in  his  report  does 
not  explicitly  determine  that  question — he  says  that  my  residence 
oat  of  the  state  cannot  be  pleaded  in  Bar  or  abatement  of  the  suit 
commenced  against  me — perhaps  it  would  not  be  considered  as  a 
0)od  plea  in  the  Courts  in  this  State — every  question  respecting  the 
fiights  or  Jurisdiction  of  a  State  must  be  considered  as  a  question  of 
importance — ^and  to  prevent  any  dispute  or  disagreement  between 
Sister  States  respecting  Jurisdiction  a  question  of  that  sort  ought  to 
be  determined  in  an  amicable,  Just  and  equitable  manner — and  as 
there  [are]  a  number  of  Oentlemen  attending  the  Convention  of  great 
abilities  I  hope  the  Council  will  agree  to  refer  the  matter  so  far  as 
relates  to  their  right  to  the  debt  claimed  of  me  in  consequence  of 
Boss's  attainder  to  some  of  those  gentlemen. 

The  governor  of  Yirginia  will  name  some  gentlemen,  and  the 
Executive  others,  should  they  think  proper  to  determine  the  matter 
in  this  way.  I  have  mentioned  the  subject  to  him,  he  thinks  it  a 
proper  way  to  settle  that  point,  and  observed  that  in  a  dispute 
between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  a  Mr.  Nathan,  a  Citizen  of  this 
state,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  some  gentlemen  in  Maryland — he 
promised  to  mention  the  subject  to  Doct.  franklin  and  I  have  little 
doubt  but  it  will  meet  with  his  approbation.  I  have  mentioned  the 
subject  to  Mr.  Smilie  and  he  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  mode 
of  determining  the  point — ^indeed  I  canH  see  that  any  objection  can 
reasonably  be  made  by  any  person  to  the  proposal — ^as  no  Tribunal 
is  established  for  the  determination  of  any  dispute  between  two 
States  relative  to  Jurisdiction  or  Bights  of  government,  it  can  only 
be  amicably  determined  in  the  way  proposeif.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  I  shall  receive  Justice  in  the  Courts  of  Pennsylvania  should 

*  See  page  162.  f  See  page  160. 
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4ha  Boit  be  fyrougbt  to  a  Tryal  here — but  tbere  realy  appears  to  me 
to  be  some  impropriety  in  the  state  suing  a  Citizen  of  another  state 
in  its  own  Court. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  respeoting  the  Cironmstanoes  attending  my 
Case  only  that  the  Land  Roes  sold  to  me  was  always  considered 
within^  the  Limite  of  Virginia  nntill  the  Compact  entered  into  be- 
tween Virginia  and  Pensylvania  in  the  year  1780 — and  Roes  him- 
self lived  under  the  Jurisdiction  and  was  a  Citizen  of  Virginia  untill 
he  Joined  the  British  Government^  so  that  if  debts  doe  to  him  from 
Citizens  of  Virginia  became  forfeited  in  consequence  of  his  joining 
the  British  government,  they  were  forfeited  to  the  state  of  Virginia. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  ^ve  you  in  this  business. 
.  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

with  much  esteem 

your  obed't  Hbl.  serv't, 

•    CHA.  SIMMS* 
Philadelphia,  July  17th,  1787. 
Directedy 
The  Hon'ble  Genl.  Muhlenberg,  Philadelphia. 


Trtotees  op  Loan  Office  to  Cotincil,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Conncil 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honors,  we  return  you  the  fol- 
lowing Sums  of  Money,  secured  by  Mortgages  to  the  General  Loan 
Office  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  on  which  the  Payments  due 
since  the  first  Day  of  November  lost,  have  not  been  made,  by  tbd 
'  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Counties,  vizt.. 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia £3,130 

Bucks  County 1,815 

Chester  Ditto  '...1,870 

Lancaster  &  Dauphin  Dittos 4,195 

York  Ditto l,06O 

Cumberland  Ditto 2,110 

Northampton  Ditto 1,465 

Berks  Ditto 2,085 

Bedford  Ditto 950 

Northumberland  Ditto 1,110 

Westmoreland  Ditto 620 

Washington  Ditto 980 

Payette  Ditto 740 

Franklin  Ditto 1,350  - 

Montgomery  Ditto 1,000 

£24,380 
*  See  page  160,  also  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p  242. 
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A  Lisi  of  Names  of  tbe  delinqQent  Mortgagors  is  maae  out,  and 
ready  to  be  delivered  to  joar  Honors,  when  you  please  to  orler  it ; 
we  nave  already  issued  several  Precepts  for  Sale  of  sundry  dolin- 
qoeut  Mortgagors  Estates  and  shall  still  continue  the  same. 
We  are  vrith  due  Respect 

your  very  H'We  Serv't, 

GEORGE  SOHLOSSER,  1  m,„^,^ 
ROBERT  SMITH.  J  ^  '"^*^- 

Philad'a,  July  20th,  1787. 


SjSGBETART  of  COHGRESe  TO  PRBflL   FKANKLINy   1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  26th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  an  act  passed  the  23d,  by  the  United  States  in  Conmag 
fltfsembled,  limiting  the  time  for  all  persons  having  unliquidated 
olaima  agunst  the  confederacy  to  exhibit  such  claims  for  adjuet- 
ment;  as  all  accounts  not  exhibited  within  the  limited  times,  will 
be  preoloded  from  settlement  or  allowance.  I  have  to  request  the 
&Tor  of  your  Excellency  to  cause  this  act  to  be  published,  that  all 
the  Citizens  of  your  etate  whom  it  coneema  may  have  notice  thereof. 
With  the  greatest  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 

most  Hble.  Servi, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
Hie  EzeeUenej^  The  Prebidexit  of  Pennsylvaaia. 


Sbcrbcakt  of  FoREtdN  Affairs  to  Pr^b.  Franklin.— 

SiftSAlS  WITH  MOROCOO,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
New  York  office  for  foreign  affairs, 

27th  July,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  Your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed,  a  copy  of  the  signals  agreed  upon  between  the  United 
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States  and  the  Emperor  of  Moroooo^  bj  which  their  respeotive 
vesselg  are  to  be  kno^n  to  each  other  at  sea.  The  Design^  Sir,  of 
sending  jou  this  Paper  is,  that  such  American  Masters  of  vessels 
as  may  make  Tojages  from  your  Commonwealth,  in  the  course  of 
which  they  may  Expect  to  meet  with  Cruisers  from  Morocco,  may 
be  supplied  with  copies. 

I  have  the  Honor  io  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Tonr 

Excellency's  most  obdt. 

and  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
Ifidortedf 

1787,  July  27th*  Prom  The  Honhle  John  Jay,  Esquire,  Sec'ry 
of  foreign  affairs,  inclosing  the  signals  to  be  nsed  between  the 
United  States  and  Morocco. 

Head  in  Council  January  15th  1787,  and  copy  sent  to  Doctor 
PhUe. 

(Copy. 

The  following  signals  are  agreed  upon  between  Commodore  Raid 
Farache  on  the  part  of  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the 
Honble  Thomas  Barclay,  Esq ,  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
America  on  their  part,  to  the  end  that  the  vessels  of  both  Parties 
may  be  known  to  each  other  at  sea. 
^or  vessels  of  two  or  three  Masts. 

In  the  Day,  a  blue  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  end  of  the 
main  yard ;  and  in  the  night,  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  same 
place. 
For  vessels  of  one  Mast  only. 

In  the  Day,  a  bine  Pendant  is  to  be  hoisted  at  the  Mast  Head ; 
and  in  the  Night  a  Lantern  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  Ensign  Staff. 

Done  at  Morocco,  the  Ninth  Day  of  the  Month  of  Ramadan,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  two  hundred. 

(Signed,)  RAIS  FARACHE, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
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SbCRBTA&Y  OV  CONeEBSS  TO  PrB&  VRAmSJJtf,  178T. 

(Cirottl&r.) 
Office  of  Seoretary  of  GoDgrMS, 

Jrfy  Slgfc,  1787, 
Sir, 

Tbeie  being  bj  aooident  an  omission  of  the  word  "  Hospital/'  in 
the  act  of  Gongress,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  taransmit  to  Tour 
Excellency  on  the  25th.  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  reotify* 
ing  the  error  by  transmitting  herewith  another  authentic  copy  of 
the  Acty  and  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Ex6elleno/8 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  serrant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
ZHreded, 

His  Exedleneyy  The  President  of  Pennsylfwna. 


/ 


IiBDT.  Col.  Hariiar  to  Prbb.  Frankmn,  1787. 

Oamp  at  Post  Yincennes, 

August  7tb,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  EncIoM  to  your  Excellency  &  the  honorablo 
The  Council,  a  return  of  the  Peansylvania  troops  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  States  dated  this  day. 

Captain  Finney  hftving  written  to  me  that  it  is  his  wish  te  retire  * 
from  Service,  4bere  will  consequently  be  a  Vacancy  for  an  Ensign — 
1  therefore  bee  Leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  &  the  hcn- 
orable  ConncU  M'  Bobert  Thompson  (a  Bon  of  the  Late  General 
Thompson' s)  to  fill  the  same. 
1  have  the  boner  to  be, 

with  the  behest  esteem  &  respect, 
Yoor  Ezcelleney^s  ft  The 

honorable  Council's  moet  hble.  ft  obed'  Serv^^ 
JOS.  HARMAB, 
L*  Col.  Com*  1-*  U.  S.  Reg. 

Directed f 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,   Esq.,   President,  ft  The 
hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Penns3lvania. 
Indcnedy 

General  Harmar's  Letter— Read  Nov'r  2lBt,  l';87,  inclosing  a 
Return  of  the  Troops. 

8* 
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QaxxB  BnxoN  xo  CoLb  John  Fkahkuk,  178T« 

rAug.  9,1787. 
Sir, 
r    I1iaT«  ^nefcUyferosed  jour's  dated  the  first  of  Sept,  [  7  ]  &  think 

for  policy  good — with  regard  to  letting  the  Towns  on  the  Tioga. 
ikAnk  it  Mst  th«t  it  sheuhi  be  done  immediartelj,  Chat  any  ttan 
who  goes  on  may  immediately  ooenpy  his  own  &rm.    Ton  retfoested 
me  to  repair  to  the  Tioga  witbont  loss  of  time  bnt  I  think  if  yon 
reooBsider  the  matter  yoa  will  determine  to  the  contrary,  for  I  am 
sensible  that  if  I  at  present  leaTo  home  fbr  any  eonndersbb  time 
Iheie  will  foe  no  possibility  of  my  throwing  on  many  settlers  this 
Fall,  for  whish  reason  I  shall  not  go  <m  at  present,  but  determine 
to  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  throw  on  settlers  &  I  think  I  riiaU 
send  on  a  very  considerable  number  this  fall  ft  fix  a  plan  to  fill  the 
Comntry  in  the  spring— your  policy  will  nudonbtedly  indooe  you  10 
not  sniffer  provisions  to  bis  carried  from  jour  settleiseat,  but  abofo 
all  I  most  eanestly  adtise  jou  to  crush  your  enemies  k  pursuo 
them  to  the  pit  k  depend  I  will  assist  you  so  lur  as  in  my  power  A 
aball  expect  that  when  I  hear  firom  yoa  again,  there  will  not  be  aa 
Acan  found  in  your  Camp  &  trust  von  will  vot  suffer  the  unlial* 
lowed  feet  oi  a  Penimite  to  tread  on  the  Land  which  the  Lord  hath 
gifea  yoo.  I  am,  Sir,  with  Hespeot, 

jr.  mo.  obedient  humble  Serrant, 

CALBB  BENTON. 
N.  B. — ^Please  to  present  my  compliments  to  Major  Jenkins  ft 
inform  him  I  am  determined  that  bis  God  shall  be  my  God. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  422.] 


Sbcbetaey  oif  CoNGBBS*  TO  Pbbs.  Fbanklin,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of*  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  10th,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Sxcellency  herewith  en- 
closed a  stato  of  the  representation  in  Congress  for  the  month  of 
July.  By  this  and  the  former  statements  jour  Excellency  will  see 
that  rinoe  the  first  Monday  in  November  last  the  United  States 
hare  not  been  represented  more  than  three  dajs  bj  10  States, 
thirty  days  by  9  States  and  forty  days  bj  7  and  8  States.  I  submit 
this  to  the  consideration  of  jour  Excellenoj, 
and  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect 
jour  Exoellencj's  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  seryant, 
Directed;  CHA.  THOMSON. 

Ujs  EzccUencj,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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TiMoray  PioKKRiM  TO  PitM.  PRAirtcLiir,  ITWr.' 

WilkeBborg,  Goanty  of  Lmerne, 

A  letter  from  a  friend  adyieed  me  ihtt  GaaftoU  had  appoisted 
William  Montgomery,  Esq'iy  a  Oommission^r  ta  ezaaina  the  olaima 
ef  the  Conneeticnt  Settlers  in  ,thia  Gouatjy  in  the  room  of  GeaL 
Heiater,  remgned.'*'  I  had  an  opportvnitj  of  writing  to  Mr.  Moat* 
gomerj  to  inform  him  of  it,  or  rather  to  urge  hie  aooeptanee  ef  the 
offioe.  I  reo'd  his  answer  last  eyening ;  by  which  I  find  that  mf 
letter  which  reached  him  lest  Thnrsday  gaye  Kim  the  firei  votioe  of 
his  appointment.  He  has  consented,  nay  determined^  to  serye.  I 
azpressed  my  opinion  to  him,  that  not  ooly  the  peace  of  this  aoatoty, 
bnt  perhaps  of  the  state,  depended  en  an  immediate  execution  of 
the  hw  for  confirming  the  Oonneotioat  tillea.  Xhe  nneaeiness  of 
the  people  at  the  delays  which  haye  happened  is  grsater  then  I 
conld  haye  imagined;  and  John  Franklin  and  his  adherenis  are 
yery  indnstrions  to  infnse  snspioiona  into  the  minds  of  the  settkn 
that  these  delays  are  designed,  and  that  the  law  will  neyer  bn 
SMried  into  execnticn.  Until  this  lasr  begins  to  operate,  to  aade* 
ceiye  the  people,  misled  by  Franklin's  prediotioas  and  falsehoodsi 
the  execnUon  of  the  lawa  in  general  will  be  difficult.  The  people, 
with  sach  doubts  on  their  minds,  will  be  ayerse  from  aiding  the 
sheriff  and  magistrates,  or  yield  them  but  a  fiunt  snpport. 

If  Mr.  Montgomery's  commission  should  haye  been  forwarded,  X 

Eray  that  a  certifioate  of  the  appointment,  duly  authenticated,  may 
e  furnished  to  Mr.  Eyans  who  will  return  hither  without  delay ; 
and  that  certificate  forwarded  to  Mr.  Montgomery  ^if  his  commis- 
sion sbonld  not  sooner  reach  hin%)  would  authorize  his  coming 
hither  &  being  sworn ;  for  which  reason,  Colo.  Denison  (who  was 
going  to  attend  in  Oouncil,)  will  remain  here,  to  administer  the  oath 
to  Mr.  Montgomery;  because  the  law  requires  that  it  be  taken 
before  one  of  the  Council,  or  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

yery  respectfully  sir, 

your  Excellency's  obed't  Seryant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Btate  of  Pennsylyania. 

*  See  page  160. 


FKSNSriiYAMU  ABGSITXS  1787.  tn 


PhUad'a,  Angost  17ih,  1787. 
Sir, 

If  jon  shoald  not  hare  Bet  off  for  Wilkesberry  before  you  reeeive 
this,  Council  request  jou  will  proceed  with  Mr.  Evans — the  situa- 
tion of  affairs  in  the  settlement  requires  there  should  be  as  little 
delaj  as  possible. — If  anything  should  happen  to  prevent  your 
attending,  inform  Council  by  the  first  opportunity,  that  we  may  ap- 
point some  person  in  your  room. 
I  am  Sir^ 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
GHABLES  BIDDLE, 

V.  President.    ^ 

Stephen  Bailie*;  Esqfr. 


V.  p.  BiPMB  TO  T.  PiCKBKISa,  1787, 

lu  Councili 
Philadelphia,  Angut  17th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  to  Oouudl  of  the  13th'*'  inst.,  was  this  day  reoeiTed 
by  Mr.  Evans.  Connoii  wrote  to  Mr.  Montgomery  the  day  after 
his  appointment,  and  a  oommisnoB  was  sent  for  him  by  Mr.  Balliot| 
who  we  expected  would  have  been  with  yon  before  the  date  of  your 
letter^  we  now  send  another  Commission  for  him^  you  c&n  cancel 
one  <k  them. 

We  have  been  inf<>ymed  that  some  people  at  HndsoiK  in  the 
aettlement  are  determined  to  oppose  the  exeoution  of  the  Law ;  as 
government  is  doing  every  thing  tbey  can  to  satisfy  the  sobers  we 
hope  there  is  no  foundation  for  what  we  have  heard ;  koyf&vet^  you 
had  better  be  on  your  guard,  and  atten^ve  to  the  proceedings  of 
any  person  or  persons  in  the  asMlement;  yon  suqsee^  of  being  nil* 
firiendly  to  Government. 

^    I  am^  Sir,  Tour 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 

V.  President 
Directed^ 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq. 

*  See  page  176. 
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CoMMiaSioNSBfl  OH  BousDAxi  LiHB  TO  CoimciLi  1787. 

Obflervatory  on  ihelKreife  aidd  of  ConawaogOi 

^  August  29th^  1787. 
GenUemen, 

We  now  take  the  earliest  opportunity  we  bave  had  of  acquainting 
you  with  the  progress  we  have  made  in  the  business  which  you  have 
intrusted  to  us.  We  arrived  at  the  Cawwanishee  Fkts  on  the  11th 
day  of  June,  where  the  90th  milestone  was  set  up  last  season.-^ 
The  Susquehannah  was  remarkably  low,  which  prevented  our  Boats 
making  the  necessary  expedition.  From  the  90th  mile-stone  we 
sent  our  Instruments  up  the  Thyesa  in  Canoes  about  10  miles ;  our 
water-carriage  then  failed,  and  we  had  recourse  to  our  Pack-Horses, 
but  the  ruggedness  of  the  country  at  the  Heads  of  the  Susque- 
hannahi  Geneaeeo  and  Allegany  Riversi  sooned  killed,  and  ren* 
dered  useless  about  two-thuds,  but  fortunately  for  our  business, 
when  the  Horses  failed^  we  found  ourselves  on  a  small  bcandi  of 
the  Allegany  River ;  necessity  then  pointed  out  the  propriety  of 
useing  water-carriage  as  much  as  possible,  we  immediately  set  about 
making  canoes,  and  by  the  spirited  exertions  bf  our  men,  with  no 
other  implements  than  three  falling  Axes,  two  or  three  Tomahawks, 
and  a  Chisel,  li  Inch  wide,  we  hiid  compleated  in  six  days  for  the 
use  of  our  Pennsylvania  party  5  excellent  Canoes,  two  of  which 
are  between  40  and  50  tl^et  in  length.  These  Canoes  with  our 
Stores,  Instruments  and  Baggage,  we  hauled  10  miles  down  a  sbal* 
low  stream  to  the  main  Allegany  River,  .our  progress  now  began  to 
appear  less  difficult,  and  we  prepared  to  proceed  down  the  River  to 
a  proper  place  for  correcting  the  random  Line  by  astronomical  obser- 
vation, but  the  day  preoeeding  our  intended  movement,  we  were 
ordered  by  the  Indians  to  discontinue  the  Line  'till  after  a  Treaty 
should  be  held.  We  met  them  at  the  time  and  place  appointed, 
explained  the  nature  and  propriety  of  ike  business  we  were  about, 
and  finally  permitted  to  proceed.  We  have  notwithstanding  these 
diffienlti^,  ooiiipleated  the  Line  to  the  167  mile-stone  from  the 
Delaware,  and  expect  to  have  28  miles  more  finished  in  a  few  days, 
and  the  fullest  ezpeelation  of  finishing  the  business  this  season  in 
flood  time,  if  not  impeded  by  some  uncommon  difficulty  or  aooi- 
dent. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Tour  very  Hbl.  Servants, 

ANDW.  ELLICOTT, 
ANDREW  PORTER. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
Pennsylvania. 
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In  OoiiiMfl; 
Philadelphia,  September  lat,  1787. 
Sir, 

Haying  the  ntmosi  relianoe  upon  jour  Tigilanoe,  and  attachment 
lo  the  state,  Council  have  appointed  jon  Lieotenant  of  the  Connty 
of  Lnserne.*  Should  any  person  be  so  wicked  as  to  attempt  to  dia-* 
torb  the  settlement,  joa  may  rely  npon  the  support  of  govemment 
in  any  legal  measures  you  may  find  neoessaiy  to  pieverve  the  peace 
of  the  County. 

You  are  to  hold  the  Election  for  officers  for  the  Militia  as  soon 
as  you  can  agreeable  to  law. 
I  an^  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 
Vice  President. 


V.  P.  BiBDLB  TO  T.  PicKBRiKO  &  S.  Balmet,  .1787: 

In  Council, 
Philadelphia,  September  the  Ist,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding,  Government  are  taking  every  measure  in  their 
power  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Luaeme,  we  are  informed  some 
iricked  persona  are  endeavouriDg  to  deceive  the  people  and  prevent 
the  execution  of  the  Law.  Understanding  that  John  Franklin  is  at 
the  head  of  this  opposition,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  him.  If  you  are  of  opinion  it  will  tend  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  Country,  you  can  have  it  executed  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Court,  however,  we  leave  you  to  judge  of  the 
time  it  should  be  executed,  or  if  you  think  it  advisable  you  may 
have  it  suppressed. 

You  may  assure  the  people  of  the  county,  that  every  encourage- 
ment will  be  siven  to  the  Peaceable  Citizens,  and  that  those  who  may 
occasion  any  disturbance  in  the  settlement  shall  be  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  Law. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

CHA.  BIDDLE, 
Vice  President. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  2C4. 
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SsCRBTABt  Ot  OOOMTBttS.  ta  Pb».  FkAItKLIK,   1787. 

OfiM  of  S^cretaiy  of  Congrew, 

Sept.  8d,  1787. 
Sir; 

I  bare  tbe  honor  to  traiumit  to  your  Exoeileooy  btrowHh  oacloaed 
a  state  of  the  Repreaentatioa  in  Congreae  for  the  Month  of  A^g«Bt 
last — ^and  am. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Tour  Ezoelleiio/s  nest  obedient 
&  most  Humble  servanti 

CUAS.  THOMSON.* 
His  Ezodlencyi  The  President  of  Peni^lmnia, 


T.  PicKBRura  to  Prbs.  F&akklin,  1787. 

Wilkesborongb,  Sept.  5;  1787. 
Sir; 

I  was  honored  with  a  letter  from  Council,  inclosing  a  commission 
for  Ool.  Butler,  whom  they  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  lieutenant 
of  this  county.  It  arrived  opportunely.  The  Gol.^  accepted  the 
Commission,  which,  by  permission,  I  read  in  the  County  Court,  ia 
the  hearing  of  the  grand  &  trayerse  juries,  &  the  spectators ;  and  in 
open  court  I  also  Mministered  to  him  the  oaths  of  allegiance  &  of 
office,  and  read  the  Council's  letter  to  him,  repeating,  with  an  em* 
phasis,  that  part  in  which  the  aid  of  goiremment  is  promised  in  sup- 
port of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  county. 

Franklin  &  Jenkins  were  at  Tio^  last  Monday ;  and  on  Tuesday 
were  to  sit,  with  Beach  &  others,  to  receive  &  examine  the  claims  of 
the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  to  the  lands  in  their  possession } 
agreeably  to  an  advertisement  posted  np  at  Tioga  by  their  order.  A 
GoL,  Mclnster,  i^om  Hudson,  (Claverac)  and  one  Alleoi  from 
Rhode  Island,  are  said  to  have  met  them  there.  I  have  a  depoaitioii 
declaring  that  one  of  their  company  confessed  that  their  plan  was  to 
erect  an  independent  state.  This  deponent's  information  came  firom 
the  person  to  whom  the  confession  was  mado.  Another  person 
arrived  this  evening  from  Tioga,  but  I  am  not  informed  what  intel- 
ligence he  brings.    Two  of  the  Justices  here  intend  shortly  to  be  in 
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Philadelphia,  by  whom  I  will  oommaDicate  pardcularlji  whateyer 
shall  appear  worthy  of  the  notioe  of  the  CouacQ. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  moet  obedient  serranty 

T.  PICKEaiNG.* 

P.  S.    Coancira  letter  to  the  Gommiraionera  was  alflo  t^eeiyed 
by  Mr.  Nichols. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 


Chbrokm  I5DUW  Women  to  PitES.  Pranklut,  1787. 

Brother^ 

I  am  in  hopes  my  Brothers  &  the  Beloyed  men  near  the  water  side 
will  heare  from  me.  This  day  I  filled  the  pipes  that  they  smoaked  in 
piece,  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  smoake  has  Reached  np  to  the  skies 
above.  I  here  sefid  you  a  piece  of  the  same  Tobacco,  and  am  in 
hopes  yon  &  yoar  Beloyed  men  will  smoake  it  in  Friendship— and 
I  am  glad  in  my  heart  that  I  am  the  mother  of  men  that  will  smoak 
it  in  piece. 
Brodier, 

I  am  in  hopes  if  yon  Rightly  conmder  it  that  wooMn  is  the  mother 
of  All — and  that  woman  Does  not  pnll  Children  oat  of  Treta  or 
Stamps  nor  out  of  old  Logs,  bat  oo*  of  their  Bodies,  so  that  they 
onght  to  mind  what  a  woman  says,  and  look  open  her  as  a  mother 
— and  I  haye  Taken  the  priyelage  to  Speak  to  yon  aa  my  own  Chil- 
dren, ft  the  same  as  if  you  had  sucked  my  Breast — and  I  am  in 
hopes  you  haye  a  beloved  woman  amongst  you  who  will  help  to  put 
her  Children  Right  if  they  do  wrong,  as  I  shall  do  the  same — the 
great  men  have  all  |>romi8ed  to  Keep  the  path  clear  ft  straight,  as 
my  Children  shall  Keep  the  path  clear  ft  white  so  that  the  Mes- 
sengers shall  go  ft  come  in  safety  Between  us — the  pld  people  is 
never  done  Talking  to  their  Children — ^which  makes  me  say  so  much 
as  I  do.  The  Talk  you  sent  to  ma  was  to  talk  to  my  Children, 
whieh  I  have  done  this  day,  and  they  all  liked  my  Talk  well,  which 
I  am  in  hopes  you  will  heare  from  me  Every  now  ft  then  that  I  keep 
my  Children  in  piece — tho'  I  am  a  woman  giving  you  this  Talk,  X 
am  in  hopes  that  you  and  all  the  Beloved  men  in  Congress  will 
pay  particular  Attention  to  it,  as  I  am  Delivering  it  to  you  from  the 
Bottom  of  my  heart,  that  they  will  Lay  this  on  the  white  stool  in 
Congress,  wishing  them  all  well  ft  success  in  all  their  undertakings—- 
I  hold  fiiBt  the  goodTalk  I  Received  from  you  my  Brother,  ft  thanks 

•  Col.  Beo*,  VoL  XV.,  p.  878. 
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you  kindly  for  your  good  Talks,  tt  your  presents,  &  the  kini 
usage  yoa  gave  to  niy  son. 

From  KATTEUHA; 

The  Beloved  woman  of  Chota. 
Moses  Price  ft  Tom  Ben,  Linohesters. 
Sth  Sept.,  1787. 
Indaraedf 

From  Kaattahee,  Scoleoutta  and  Kaattahee,  Indian  Women. 
His  Exoellencjy  Beojamin  Franklin,  OoTornor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Reo.  of  Mr.  John  Niokleson,  ComtroUer  Qen.  of  the  state  of  Penii- 
BylTaniay  hj  the  hands  of  Altzander  Promgoole.  2  Oorgets  of  Siher 
for  the  Great  Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Also  one  silver  hair- 
plate  ft  2  pair  of  Silver  Bohs  for  the  Beloved  woman.  Given  nudw 
our  hands  iiKlhota,  this  7th  Sept.,  1787. 
I'est  Present. 

MOSES  PRICE,  KAATTAHEE,  or  Qom.lVwel. 

RICH.  FIELD.  SCOLECUTTA,  or  Hanging  maw. 

KATTEUHA,  or  Beloved  W 


Ree'd  of  his  Ezoellenoy,  Benjamin  Franklin,  by  the  bands  of 
Alexander  Dnnngoole,  2  Silver  meddles  for  the  Qnkk  Chiefes. 
Also  his  BzeelleDoey'a  piotnre  in  Silver  for  tb*  Beloved  Woman, 
Given  under  our  bands  in  Gbola,  Oberokae  Naiian.  this  7th  Sept, 
1787. 
Witnesses  Present. 

MOSES  PRICE,        KAATTAHEE,  or  Com  TasseL 
JNO.  MARTIN,        SCOLECUTTA,  or  Hangiug^maw. 
RICH.  FIELD.         KATTAUHA,  or  Beloved  Woman. 


Joseph  Hamilton  to  Ool.  John  Franklin  at  W70]mre« 

178T. 

Hillsdale,  Sept.  8, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  flatter  myself  Starkweather  will  be  able  to  sive  yon  that  infor- 
mation of  our  Ideas  of  policy  which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to 
you  all  and  that  you  will  be  of  oar  mind,  think  as  we  do  on  the 
subject  Notwithstanding  what  I  wrote.about  the  Town  of  Strong 
&o.,  to  reserve  it  yet  upon  farther  consulting  we  give  it  up,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  settle  as  they  think  best,  the  other 
Towns  we  wish  to  have  surveyed  imd  lotted  aad  fifty  lotts  in  eaeh 
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imrvey  in  tfte  best  IstidB  any  where  in  yonr  town  and  Bend  na  the  rtatl 
of  eaeh  ft  we  will  instantly  fill  them  with  settlers  as  many  as  yot 
)>lea8C;  only  sire  no  one  man  more  or  less  than  one  hnndred  acres 
for  Betdingy  f  mean  of  good  land  or  an  eonivalent  thereto,  yon  write 
as  thotfgh  you  thought  us  diseouraged,  I  don't  know  ^at  we  have 
given  you  any  just  reason  for  such  an  opinion.  I  am  not  in  the 
least  d^aeouraged  hi  ease  yon  do  as  yon  write,  nay,  I  can  say  more  I 
am  willing  to  risque  any  thing  I  possess  upon  it,  I  do  not  eonoeite 
I  have  given  you  any  just  reason  to  make  the  conclusions  yon  do 
make,  however  I  heartily  excuse  you,  if  is  time  to  be  jealous,  your 
jealousy  begins  with  your  friexHlS;  it  will  be  well  if  it  continueB^ft 
ends  with  your  enemies. 

N.  B. — ^Nothing  in  our  power  to  retain  our  lands  has  been  hither- 
to omitted  ft  you  shall  never  have  any  reason  to  judge  that  we  will 
for  the  fatore  relax  in  tlie  least — ^firom  your  constant  friend  ft 
aervanti 

JOS.  HAMILTON. 

P.  8. — ^I  can  write  no  more  letters  at  present  for  want  of  time, 
tell  Mr.  Kinsley  his  family  is  w^l,  my  best  compliments  to  him  ft 
Gapt.  Allen  ft  I  thank  them  for  their  letters,  will  embrace  the  first 
opportunity  to  write. 


JOSBPH  HaMILTOBT  TO  JOHK  PftAWKLIir,  1T8T. 

Septem.  10,1787. 
Rr, 

lam  just  now  informed  by  Captain  Coon  of  this  place  that  yester^ 
day  afternoon  Captain  Strong  crossed  this  River  on  his  way  to 
Wyoming — that  he  said  he  had  masters  with  hhn  necessary  to  lay 
before  the  PennsyWania  Commissioners  f<a  a  confirmation  of  his 
lands,  that  he  was  detormined  to  pursue  it,  that  he  had  determined 
heretofore  to  hold  it  under  Connecticut  claim,  bat  that  was  over^ 
the  Laws  were  in  esetcise  ft  it  was  to6  late.  You  will  let  your 
demies  secure  their  lands  under  that  title,  pass  ft  repass  iu  that 
Country,  wait  on  their  eommiesioners  ftc.,  without  obstruetion,  but 
will  scold  at  your  friends,  nay  your  best  fHends  who  would  risque 
every  thing  dear  to  them  fbr  your  safety  and  welfare,  nay  yoti  will 
reprobate  them  for  the  most  distant  proposal,  in  short  such  poHcy 
appean,  to  me  to  be  a  very  visible  matter.  I  have  known  many  a 
patient  in  a  highly  inflammatory  feyer,  being  attended  by  a  timid 
physician  who  dare  not  let  blood,  suffer  the  disolution  of  his  whole 
body  barely  for  want  of  drawing  a  little  Blood  from  the  arm. 

Nay  Gentlemen  suffer  me  to  advise  you  that  if  you  suffer  Penn- 
sylvania Politicks  any  longer  to  intermingle  with  yours  then  to  take 
Strongs  method,  get  a.  confirmation  of  the  land  from  them  and  then 
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find  BOine  fod  to  parohase  of  joa,  and  so  save  aomethinj^  for  it  is  ft 
pity  that  men  who  have  first  fairly  purchased  the  Land  paid  for  it  a( 
a  dear  rate  and  suffered  eyery  thing  that  can  be  named  but  death 
itself  nay  have  lost  hundreds  of  lives  in  defence  of  it  throu|^  a  long 
&  bloody  war  &  in  that  defence  have  defended  the  lives  &  property 
of  those  very  state  dignified  &  dirty  rascals  who  now  mean  to  posseBS 
it,  I  say  now  without  the  flash  of  a  single  Qun  rifle  or  any  of  the 
least  resistance  to  be  manuevered  trucked  and  jockeyed  out  of  the 
whole  is  too  much  for  people  who  have  had  the  name  of  brave  people^ 
bat  if  you  should  in  proper  time  afford  a  manly  resistance  to  a  power 
exercised  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  world,  for  the  most  villamous  pur- 
poses my  desire  is  that  you  should  reserve  an  handsome  seat  on  the 
Tioga  point  for  we  think  it  policy  in  such  case,  that  either  Doctor 
Benton  or  myself  should  remove  to  that  place  in  the  Spring  to  con- 
tinue there — ^this  matter  we  have  talked  of  between  us  &  agreed  on, 
but  we  can  do  nothing  without  your  exertions  Ik  that  resolute  ones  to, 
we  have  got  the  money  chest  in  possession,  we  are  very  sensible  of, 
but  then  yon  have  the  key,  no  righteous  wheel  will  move  untill 
you  move  and  that  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  world  know  70a 
are  in  earnest,  they  all  think  you  are  jesting,  madness  in  you  wotdd 
not  surprize  the  world  half  so  much  as  has  your  past  conduct,  for 
surely  oppression  maketh  the  wise  man  mad,  we  naturally  reason 
thus  either  that  you  are  not  wise  men  or  that  the  scripture  is  not 
true.  Be  assured  the  greatest  outrages  attended  with  a  thousand 
inadvertencies  &  even  large^imprudence  wouldafford  much  less  aston- 
ishment in  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large,  then  the  calm,  soft,  easy 
Lethargy  &  pusillanimous  scenes  that  are  now  passing  in  that 
county.  Another  observation,  True  policy  knows  no  passion,  you 
all  will  therefore  calmly  consider  the  whole  matter  as  to  the  preoise 
time  to  begin,  but  sure  I  am,  that  if  it  is  not  done  this  fall  you  can- 
not have  much  succour  from  this  quarter. 

N.  B.  upon  hearing  from  me,  I  anticipate  your  observations,  you 
say  Dr.  Hamilton  is  a  cowaid,  he  fights  well  at  a  distance  but  he 
will  not  venture  his  own  skin,  he  can  talk  and  write  but  that  is  aU| 
&c.,  &o« 

I  own  I  was  never  bred  a  Warrior,  I  am  no  fighter,  am  of  a  timid 
make  &c.,  but  I  call  Q-^  to  witness  that  my  feelings  are  that  in 
equal  combat  in  the  present  cause,  I  would  not  think  myself  in  to  much 
danger  to  encounter  the  men  you  have  on  the  ground,  and  if  you  will 
contrive  any  way  that  I  may  do  Justice  to  my  large  &  Tender 
Family  who  have  already  suffered  every  thing  bat  death  in  that 
oountry,  I  will  be  with  you  in  a  fortnight,  but  then  you  shall  make 
a  noise  or  I  will  not  tarry  to  die  such  a  tapering  death. 

JOS.  HAMILTON.* 

[Letter  Book  Vol.  L  p.  424.] 

*  Not  directed,  but  probably  to  Col.  P. 
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Joseph  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  Franklin,  1787. 

Gitj  HadBon^  September  10, 1787. 
Sir, 

I  now  sit  down  to  obgerye  on  a  elatise  of  yotur  letter  which  in  mj 
finrmer  was  nnnotioed.  Yon  say  yon  cannot  eonoieye  from  whence 
my  feara  arose.  I  will  tell  yon  air,  how  it  i^*prineinal  k  leading 
diaraeters  here  will  believe  that  yod  never  will  be  able  to  klink  np 
a  Babbery  there  ft  act  on  a  different  scale  of  policy  untill  yon  have 
really  done  it  ft  tintili  that  ia  done  the  tmth  is  they  will  not  venture 
any  further  part  of  their  property  or  character  so  that  you  readly 
see  yonr  sobemee  at  an  end,  for  what  can  I  do  to  all  ont  of  my 
private  pocket — moreover  Sir,  if  I  should  tell  them  that  there  was 
something  about  to  be  done  which  by  the  way  would  be  dangerous, 
our  enemies  may  take  the  hint  too  soon,  nay  if  I  could  in  order  to  prove 
it  show  some  clause  in  your  letter  which  I  have  often  done  to  keep  up 
their  spirits,  they  would  immediately  say  this  has  been  an  old  story 
for  a  long  time,  we  do  not  believe  it.  Colonel  Franklin  is  mistaken 
in  his  pofioy  from  what  we  hear  almost  every  day,  it  is  very  probable 
to  US  that  he  will  be  in  person  soon  if  he  is  not  alreaoy  in  the 
practice  of  Physic  where  life  is  in  question,  it  is  an  observation  of  Dr, 
Huxbam  that.the  low  ft  timid  method  of  practice  is  as  reprehensi- 
ble aa  the  bold  ft  quirioal,  for  while  the  one  neglects  an  opportunity 
never  to  be  regained,  the  other  wafts  you  off  the  stage  in  a  moment. 

However  if  you  suddenly  ft  in  a  proper  time  sever  the  wheat  from 
the  chaff  among  you,  ft  suffer  not  a  dissenting  whisper  among  you, 
I  can  assure  you  this  part  of  the  world  will  be  better  in  removing  them 
aa  soon  aa  they  know  of  such  a  matter. 

From  your  friend  ft  servt. 

JOSEPH  HAMILTON. 

P.  S.  I  think  you  have  ft  harbour  in  your  Country  a  curious 
monster  of  two  heads  in  one  body,  for  what  else  are  your  two  setts  of 
Commissioners  which  you  allow  among  you,  granting  the  same  lands. 
Gore  said  in  his  letter  to  me  that  as  soon  as  they  meddled  with  the 
title  of  lands  he  would  find  Indians  enough  to  protect  them.  Where 
are  Gore's  Indians,  are  they  scattered  away  by  his  new  settlers  at 
Newtown. 

One  obervation  more  I  think  important  which  is  that  no  one 
non-resident  proprietor  whatever  ought  to  hold  any  piece  of  land 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  to  settlers  who 
win  immediately  take  possession  but  the  Commissioners  ought  to 
dispose  of  the  Lands  and  keep  fair  Records  of  their  Transactions 
and  in  future  make  ample  compensation. 

[Letter  Book;  Page  423.] 
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Jamxs  Harbis  to  Jambs  McLbnb,  1787. 

Gonemagh|  Sept  thellth,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Commissre.  for  laying  ont  the  road  from  the  Frankstowii 
branch  of  Jaoiatta  to  the  river  Gooemagh  hav^  tlys  daj  oomf  lealed 
that  biunneaa  As  it  is  impossiUe  for  a^y  set  of  men  to  perfoiu  or 
do  any  aot  or  thing  in  which  the  public  are  inteieef^d,  to  the  satia- 
faction  of  every  person  we  do  not  ezpeet  tQ  escape  the  eensare  of 
many.  The  retuzn  of  the  road  will  be  prcseQted  to  Council  by  the 
bearer  Esqr.  Elder.  I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  our  pro* 
oeeding.  When  the  ,Couunis3iooer8  met  at  F^ukstown  they  ex- 
pected to  find  the  Conemagb  a  navigable  stream  at  some  seaaona  at 
least  as  high  up  as  the  mouth  of  Stony  creek ;  upoa  examination  we 
found  the  channel  sufficiently  exteoaive  bufc  ao  obstructed  by 
numerous  rocks  &  falls  at  the  gaps  thpougb  Laurel  Hill  &  Chestnat 
ridge  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  at  the  most  favorable  Seasons,  wo 
ifith  a  ereat  deal  of  care,  with  the  assistanoe  of  the  beat  woodaman, 
explored  the  Country  ou  the  south  side  of  Conemagb  over  the  Laurel 
Hill  &(  Chestnut  ridge  &  find  the  ground  so  mountainous  so  rocky  & 
swampy  on  that  side,  that  we  were  of  opinion  it  waa  better  to  bring 
the  road  down  the  north  side  below  the  Laurel  hill  &  Chestnut  ridge 
the  land  carriage  tis  true  is  something  farther,  as  the  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  Stoney  creek  to  Frankstown  will  be  about  80  miles  aa 
the  road  must  go,  to  the  mouth  of  Black  lick  from  Frankstown  43  i 
the  diff.  is  13}  miles  which  difference  is  amply  compensated  by  the 
difference  of  the  ground  over  which  the  roads  must  pass.  The  road 
as  'tis  laid  out  is  upon  good  ground  there  b  no  difficulty  in  Crossing 
Allegany  mountains  the  Laurell  Hill  or  Chestnut  ridge,  there  are 
few  waters  to  cross  except  Springs,  What  we  have  done  we  intended 
for  the  best,  we  submit  it  to  the  judgement  of  Council  hoping  for 
their  approbation. 

I  am.  Sir, 

with  every  mark  of  esteem. 

Your  much  obliged  Humble  Servt 

JAMES  HARRIS. 
James  Mclicne  Esqr. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  278,  274. 


PENNSYLYANU  ABCHIVBS  1787.  I8T[ 

V*  P.  BiPPW  XO  AsSBMBfcT,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philad'a,  Sept  20tlx,  1787. 
Sh*! 

Conncil  being  of  opinfon  timi  tbe  enoloBed  letters  from  the  Gom- 
mitfionen,'*'  now  at  WilkbarM)  contained  information  that  requirea 
Immediate  oofuttderation,  haye  ordered  that  it  be  transmitted  to  the 
Honble  the  ^en.  Assembly. 

I  am^  Sir,  Yonr 

obedient  and 

humble  Servant, ' 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 
V.  President. 
Directed 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Qen.  Assembly. 


Pbbs.  Franklin  to.  Gov.  Clinton  op  N.  Y.,  1787. 

In  Council,  Sept  22, 1787. 
Sir, 

Your  Exoellency  will  see  by  the  Papers  &  Letters  of  Intelligenoe, 
which  I  hare  the  honour  of  epmmunioating  to  yon,  that  there  are 
a  Number  of  disorderly  People  ooUeoting  near  the  Line  that  dirides 
our  two  States,  who  are  ioipatient  of  regular  Goyernment,  and 
seise  upon  and  presume  to  dispose  of  lands  oonta-ary  to  and  in  Defiance . 
of  the  Laws.  It  has  appeased  to  us  by  other  eyidenoe .  that  their 
Numbers  are  daily  increasing  by  yagabouds  from  all  quarters^  and 
that  they  expect  Reinforcements  from  SbtQ^^s  late  Partisans;  and  pur* 
pose  defending  their  proceedings  by  Force  of  Arms.  Your  Excel- 
lency will  be  sensible  with  us  of  the  Misobief,  suoh  a  Body  of 
Banditti  may  be  capable  of  occasioning  to  both  our  States,  if  suf- 
fered to  increase  and  establish  themselves  in  that  country;  The 
Vicinity  of  the  Boundary  Line  affording  them  at  present  an  im- 
aginary security,  since  if  pursued  by  the  Authority  of  one  of  the 
States,  tbey  can  easily  step  over  into  the  others.  Your  Excellency's 
Beadiness  manifested  on  former  occasions,  to  aid  the  operations  of 
general  Justice,  even  in  neighbouring  Governments,  leaves  no  room 
to  doubt  of  your  concurring  with  us  in  the  Measures  that  mav  be 
neoeasary  to  defeat  the  projects  of  those  peopfe,  some  of  whose 
Leaders  are  said  to  be  Inhabitants  of  your  State ;  for  the  concerting 
sach  Measures  the  Council  of  this  government  unanimously  and 

*  Relative  to  a  division  line,  between  Northumberland  &  Lazeme. — ^Kot 
found,  bat  see  Col.  £od.|  Yoi  XY.,  p.  276. 


188  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCniVES  1787. 

earaestlj  reqvMt  yoar  Bzoelleney  would  be  pleased  to  permit  oar 
Delegates  in  CongresB  to  haye  a  eonfereace  with  you. 
I  baye  the  honour  to  be, 

iTour  Ezoellenoy'i 
■iQ0t  obedient  and 

most  bumble  Serrant, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 

Premdent.* 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Geo.  Clintou,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  York. 


Pass.  Franklin  to  Delegates  in  Congksiss,  1787, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Sept  22, 1787. 
Gentlemen, 

Enclosed  is  a  Letter  to  Gov.  Clinton,  which  we  send  unsealed  for 
your  perusal,  with  the  several  Papers  of  Intelligence  that  accom- 
pany it.  The  Council  have  thought  of  sending  a  few  resolute  Men 
authorized  to  apprehend  and  bring  off  Franklin  and  Jenkins ;  but  if 
they  should  be  on  the  York  side  of  the  Line  it  might  be  impractio- 
able  without  the  Concurrence  of  that  Qoverment.  Yon  will  see 
that  we  have  requested  the  Governor  to  have  a  conference  with  you 
on  the  subject ;  in  which,  if  it  take  place ;  we  desire  you  would  not 
only  discuss  what  may  be  proper  for  the  securing  the  Ringleaders  of 
the  sedition,  but  concert  some  general  Measures  for  the  two  States 
to  take,  that  it  may  be  effectually  and  totally  suppressed  :  and  that 
ou  would  report  to  us  the  Result  of  your  conference  as  soon  as  may 


K 


With  great  esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient, 

bumble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
Pres. 

P.S. — You  will  see  the  Propriety  and  Necessity  of  keeping  the 
Proceedings  secret,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  Informeni  and  you 
will  return  the  enclosed  Papers.! 
DirecUd^ 

To  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

»  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XY.,  p.  278.    f  ^^ 
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Instkuctions  to  CoIu  Jno,  Cbaio,  1787. 

'  In  Council,  Sept  26, 1787, 

Kr, 

Yoa  are  to  idke  wliat  namber  of  Militia  too  think  necessary 
and  proceed  with  the  greatest  dispatch  to  Wilksbarre,  in  the  County 
of  Luzerne.  When  there;  if  jou  think  it  necessary  consult  Col, 
Pickering  on  the  best  method  you  can  take  to  apprehend  John 
Franklin^  John  Jenkins,  Zerah  Beach  and  John  McKitastry.* — 
Should  yon  take  all  or  any  of  those  men  Prisonera  you  are  to  bring 
them  to  Pbilada.  If  you  take  Franklin  at  Wilksbarre  do  not  pro- 
ceed any  further,  or  run  no  risque  of  losing  him  by  endeayouring  to 
apprehend  the  others. 

Council  have  the  utmost  reliance  on  your  secresy  and  your  prud- 
ence in  conducting  this  affair.     If  opposed  by  force,  yoa  ate  to  use 
force  and  execute  the  warrant  at  all  events. 
IHreciedy 

To  Col.  John  Craig. 


Aothue  St.  Claik,  (DBLBaATB  in  Congress)  to  Pebs. 
Fjranklin,  1787. 

New  York,  Sept  28, 1787. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  in  Council  of  the  22d| 
instant,  The  Delegates  of  the  Stato  had  yesterday  a  conference  with 
Governor  Clinton  upon  the  subject  of  the  Intelligence  contained  in 
the  Papers  inclosed  to  him. 

Governor  Clinton  seems  perfectly  well  disposed  to  concur  in  uiyi 
general  Measure  that  may  tend  to  preserve  the  Peace  of  the  two 
States;  but  he  apprehends  no  danger  from  most  of  the  Persons^ 
mentioned  in  those  Papers ;  on  the  contrary  lie  seems  to  think  they 
are  disposed  to  become  peaceable  and  orderly  Citisens  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  particularly,  Ar.  Moodrey,  [?]  m  whom  he  appeared  to 
have  a  confidence.  As  General  Irwin  and  Mr.  Bingham,  are  both 
going  to  Philada.,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  them  for 
more  particular  information. 

As  to  Franklin  and  Jenkins,  The  Delegates  are  of  opinion  that 
no  more  proper  method  can  be  pursued  than  that  suggested,  in  your 
Ezeellency's  Letter,  of  sending  a  few  resolute  men  to  tf^e  them 
off;  and  should  they  be  on  the  York  side  of  the  Line,  or  take  re- 
fnge  within  that  State,  the  apprehending  thom  will  give  no  offence 
to  the  Government.  On  the  contrary  the  Governor  is  ready  to 
concur  with  the  Measure,  and  to  that  end  has  proposed  that  the 

*  See  proolanatioii  for  their  arrest.— Col.  Beo.,  V.  XV.,  p.  279. 
Vol.  XI.— 9 
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warrant  that  nay  be  thought  jproper  ^o  iasae  against  jihoae  Hen,  be 
sent  here,  wh^  'he  will  get  it  backed  by  the  Chief  Justice,  and 
aooompanj  it,  so  backed,,  with  his  own  warrant  under  the  privy 
seAl  oommanding  all  the  Inhabitants,  (for  they  have  no  Magistrates) 
of  that  Diatriot  to  be  aiding  and  assistinj^in  apprehending  th^m. 
Should  Council  then  adopt  the  Measure,  if  joa  will  please  to  en- 
elose  the  warrant  to  me  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  presenting  it  to 
Governor  Clinton,  and  returning  it  to  your  Excellency. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

Sir,  Toor  EzoelleOGTy 
most  obedient  Bei'mnt, 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  ^q. 


Secrbtabt  of  Congress  to  Pabs.  Franklin,  1787. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Sept.  28th,  1787. 
Sir,  ,     . 

In  obedience  to  an  nnanimous  resolution  of  the  United  States  in 
Congre^  assembled,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  the  report  of  the  Convention*  lately 
assembled  at  Philadelphia,  together  with  the  resolutions  and  letter 
accompanying  the  same ;  and  have  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
will  be.  pleas^  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Legislature  in  order  that 
it  may  be  submitted  to  a  convention  of  Delegates  to  be  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  state  in  conformity  to  the  resolves  of  the  conven- 
tion made  and  provided  in  that  case. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exoellenoy's 
.  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Scrvt., 

CHA,  THOMSON. 
Direciedp 

His  {SzeeUe&V,  The  President  of  Peonsyltaiiia. 

*  Not  found. 
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Eksolutions  of  Conqbess,  1787. 

Fridaj,  September  28th,  1787. 
The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Present :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connccticnt,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Ponnsjlvania,.  Delaware,  Yirginia,  North  Garolinai 
Soath  Carolina  &  Georgia  and  from  the  Sute  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Boss. 

GongiBaB  bwring  reoeiyed  the  report  of  the  Convention  lately  ai- 
0Bmhled  in  Philaoelphia, 

Besolved  unanimously,  that  the  said  report,  with  the  resolutions 
and  Letter  accompanying  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the  seyeral 
Legislatures  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of  Delegates'*' 
eho«en  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  eooformity  to  the  re- 
solves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that  case. 

OHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Ebsoltjtion  op  Congrbss— Privileges  op  Coottjls,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  28th,  1787. 
Whereas  Doubts  have  in  oertaio  instances  arisen  whether  foreign 
Consuls  residing  in  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  an  Exemption 
from  such  legal  Imposts  and  Da^es  on  Merchandize,  by  them  im- 
ported for  their  own  Use,  as  are  psyable  by  other  Subjects  of  their 
respective  Nations. 

Resolved  that  no  Consuls  of  any  Nation  are  entitled  to  such  Ex- 
emptions in  the  United  States. 

(Copy.) 

(BSgned)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


3hobbtars^  op  Ooira&Eas  to  Prbs.  F&anklin,  1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

October  2d,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellettioy  herewith  enclosed 
a  state  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for  the  Month  of  Sep- 

•  The  origmal  retoms  of  the  delegat^  cbosen  in  the  several  coanties  are 
at  HarriBburgy  written  on  parchment,  with  the  name  of  each  signer,  and  his 
seal  affixed.     They  ought  to  be  framed.     We  may  print  them  hereafter. 
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tember,'*'  to  be  laid  before  tho  Le^slature^  pursuant  to  an  Aot  of 
17th  August,  1785 ;  also  two  Copies  of  the  Journal  of  OonsreBSi 
froon  the  10th  of  May  to  the  25th  of  September,  one  for  the  Legis- 
lative and  the  other  for  the  Executive  branch  of  Government. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Ezcellenoj's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  servt., 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penneyl* 
vania. 


V.  P.  BiDDLB  TO  Col.  Wm.  Wilsott,  1787. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  6th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Hbllenback  will  deliver  yon  fifty  stand  of  arms,  1  bun.  lb  of 
Powder  &  three  hundred  wt.  of  Lead,  which  you  are  to  take  charge 
of — ^till  you  hear  further  from  Council,  you  are  to  follow  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery's directions  respecting  the  disposal  of  the  Arms  &  Ammuni- 
tion. 

I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Vice  President.f 


Z.  Butler,  &o.,  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

His  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pros,  of  State. 

Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Oct.  6,  1787. 
Sir,. 

Doubtless  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  Coundl  have  heard  of  the 
disturbance  in  this  place  on  the  pight  of  the  second  inst.,  caused  by 
the  taking  of  John  Franklin  (as  now  supposed)  with  a  state  warrant ; 
with  pain  we  should  give  a  statement  of  all  the  circumstances,  did 
we  suppose  your  honors  not  informed  thereof  Yet  we  conceive  it 
now  our  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  this  County.  We 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  various  &  shocking  accounts  of  the  late 

*  5  States  represented  on  9  days. 
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Rhode  Island  appears  unrepresented  tbroughout  the  month. 
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disorders  in  this  oonnty  have  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  while  we 
lament  the  abuse  offered  to  Colonel  Montgomery  by  an  iadividtial| 
we  can  inform  yon  that  no  other  person  has  been  hurt  on  the  ooea- 
sion,  &  that  those  persons  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  disturbers 
are  liberated.  The  disaffected  party  diif>araed  the  next  day,  ragvet- 
iing  exceedingly  their  disorderly  conduct.  We  believe  they  feel  ft 
degree  [of]  Compunction  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  their  Crimes. 
This  day  we  met  the  principal  of  that  party  who  made  the  disturb*^ 
anoe,  npon  their  request  by  them,  we  were  informed  that  thoy  sup* 
posed  the  mam^r  of  taking  Franklin  was  illegal,  that  those  persons 
who  aeixed  him  had  formerly  exercised  crneUy  in  this  settlement,  & 
by  the  Report  of  a  number  of  pistols,  Uieir  intention  was  to  take  his 
life ;  We  can  assure  your  Excell'y  and  the  Honorable  Council  that 
we  are  convinced  of  their  penetence,  &  have  reason  to  believe  that 
in  fntore  the  administration  of  law  will  not  be  interrupted  in  thk 
County,  that  Elections  will  not  be  opposed  &  that  they  will  demean 
themselves  as  peaceable  citizens  of  this  State.  They  have  expressed 
to  us  their  wishes  that  the  Commissioners  for  ascertaining  claims  in 
this  County  would  return  for  the  Completion  of  their  business  again ; 
we  would  inform  your  honors  that  we  believe  them  sincere,  &  with 
diem  join  in  requesting  that  the  said  Commissioners  would  return  & 
proceed  in  their  business. — H^d  we  reason  to  doubt  of  the  future 
submission  to  law  &  Civil  governmentt  in  this  County,  we  should 
deviate  far  from  our  duty  when  we  represent  that  the  situation  of 
this  County  at  present  is  not  such  (in  our  ppinion)  as  calls  for  the 
immediate  exertions  of  a  military  force.  Messrs.  Wells  &  Bowman 
(the  bearers  of  this  letter)  will  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  our  situation,  CoL  Pickering's  ^milyi  &a. 

Those  persons  who  assembled  under  arms  upon  Franklin's  being 
takea  (and  now  disposed  for  peace,  good  order,  and  submission  to 
Government)  have  in  the  most  humble  manner  solicited  us  to  repre- 
sent their  submission  &  orderly  disposition  to  yQur  Excellcfncy  &  the 
Hon'ble  Council,  begging  that  Franklin's  person  may  be  treated 
with  as  much  tenderness  as  the  nature  of  his  charge  will  possibly 
admit,  &  if  consistent  with  the  laws  &  dignity  of  this  8tate,  that  he 
be  admitted  to  bail  We  also  join  with  them  in  this  last  request, 
observing  that  many  people  in  this  country,  entirely  submissive  for 
Law  &  Gov't,  wish  Franklin  to  be  treated  with  aa  much  lenity  as 
will  be  consistent  with  his  [position.] 
We  have  the  honor  of  Being, 

Your  Excellency's  humble  servants, 

ZEBDLON  BUfLBB,     ^  Lieutenants 
OBEDIAH  GORE,  C         of 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH.  3    County. 

P.  S.  The  principals  of  the  party  above  mentioned  have  in  their 
Letter  to  Ool.  Pennison  said  sometbiiig  in  Corroboiratioii  oi  our 
Opinions  to  which  Letter  we  wo^djpef^r  yoor  Excelle;ioy« 
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Gou^vsMnov  OF  Sbttlbrs  and  Pubohasbbs  of  S^gauK- 

nANHA  OOMPANT,  1787. 

Whereas,  we  the  subscribers  beiiig  proprietors,  purehMerSy  and 
Settlers  of  a  tract  of  Land  known  by  the  name  of  Sosquefaanna  pniw 
chase,  and  are  in  oonseqnenco  of  a  Royal  chartered  right,  tocher 
with  that  of  an  absolute  purchase  from  the  aboriginal  proprietors 
(with  our  associates,  to  wit.,  the  Susquehanna  Company,)  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  the  aibresaid  purehase;  and  whereas  the 
settlers  and  their  associates  are  ft  wera  joint  tenants  of  the  whols 
Territory  of  Country  aforesaid^  ft  the  possession  the  settlers  is  ft 
ever  hath  been  the  possession  of  themseWes  and  their  associates 
agreeably  to  the  observation  of  a  celebrated  Law  writer,  who  saith 
that  a  possession  of  part  in  the  name  of  the  whole  is  a  poesesrion 
compleatly  for  every  part.  And  whereas  the  aforesaid  CcMipany  of 
which  we  are  a  part^  were  the  first  in  possesion  ft  oecupancy  aJFter 
the  aboriginals,  ft  neither  have  been  or  can  be  leesUy  dispossessed 
bj  any  Tribunal  short  of  a  Federal  Court  instituted  agreeably  to  tho- 
aHaoles  of  confederation ;  it  therefore  fellows  that  no  one  State  m 
the  Union  has  a  right  to  determine  the  titie  or  right  of  possession 
to  any  of  the  lands  in  the  afbresaid  purchase  niitil  the  institution  ft 
exeroise  of  a  Federal  Court  as  alx>vo  mentioned.  Therefore  we 
humbly,  jointly,  ft  severally  pledge  our  honors  &  all  our  properties^ 
real  and  personal,  that  we  will  use  our  utmost  exertions  fbr  the  pr(>- 
teetion  ft  defence  of  each  other  in  the  possession  ef  the  lands  afetis- 
said  against  all  invad^v,  &  also  for  the  defenoe  of  all  such  as  will 
join  with  us  in  this  combination,  ft  that  we  will  unequivocally  adbero 
to  every  thing  comprized  iu  the  forcjgoing  declaration.  We  also 
hereby  declare  to  the  public  that  we  will  lay  no  claim  to  lands  under 
any  other  title  but  that  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  in  the  belbiB 
tnentioiied  purchase.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
voluntarily  subscribed  our  names. 


John  MoBanstrey^ 
Zerach  Beach^ 
Benjamin  Allen, 
Thomas  McClair, 

Eldad  Kellog, 
Cheater  Bingham, 
Stephen  Fuller, 
Lebbeus  Hammond, 
Benjamin  Clark, 
Jeremiah  Skeer, 
Joseph  Spalding, 
Joseph  Kenney. 
Samuel  Gore, 
Peter  Douuoui 


Waterman  Baldwin, 
John  Spalding, 
Joseph  Marshall, 
Avery  Orove, 
John  Cole, 
Simon  Spalding, 
Abel  Maringer, 
Thomas  Spalding^ 
Abraham  Brohaw, 
Samuel  Southard^ 
Othriel  Campbell, 
Abraham  Sp«JdiBg| 
John  Garey, 
Thomas  Brown, 


Simon  Shepard, 
Jaa.  Therinlon, 
Solom'n  Beooett, 
Joel  Thomas, 
Joseph  Thomasy 
Jo>^  F.  Thompson, 
James  Fanning, 
John  O'Neal, 
Jas.  Dolson, 
Stephen  Dolson, 
Jno.  Moorecraft, 
John  Kortwright, 
Jacob  Collins, 
Jaibes  Witney, 


Christian  Ex^         jMi'n  Hbttm,  Katltatt  BeniagtdD,  Jr. 

Natlian  HerriDgton,    Jod'n  Harfli,  jr.;  M<Nlea  Depuf, 

Chomelius  MeBciidf,  Maitio  Tooog)  Ja^ob  HerringtoDi 

Niobolas  Depai,  janr.,  Walter  Wabrue,  Prinoe  Bryant^ 

Peregrine  Gardner,     Abm.  Minnr^  John  8impson| 

John  McClarO;  Joseph  Tyler,  John  Simpson^  Jr.* 

John  9nller^  Alezr.  Simpson^  Jr.^ 


Francis  Smith  to  Sbcretabt  Armstrong,  1787. 

Lower  Smithfield,  6th  October,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  morning,  being  on  the  Wyoming  Road^  at  a  smidl 
distance  from  Lamer^s  hoase,  I  met  Timothy  Pekrin,  Esq^.,  and 
Mr.  Evans,  seoref"  entering  ottr  Bettlements  in  a  distressed  situation* 
Informed  of  the  coup  do  main  executed  on  Franklia,f  and  apprehen- 
BiYe  of  the  natural  consequenqes  attending  such  Condact,  I  asked  for 
informatioB,  when  to  my  great  surprise  I  understood  by  Mr.  Pekrin 
thai  although  he  narrowly  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  Connecticut 
Bandkti,  and  had  Leaft  behind  him  his  I^y  and  children,  Likely 
to  be  taken  as  hostages,  for  FrankUn,  he  was  going  to  Philadelphia 
to  compromise  matters  with  John  Franklin ;  his  expressions,  I  be- 
lieT^  started  from  a  repenting  and  disappointed  heart,  in  the  expan- 
sion of  which  I  understood  that  he  had  wrote  a  Letter  to  John 
Swift,  the  present  Leader  of  the  faction,  protnising  ah  act  of  ad- 
ministy  for  him,  Franklin  &  Party,,  provided  they  would  submit  to 
his  fugitive  plan  of  Submission  to  our  Laws ;  he  further  added  that 
his  first  ex'^rttob  io  the  cit^  would  be  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Prisoner, 
John  Franklin,  and  should  propose  bim  once  more  to  make  him  and 
Swift  men  of  great  importance  on  the  above  Conditions,  it  hurted 
my  feelings  to  conceive  that  one  individual  as  Mr.  Pekrin,  in  a  free 
and  Constitutional  Government,  should  cousin  or  pretend  to  dispose 
of  the  three  Branches  of  our  Political  existence  in  the  same  time  that 
he  confesses  the  necessity  of  coercive  measures,  and  sees  the  dignity 
of  Grovernment  exposed. 

The  tumult  continues  in  Wyoming,  the  apprehending  of  FrankliUj 
I  believe,  has  only  hastened  the  Period  of  their  clandestine  opposition 
to  Government,  I  hope  it  will  eonvince  our  Legislators  of  the  impro- 

^  Tliere  is  no  date  to  the  fpregoing,  but  it  is  recorded  in  the  Letter  Book 
immediately  after  the  preceding  letter, 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  291. 
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prietj  of  porchising  Peace, fit  the  espenoe  and  ruin  of  indiTidqali 
from  a  set  pf  men  devoted  to  distarb  pobliok  tranquility* 
I  remain  with  sinoere  esteem  and  respeoti 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  and  obed't  aertant, 

FRANCIS  SMITH. 
DirecUdj 

(On  public  Service^) 

The  Honorable  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  (State)  the  Sa- 
preme  Executive  Council;  Philadelphia. 


Pbbs,  Franklin  to  Gov.  Clinton  of  New  York,  1787. 

Philad'a,  Oct.  7, 1787, 

In  Council. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Redick*  is  a  Member  of  this  Board,  and  goes  to 
Hew  York  on  a  Business  of  Importance  to  both  our  States.  The 
Council  earnestly  request  of  your  Excellency  to  take  the  Informa- 
tion he  may  communicate  into  immediate  Consideration,  and  afford 
this  State  the  Aid  that  you  will  perceive  to  be  necessarv  for  securing 
fhe  Person  and  Papers  in  question,  in  order  to  compleat  the  Evi- 
dence against  the  Conspirators,  so  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
condign  Punishment,  &  their  Schemes  of  Mischief  defeated.  With 
great  &  sincere  Respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  Excel- 
leno/s  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Directedy 

His  Exoeiry,  Gov'r  Clinton. 


Instructions  to  Ool.  John  Oraio,  1787* 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  9th,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  Council  on  Consideration  have  thought  proper,  to  suspend 
for  the  present  the  execution  of  those  warrants  which  are  in  your 
bands  for  the  apprehending  of  Jenkins  Beach  and  McKinstrey. 
You  are  therefore  to  retain  those  Warrants  in  your  hands  until  you 
receive  further  orders  from  Council. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  verj  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
Directed-^ 

Colonel  John  Craig,  Lt.  of  Northampton  County. 

»  See  Col.  Rea,yol.  XV.,  p.  291. 
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New  York,  9th  October,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  in  tbu  dtj  at  12  ta  d«y,  ^iid  waited  qq  Geoli.  St  dbir 
k  Irvine  before  I  sat  dowo  tbev  we&t  with  me  to  Governor  Clintoir 
80  that  I  had  an  interview  with  bim  before  dinner.  Tbe  governor 
discovered  the  greatest  cheerfulnesa  to  parsoe  anj  measure,  in  eon- 
eert^jntb  Pennsjlvania  or  olhezwiBe,  to  secure  the  peace  and  quiel 
of  his  offn  Government  and  at  the  same  time  to  prom^^ote  that  of 
Pennsjlvania,  we  entered  very  seriously  into  the  business,  he  appears 
now  fullj  convinced  that  Hamilton,  Baynton,  Aughmuterry  and 
McKinstry  are  wicked  men^  he  rejoices  much  at  Franklin'a  being 
seeured,  as  he  thinks  it  equally  favourable  to  the  happiness  of  both 
our  States. — We  waited  this  afternoon  on  the  Chief  Justice ;  wb<| 
with  equal  readiness,  and  earnest  intent  on  his  part,  went  into  the 
necessary  measures  for  apprebesSins  the  persons  and  securing  the 
papers  of  Hamilton  and  Baynton.  I  mentioned  to  the  Governor  & 
Judge  that  my  anxiety  for  dio  certain  and  effectual  execution  of  the 
business  was  so  very  great,  that  if  they  thought,  that  my  personal 
attention  to  it  would  contribute  to  its  success,  I  would  ireely  go  to 
Hudson ;  this  proposition  had  the  desired  effect,  that  was  to  lead  to 
a  oonversation  respecting  the  person  (as  well  as  tbe  manner  of  doing 
it,)  to  whom  it  would  be  intrusted.  After  several  proposals  or  rather 
plans,  still  observing  symptoms  of  doubt  on  my  brow,  for  I  did  not 
think  it  prudent  to  impress  them  by  words,  he  assured  me  he  would 
endeavour  to  get  Col.  WiUet,  High  Sh'ff  of  the  oity  to  go  in  person ; 
and  that  be  would  answer  for  the  completion  of  it ;  he  accordingly 
waited  on  CoL  WiUet  who  will  undertake  to  do  it;  but  some 
matters  of  much  importance  obliges  him  to  attend  to  them  to- 
morrow ;  next  day  early  he  intends  setting  out.  I  have  been  with 
CoL  Willet  since  night  and  mentioned  to  him  my  Ideas  respecting 
the  propriety  of  Securing  or  rather  apprehending  both  the  persons 
at  one  and  the  same  time  lest  an  alarm  might  put  the  other  on  his 
guard  3  he  has  satisfied  me. 

The  Governor  assures  me,  that  authenticated  transcripts  of  every 
material  paper  shall  be  immediately  transmitted  to  your  Excellency 
&  the  Council  upon  their  arrival  in  New  York,  and  he  further  dc- 
olares  that  the  moment  in  wJiioh  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  send 
force  he  will  in  conjunction  with  Pennsylvania  crush  them  at  once. 

After  all,  I  do  not  find  myself  at  liberty  to  return  to  Philadelphia 
until  I  see  Col.  Willet  fairly  set  off. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  S't, 
Directed,  DAVID  RE  DICK, 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,,  IJsq.,  Philadelphia, 

Hon'd  by  Mr.  Green. 

9* 
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JoH»  Nicholson  to  Prba.  Pbanklii^,  1787. 

Mud  Lda&d.  . 

Sin 

I  beg  leave  to  represont  to  your  IBzoellency  »nd  The  Hon'ble 
Tbe  Couocil  th«t  the  wharves  at  State  Iriand  and  Mtid  Id«nd  are 
in  need  of  repairi  one  corner  of  the  wlarf  on  Hud  bbind  is  snnle 
verv  consideraDly,  the  repairing  these  trharves  at  present  wonid  cost 
little  compared  to  the  expense  thereof  if  they  are  left  mnch  longer 
without  it  as  the  tides  are  very  fast  reducing  them.  Mr.  Gonnaroe 
who  hath  oontracted  with  the  wardens  for  sinlnng  a  Pier  near  Mnd 
Island  and  repairing  the  boom  piers,  has  proposed  if  the  State  desires 
it  to  repair  these  two  wharves.  I  beg  leave  represent  farther,  that 
it  appears  very  neccessary  to  repair  these  two  wharves  and  that  Hr. 
Connaroe  proposes  to  do  it  for  a  reasonable  allowance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect. 

Sir,  yoar'most  obed.  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
^  Compt.  Oenl's  office,  Oetr.  llth^  1787. 
Directed  f 

Bis  EioelPy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  Sup. 
Ex.  Conn. 


Bbqitisitioit  by  Oonorbss,  1787. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

October  11, 1787. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Beport  df  the  Board  of 
Treasury  and  a  motion  of  Mr.  Kean,  respecting  the  requisition  for 
1787,  having  Reported,  '^  That  from  the  several  papers  referred 
to  them,  it  appears  that  there  is  wanting  for  the  services  of  the 
year  1787,  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt, 
and  such  part  of  the  principal  as  becomes  due  in  the  year  1788, 
and  the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  the 
snm  of  3,009,798,  64-90  dollars. 

That  of  the  aforesaid  sum,  1,309,391,  64-90  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  spede — that  there  are  considerable  sums  in  specie  due  from 
the  States  over  and  above  those  which  are  neoessary  to  discharge 
the  existing  demands  on  former  requisitions,  which  sums  are  nearly 
equal  to  the  payment  of  that  part  of  the  present  requisition  that  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  specie,  and  the  objects  for  which  the' said 
sums  were  called  for  no  longer  existing,  they  may  be  now  appro- 
priated to  the  purposes  of  the  present  requisition — that  in  their 
opinion  many  difficulties  have  arisen  from  the  restrictions  nrade  in 
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fcMndP  MqinsKKoM  in  ilie  imAtast  «f  tke  iii4eii4«  of  futeresi;  tke 
aiakmg  Uiem  receivable  only  fbiP  tbe  yetr  in  which  they  were  inneii, 
Mid  then  tmlj  when  teeompftnied  by  «  proportion  of  speeie,  nnd 
deoMng  IhM  ftftervoertain  period  they  ihenld  net  be  reeeired  firott 
the  States  at  the  federal  treae«ry,all  %hieh  hare  eerred  to  eheek  the 
eiertions  of  the  Statee,  and  to  keep  baek  the  epede  payments;  nor 
haye  they  had  those  beneficial  effects  expected  from  them  of  stopping 
theiflsoe  of  Indents  where  States  had  not  passed  legisktite  acts  to 
call  them  in,  or  keeping  op  thehr  vahste  and  preventing  depreciatiott| 
bat  en  the  contrary  hare  opened  a  new  scene  of  speculation  in  trans- 
Inning  the  property  of  a  oirtiien  of  a  State  which  has  not  passed  a 
legislative  act,  to  a  eitisen  of  a  State  which  has.  In  addition  tb 
this  the  committee  observe,  that  the  acts  cf  Oongress  empowering 
the  Board  of  Treasury  to  contract  for  the  sale  of  Westeni  Territory^ 
alao  empowers  them  to  issoe  indents  of  interest  to  the  purchasers,  so 
that  to  continue  saoh  restrictions  would  operate  only  to  the  injury 
of  a  few,  and  be  no  pvblio  benefit,''  Wbereupon^ 
Resolved, 
That  Ibr  the  sevioes  of  Ihe  year  1787,  for  the  payment  of  one 
year's  interest  on  the  Foreign  Debt,  and  such  part  of  the  principal 
as  becomes  due  in  the  year  1788,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  year's 
Interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  it  will  be  necessary  that  three  millions 
and  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  Bixty-foar  nine^ 
tieths  dollars  be  paid  into  the  ^easury  of  the  United  States  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  to  be  sppropriated  to  the  ibllowing 
pmrpoBcs,  vhs. 

For  the  Civil  Department, 124,161  85 

Military  Department,       .         .        .        .        176,757  17 
Geographer^  Department,  ....        9,964 

Invalid  Pensions, 88,000 

Contingencies,    .' 19,000 

Foreign  Debt,  tor  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  the  French  and  Dutch  loans 
and  two  instalments  of  Principal 
on  the  French  loan3,  becoming  due, 

1788, 871,622  87 

Spanish  loan,  one  year's  interest  due 

thereon,    .        .        .        .  8,700 

Debt  due  to  foreign  officers,  one  year's 
interest  thereon,    •        . '  •      ir,185  55 

-^ • 891,508  52 

Domeiitio  Debt  one  year's  interest*  thereon^    '.       '.    1,700^407 

Making  in  the  whole,        ....   dollan,  8,000,798  64 

BeeoWed  that  the  sums  called  for  in  the  yean  1784, 1786,  and 
1786,  and  stated  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  not  now  to  be  necesaary, 
4he  objeetB  for  which  they  wore  called  far  no  kogar  exi^tiog^  which 
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««ingmiiioiiiit  to  ome  miUion  two  hdndifed  tho«»«i4  dtdJUnfc  Ibn  mvw 
appropriated  to  the  pajment  of  that  part  of  the  pteaeiU.  seqwition 
irluch  cannot  be  dieoharg^  bat  with  speeie ;  anjptbing  in  fprtner 
Requisitions  to  the  eontraijr  notwithstanding  ^apd  sbaU  be  applied 
in  oonformitj  with  the  several  apprepriatione  in  the  preceding  pari 
of  ibis  report,  giving  preference  aooording  to  the  order  in  which  the j 
are  stated  in  the  esUmate. 

Besolvedy  That  one  hundred  and  nine,  thonsand  throe  hnndred 
and  ninety-one  dollars  aixtj-foar  ninetieths,  in  the.  handa  Of  the 
Gommsssioners  of  Loans  in  Holland,  in  aid  of  the  abpve  eon,  b« 
appropriated  ka  the  discharging  the  interest  due  on  ^he*  Foreign 
Debt  due  in  Holland,  and  to  no  other  purpose  wl^atever. 

As  1,700,407  dollars  called  for  are  to  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  dua  on  the  Domestic  Debt  of  the  United  States.  « 

Besolyed,  That  the  several  States  be  allowed  to  discharge  the  aama 
bj  indents  for  interest  on  loan  office  certificates,  and  upon  other 
certificates  of  the  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  Stateay.«a  mteh 
manner  a$  they  judge  most  ea^pedient ;  and  to  ascertain  the  evi- 
dences of  interest  due  on  loan-office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof 
respectively  shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which 
they  issued,  and  the  holders  of  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debta 
of  the  United  States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  Loan*office  of  that 
State  wherein  they  are  inhabitants,  or  if  foreigners,  to  any  Loan- 
office  within  the  United  States,  and  to  have  the  interest  thereon 
settled  and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1786;  any  thing  in 
the  requisition  for  the  years  1784,  1785,  and  1786,  to  the  oontrarj 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  quotas  of  the  several  States  of  the  aforesaid 
snm  of  1,700,407  dollars  in  indents  be  as  follows,  via. 

New  Hampshire, 59,684 

Massachusetts, 254,381 

Rhode-Island, 36,558 

Connecticut, 149,976 

New  York, 145,555 

New  Jersey, 94,372 

Pennsylvania, 232,616 

Delaware, 25,506 

Maryland, 160,349 

Virginia, 290,770 

North-Carolina,      .                 ...  123,450 

South-Carolina, 108,990 

Georgia,         ...        .        .        .  18,194  is   1,700,407 

That  the  foregoing  requisition  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the 
bredit  of  the  States  respectively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  6th  day  of  October,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treaaory  famish  the  aovmral  Loan- 


c&om  with  indents^  to  be  iasaed  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  aad  also 
with  mtck  <}becks  attd  iDstrkctioDS  as  tbey  from  iiane  to  time  shall 
judge  neoessarj,  to  prevent  counterfeit  cirtifioates  of  debts  from 
obtainiog  a  setUemeut  of  inteMst;«Ad  to  detect  counterfeit  evidences 
of  inteirM^  and  tfieile»by  if>%^mi  iMeivlDg.them  in  discharge  of  taxes ; 
which  indents  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the  holders  of  tkfl 
principal,  shall  be-desmedevldea^eihAt  he  has  veteiv^  aalM&clioD 
for  the  samey  and  therefore  .shall  be  receivable  from  th^  beaiter  ill 
Ilea  of  m(m4y  in  any  other  SMe  in  the  unioni  an  well-  as  &a  tha 
Stftte  in.  wbiflb  th«y  were  issued^    •     . 

That  the  State  paying  such  indents  of  interest  into  the  fedacal 
treasury  shall  have  credit  therefor^  which  payment  shall  be  considered 
as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  on  the  Domestic  Debt,  in  the  propor- 
tion that  each  state  avails  itself  of  the  said  indents  of  interest;  but 
no  State  shall  have  a  right  to  pay  more  than  its  quota,  as  specified  - 
in  the  existing  requisitions  of  Congress,  in  the  said  indents  of  in** 
tarest 

Besolved,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  herebj 
directed  to  transmit  to  each  State  an  account  of  their  respective 
arrears  in  specie  and  in  indents,  to  statd  to  them  the  impediments  that 
the  public  service  has  suffered,  and  the  accumulation  of  foreign  and 
domestic  embartassnente  tha|  have  i^risen  from  their  delinquency — 
to  press  upon  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  making  payment  of 
their  arrears  of  specie,  as  it  b  the  only  fund  on  which  Congress  can 
rely  for  the  support  of  the  federal  government — and  to  remind  thgas 
States  who  continue  particularly  delinquent,  that  tbe^  must  be  con- 
sidered as  responsible  for  all  the  evils  which  will  inevitably  flow  from 
a  disregard  to  the  political  obligations  by  which  they  are  constitu- 
tionally bound. 

Resolved,  That  such  part  of  the  requisitions  of  the  years  1784, 
1785,  and  1786,  as  restricts  the  receipts  at  the  public  treasury  of 
indents  of  interest  without  a  certain  proportion  of  specie — those 
parts  which  declare  that  after  a  certain  day  those  States  which  have 
not  paid  their  quotas  shall  be  held  to  pay  the  same  in  specie — ^and 
such  part  as  prevents  the  receiviog  of  the  indents  issued  in  one  year, 
in  paying  the  taxes  for  another,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed  : 
— And  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the  indents  issued  in  1784,  1785, 
and  1786,  or  under  the  present  requisition,  shall  be  indiscriminately 
received  in  payment  of  any  State's  quota  of  indents  of  interest. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y, 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vo\XV.,  p.  800. 
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Bjso'&y  of  FoRBieH  AnfAiiLS  to  P&b8.  FtiAMMiw^  1787. 

(Oiroahr.) 
Oflloe  for  foreigi  «Anny  11th  Ocioberi  1787. 
Bbty 

Ahboogh  the  Aet  of  OoDgrera  «f  whieh  the  eoeloaed  i«  e  Oepyi 
has  haen  peblishedy  yet  it  appeaneg  proper  that  toot  BxceilaiMj 
•beoM  noaiya  H  in  an  offieial  Maimer,  I  do  in  jsen  the  HoBor  of 
tranamittiDg  it  under  the  same  Coyer  with  this,  a&d  ani|  with  great 
Baapeet,  - 

Yonr  Ezoellenoy'g  Most 

obdt.  &  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
IHreeiedf 

His  Bzeellenoy  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pena* 
ajlyania. 


JoHH  Stilbs  to  PrB8.  Prahtoh,  1787. 

PMlad'a,  Oct.  11, 1787. 
Bir. 

The  Gunpowder  Magazine  is  near  full,  at  most  it  will  not  stow 
more  than  two  hundred  quarter  Casks,  and  there  is  now  deliyering 
from  on  board  a  ship  from  Holland  upwards  of  five  hundred  quarter 
Casks :  in  this  dilemma,  necessity  compels  me  to  trouble  the  boh. 
Council,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  from  the  Act  of  Assembly  in 
storing  the  samC;  which  cannot  be  otherwise  done  but  through  their 
honble  Board. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your 

obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  STILES, 
8.  O.  Mag. 
DirecUdy 

John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  E^q.,  Secretary  to  the  hon.  the  Supreme 
Exe<;utive  Council  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


At  the  request  of  Joseph  Stiles,  Superintendent  of  the  Gunpowder 
Magaaine,  we  the  subscribers  have  thoroughly  examined  the  same, 
and  report  as  our  judgment,  that  it  will  not  oontain  more  than  two 
hundred  quarter  Casks  of  Gunpowder,  over  and  above  what  ia  now 
therein,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  well  and  Carefully  stowed;  We 
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him  •bo  Vi«wejr  iAm  CKmM  hernia,  nd  jadge  ii  ^m  tifely  «>Blaiii 
(in  •fteefptwl)  fiMnr  hmidfsd  QiMurter  OmIm. 

LEONARD  BORSKY, 
WM.  BPROAT. 
Oct  11, 1T8T. 

To  wliom  it  may  ooncern. 


Comm'm  ok  NoBtH'ii  BeuivBAftTy  1787. 

Lake  EA%  Ootobcr  IMi,  1787. 
Dr.Siri 

We  arrived  here  on  the  8th,  and  the  iMne.dty  begatt  ow  ooont 
of  obeerratioM,  which  will  probahly  be  eoMpleated  in  5  or  6  days. 
The  raDdom  lane  [>aaMd  betweem  Le  Beaitf,  and  Preeqne  Isle  about 

5  inUea  aetth  of  the  former,  and  we  eoi^eeture  about  6  miles  south 
of  the  latter.  Considering  the  unexpected  difficulties  we  had  to 
encounter  for  want  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  (Geography  of 
the  Country,  the  death  of  oar  Horses,  time  taken  up  in  making 
Canoes,  and  treating  with  the  Indians,  our  business  baa  gone  on 
beyond  our  most  sanguine  exp^ctatien,  and  withcmt  the  interrenttea 
of  some  uncommon  circumstance  or  accident  will  be  oompleated  in 
14  or  15  days.     We  diyided  the  Line  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 

6  stations  at  each  of  which  we  determined  a  point  in  the  parallel  of 
Latitude  by  about  36  observations.  Neither  attention  or  eiertioos 
have  ever  been  wanting  on  our  parts  towards  Scientific  and  perma** 
nent  completion  of  the  business  entrusted  to  us,  and  the  genjonl 
bebavioor  and  industry  of  our  men  has  been  such  as  to  eiUkle  them 
to  oar  thanks* 

We  are  Sir, 

your  humble  Servants, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT, 
ANDREW  PORTER. 
Direciedf 

David  Rittenhosne,  Esquire. 

Copy. 


IfiSTRUCTiONB  TO  Yalehtinjb  Egkebt,  1787* 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  13th^  1787. 
Sir, 

It  is  the  order  of  Council  that  seventy  privates  with  a  Captain  two 
Lieut.  Serjeants  Corporals  a  drummer  and  fifer  be  immediately  taken 
from  the  militia  of  Berks  County  and  moved  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  fort  Allen,  you  are  to  accompany  them  thither  and 
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ndmim wl^ than 'UU  yotf  lumilit. fa^4dk«if •dwto^ois.ieirrOQNMMai 
take  partioalar  care  that  tbey  ^se  m^  tmta»i  furi:aoooiif)Ndr  «a4 
propedj  pffioerad«^if  joa.can  procure  old  soldiers  to  go  as  volun- 
teers on  this  expedition  we  wonld  prefer  it  to  your  taking  the 
militia  by  Glasses ;  you  will  see  that  they  are  foniith^  initb  pro- 
visions to  last  them  to  Fort  Allen,  and  for  ten  days  after  they  reach 
that  post.  If  yos  have  no  powder  or  lead  you  must  purchase  aa 
much  as  to  supply  each  man  wkh  ifty  rounds;  be  careful  on  your 
march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  that  your  are  not  surpriied. 

We  send  yoo  an  order  for  one  hundred  &Bfty  ponndsyahould  you 
have  occasion  for  a  further  sum  you  must  inform  and  you  will  be 
suppfied  with  what  is  necessary.  <  We  expect  you  will  use  your  ut- 
most diligence  in  marching  the  men  and  go  to  as  little  expence  as 
Ike  nature  of  the  service  will  admit. 

I  tarn  Sir,  you  obedient^ 
and  very  humble  servaDt^ 
BBNJAMIN  BitANKLIN,  PMideni.* 

Valentine  Eckhart  Esqr.^  Lieutenant,  of  the  County  of  Berks. 


InSAUOXIOHS  to  TH£   OfFICUBR  CoMllAlfDINQ  IH  LUZJBRNX 

Co.,  1787. 

In  Council,  Oct.  16, 1787. 

Instructions  to  the  offioer  commanding  the  Militia  to  be  sent  into 
or  raised  in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 
Sir, 

The  Intention  of  Oovemment  respecting  the  Force  under  your 
Command  not  being  to  act  offensively  against  any  Place,  Person  or 
Persons  in  that  County,  but  merely  to  protect  the  Civil  Officers  in 
the  Exercise  of  their  Functions,  and  to  secure  the  Peace  of  the 
County  &  tbe  due  operation  of  the  Laws  of  the  State  against  the 
Attempte  of  the  disorderly  Part  of  the  People  who  have  lately 
oppos'd  the  same,  you  are  to  take  a  special  Care  that  your  Men 
observe  tbe  strictest  Discipline,  neither  injuring  or  molesting  any  of 
tbe  Inhabitants  in  Person  or  Property. 

And  you  are  to  take  your  Orders  from  the  State.  Commissioners 
and  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  County. 

And  if  Circumstances  should  appear  to  you  on  any  occasion  to  re- 
quire additional  Force,  you  are  to  apply  to  the  Lieutenant  ot  the 
County  for  his  AssisUnce ;  and  are  also  to  consult  and  advise  with 
him  in  all  Cases  of  Importance. 
I  am  sir, 
your  very  humble  servt. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Prest. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  XV.  p.  295. 
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iNSTRUCTIOlfS  TO  THlfi  COMMISSIONEES  IK  LuZEENE   CO., 

1787. 

In  Conneil,  OoL  16, 1787. 

Inatniotloiis  to  the  State  CommissioDera  now  in  the  Coontj  of 
Luerne  for  settHiig  the  Claimfl  of  Landed  Property  there,  and  to 
the  Civil  Officers  of  the  said  County. 
Uentlemeni 

The  Conocil  on  Consideration  of  the  late  Disturbances  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  the  opposition  there  given  by  some  Di»- 
orderly  People  to  the  operations  of  Legal  Government,  have  ordered 
a  Company  of  Militia  thither  from  the  County  of  Berks,  to  be 
employed  under  your  Direction  in  supporting  the  Civil  Authority 
and  protecting  its  officers  in  the  Exercise  of  their  Duties  and  the 
Eleoution  of  the  Laws  of  the  State ;  but  not  to  be  used  in  acting 
offensively,  (unless  impelled  by  Neoossity)  against  any  Piaoe^  Person 
or  Persons  whatever ;  you  are  therefore  to  take  the  Direction  of 
the  said  military  Fdroe,  and  to  call  on  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County 
for  such  Addition  thereto  by  drafts  out  of  bis  Militia  aa  you  may 
judge  necessary  and  convenient ;  and  the  whole  being  under  your 
orders,  you  are  to  take  especial  Care  that  the  strictest  Discipline  be 
observed,  and  that  no  Insult  or  Injury  be  offered  or  done  to  any 
of  the  Inhabitants,  they  behaving  quietly  and  inoffensively  as  be- 
comes good  Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth.  And  if  any  CircomstanQes 
should  arise  which  may  make  it  appear  to  you  that  a  greater  force 
is  necessary  to  secure  Peace  and  establish  good  order  in  the  said 
County,  yon  are  to  inform  Council  thereof  by  the  speediest  Means^ 
that  Bodies  of  Militia  from  other  Counties  may  be  sent  to  reinforce 
yon  accordingly. 


Col.  T.  Pickbbino  to  g.  Hodqdon,  1787. 

Nazareth,  Oct  19, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  to  day  by  Capi  Schott  from  Easton,'*'  I  think  the 
intercepted  letters  of  Hamilton  &  Bentonf  which  are  with  Council, 
would  be  useful  to  me  at  Wyoming.  I  wish  you  therefore  to  get 
copies  of  them,  &  forward  them  by  Mr.  Evans,  who  indeed  can 
easily  obtain  the  copies,  or  may  have  leisure  to  make  them  himself, 
I  shall  be  sony  to  miss  of  them,  &  the  sooner  I  have  them  the 
better. 

On  my  arrival  here  this  morning,  I  found  that  Jno.  Soott  & 
Oeorge  had  gone  forward  to  Hallers,  expeeting  I  should  go  thither 
directly  from  Easton,  This  has  obliged  me  to  pui%ue  them,  &  I  am 
just  returned.    I  have  sent  Jno.  Scott  forward  on  foot  directly  from 


*  S«e  pages,  Cod.  Beo.»  2:V.,p.  807. 
t  See  pp.,  175,  188, 
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Haller^,  &  I  ezpeet  be  will  be  in  WiUc^sboripagl^  on  SandAj.  If 
the^e  Bhoald  be  aDj  ground  to  appr«bend  danger  to  my  person,  be 
is  to  come  oat  to  meet  mo,  I  sbaTl  aoeompany  .George  with  tbe 
waggoa  in  whiob  I  shall  put  on  a  few  of  the  goods  remaining  at 
9allm. 

4  o'clock  P.  M.  George  is  jast  ready  to  stscrt  fer  Bethlehem  for 
the  waggon. 

affeotionally  adieu, 

T.  FIOKfiRING. 
Directed, 

Samuel  Ilodgdon  Esquire,  at  Carpenters  Hall  Chestnut  Street 
Philadelphia. 


Jambs  Butkbr  to  Qbit.  Biohabd  Butlbb,  1787. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  James    Binkento  the  Saperintendani 
of  Indian  a&ira  for  the  Northern  Department,  dated^ 

Pittsburg,  28rd  October,  1T87. 
Sir, 

I  hope  by  this  time  your  leg  is  so  strong  that  you  will  be  soon 
here — I  long  to  see  you — The  indians  in  general  seem  to  be  ill-dis- 
posed, towards  the  states — They  are  killing  people  about  Wheeling 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  frequently.  If  you  were  here  yourself  ii 
might  have  a  good  effect  on  them  in  keeping  them  quiet.  I  hope 
soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  &c. 
I  am  Sir,  &c., 

■     (Signed)    JAMES  RINKEN. 
Directed^ 

Gen.  Richard  Butler  Esq.,  Stiperintendant  Indians  affairs,  &o. 


Council  id  Assembly,  1787. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October,  SI**,  1787. 
The  Council,  on  further  Consideration  of  the  late  Advices  from  the 
Coanty  of  Lnzenle,  are  of  Optnion  thai  it  is  necedaary  an  Apflica- 
tion  be  Made  to  CQngiessfor  their  Coneent  for  raisix^  and  employii% 
A.  body  of  Troope  not  eiceeding  &^o  hnftdred*  men,  for  the  puvpeaa 
(or  proteoting  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  that  Ooimty-r-ehenld  yonr 

*  See  CoK  lUc,  Vol.  XV.,  p,  807. 
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Hon^i*  House  be  of  ibo  eame  OpbioQ,  we  wish  joa  to  Mtlioriie  as 
to  make  the  ApplicatioD. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

jr.  ohed.  &  very  h.  SerVt, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y.* 
Diracttff, — ^Hon.  Tho^  Mlffliti;  speaker  of  Gen'I  ABsembly. 


PitEfl,  FRAUKtm  TO  Belegatbs  w  Cotgeb«»,  1788. 

In  CoTxncil, 

Philadelphia,  October  31*  178T. 
Gentlemen : 

We  inclose  yon  a  Copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature,  and  we 
wish  an  application  be  made  to  Congress  as  soon  as  possible  for  their 
Consent  to  raise  the  number  of  Troops  mentioned  in  tbe  resolve — 
should  Congress  comply  with  our  request,  please  to  inform  us  of  it 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
Presidentf 
To  the  Hon'ble  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rbbolctdov  qv  AssEMBi^r^  1787. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Wedneidny,  Oetober  81'*,  17^7,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appdnted  October  29^^  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
Bftga  and-  papers  which  respect  the  disturbances  in  the  County  of 
Luxeme,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  and  by  special 
order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, — Whereupon 

Resolved,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  a  permanent  force  of 
enlisted  troops  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  County 
of  Luzerne,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Oouncil  be  authonzed  and 
requested  to  obtain  the  permission  of  Congress  to  raise  any  number 
of  troops  iSor  the  said  purpose  not  exceeding  five  hundred  men. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JACOB  SHALLUS, 
Copy,  Assistant  Clerk. 

JAMBS  TRIMBLE. 

♦  Appohited  secretiGiry  in  place  of  General  Aifknstrong  October  28, — See 
Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  SOl.'SlS. 

t  Beigamm  Franklin  was  this  day  re-eleoted  Pres.  and  Peter  Muhlenbnrg 
Tice  President— See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  808. 
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V.  P.  MUHMNBBKG  TO  TllIOTHY  PiCKBBma,   1787. 

Id  ConDoil, 

Philadelp.  October  3  J-«,  1787. 
Sir, 

CoI«  Denniflon,  on  his  arrival,  laid  before  (/Outioil,  seyeral  papers 
relative  to  the  preaent  situation  of  Luzerne  County,  together  with  a 
representation  from  the  Magistrates.  Council  wish  to  take  some 
time  to  deliberate  on  the  necessary  meaaurea— *but  wish  you,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  inform  the  Magistrates  &  County  Lieut.,  That  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  Troops  will  be  sent  in  good  time,  if  necessary,  to 
take  part  at  Tioga.  Council  have  also  commissioned  Capt"  Ross, 
whose  name  was  formerly  omitted  by  mistake— Those  other  Gentle- 
men who  were  return^,  and  not  Commission' d.  may  still  be  brought 
forward — if  it  can  be  made  appear  to  Council  that  They  have  not 
disqua'ified  themselves  by  Opposition  to  Government — If  you, 
therefore,  in  Conjunction  with  the  County  L*  &  others,  will  make 
inquiry  into  the  matter  h  report,  Council  will  take  order  thereon. 

The  increase  of  Magistrates  for  Luzerne  will  be  taken  up  by 
Council  as  soon  as  possible.  Council  wish  further  to  inform  yon, 
that  They  have  rec*  a  Letter  from  Co^  Buttler  Apologizing  for  part 
of  his  Conduct  during  the  late  riot,  &  stating  the  reason  for  such 
Conduct ;  That  Council  are  happy  to  find  the  charges  ag'  Co^  Butt- 
ler are  on  slight  grounds,  and  flatter  themselves  He  will,  by  his 
future  Conduct,  justify  the  Choice  of  Council  in  his  Appointment. 
Council  having  likewise  rec'  information  That  proper  &  legal  notice 
was  not  given  for  the  choice  of  the  upper  B.  Aiilitia  Officers;  They 
have  therefore  set  aside  the  election  &  directed  the  Lieut  to  order 
another. 

I  am;  mr,  your  obedient 

and  very  bumble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 


BoABD  OP  War  to  Prbs.  Fbawkun,  1786. 

War  Office,  31at  October,  1787. 

Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  acta  of  Congress  of  the  8d  instant,  for  raising 
a  body  of  troops  to  replace  those  now  on  the  frontiers,  I  have  the 
bonor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  following  oommissioned 

*  He  was  elected  Vice  President  ]Oot.  Slat,  in  place  of  Charles  Biddle,  to 
whom  a  vote  of  thanks  was  rendered  Oct.  li— See  Col.  Bee.  VoL  XI,  ppw 
292,  808. 
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offioen  will  be  necessary  for  the  quota  of  Petrasylraiiiai  befag  oob« 
formablj  to  the  present  arraDgement — ^to  wit : 

1  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant, 
8  Captains        *) 
8  Lientenaotf    [•  of  Infantry. 
8  Enaigna 


1  Sn^eoUi 

1  Snrgeon's  Hate. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  apprise  yonr  Excellency,  that  althongh 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Harmar  has  been  honored  by  Con* 
gross  with  the  brevet  rank  of  Brigadier,  yet  he  is  still  the  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Regiment^  and  his  relation  thereto  con- 
tinues the  same,  as  if  he  had  not  reoeiyed  the  brevet  rank. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  as  the  service  of  part 
of  the  troops  will  expire  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  it  will  be 
advantageous  to  the  public,  that  the  appointments  of  the  officers 
take  place  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible,  after  the  legislature  shall 
have  passed  laws  to  raise  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  serv't. 

Directed,  H.  KNOX. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Jambs   Marshel  to  Pbm.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  6th  Nov.,  1787. 
Sir, 

From  late  and  authentic  Accounts  from  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton, two  families.  Consisting  of  seven  persona  in  each,  six  of  whom, 
in  each  fiimily,  have  been  lately  killed  and  scalped,  and  the  remaining 
two  persons  taken  prisonen  by  the  Indians.  This  Cironmstauce, 
together  with  others  of  a  like  nature,  in  the  neighbonring  Counties 
in  Virginia,  I  find  has  much  alarmed  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington 
County.  We  are  at  present  in  a  very  bad  situation  for  Defence, 
and  our  Circumstances  in  general,  more  Especially  that  of  the  fron- 
tier Inhabitants,  is  such  that  very  few  are  able  to  purchaso  even  a 
Small  Quantity  of  Atamunitioii.  Besides,  the  frontier  people  of 
that  County  have  suffered  Considerably  in  the  late  war,  and  are  by 
no  means  able  to  make  so  noble  a  stand  as  they  then  did.     Permit 
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me  ikelefbrelQ  observe,  that  if  4he  IndUoe  eo&liiiue  their  Depie* 
datioDsas  in  all  probiilnUty  they  will,  it  will  be  lees  expeDsive  «i4 
mnoh  more  advaotageoas  to  the  a^te  to  support  the  present  line  of 
frontier  than  to  suffer  the  enemy  to  penetrate  into  the  Country. 
The  Major  part  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  are  annred  to  the  BosineaSi 
and  as  to  Indian  Incursions  are  as  mnoh  preferable  to  the  people  in 
the  Interior  parts  of  the  State  as  old  Veteran  Troops  are  to  young 
recruits.  I  would  also  observe  that  in  Washington  County  we  have 
a  very  extended  frontier,  I  think  not  less  thai  tne  hundred  jniles  all 
equally  exposed.  That  in  my  opinion  it  will  require  at  least  one 
hundred  men  even  to  watch  the  approaeh  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  if 
two  hundred  active  woods  men  were  employed  under  the  command 
of  Experienced  Officers  it  wonld  probably  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
to  the  frontiers  to  make  a  Stand.  I  weU  know  the  ciroumstanoes  of 
the  people  on  the  frontiers  and  that  however  well  disposed  they  may 
be  to  support  the  Goverment  as  well  as  preserve  their  prc^rty,  yet 
I  am  assured  that  without  the  special  aid  of  Ooverment,  a  very  Coa- 
eidsnble  part  of  Washington  Ooanty  will  be  'Evacuated  should  the 
Indians  make  inoorsions  on  our,  or  the  neighbouring  frontiers  next 
q[>ring,  the  people  do  not  believe  the  Indians  will  discriminate  between 
Pennaylvanians  and  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and  the  fact  is 
they  have  not  done  it  in  their  late  depredations,  for  the  last  fumilj 
they  destroyed  lived  within  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  of  the  Center 
of  Washington  County. 

Since  I  began  to  write  I  have  had  an  account  of  Another  family 
being  killed  in  Washiogton  County,  near  Pittsburg ;  this  will,  no 
doubt,  also  alarm  the  people  of  Westmoreland  County,  as  they  are 
Squallv  Exposed  with  us,  and  I  Believe  are  in  no  better  situation 
for  Defence.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  and  your 
Hon'ble  Board  will  provide  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of  out 
frontiers,  and  that  the  people  may  have  timely  notice  thereof,  that 
Instead  of  preparing  to  remove  to  a  place  of  safety,  they  may  pre- 
pare such  pUoes  or  safety  on  the  present  line  of  frontiers  as  they 
may  think  moat  advisable. 

I  liave  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  Bespect, 

Your  ExoeUeney's  most  obedient 
And  irery  Hmmbk  servanti 

JAMES  MARSHEL; 

lieut.  Wt.  Ca>. 
JHreetedj 

On  public  service. 

Hia  Exaellettcy,  President  Fraoklio,  Philadelphia.* 

♦  Col.  Eec.,  XV.  p.,  BIT. 
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YAUNZiNff  ^OKBsz  TO  Pr^.  Faa^eklist,  1787. 

I  have  now  the  SatiBfaoiion  to  inform  yon  thai  I  have  (but  witl| 
a  great  deal  of  Diffipulty)  00  hr  acconutliidiad  jcmr  Oxders  af  to 
haye  sixty  men  in  roadineas  lor  a  Marob|  and  eizpeot  to  have  th« 
Beventy  (the  number  I  was  ordered  to  call  out)  in  a  shoct  Time. 
Agreeable  to  your  Orders  I  had  two  Classes  of  the  Battallioh  ealled, 
whose  tnm  U  was  to  perfofta  their  Tonr  of  Duty,  and  proposed  to 
them  either  to  tntn  out  ibemselyes  or  find  Substitutes^  but  found  the 
People  so  unwilling  to  go,  and  so  quarrelsome  that  it  was  not  in  my 
Power  to  do  any  Thing  with  them  the  Day  the;  had  a  Meeting,  but 
in  order  to  bring  them  too,  I  bad  some  of  them  bound  over  to  Court. 
I  shall  to  Day  set  out  with  what  men  I  have  from  Reading  to  Kutts 
Town,  from  whence  I  expect  to  March  with  my  full  Complement 
next  Monday,  at  farthest,  for  Fort  Allen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,, 

Your  Bso^llencies  most  oVt, 
And  humble  Servant, 

VALENTINE  ECKERT. 

Reading,  Nov.  9th,  1787.    . 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelloncyi  Bei^iiiin  Franklin,  Bsqnii^  PhUada. 


BeQOIiUTION  OB  AsSBMBLYy  1787. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Geneml  Assembly. 

Monday,  November  12th,  1787,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  read  November  9th,  relative  to  th^ 
purchase  of  a  tract  of  country  on  Lake  Erij9,  was  read  the  second 
time,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Supremo  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  obtain,  and  fay  before  the  General  Assembly,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  lands  lyiifg  between  ^e  northern  boundary  of  this  Stole 
and  Lake  Erie,  with  an  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase 
such  part  tiisseof  as  maybe  thoi^t  necessary  to  aooommodate  this 
State. 

Bxtnmfc  from  tfie  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS, 

As.  Ck. 

*  See  page  208. 
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Gov-  Randolph  of  Va,  to  Prbs-  Franklin,  1Y87. 

Biohmond;  November  14, 1787'. 
Bir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  indosiog  to  yoar  Eicellency  the  reeo- 
latioQ  of  oar  legislature  ooDcerniDg  the  federal  constitntion. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 

jour  most  obed't  Servant, 

BDW.  RANDOLPH. 
Directed^ 
His  EjtcelleDcy,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Instructions  to  Nathan  Dbnnison,  1787^ 

Philad'a,  Nov.  16, 1787, 

In  Oonncil. 
Sir, 

You  are  requested  by  the  Council  in  your  Way  to  Wyoming,  to 
call  at  Fort  Allen,  and  deliver  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Militia  now  at  that  Place  the  Instructions  for  him  that  are  herewith 
put  into  your  Hands :  And  that  when  you  arrive  at  Wyoming,  you 
will  prepare  the  Minds  of  the  People  there,  for  the  good  &  quiet 
Reception  of  the  said  Militia,  by  informing  the  Inhabitants  that  it  is 
not  sent  to  act  ofiPensively  against  any  Person  or  Persons  whatever, 
but  merely  to  protect  the  civil  officers  of  government  in  the  Exercise 
of  their  respective  Functions.  Wishing  you  a  good  Journey,  I 
am,  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN,  Prerident.* 
Directed, 

Hon'ble  Nathan  Denison,  Esq. 


Petition  of  Thomas  Lloyd  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Nov'r  15th,  1787. 
Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Having  engaged  in  a  daily  pubHeatioD  of  the  debates  of  the 
Members  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  which  may  furnish  useful  infor- 
mation to  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 

*  -See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  828. 
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I  b^  permiatioii  to  snpplj  the  Hon'ble  SnpresM  BzeontiTe 
Council  with  this  work  in  the  manner  other  poricxlieal  papers  are 
admitted. 

I  hafe  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respeet 

Your  Ezoellenej's 
moat  Obedient  and 
Yerj  bnmble  servant, 

THOMAS  LLOYD. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Ezecntive  Council. 


Sam.  OoapoN  to  N.  DjnrNisoN,  1787. 

Wilkesbarrj,  24th  Nov'r,  1787* 
Sir, 

Li  my  epistle  to  you  whikt  you  were  in  Philadelphia  I  forgot  to 
inform  you  of  a  certain  Smith,  a  Scotchman,  long  visaffed,  much 
broke  with  the  small-poz;  who  I  take  to  be  one  of  MoKinstry 
Beaoh  Levingston's  &  Co's.,  emissaries,  who  taking  me  to  be  of  a  like 
turn  of  mind  with  himself  informed  me  their  intention  was  not  to 
ask  the  protection  of  any  state,  that  they  ment  to  govern  themselves, 
and  if  molested  protect  themselves  against  any,  or  all  the  states. 
If  they  found  themselves  unable  to  stand  asainst  the  States,  call  for 
the  assbtance  of  the  British,  being  an  independent  people,  should 
have  a  right  to  request  &  receive  the  Protection  of  any  state  or 
Power. 

In  order  to  incourage  Settlers  to  come  into  their  country  k  settle, 
I  see  a  writing  in  tbe  hands  <^  the  above  Smith  signed  by  Mc 
Kinstry  b  Allen  signifying  that  Each  settler  should  have  a  certain 
Qdaniity  of  Land  gratis,  &c.,  &c.  Subtill  arguments  are  made  use  of 
to  persuade  the  people  to  repair  to  a  new  Country  to  avoid  the  heavy 
Taxes  their  new  masters  lay  on  them,  that  they  would  be  much 
easier  under  their  former  yoke. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  arguments  I  have  made  use  of 
to  deswade  some,  who  I  think  have  seen  their  error. 

I  am  S'  your  most  obed't  Serv% 

8AML.  GORDON. 
Directed  J 
Hon'ble  N.  Denison,  Esq'r,  Kingstown. 

*  See  Gol.  Ree.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  346. 
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SbOEBTA&T  of  CoNORBSS  to  PrBS.  FRAKKLIlf,   1787. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

November  28lh|  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed, two  setts  of  the  Journals  of  Congress  for  last  year,  and  two 
Copies  of  the  continuation  from  the  20th  September  to  the  first 
Monday  of  the  present  month  to  copi pleat  those  already  sent. 

I  am  sorry  to  in&rin  you  that  a  sufficient  number  of  states  have 
not  yet  assembled  to  proceed  to  business  and  that  your  state  is  one 
of  those  unrepresented. 

I  am  sensible  the  attention  of  the  public  is  principally  turned  to  the 
New  Constitution  proposed  by  the  late  Convention ;  but  when  your 
Ksoellenoy  considers  the  situation  of  affairs  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  that  the  flame  of  War  seem  to  be  kindlinff  in  Europe,  and 
may  reach  our  borders;  that  our  peaoe  with  The  Western  and 
Southern  Indians  is  in  a  very  precarious  situation  and  our  frontier 
settlements  m  imminent  danger ;  and  when  you  are  further  informed 
that  a  public  Minister  is  daily  expected  to  arrive^  here  from  France, 
I  humbly  Lone  your  Exeellency  will  egree  with  me  in  opinion  that 
the  honor  and  the  Interest  of  the  Oonfedcraoy  require  a  speedy  and 
constant  representation  in  Congress;  and  that  you  will  use  your 
endeavours  to  forward  Delegates  f^m  your  state  as  spee<iily  as 
possible.  With  great  Respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Excellenc'y 
meet  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servt , 
DirMedy  CHA.  TH0SI80N. 

His  Excellency,  th^  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Akd'w  Pomke,  Comm'k,  to  Pbbs.  Frakkmn,  1787. 

Gentlemen : 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  Council  that  we  have  comploatcd 
the  Northern  boundaiQr  Line  of  this  State ;  Enclosed  you  have  our 
Beport.*  A  Draught  of  the  Line  will  be  oompleated  in  a  few 
weeks  &  delivered  to  Council. 

I  am,  with  Respect, 

Oentlemen  your  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
Philada.,  Nov.  28th,  1787.  A.  PORTER. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 

*  Not  found. 
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TflOUAS  SoQTT,  TausTBE  07  Wasbirgton  Aoademt  to 
F&qs,  F&AKSUV,  1787. 

PUUtdiu,  Dewn.  16, 1767. 
Sir, 

PiU8V«i»i  to  the  Aot  of  General  Aseembly  ibr  inoorpontiiifg  end 
tpdowing  WaehingtoB  AAademj  pees'd, 

Col.  MerahaH  and  mjeelf,  (two  of  the  Trasteea,)  hare  on  onr 
applioation  obtaiped  the  wanmnt  for  the  Lands  thus  endowed,  call- 
ing fpr  them  in  the  last  pnrehase  gencrallj — troating  on  the  disposi- 
tion of  Ooooeil  to  promote  eo  valuable  an  institntion.  I  beg  leave 
to  request  that  yonr  hon'ble  Board  will  permit  the  Surveyor  General 
to  diroct  theae  Warraata  to  be  laid  in  one  of  the  Districts  of  Dona-^ 
tion  Lands.  I  am  eneonraged  to  make  this  requeit  from  information 
that  the  appropriation  of  thoee  lands  $re  satisfied^  and  from  a  wish 
to  serve  the  Interest  of  the  academy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

THO.  SCOTT. 
Dineiedy 

His  Excell'y  The  President,  or  the  Hon.  the  Vice  President,  In 
Council. 


Wm.  Armstrong  to  Counoil— Northern  Boundary,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Deoem'r  17th,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 

In  consequence  of  my  appoiotment  last  April,  I  employed  a  num- 
ber of  Laboriog  Hands  for  the  pnrpoBe  of  carrying  on  the  necessary 
operations  to  compleat  the  Northern  Boundary  Line  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Those  men  were  employ^  at  very  low  Wages,  which 
they  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  either  be  paid  to  them  in 
hard  money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Paper.  The  time  has  now 
arrived  for  the  settlement  of  their  aceonnjU :  the  business  is  attended 
with  difficulty,  and  I  have  to  request  that  your  Honouimble  Body 
would  admit  such  an  addition  to  their  Wages,  or  advise  some  other 
method  that  may  do  justice  to  the  men  and  reUeve  yo«r 

H'ble  Servt, 

WM.  ARMSTRONG.^ 
Directed, 
To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  ^S.^ 

•  See  Ool  Kec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  856. 
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Andrbw  Bllioott  to  Coukctl,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Deoemher  19th,  1797. 
Oentlemen, 

Having  bees  eoneerned  in  ranning  all  the  Astronomioal  Boon- 
dariea  of  the  Commoawealth,  and  pofiseased  of  all  the  ObeeryatloQa, 
(which  are  yery  numerotie)  used  in  determiniag  the  dilFerent  limits 
of  the  State.  In  my  opinion  now  the  bnaiQeeB  is  oompleated,  it 
will  be  neceflBary  to  hare  some  record,  or  rather  a  pnblioation  of  the 
Obseryatioos,  together  with  the  methods  that  were  porsaed  on  that 
oooasion }  not  only  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  conoemed,  hot 
also  for  the  advantages  which  the  science  of  Astronomy  may  derive 
from  Boch  a  publication.  I  shall  be  happy  in  having  a  conference 
with  any  Oentlemen  of  your  Body  on  this  subject,  and  have  no 
doubt  but  it  may  be  made  advantaffeous  both  to  the  State  and  to 

your  H'bl  Servt, 

AND'W.  BLLIOOTT. 

P.  S.  I  will  undertake  arranging  the  Astronomical  ObservationB 
by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  State  were  determined,  and  also  add 
such  Observations  as  we  made  on  the  Soil  and  Natural  History  of 
the  Country  thro'  which  we  passed,  for  the  Sum  of  £150,  hard 
Money,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Paper,  one  half  of  the  money  to  be 
advanced,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  when  the  work  is  finished — 
the  work  to  be  the  property  of  the  State,  and  ready  for  publication 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next* 

A.  B. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Bxcellency,  the  President,  and  Supreme  Bxeoutive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Obabtah  Gorb  and  Matthias  Hollbnbach  to  Pkis. 
Fkanklin,  1786. 

Wo  have  made  it  a  matter  of  Bnquiry  of  the  necessity  of  the 
State  keeping  up  Troops  to  secure  the  Allegiance  of  the  Insurgents 
of  this  Country,  and  have  Consulted  a  number  of  those  We  Esteem 
friends  to  Government— am  Informed  from  Qood  authority  that  it 
is  the  Determination  of  the  leaders  of  the  Insurgents  to  get  on  as 
many  half  Sharemen  (so  called)  as  possibly  they  can  in  the  spring, 
ft  possess  themselves  of  all  the  lands  Capable  of  Cultivation  that  » 
not  now  Occupy'd,  and  set  up  their  Claim  and  support  it  in  their 
way. 

Now  whether  it  won'  not  be  policy  to  send  a  Company  Immedi- 
ately  to  Tioga,  Inlisted  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  Discharged,  and 
let  the  reasons  be  published  why  they  are  sent,  which  will  prevent 

*  Ellioott's  Journal? 
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in  a  Great  measure  people  being  prevailed  on  to  oommence  kalf 
Bhsremen  by  mieohieyoa^  BesigiiiDg  persons  to  Engpige  in  that  u&dei^ 
takiugy  and  tnrn  the  Drift  of  them  another  way.  Shonld  A^ 
Troops  (under  smart,  active  QffieerS|)  oontinae  tbera  vntil  abo«ft  A0 
first  of  Jnne  nezt^  while  people  Qeoerally  Qet  settled  for  a  season^i 
work|  it  is  highly  probable  they  may  be  Disoharged. 

It  is  bat  of  little  conseqaenoe  to  oontinae  the  troops  here^  as  tt 
does  not  secure  the  allegiance  of  the  Insurgents  at  Tioga,  (where 
they  chiefly  are  and  Going)  but  the  Troops  Ming  there  seeores  the 
whole.  We  should  have  advised  to  the  measure  of  removing  the 
Troops  which  are  now  here  to  Tioga,  but  the  tioM  of  their  Inlistmeni 
iras  so  short  we  apprehended  it  wou'  have  been  attended  with  a  bad 
eonseqnence  unleaa  we  were  snre  of  a  relief  arriving  Immediately 
upon  the  Expiration  of  their  Inlistmeat. 

This  County  from  the  Nesoopeek  to  the  north  line  of  the  State  ii 
about  120  miles,  and  only  six  magistrates  within  it,  we  should  sup* 
pose  an  additional  number  won*  be  Neeessary,  and  eould  Messrs. 
Buck  &  Hurlbutt  be  Commissioned  on  their  former  appointment  it 
might  answer  a  Good  purpose,  as  there  is  some  eompliunts  among 
the  militia  officers  who  have  not  received  their  Commissions,  thai 
the  CouDcill  have  received  some  un&vourable  Information  against 
them.  Wott'  it  not  be  adviseable  to  Order  a  board  of  Enquiry,  that 
the  aggreaved  party  may  Exonerate  themselves  by  Testimony,  and  by 
that  means  the  Councill  may  be  Informed  of  faets^  and  oapabk  of 
Doing  Justice  to  the  parties. 
We  are,  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient, 

HumbL  Servts% 

OBA*  GORE, 
M.  HOUiENBACH. 
Direciedy 

His  Ezoelleney,  the  President  in  Comieill. 
Indorgedf 

Deo.  22d,  1787. 


Lt.  Col.  Jobiah  Harmae  to  P&bs.  F&AJSKLiSy  1787. 

Fort  Harmar  at  the  Month  of  the  Muskingnm.   - 

December  2dd,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enolose  to  your  Excellency  ft  the  Honorable, 
the  Council,  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  in  the  Service  of 
the  United  States,  dated  this  day. 

The  Secretary  at  War  lAfgrma  me  that  Congress,  by  their  Act  of 
the  3d  October  last,  have  been  pleased  to  call  upon  the  same  States 
to  raise  the  same  number  of  moa  for  three  yeatB,  in  ofder  tliat  the 
present  officers  might  be  retained  in  service. 
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By  Mr.  Melchior  joar  EzoelleDCj's  Letter  was  received,  likeivise 
tne  frotn  the  honorable,  the  Vioe  president^  GeDeral  Mifflin,  &  the 
iMtiorable  Charles  BIddle,  EM].,  the  Secretary ;  all  in  favor  of  this 
joting  Oentleman  for  the  appointment  of  an  Ensigncy.  Previous  to 
the  reoaipt  eC  these  Letters  I  was  indnoed  in  Ay  Letter  of  the  7th 
August  to  recoranond  to  yont*  ExccDeney,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  a 
8oD  of  the  late  General  Thomson's,  to  fill  the  first  yacancy.  He  was 
wannly  reeominended  to  me  by  General  Irvin  &  sererai  others  of 
his  aoqnaintanoe. 

From  the  powerfnl  reeommendationa  in  favour  of  Mr.  Melchiory 
It  weald  bo  presamptien  in  me  to  urge  the  matter  further,  as  the 
appoinCments  rest  eolely  with  your  honorable  body. 
.  If  it  meets  the  appiH^tiott  of  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable 
Gounoil,  the  following  is  the  new  arrangement  which  I  wish  to  take 
plaee  in  our  State,  for  the  let  United  States  Regiment,  via. 

^  Lt.  Col.  Com't 

JOSIAH  HARMAR,  V  k 

)  Brigadier  General  by  Brevet 
Captain  Williaoi  Fergnaon,  Artillery. 
CapUin  David  Zeigler,  Infantry. 
Captain  WiUiam  M'Gnrdy,  ditto. 

LiettteMaat  ErourineBeatty)  Infantry. 

Lientenant  Thomas  Doyle,        ditto. 

Lieutenant  John  Armstrong,    ditto. 

Lieutenant  Edward  Spear,  Art^y,  Vice  Lt.  Aston  promoted. 

Ensign  Ebenezer  Denny,  Infantry. 

Ensign  Nathan  M'I>owell,  ditto. 

Robwt  ThomsoB)  >  One  of  them  to  be  Ensign  in  the  Infantry. 

Jacob  Melchoir.    )  Vice  Ensign  Spear  promoted. 

T«k«  M>T\^»^ii  Q.,— «^«  1 1*  i«  uncertain  whether  he  will  continue 
John  M  Dowell,Surgeon,  J  .^  g^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

Richard  Allison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Either  Mr.  Thomson  or  Mr.  Melchior,  which  ever  your  Excellency 

&  the  Honorable  Council  shall  judge  most  proper,  will  fill  the  vacancy 

occaaioDed  by  Captain  Finnej'a  resignation.    If  Doctor  McDowell 

%  declines  the  service,  Doctor  Aliison,  the  mate,  is,  I  believe^  in  every 

respect  qualified  to  sucoeed  him. 

I  have  the  himor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  esteem  &  respect, 

Your  Exeellency'e  &  the  hononlble 

Oounoil'a  smsI  h'ble  &  obt.  Ser't, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt  ObL  Oen.  let  d.  &  RegLy  k  Brig.  Geo.  by  Brevet 

Hb  Sxoelleney,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Pres?dent;  &  tihc  honor- 
able.  The  Supreme  Exccattvd  Councit  Penn!«ylvania. 
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French  and  Ambhican  Commkrcb,  1787. 


LETTRE  de  M.  Lambert, 
Conseiller  d*Etat  &  an  Gon- 
Bcil  royale  de  Finance  &  de 
Commerce,  Contr61eur  g^* 
n^ral  des  finances,  h  M.  Jef- 
ferson, Ministre  pl^nipoten- 
tiaire  des  Etats-Unis  d*A- 
m^riqne  pr^a  de  Sa  Majesty 
Tr^Chr^tienne. 

Versailles,  29.  D^cembre  1787. 

J'ai  VhoDDcar,  Monsienr,  de 
Yoos  enyojer  nne  copie  de  1' Arr^t 
qui  yient  d'etre  rendu  aa  Conseil 
poar  renconragement  da  Com^ 
merce  des  Etats-unis  de  TAm^ 
rique  en  France.  Je  tous  en  fend 
passer  un  certain  nombre  d'ezem* 
plaire6,au8sit6tqu'il  sera  imprim^. 

Yous  y  yerres  que  plasieursfa- 
yenrs  considerables  qui  n'ayoient 
point  encore  ^t^  promises  an  Com- 
merce Am^ricain,  ont  6t6  ajont^ 
h  celles  que  le  Roi  yous  ayoit  £ut 
annoncer  par  la  Icttre  qui  yens  a 
m  ^rite  le  22  Qotobre  de  Fannte 
derni^re. 

Si  dans  Tinteryalle,  quelques 
droits  ont  4i6  per9UB  centre  les 
dispositions  de  cette  lettre,  ils 
seront  restitu^  sur  la  reprteenta- 
lion  des  acquits. 

J'ai  donn4  ordre  aussi  que  Ton 
T^rifiit  les  faits  an  sujet  desquels 
on  yous  a  rapports  que  la  d^ision 
du  24  Mai  1786»  relatiyement  an 
commerce  du  Tabao,  n'ayoit  pas 
eu  une  enti^re  execution.  Yous 
pouyei  6tre  assure  que,  s'il  est 
prouT^  qn'on  se  soit  ^cart^  des 
engagemens  pris  avec  la  sanction 


LETTER  from  M.  Lambert, 
Oonncellor  of  State  &  of  the 
Council  rojal  of  Finance  k 
Commerce,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finance  to  M.  Jef- 
ferson, Minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  the  United  States 
of  America  at  the  Court  of 
Yersailles* 

Versailles,  December  29, 1787. 

I HAVX  the  honour,  Sir,  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  an  Arret  passed  in 
Council,  for  encouraging  the  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  France.  I  shall  fur- 
nish you  with  a  number  of  others 
as  soon  as  they  shall  be  printed* 

You  will  therein  see  thatscyeral 
considerable  fayors,  not  before 
promised  to  the  American  Com- 
merce, haye  been  added  to  those 
which  the  kins  announced  to  yon, 
in  the  letter  addressed  to  you  on 
the22^  of  October  of  the  last  year. 

If  in  the  mean  time  any  duties 
haye  been  leyied,  contrary  to  the 
intentions  of  that  letter,  they 
shall  be  repaid  on  sight  of  the 
youchers. 

I  haye  also  ordered  a  yerifica- 
tion  of  the  fiicts  whereon  it  wa- 
represented  to  you,  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  24  of  May  1786, 
relatiye  to  the  Commerce  of  to- 
bacco, had  not  been  fully  exeeu« 
ted.  Be  assured  that  if  it  shall 
appear  that  engagements  haye 
been  eyaded,  which  were  taken 
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du  Roi,  fl  sera  Bcrapuleosement 
potiTTu  h  7  satisfaire. 

Vous  apprendrez  encore  arec 
plaisir  que  les  mesures  que  j'ai 
prises  pour  prev^nir  ^interruption 
da  commerce  des  tabacs  ont  ea 
un  plehi  succ^. 

Cette  marchandiae  ne  sera  point 
excepts  de  celles  auzquelles  Ten- 
trep6t  est  aecord6.  La  Ferme  g^6- 
rale  ne  jouira  d'aueune  pr^f^rence 
pour  Fachat,  &  les  propri^taires 
seront  compl^tement  les  mattres 
de  leurs  speculations,  ft  d'envoyer 
leurs  tabacs  par  mer  h  PEtranger. 


n  sera  senlement  pris  des  me- 
sares  poor  pr^venir  les  fraudes 
linzquelles  1  entrep6t  pourroit  ser- 
vir  de  pr^tezte,  ft  les  chambres 
dfn  commerce  des  ports  seront 
consult^  pour  que  les  precau- 
tions n^cessaires  ne  soient  pas  in- 
compatibles  avec  la  liberty  dont 
le  Commerce  doit  jouir  dans  ses 
operations. 

Quoique  Fapproyisionnement 
actuel  de  la  Ferme  gen6rale  se 
monte  h  environ  trois  ann^es  de 
sa  consommation,  j'ai  engage  cette 
Compagnie  k  continuer  d'acheter 
par  annee,  h  compter  du  1^  Jan- 
vier 1788,  jusqu'k  la  fin  de  son 
bail,  quatorze  mille  boucauds  de 
tabac  directcment  apportes  dans 
les  ports  de  France  sur  b^timens 
Fran9ois  ou  Americains,  ft  de  jus- 
tifier  tons  les  quatre  mois  que  cet 
achat  sera  monte  au  moins  h  qua- 
ire  mUle  six  cents  soixante  &  six 
hovcauds. 

Quant  aux  priz,  yous  avcz  scnti 
TOQs-meme  la  ncccssite  de  lea  kis- 
ser libres;  ft  cette  liberty  des  prix 
a  etc  le  premier  objet  des  demandes 


under  the  sanction  of  the  king, 
effectual  provision  shall  be  made 
for  their  scmpnioas  fulfilment. 

Yon  will  learn  also  with  pleasare 
that  the  measures  I  have  taken  to 
prevent  the  intemiptioii  of  the 
Commerce  of  tobacco,  have  had 
full  success. 

This  commodity  shall  not  be 
excepted  from  among  those  to 
which  the  right  of  entrepot  is 
given.  The  farmers  general  shall 
have  no  preference  in  the  pur- 
chases, the  proprietors,  shall  bo 
perfectly  masters  of  their  speeu- 
lations,  and  free  to  export  their 
tobaccoes  by  sea  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

Measures  only  must  be  taken 
to  prevent  those  frauds  to  which 
the  entrepot  might  serve  as  a 
pretext;  and  the  chambers  of 
commerce  for  the  ports  shall  be 
consulted,  in  order  that  the  pre- 
cautions necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose, may  noli  be  in  a  form  fn- 
compatible  with  that  liberty  which 
Commerce  ought  to  enjoy  in  its 
operations. 

Although  the  present  stock  of 
the  farmers  general  amouuts  to 
about  three  years  consumption  I 
have  engaged  that  company  to 
continue  to  purchase  yearly  from 
the  1"  day  of  January  1788,  to 
the  end  of  their  lease  fourteen 
thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco 
brought  directly  into  the  ports  of 
France  in  French  or  American 
bottoms,  and  to  shew  at  the  end 
of  every  four  months  that  their 
purchases  amount  to  four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  sixty  six 


As  to  the  prices,  you  have  been 
sensible  yourself  of  the  necessity 
of  leaving  them  free;  and  this 
freedom  of  price  was  the  principal 
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faitos  panr  les  n^gocians  Am^i- 
ottina  &  Fraogoia,  lors  dca  r^la- 
mations  qui  se  aont  ^levdea  contre 
le  traits  de  M^  Morria. 

La  resolution  prise  alors  de  for- 
cer les  approvisioanemens,  quoi- 
qu'k  prix  on^reux,  au  point  qu'il 
en  r^ulte  que  la  fermo  ^^n^rale 
eat  main  tenant  approvisionn^ 
pour  troia  ann4c8ymontrc  eombicn 
rint^rSt  des  pknteurs  &  n^gociana 
des  Etats-Unis  de  rAm6ri<|ue  a 
toujours  6U  pr^ieux  au  fioi. 

L'arrdt  du  Conaeil  joint  i  cette 
lettre  &  lea  autrea  diapositions 
dont  j'ai  Fhonnenr  de  yous  faire 
part,  oonfirment  de  plus  en  plua 
une  y6tit4  si  propre  k  resserrer 
tons  les  liens  qui  unissent  les  deux 
nations. 

J'ai  rhonneur  d'etre  avec  un 
tres-sinc^re  &  inyiolable  attache- 
ment,  Monsieur,  votre  tr^hum- 
ble  ft  tres^ob^ssant  serviteur. 
Sf'gnd  Lambert. 


object  of  the  applicalioos  of  the 
AmcricHD  and  French  merchants 
when  they  complained  of  the  con- 
tract of  M.  Morris. 

The  determination  then  taken 
to  force  the  purchases  of  tobacco, 
the'  at  hig  hpricea,  insomuch  that 
the  farmers  general  now  find  them- 
selves possessed  of  three  years 
provision,  shews  that  the  interests 
of  the  planters  and  merchants  of 
the  United  States  of  America 
have  ever  been  precious  to  the 
King. 

The  arret  of  Council  herein 
inclosed,  and  the  other  regula- 
tions which  I  have  the  honour  of 
communicating  to  you,  are  a  fur- 
ther confirmation  of  a  truth  tend- 
ing so  much  to  strengthen  the 
bands  which  unite  the  two  na- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with 
a  very  sincere  and  inviolable  at- 
tachment, Sir,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant. 

Signed  Lambert. 
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AKRtT 

DU  CONSBIL  d'ETAT  DU  ROI 
PoorPencottragement  da  Com- 
merce de  France  avec  leB 
Etats-Unis  de  rAmi^riqae. 

Do  29  D4e«mbre  1787. 


AN  ACT 

or 
THE  KING'S  COUNCIL  OP  STATE. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the 
Commerce  of  France  with  ib« 
United  States  of  America. 

December  29,  1787. 


Lb  BOI  Toolant  enconrager 
le  Commerce  de  aes  Sajete  avec 
lea  EtatB-UniB  de  rAm^riqne,  k 
&ci)iter  entre  lea  denx  Nationa  dea 
reladona  r^iproqaement  utiles: 
Oai  le  rappcrt  dn  aieur  Lambert^ 
Conaeiller  d'Etat,  &  ordinaire  au 
Gonaeil  royal  dea  Finances  &  da 
commerce,  Contr6leur  g^ntoil  dea 
fmancesy  J3a  Majeati  iiant  en  ton 
(hnagU,  a  ordonn6  ft  ordonne  oe 
qidaait: 

ABTIOLE  PaSMIEB. 

Le8  huilea  de  baleinci  &  le 
spermaceti  qui  proviendront  de 
la  p§che  des  ci  toy  ens  &  habitans 
des  Etats-Unis  de  rAm^rique^  & 
seront  apport^  en  France  direo- 
tement  sur  Yaisseaux  Fran9ois  ou 
sur  Yaisseaux  dea  Ecats-XJnis,  con- 
tinueront  ^  n'dtre  soumis  qu'k  nn 
droit  de  Sept  livres  dix  sous  par 
barrique  du  poids  de  cinq  cens 
yingt  livreSy  &le8  fanonsde  balcine 
ne  le  seront  qu'k  uu  droit  de  Six 
livres  treiae  sous  quatre  deniers 
par  quintal,  avec  les  dix  sous  pour 
liYTC  en  sus  de  Fun  &  I'autre  droit, 
lesquels  dix  sous  pour  livre  cesse- 
ront  au  dernier  d^mbre  mil  sept 
cent  quatre-vingt-dix;  se  r^r- 
yant,  Sa  Majesty,  d'accorder  de 
plus  grandes  faveurs  aux  produits 


The  king  desirooa  of  encou- 
raging the  commerce  of  his  aab- 
jecta  with  the  United  Statea  of 
America  and  of  Militating  be- 
tween the  two  Nationa  connec- 
tiona  reciprocally  oaeful:  Haying 
heard  the  report  of  the  aieur 
Lambert,  Couaaellor  of  State  and 
of  tibe  Royal  Council  of  finance 
and  commwoe,  Comptroller  ge- 
neral of  finanoe,  His  Majebtt 
BEiNO  IN  BIS  CooNOiL,  baa  or^ 
dained  and  doea  ordain  aa  foUowa : 

Aeticle  nasT. 

Whais-oils  and  spermaceti, 
the  produce  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  citizens  &  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  of  America, 
which  shall  be  brought  into 
France  directly  in  French  ves- 
sels or  in  those  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  duty  only  of  seven 
livres  ten  sola  the  barrel  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
weight,  &  whale  fins  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  a  duty  of  only  six  livrea 
thirteen  sols  four  deniers  the 
quintal  with  the  ten  sols  per  livre 
on  each  of  the  said  duties ;  which 
ten  sols  per  livre  shall  ceaae  on 
the  last  day  of  December  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  &  ninety ; 
His  Majesty  reserving  to  himself 


^34 


PENHSYLVANtA  AltCHtVllS  17*1 


de  la  pdcbe  de  la  balcine  exerc^ 
par  \e9  P^heuts  dee  Etiits-nnis 
de  rAm6rique,  qui  seront  appor- 
t^  en  Franeejpar  Vaisgeauz  Fran- 
cois ou  des  Etats-tJnis,  dans  le 
caa  oik  d'aprte  les  renseignemene 
que  Sa  Majesty  fait  recueilliri 
EUe  le  jugeroit  convenable  aux 
iiit^f^ts  des  deux  Nations. 


IL 
Lbs  antres  holies  de  poisaon; 
&  ke  poissons  sees  ou  sal^  pro- 
tenant  de  m4me  de  la  pl<^o  des 
oitoyens  &  habitans  des  Etats- 
Unifl,  &  apport^  de  mdme  dirae* 
temenfc  en  France  par  leurs  Vaia- 
aeaox  ou  par  VaisaeMix  Francois, 
ne  pajerotki  auires  ni  phis  forts 
droita  que  oeux  auxquek  seat  ou 
seront  sonmis,  dans  le  mdme  eas, 
les  huiles  &  poissona  de  la  v^me 
esp^,-  prorenant  de  la  pdcbe  des 
ylllefl  anadatiques  on  des  autres 
Nations  les  plus  favoris^s. 

in. 

La  fabrication  des  cbandcUes 
ou  bougies  de  spermaceti  ou  blunc 
de  baleine,  sera  permise  en  France 
comtue  celle  des  autres  obaudoUes 
&  bougies. 

IV. 

^  Le8  graius,  fromens^  seiglc,  ri«, 
pois,  fdves^  lenCilles,  graines^  les 
farines,  los  arbres  &  arbustes,  les 
potasses,  eonnues  sous  le  nom  de 
pot-cah  &  ptairl-<u^,  les  peaux  k 
polls  de  castor,  les  cuirs  en  poil, 
les  fonrmres  &  pelleteries,  k  les 
bois  de  construction  apport^  des 
Etats-Unis  direotement  en  France 
MIT  Vaisseaux  Francois  on  des 
Etats-Unts,  ne  seront  sourais  qu'k 
on  droit  d'un  Huiti^me  poor  cent 
dc  la  valour. 


to  grant  further  favors  to  the 
pi^noe  ef  the  wfaftie  fisheries 
carried  on  by  the  fishermen  of  the 
United  States  of  America  which 
shall  be  brought  into  France  in 
French  vessels  or  in  those  of  the 
United  States,  if,  o^  the  infer* 
mation  which  His  Majesty  shall 
Cause  to  be  takeli  thereon,  ho 
shiill  judge'  il.  expedient  for  the 
interest  of  die  two  Nations. 

II. 
The  other  fish-oils  and  dry  or 
salted  fish,  the  produce  in  like 
manner  of  the  fisheries  of  the  ei« 
tisens  k  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  k  broncht  also  direotly 
into  France,  in  their,  or  in  Frendi 
vesseb,  shall  not  pay  any  other 
nor  greater  duties  than  those  to 
which  the  oils  k  fiah  of  the  same 
kind,  the  produce  of  the  fisheriea 
of  the  Hanseatio  towns,  or  of 
other  the  most  favored  ifatioaa^ 
are  or  shall  be  subject  in  the 
same  case. 

IIL 
Ttie   manufacture   of  candles 
and  tapers  of  spermaceti  shall  bo 
permitted  in  France,  as  that  of 
other  candles  k  tapers. 

IV. 

Corn,  wheat,  rye,  Hoe,  peas^ 
besns,  lentils,  flax-seed  and  other 
seeds,  flour,  trees  and  shrubs, 
pot-ash  and  pearl-ash,  skins  and 
fur  of  beaver,  raw  hides,  fnrs  and 
peltry,  and  timber  brought  from 
the  United  States  directly  into 
Prance,  in  French  veasels  or  in 
those  of  the  United  States,  shaH 
not  be  subject  but  to  a  duty  of 
one  eighth  per  cent  on  their 
value. 
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V. 

TotJT  Navire  qni  ayant  ^t< 
construit  dans  les  Etats-Unis,  sera 
ensuite  yendu  en  France^  ou  achet^ 
par  des  Frangois;  sera  exempt  de 
tons  droits^  h,  la  charge  de  justi- 
fier  qne  ledit  Navire  a  6t^  constrai£ 
dans  les  Etats-Unis. 

VL 
Lbs  feli^r^bentiDeSy  brais  '&  gou* 
drons,  prorenant  des  Etat^-Unk 
de  I'Ami^nqiie,  apport^  direoto- 
ment  en  France  par  VaisseauK 
Fran90iB  on  des  Etats-Unis,  ne 
pajCTont  qu'an  droit  de  Deux  & 
demi  poar  cent  de  la  valeur^  & 
aeront  les  droits  mentionn^,  tant 
ftit  present  article  qa'en  Particle 
lY,  exempts  de  toute  addition  de 
BOOB  ponr  lirre. 

Vlt. 
La  sortie  des  armes  de  toute 
^p^  &  de  la  poadre  k  tirer  pour 
les  Etats-Unis  de  V  Am^rique,  sera 
toujours  permise  sur  Vaisseaux 
Fran90«i  ou  des  Etats-Unid;  en 
pajant,  k  regard  des  armeS;  un 
droit  d'un  Huiti^me  pour  cent  de 
la  valeur,  ft  la  p6udre,  en  ce  cas, 
sera  exempte  de  tous  droits,  en 
prenant  lin  acquit  h  caution. 

vin. 

Les  papiers  do  toute  esp^e, 
m^rne  ceux  dedtin^  pour  tenture 
&  dominoterie^  les  cartons  &  les 
livres,  seront  exempts  do  tous 
droits  h.  leur  embarquement  pour 
les  Etats-Unisy  sur  Yaisseaux 
Frangois  ou  des  Btats-Unis  k 
jouiront,  en  ce  oas,  da  la  restitu- 
tion de»  droits  de  fabrication  sur 
les  papiers  &  cartons. 

IX. 
Les  droits  d' Amiraut^  sur  les 
Yaisseaux  des  Etata-Uuia,  entrant 


Vessels  built  in  tbo  United 
States  and  sold  in  France,  or  pur- 
chased by  Frenchmen  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  duties  on  proof 
that  they  were  built  in  tho 
United  States. 

VL 

TuRPHffnNB,  tar  and  pHoh  the 
ptoduto  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  brought  directly  into 
France  in  French  ressels  or  in 
those  of  the  United  States  shall 
pay  only  a  duty  of  two  aad  a  half 
per  eent  on  their  talue,  and  as 
well  the  duties  mentioned  in  this 
as  in  the  fourth  article  shall  bd 
exempt  from  all  additions  of  sous 
per  livre. 

VIL 

The  exportation  of  arms  of  all 
forts,  and  of  gunpowder  for  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall 
be  always  permitted  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  Uaited 
States,  paying  for  flie  arms  a  duty 
of  one  eighth  per  cent  on  their 
value:  and  gunpowder  in  that 
case  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty 
on  giving  a  cautionary  bond.  ^ 

VIIL 
Papers  of  all  sorts,  even  pape'r 
hangings  and  coloured  papers,, 
pasteboard  and  books  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  duties  on  their 
embarcation  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  Flinch  vessels  or 
in  those  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  entitled  in  that  ease  to  a 
restitution  of  the  febi'ieMttion  du- 
ties on  paper  and  pasteboard. 

IX. 

The  Admiralty  duties  on  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  en- 
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oa  sortant  dee  ports  de  France,  ne 
pourroot  ^tre  per^ua  que  confor- 
moment  k  TEdit  du  mois  de  juin 
dernier,  pour  lea  cas  qui  y  Bont 
port&,  &  auz  Lettres-PatenteB  du 
lO  Janvier  1770,  pour  leg  objets 
auzquela  il  n'auroit  pas  6i6  pour* 
TU  par  ledit  Edit;  se  r^ervant 
an  surplus  Sa  Majesty,  de  faire 
connottre  ses  intentions  sur  la 
mani^  dont  lesdits  droits  seront 
pergusi  soit  k  raison  du  ton* 
nage  des  Vaisseaux  ou  autrement  i 
oomme  aussi  de  simplifier  lesdits 
droits  d' Amiraut^y  &  de  les  r^ler 
autant  qu'il  sera  possible  sur  le 
principe  de  la  r^iprocit^,  aussi- 
t6t  que  les  travaux  ordonn^s  par 
Sa  Majesty,  aux  termes  de  Tar* 
tide  XXVI  dudit  Edit  du  mois 
de  juin  dernier,  seront  achevds. 


X. 
L'snteepOt  do  toutes  les 
productions  &  marohandises  des 
Etats-Unisy  sera  permis  pour  six 
mois  dans  tous  les  ports  de  France 
oaverts  au  Commerce  des  Colo- 
nies; &  ne  sera  ledit  entrepot  sou- 
mis  qu'i  un  droit  d'un  Huiti^me 
pour  cent. 

XL 
,  PoUE  &y(ffiaer  Texportation 
des  annes,  des  quincailleries,  des 
bijouteries,  des  bonneteries,  de 
laine  &  de  coton,  des  gros  lainages, 
des  petites  draperies  &  des  6toffes 
de  coton  de  toute  esp^,  &  autres 
marohandises  de  fabrique  Fran- 
9oise,  qui  seront  enToy6es  aux 
Etata-Unis  de  l'Am6rique  sur 
Vaisseaux  Fran9oi8  ou  des  Etats- 
Unis,  Sa  Majesty  be  reserve  d'ac- 
corder   des   encouragemens;  qui 


tcring  into,  or  going  out  of  the 
ports  of  France,  shall  not  be  levied 
but  conformably  with  the  Edict 
of  the  month  of  June  last  in  the 
cases  therein  provided  for,  and 
with  the  Letters-patent  of  the 
tenth  of  January  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  for 
the  objects  for  which  no  provision 
shall  have  been  made  by  the  said 
Edict :  His  Majesty  reserving  to 
himself  moreover  to  make  known 
his  intentions  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  duties  shall  be 
levied,  whether  in  proportion  to 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessels  or 
otherwise,  as  also  to  simplify  the 
said  duties  of  the  Admiralty  and 
to  regulate  them  as  far  as  shall  be 
possible  on  the  principle  of  reel* 
procity,  as  soon  as  the  orders  shall 
DC  completed  which  were  given 
by  His  Majesty  according  to  the 
twenty-sixth  article  of  the  said 
Edict  of  the  month  of  June  last. 

X 
Ths  entrepot  (or  storing)  of  all 
the  productions  and  mercbandiae 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  per- 
mitted for  six  months  in  ail  the 
ports  of  France  open  to  the  Com- 
merce of  her  Colonies;  and  the 
said  entrepot  shall  be  subject  only 
to  a  duty  of  one  eighth  per  cent. 

XL 
To  favour  the  exportation  of 
arms,  hardware,  jewellery  bon- 
netery  (*),  of  wool  and  of  cotton, 
coarse  woollens,  small  draperies 
and  stuffs  of  cotton  of  all  sorts, 
and  other  merchandizes  of  French 
fabric,  which  shall  be  sent  to  the 
United  States    of  America,   in 

(*)  This  term  inoludes  bonnets 
BtockiDgs,  socks  underwaist  coats, 
drawer  gloves  and  mitaines  as  sold 
by  the  bonnctiers. 
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fleroBt  inccsflamment  r^gl^  es  eon 
Gonseil,  selon  la  nature  de  cW 
cone  deiiditea  marchandiBes. 


XII. 
QtfANT  anx  antrea  marchan* 
dises  Don  d^nomm^  an  pr^ent 
arr€t,  apport^  directement  en 
France  des  Etats-Unis,  sor  leurs 
Yauseanz  on  BurVaisseanz  Fran- 
9oiSy  on  port^  de  France  anx- 
dits  Etats-Unis,  sur  Yaisseanx 
FTan9oi8  on  des  EtatB-Unis,  &  h 
regard  de  toutes  conventions  de 
Commerce  qaelconques,  veut  & 
ordoDoe  8a  Majesty,  que  lea  ci- 
tojena  des  Etai-Unis  jouiasent  en 
France  dea  mclmea  droita,  privi- 
leges &  exemptions  que  lea  aujeta 
de  Sa  Majesty,  aauf  Texdcution 
dea  diapoaitiona  port^a  par  I'ar- 
ticle  IX  ci^9sua. 

xm. 

Sa  Hajeate  accorde  aux  ci- 
toyena  &  Iiabitana  dea  Btata-Unia, 
tOQB  lea  avantagea  dont  jouiaacnt 
on  poorront  jouir  tk  Tavenir  lea 
Nationa  ^ran^ea  lea  plus  favo- 
riaees  dana  aea  Coloniea  do  TA- 
iindrique,  &  de  plus  Sa  Majesty 
aaaare  auxdita  citojena  &  Iiabitana 
dea  Etata-Unia^  toua  lea  privil^gea 
t  ayantagea  dont  aea  proprea  su- 
jota  de  France  jouiaaent  on  pour- 
rent  jouir  en  Aaie  &  dana  lea 
EcheUes  qui  y  conduiaent,  poorvu 
toQtefois  qaeleiirs  bfttimena  ayent 
M  am^a  &exp^i^  dans  un  dea 
porta  dea  Etats-Unis. 

Manpb  ft  ordonne  Sa  Majesty 
k  Mona.  le  Due  de  Penthi^vre^ 
Amiral  de  France,  aux  sieura  In« 
tendaaa  ft  Commissairea  d^rtia 


French  yeaaela  or  in  thoae  of  the 
United  States,  His  Majesty  re- 
serves to  himself  to  grant  en* 
couragementa  which  sl^l  be  im« 
mediately  regulated  in  his  Council, 
according  to  the  nature  of  each 
of  the  said  merchandizes. 

XII. 

As  to  other  merchandizes  not 
mentioned  in  this  act,  brought 
directly  into  France  from  the 
United  States  in  their  or  in  French 
yesaela,  or  carried  from  France  to 
the  said  United  States  in  French 
vessels  or  in  those  of  the  United 
States,  and  with  respect  to  all 
commercial  conventions  whatso- 
ever His  Majesty  wills  and  or- 
dains that  the  citiaens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy  in  France 
the  same  rights,  privileges  and 
exemptions  with  the  subjects  of 
His  Majesty :  saving  the  execu- 
tion of  what  is  provided  in  the 
ninth  article  hereof. 

XIII. 

His  Majesty  grants  to  the  ci- 
tiaana  and  inhabitatta  of  the 
United  States  all  the  advantages 
which  are  enjoyed  or  which  may 
be  here  after  enjoyed  by  the  most 
favored  nationa  in  his  Colonies  of 
America  and  moreover  His  Ma- 
jesty aaaurea  to  the  said  citixena 
and  inhabitanta  of  the  UnitecL 
Btatea  all  the  privileged  and  ad- 
vantages which  his  own  aubjects 
of  France  enjoy  or  ahall  enjoy  in 
Asia  and  in  the  acalea  leading 
thereto:  provided  alwaya  that 
their  veasela  ahall  have  been  fit- 
ted out  and  dispatched  in  some 
port  of  the  United  Statea. 

His  Majeaty  commanda  and 
ordera  M.  le  due  de  Penthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  the  Inten- 
danta  and  commiasaries  de  parti 
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dans  les  provinces,  an  Commis- 
saire  depart!  pour  Tobservation 
d^  Ordonnances  dans  les  Ami- 
rant^,  aux  Officiers  des  Amiran- 
t^s,  Matires  des  ports,  Juges  des 
traites,  &  tons  autres  qu'il  appar- 
tiendra,  de  tenir  la  main  k  Tez^- 
ontion  dn  present  R^glement,  le- 
Quel  sera  enregistr^  aux  Greffes 
aesdites  Amirant^,  Id,  pnbli6  & 
affich^  par-tout  oii  besoin  sera. 


Fait  au  Conseil  d'Etat  du  Roi^ 
Sa  Maicst^  y  6tant,  tenu  k  Ver- 
sailles le  vingt-neuf  d(k5embre  mil 
sept  cent  quatre-vingt-€ept. 

JSi^ni  LE  0."  DE  IiA  LUZKftRB. 


in  tlie  provinces,  The  commis- 
saries de  parti  for  the  observation 
of  the  ordinances  in  the  admi- 
ralties, the  officers  of  the  admi- 
ralties masters  of  the  ports,  judges 
des  traites,  and  all  others  to 
whom  it  shall  belong  to  be  aiding 
in  the  execution  of  the  present 
regulation  which  shall  be  regis- 
tered in  the  ofibes  of  the  said 
admiralties  read  published  and 
posted  whereever  shall  be  ncces* 
sary. 

Done  in  the  King's  council  o( 
State,  His  Majesty  present,  held 
at  Versailles  the  twenty  ninth  of 
December  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  seven. 

Signed  le  G^.  db  la  Luzsrme* 


Jambs  O'Hara  to  Pres.  Franklik,  1787. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'r  31st,.  1787- 
His  Exeelleney,  The  president  of  the  Bzeeutive  Gonneil. 
Sir, 

Having  the  Contracts  for  supply ieg  the  Troops  in  the  Western 
Country  with  provisions^  1  heg  leave  to  represent,  That  on  applieaT 
tion  being  made  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  at  Ne#  To^k,  for  a 
Balance  now  doe  for  Issues  they  were  under  the  neoeaaity  of  draw- 
iQg  on  their  Loan  officer  in  this  City,  for  aevtti  thoassnd  Dollars, 
declaring  it  impracticable  to  support  the  Troops  any  longer,  should 
this  mode  be  rejected  I  accepted  of  Ibis  on  the  hoard's  assureing 
me  that  Pennsylvania  had  oflfe^d  me  a  payment  of  Twenty  tbousana 
dollars  on  account  of  Clothing  (which  was  procured  by  other  means) 
and  that  they  have  no  doubt  bnt  this  o&r  would  be  continued  for 
the  uso  of  tbe  provision  contract,  it  being  more  neoeisary  for  their 
support.  That  on  producing  those  drafts  for  payment. tbe  officer  of 
Loans  says  he  has  not  the  meai^  in  his  power.  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  to  re<{uest,  That  the  Ho'no^lb  Gouticil  will  please  to.allow 
so  much  of  the  money  directed  to  be  paid,  on  Contract  for  Clothing, 
as  amounts  to  the  drafts  i^  my  favor,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
complete  the  contracts  for  the  froi  tier?,  which  public  dciiuquency 
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will  render  ImpoeBibley  having  aLreadj  Issued  six  months  vithoni 
an  J  proportionable  pajments. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

with  doe  respect, 

your  Ezoellencj's 

most  obed't  HI.  Bery't, 

JAMES  O'HARA. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy  the  president  and  the  Hon'ble  Executive  CounciL 
Philadelphia. 
Indortementf 

Council  wish  to  know,  whether  this  state  is  clear  of  the  Contract 
for  Clothing,  &  how  far  They  are  able  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  Capt.  O'Hara.  Compter  Genl's  office,  Jan'y  8,  1787. 

By  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Treasury  I  find  that  this  State  is 
clear  of  the  cloatbing  contract.  That  money  was  an  anticipation 
upon  other  funds,  but  If  the  Hon'ble  The  Council  should  apply 
7,000  dollars  of  it  for  paying  for  rations  for  the  troops,  I  believe 
that  it  may  be  paid  in  such  time  as  will  suit  Colo.  O'Harra  with 
whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 


COMPTBOLLER   GENERAL  TO   CaPT.   JaMBS  McLeAN,   1788. 

Sir, 

Smuggling  it  is  suspected  is  again  practiced  at  this  place  and  a 
number  of  Waggons  are  expected  to  come  in  with  run  goods  to  a 
certain  store  in  this  city  before  day  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  morning 
next  The  naval  will  watch  with  the  Informer  and  designs  to  seize 
the  goods  and  the  Waggons  ft  Horses,  it  will  be  at  a  dead  of  the 
night,  when  unless  he  hath  some  aas^istance  the  Waggoners  may  get 
off  with  the  teams  perhaps  the  goods  also,  and  the  officer  may  not 
only  be  frustrated,  but  he  himself  Insulted  and  knocked  down  or 
abused,  he  therefore  will  probably  need  a  poise  ComUcUus  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  him  by  law,  and  hath  men- 
tiond  to  his  desire  to  have  some  of  the  guard  if  they  should  be 
neoessary,  yon  will  therefore  please  to  direct  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber may  tomorrow  night  &  the  next  be  at  the  Quard  house  and  not 
be  absent  therefrom  but  ready  at  a  minute's  notice  to  go  with  the 
naYsl  officer  upon  his  application  for  the  purpose  afores'd  your  indis- 
position will  prevent  you  from  attending  personally  to  this  business 
yourself  and  it  requires  the  most  profound  secrecy,  therefore  the 
Sergeant  to  whom  the  management  of  the  men  must  be  committed 

•  See  Gol.  Rac,  VoL  XY.,  p.  867 
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must  not  knotr  of  it  'till  pretty  late  tomorrow  afternoon  and  tbca 
a  prudential  caution  given  that  no  Information  be  communicated. 
There  arc  already  pretty  evidelkt  proofs  of  a  qtmntity  of  goods 
brought  last  night  in  Waggons  but  by  waiting  a  little  longer  it  w 
expected  to  effect  a  Conp  De  main^  after  what  is  said  above  I  need 
not  repeat  my  request  that  you  keep  this  matter  secret. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obdt.  Servt. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 
Jan.  5  1788,  Comptr.  Uen.  office. 


Gapt.  Jambs  McLban  to  Prx8.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philadelphia  Jany.  7tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  Just  now  been  honored  with  an  order  from  the  Supreme 
Ksecutive  Council  dated  the  5th  Inst  of  which  the  following  is  « 
Copy  ?iz. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  Jany.  5th,  1788. 

Council  having  by  their  Resolution  of  the  22d  day  of  March, 
1786,  and  agreeably  to  an  act  of  assembly  dated  the  22nd  of  Sep- 
tember 1785  directed  the  Comptroller  General  to  incorporate  a 
Corps  of  invalid  pensioners  for  the  express  purpose  of  Guarding  the 
pubiie  offices  in  the  State  house*  to  consist  of  OBe  Lieutenant,  Iwo 
SergeanU  k  eighteen  privates.  Resolved,  That  the  Corps  so 
established  be  contintued  and  the  Lieut,  as  commanding  Officer  is 
hereby  directed  to  consider  the  protection  of  the  different  p«blio 
offices  in  the  State  house  and  the  Treasury  as  his  first  principal  dat|, 
and  that  in  extraordinary  cases  he  apply  to  the  President  in  Council 
for  directions  &  oiders. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,  &o.* 

I  had  reed,  from  the  Comptroller  General  on  Saturday  last  tke 
orders  contained  in  the  letter  of  which  I  have  the  Honor  herewith 
to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Copy. — I  am  myself  confined  by  sick- 
ness to  my  room  but  have  given  orders  to  my  first  Serjeant  to  be 
ready  conformably  to  the  directions  I  have  reod.  from  the  Comp- 
troller General  k  wait  your  H^xcelienoy's  orders  to  know  bow  what  m 
do,  and  whether  I  shall  direct  or  prevent  their  going  with  the  nami 
officer  if  called  on  by  him.         I  am  yoar  Kxoellency's 

most  obdt.  Hble.  Servt. 

JAMES  MoLEAN. 
Directed^  Com.  Pena.  Guards 

To  Uitf  Excellencj  the  President  in  Cooacii. 

P  See  CfiO.  Rtc.,  XV.  p.,8e5,  8G6. 
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PitE&  Frahklin  to  Capt.  ^,  McLban,  1788. 

Jan.  0,  1788. 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

N6t  being  in  Oounoil  when  the  order  of  which  joa  have  sent  me 
ft  Copy  was  ksaed,  I  am  not  well  apprised  of  its  motives  tc  Inten- 
tions. I  cannot  now  see  the  Council  till  their  Meeting  to  morrow 
morning.  In  the  meantime,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  jou  to  com- 
manloate  to  the  Comptroller  the  order  you  have  received,  that  so 
the  Naval  officer  not  depending  on  (he  assistance  of  your  Men,  may 
apply  to  the  Sheriff. 

I  am  Sir, 
your  hum.  Servt. 

B.  P. 

James  MeCIean  Esq.,  Capt.  of  the  Pen.  Ods. 


P&BS.  FAA19KLIN  SO  V.  P.  MUHLEUBBBO,   1788. 

Tuesday  Momg,  Jaa.  8, 1788. 
Sir, 

Being  unable  to  comii  to  Conncit  this  Homing  as  I  intended,  I 
sesd  the  inclosed  Letter  which  I  received  yesterday  Evening  from 
Capt  McLean.  As  I  (Conceived  it  a  serious  Business  to  invade  the 
House  of  a  GHizen  at  Midnight  with  armed  Men,  on  SnspicioA  of 
Smuggling,  I  did  not  think  it  fit  to  advise  a  Compliance  with  the 
Reqaisition  of  the  Comptroller,  especially  after  such  an  order  had 
passed  the  Council ;  and  therefore  wrote  what  I  send  yoti  n  a  Copy 
of.  You  will  with  the  Council  give  such  Directions  as  shall  appear 
proper  on  the  occasion. 

With  great  Respect, 
I  am  Sir, 

Youi' most  obedt.  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIN. 
Dirtctedf 
Honble.  the  Viee  Prosident. 
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Wm.  Bradfoed,  Jfi.  TO  Prjss.  F&anklin^  1788. 

Jan.  lOlh,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  perceive  by  a  publication  in  the  Pennsylvania  Paoket|  ngiied 
^Richard  Wella,  that  a  charge  against  me  baa  been  made  by  that 
Gentleman  to  the  Supreme  Ezecntive  Coanoil.  In  his  Memorial 
respecting  the  Comptroller  General,  he  evidently  accuses  me  of  a 
Violation  of  my  public  duty  in  accepting  fee,  on  the  prosecutioQ  of 
several  information,  in  the  name  of  Frederick  Phile,  quitam,  &0u 
To  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  who  understand  the  nature  of 
my  connection  with  the  public  and  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  ; 
this  charge  must  have  appeared  absurd  and  extravagant ;  and  as 
I  have  hitherto  received  no  intimation  of  it  from  your  honorable 
body,  I  presume  it  has  been  considered  as  unworthy  of  notice.  If, 
however,  the  memorial  which  contains  it  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main on  your  files,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  this 
letter  may  remain  there  also,  that  those  who  may  hereafter  read  the 
accusation  may  be  able  to  determine  on  its  Justice. 

That  my  official  duty  does  not  call  upon  me  to  assist  in  the  prosecn* 
tion  of  any  quitam  information  will  appear  from  the  opinion  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  It  is  subscribed  by  all  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  that  are,  at  present  in  Town.  These  suits  may 
be,  and  generally  are  instituted,  without  authority  from  the  Council 
or  the  knowledge  of  the  Attorney  General.  They  are  conducted  at 
the  private  risque  of  the  informer;  and  by  such  Coun<»l  aa  he 
ohuses  to  employ.  He  alone  is  answerable  for  all  costs  &  ezpenoea 
&  liable  for  all  damages  to  the  party  injured  in  oaae  he  ahould  fail. 
Till  the  sentence  of  condemnation  passes,  he  fights  the  Battle  alone, 
unaided  by  the  State,  which  has  never  in  a  single  instance  borne 
any  part  of  the  expence  incurred  on  an  unsuocesafnl  information. 
Whenever  I  happen  to  be  retained  in  these  causes  I  appear  mb 
council  for  the  informer:  I  receive  my  reoompence  from  him  &  not 
from  the  State ;  and  whether  a  proportionable  part  of  this  and  the 
other  Bxpences,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Commonwealth  la  a  matter 
in  which  I  am  not  at  all  interested.  Hitherto,  bdeed,  it  has  been 
considered  as  reasonable  that  the  informer  who  runs  all  the  hazard 
&  encounters  all  the  Difficulties  &  unmerited  reproach  attendant  on 
the  prosecution,  should  receive  his  legal  Proportion  out  of  the  nett 
product  of  the  forfeiture :  the  expences  of  the  prosecution  being 
first  deducted  t  the  residue  divided  as  the  law  directs.  Whatever 
the  state  thus  receives,  it  acquires  (by  the  private  Exertion,  of  the 
Individual  who  prosecutes ;)  without  any  risk  or  Expenoe  on  the 
part  of  the  public.  And  as  these  forfeitures  are  established  for  the 
great  purposes  of  Punishment  &  Example,  not  of  immediate  revenue, 
these  ends  wou'd  be  answered,  &  the  Commonwealth  essentially 
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benefiiedy  eyeii  if  the  whole  forfeitim  had  been  gives  by  the  act  to 
the  informer. 

The  sTiit  against  the  Ship  Anna  was  eommeneed  by  Mr.  loffersol 
while  I  was  on  the  oircait  with  the  Judge.  On  my  return  home  I  was 
retained  as  assistant  Gonneil  in  the  Canse ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
your  Bzoelleney  ft  the  Gooneil  will  not  eonceiTe  that  I  violate  my 
pabHo  duty  by  attending  to  the  Business  of  my  Profession. 

This  ^oundless,  aoonsation  so  wantonly  made  without  the  least 
nrovoeatioUi  &  not  in  the  most  handsome  terms,  oould  never  have 
been  designed^  for  the  honorablo  body  over  which  you  preside. 
What  purposes  were  to  be  answered  or  what  Passions  gratified  by  ii 
I  shall  never  stoop  to  enquire.  But  I  trust  in  the  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  that  they  will  never  counte* 
nance  an  unmerited  attack  upon  the  character  of  any  officer  or 
eitiien  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
Bespeot  &  Esteem^ 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  Serv't, 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directed, 

His  Ezcell'y,  The  President  &o. 


Opinion  of  Judges  of  Sup.  Court  on  duty  of  Att'y 
Gbn'l,  1788. 

At  the  request  of  the  Attorney  General  the  Subscribers  certify  to 
the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  their  opinion,  That  it 
18  no  part  of  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of 
any  quitam  information  or  other  penal  action ;  nor  has  it  ever  been 
considered  as  such,  either  before  or  since  the  revolution.  The  suit 
IB  clearly  the  suit  of  the  informer,  &  not  of  the  State  until  Judg- 
ment ;  it  not  being  manifest  before,  that  the  Commonwealth  has  any 
interest  in  it.  The  Attorney  General  is  not  bound,  nor  has  he  any 
right  ez-officio  to  interfere  in  the  prosecution.  Bat  he  is  certainly 
at  liberty,  like  othet  Gentlemen  of  his  professsion,  to  be  retained 
by  the  informer  and  whenever  he  is  so,  he  is  considered  as  advocat- 
ing the  Cause  in  his  professional,  not  in  his  public  character. 

THO.  MoKEAN, 
WILL.  T.  ATLEE, 
GEO  BRYAN. 
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V.   P.   MUHLMIBERG  TO  Wm.  BrADFOBD,   Att'Y  GeN,, 

1788. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letter  to  Oo«ii«il  of  the  10th  tDstant  wm  laid  befbro  the 
board}  &  I  am  diveotcd  to  ioforin  you,  that  from  your  Letter  as  well 
as  the  Certificate  of  the  Judges,  The  Board  are  fully  satisfied  Tha^ 
youy  as  Attorney  General  was.  not  bouud,  or  had  any  right  6i*offioio 
to  interfere  or  carry  on  The  Proseoution  against  the  Ship  Anna. 
Your  letter  to  them  on  that  sabjeot  they  have  no  Objection  to  your 
communicating  to  the  Public. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

P£T£B  MUHLENB£EO,  V.  P. 

In  Counoil}  Philad%  January  12th,  1788. 

To  William  Bradford,  jun.,  Esq',  Attorney  General. 


Wm,  B&aofobd  Jr.,  to  Council,  1788. 

Jan.  14,  1788. 
Sir, 

Understanding  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Wells's  Memorial  has 
given  birth  to  some  mistakes  respecting  the  nsture  of  my  official 
duty,  I  request  permission  to  lay  oefore  the  public  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  upon  that  Subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezceirys  most  Obd.  servt., 
WM.  BRADFORD,  A.  Gen. 
Directed, 

His  Ezoellcncy  The  President  In  Council. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Pkanklin,  1787. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  An  Abstract  of  the  Olaimi  of 
Penn*  against  the  United  States  so  far  as  they  have  been  ad^justed, 
amounting  to^6,999,782,^g  Dollars,  Principal  and  Interest,  to  Jan'y, 
1788. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

,  with  great  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

JN*  NICHOLSON. 
Compt'r  Gonrs  Office,  March  31gt,  1789. 
Direcfedf 

His  Excell'y,  the  President  in  Council. 
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General  Abstract  of  Accounts. — The  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES,   1787. 


Principal. 
Dollars,  90  8 

Play  of  tbe  Army, 67,290  51  0 

BspTBciftiioE  on  Pay  of  the  Army,..  1,566,244  20  2 

Beoruiting  the  Army, 282,154    8  6 

Monies  paid  to  the  Continental  Re- 

qaisitioi|8  of  Congveas, 190,169  87 

Monies  paid  sundry  Officers  of  the 

United  States, 68,052  61 

Pay  of  Militia, 683,056  62  1 

Flying  Camp, 32,666  60 

Specific  Supplies, 779,189  26  4 

Provision, 73,673  36 

Transportation, 4,821    8  2 

Forage,.. 96    4 

Cloathing, 24,050       3 

Contingent  Ezpences, 30,241  41  2 

Horses  purchased  in  1778, 14,196  56  6 

Ditto,  in  1780, 90,336    7 

Quarter  Mastera  &  Cooimissary's 

Certificates, 62,074  36  4 

Disbursements  in  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter's DepS ^ 20,664  16  5 

Ditto,  in  the  Hospital, 8,547  13  7 

Ditto,  for  Prisoners  of  War, 472  68  4 

Militia  Pensioners, 2,018  50 

Expence  of  Deserters, 244  82  8 

Commissary  of  Issues  Dep*, 370 

Arms,     Amunition    &    Ordnance 

Stores, 261,337    4  5 

Fortifications, 117,569  60  3 

Continental  Powder  Wotks, 19,200 

Gun  lock  &  Salt  Petre  Works, 82,522  16  4 

Naval  Armament  for  de&noe  of  the 

Bay  &  River, « 449,928  72  6 

Depreciation  on  Pay  of  the  Navy,..    32,603  46 
Sundry  Disbursements,  (blended,)..    72,556  60  5 

Amount,        5,025,348 13 


Interest  to  Ist 

Jan'y,  1788. 

.  Dollars,  90  8 

14,609  8  2 

696,533  61  1 

88,485  61 

87,782  34  2 

25,876  74  1 
368,888  54  5 

311,439  67  2 

29,098  61 

2,124  20  5 

34  56  2 

8,348  9  1 

2,124  4  7 

8,292  62  7 

39,713  74 

28,931  3  2 

2,465  12  7 

2,436  39  2 

187  54  3 

702  4  1 

140  79  6 

78  25 

69,156  71 1 
41,659  21 1 

53,800  7  6 

31,548  2  3 
14,608  60  4 
46;567  68  6 

1,974,434  10 
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Sec'y  Biddle  to  Clement  Biddlb,  (Marshal,)  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Pliiladelphit;  Ja&tiary  24t1i,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  traDsmitted  to  yon  some  time  ago  a  copy  of  a  BesolutioD  of 
Ck>aacil  requirins:  aU  officers  lately  appointed  by  OonnoU  forthwith 
to  enter  in  this  Office  the  Seonrity  which  the  Law  directs.  I  am 
now  to  inform  you  that  all  the  officers  called  npoo  have  complied 
with  this  resolution  except  yourself  and  must  earnestly  request  your 
early  attention  to  this  business. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  bumble  servant, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE 
for  CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Sec'y.* 
Directly 

Clement  Biddle  Esq'r,  Marshall  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 


Lt.  Col.  John  O&aig  to  Council,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  freauent  Applications  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  for 
the  County  of  Northampton,  find  myself  Oblig'd  to  trouble  yon  with 
an  Estimate  of  their  demands  laid  in  Against  the  Lieut's,  Vis.,  Pay 
due  to  the  Adjutants,  Drum  and  Fife,  majors.  Drummers  and  Fifers, 
and  to  the  Officers  making  a  return  of  the  male  white  Inhabitants, 
printer's  Bill  and  Stationary. 

For  the  discharging  of  the  same  I  Request  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Mililia  Fines  of  said  County,  for  which  the  Subscriber  will  be 
Accountablcf 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Oentlemen, 
Tour  most  Obed't  H'ble  Serrt., 

JOHN  CRAIG,  Lieut 
Jan'y  80th.  1788. 
DirectX, 
The  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  864. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  page  890. 
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An  Abstraol  of  Ikpenoes  dae  ob  Muatec  Days  for  Six  Battallions. 

£  8.  d. 
Adjutants,  .  .  .  .  9  00  0 
Dram  and  fife  Majors,  .  •  •  .  6  00  & 
Drummers  &  fifers  wages;  .  .  .  .  125  00  0 
Officers  making  a  return  of  the  Male  White  In- 
habitants, .  .  .  .  _  .  53  00  0 
For  Drums  &  repairing  Drums,  ,  .  «  20  00  0 
Stationary,  .  .  .  .  2  5  0 
Printing,                        .            .  .            .  1  15  0 

Totel.        £217  00  0 


V.   P.   MUHLENBBBG  TO   DfiLEaATES  IN   OONGBBS8,   1788. 

In  Council, 
Philadelphia,  February  5th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inolos^  you  a 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  a  Tract  of  Country  on  Lake  Erie. 

Coundl  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  such  information 
on  the  subject  as  may  be  in  your  power^-^especially  on  that  pftrt 
which  relates  to  the  Estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  to  porohase,  and 
for  what  sum  other  Lands  belonging  to  The  United  States  in  those 
parts  were  sold.  It  may  likewise  be  necessary  to  obtain  information 
respecting  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  know 
how  far  the  same  extends  along  the  Pennsylvania  Line  in  order  to 
make  an  Estimate  of  the  Quantity. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 

Hon'blc,  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 

♦  Eleeted  V.  P.  Oct.  Slst,  1787— CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  80ft. 

Vol.  XL— 11 


298  PSNNSYLVANIA  A1U3HIVES  1788.. 

JosTOH  Pbbkin  to  Wm.  Hmtry,  1T88. 

Philadelphia,  teVj  8Ui,  1788.- 
Sir, 

I  have  heiewiih  Sent  you  a  retnrn  of  all  the  Hnsqneta  &  Baynettes 
I  have  rec'd  from  The  difrant  Battalions  of  City  Militia,  which  I 
find  fall  far  Short  \)f  what  I  expected,  Tho'  no  Peans  on  my  Part 
hath  Been  Spar'd  to  Collect  them  in. 

Mosqa.  Bays. 
2  Battalion,  106       74 

8      do.       .  .  «  86       54 

4  do.  .  106       45 

5  do.       .  .  71       46 

6  do.  ...  29       14 
OfCap.  StUes,            «                                    133       61 

531     295 
I  am  not  famiflbed  with  an  aooonnt  of  what  have  Been  collected 
from  the  Seventh  Battalion,  as  my  People  are  ont  a  Collecting,  Bat 
am  Informed  by  Col.  Coats  there  are  very  few  in  that  Bat'n. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  respect, 

Tonr  hnmble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  PERKIN.* 
William  Henrey,  Esquire. 

N.  B.  There  will,  I  Think,  be  at  least  100  of  Those  I  have  Beo'd 
which  will  Be  condemnd. 


V.  P.   MUHLBNBBRa  TO   GoV.  OF  CONNBCTICUT,    1788. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  February  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency,  Doctor  Franklin,  president  of  this  State,  being 
indisposed.  Council  have  directed  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Excellency's  fiivor  relative  to  John  Franklin — a  State  prisoner 
now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City.  Tour  Excellency  will  perceive 
by  the  enclosed  Besolutionf  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
this  State,  in  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  friendly  interposi- 
tion, have  mitigated  the  severity  of  Franklin's  confinemant  as  much 
as  lay  in  their  power — but  as  his  admittance  to  Bail  depends  on  an 

'»  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  890. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  S85,  886,  394. 
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set  of  tbe  Legialatnfey  and  the  Cknend  Aasemblj  are  not  oonren'd 
at  preaenty  CiHinoil  will  probably  reoomtneod  hia  oaae  to  tbe  next 
Honae :  provided  the  Inhabitanta  of  Wjoming  eontinue  their  preaent 
peaeeable  diapoaition. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

With  great  Respectj 

Yoor  Exoellenoy's  moat  obedient  aervant^ 

P.  MUHLENBERG,  Y.  P. 

Hk  Exoellency,  Sam.  Hontington,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Oonneetioat. 


Sbcy.  op  Congrbss  to  Pkbs.  Pbankun,  1788. 

(Circular,) 

Offioe  of  Secretary  of  CongreaB« 

February  16th,  1788. 
Sttf 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Bzcellenoy  herewith     ^ 
enclosed  an  act  paaaed  the  12th  instant  by  the  United  States  iu 
Oongreas  assembled  for  granting  Sea  Letters  to  American  vessels 
bound  on  long  and  diatant  voyages.    That  the  meroantiie  part  of 
your  State  may  be  fully  informed  of  this  act,  I  have  to  request^ 
the  fftvour  of  your  Excellency,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  caube  it 
to  be  published  in  the  public  papers,  or  made  known  to  them  in 
0uch  other  way  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yoor  Bxoellenc/s  most  obedient, 

k  most  Humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed, 

Hia  Bxoellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  X7.,  p.  891. 
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GsN.  Enox  to  Fees.  F&akelin,  1788. 

War  office,  Febnutry  16A,  1788. 
Sir; 

I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  favor  of  the 
2nd  instant,  stating  the  dispute  of  rank  between  Captains  Zeigler 
and  Fergtison,  and  also  covering  the  certificate  of  the  promotions 
and  appointment  in  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  servioe 
of  the  United  States,  made  bj  the  Executive  Oounoil  on  the  26th 
of  November  1787 — To  wit :  Lieutenant  Ashton  promoted  to  be  a 
captain,  vice  Finney  resigned — the  senior  Ensign  promoted  to  be  a 
Lieutenant,  vice  Ashton  promoted,  and  Robert  Thompson  appointed 
to  be  an  Ensign. 

Your  letter  contained  Uie  first  intimation  of  the  dispute  alluded 
to^Early  after  the  formation  of  the  present  corps,  I  directed  the 
commanding  officer  to  assemble  the  other  field  officers,  and  the  in« 
specter,  as  a  board  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  all  the  officers  of 
the  regiment — ^But  the  dispersed  and  distant  situation  of  the  several 
companies  prevented  a  compliance  with  my  orders. 

On  considering  the  subject  of  rank  of  the  officers  on  the  present 
military  establishment,  it  appeared  perfectly  reasonable  to  me,  that 
all  the  commissions  should  be  dated  on  the  day  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  which  gave  existenoe  to  the  corps. — That  unless  this  point 
were  made  a  principle,  officers  might  loose  or  gain  what  they  regard 
as  an  esential  right  from  the  accidental  circumstances  of  the  legia* 
lature  of  the  State  to  which  they  were  attached  meeting  a  little 
earlier  or  later  as  the  case  might  be,  accordingly  the  commissions 
were  all  dated  on  the  12th  of  April  1785,  and  the  settlement  of  their 
relative  rank  was  left  to  the  judgement  of  the  field  officers. 

But  as  the  resolves  of  October  1786,  augmented  the  troops,  by 
which  officers  might  be  introduced  on  the  same  grades  with  those 
previously  in  service,  it  became  necessary  to  hold  up  the  principle, 
that  offii^rs,  in  the  service  of  the  Union  should  in  cases  of  original 
appointments,  take  rank  from  the  dates  of  the  acts  of  Congress  by 
which  they  were  raised,  notwithstanding  any  difference  of  relative 
rank  during  the  late  war. 

In  holding  up  this  idea  a*  a  principle,  I  did  not  think  it  ought  to 
operate  prior  to  April  1785. — ^The  corps  raised  for  one  year  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  Srd  of  June,  1784, 1  considered  merely 
as  militia,  and  I  conceive  this  conclusion  was  fully  authorised,  as 
well  by  the  letter  as  the  spirit  of  the  said  resolve,  and  that  such 
temporary  service  ought  not-in  equiiy,  nor  could  not  with  military 
propriety  be  estimated  as  a  counterballanoe  for  the  established 
reUtive  rank  which  might  have  subsisted  for  several  years  of  the 
late  war. 

Notwithstanding  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  troops  raised 
by  the  resolve  of  J  une,  1784,  the  Executive  Council  possess  the 
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light  on  an  original  appointeaient^  to  atraage  tbeir  oifioenaa  ibey 
please,  bat  perkapa  thej  may  on  ooaaideration  be  of  opinion,  tbat  it 
might  oondi^ce  to  the  harmony  of  the  Bervioe  to  leave  the  deoiaion 
of  the  present  dispute  to  a  board  of  field  officer8.-^If  so,  and  you 
should  be  pleased  to  intimate  snoh  dbposition  to  me,  I  will  direct  the 
commanding  offio^jr  accordingly — I  do  not  conceive  that  the  servioe 
ean  suffer  any  degree  of  injury  by  the  time  such  reference  would 
reqaiie  as  the  present  stations  of  the  two  officers  are  greatly  sepa- 
rated. 

I   should  be  much  obl'ged  by  being    informed,    whether  any 
measure  have  been  taken  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in  con- 
sequence of  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  8rd  of  October  last, 
f<Hr  replacing  the  troops  on  the  frontiers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedt.  &  very  humble  Servant, 

J.  KNOX.* 


Col.  Anhbiw  Poetbr  to  Pbes.  Fbakklin,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreably  to  you  request  I  have  herein  drawn  up  a  Description  of 
the  Country  lying  between  the  northern  boundaries  of  this  State  and 
Lake  Erie,  west  of  the  State  of  New  York,  viz. 

The  soil  will  come  under  the  description  Tolarable  good.  The 
Countary  is  clear  of  Mountains  and  but  very  little  broken  with 
Hills.  In  many  parts  of  it  are  very  rich  Tracts  of  land,  and  some 
parts  are  rather  wet  &  swampy. — ^It  abounds  with  a  great  variety  of 
Timber,  such  ar.  Sugar  Trees,  Beech,  Ash,  Hickory,  olack  Red  and 
White  Oak,  Chesnut,  Cherry,  Hemlock,  White  Pine,  Sycamore, 
Elm,  Cowcumber,  Asp^,  Birch,  Poplar,  Walnut,  &o. 

From  the  north  west  Comer  of  this  State  the  general  direction  of 
Lake  Erie  is  North  65^  East  for  upwards  of  sixty  Miles,  so  that  the 
angle  made  with  the  northern  boundary  Line  is  25^ 

The  Bay  of  Presque  Isle  is  a  safe  Harbour  for  shipping  and  the 
only  one  (on  this  side)  from  Oayaho^a  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake. 
The  distance  from  Presque  Isle  to  La  Bauf,  on  the  French  Creek 
is  about  15  miles,  and  the  ground  sufficiently  firm  to  admit  of  a 
good  Road  the  whole  way  with  little  or  no  Bridging. 

The  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  N.  York  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  probably  it  may  fall  a  few  miles  East  of  the  Oanawan'go 

*  Col.  Rec.,  X7.  p.  aw. 
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Blver. — ^Tbifl  River  is  boalftble  to  the  upper  end  of  Ohsdtghqne 
Lake,  from  tbenee  there  is  a  portage  of  about  9  Miles  to  Lake  Erie. 
The  above  described  ^Traot  of  Gonntry  may  eontain  between  7 
and  800,000  Acres. 

I  am  with  Eespect,  Gentlemen, 

your  obedt.  Hamble  Servt. 

ANDW.POKTEa.* 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
PcnnBylvania. 

Montgomery  County,  Febry.  16th,  1788. 


Wm.  Armstrong  to  Council,  1788. 

Norxiton,  Febroazy  16tb,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Honorable  Board  I  have  looked 
over  some  of  my  notes  Taken  when  out  on  the  line  last  summer  & 
find  that  after  we  Crossed  the  Alligane  river  the  last  time,  there  was 
much  of  a  sameness  in  the  Country  both  as  to  Timber  &  Soils  os 
and  near  the  line  and  a  greater  Variety  of  Wood  on  the  same  q^aoo 
then  I  ever  saw  in  any  other  part,  a  large  Proportion  of  which  was 
Beach,  Sugar  maple  &  ash,  The  soils  in  general  appears  rich  tho'  I 
believe  rather  Cold  for  some  kind  of  grane,  But  well  adapted  to 
srass.  The  Country  in  general  is  midling  Flat  and  level  but  more 
Particularly  so  on  the  heads  or  soroes  of  the  small  stremes  that  Emtj 
into  the  alligani  river,  all  the  waters  running  into  the  Lake  having 
«  bettor  Current  &  shoitor  distence  to  run.  The  high  dry  groan£ 
have  moderate  accents  and  appear  Pleasant  &  very  few  stone  to  be 
seen  on  the  surface,  the  waters  of  French  Creek  and  the  Conno- 
wonge  both  afford  a  good  Boat  Navigation  to  within  a  small  distance 
of  th«  Lake.  I  could  not  see  that  at  and  near  the  Lake  it  was 
more  subject  to  Early  frosts  then  many  parts  much  more  to  the 
southward.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  Equal  in  value  to  any  Equel 
Quantity  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  alligane  river  within  the 
lines  of  the  state,  according  to  Information  we  Received  from 
(Capt  Wm.  Morris  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  the  state  of  New 
York)  that  the  line  of  session  from  New  York  to  the  United  Sutes 
would  strike  the  line  of  our  State  at  or  near  the  190  mile  stone. 

♦  Col.Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pJ  882. 
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Tbo'  that  is  bit  nutter  of  opiDionfoaiidedcmluf  Infornuitioii  at  war 
rate  we  shall  iDolude  a  large  part  of  the  Margen  of  the  hake  wilh 
the  only  harber  on  it  wbioh  is  Priqnelle.    . 

I  remain  with  mnoh  Esteem, 

your  Honors  most  Obedient, 

&  very  humble  Senrt 

WM.  ABMSTBONO.* 

Directed, 

The  Supremo  Executive  Council. 


Andrbw  Blmcow  to  Pbbs.  Prakklin,  1788. 

Baltimore^  Feb'y  19th^  1788. 
8ir» 

From  the  Face  of  the  Map  we  returned  to  the  8u|^me  Exeou- 
tive  Ck)uncil  last  December,  of  the  Country  thro'  which  we  passed 
with  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State ;  it  appears  plain  thafthe 
situation  of  several  places  demands  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
The  Jint  is  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Gonawango  Biver ;  the  aeoond  at 
the  Mouth  of  French  Creek,  where  the  old  Venango  Fort  stood ; 
and  the  Mrd  at  the  head  of  the  Navigable  Water  of  French  Creek 
at  Fort  Le  Beuf.  It  is  probable  that  the  House  of  Assembly  may 
want  some  particular  information  relative  to  the  situation  of  those 
plaoes  and  the  surrounding  Countrv.  I  intend  being  in  Philad^a 
flome  time  next  week,  and  if  required,  shall  with  pleasure  make  such 
Communications  as  have  fell  within  my  knowledge, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Tour  Hble.  Servant, 

ANDBEW  BLUOOTT. 
Indanedf 

1788,  February  19th.    From  Andrew  Ellieott,  Esq.     Bead  in 
Gounoil  25th  of  Feb'y,  1788.    Ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  upon  that  part  of  the  Message  which  relates  to  the  pur- 
ehaae  of  land  bounding  upon  Lake  Erie. 
JHreded, 

His  ExoeUeney,  Bflnjanun  Franklin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

♦  Col.  Rec,,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  882. 
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i)AViD  Rebick  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

To  Hifl  Ezcellencj,  Benjamin  Franklin^  and  the  Honorable  the 
Gounoil. 

This  Country  has  never  experienced  a  Winter  more  severe.  The 
Mercury  has  been  at  this  place  12°  below  the  extreme  oold  point;  at 
Moskingdum  20,  and  at  Pittsburg  within  the  bulb  or  bottle.  The 
difference  may  be  accounted  for  in  part  by  the  inland  situation  of 
this  place,  and  greater  ^nd  lesser  quantities  of  ice  at  the  others. 
It  has  been  altogether  impossable  for  me  until  within  these  few 
days  past,  to  stir  from  the  Fire-side.  On  Tuesday  last  I  went  with 
several  other  gentlemen  to  fix  on  thfi^pot  for  laying  out  the  Town 
opposite  Pittsburgh,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a  general  view  of 
the  tra<^,  and  finds  it  far  inferior  to  my  expeotations,  although  I 
thought  I  had  been  no  stranger  to  it.  There  is  sonae  pretty  low 
ground  on  the  Rivers  Ohio  and  Alagania,  but  there  is  but  a  small 
proportion  of  dry  land,  which  appears  any  way  valuable  either  for 
Timber  or  Soil;  but  especially  for  soil,  it  abounds  with  high  Bill 
and  deep  Hollows,  almost  inaccessable  to  a  Surveyor.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Moon  are  capable  of  receiv- 
ing the  same  advantages  from  the  earth,  which  we  do  from  their 
world,  I  say,  if  it  be  so,  this  same  famed  track  of  land  would 
afford  a  variety  of  beautiful  lunar  spots  not  unworthy  the  eye  of  a 
Philosopher. 

I  cannot  think  that  ten  acre  lotts  on  such  pitts  and  hills  will 
possably  meet  with  purchasers,  unless  like  a  pig  in  a  poke  it  be  kept 
out  of  view.  Would  it  not  be  more  advantage  to  the  State  if  the 
Legislature  would  alter  the  law — ^That  a  Town  and  a  reasonable 
number  of  out  lots,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Town  be  laid  out, 
the  remainder  of  the  lands  be  laid  out  200  acre  lots  fronting  on  the 
River,  where  practicable  and  extending  back  so  as  to  include  the 
hilly  and  uneven  ground,  which  might  be  of  some  use  to  a  farm. 

1  cannot  believe  but  that  Col.  Lowry  and  Col.  Irwin,  both  mem- 
bers of  the  assembly,  and  who  knows  the  land  well,  will  on  consi- 
deration be  of  opinion  with  me,  that  small  lots  on  the  sides  of  those 
hills  can  never  be  of  use  for  any  purpose  but  as  above  mentioned. 
Perhaps  Council  may  think  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Legislature.  I  shall  go  on  to  do  the  business  as  soon  as  the  weather 
will  admit,  and  before  I  shall  have  proceeded  further  than  may  ac- 
oord  with  the  plan  here  proposed,  I  may  have  the  necessary  infbr- 
mation,  wheather  to  go  on  as  the  law  niew  direo^  or  not. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  and 

the  Honorable  the 

Council's  most  ob.  scrvi, 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Washington,  19th  Feb.,  1788. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788.'  245- 

KSTIMATB  OF  OONSIDBRATIOW  TO  INDIANS   FOR  TrIANGLK 

AT  Lake  Erib,  1788. 

10  Pieces  of  blue  Stroud^ 
100  White  Raffled  Shirts, 
20  pr  8  pmne  Mateh  Coats^ 
60  2}  Ditto, 

80  yiiidfl  of  Scarlet  Plannel, 
14  yards  Scarlet.Broad  Clotb. 
60  (Mieo  Shirts, 
SO  OastorHats, 

6  Dos.  Coaibs/(ooiir8e.) 

2  Boi.  Iverj  Ditto, 
20  lb.  VermilKoQ, 
60  OalloDs  Barbadoes  Rum, 

2  Quarter  Casks  Onnpowder. 
500  lb.  Lead, 

800  lb.  best  Leaf  Tobaoco, 

3  pieees  of  G-artering^ 
10  Dos.  Pipes. 

w^  will  cost  ab^    £375  0  0 
Waggonage,  Hire  of  Boats, 
TraDsportation  of  different  kinds 
Floor,  &  difoent  kinds  of  Proyifli<m8. 

ab*    260  0  0 
Oommissionen  Ezpenees  of  varions  kinds, 

ab*    250  0  0 
Special  Presents  to  be  made  to  PiuHripal  ChiefS| 

ab»      75  0  0 


£950  0  0 


I  beg  leave  to  inform  ConnoU  that  it  appears  tome  the  above 
Estimate  would  not  be  more  than  a  snffioient  Consideration  tot  the 
Claim  w^  ^e  6  Nations  have  to  the  Triangular  pieoe  of  Land  which 
this  Commonwealth  hath  in  contemplation  to  purchase  of  s'  Indians. 

PRA.  JOHNSTON. 


Feb'y  21, 1788. 


*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  892. 
11* 
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SbPOM  &  FsOCESDINaS  OF  J,UJHJ>UOLDEBMf  1788. 

Wednesday,  Feb'y  27th,  1788. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  nnmber  of  Landholderi,  Ao.,  James  Moore 
appointed  Chairman,  The  Committee  appointed  aft  laat  General 
meeting  on  Friday  evening,  the  22d  Inatant,  made  the  f<dlowing 
report,  vis : 

The  Committee  of  the  Landholdem  of  Laieme  and  Northampton 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Montgomery  Connty  in  Newyork,  heg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  oonfered  with  and  made  eaqniriea  of  seve- 
ral persons  acqnainted  with  the  Country  above  mentioned,  ai^d  find 
an  uniform  opinion  prevailing  among  themf  that  the  noet  naefdl 
road  which  can  be  laid  ont  therein,  most  r«n  from  the  plaoe 
known  by  the  name  of  Pooomo  point  along  the  ridge  dividing  the 
lesser  waters  of  the  Delaware  from  those  of  the  Sosqoehanna,  Tor 
the  Moosic  mountain)  op  to  Mount  Ararat,  A  thai  upon  a  carerul 
consideration  of  such  facts  as  could  be  ascertained  concerning  the 
nature  of  that  Country,  they  found  very  strong  reasons  for  adopt- 
ing the  same  opinion,  wherefore  they  unanimooaly  recommend  to 
the  Landholders  to  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures  for  laying 
oat  and  opening  a  road  as  nearly  in  a  direct  line  from  Pocomo  point 
to  Mount  Ararat  as  may  be  found  practicable. 

The  Committee  are  also  fully  convinced  that  to  secure  all  the 
attainable  advantages  of  the  measure  now  in  contemplation,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  the  views  of  the  Landholders  should  be  extended 
to  the  opening  of  two  forking  roads  from  the  road  above  mentioned, 
the  one  to  the  line  of  Newyork,  at  the  carrying  place  between  the 
river  Delaware  and  the  bend  of  Susquehanna,  and  the  other  towards 
the  Mouth  of  Tioga  Creek.  The  Committee  found  it  impossible  to 
ascertain  with  precision  the  ezpence  of  this  undertaking,  but  they 
conceive  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds  will  be  sufficient  to  open 
a  two-perch  road  from  Pooomo  point  to  Mount  Ararat,  on  which 
may  be  formed  a  Judgment  of  the  whole  ezpence.  For  obtaining 
the  Funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  opening  of  the  several  roads 
above  described,  your  committee  recommend  that  a  subscription  be 
,  immediately  opened  to  be  offered  to  all  such  persons  in  this  State  & 
in  Newyork,  as  are  interested  in  the  Lands  above  mentioned,  as  well 
as  to  all  owners  of  water  Estates,  and  of  lots  in  the  Northern  and 
Northwestern  parts  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  Liberties, 
whose  property  will  be  considerably  advanced  by  the  settlement  of 
that  Country.  They  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Land- 
holders, the  propriety  of  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  their 
aid  in  a  matter  that  will  so  greatly  promote  the  domestic  &  foreign 
Commerce,  &  the  internal  resources  of  the  State. 

In  order  to  carry  the  above  plan  into  ezeoution,  your  Committee 
further  recommend  that  persons  be  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions 
to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  treasurer,  the  appointment  of  whom 
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Mmj  aho  noommmA,  ft  thst  a  Oottmittoe  «f  teven  p«fMMlff,  (of 
whom  ,^  to  be  a  qaornmy)  be  also  appointed  to  make  appKeation 
to  Ifae  LefpeialiiEe  and  to  laj  ovi,  in  opening  the  roade  abore  men« 
tioned,  enoh  monies  as  the  Lemiatsn  may  be  jrfeaied  to  gnnt  or 
vliieh  pmato  penoaa  may  aaSacitbe.  After  mattifely  eonaiderhig 
the  nme,  it  waa  agreed  to,  and  tberenpon  unanimeoaly 

Betehed,  That  the  following  OentteaMn  be  appointed  a  Oeto>* 
mittee  for  the  pupeae  of  applying  to  the  Le^atare  fcft  their  aid, 
and  the  other  pnrpoaen  exprened  in  the  report,  ^ ;  John  NioholaoB| 
Henry  Drinker^  Tenoh  Oose,  Mark  WiloeS|  Tenoh  VnmeiB^  Jame» 
Wilscni  and  Reynold  Keen. 

Bemdvedf  That  Samnel  Powell|  Esq.,  he  appointed  Traasnrer. 

Be$olvedf  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  appointed  to  reeeive 
snbeoriptiona. 

(Not  named.) 

Rndved^  That  The  Committee  for  applying  to  the  Legielatnre,  fto., 
be  reqaeated  to  have  rabscription  papers  printed|  and  £stribnted  to 
the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  solicit  and  reoeive  sabsoriptions,  and 
perform  all  other  matters  for  carrying  the  objeot  of  this  meeting 
into  e&cty  and  that  the  Oommittee  shall  oall  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  Landholders  as  soon  as  ciroamstaoces  may  make  it  necessary. 

▲djonmed. 

JMOOfSSuy 

Report  of  the  Landholders  in  the  Gonnty  of  Lnzeme.  Commis- 
sioners appointed,  April,  1788. 


Motion  of  Mb.  Iavine  in  Congress  esspectinq  Fuep> 
CHASE  ov  Ebib,  1788. 

notion  of  Mr.  Lrvinoj 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  bonndary  line  which  hath  been  lately 
mn  between  the  States  of  New  Tork  and  PensyWania,  that  the  north* 
west  corner  of  the  latter  extends  some  distanoe  into  Lake  Erioi  by 
which  a  narrow  strip  of  land  boonded  on  the  North  by  the  lake  and 
on  the  soath  by  said  State,  will  be  oat  off  from  the  Territory  <rf  the 
United  States, 

And  whereas  by  the  sereral  Acts  of  Cession  of  territory  by  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Maseachnsetts  to  the  United  State^— a  eer- 
toin  line  therein  deseribed  is  to  be  drawn,  by  which  the  said  States 
are  to  be  bounded  on  the  west — ^and  it  is  jost  and  proper  that  said 
line  and  boundary  should  be  ascertained  and  fixed,  as  well  in  order 
to  secure  peace  and  harmony  in  the  United  States  as  amo&gut  those 

*  This  appears  to  be  a  rongb  dranght  of  the  proceedings,  and  la  not 
signed.  See  Ool.  Ree.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  425.  The  resolutions  are  in  the  hand 
writing  of  J.  Nieholson.    8ee  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  11.,  442. 
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ipor^  immediately  coooeniedi  and  Gttisent  therM  vkomsy  hereafter 
beoome  iahabitoDts,  aad  that  ^e  lightfol  owners  of  ike  soil  and 
Jnriadietion  may  be  ((BaUed  to  dispoio  of  tke  same.cw  othemias 
a^ropriate  it  aa  they  shall  Ibink  beat. 

Beadvedi  That  tlie  Geographer  be  and  he  is  heraby  dirw^ted  av 
soon  as  may  be,  to  prooeed  (in  eonjnnetion  with  a^ts  or  OooKnia^ 
signers  in  behalf  of  New  York  and  Masaaohusetis  in  ease  they  shall 
think  preper  to-i^ipoint  such)  to  run  a  Itqa  attd  asoeitaitt  the  western 
limits  of  the  said  States  of  New  Tork  and  Massaoknsatts  eonloraiabiB: 
to  their  Acts  of  Oession  to  tke  United  States. 

Febraafy2i^th,  1788. 
Ae&md  to  Mr.  CLAJftKE, 

Mr.  IRVINE, 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG, 

Mr.  WADSWORTH, 

Mr.  BROWN. 

The  Oommittee,  oonsistin^  of  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Irvine,  Mr.  Ann- 
strong,  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  r^erted  a 
Motion  of  Mr.  Irvin,  Bubmit  the  fDlIowing  resolation : 

Resolved,  That  the  Geographer  of  the  United  States  be,  snd  he' 
is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  conveniiently  may  be,  to  aocarately^ 
rnn  and  ascertain  by  himself  or  deputy  duly  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  line  of  Cession  from  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massa^ 
shusetts,  between  lake  Erie  and  the  Northerly  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  line  is  to  be  ran  on  a  Meridian  twenty  miles 
west  of  the  most  westerly  bent  of  the  river  or  strait  between  L  ike 
Erie  and  Niagara. 

That  the  Geographer  inform  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  of  the  time  of  running  said  line,  in  order 
that  they  or  either  of  them  may,  if  they  think  proper,  have  persons 
attending  at  the  time. 

That  the  said  Geographer  or  his  deputy  having  run  the  said 
Meridian  line  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pensylvania  and 
marked  and  noted  down  in  his  field  Book  proper  land  ma^  for  per- 
petuating the  same,  shall  proceed  to  make  a  survey  of  land  lying 
west  of  said  line  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
so  as  to  ascertain  the  quantity  thereof,  and  make  return  of  such  sur- 
vey to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  who  are  hereby  authorised  and 
impowered  at  any  time  before  or  after  such  survey  to  sell  the  said 

tract,  either  in  whole  at  private  sale  for  a  price  not  less  than 

per  acre  in  specie  or  public  securities,  drawiog  Interest,  or  in  parcels 
at  public  auction  after  giving  three  months  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale,  provided  the  price  per  acre  in  such  sales  shall  not  be 
less  than  the  prioe  above  mentioned. 

N.B.  The  within  is  a  Copy  of  the  proceedings  had,  on  the  subject 
mentioned  therein,  which  is  now  suspended.  The  Delegates  of 
Massachusetts  have  sent  to  that  State  for  instructions^  as  the  right 
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of  soil  blh  to  them  within  the  western  honndary  hj  an  agrtemeni- 
Between  them  &  New  York.    Both  these  States  must  aoqaiesee  in 
the  mode  of  asoertaining  the  line  as  they  are  parties  ooneemed 
agreeable  to  the  true  intent  &  meaning  of  the  Cession  &o. 
Jndonedf 

Feb*^  25thy  1788.  Copy  of  General  Irvine's  motion  In  Congressj^ 
respecting  the  lands  bounding  on  Lake  Brie  and  on  the  North  Line 
of  this  State. 


S£C*7  BiBDLS  TO  JOHN  NiCHOLSOJV — AKMB,   1788. 

Secretary's  office^  Philadelphia  Feby.  26^  178& 
Sir, 

By  direetion  of  Ootiioil  I  am  to  request  yon  will  inform  them 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  yon  in  compliance  with  the  Be«o- 
Intion  of  Council  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  Public  arms  that 
hare  been  delivered  from  time  to  time  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the 
different  Counties. 

I  am  Sur  with  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  BIDDLE;  Secy. 
Directed — To  JohnHNfiohoIson  Esqr.,  Comptroller. 


V.  P.  MuHLBKBBaa  TO  Gov.  Bakdolph,  of  Va.,  1788» 

In  Council,  Philadelphiai  February,  25th,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  Coun<»l  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  eneloae 
yoor  Excellency  some  papers  relative  to  a  Negroe  said  to  be  the 
property  of  a  CiUsen  of  Yirgiaia  one  Barton  who  claims  him  as  the 
propeity  of  Capt.  Hines  in  St.  Croix  is  very  anxious  to  have  his 
punishment  remitted,  in  order  to  convey  him  to  St.  Croix.  Council 
have  no  objection 'to  liberate  the  Negro  &  restore  him  to  his  real 
owner — yet^  so  long  as  a  probability  remains  that  he  is  the  property 
of  a  Citisen  of  the  United  States,  They  do  not  seem  inclined  to  send 
him  off.  If,  from  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  it  should  appctor, 
that  the  Negro  is  the  property  of  a  Citizen  of  Virginia,  Council  will 
(on  receiving  such  information  from  your  Excellency)  with  pleasure 
restore  him  to  his  owner. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
P.  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
His  Excellency  Governor  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 

♦  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  896,  416.     Sw  answer,  page  256. 
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Wm.  Beadford,  Att'y  Gen.,  to  Pres.  Franklin— Bank- 
rupt Laws>  1788. 

Sir, 

It  having  lately  been  determined  in  the  Sapreme  Conrt,  npon 
Argoment,  that  the  Bankrupt  Laws  do  not  affect  the  proceedings  on 
the  bonds  given  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  and  that  an  execntion 
may  be  issued  againt  the  persons  of  the  defendants,  I  pray  the  advioe 
of  Council,  whether  all  further  proceedings  must  be  staid,  on  those 
suits  where  the  defendants  are  declared  Bankrupts,  or  whether  I 
must  prooead  to  Execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

W.  BRADFORD,  jmi,* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 
Indorud^ 

Feb'y  27, 1788. 


MATTHKr  Clarkson  to  Seo't  Biddle,  1788, 

Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Letter  of  this  date,f  communicating  the 
information  which  the  Honorable  the  Council  have  received  from 
Mr.  Hopkinson,  ^'  that  it  is  three  weeks  since  ho  applied  to  me  for 
an  account  of  such  property  as  came  into  my  hands  in  which  the 
United  States  were  interested,  and  that  he  cannot  obtain  any 
amtoerJ' 

Mr.  Hopkinson  applied  to  me  by  Letter  dated  the  12th  instant 
(five  days  short  of  three  weeks,)  requesting  me  to  furnish  him  "  with 
an  account  of  prizes  condemned  in  this  State  during  the  war,  taken 
by  Vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  in  which  the  United 
States  were  anywise  interested,"  and  adds,  that  <<  Benjamin  TValker, 
£6<i.,  Comm'r  of  Accounts  for  the  Marine  Department  at  New  York 
b«(t  demanded  such  an  account.''  This  is  the  onfy  application  he  has 
^^  made  to  me  upon  the  subject. 

I  did  not  conceive  that  an  immediate  complyanoe  was  so  neces- 
sary as  to  oblidge  me  to  lay  aside  all  other  busineu  to  attend  to 
this }  an  intimation  to  the  contrary  would  have  prevented  the  trouble 
that  has  been  given  to  the  Honorable  Council  upon  the  occasion 
(how  properly  they  will  judge,)  tho'  it  would  have  deprived  Mr.  H. 
of  the  pleasure  of  prefering  a  Complaint. 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  897-«  t  ™d.  898. 
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As  I  have  no  Clerk  I  must  make  out  the  Aoooanta  myself,  which 
shall  be  done  as  early  as  possible.    I  request  yoa  will  be  pleased  to 
oommmiioate  this  t^  CoqbcU, 
1  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed.  Sevr'ti 

MATTH.  CLARK80N.* 
Fehmary  28, 1788. 

P.  8. — I  beg  leave  to  add  thai  aU  Su  Ace^uniB  now  reqdMd 
have  been  rendered  by  me,  many  years  ago,  to  the  Kspeo^Te  Agenta 
for  priies,  appointed  by  Congress;  with  wbom  alone  I  had  anything 
to  do  ooaeeming  ikem. 
Directed^ 

Charles  Biddle^  Esquire. 


Dklkatbs  ih  Cohgbsbs  to  Y.  p.  Muhlbkbeeo. — ^EltlB^ 

1788. 

New  York,  Feb'y  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  reeoived  yonr  letter  of  the  &th  of  Feb'ry  &  should  not  ba?e  so 
long  delayed  oar  answer  ooold  we  have  sooner  given  any  satisfaetory 
information  to  either  the  Council  or  the  House. 

With  respect  to  the  quantity  of  the  tract  nothing  can  be  oonjeo- 
tnred  with  accuracy  &  as  the  estimate  you  require  must  be  founded 
principally  on  this  fact,  we  have  as  a  first  step,  originated  an  enquiry 
by  motion  in  Congress  which,  should  its  progress  be  unobstructed, 
will  at  once  decide  the  size  &  property  of  the  Tract,  should  it  fall 
within  the  United  States,  the  price  wUl  not  in  all  probability  exceed 
one  Dollar  in  certificates  per  acre,  &  if  within  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, much  less  as  that  State  cannot  well  exceed  the  terms  of 
the  New  York  Land  office. 

The  moment  Congress  come  to  any  act  on  this  subject,  we  shall 
have  the  honor  of  communicating  it,  k  are 
with  the  highest  respect, 

your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servants, 

WM.  IRVINE, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 

JAMES  R.  REIDt 

Hon.  Peter  Muhlenberg  Esq.,  Philada. 
By  the  Hon.  Coll.  Howard.^ 

*  See  Col.'Rec.,  XV.,  p.  898. 

t  flee  Col.  Bee,  Vol,  XV.,  p.  892. 
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Skpoet  to,  anjo  RbsoiiVB  of,  Gbnbeal  Assembly,—* 
PuRCUASs  OP  Erie,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvaiiiay 

In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  Febuary  29, 1788,  A.  M. 
The  Oommittee  appointed  oo  that  part  of  the  message*  whSeh 
raspeets  the  parohase  of  a  tract  of  oonntry  beytmd  the  northern 
bowklary  of  this  State,  made  reperti  whioh  was  read,  and  on  motbo, 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  eeoond  tuM)  aid 
adopted  as  follows,  viz*. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  message  of  Council 
respecting  the  parchase  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Lake  llrie  beg  leave 
to  report. 

That  in  their  opinion  the  parchase  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  is  an 
olijeot  highly  worthy  the  attention  of  this  State,  therefore  offer  the 
following  resolution. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  to 
negociate  with  the  United  States  for  such  tract  of  country  as  may 
appear  to  be  their  property  on  Lake  Erie  adjoining  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  State,  and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  the 
tems  required  by  Congress  t^ith  an  estimate  of  all  the  other  ex* 
pences  which  in  their  opinion  may  be  neoessary  for  compleating  die 
ptirchase. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Afis.  Clk. 


DsLsaATss  IN  Congress  to  Pees.  Feanklin,  1788. 

New  Tork,  2d  March,  1788. 
Tour  Excellency  will  find  inclosed  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Treas'y  on  a  motion  made  by  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylv'a,  <<for 
placing  the  sum  of  78,642t  Dols.  of  the  bilb  of  credit  of  '81  to  the 
debi4^f  the  Gen.  account  of  said  State  with  the  United  States. 

'The  Board  reports  against  the  motion  &  the  presumption  is  that 
some  act  of  Congress  will  soon  follow.  It  will  be  our  object  to 
'  prevent  this  for  a  week  or  ten  days  during  which  time  we  would  beg 
to  be  honored  wtth  the  advice  and  instructions  of  Council  on  the 
subject.  This  will  be  the  more  neoessary  as  from  some  circum- 
stances or  other  all  the  documents  of  the  last  year's  delegation  on 

♦  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  892. 

t  See  page  41-45,  also  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  406. 
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diia  point  bare  been  lost  &  not  a  abefe  ptper  of  iha  many  whiob  I 
know  were  famished  in  support  of  Um  obum  of  y*  Sftatei  has  oome 
down  to  either  Gen.  Irwin  or  mjself. 

I  am;  Sir;  with  the  highest  respeet 
your  Ezcelleney's 

most  obed^t  aerv'ty 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 

for  the  Delegation. 
Directed^ 

Bis  Ezcenency,  The  President  of  the  S.  E.  Couneil. 

Indorsed^ 

Bead  in  Conncil,  March  6th,  1 788,  and  referred  to  the  Comptroller 
General  together  with  the  inclosure  for  his  eonsideratbn  and  report 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Sec'y. 


JosBPH  Mitchell  to  Pbks.  Franklin,  1788, — City  Lots. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Intending  for  England  in  the  year  1765,  Mr.  John  Hughes  Pro- 
posed to  me  to  mako  it  worth  my  while  if  I  would  undertake  it ; 
which  was,  that  he  would  procure  a  Catelogue  of  a  great  number  of 
P^chasers  of  Land  from  Wm.  Penn,  in  England,  Several  thousands 
of  acres  never  yet  taken  up  by  the  Purchasers,  &o.,  which  he  made 
no  donbt  I  might  Purchase  very  Cheap.  Mr.  Hughes  then  was  in 
high  voagh,  and  was  lookt  upon  in  general  to  be  a  Stanch  man  for 
the  good  of  his  Country ;  his  Proposals  was  Such  that  I  Concluded 
to  Join  with  bim  and  John  Lukens ;  instead  of  their  Sending  of  bills 
with  me,  tiiey  appl/d  to  yon.  Sir,  for  a  Letter  ef  Credit  for  one 
tboiisaad  pounds  Sterling  for  themselves,  but  for  my  use  as  I  wais  in 
partnership  with  them,  in  Case  I  made  any  Such  Purchases  as  was 
lAid  down  in  the  Catalogue  ]  yon  may  remember  that  you  was  present 
at  Ciapham,  August,  1765,  when  I  Setled  with  Mr.  Henton  Brown 
for  my  own  money  that  I  had  Lodged  and  received  from  him — And 
alao  for  the  money  that  I  had  rais'd  on  your  Letter  of  Credit  for 
them;  you  also  wrote  to  them  by  me,  to  remit  that  money  the  first 
Opportunity.  I  ariv'd  at  Philadelphia  the  day  of  the  Election.  Mr. 
Hnghes  was  then  in  Sooh  bad  State  of  Credit  about  the  Stamps  that 
he  kept  his  bed.    Prudenoe  miade  me  avoid  going  there,  that  Our 
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A&in  night  Tomain  a  SMrei;  iwl  ka  finding  thai  he  Ooold  never 
wipe  away  the  Olamour  of  the  People  aguntt  him,  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Brown  to  sae  me  for  the  money  I  reeeiv^d  on  the  Letter  of  Credit, 
pointing  forth  that  I  was  Liable  for  it|  beeaose  it  was  given  in  my 
name.  Bat  should  I  fail,  he  or  they  woald  be  accountable  for  it. 
I  was  sued  and  intended  to  stand  trial,  but  Considering  by  it  the 
partnership  would  be  made  known,  I  paid  the  money  Least  I  should 
hazard  the  Loss  of  all.  I  apply'd  to  the  Council  by  my  Son  several 
times,  some  years  past,  with  such  purchases  as  was  to  be  laid  before 
them,  being  inform'd  by  the  present  Council  One  Charles  Cecil*  pat 
in  a  Claim  to  a  part  of  a  wright  that  I  had  purchased.  -The  OoancU 
seen  Cause  to  Cite  me  before  them  the  19^  of  February  last,  as  to 
Cioil's  and  my  Claim  to  City  Letts.  I  attended,  hopemg  to  have 
seen  your  Honour,  but  the  vioe  president  and  Council  appears  to  me 
to  be  desirous  to  do  Justice  to  the  first  Purchasers,  which  is  the 
hight  of  Justice ;  because  they  were  the  People  that  enabled  Wm. 
Penn  to  begin  the  setling  of  this  flourishing  Province.  1  hough 
numbers  of  them  never  Came  here,  nor  any  for  them,  as  appears  by 
near -one  hundred  thousand  acres  not  yet  taken  up.  The  Purohase 
money  being  paid,  as  appears  by  their  standing  on  record,  and 
from  under  Wm.  Penn's  own  hand  and  Seal  to  his  Commissioners^ 
here  to  lay  out,  or  cause  to  be  Laid  out,  such  number  of  aeres  as 
stands  asainst  every  man's  Purchase ;  when  appl/d  for,  many  that 
attempted  to  Come  here  to  take  up  their  own  wriff  hts,  was  impoweied 
by  Several  to  take  up  their  wrights  for  them.  I)ut  by  aooedents  at 
Sea  and  Deaths  here,  many  lost  their  Leases,  and  their  heirs  lost  their 
wrights.  One  George  Evans,  a  Purchaser  of  10,000  acres,  by  his 
Coming  here,  and  many  others  with  him,  U^s  s*  they  were  Oast 
away ;  his  great  Grand  Children,  as  Clettriy  appeared,  offer'd  to  Sell 
their  wright  to  me;  the  number  of  i^  was  large;  I  requested  of 
them  to  aply  to  Penn  for  his  Liberty  to  take  it  up.  A  certain  Lord 
aoompanied  them  there,  and  myself  also ;  their  business  was  made 
known  to  Mr.  Penn  by  that  I^rd;  he,  Penn,  demanded  a  sight  of 
the  Lease,  and  Belease  for  it ;  they  gave  their  answer,  as  above,  why 
they  had  it  not.  Mr.  Penn's  answer  waa,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
any  such  a  purehase.  I  was  Cal'd  upon,  and  Did  Dedare  that  Qewgb 
Evans  stood  upon  Record  in  Wm.  Peon's  booka  in  Pennsylvania,  as 
a  Purchaser  of  10,000  acres  not  yet  taken  up;  he  repl/d,  &o.,  that 
he  know'd  nothing  about  it  without  he  seen  the  Lease  and  Belease 
of  it ;  thus  they  were  Choust  out  of  their  wright,  altho'  they  had 
received  pay  for  it  more  than  eighty  years  before,  otherwise  it  would 
not  have  stood  upon  Beeord  here.  These  proceedings  of  theirs  m 
well  known  to  you.  By  Mr.  Hughes's  Directions^  I  purohas'd  some 
thousands  of  sores  without  the  L^^es ;  as  they  still  remain  untakea 
up,  I  would  hope  for  your  favourable  opinions  in  justice  to  the  fint 
Purchasers  and  myself,  haveing  paid  their  Great  grand  Children  and 
Grand  Children  for  them.    But  I  must  rest  this  with  you,  and  in 

«  See  Col.  Rec.»  Vol.  XV.,  p.  428,  424,  460,  480,  481. 
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the  masn  time  renuun  jont  humble  Serranii  tho'  •  Deeriped  heing 
this  many  years. 

JOSEPH  MITCHELL  * 

To  the  Honorable  President^  &o. 

March  4»  1788. 
Ind^ined, 

1788,  Mareh  4th.  From  Joseph  Mitchell  touching  his  Claim 
to  City  Lots.— Read  in  Oonneil,  March  15th,  1788,  and  Tuesday 
appointed  for  considering  the  same. 


PmNBAS  Boin>;  British  Cohsul,  to  Peb8.Franklin9  1788. 

Sir, 

The  public  Papers  inform  me  some  Prooeedinffs  have  lately  been 
bad  in  the  House  of  AasemUy  of  Peniuyhaniaxektive  to  the  ?eoMn- 
mendatoryResoIye  of  Congress  to  the  different  States  to  repeal  all 
Laws  inconsistent  with  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

I  eonceiTO,  Sir,  with  great  Deference,  this  may  be  a  fit  Season  to 
make  some  few  Representations  upon  some  Points  which  rather  nress 
upon  the  Interests  of  the  subjects  of  Grreat  Britain ;  &  shall  tnink 
myself  extremely  honored  in  an  Opportunity  of  suggesting  to  your 
Ezcellenoy,  or  to  the  honorable  Council,  certain  matters  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  of  Notice. 

The  very  favorable  Disposition  manifested  by  the  Oovemment  of 
Pennsylyania,  &  by  your  Ezcellenoy,  to  improye  every  Object  of 
national  Justice,  and  to  restore  the  commercial  Intercourse  with 
foreign  Countries  to  its  former  State  of  Reputation  ft  Security,  induces 
me  to  hope  every  well  founded  Suggestion  will  be  candidly  received, 
ft  every  just  Ground  of  Exception  speedily  reformed. 

With  Sentiments  of  the  most  profound  Respect,  I  have  the  Honor 
to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

faithful  &  most  obd«  ServS 

P.  BOND  t 
Second  Street,  March  7, 1788. 

His  Excellency  The  Ptesident  of  Pennsylvania. 

»  Col.  Bee.,  XV.,  pp.  409,  418,  428,  488, 440,  442,  477, 478,  481, 485. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.,  XV.,  pp.  408,  410,  416. 


266  PENNSYLVANIA  AB0HIVB8  1788. 

Timothy  PioKHBiKa  to  V,  P.  Muhlbnbbbo,  1788. 

Wilkesboro',  Hareh  10, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

With  maoh  pleasure  I  inform  you  that  last  week  we  held  the 
coarts  of  quarter  sessions  &  common  pleas  in  perfect  quiet.  So  much 
business  had  resulted  to  this  from  the  two  preceeding  terms^  in  the 
pleasi  that,  joined  with  two  or  three  criminal  pioseoutions  in  the 
sessions,  the  court  was  fully  occupied  from  Tuesday  till  Saturday 
evening.  Some  of  Franklin's  quondam  officers  were  on  the  grand 
&  petit  juries,  &  behaved  unezceptionably  well.  There  is  every 
appearance  of  a  determination  to  admit  the^egular  execution  of  the 
laws. 

I  am,  respectfully  &  affsctionately, 

»*^.  dear  air,  your  obed*  serv*, 

T.  PICKERING. 
Directed— The  Hon^>*  Peter  Muhlenberg,  EsqS  Philadelphia. 


OOT.  RaKBOLPH  op  Ya.,  to  PbHS.  M0HI.BKBBB0,  1788. 

Bichmond,  March  10, 1788. 
Sir, 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  late  fBivor*  concerning  the 
negro,  now  in  the  gaol  of  Philadelphia,  I  communicated  it  to  Mr. 
Stephen  Tankard,  his  supposed  owner.  That  gentlemen  lost  thirteen 
ne^oes  during  the  British  invasions,  and  mm  every  conjecture, 
which  he  can  make  on  the  lights  which  he  has  received,  he  is  satis- 
fied of  his  title.  My  acquaintance  with  him  enables  me  to  say  that 
he  is  an  honest  man,  and  that  great  reliance  may  be  put  in  his  asser- 
tions. I  have  therefore  advised  him  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  Philadelphia,  promising  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  you,  in  order 
that  the  negro  may  be  detained,  until  hb  arrival  The  situation  of 
bis  family  matters  will  not  suffer  him  to  go  off,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  present,  or  the  beginning  of  the  next  month. 
I  have  the  honor  Sir,  to  be, 

with  great  respect 

y'r  mo.  ob.  serv't, 

EDM.  BANDOLPH. 
P.  S.    Mr.  Tankard  describes  the  negro  as  well  as  his  memory 
serves,  in  the  following  manner. 

He  is  about  5  feei^  8  or  9  inches  high — broad  over  the  breast — 
his  colour  somewhat  inclined  to  a  mulatto,  speaks  thick,  is  about  36 
years  of  age,  and  has  rather  small  legs. 
Directed.     On  Poblic  Service, 

To  the  Honorable  P.  Muhlenbergh,  Esq.,  of  the  Supreme  Exeeu* 
tive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Phili^elphia. 

«  See  page  249,  also  Col.  Reo.,  89G,  416. 
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ObDIKAJTOB  Ajn>  STOBBS  BILONeiHG  TO  PfllLABX&PHIA 

Militia  AanLLBRYy  1788. 

Qeneral  Retarn  of  Ordaanoe  and  Stores  belonging  to  the  Regiment  ^ 
Philadelphia  MUitia  ArtiUczy,  Commanded  bj  the  Honoosahle  Thomas 
MlffliDy  Esqoirei  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Belonging  to    Belonging  to 
the  U.  S.  Penn'a. 

.  |12Fdrs, 0 2 

S  I  6}  Fdrt 1 0 

5  I    4Fdps, 4 0 

I    8  Fdps, 1 0 

lambera, 0 8 

Brag  Ropes, 0.., 8 

Tillers, 0 8 

Worms,  12  P'drs, 0 2 

lAdles,  12  Fdrs, 0 2 

Lint  Stocks, 0 8 

Port  Fire  Stocks, , 0 « 8 

Budge  Brl's, ^ 0 8 

Rammers  and  Sp'gs, 0 8 

Gunner's  Belts, 0 8 

Priming  Horns, 0 2 

Drifts  and  Spikes, 0 0 

Tubes, 0 0 

Port  Fire, 0 0 

Slow  Match  H'ks, 0 4 

Quick  Match, 0 0 

Fuses, 0 0 

Gun'rs  Quadrant, 0 0 

Labartory  Appar's, 0 0 

Carbines, 0 0 

Cutlashes, 0 0 

Men's  Harness, 0 1 

Sheep  Skins, 0 0 

Sponge  Tacks, 0 100 

Saws, 0 0 

Pitching  Axes, 0 0 

Spades, 0 0 

Gin, 0 0 

Amunition  Boxes, 0 11 

Fixed  Amunition, 0 0 

Slings, 0 2 

Spare  Carriages, 0 4 

Handspikes, 0 3 

Powder  Horns, 0 2 

The  whole  nnflt  for  service. 
PhHadelphia,  March  14th,  1788. 

ANTHONY  WRIGHT, 

Acting  Qr.  Mr.  Artillery. 
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CoMMmn  ov  watb  Ain>  hbavs  to  V.  P.,  MvvuasBmta. 

1788. 

Kr, 

In  the  enmniBtioii  of  the  Statement  of  the  finances  farnished  by 
the  OomptroUer  Qen'lf  some  difficoltye  have  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  &  means  which  they  wish  to  Gonsnlt  Coancili  npoo, 
they  have  appointed  five  of  their  No.  for  that  purpose,  and  when- 
ever  ooanoil  shall  bo  pleased  to  appoint  a  time  they  will  be  glad  to 
attend  them. 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respeet 

y'r  mo.  h'ble  Servt, 

THOS.  FTTZSIMONS  * 
Chairman  Committee,  ways  & 
Directed^ 
To  H'ble  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Y.  P.,  Gonnoil. 


Council  to  John  Nicholson,  1788. 

In  Gooncily 

Pbilad%  March  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday  I  am  directed  to  inform  you 
that  the  whole  of  the  Chester  County  Militia  fines  mentioned  in  the 
resjlution  of  Council  of  the  seventeenth  of  January  last,  are  to  be 
reduced  to  7  dollars. 

I  am  Sir, 

jour  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y.f 
Directed^ 

To  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r. 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  V.  XV.,  p.  410,  411. 
t  See  CoL  Eeo..  VoL  XV.,  p.  870,  418. 


PBNNSTLTANIA  ABOHIYBS    1788.  2m 

Shaep  Dblastt  to  CouvoiLy  1788. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  tbe  order  of  The  Hon^Ie  The  Supreme  Ezeoutiye 
Gomioily  The  annexed  report  is  offered  to  their  consideration.  I  re- 
quest a  decision  as  soon  as  possible  as  Mr.  Orr's*  duties  has  been  due 
ror  some  considerable  time.  • 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  ObedH  humble  Senrant, 

SHARP  DELANT,  CoU'r. 

Maroh  IStb,  1788. . 

BMPOaT. 

Thomas  Orr  arrived  here  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  as 
set  forth  in  April,  1787,  &  then  thought  it  a  haidship  to  pay  alieus 
dnty,  as  he  came  with  an  intention  to  settle.  On  his  eoods  arriving 
the  ensuing  fall,  he  refused  paying  th«  aliens  duty,  as  he  had  taken 
an  house,  paid  taxes,  &  offered  to  tak^  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  (which 
be  has  since  done)  and  comply  with  every  Requisition  necessary  to 
entitle  him  to  the  priviligcs  of  Citisenship.  I  then  informed  him, 
that  my  construction  or  opinion  of  the  law  could  be  no  loss  to  him  if 
the  Honorable  The  supreme  Executive  Council  should  be  of  opinion 
he  was  not  an  alien  or  foreigner  under  the  law  as  I  should  then  bo 
directed  io  remit  the  duty  on  which  he  signed  Bonds  and  the  matter 
lay  over  for  the  determination  of  Council.  The  words  of  the  law 
are,  **  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  goods,  wares 
^  ft  merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  by  any  alien  or  foreigner, 
<'  and  not  boila  fide  consigned  to  some  citizen  of  this  State,  shall  pay 
**  an  additional  impost  of  Two  Pounds  per  Centum,  upon  the  Value 
« thereof,''  (Seo'n  8,  page  244,  passed  15  March,  1787.) 

My  doubts  are  whether  a  person,  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance 
paying  taxes,  renting  a  house  &c.,  may  be  ranked  as  a  oitisen  in  a 
commercial  Line,  though  not  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship  under  the  6th  section  of  the  frame  of  government.  My  private 
opinion  was  in  favor  of  the  memorialist,  founded  on  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  section,  which  originated  &  was  drawn  up  by  me  in 
order  to  oblige  transient  persons  to  pay  an  equivalent  with  our  own 
eitiaens,  as  I  had  frequently,  opportunities  of  knowing  aliens  coming 
here  with  goods,  taking  a  store  for  a  few  months,  and  then  going  off 
with  the  produce  of  their  cargoes,  &o.,  without  either  paying  the 
State  or  other  taxes. 

Mr.  (Mb  alien  duties,  amounted  to  the  considerable  sum  of 
£1&8  6  6. 

»  Sm  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  416,  416. 
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Opihion  of  Att't  Gekbral  ok  CiTiZBireHip,  1788. 

Upon  the  within  case  I  am  doarlj  of  opinion  tkat  Thomas  Orr  at 
the  time  of  importing  the  goods  referred  to,  was  ^'an  alien  or  foreigner" 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  March,  1787.  At  that  time  he  had 
resided  in  this  State  only  six  months,  &  had  not  taken  the  oath  of 
aAegianoe.  His  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  must  be  evidenced 
by  the  two  overt  acts  prescribed  in  the  constitution  :  and  if  any 
dBdarations  of  such  intention  could  be  admitted  the  act  wonld  easily 
be  evaded.  Mr.  Orr,  is  not,  even  at  this  moment,  a  oitisen,  thsre 
is  no  certainty  that  he  will  ever  be  one,  for  he  may  either  remov/e  or 
die,  before  the  twelvemonth  expires.  The  terms  of  dtizenship  are 
clearly  defined  in  our  constitution,  &  are  the  same  for  the  merchant 
that  they  are  for  others.  Mr.  Orr  therefore  not  beinff  a  citiien, 
must  of  course  be  comprehended  under  the  terms  '^  iSicn  or  for« 
eigner,''  &  as  such  is  liable  to  the  duty  imposed  on  persons  of  that 
deswiptioB. 

WM.  BEABPORD,  Jr. 


Bill  RsspBcrriNa  WyoMma  Introduced  in  Assembly, 

1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  March  27,  A.M.,  1788. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  '^  A  further  act  for  quieting  the  dt$htrbanceg 
at  Wyoming,  and  for  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Gonneo- 
ticut  Claimants,  the  Lands  hjf  them  claimed  within  the  Oaun^  of 
Luzerne,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  transcribed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  consideration. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Olerk  of  the  General  Assembly, 

A  further  act  for  quieting  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  and  far 
confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  daimanta,  the  lands 
bjf  them  claimed  within  the  Countj/  of  Luzerne. 

SxOT.  I.  Whereas  in  attempting  to  execute  the  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  thu  Oommonwealth,  entitled,  '<  An  act  for  aseertuning 
and  confirming  to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the 
laoda  by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luieme  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  it  has  been  found  much  more  expen* 
sive  than  was  at  first  expected,  as  well  as  extremely  difficult  to 
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aaeerteiii  the  different  lAterfering  claims,  as  \reU  of  the  Penoflyhaiua 
landkolders,  as  fhoae  of  the  Conneelioiit  olaimanta. 

And  whereas  the  oommissionera  appointed  for  adJQstiog  and 
settling  the  claims  aforesaid,  have  not  been  supported  in  the  execa- 
tion  of  their  commission,  but  have  been  interrupted,  insulted,  and 
personally  abused  in  the  presence  of  those  people  whose  duty  and 
interest  it  was  to  support  them :  And  whereas  it  is  but  just  and 
reasonable  that  the  said  Gonneotioot  claimants  should  at  least  be  at 
the  ezpence  of  settling  and  adjusting  their  own  claims }  therefore, 

8kct.  II.  Be  U  enacted f  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  hy  the  Repro- 
$eniaiiife$  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penntylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  sam^  That  all 
and  every  of  the  seventeen  towDships,  which  were  petitioned  for  by 
Said  Connecticut  claimants,  by  the  name  of  Salem,  Newport,  Han* 
over,  Wilksborough,  Pits  town,  Northumberland,  Putnam,  Mush« 
hoppin,  Springfield,  Claverick,  Ulster,  £zeter,  Kingston,  Plymouth, 
Huntington,  Bedford  and  Providence,  agreeable  to  their  original 
butta  and  bounds,  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  to  such  of  them 
as  were  actual  settlers  there,  at  or  before  the  termination  of  the 
claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  by  the  decree  of  the  congressional 
ooart  at  Trenton  to  be  by  them  settled,  according  to  their  original 
holdings  in  any  way,  which  they  may  judge  most  convenient  to 
them. 

S£GT.  III.  And  be  if  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  within 
days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  notify  the  Connecticut  claimants, 
in  one  or  more  of  the  news-papers  published  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia and  in  Connecticut,  as  well  as  by  handbills  set  up  in  the  most 
public  places  in  the  respective  townships,  to  meet  at  such  time  and 
place  or  places  as  he  shall  .appoint,  to  elect  by  ballot,  one  suitable 
person,  he  being  a  freeholder  within  the  said  county,  for  a  patentee 
for  such  township;  and  tho  claimants  so  assembled,  shall  within 
five  days  after  such  election,  make  return  of  the  persons  names  and 
places  of  abode,  who  shall  be  highest  in  votes,  to  the  said  Sheriff 
who  shall  within  ten  days  after  such  return  or  returns  come  into  his 
hands,  transmit  the  same  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this 
State,  who  arc  hereby  directed  and  required  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land-Office,  to  issue  a  warrant  in  the  name  of  each  of  the 
persons  who  shall  be  so  elected  and  returned  to  them  for  each  re- 
spective township,  for  which  he  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  elected, 
which  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  Surveyor  General,  command- 
ing him  to  cause  a  resurvey  to  be  made  forthwith,  of  sach  township, 
agreeable  to  their  original  butts  and  bounds  and  to  make  return 
thereof  without  delay,  into  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  upon  every  such  return  a  patent  shall  issue  in  the  name 
of  Buch  patentee  who  was  so  as  aforesaid,  elected  and  returned  in 
trust  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  Connecticut  claimants  in  that  town- 
ahip,  clear  of  expense  except  for  making  out  the  patent,  for  which 
Vol.  XI— 12 
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they  sball  pay  the  usual  fees  of  office.  And  every  Deputy  Surveyor 
in  whose  district  the  township  shall  happen  to  be,  shall  for  eaeh  and 
every  survey  by  him  made  and  returned  as  aforesaid^  reedve  the 
usual  fees  and  no  more. 

Sbot.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  ike  authority  aforeeaid^ 
That  in  case  of  the  death,  neglect  or  refusal  to  serve,  of  any  or  either 
of  the  said  patentees,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  all  the  powers 
which  was  so  as  aforesaid  conveyed  to  them,  shall  immediately  be  ia 
the  Prothonotary,  Sheriff  and  Coroner  of  the  said  county  of  Luseme 
for  the  time  being,  in  trust  as  aforesaid,  which  Prothonotary,  Sheriff 
and  Coroner,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  transfer,  convey  and  make  over,  all  or  any 
part  of  such  township  which  shall  so  fall  under  their  direotion  as 
fully  and  as  amply  as  the  original  patentee  could  have  done  agreeable 
to  the  original  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

SsGT.  V.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  afcretaidf 
That  when  the  Connecticut  claimants  by  their  proper  representative^ 
do  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  application  to  counsel  for  oonOrmatioii 
of  their  respective  townships,  as  aforesaid,  within  months  after 

the  publication  of  this  act,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  the  claimants 
to  such  township,  which  shall  not  be  applied  for,  as  is  herein  before 
directed,  shall  be  forever  after  barred  from  any  right  or  claim  to  the 
same. 

Philadelphia :  From  handbill,  printed  by  Thomas  Bradford. 
IndoTied^ 

WioiftiDg  Bill,  published  for  consideration,  but  never  enacted. 


Proposal  for  State  Road,  1788. 

To  The  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Subscriber  desirous  of  being  appointed  to  open  the  State 
road  lately  laid  out  from  Frankstown  on  Juoiata  River,  over  the 
Alegany  Mountain  to  the  Mouth  of  Loyalbannab,  Do  propose  to 
open  the  same  for  Eighteen  Pounds  1^  mile,  fifty  feet  wide,  (Except 
in  such  Places  as  may  Require  Diging,  which  shall  be  twelve  feet,) 
or  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  contract  the  Width  as  much  as  the 
Contraction  is  less  as  much  less  will  bo  taken  for  compleating  the 
work  by  the  Publicks  Humble  Servt. 

AND'W  NELSON. 

81st  March,  1788. 
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A  Statb  of  Bbprbsbittation  in  Cohqebss  fob  Maeoh, 

1788. 

The  following  is  t  sammary  of  the  monthly  table  reoeived  from 
the  Secretary  of  Gongresa  (in  detail)  for  each  State.  The  Stated 
were  represented  aR  follows,  vis. : 

5  States  on  1  day,  8  States  on  1  day, 

6  do      "  2     "  9      do    «  1    «* 

7  do      "  11  " 

Three  members  from  Penns%  viz. :  Messrs.  Irvine,  Armstrong  ft 
Beid,  attended  every  day  daring  the  month  except  one — when  only 
one  member  was  present. 

All  the  States  except  Rhode  Island  were  represented  daring  the 
session — ^New  Hampshire,  MassaohttsetCb,  Connecticut,  and  South 
Carolina,  without  interruption.  The  other  States  occasionally,  not 
fully,  and  Georgia  represented  only  on  one  day. 


Jambs  Citnkingham,  StrRVBTon  of  Dbpreciatiok  Lands, 
TO  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

The  Subscriber  begs  leave  to  lay  before  his  Excellency  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esquire,  and  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, a  Statement  of  the  Surveys  made  by  him  in  the  Depreciation 
lands  in  the  year  1785— >A  general  Draft  of  which  was  returned  into 
the  Surveyor  General's  Office  in  January,  1786  (together  with  sepa- 
rate Drafts  of  each  Tract). 

'  In  March  following,  309  Tracts  were  sold  under  the  direction 
of  the  HonoraUe  Council.  At  different  periods  since  that  time, 
I  have  received  fees  for  276  Tracts,  Amounting  (at  £3  10s, 
each)  to  £966 

tnd  remains  yet  due  on  33  Tracts  yet  unpaid  115    lOs. 

Amount        £1081  10 


Paid  Surveyor  General  acceptance  fees  for  309  Tracts  )  jf^n  i  o  o 
at£3  98.eaoh,  j  £57  18  9 

The  above  bnsiness  was  performed  at  considerable  risque  and 
exposure ;  the  subscriber  finds  himself  agreived  in  being  detained 
out  of  the  fees  due  to  him  on  the  above  mentioned  Tracts  \  more 
especially  as  he  has  long  since  paid  to  the  Surveyor  General  an 
acceptance  fee  for  309  Tracts  (the  propriety  of  which  the  Honorable 
Council  will  Jadge). 

Requesting  your  Honorable  Board  to  take  thb  matter  into  oodp 
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rideration,  and  grant  snoli  relief  as  your  Honors  may  think  Jost^ 
I  take  the  liberty  of  sabecribing  myself,  with  SeutimentB  of  siiioere 
respect  and  esteem^ 

Your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servanty 
JAMES  CUNNINaHAM. 
Ist  April,  1788. 
P.  8. — ^The  Surveyor's  fees  alluded  to  was  paid  in  May,  1786. 


Judges  op  Supreme  Court  to  Council,  1788. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  humbly  certify,  that  the  within  Petitioner, 
John  Brown,*  was  tried  before  us,  that  he  had  Counsel  assigned  him 
in  his  challenges  and  to  make  his  defence,  and  upon  a  fair  hearing 
was  convicted  by  an  impartial  jury,  on  evidence,  entirely  satisfoctory 
to  us  J  that  he  was  informed,  that  instead  of  the  sentence  of  death, 
he  was  intitled  to  crave  the  punishment  inflicted  for  such  an  oflPence 
by  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  the  amendment  of  the  penal  Laws  of 
thb  State,  and  that  ag*<  the  earnest  recommendations  of  the  court  to 
do  so,  he  obstinately  refused,  and  insisted  for  the  sentence  under 
the  former  Jjaws  being  pronounced  %ff*  him,  which  was  at  length 
passed. 

We  conceive  it  proper  to  inform  Council  that  the  Petitioner  is  an 
old  Offender,  and  was  pardoned  in  the  year  1785  for  a  Burglary,  in 
order  that  they  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  determine  upon  the 
length  of  time  he  ought  to  labour  for  the  Public  on  condition  of  a 
Pa^on,  to  which  indulgence  We  have  no  particular  objections. 

THO.  M'KBAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN. 

Philadelphia,  April  5th,  1788. 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Hon'ble  Supreme  Ezeootive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Norris  Town  Jeal,  April  2«,  1788. 
To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Honorable  Conndi;  the  Homble 
Petion  of  John  Brown,  Languishing  Prisoner  Confined  in  this  Jeil, 
under  Sentanoe  of  Deth.  Your  Poor  petioner  Labours  under  the 
moat  painfull  Confindment  Distatude  of  fnend  but  God  and  your 
Honours,  your  Poor  Petioner  Humbly  Sheweth,  that  During  bis 
Trial,  having  No  body  to  speak  in  bis  Behalf,  Neither  Was  I  allowed 
any  lM)dy  to  speak  in  my  Behalf.    I  Humbly  Beg  that  your  Hononis 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  426. — Ho  was  ordered  to  be  ezeeated  on  the 
Itth  of  April. 
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may  T$ke  it  in  Oonsid^ratioti  and  pity  my  Distressed  OmicBtiott. 
Tour  Charity  for  all  men  is  Well  Known;  I  Humbly  Beg  y<rar 
bonanra  Would  Consider  my  Poor  Condition,  And  a£9ict  upon  me  any 
Ponishments  your  Honours  pleases — Either  to  banish,  Oonfind,  or 
Set  me  to  hard  Labour,  I  Did  not  Know  or  Consider  what  I  was 
about.  As  it  is  your  Honours'  Power  to  do  what  yon  pleases  with 
Bae,  and  I  have  taken  it  Into  Oreat  Consideration  since  I  have  been 
Under  Sentanee ;  thict  if  yon  would  allow  to  me  that  priyilage  that 
has  in  your  Honours'  power,  I  Hope  the  Oreat  Ood  will  Reward  yon ; 
for  so  doing  you  will  Have  the  Prayers  of  the  most  Humbly  and 
Distressed  petioner. 

JOHN  BROWN. 

I  Request  the  favour  of  your  Honours  to  send  answer  by  the 
Bearer,  if  yon  posiable  Can,  as  the  time  is  short.  God;  I  hope,  will 
Beward  you  for  so  doing.* 


Chas.  Hellstedt,  Swedish  Consul,  to  Pres.  Franklik — 
Was  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  1788. 

Philadelphia^  AjHril  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Subjoined  I  have  the  honor  of  eommunioating  to  your  Exoellen<7 
the  translatioD  of  a  letter  directed  to  me  from  Count  ¥',  Q.  Ozensti- 
ema,  one  of  His  Swedish  Majei^*«  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the 
promulgation  of  which  mey  be  judged  necessary. 
I  am  Sir;  your  Ezoelleno/s 

Most  obed',  most  h"«  Serv*. 

CHARLES  HBLLSTEDT.f 

Swedish  Consul. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 


Translation. 

Stockholm  the  9«'  November,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  war  now  kindleing  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Port, 
will  probably  excite  a  desire  amongst  particular  people  to  arm 
Corsairs,  or  to  be  interested  in  armaments  against  Merchant  vessels 
of  the  two  Empires,  and  the  King,  not  willing  to  grant  His  protection 

*  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  428.  426,  427.  Ordered  to  b«  executed.  See 
p.  269,  277—280.  f  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  488. 
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to  enterprises,  founded  on  hopetf  of  an  illkut  gain,  and  contrary  to 
the  neutrality  His  Maj^'  has  thought  proper  to  adop^  has  oommanded 
me  to  inform  you  of  these  His  sentiments,  and  by  these  authorises 
you  Sir,  to  forbid  all  Sweedish  subjects,  who  may  be  under  your 
department  to  take  any  part  directly  or  indireetly  in  such  enterprises, 
either  by  selling  their  vessls,  to  be  employed  in  piracy  against  the 
subjects  of  Russia  or  those  of  the  Port,  or  oharteriog  them  for  that 
purpose,  or  to  enrol  themselves  on  board  vessels  in  that  employment. 
In  order  to  do  your  duty  in  this  regard,  it  is  the  Kings  will  that  yoa 
make  the  above  His  orders  known  to  all  it  may  concern,  conformably 
to  the  strictest  principles  of  Neutrality. 

F.  G.  OXENSTIERNA. 
Directedy 
Charles  Hellstedt,  Hia  Swedish  Maj'stis  Consul,  Philadelphia. 


Charles  Pbttit  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  14th  April,  1788. 
Sir, 

After  my  Return  from  New  York  in  May  last,  I  presented  an 
Account  to  the  Comptroller  General  in  order  to  obtain  a  warrant 
from  Council  for  a  few  weeks  Pay  as  a  Member  in  Congress.  Con- 
sidering it  as  a  Business  of  course  I  neglected  &rther  Application 
for  some  Time,  but  was  at  length  told  that  Doubts  had  arisen  in 
Council  whether  I  was  entitled  to  the  Pay  stated  in  the  account  or 
not.  These  Doubts  seem  to  have  arisen  on  one  or  other  of  the  two 
following  suppositions. 

1st.  That  the  Assembly,  by  the  Election  of  Gkn.  Armstrong 
intended  to  supercede  my  Appointment,  or 

2dly.  That  the  Time  limited  by  the  Constitution  for  my  Contin- 
nance,  was  expired  before  I  gave  the  Attendance  for  which  I  have 
claimed  Pay. 

As  to  the  first,  I  am  &r  from  questioning  the  Right  of  the 
Assembly  to  supercede  any  one  of  their  Delegates  wheuever  they 
think  proper.  But  having  never  received  any  Intimations  of  their 
Disapprobation  of  my  Conduct  as  a  Delegate,  I  cannot  suppose  they 
intended  to  brand  me  with  so  unusual  a  Mark  of  Displeasure. 

As  to  the  second. — ^The  Federal  Constitution  limits  the  Service 
of  Members  to  three  years.  It  was  for  some  Time  doubted  whether 
the  three  years  should  be  computed  from  the  Time  of  their  respective 
appointments,  or  the  Time  of  taking  their  Seats  in  Congress;  but 
the  words  being  that  ''no  Person  shall  be  capable  of  heiny  a  Ddegate 
''  for  more  than  three  years  in  any  Term  of  sir  years/'  the  form^ 
Construction  has  prevailed.  The  words  of  Limitation  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania  are  ''  no  man  shall  iit  in  Congreu  longer 
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''ihatt  two  jeara  suocessivelj/'  Henoe  il  baa  been  genenllj 
understood  that  the  two  jears,  so  far  as  this  Limitation  applies, 
oommenee  at  the  Time  a  Delegate  takes  his  Seat  in  Congress,  and 
this  Gonstmetion  has  prevailed  in  Practice. 

Those  who  best  know  me  will  do  me  the  Jastioe  to  belierei  that 
altho'  I  was  daly  sensible  of  the  Honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
Appointment,  I  was  far  from  soliciting  it ;  and  that  I  should  have 
been  equally  far  from  obtruding  my  Services  in  this  last  Period  of 
Attendance  if  I  could  have  supposed  they  would  have  been  either 
deemed  unacceptable  or  founded  on  doubtful  Authority.  I  therefore 
take  the  Liberty  of  stating  to  your  £tcellency  and  the  honble  the 
Supreme  Executive  Gouncu  my  view  of  the  Subject  at  the  Time  of 
the  Transaction. 

In  April  1785,  The  Legislature  did  me  the  Honor  to  elect  me  a 
Delegate.  Being  a  Member  of  the  House  at  the  Time,  I  had  some 
Doubts,  in  point  of  Delicacy  of  accepting  the  appointment,  and  had 
actually  refused  at  a  former  Session  to  permit  my  Name  to  remain 
in  the  List  of  nominatioDs;  but  it  was  again  urged  so  warmly  that 
I  did  not  absolutely  refuse,  neither  did  I  announce  an  Acceptance 
till  some  Time  after  the  Session  ended.  In  May  I  received  the 
Credentials  of  my  Appointment,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  Month  I 
presented  them  and  took  a  Seat  in  Congress.  In  the  November 
Session  followlDg  I  was-  again  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year.  In 
.November,  178^  I  received  a  third  appointment.  As  the  Constitu- 
tional Limitation  would  admit  but  a  few  Months  Continuance  under 
this  appointment,  it  was  to  me  both  unexpected  &  undesired ;  but 
being  at  New  York  at  the  time,  and  considering  it  as  an  honorable 
Testimony  of  Approbation  which  demanded  my  Gratitude,  I  accepted 
and  continued  to  act  under  it  till  the  Arrival  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  my  honorable  Colleagues  enabled  me  to  retire  for  some  Time 
without  leaving  the  State  unrepresented.  This  had  so  seldom  hap- 
pened before,  that  I  felt  the  stronger  occasion  to  avail  myself  of  the 
Relief,  and  remained  absent  from  Congress  till  the  beginning  of 
April  1787,  during  which  Time  so  many  States  were  unrepresented 
that  little  Progress  was  made  in  Business.  Considering  that  the 
Time  limited  by  the  Constitution  for  my  Continuance  in  the  Delega* 
tion  would  expire  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  I  began  to  decline  the 
Thought  of  returning  to  that  Duty ;  but  there  were  then  but  two 
Delegates  from  this  State  at  New  York,  one  of  whom  was  by  his 
Station  precluded  from  the  ordinary  Duties  of  a  Member,  and  the' 
other  having  signified  to  me  his  Desire  to  be  relieved  by  a  particular 
Day  at  which  he  must  withdraw  himself  for  a  Time :  recollecting 
moreover  that  some  Matters  of  Business  were  likely  to  be  resumed  in 
Congress  which  my  honorable  Colleagues  had  had  less  opportunity  of 
investigating  than  myself,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  my  Attend- 
ance tW  it  should  be  but  for  a  few  weeks.  On  the  Day  of  my 
arrival  in  Congress,  General  Irvine,  who  had  been  impatiently 
waiting  for  a  Relief,  departed.    I  had  heard  that  General  Armstrong 
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was  elected  ft  supposed  that  the  iDtention  was  to  guard  against  a 
Vacaacy  when  my  IHme  should  be  expired^  but  had  no  Reason  to 
sappose  it  was  designed  to  affect  my  Continuance  during  that  Time, 
nor  did  I  receive  any  notification  of  such  Election  otherwise  than 
from  common  Report,  neither  did  I  know  till  sometime  after  I  went 
to  Congress  that  the  Gentleman  elected  had  determined  to  accept 
the  appointment.  On  his  arrival  at  New  York  sometime  afterwards, 
I  obtained  a  sight  of  his  Credentials  and  consulted  with  him  &  the 
President  of  Congress  on  the  occasion,  intending  to  retire  immedi- 
ately if  I  should  discern  the  least  Intimation  that  such  had  been  the 
Design  of  the  Legislature ',  but  nothing  of  the  kind  appearing,  I 
continued  my  attendance  in  Congress  till  about  the  18th  or  20th  of 
May  when  I  withdrew,  supposing  my  Time  of  Service  to  be  within  a 
few  Days  of  expiring  by  the  Limitation.  n 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  ask  the  Attention  of  your  Excellency 
and  the  honble  Council  to  these  Particulars  not  so  much  with  a 
view  to  the  Sum  I  have  claimed^  however  desirable  it  may  be  to  me, 
as  in  order  to  remove  the  Appearance  of  Censure  which  a  Refusal  of 
it  would  seem  to  imply,  and  which  I  am  not  conscious  of  havings 
deserved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

CHA.  PETTIT*. 
IHreciedf 
His  £xoollency,  The  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex.  Council. 


Wab  Departmbnt  to  Pbb8.  Franklin,  1788. 

War  Office,  April  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Captain  Zeigler  the  bearer  having  been  directed  to  repair  to 
Pennsylvania  on  the  recruiting  service,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that 
the  Commissioned  Officers  may  be  appointed  to  the  quota  of  Peon* 
sylvania  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  October 
last,  and  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  10th  of  November. 

As  the  recruiting  service  cannot  commence  with  propriety  nntill 
the  appointments  are  actually  made  by  the  executive  Council,  and 
as  a  recruiting  party  has  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  the  public  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  the  appointments  being  made  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  transmitted  to  this  Office. 

The  number  of  Officers  requested  for  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  particular  predicaments  of  Brigadier  General  Harmar  are 
stated  in  my  letter  to  your^Exoellcncy  of  the  31st  of  October  1787.t 

*  See  Col.  Roc.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  43C. 
t  See  page  208. 
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Should  Captain  Ziegler  be  favored  with  a  reappoiotmenti  I  hope 
the  Council  may  think  proper  to  make  him  the  advanees  for  too 
recruits  specified  in  the  Act  of  the  Assembly  of  the  10th  of 
November  before  recited. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
Your  ExceUeneys  most  obedient  Humble  servant 

J.  KNOX.* 
Bireeted 
'   His  Bxcelleney,  The  President  of  the  Gomnioiiwealth  of  Peon- 


Fbanois  SwAiins,  (Shff.,)  to  Pebs.  Muhlsnbbb0^  1788. 

Montgomery  Co.,  April  19th^  1788. 
Sir, 

Being  informed  that  my  eondnct  previous  to  the  Bzeoation  of 
John  Brown,*  has  been  misrepresented,  and  conceiving  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  lay  a  State  of  facts  before  the  Honorable  the  Bnpremo 
Bzeeutive  Council ;  I  beg  leave  to  address  these  lines  to  you,  and 
to  give  a  true  history  of  the  matter,  and  which  a  number  of  re- 
spectable witnesses  can  testify.  When  the  warrant  was  delivered  to 
me  on  Tuesday  the  9th  Instant,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Norris- 
town  Jail,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  communicated  the  same  to 
the  unfortunate  Criminal,  and  then  consulted  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  among  the  rest  Doctor  Shannon,  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr. 
Pugh,  &c.,  which  was  the  most  elligible  spot  to  erect  the  Qallows ; 
on  which  the  last  mentioned  Qentleman  said  he  thought  the  best 
place  was  on  a  eross  street,  near  a  lot  of  Col.  Craig's;  I  reply 'd  I 
did  not  wish  to  offend  Ool.  Craig  by  erecting  a  OalTows  so  near  his 
Lot,  but  would  rather  get  as  near  the  back  of  the  Jail  as  possible ; 
accordingly,  we  fixM  the  spot  nearly  behind  the  Jail  on  a  public 
street;  the  next  day  my  Deputy  came  to  mv  house  and  informed  me 
that  Col.  Craig  was  very  much  irritated  that  I  should  attempt  to 
erect  a  Gallows  oa  any  of  the  streets,  that  it  should  not  be  erected 
on  any  of  them,  nor  on  any  part  of  the  plantation,  and  swore  as 
soon  as  a  Gallows  was  erected  Jbe  would  cut  it  down.  I  immediately 
went  to  Norristown  to  know  what  was  best  to  be  done,  and  consulted 
several  of  the  people,  informing  them  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was 
entirely  immaterial  to  me  where  the  Gallows  was  erected.  Mr. 
Jonathan  Roberts  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Public  Buildings, 
said  he  thought  the  burying  ground  a  proper  place,  but  which  was 
as  much  in  view  of  the  Town  as  any  other  spot ;  this  was  fenced  in 
by  Col.  Craig,  he  then  mentioned  the  public  landing  on  Schuylkill, 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  YoL  XV.,  p.  485,  487,  488. 
t  See  pa«e  204. 

12* 
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but  (bat  was  fenced  Id  also,  be  tben  weat  to  Col.  Craig,  but  notbiae 
was  done ;  be  went  a  second  time  and  retarned,  and  inform'd  me  I 
sbould  walk  witb  him  to  view  a  spot  on  Stoney  Creek,  near  tbebridge, 
tbat  he  thought  Col.  Craig  would  have  no  objections  to  that  place ; 
I  immediately  went  witb  bim  accompany*d  by  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Baird 
and  the  Clergyman,  who  attended  the  Criminal,  when  we  came  to 
Col.  Craig's  bouse,  I  saluted  bim  in  a  friendly  manner,  oonsoioiia 
tbat  I  bad  given  bim  no  offence,  and  intended  to  speak  witb  him  on 
the  subject,  but  before  I  bad  utter'd  three  words,  he  got  into  a  most 
violent  passion,  which  burst  forth  into  a  torrent  of  abuse— rthe  com- 
pany  amazed,  I  presume,  at  bis  conduct  broke  up  and  the  place  was 
left  unexamined ;  the  day  being  nearly  spent  and  no  place  fixM 
upon,  I  directed  the  Jailer  to  have  the  Oallows  erected  near  the 
Jail  Wall,  which  is  public  ground,  it  was  accordingly  erected  there 
in  the  night,  and  every  thing  in  readiness,  but  on  Saturday  morning 
about  8  o'clock,  to  my  great  sAtonisbment,  Col.  Craig  cut  it  down 
reduced  to  this  Dilemma,  I  thought  it  the  most  prudent  step  to  send 
an  Express  to  Council  to  know  what  further  steps  to  take,  and  re- 
eeiv'd  an  answer  from  the  Attorney  General  in  due  time,  and  tho 
criminal  was  executed  in  a  field  belonging  to  the  College,  with  the 
approbation  of  Col.  Craig  j  the  above,  Sir,  is  a  true  state  of  the 
matter,  and  submit  it  to  the  honorable  Council  whether  I  have  acted 
right  or  wrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  most 

obedient  Servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINE. 
Direetedj 

The  Honble  Oen'l  P.  Muhlenberg,  V.  P.,  PhUadelpbia. 


Col.  Jos.  Habmab  to  Pres.  Franklik,  1788. 

Fort  Ktt,  April  24tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  Letter  from  the 
honorable  Vice  president  in  Council,  dated  the  23rd  February  last, 
enclosing  me  the  late  Iiaw  of  the  State  for  re- enlisting  the  Non* 
Commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  quota  for 
the  further  term  of  three  years,  and  at  the  same  time  enclosing  me 
three  seperate  orders  on  the  treasurers  of  Westmoreland,  Washing- 
ton  and  Fayette  Counties,  for-monies  for  this  service,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  780  dollars.  The  order  on  Washington  County  has 
already  been  presented,  and  the  answer  given  by  the  treasurer  was, 
bat  there  is  no  hard  money  in  the  treasury,  and  that  only  a  part 
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of  tbe  money  can  be  had,  and  that  ia  paper.  The  other  DtaAa 
when  pnaeentocli  I  am  epfirebeiittTe  will  ahere  the  same  iaie.  I 
eannot  ooneeive  it  to  be  the  wish  of  Coanoil  that  theae  drnfta  ahoiikl 
be  paid  io  the  paper  ourreDcy,  as  it  will  not  aoawer  the  intended 
pnrpoae  of  reoroiting ;  I  mast  therefore  beg  of  your  Exoelleney  and 
the  honorable  the  Couneil  to  make  some  other  arrangements,  in 
order  that  hard  money  may  be  plaeed  in  my  hands,  which  will 
greatly  ezfledite  tbe  recmiting  service. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  receive  our  New  Commissions  npon  the  re- 
turn of  LientcDant  Beatty,  the  pay  master. 

I  am  now  npon  my  tour  to  visit  the  post  established  at  Venango. 
The  fortress  is  honored  with  your  Excellency's  name.     Be  pleased 
to  receive  the  enoloaed.  North  view  and  profile  of  the  works,  like- 
wiae  a  small  map  of  the  Country  adjacent.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Esteem  & 

respect,  your  EzoeUenc/s  & 

the  honble  Council's  most 

hble.  and  obedient  Servant, 
-      JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S  Regt. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  B.  Franklin,  Esq.,  President  &  the  Honble  The 
Supreme  Executive  Couneil,  Pennsylvania. 


V.   P.    MUHLKNBERQ   TO   GoV.   OF  MASSACHUSETTS,   1788, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  Council  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  acknow- 
ledge Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  3d,  containing  a  Resolution  of 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,^  by  which  their  resolution  pass'd 
the  8th  of  February,  offering  a  Reward  for  apprehending  Daniel 
Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons,  together  with  the 
proclamation  issued  in  consequence  thereof  are  repealed  and  annulled ; 
in  consequence  of  this  information  from  your  Excellency,  Council 
agreeably  to  the  enclosed  resolution  have  annulled  the  proclamation 
*  Not  found.  t  8®«  ^^'  ^^'*  ^'  ^^*  P-  ^^^' 
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issQdd  in  this  State,  by  wfaioh  ra  acUMottal  reward  was  oAbrad  for 
appralMnding  the  above  mentioiied  penoos,  if  fosnd  withia  the 
limita  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  hble.  Servi, 

PETER  MUfiLENBEBGh,  Y.  P. 

His  Ezcellency,  John  Hanoock^  Esquire^  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Massaohasetts. 


V.  P.   MUHLBNBBRG  TO  JUSTICES  OP  NOETHAMPTON  Cc, 

1788. 

In  Conncil, 

Philadelphia,  April  24th;  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

A  Petition  and  Memorial  from  Jane  Rosborongh,  relict  of  the 
Bev'  John  Rosborough,*  late  Chaplain  in  the  Army,  killed  at  Tren- 
ton, was  this  day  presented  to  the  Board,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  Widow  &  her  Children  are  much  distressed,  and  aa  on  farther 
enquiry  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Rosborough,  deserved  well  of  his  Country, 
and  lost  his  Life  in  defence  of  it ;  Council  wish  to  grant  her  evefy 
relief  oonsisteut  with  the  Laws  in  such  cases,  made  and  provided ; 
and  as  the  proper  mode  of  redress  lies  in  the  first  instance  with 
yonr  Worships  ]  Council  desire  to  recommend  her  to  your  notice 
as  a  person  highly  deserving  every  favor  her  grateful  Country  can 
bestow. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  respect 

and  Esteem,  your  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG* 
Directed^ 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Justices  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  the 
County  of  Northampton. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  X7.,  p.  44a. 
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Atiobksy  Gsnl.  and  Wm.  Lhwis  to  V.  P,  Muhlbn-  . 
BW%  178& 

Sir, 

^  We  beg  l6«vo  to  report  to  Cooncil  that  in  the  case  reapeotioff  tbe 
applioafcion  of  David  Neias  for  the  moDey  ariafng  from  tbe  aa^  of 
one  fanndred  Barrels  of  Flour  said  to  be  forfeited  b  j  John  Rbeiner 
we  bare  mutoally  agreed  tbat  the  question  be  submitted  to  the 
detenDination  of  the  Judges  without  any  argument  on  the  ease 
stiltedy  as  was  originally  intended|  &  that  tbe  opinion  of  the  Judges 
shall  be  conclusive  on  the  parties.  We  understand  that  this  mode 
will  be  agreeable  to  oonneil)'&  therefore  have  readily  adopted  it. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your -most  obedt.  &  very  hum.  Servts. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Junr., 

Atty.  Gkml. 
WM.  LEWIS. 
Directed^ 

The  Ho'nble  The  Vice  President  in  Council. 
Indorsed^ 

Bead  in  Council  April  30th,  1788,  and  ordered  Tbat  the  several 
papers  respecting  the  application  of  David  Niess  for  the  money 
ansing  from  the  sale  of  one  hundred  Barrels  of  flour  said  to  be  for- 
feited by  John  Rheiner,  be  referred  to  the  Honble.  The  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  for  their  opinion  and  report  thereon. 
Extract  from  tbe  minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  Biddle^  Seoy.* 


Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Northern  Liberties,  April  30th,  1788. 

To  His  Bzoellency  The  President,  And  the    Honorable  the 
Sapreme  Executive  Counoil, 
Gentlemen, 

At  the  Particular  Desire  of  the  Officers  of  the  7th  Battalion  of 
tiie  Militia  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philada.  which  Battalion  I 
baye  the  Honour  to  Command,  which  Battalion  was  laid  off  and 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  446,  452. 
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Fonn'd  out  of  the  Fifth  Battalion  now  Commanded  by  Col  Benja- 
min G.  Ejres,  and  it  has  bo  happened  the  greatest  part  of  the  Arms 
belonging  to  the  Poblick,  remained  with  the  5th  Battalion,  and  on 
Enqnir  J  Find  that  Mr.  Joseph  Perkins  one  of  the  Armorers  has  abont 
one  hundred  stand  of  Arms  in  his  Hands,  that  is  not  claimed  by  any 
particular  Battalion,  he  therefore  Begs  that  Council  will  be  pleaf^d 
to  grant  the  subscriber  an  order  to  receive  said  Anns  for  the  use  of 
his  Battalion^  which  will  oblidge, 

Gentlemen,  your  Humble  Serranty 

WM.  COATS,  Lieut.  Col.  7th  Batt 
JHrectedf 

To  the  Supreme  EzelcutiTe  Council,  Common  Wealth  of  Pen»- 
sylvania. 


LiBUT.  Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Pbbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Philad.  County,  April  30th,  1787. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President,  And  The  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
I  do  Hereby  Certify, 

That  at  an  Election  held  the  28d  Instant  at  the  House  of  Mr. 
John  Hessers  in  German  Town  for  the  Choise  of  one  Lieutenant 
Colonel  and  one  Major,  in  the  Room  and  stead  of  Matthew  Holegate 
Esqr.,  Deseased,  Late  Lieut  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  said 
County,  and  John  Nice  Esqr.,  late  Major,  Resigned,  on^  Casting  up 
the  Pole  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Dungan  was  Duly  Elected  Lieu* 
tenant  Colonel,  and  John  Leverinff  Esqr.,  was  Duly  Elected  Major 
to  Command  said  Battalion,  and  Henry  Brunner  Esq.,  returned  aa 
Captain  of  the  5th  Compy.  and  Mr.  George  Warner  Ensiffu  of  said 
5th  Company  of  said  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Peter  Fraley  Esqr., 
Resigned  and  Mr.  Henry  Brunner  late  Ensign  of  said  Company 
Prefer'd. 

WM.  COATS,  Lieutenant  C  P. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  And  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Statb  ovthb  Rbpbesbntation  m  Gobgrbss,  1788. 

A  State  of  the  Bepresentation  in  CoDgress  for  the  Month  of  April^ 
1788,  Pursuant  to  the  Act  of  17th  August,  1785. 

«The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  monthly  Table  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  Congress  (in  detail)  for  each  State.  The  states 
were  represented  as  follows  viz : 

4  States  represented  on  7  days, 

5  «  "  3    " 

6  "  "  7    « 

Pennsylvania  represented  by  2  members  on  8  days,  and  by  1  on 
9  days.    None  from  Bhode  Island. 


Elbction  of  Burgbssbs,  &c.,  for  Beading,  1788. 

[I.,  s.]    To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  President,  and 
Honourable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Whereas  an  Election  held  on  the  first  dav  of  May,  A.  Domini, 
1788,  at  the  Court  house  in  the  Borouffh  of  Reading,  in  the  County 
of  Berks,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  the  following  per- 
sons were  Duly  elected,  Yizt : 

Number  of 
votes  each. 
Burgeses. — James  May,      ....        18 
Peter  Nagel,        .        .         .         .14 

Ass't  Burgescs. — John  Reitmeyer,  .        .         .        31 

Jacob  Kraul,       •  .        .        .31 

Kraft  Thener,  .        «        31 

Christ'n  Merokel,  ...    31 

Glk.--Collinson  Bead,        ...        31 

High  Constable. — John  Fesig,         .        .        .        .18 

I,  John  Fesig,  the  preceeding  High  Constable,  Do  Hereby  Cer- 
tify that  the  above  is  a  True  Return  of  the  persons  elected  for  the 
Different  Offices  as  above  speoifyed.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal 
the  2nd  Day  of  May,  A.  Domini,  1778. 

JOHN  FESIG. 

Late  Constable.* 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
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V.  P.  MUHLBNBBBG  TO  C.  J.  McB[bAN.— PoWDBfc 

Magazine,  1788. 

In  Coaneili 

Philadelphia,  Maj  2nd,  1788. 

Sir, 

Captain  Stiles,  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  and  keeper  of  the 
Magazine,  reports  to  Council  that  so  large  a  quantity  of  powder  has 
been  imported  this  Spring;  that  both  the  Magazine  and  Gnard 
House  are  full,  and  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  store  the  remain- 
der in  a  wooden  building,  and  that  more  powder  is.still  expected. 
Council  apprehend  the  safety  of  the  City  may  be  endan^red  if  pre- 
cautions are  not  taken  to  secure  the  powder  as  well  as  eireumstances 
will  admit,  and  as  no  provision  is  made  by  Law  to  direct  Council 
on  this  occasion,  they  request  your  advice,  (together  with  the  advice 
of  such  of  the  Judges  as  may  be  in  town,)  in  what  manner  and  by 
what  means  the  threatened  danger  may  be  best  averted. 
I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

P:  MUHLENBERG.* 
Directed, 

HonbU*  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Thomas  Craig  to  Pees.  Franklik,  1788.--^ohn  Brown. 

Norriton  Farm,  5th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

By  a  resolve  of  your  Honorable  Board,  and  a  Letter  from  the 
Sheriff  of  JMontgomery  County,  it  appears  that  I  am  charffed  with 
opposing  the  execution  of  a  criminal  by  the  name  of  John  Brown,f 
on  Saturday,  the  12th  of  April  last.  I  cannot  find  words  to  express 
my  astonishment  of  the  representation  of  the  business;  nor  did  I 
think  it  possible  that'  the  sheriff  could  ever  have  attempted  to  state 
it  as  he  has,  or  that  he  could  ever  wish  to  hear  more  of  his  conduct 
in  that  affiiir.  And  permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  Council  that  my  feelings  on  this  occasion  cannot  be  de- 
scribed, and  I  do  most  solemnly  declaro  upon  Honor,  that  I  never 
had  the  most  distant  idea  of  any  thing  of  the  Idnd,  nor  can  I  think 
that  there  is  any  member  of  your  Honourable  Body  with  whom  I 

♦  See  CoL  Roc.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  447,  452,  and  opinion.  Archives,  p.  288. 
t  See  pages,  264,269.' 
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bave  ibe  honour  of  an  acquaintance^  that  oyer  gave  Oredh  to  it. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  a  Man  who  has  served  yotx  fiiithfiilly  from 
the  commencement  of  the  iate  war  to  the  end  of  it,  in  order  to 
establish  the  present  Government — a  man  that  has  gone  forth  on 
every  occasion  to  support  the  Laws  of  his  Country, — I  say  can  it  be 
possible  to  suppose  him  capable  of  such  an  act  ?  Let  me  assure 
your  Excellency  it  was  not  the  case;  and  let  me  hope  your  Honor- 
able Body  will  pardon  me  in  saying  that  there  is  scarcely  one  word 
of  truth  in  what  he  calls  a  state  of  facts ;  and  I  flatter  myself  the 
Certificates  which  I  forward  with  this,  together  with  my  own  state- 
ment of  the  matter,  will  place  my  character  in  a  different  point  of 
light  from  that  which  the  Sheriff  wishes  to  place  me  in.  And  per- 
mit me  to  add  that  I  feel  great  pain  in  bein^  brought  forward 
before  your  Honorable  Body  in  a  dispute  with  a  man  that  the 
records  on  your  files  contain  charges  against,  and  charges  that  a  jury 
of  twelve  respectable  characters  decided  ttpon->-which  decision  has 
branded  him  with  every  mark  of  infamy. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment 
Of  esteem  and  respect  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedt.  and  most  Hble.  servant, 

THOS.  CRAIG. 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Statement  of  Wm.  Moore  Smith. — John  Brown,  1788. 

On  Thursday  preceding  the  Saturday  appointed  for  the  Execution 
of  John  Brown,*  I  returned  to  my  home  at  Norriatown  from  Phila- 
delphia. I  was  informed  that  the  Sheriff  had  fix'd  on  Airy  Street 
aa  the  place  of  Execution ;  Every  person  with  whom  I  had  any 
Conversation  on  the  subject,  seemed  dissatisfied  at  the  Conduct  of 
the  Sheriff.  His  Deputy  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Trap,  where  the 
Sheriff  lives,  with  some  message  on  the  subject.  In  the  afternoon 
the  Deputy  returned — He  said  he  had  delivered  a  message  to  the 
Sheriff,  to  the  foUowius  purpose,  '<  That  the  streets  of  the  town 
oaght  not  to  be  made  the  place  of  a  capital  Execution,  &  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  University  had  engaged,  at  the  time  the  town  was 
laid  out,  to  grant  Lots  for  any  public  purpose  when  called  upon, 
and  that  there  was  full  time  enough  for  the  Sheriff  to  apply/*     The 

*  See  pages  264,  269. 
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Sheriff  returned  for  answer  *^  that  he  would  be  down  at  Norristown 
early  the  next  morning/'     About  noon  the  next  day  he  called  at 
my  office,  I  told  him  of  two  places,  otie  at  the  End  of  the  farm,  up 
the  Sweed  ford  road^  at  the  point  of  a  peioe  of  Wood  land,  which 
would  be  remote  from  the  town;  the  other  at  the  point  of  Land  at 
the  mouth  of  Stoney  Creek — and  if  he  would  fix  upon  either  of 
them,  I  was  certain  no  objection  would  be  made.     I  went  up  with 
the  Sheriff  to  look  at  the  first  place ;    On  our  return  we  met  Jon* 
Roberts  &  Jno.  Pugh ;  Mr.  Roberts  went  down  with  me  to  Col. 
Craig's  to  dine.     Col.  Craig  desired   Mr.  Roberts  to  inform  the 
Sheriff ''  that  he  could  give  no  consent  to  erecting  a  Gallows  on  the 
Farm,  but  that  he  would  make  no  Objection  or  Opposition,  to  any 
part  which  might  be  fixed  upon  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the 
Town.''     After  Dinner  I  went  with  Mr.  Roberts  in  search  of  the 
Sheriff,  and  the  above  Information  was  given  to  him.     It  was  agreed 
then  to  walk  to  the  point  of  Stoney  Creek  to  view  the  spot.    As  we 
came  down  as  far  as  Col.  Craig's  door,  the  Sheriff  went  up  to  speak 
to  Col.  Craig — Col.  Craig  desired  him  to  begone,  as  he  chose  to  have 
no  Conversation  with  bim ;  On  the  Sheriff  asking  his  reason,  he 
reoeved  for  answer  ''that  he  was  an  impertinent  Sconndrell" — 
which  was  the  only  harsh  term  he  used.    The  Sheriff  went  away  to 
the  Tavern.     I  had  no  further  Conversation  on  the  subject  at  that 
Hme — but  concluded  he  would  have  the  Gallows  erected  at  the 
mouth  of  Stoney  Creek.    The  next  morning  the  Gallows  was  dis- 
covered at  the  side  of  the  principal  Street  of  the  town,  between  the 
Court  house  &  Goal,  in  the  full  view  of  most  of  the  houses  erected 
in  the  town.     Col.  Craig  went  up  and  cut  it  down.     As  soon  as  he 
came  back,  he  requested  me  to  find  the  Sheriff  and  inform  him  that 
he  might  have  his  Gallows  taken  to  any  part  of  the  farm,  and  no 
opposition  snould  be  made,  but  that  he  was  not  to  Insult  the  Inhabi- 
tants by  erecting  it  at  their  Doors.     I  found  that  the  Sheriff  and  his 
Deputy  had  set  off  on  horseback  to  the  City.     I  ordered  my  horse 
and  instantly  followed,  and  overtook  them  about  three  miles  from 
Norristown.     I  desired  the  Sheriff  would  come  back,  that  he  should 
have  every  assistance,  that  the  frame  of  his  Gallows  was  removed  to 
an  unexceptionable  spot,  and  could  soon  be  put  up.     He  refused  to 
come  back — I  then  requested  he  would  send  back  his  Deputy,  who 
might  direct  the  Overseer  of  the  Convicts  to  put  up  the  frame  on 
the  spot  to  which  it  was  removed — for  the  Sheriff,  I  understood,  had 
left  Orders  that  no  person  under  his   Directions  should  lend  the 
least  assistance     He  would  not  suffer  his  Deputy  to  go  back.     I  ob- 
served to  him  that  he  was  making  bad  worse,  and  would  certainly 
ruin  himself,  for  if  his  conduct  was  improper  &  insulting  to  the  In- 
habitants of  Norristown,  he  would  acquire  many  Enemies  &  very 
little  Credit — but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  a  right  to  erect  the 
Gallows  at  whatever  Door  he  -pleased,  a  Sheriff  with  the  Power  of 
the  County  at  his  Command,  could  never  justifiy  the  neglect  of  his 
Duty,  because  opposed  by  an  Individual.    After  some  time  he  pro 
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mised  to  reiarn  in  a  short  time,  as  he  wished  to  meet  some  g^tlemoB 
nt  Steer's  Tavern,  where  he  would  not  stay  long. — I  then  tum'd 
baek  &  got  to  Norristown  before  nine  o'elock. — One  of  the  work- 
men on  the  farm  had  taken  a  pair  of  horses  &  removed  the  frame  of 
the  gallows  into  the  upper  part  of  a  large  field  at  a  Distanoe  from  the 
Town — and  an  express  was  sent  to  Steer's  to  inform  the  Sheriff  of 
what  was  done— He  at  length  returned  &  every  thing  was  prepared 
vrithin  the  time  limited  in  the  first  warrant  &  the  criminal  actually 
executed  before  two  o'clock. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  state  of  the  Circumstances  &  facts  within 
mj  knowledge. 

WM.  MOORE  SMITH. 
Norristown;  May  5th;  1788. 


CbRTTFICATS  of  JOKATHAir  ROBBRTS — JoHN  BbOWK,   1788. 

I  do  certify  that  on  the  11th  of  April,  I  was  at  Norristown  the  day 
before  the  Execution  of  a  certain  Brown,*  a  crimiual  under  sen- 

tance  of  Death  where  I  met  with  Francis  Swaine^  High  Sheriff  of 
Montgomery  County,  he  informed  me  that  he  some  Dtkj  before  in 
company  with  other  gentlemen  fixed  the  spot  for  Execution  in  Airy 
street,  and  ordered  the  goaler  to  Erect  the  gallows  there  that  Col. 
Craig  had  forbiden  the  Erection,  it  was  then  proposed  by  John  Pugfa, 
in  presence  of  the  Sheriff,  that  he  and  I  would  wait  upon  the  Col., 
and  Endeavour  to  Rectify  any  mistake  between  them  to  which  the 
Sheriff  fully  assented  to,  &  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  misunder- 
standing  or  uneasiness  should  have  hapned  between  him  and  the 
Col.  or  other  inhabitants  on  the  occasion,  Pugh  &  I  accordingly 
waited  upon  the  Col.  and  Informed  him  of  our  Bussiness,  he  told  us 
it  was  true  he  had  forbid  the  Erection  of  the  Qallows  in  the  pro- 
poeed  place,  that  he  thought  it  as  Great  an  insult  as  could  be  offered 
to  the  feelings  of  any  people  if  Done  in  the  place  proposed ;  I  then 
asked  the  Gol.  where  would  be  a  proper  place,  he  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  any  spot,  provided  it  was  out  of  the  sight  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  town  and  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees  of  the  univer- 
■ity ;  I  told  the  Col.  I  doubted  the  time  being  too  short  for  such  an 
Application,  he  insisted  upon  its  being  done,  and  pledged  himself 
that  such  consent  might  be  obtained  at  least  from  those  trustees  who 
had  the  management  of  the  furm,  and  that  the  sheriff  had  timely 
notice  for  making  such  application ;  I  then  Returned  to  the  Sheriff, 
and  Informed  him  how  matters  stood  and  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  make  application  to  the  trustees,  but  he  Shewed  no  dis- 
poaition  for  complying,  I  then  proposed  to  the  Sheriff  a  strip  of  land 

*  See  pages  264,  269. 
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over  Stoney  Creeks  adjoioing  Sohtiylkin  which  he  saemed  saUsfitd 
with,  and  was  in  company  of  S.  Haird  ft  W.  M.  Smith,  going  to 
view  it  when  I  left  Norristown,  fully  satisfied  the  afores'd  phwe  would 
be  the  place  of  Ezeoation ;  this  being  the  substance  of  what  passed 
between  the  Sheriff  ft  Gol.  ft  my  self,  as  far  as  my  memory  serrcB 
me  at  this  time. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Subscribed  my  Name. 

JONATHAN  ROBERTS 


Hon.  James  R,  Rbid  to  V.  P.  MuHLBNBERa,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  5th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  nnder  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a  draught  on  your 
treasury,  there  is  a  conisiderable  sum  due  me;,  and  as  it  is  a  eostom 
with  other  States  to  be  three  months  in  advance  with  their  Delegates, 
I  presume  Pennsylvania  are  not  less  disposed  to  accommodate  their 
delegates  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to 
ask  for  five  months  pay  or  £350  on  account. 
I  am  Ycry  respectfully, 
your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  REID.* 
I  need  not  mention  the  State  of  the  paper  money,  nor  do  I  expect 
to4raw  the  money  bad  as  it  is  but  can  make  such  use  of  the  order 
as  will  answer  present  purposes. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  going  abroad. 
Directed^ 

The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  Penn* 
sylvania. 


Lieut.  Jeremiah  Talbbot  to  V.  P.  Muhlbhberg,  1788. 

To   the  Honorable  Peter  Muhlenburg,  Vice  President,  and  the 

Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  return  of  an  Election  for  a  troop  of 
Light  horse  for  Franklin  Oounty  which  I  wish  to  Commission  ;  the 
reason  I  wish  to  offer  Council  for  the  number  being  only  twenty 
one,  is  owing  to  a  Doubt  in  myself  Respecting  the  Law  ;  agrea* 
ble  to  that,  six  men  are  to  be  chosen  from  Each  Battallion  to  form 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  449. 
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tbe  Troop.  There  being  but  three  BattelUooi  in  this  County,  I 
voold  not  suffer  more  than  that  number^to  TOte.  I  wiah  the  opinion 
of  Cooncil  in  This  matter. 

I  am  GentlemeO) 

with  Every  mark  of  Esteem^ 

your  most  obedt.  Humble  servt. 

JEREMIAH  TALBBOT. 

Lieut.  F.  Counly. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  Peter  Mulenbcrs  Esquire,  Vioe  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 

HMi'red  By  Wm.  Ridick. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Timothy  Pickering,  1788. 

In  Council;  Philada.  May  6th;  1788. 
Sir, 

A  Petition  has  been  presented  to  Council  by  one  George  Smither 
of  Luzerne  County  complaining  of  James  Nesbitt  and  Benjamin 
Oarpenter  Esq.^  two  of  the  Justices  of  the  County.  From  the 
papers  laid  before  the  Board  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  have  not 
any  Law  to  support  them  in  their  proceedings  against  Smither. 
Council  wish  you  to  enquire  particularly  into  this  business  and 
make  report  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.* 
Dirededf 

To  Timothy  Pickering  Esq.,  Lazcrne  County. 


Secretary  Biddlb  to  Secretary  of  War,  1788. 

Seoretarys  office,  Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1788. 
Bir, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
Copy  of  their  proceedings  on  the  18th  of  April  last*  By  which  you 
yf'HX  perceive  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Josiah  Harmar  and  other 

♦  Bee  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  460.    f  See  Ibid  487. 
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offioers  iheroin  named  ue  oontinned  in  the  Command  of  the  Siale^a 
4)uota  of  Troopa  to  be  raised  for  the  defenoe  of  the  Western  fron- 
tiers. 

I  have  tbe<honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeot  jour  obedient| 

and  very  humble  Servant| 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secretary. 
Directfidy 
Honorable  Major  General  Eoox. 


Resolution  of  Congress, — Settlement  op  AccotrNTS, 

1788. 

By  The  United  States  in*  Congress  assembled, 

May  8th  1788. 

On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  a 
motion  M  Mr.  Carrington. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  proceed  to  the  election  of  two  Com- 
missioners for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  five  great  Departments  to 
continue  in  office  one  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  accounts  for  the  Quarter 
masters,  Commissary's  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathing  Departments, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  eommcDce  suite  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  against  all  persons  in  any  of  the  said 
departments  who  stand  chargeable  with  public  monies,  and  whose 
accounts  shall  not  Be  lodged  with  the  proper  Commissioners  within 
four  months  computed  from  the  present  date,  and  that  this  order  be 
published  in  the  several  States  for  the  period  above  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  continue 
their  unremitted  attention  to  the  final  adjustment  of  all  accounts 
which  have  arisen  in  the  said  departments,  and  to  the  recovery  of 
all  sums  for  which  suits  may  be  commenced,  and  that  at  the  ter- 
mination of  their  commission  they  deposit  with  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  all  the  Books  &  papers  of  their  respective  offices,  together 
with  a  general  abstract  of  the  sums  due  from  Individuals,  in  order 
that  immediate  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  recovery  of  the 
same. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Burral,  was  elected  a  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  Quarter  Master's  &  Commissary's  departments,  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  Walker,  was  elected  Commissioner  for  settling  the 
accounts  of  the  Hospital,  marine  and  Cloathiers  Departments. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy.* 
*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV ,  p.  458. 
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Opinions  op  Judges  op  Supbemb  Court. — ^Powdkr 
Maqazinb,  kc.j  1788.    . 

Philadelphia,  May  8th,  1788. 
Sir, 

W^e  received  the  Act  of  Conncil  of  the  2Dd  instant,*  requesting 
our  advice  on  the  report  of  Captain  Stiles,  Commissary  of  military 
stores  and  keeper  of  the  powder  magazine,  respecting  the  large 
quantity  of  powder  now  in  the  city,  which  cannot  he  stored  in  the 
magazine,  ^y  the  common  Law  every  puhlicam  nocumentam  or 
nuisance  is  indictable,  and  we  conceive,  that  keeping  so  large  a 
quantity  of  powder  in  the  city  as  may  endanger  the  houtes  and  lives 
of  the  inhabitants  is  of  that  nature,  but  by  Act  of  Assembly  any 
person  is  authorized  to  keep  any  quantity  in  his  house  not  exceeding 
tbirty^ounds  in  weight.  The  Supreme  Executive  can  take  order  as 
to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  use  their  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  the  citizens,  and  therefore  as  the  magazine  will 
not  contain  all  the  powder  in  the  city,  and  there  is  no  other  place 
provided  by  law  for  storing  it,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  they  have 
power  to  direct,  that  the  surplus  powder  may  be  kept  in  some  safe 
place  at  a  distance  from  any  dwelling  house,  and  we  apprehend  such 
a  place  may  be  most  convenient  near  the  river  Delaware,  either 
above  Kensington  or  below  South wark. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's  and  the  CounciFs 

most  obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  MoKEAN, 
Direx^ted,,  GEO.  BRYAN.      ^ 

To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire. 


John  Bheiner, 

David  Bittenhouse,  Esquire, 

Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia,  May  8th,  17S8. 
Amicable  Action. 

Reference  from  Council  on   a  case 
)- stated  for  the  opinion  of  such  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  are 
in  town.f 

The  question  proposed  to  the  Judges  on  the  case  stated  is,  '^  Does 
the  money  thus  remitted  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  or  to  John 
Bbeiner. 
Answer, 

We  have  considered  the  question,  and  are  of  opinion,  That  the 
money  thus  remitted  belongs  to  John  Rheiner. — Judge  Bush,  tho' 
sow  absent  concurred  in  this  opinion.  THO.  McRE  AN. 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

♦  See  page-Sye,  and  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  462—3. 
t  See  page  273,  and  ib. 
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Capt.  David  ZEiaLKR  to  Pbesidknt  Franklin. — 1788. 

Sir: 

Abraham  Widdaw,  a  soldier  in  my  Company,  which  was  killed 
last  July  in  the  river  Wabash  by  the  Kikabus  Indians,  left  in  my 
Possession  his  Patent  of  200  acres  in  Westmoreland  Oountyi  Granted 
him  by  this  state,  for  bis  Passed  Seryices  rendered  last  war,  made 
no  Will,  has  also  no  relation  in  this  Country  to  my  knowledge, 
would  wish  of  your  honorable  Body  to  be  informed  how  to  act, 
with  respect  of  the  Pay  and  Arrears  is,  when  no  will  or  relation  are 
to  be  found,  all  those  are  gains  to  the  United  States  According  to 
the  rules  of  the  Articala  of  last  war. 

When  I  marched  last  from  the  City,  Col.  Harmar  directed  me  to 
furnish  my  men  with  a  SmalJacket:  (called  fatigue  Coats)  to  pre- 
serve the  New  Cloathing.  I  did  so  and  purchased  the  Cloathinff 
and  trimings  at  a  great  price  at  Pittsburgh,  and  as  Casualities  will 
happen  in  a  Company,  meet  with  a  considerable  los,  and  although 
my  fond  is  of  a  Little  Weight,  mus  for  the  Ambition  Sex  have  some 
again  made,  if  only  your  honorable  Body  grant  me  the  Allowance 
the  Hon'ble  the  House  of  Assembly  voted  to  the  recruiting  Officers, 
(which  was  One  Dollar  ^  men)  and  some  Ezpences  rendering  that 
service  to  enable  me  to  outshin  every  one  on  the  Yestern  station. 

I  have  received  thirty  Dollars  in  gold  from  Mr.  Nicholson  the 
Controller,  and  twice  I  have  Borowed  Money  of  the  same  kind  fur  to 
go  on  with  the  Bussiness,  untill  his  return. 

Suffer  me  to  say  that  I  am  as 

DutyfuU  as  Obedient 

Sir  Your  most  humble  and  most 
Obedient  Servant 

DAVID  ZKIGLER. 

Philadelphia;  May  9th,  1788. 
Directed, 

To  the  honorable  the  Vice  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 


V.  P.  MUHLBNBBBQ  TO  GoV.  RANDOLPH,  OF  ViRGINU,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  the  9th,  1788 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  Property  having  by  their  Memorial  of  the  first  in« 
stant  informed  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  thai 
they  are  in  many  instances  prevented  from  deciding  with  precision 
(and  agreeably  to  the  Compact  entered  into  by  the  Stotes  of  Vir- 
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jpms  and  Penn^IyanU)  <m  dispaieB  sabeistisg.  betwoen  persosf 
claiming  Lands  m  the  Coonties  of  Yongbionia;  Monongalia  and 
OhiO)  owing  to  their  being  unprovided  with  rach  of  the  Laws  of 
Virginia  as  relate  io  that  subjeot — Coanoil  haye  therefore  directed 
me  to  request  jonr  Ezoellencv  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that  this 
Board  may  by  farnijshed  with  the  Iiaws  of  Yirginia  respeelang  the 
adjusting  the  titles  to  unpatented  Laiids  in  the  aforesaid  Oounfied 
together  with  such  other  Laws  of  the  said  Commonwealth  as  ward 
enacted  previous  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  Compact  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania — ^Ekewise  the  Act  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1776  in  which  the  Lands  and  Territories  included  within 
the  chartered  Bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  were 
ceded  to  the  People  of  the  said  States  respectively. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

PETER  MITHLENBBRO,  V.  P.* 


SbCY.  Ot  CONQEBSS    TO  PRESIDENT  I^RANKMN,    1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
May,  12th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Gongresi  being  anziomi  to  bring  to  a  close  the  puUie  aoeoonti^  as 
fer  as  they  relate  to  the  late  Quarter  Master's,  OommiaHyries^  Hospi* 
ial,  Marine  and  cloathing  Departments  have  passed  the  Besolu« 
tIcNW,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Bxoellency  here« 
widi  enclosed.  As  the  order  to  the  Oommisskmers  to  conunenoe 
suits  may  afiect  some  of  the  citizens  of  your  State,  I  have  io  lequest 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause  it  to  be  published  for 
the  information  of  all  concerned. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Tour  Ezoellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant 

CHA.  THOMSON.f 
Dtrecied 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  461. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 

Vol.  XL— 11 


286  PSMN8YLVANU  ABOHIYSB  1788. 

GBORaK  Bryan  to  Skobktary  ^Biddm.— Statb  Islaitd. 

Philadelphia,  12(h  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

On  Friday  laat  I  went  to  the  Hocfpiials  at  the  State  Island  (ae- 
companied  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Baird)  to  Tiew  the  condition  of  every 
thing  there. 

The  Hospitals  require  a  new  cover  of  shinglee.  The  southern  shed 
of  the  roof  is  the  worst,  but  the  whole  must  soon  be  renewed  in  order 
to  prevent  damage  to  the  Fabric.  I  would  observe  that  shingles 
ana  workmanship  may  be  had  at  present,  on  verv  moderate  terms. 

The  Wharfs  absolutely  necessary  for  the  landing  of  siok  persons 
from  ships,  is  much  damaged  by  Storms  and  the  driving  Ice  during 
the  winter  season.  Should  the  repair  of  it  be  deferred,  the  mischief 
will  probably  be  sreatly  heightened.  As  the  Wharf  is  chiefly  of 
Stone,  there  will  be  need  of  100  to  150  perches  of  heavy  picked 
Stone  from  one  of  the  Quarries  near  Chester  to  raise  it  high  enough 
to  withstand  the  rough  water;  this  I  am  told  may  cost  with  flat  hire 
8  or  10  s.  ^  Perch.  Filling  may  be  gotten  out  of  the  adjoining 
Cripple  ground,  as  blue  mud  will  be  the  best. 

Mb.  Jones,  the  steward  represents  that  the  pump  is  nearly  rotted, 
and  that  it  must  soon  be  useless.  A  pump  is  indispensible,  but  I 
apprehend  as  the  well  is  shallow  a  short  Tree  will  suffice. 

Of  ^  Funds  of  the  Hospital  arising  from  a  pdl  Tax  of  Bighteen 
penee  per  head  on  all  passengers  arriving  in  the  Port,  are  not  pio- 
duotive  at  present,  the  Trustees  must  refer  the  above  mentioned 
particulars  to  the  honourable  board,  to  whom  I  beg  you  will  oom- 
monioate  them.  Mr.  Bayard,  the  other  Trustee,  is  gone  to  New« 
Bmnswiok. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 
DirecUd 

To  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secretary  &o. 


Sjbcbetary  Biddle  to  Justices  of  Berks  County,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Phikdolphia,  May  13th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  Council  I  send  you  inclosed  a  list  of  Witneses  * 
to  be  examined  upon  oath  before  you,  touching  the  irregularities 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  464. 
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Mnpluiied  of  «l  an  Steedcn  dT  Jngtioes  of  iko  poaoo  koM  on  the 
fNHteenth  of  last  Month  io  and  for  the  dktriot  eompoMd  of  t^  town* 
ships  of  Golebrodcdale,  Barl  sad  Oley  ia  tbo  County  of  Befka. 
I  am,  Gentlemen 

Tour  obidi^t  and  feff  httmUe  SerranC. 
JAMES  TMM^LE, 
Ibr  OHABLIS  BIDDLE,  Seo'y. 
Directed 

John  Otte  Jacob  Weaver  and  Paul  Grosknp,  Eflq'rs.,  Jnsticea  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Berks,  or  one  of  them. 


'V.  P.  MUHLKNBBRG  TO  COL.  JOSIAH  HaRMAR,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1788. 
In  examining  the  Kecorda  of  Council  wq  find  that  Thro'  inadver- 
tency a  Commission  issued  to  Mr.  Spear  for  a  Lieutenancy  notwith- 
standing Conneil  had  determined,  That  the  Officers  belonging  to  the 
Quota  of  this  State,  should  rank  agreeably  to  Seniority  since  they 
were  commissonM  in  Your  Reg't.  Council  have  therefore  directed 
me  to  ^ve  you  this  information,  and  to  express  Their  desire  That 
tbefittid  determination  on  the  rank  of  Messrs.  Denny  and  Spear  may 
remain  suspended  nntill  Tou  have  an  opportunity  to  laj  their  several 
pretensions  before  the  Board,  That  if  it  should  appear  Mr.  Denny  is 
the  Senior  Officer  in  Tour  Beg't,  he  may  be  Commissioned  accord- 
iDgly.  P.  M.,  V.  P. 

Directed — ^To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  Josiah  Harmar. 


To  Sbormary  of  Forhigik  Affairs,  1788. 

(Circular) 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  17th  May,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
eodoaed,  a  Copy  of  an  act  of  his  most  christian  Majesty's  Council  of 
State  "  for  the  Encouragment  of  the  Commerce  of  France  with  the 
United  States  of  America"  passed  the  21)th  December  1787,*  to- 
gether with  a  Copy  of  a  Letler  on  the  subject  of  it  from  his  Majesty'a 
Comptroller  General  of  Finance  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  JeffersoOy 
dated  on  the  same  Day. — 

*  See  page  220.    4I10,  CoL  Uec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
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AUbottBk  tbocwPspen  hv^  diMly  mffpeiMd  in  A^  OtaoKcfis  7^ 
not  b«?iftg  beea  ratil  lately  eonmmiiiaaled  offlciftUy  to  OwgamBp  they 
ooald  not  fponer  be  pobliahwl  by  thw  Authority.^-" 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be  with 

0mt  OonrfdeiftlioB  and  Beif^ei 
Yov  Bxcelleooy's 

Hoel  oVt  a^d  yetj  h'ble  Seirtt. 
Z>Mwted  JOHN  JAY. 

-  To  Hui  Eieelleiioy  Dr.  BeDJamia  ExankHs;  Preeident  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylyania. 


Jqujs  Hassb  to  Roisi.  Bobbbt  Teaxll — John  Jun^majt, 

1788. 

Bethlehem,  May  19th,  1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  enoloeo  a  Petition  to  Counoil  of  John  Jong-  * 
man,*  of  whom  a  Sum  ofMoney  for  Arrearageaof  Suhstitate  Money 
daring  the  War,  is  now  demanded  by  CoL  Craigi  by  order  of  the 
Comptroller  Oeneral. 

The  Tenor  of  the  Petition  will  inform  you  of  the  Ciroomatanoefi 
aooording  to  Trnth,  and  I  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  John  Jnng- 
man,  after  haying  been  aotually  employed  aa  an  A^istant  Miasion* 
ary  among  the  Indiana  (ehiefly  the  Mahikans)  for  seyeral  years,  not 
at  an  Anistaat  in  procuring  the  Liying  of  the  other  Miaaionaries  only, 
but  to  learn  their  languaees  and  to  teach  them  the  Dootrinea  of 
Christiainity  which  he  has  done  faithfully  as  loog  as  he  was  able  and 
'till  a  yerj  severe  hypochrondiac  disorder  obliged  him  to  return  to 
Bethlehem.  If  it  should  be  necessary  that  hia  Sickness  should 
be  certified,  Dr.  Horsfield,  whose  Integrity  you  are  not  unac- 
quainted with,  will  at  any  time  be  willing  to  certify  the  same,  so, 
that  it  will  apipear  that  he  was  absolutoly  unfit  for  mUttey  duty. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  aquaint  you  that  it  is  a  Rule 
among  the  Brethren,  that  even  their  Missionaries  when  they  return, 
tho'  it  be  only  for  a  time,  will,  when  not  disabled  by  Sickness,  do 
some  Work  m  order  to  earn  their  Liybg.  This  was  the  Case  with 
JuDgman,  and  for  that  reason  and  by  the  adyice  of  his  Physicians, 
who  thought  bodily  Exercise  very  beneficial  to  him,  he  worked  the 
Ferry  for  three  years  and  during  the  Time  when  the  Hospitals  and 
other  Parts  of  the  army  were  continually  passing  and  repassing  that 
Ferry  over  the  Lehigh. — If  a  Certificate  for  that  Purpose  should  be  - 
neoessary,  I  am  in  hopes  my  Testimony/ who,  Tou  know,  great  Part 
ef  the  Time  was  employed  by  the  Diiroctore  of  the  Hospital  as  Oom« 
missary,  would  be  accepted. 

«  See  page  8M. 
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Permil  hsb,  Sk^  to  addyibat  I  am  MiMibl«  tbat  any  other  Sooiety 
who  lued  sncii  Eodeayoun  in  Cinlifling  the  Indians  by  instinoting 
them  in  the  Dootrinee  of  Ghrittianity;  and  by  this  became  so  benefl- 
eial  to  their  Ooon^y  jn  General,  would  expect  it  in  Equity  of  OoTem- 
ment,  that  their  MiaaionarieSy  tho'  not  ordained  Ministersi  when  diey 
ttFB  disabled  by  Sicknees  to  continue  there,  should  be  free  from 
Military  Duty  afterwards,  and  it  is  my  prirate  Wish,  that  the  Honor> 
able  the  Oouneil  may  exempt  poor  Jungman  frrom  Military  Serrioe 
-fer  the  time  to  come,  tfao'  he  is  too  modest  to  petition  for  the  same. 
I  am  aware  of  the  Objections  against  it,  vis.  that  if  it  was  granted, 
the  Brethren  Inight  send  all  their  young  People  there  upon  an 
Errand  and  thereby  make  them  become  Assistants  and  so  ayoid  bear- 
ing their  Shares  of  the  burthen  of  the  Country,  But  if  such  objectors 
would  only  be  pleased  to  consider  the  Expences  of  the  Journey  of 
eoe  single  Person  to  those  Fftrts,  they  would  find  the  Objection 
frivolous. 

I  will  not  lengthen  this  Letter  with  begging  Ptodon  for  the  Trouble 
I  pye  you,  but  only  assure  You  that  I  am  sincerely  with  true  Regard 
Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obedient  h'blc  Serr't 
IHreeted,  JOHN  BASSE. 

Robert  Traill,  Esq's, 

fiityoured  by  Oha's*  MixselL 


RoBEBT  Traill  to  Prbs.  Franklin— Death  of 
R.  Lrybrs^  1788. 

Easton,  Hay  2l8t^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  haye  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  eTcning  Mr. 
licyers,*  the  Prothonotary  of  thia  County  departed  this  life  leafing 
a  distressed  &mily. 

I  haye  fastened  up  the  Office  for  the  safety  of  the  public  Records 
&C.,  as  I  haye  bad  the  care  of  the  same  during  his  late  lUness — 
Bhould  any  thing  be  wanting,  shall  officiate  'tUl  Council  shall  be 
pleased  to  appoint  another  person. 

With  this  ^ou'l  receiye  my  Resignation*  to  my  Seat  in  Council 
smd  my  Application  for  the  soeye  Offioe,  which  seems  rather  not  so 
oleyer  to  come  together,  but  hope  I  shall  be  excuaed^r^faall  be  under 
gr^t  Obligations  to  your  BxcellcDcy  (should  yon  think  no  worthy) 
to  promote  the  same. — ^I  remain  with  respeot 

Your  BzeeUency's  meet  obed't  h'ble  Sery't. 

ROB.  TRAILL. 

Hi«  BzoaUeni^y  Benjasiin  FcanUin^  Isq. 

•  0ee  C0I.  Heo.,  Vol.  X^.,  pp.  490.  4&1 
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SflOBBTART  ov  Wab  TO  Caft.  Zbiglbr,  1788. 

War  office.  May  20iL,  1788. 
Sir, 

r    Tour  favors  of  the  26th  and  28th  uUimo,  9th  &  1 6th  lostant  with 
jour  accounts  and  weekly  return  enclosed  have  been  duly  reoMved. 

I  have  received  officially  the  appointment  of  the  PenasyWaiiia 
officers,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  nnd  that  the  old  ones  are  con- 
tinued. 

With  respect  to  the  dothing  you  request  for  a  cadet,  yon  will 
appropriate  one  of  the  suits  that  are  to  be  sent  on  to  complete  your 
companv's  clothing  to  this  purpose. 

All  the  Soldiers  whose  times  of  service  have  expired  and  wb# 
shall  not  re-enlist,  will  receive  the  amount  of  the  dothing  due  them 
at  the  same  time  that  they  receive  their  pay. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  receive  soon  the  monies  necessary  for 
continuing  the  recruiting  service  in  solid  coin,  as  the  depreciated 
paper  willby  no  means  answer  your  purpose. 

I  am  satisfied  with  your  application  to  Doctor  Oleniworth  for  his 
attention  to  your  men  when  sick,  but  in  this  business  it  is  neoessaiy 
that  you  stipulate  with  him  the  terms  on  whidi  his  visifci  are  to  be 
made  and  inform  me  thereof. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  how  long  it  will  be  according  to  youi 
present  prospects  before  you  will  hav0  enlisted  the  number  of  men 
directed  in  your  instructions,  and  what  time  you  think  you  shall  be 
ready  to  march. 

I  am,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  KNOX.  ^ 

Gapt.  Zeigler. 


Gov.  Bandolph  to  Pbes.  Fbabkuk,  1788. 

Biohmond,  May  22, 1788. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  act  of  the  executive  wttl  show  your  excellency,  that 
we  have  put  the  preparation  of  the  laws,  requested  in  a  letter  from 
the  vice  president,  in  a  Ikir  train.  I  hope  to  be  soon  able  to  for- 
ward them  to  the  supreme  executive  council. 

Last  night  I  received  your  inver  conoeming  Joseph  Elam.  The 
testimony  against  him  is  so  well  authenticated,  that  not  knowing 
how  to  question  its  truth, — I  cannot  account  for  his  prudence  ei 
conduct  and  discourse,  as  fkr  as  I  have  witnessed  them.  It  is  not 
my  wish  to  upheld  any  violations  of  the  peace,  or  countenance  any 
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infnoiions  of  religions  order  and  deoomm.  I  Bball  tberelbre  itate 
the  matter  to  faim^  wben  he  retnms,  aeooiding  to  my  present  riew 
of  ity  and  donbt  not,  that  I  shall  prevent  arepetittonof  his  improper 
behaviour. 

I  have  the  honor  sir, 
to  be  with  great  respeet, 

your  most  obed.  servt 

EDM.  RANDOLPH  * 


Procekdings  of  Coukcil  of  Virginia,  1788. 

Li  Goondl,  Hay  21, 1788. 

'  The  Governor  laid  before  the  board  a  letterf  from  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Snpremo  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
requesting  the  laws  of  Virginia,  <'  respecting  adjusting  of  titles  to 
'<  unpatented  land  in  the  counties  of  Yobogania,  Monongalia  and 
^  Ohio,  together  with  such  other  laws  of  Virginia  as  were  enacted 
<'  previous  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  compact  between  the  States 
<' of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  act  of  the  convention  of 
^  1776,  in  which  the  lands  and  t^ritories,  included  within  the  char* 
'*  tered  bounds  of  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania,  were  ceded  to 
^  the  people  of  the  said  states  respectively/' 

Whereupon  it  is  advised,  that  the  Attorney  General  be  requested 
to  furnish  the  board  with  a  list  of  the  acts  described  as  aforesaid. 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates  cause  copies  of  the  said 
acts  to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  the  board  duly  authenticated  : 

GThat  as  soon  as  the  said  acts  shall  be  received,  they  be  forwarded 
to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pesnsylvania  in  foil  form  : 

That  &e  said  supreme  executive  counoii  be  in  the  mean  time 
iBformed,  that  the  instructions  aforesaid  have  been  given,  that  it  is 
notwithstanding  probable,  that  questions  may  arise,  connected  with 
Iftws,  which  do  not  seem  at  (Hresent  to  be  comprehended  in  their  re- 
quest, and  which  cannot  be  pointed  out  by  the  officers  of  this  state, 
without  some  knowledge  of  the  litigated  cases ;  that  it  is  dierefore 
hoped  in  behalf  of  those  who  claim  under  Virginia,  that  as  the  Bz« 
eeuUve  thereof  will  be  always  ready  to  supply  any  oopiaa  of  publio 
•ets,  which  the  supreme  executive  council  may  denro,  they  will  be 
notified  from  time  to  time,  (if  no  rule  of  proceediog  be  tbeieby 
Tiolated)  of  the  necessity  of  such  acta  being  produoMl  before  the 
board  of  property  :  and, 

That  no  such  county  as  the  county  of  Yobogania  now  exists ;  that 
part  of  it,  whidi  was  left  within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  465.        See  page  284. 
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all6r  (h«  eztonstoQ  of  the  western  bonndaiy  between  Penn^lTania 
and  Yirginla,  haying  been  by  law  added  to  the  County  of  Ohio. 
All  whioh  the  Goremor  orden  aooordingly, 

Extract  from  the  Hinntea, 

SAM.  COLEMAN,  A.  C.  C*  ^ 


Report  to^  and  Besoluiion  of,  Gongbbss,  1788. 

United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  22  1788. 

The  committee  ooneisting  of  Mr.  Dane,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr* 
Irvine,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Motion  ^f  Mr.  Dane,  relative  to  public  and  unsettled. Aooonnts, 
having  reported, 

That,  on  carefully  examining  the  subject  referred  to  them,  they 
find  that  during  the  late  war,  and  especially  in  the  early  periods  of 
it,  many  millions  of  doUarp  were  advanced  by  the  United  States  to 
sundry  persons,  of  the  expenditures  whereof  proper  accounts  have 
not  been  rendered  :  and  though  the  persons  who  have  been  Mitrus- 
ted  with  public  monies  have  been  fi^nently  called  upon  to  settle 
their  accounts  by  the  acts  and  officers  of  Congress,  yet  in  many  eases 
they  have  not  produced  or  exhibited  to  the  proper  officers  any  docu* 
ments  or  vouchers  on  which  regular  settlements  can  be  made. — 
That  several  accounts  of  very  considerable  exteut  faitve  been  tak« 
up,  and  so  far  passed  on,  that  balances  appear  to  be  stated  generally, 
and  in  some  cases  payment  made,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
proper  statements  were  made  of  the  articles  which  composed  Ihose 
accounts,  or  that  the  regular  vouchers  were  produced  to  auj^Mrt  the 
charges  in  them.  Accounts  ^us  impc^eetly  stated  and  unsuppor- 
ted, the  Committee  conceive  are  justly  liable  to  revision;  and 
particularly  so,  as  it  does  not  af^^ear  that  the  puiies  have  at  any 
time  considered  them  as  being  finally  settled.— That  from  a  general 
view  of  this  subject,  the  Committee  are  induced  to  think  and  beUAve, 
that  the  United  States  have  already  suffered  very  great  inconvenif- 
enoies  by  inexcusable  negligence  and  unauthorised  delays,  in  peisoiii 
entrusted  with  public  monies,  in  not  rendering  and  setUing  their  aor 
counts ;  and  that  it  is  become  highly  expedient  that  deeiaive  measorea 
be  speedily  adopted  for  closing  all  the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  late 
war — and  therefore  the  Oommittee  are  of  opinion,  That  the  Board  of 
Treasury  be  directed,  to  cause  suits  to  be  commenced,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  against  all  persons  who  stand  charged  with  public 
monies  or  other  property }  and  that  they  cause  the  same  to  be  com- 
menced within  three  months  from  this  date,  against  all  those  persona 

*  Bee  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  466. 
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irbo  haTe  been  already  specially  required  to  aettio  their  aeeobnfa  by 
tbe  proper  officers,  and  who  shall  not  within  that  time  adopt  and 
pnrsae  meaaores  effectoal,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Board|  for  aet- 
tling  the  same ;  and  within  five  months  from  this  date,  against  all 
other  persons  so  charged^  and  who  shall  not  whhin  that  time  adopt 
and  pursue  like  measores :  and,  that  when  any  material  queationa 
ahall  arise  oonoeming  any  doabtfal  or  partial  settlements  of  aoooonta 
which  may  have  been  made,  or  conoemiQg  the  operation  of  any  par* 
ticnlar  snits,  the  aaid  Board  be  directed  to  state  to  Congress,  particn- 
larlj  the  ciroamstanoes  of  the  case,  with  their  opinion  thereon. 
fiesolTedy  That  Gongresa  agree  to  the  said  Beport. 

GHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Sjbcretart  of  Congesss  to  Pbbs.  Fbanelin,  1T88. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Seoretary  of  Congress, 

May  26th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  tranamitting  to  your  BzeeUency  herewith  en- 
^osed,  an  aet  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  pass'd 
tile  22ndy — ^By  this  and  their  aot  of  the  8th,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  transmitting  with  my  Letter  of  the  12th.  it  ia  hoped  the  Aoeoonts 
betneen  the  United  States  and  Individual  persona  will  speedily  be 
broooht  to  a  dose. 

With  great  Bespecl, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Bzeelleno/s  Most 

Obedient  &  most  hum  Berv't, 

CHA8.  THOMSON. 
Dtreetedy 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  CommonwealUi  of  Pen* 
Bylvania. 


SbOEIBTABT  07  FOBEIGN  AFFAIRS,  1T88. 

((Sroular.) 
Office  for  foreign  Affidrs,  26th  May,  1788. 
Bir, 

Mr.  Dumas,  agreeable  to  the  Bequest  of  the  Envoy  extraordinaiy 
of  his  Swedish  Majesty  at  the  Hague,  has  transmitted  to  me  a  Note 

13* 
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h4  nmw%A  hem  that  Miniater,  wbioh  I  Uva  now  th#  Hoaor  of  ooift- 
BittpiofttlQff  to  jovr  Excelleaoyi  in  order  that  such  Meaanvee  may  bo 
taken  on  Uie  anhjoot  aa.  OireoaMtanoea  and  tho  Laws  of  Natioaa  aaj 
diototo. 

With  graat  reapoet  and  Goaaderation, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your  Bzoelleney'a 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  JAI » 
Direcle(l, 

To  His  Sxodlenoy  Doet^r  Bei^amin  Franklin^  Pvendont  of  the 
GooiinonifeaUli  of  Ponnayivania. 


Nora. 

Tho  Sienr  Adolph  Bozendorff,  Major  in  the  King's  Serrioe,  has 
informed  the  Royal  College  of  Commereei  that  Captain  Adolph 
Frederick  Dahlberg,  commaoding  the  merchant  Ship,  (formerly  a 
oorT6tte);OaUed,tha  Marie  Elissabeth,  belonging  to  the  said  Major, 
took  in  a  Cargo  at  Pilan  in  the  Summer  of  1785,  for  Qottenbatgc 
Thai  the  saad  Major,  haTiog  re oeived  no  advfoe  of  the  Fate  of  his 
Ship  flinoe  that  Time,  nor  of  the  Grew,  conolodod  they  vera  loat  and 
fbondered  at  aea,  nntU,  by  ehaioe,  Infonnation  from  aovaial  Noi»> 
wogian  SaUora  arrived  at  Oarlsorone  from  Oopenbagen,  who  aaaared 
Jiim  that  they  had  met  with  the  said  DaUbtfg,  4  hia  Ship,  in  a  Poii 
of  the  Danish  Colonies,  in  the  West  Indies.  On  wUoh  the  tfajort 
having  obliged  the  sailors  to  verify  thefar  Information  before  a 
Magistrate,  they  declared  under  oath,  that  at  Copenhagen  they 
met  with  several  Norwacian  Sailois,  who  told  them  that  in  a  Danish 
Settlement  in  the  Weat  Indies  they  bad'oon versed  with  some  Swedish 
sailors,  who  said  they  were  originally  from  Gottenburg : — ^That  the 
Captain  of  their  Ship  was  called  Adolph  Frederick  Dahlberi^  a  native 
of  Calmar  in  Sweden,  of  middle  siae,  and  a  dark  ill  looking  oounte- 
'nance,  brown  Hair  cut  round  his  Head,  that  the  Vessel  he  had  was 
painted  black  from  the  Wales  to  the  Deck,  and  must  have  been 
formerly,  from  her  ConstructioB,-a  Sloop  of  War.  Boxendorff  oon« 
eludes  from  this  Deposition,  and  the  Conformity  of  Features,  that 
the  said  deaeribed  Dablbevg  ia  no  other  than  the  maater  of  his  Yea- 
sel,  who  was  sailing  the  seas  iu  a  fraudulent  Manner,  and  had  nrn 
away  with  his  Ship.  Therefore  at  hia  Solicitation,  the  undersigned 
is  requested  by  the  commercial  College  to  communicate  the  aforesaid 
Particulars  to  Mr.  Dumas,  Charge  des  Afbiree,  from  the  United 
States  of  Americe,  to  the  States  general,  and  to  desire  him  to  tako 
*«ueh  measures  in  regard  to  his  respective  Superiors,  aa  he  may  think 

*  Bee  Col.  Sec,  Tol.  XV.,  p.  468. 
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tKe  most  proper,  to  procure  the  Arreet  of  the  add  Dahlhera  &  his 
Yesael/should  he  eoter  any  of  the  American  Ports  within  the '])<>- 
'ttiBioDB  of  the  United  States,  the  Sequestration  of  his  Bffeets,  &  the 
ComvByanee  of  his  Person  k  Ship  to  the  onstody  of  the  Swedidh 
Ckrrsniment  In  the  Island  of  St.  Baitholemew,  whieh  the  nndersignei 
mom  does  by  this  Present,  promising  a  perfect  Redprooity,  whenever 
a  eimflar  case  shall  happen. 

Dahlberg  is  a  native  of  Calmar,  in  Sweden,  rather  short  than  tall, 
of  a  dark  brown  complexion,  his  Hair  brown  approaching  to  Uadr, 
his  Eyes  deep  set  in  his  Head,  being  moreover,  heavy  and^fat.  The 
Ship  built  partly  .of  Oak,  and  partly  of  Pine,  carrying  aboat  22 
l^ists,  ft  was  formerly  built  to  serve  as  a  Sloop  of  War.  She  was 
painted  black  when  she  sailed  from  Calmar,  &  has  the  Ima|;e  ef  a 
yonng  Lady  for  her  head,  &  is  called  the  Marie  Elizabeth. 

Signed,  SCHULTZ  VON  ASCHERADEK. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  from  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden. 


Timothy  PioKSBnra  to  Ji^pgbs  of  the  Suprbhb  Oourt^ 

1788. 

Wilkesborongh,  May  26tb,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

I  was  lately  honoored  with  your  lejbter  of  the  10th  inatMit,  and 
agreeably  te  your  request  have  taken  a  reeogaiiiBDoe  of  ten  iieefaddara 
to  the  amomat  <tf  two  thousand  ponnds,  for  the  appeaianoa  of  John 
Franklin  at  the  next  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  to  be  held  in  tUs 
county,  to  take  his  trial  for  high  tie^son,  ft  hia  keepiiig  the  peaoe  ft 
being  of  the  good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time.  The  snretieB  ae- 
knowiedgod  themselves  indebted  each  in  a  certain  anm,  being,  as  I 
judged,  owners  of  lands  of  those  respect! ves  values;  bmA  it  £d  not 
ocoor  to  me  till  now  that  it  might  be  your  intention  that  they  should 
be  jointly  bound  for  the  entire  sum  of  je2000.  But  I  was  led  to 
take  thersoognixance  in  that  form  from  the  usual  praotioe  of  binding 
iwo  sureties  each  in  half  tho  sum  required  of  the  psincipaL  I  trust 
however  it  will  answer  the  purpose. fer  which  it  was  designed. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

very  respectfully 

your  obed't  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKBBINO.* 

The  Honourable  Thomas  McKeao,  Esquire,  ft  Jacob  Rush, 
Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col,  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  W» 
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Sir, 

I  received  iDformaiion  last  eyeniog  \^  Capt'n  Hartaoff  that  one  of 
franklin's  best  firiends  told  a  person  in  WiUcesbor'g  that  all  thai 
party  wanted  was  to  Oit  Franklin  ont  of  Confinement  and  if  as  Moh 
again  bail  had  been  required  they  would  have  Oiven  it  but  as  boob 
as  Franklin  was  at  liberty :  Bail  Law  and  all  should  go  together  for 
they  did  not  regard  those  b<mds  OiTen.  I  shall  be  at  Wilkesburffh 
to-morrow.  I  think  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  before  somebody 
goes  to  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  Sir,  yoursi 

LAW.  MYERS. 

May  27th,  1788. 
Directed^ 

Ool.  I^okering. 


Timothy  Piokbbing  to  V.  P.  MuHLENBEna,  1788. 

Wilkesborough,  May  27, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  letters  to  the  Chief  Justice  &  Mr.  Burd  I  should 
have  transmitted  directly  to  them  had  I  not  just  been  informed 
that  the  Supreme  Court  were  sitting  now  at  Carlisle,  &  both  those 
gentlemen  might  be  absent.  The  letter  to  the  Chief  Justice  is  in 
answer  to  one  rec'd  from  him  &  Mr.  Rush,  desiring  me  to  take  a  re- 
oognisanoe  of  so  many  freeholders  here  as  were  worth  £2000. — ^Tbe 
letter  to  Mr.  Burd  incloses  the  recognisance  I  have  taken.  Should 
those  gentlemen  be  absent,  you  will  take  what  order  is  necessary  in 
the  matter. 

The  half  Sharemen  are|taking  possession  of  the  lands  assigned  them 
by  Franklin,  particularly  at  Tioga.  John  Swift,  Elieha  Satterly, 
Wm.  Slooum  &  Matthewson  (all  I  believe  late  officers  of 

Franklin,)  are  among  them.  These  four  persons  (I  am  just  informed,) 
have  taken  possession  of  the  lands  they  claim  there,  turning  off  by 
foroe  the  former  oocupants.  Whether  the  latter  had  any  rtghi  to 
their  possessiona  I  know  not :  but  Ibrce  is  the  mode  generally 
adopted  in  that  part  of  the  county  to  gain  possession  of  lands ;  and 
this  morning  John  Jenkins  (usually  called  Major  Jenkins,  & 
Franklin's  compeer,)  avowed  to  me  explicitly  that  there  was  no  other 
mode  by  which  any  man  in  the  county  claiming  land  under  the 
Susquehannah  Company  could  get  possession  of  them.  <'  There  is, 
said  he,  no  law  in  this  county  for  trying  the  titles  of  land :  For  the 
only  rules  by  which  they  should  be  tried  are  the  ri^pilations  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company ;  and  those  regulations  are  not,  nor  can  be 
admitted  to  govern  the  courts  of  law  in  their  decisions,  until  de- 
clared,to  be  laws  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly.^'  I  answered, 
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Thai  sndi  of  ihoBe  regolatioiui  as  were  made  prior  to  the  deoree  of 
TrentoDJ  would  goTem  the  courts  of  law  m  all  disputes  aboat  the  titles 
of  land  among  the  Connecticut  Claimant^  and  that  a  positive  declara- 
tory act  was  not  necessary  for  that  purpose.  But  he  persisted  'in 
his  former  assertion.  Then  (said  I)  jour  meaning  is,  that  there 
being  no  law  as  you  say,  to  tr^  the  title  of  your  lands,  when  any 
one  claims  a  particular  tract,  he  is  to  take  possession  by  force  f  ^'  U 
is/*  said  he. 

I  will  make  no  comments  on  these  transactions  and  opinions. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  deliver  the  inclosed  letter  to  Mr. 
Hodgdon  as  speedily  as  may  be,  and  remaiui 
with  respect  &  affection 

your  most  h'ble  servant^ 

TIMOTHy  PICKBBING. 
IHrected, 

The  Hon'ble  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


John  P.  Schott  to  V.  P.  MuHLENBBRa,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  May  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  undertaken  to  raise  a  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons*  and  have 
got  forty-two  the  very  best  young  gentlemen  in  this  county  and 
true  suporters  of  the  Law,  I  had  87  of  them  together  last  Monday 
the  26  Inst.,  and  proper  Inspectors  appointed  to  Elect  their  officers 
where  they  chose  your  Humble  Servant  for  their  Oommander,  Lord 
Butler  for  first  Leu't,  Boswell  Welb  for  second  Leu't  and  Ebeneser 
Bowman  for  Comet,  the  whole  troop  is  to  equip  themselves.  I  have 
the  Honour  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  their  Ingadgement  and  the  retum 
of  the  Election.  I  hope  the  Honorable  Counsel  will  send  us  the 
Commissious  as  your  Honours  will  find  this  Troop  very  servisable 
in  this  County,  there  is  no  news  here  at  present  only  there' is  more 
than  one  thousand  people  gone  throw  this  settlement  to  Niagara 
within  two  weeks. 

I  have  the  Honour  to 

subscribe  my  self,  Sir, 

your  Most  ofae't 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
IHrected, 

Oeneral  Muhlenberg,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  299. 
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John  P.  Schott  xo  V.  P.  MuHLBNBEBa,  1T88, 

Wiftabarre,  May  80th^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  jast  remember  a  ibing  T  for  got  in  my  letter  from  veaterday.  I 
ahQuId  wiab  yoa  would  send  me  aboat  six  of  tboae  Bills  ordered  to 
\>e  priated  for  coDsideration  in  regard  to  tbe  seventeen  Townsb^u^ 
wbiob  sbonld  be  oonfirmed  to  ns,  as  I  find  some  of  tbe  unruly  People 
doubt  it;  tbe  Bearer  is  a  save  buid  to  bring  tbem  and  tbe  Oommissions 
loo,  if  Counsel  sbould  see  fit,  wbiob  will  give  great  Satisfitotion  to 
to  your  Htimble  Serv*, 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 
Direetedf 

^e  Honorable  Tioe  Presedent  of  tbe  Commonweltb  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Pbibulelpbia. 


Btats  or  THX  Representation  in  Congbsss  jdob  Kaboh, 

1788. 

7  6tates--0  days,  8  States  9  days, 

5     do  —8    do,  2      do  10  do. 

P«nnaylvania^-tbrougbout  tbe  montb  by  four  memben,  vis.; 
Irvine,  Armstrong,  Bold  and  Bingbam. 


James  Finlbt  to  Prbs,  Pbanklin,  1788. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Notwitbstanding  A  Grateful  Sence  of  tbe  Honour  done  me  in 
being  nominated  by  tbe  Neigbbourbood,  and  Authorised  by  tbe 
President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  tbe  office  of  Justice  of 
tbe  Peace,  and  also  of  tbe  Common  pleas j  but  not  finding  tbat 
Satisfaction  of  mind  in  tbe  Execution  tbat  1  bad  figured  to  myself, 
but  tbe  reverse,  on  account  wbereof  I  bave  declined  acting  for  some 
montbs  past,  1  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  your  Excellency  and 
Council  with  A  minute  detail  of  my  Beaeons  for  this  step  I  havo 
taken ;  yet,  I  wonld  obserrei  that,  in  the  Execution  of  that  Office, 
the  Wieked  and  the  Wretched  are  those  with  whom  we  chiefly  bayo 
to  do,  which  affords  mortifying  views  of  Human  nature.  It  is  ear- 
,tainly  A  Great  nnbapiness  tbat  the  best  provided  Bemedy,  in  its 
operation,  too  often  savours  of  an  evil ;  ana  now.  Sir,  as  I  oan  ha^» 
no  pleasure  in  being  the  Minister  of  Misery  to  any,  especially  seeing 
that  that  is  the  certain  thing  I  oould  promise  myself  by  continneiDg 
in  Office ;  therefore,  after  long  and  mature  deliberation,  I  now  lay 
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before  yov  tUs  my  rin|;nttion,  not  doubting  ypiir  aooeptiBeey  ^hich 
will  be  esteflOMd  A  favoor  bj  your  Excellency  and  CowuiiFe  .Hort 
obedient  end  very  Hnuble  8en«nt^ 

JAMES  FINLBT. 
May  26, 1780. 

To  liis  EzoeUeooy  Benjamin  Franklin^  Presideni^  and  Supreme 
SxeentiTe  Ooaneil. 


OmcERS  ,ta  OojftPAsnr  ov  Light  Dragoons  n  Luz^nb 

County/ 1788. 

Lnieme  Gonn^y,  Itfay  26«»,  1788. 
These  an.te  OeMjB  that  the  Persons  fonniag  a  Coo^MDy  of 
Light  Dragoons  in  this  Connty  have  Ohose^  us,  the  Boheeribers,  to 
Inspect  the  Election  of  Officers  to  Command  them ;  thirty-seyen  of 
the  Electors  being  present,  they  proceeded  to  Vote  as  follows : 

John  Paul  Schott,  Esq.,XSapt,.S6, 
Roswell  Wells,  2d  Lieuten«,  23, 
Ebenezer  Bowman,  Cornet,  27, 
liord  BuW|  1^  liieotnS      .80. 

We  further  Certifye^  that  the  above  is  a  true  return  without  fraud 
or  GoUasioDk 

SAM*  ALLTN,  |    T«.«o.f«« 

ELISHABLACKMAN,!    I^^P^^^tore. 

Jnctomefy 

Bead  June  6, 1788. 


Military  Company  in  Luzerkb  Co.,  1788, 

Wilksbarre,  in  Luserne  County,  May  5**,  1788. 
We,  iiie  Subscribeis,  Voluntarily  Bngaee  to  3erve  in  the  Troops 
of  Jiight  Pn^oQDs*  which  is  to  be  raised  by  Oapt*  John  P.  Schott, 
in  the  County  of  Luzenfe  afdresaid,  and  Promise  to  Obey  all  Lawful 
.Osd^rs  wUc^  we  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  Supreme 
.JSzeo«tive  CouQoil  or  our  Superior  Officers.  In  Witness  whereof 
fire  hfkve  bcoreun^  set  our  bands. 

Jotm  Paul  Sehott,  Williim  Hydi, 

Moses  Sill,  Bleazer  Biaekmazi^ 

Isaae  D.  Tripp,  William  Smith, 

^        Benjamitt  Dorraneoi  William  Jaoka$»y 

*  See  page  297. 
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Jofihim  Fiithriik, 
Jobn  €k>v6, 
BoMwell  Wellii 
WilU  Oalliii>» 
Peter  Geer, 
Jabei  Sill, 
Lord  Bntler, 
Silas  Jackflon, 
Hallet  Qallap, 
Ebeneser  Slocam, 
Eleazer  Bowman, 
Jobii  Downkigi 
Christian  Ochmig, 
Naphtalj  Hurlbat| 
Lemuel  Oaylord, 
Isaac  Wflliams, 
lohabod  Blaokmaa 


John  Slipeli 
Henry  fitetk, 
Jabes  fish, 
James  Stewart, 
Jehoida  P.  Johnson, 
Jonathan  Stevensi 
Assa  Stevensj 
Ben.  Brown, 
Moses  Atherton. 
Benedict  Satterle, 
Ira  Manvile, 
SlyManvill, 
JohnTntte, 
Nathaniel  Walker, 
Adm.  DilleTi 
Sim.  Chaldosk. 


Sbo'y  op  War  to  Oapt.  David  Zriolbb,  1788. 

War  Office,  Jane  8, 1788. 
Sir, 

Tonr  letters  of  the  28th  and  30th  nltimo  have  been  received. 

I  am  exceedingly  desirous  that  your  complement  of  men  should 
be  recruited  as  soon  as  possible,  and  therefore  I  am  sorry  that  your 
prospects  are  less  flattenng  than  when  you  first  commenced  the  re- 
cruiting service. 

Company  books  of  the  Lirge  kind  are  forwarded  by  Captain  Brad- 
ford for  the  whole  regiment;  any  temporary  arrangement  therefore 
will  answer  your  purpose  until  your  arrival  on  the  frontiers. 

When  you  march,  an  arrangement  must  be  made  for  the  accom- 
modation of  some  stores  for  Brigadier  General  Harmar.  It  is  not, 
however,  probable  that  he  can  possibly  require  a  whole  waggon  for 
his  own  use. 

As  to  any  of  your  soldiers  selling  thefr  arrearages  of  pay,  I  can- 
not  countenance  the  measure.  The  men  ought  to  be  checked  in 
any  such  improper  desires.  They  have  lately  received  three  months 
pay;  and  they  will  from  time  to  time  receive  their  aneanges. 
Tney  are  supplied  with  rations  and  clothing,  and  they  ought  not  to 
be  suffered  to  sell  their  arrearages  for  less  than  its  proper  value, 
especiaUy  as  all  necessaries  are  famished  them.    They  will  leoeive 
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tnotber  months  pftj  prerions  to  their  departure.    I  prenime  that 
these  reasone  will  have  equal  influence  on  your  oondoot  aa  an  offioer 
whoee  reputation  is  deaerredly  established. 
I  am,  Sir, 

jour  humble  Servij 

J.  KNOX. 
IXrededj 

Captain  David  Zeigler. 


Gapt.  D.  Zbiglse  to  Sjbcsbtart  Biddlb,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  Frequent  applitation  which  are  made  fw  some  of  my  mannS) 
(for  smaU  toifle,)  make  me  to  take  the  Liberty  of  addressing  myself 
to  your  goodness,  if  men  for  a  small  sum  can  be  taken  from  me, 
what  wiU  become  with  the  Recruiting  Service. 

The  many  favors  received  from  you,  make  me  the  Bolder,  wiUi 
the  humbly  wish,  your  honble  Body  to  some  assistence  respecting 
it. 

Sufbr  me  to  recommend  me  to  your  good  wishes,  remain  with 
much  Esteem 

Sir,  your  most 

hble.  &  obd.  Servant, 

DAVID  ZEIQLEB. 

Philadelphia,  June  Sth,  '88. 
I>ireciedy 

Charles  BiddlOi  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
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Jacob  Schlosscr, 
Robert  Heysham, 
Michael  Kitts, 
John  Myers, 
Henry  Kam  merer, 
Casper  Wall, 
Emanuel  Singer, 
David  Rose,  Jun'r. 
Isaac  White, 
Joseph  Crawford, 
Samuel  Allin, 
Abraham  G.  Claypoole, 
Matthew  Watson, 
David  PinkcrtoD, 
James  Kees, 

William  Sproat, 
Jacob  Runner, 
John  Miller, 
William  Robinson,  Jr., 
Philip  Pelti, 
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y,  p.  MUHLSNBBRQ  TO  OoMM'RS  TO  LUZBRNB,  1788. 

In  Gonnoil, 

Philad'a,  Judo     ,  1788. 
Genilemeny 

The  Oeneral  Assembly  by  their  resolution  of  the  27tb  of  March 
last,  having  directed  the  S.  E.  Oooncil  in  the  following  words  to 
wit: 

And  Council  considering  it  their  duty  to  carry  into  effect  the 
measures  contained  in  the  said  resolution  by  the  appointment  of  two 
discreet  persons,  whose  business  it  sh'  be  to  view  the  lands  compre- 
hended therein,  and  -make  a  true  report  They  hereby  commission 
you  for  those  purposes;  requesting  yon  won'd  proceed  without  delay 
to  the  County  of  Lniem  and  consult  Mess"  Montgomery  &  Gray 
deputy  Surveyors  of  that  Countryi  who  are  instruotM  to  assist  yoa 
with  all  draughts  of  surveys  and  any  useful  information  or  advice 
in  their  power.  CoL  Pickering  also,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Sessions,  will  furnish  you  with  descriptions  of  the  townships  com- 
prehended in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  In  liodl 
expectation  that  yon  will  compass  the  bonnesa  with  all  necessary 
care  and  dispatch,  so  as  that  the  Board  may  be  enabled,  by  your  re- 
port principally,  to  comply  with  the  intention  of  the  Legislature.  I 
heartily  wish  you  health  and  success,  &o. 
I  am,  Gentiemen, 

with  great  Respect, 

your  most  obedient  ft 

yery  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLBNBBBG.* 
7n(for«e(2,— To  Stephen  Balliet  ft  Major  Armstvong. 


Sxc't  Biddljb  to  Ool.  John  Oraio,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  June  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Coundl  have  before  them  a  petition  from  John  Youngmanf  of 
Bethlehem,  praying  to  be  discharged  from  payment  of  some  Mflitia 
substitute  fines  with  which  he  stands  charged ;  and  the  Board  upon 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  petitioner  as  stated,  seem 
disposed  to  grant  the  prayer  of  his  petition  if  yon  have  no  objec- 
tions to  offer  to  induce  them  to  act  otherwise.    You  will  therefore 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  XV.,  pp.  472.  638.  f  Bee  page  888. 
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be  pleased  fo  write  to  Oonnoil  upon  this  basineaT;  and  in  tbe  tneaii 
time  it  is  their  wish  fbftt  yon  would  suspend  any  proceedings  agidnst 
him. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  respeot, 

•  Your  obedient  aii4 

isty  iMirtAble  fleivMit^ 

JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
CHARLES  BIDDLB, 

Seoietayy. 


Ool.  Jehu  Cnng;  Lienteimlit  o€  Northsfntpten  Oo^y. 


MB88BB.  SmSIH  &  HSNDBKSOV  TO  PbHL  FRAHKLOr,  1878. 

Huntington,  June  5tfa,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  vnhappy  Distutbanees,  which  for  some  IHme  past  hare  sub- 
iiated  in  thie  County,  haite  of  late  risen  to  snohhn  alarming  Height, 
ibat,  disagreeable  as  the  Tnak  is  to  men  of  Feeling,  we  oonceive  our- 
aelv«e  under  the  neeesedty,  from  the  Doty  we  owe  the  Public,  as 
Cronaerrators  of  tbe  Peace,  of  laying  a  true  State  of  Facts  before 
jQvr  Esoellenoy  and  the  Hooorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

The  fiAit  Day  of  March  Sessions  now  past,  a  number  of  Men 
•noed  with  Bludgeons  came  riotously  into  the  Town,  and  brought 
with  them  an  Effigy  which  they  called  and  intended  for  Col.  Canan, 
ft  Member  of  your  Honourable  Board.  The  Court  was  sitting, 
Meeeiv  Philips  and  Hendemon,  two  of  the  bench  went  jto  the  upper 
Bud  of  the  town,  met  them,  and  pointed  out  the  evil  Consequences 
of  aneh  outrageous  ProceedingB.  They  however  proceeded,  and 
marshed  down  the  Allegany  S^et,  with  their  Image,  shonti&g  re- 
peatedly, untill  they  came  to  the  House  in  which  the  Court  sat. 
There  they  made  such  a  noise  as  rendered  it  impossible  to  proceed 
with  Business.  After  several  warnings  to  desist,  or  go  to  some 
other  I^aoe,-  the  Sheriff  was  ordered  to  take  and  commit  one  who 
appeared  the  moet  clamorous.— *He  was  rescued  by  others.  A  Riot 
ensued  for  some  time— But  no  Injury  was  received. — A  Bill  of 
Indietaoent  for  Beseue  and  Riot  was  found  against  the  Principals^ 
but  eoald  not  then  be  tried. 

In  pwsuance  of  Notices,  for  that  Purpose  siven  by  the  County 
Lieutenant;  Colenel  Canan^s  BatalHon  of  Mnitia  assembled  in  a 
Field  in  Hart's  Log  Settlement— After  fMroz  into  the  Ranks,  an 
objeotton  waa  made  to  musteriog  under  CoL  Canan  and* Major 
Spetioer  who  have  been  in  Commission  above  two  years.^It  was 
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pow  alledged  that  CoL  Woods^  now  a  Member  of  yoiir  HoaoraUe 
Board,  then  Lieutenant  of  Bedford  Count j,  in  which  the -said  Batal- 
lion  was  at  that  time,  had  held  an  unfair  Election,  and  procured 
anch  men  to  be  returned  as  pleased  bimself.-^-The  Lieutemmt  was 
violently  assaulted  and  received  severe  Blows  from  aeverat  People 
as  did  a  Oentlemen  who  interfered  with  a  Denre  toTprotect  him  and 
to  preserve  order.  This  matter  howevw  soon  was  at  an  Bnd. — 
A  person  a^fsvming  eommand,  or  being  previously  appointed  for  thai 
Purpose,  ordered  that  *' Those  who  had  any  Objections  to  serve 
under  the  present  Field  Officers  should  draw  off  by  themselves/'— 
Above  one  third  of  the  Batallion  marched  from  the'Ranks  and  drew 
up  in  Front  of  the  Remainder^  It  must  however  be  observed  that 
several  of  Those  de]«ded  People  wnre  todally  ignorant  of  what  thej 
were  about;  and  some  others  accompanied  them  thro'  Fear.  The 
Lieutenant  and  Field  Officers,  finding  that  no  Muster  Boll  could  be 
called,  and  that  their  further  Stay  was  unnecessary,  attended  by  the 
greatest  Number  of  the  well  inclined  quitted  the  field  and  retired  to 
their  Homes. — Application  was  made  some  Days  after  to  Mn  Smith 
to  issue  warrants  against  three  of  the  principal  Rioters.  They  were 
served  soon  after.  .  They  submitted  to  the  Constable  and  went  with 
him  before  Thomas  McOune,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  this 
County.  He  took  no  further  Cogniaanee  of  the  matter  than  enter* 
ing  Bail  to  the  Constable  for  their  Appearanee  before  Mr.  Smith  i& 
five  Days — During  this  time,  they,  by  amasing  Diligence  oolleeted 
a  larse  Qody  of  Men.  On  the  day  appointed  the  Prisoners  were 
brought  before  Mr.  Smith  by  the  Constable.  His  Office  mm  in« 
stantly  filled.  They  refused  to  sive  Security — ^nay  pressed  to  be  een« 
mited,and  threatened  him  should  he  refuse. — ^Awareof  their  Designs, 
having  no  proper  and  sufficient  Prison  as  yet  erected,  knowing  the 
Strength  which  was  soon  to  follow  them,  and  unwilling  to  give  * 
Pretence  for  their  committing  those  Outrages  te  which  they  seemed 
but  too  much  inclined.  He  thought  himself  justifiable  in  refusing 
their  Request — He  informed  them  of  the  uncomfortable  Situation 
of  the  Goal,  which,  which  is  but  a  Slock  Hmuc}  that  as  two  ef 
them  were  Men  of  Landed  Property,  and  the  Court  wee  to  meet  in 
eight  Days,  He  could  trust  to  themselves.  More  especially  as  Mr. 
McCune  had  already  bailed  them  from  the  Constable. — ^Finding  him 
determined  not  to  commit  them,  one,  whom  he  since  discovet^  to 
have  a  large  Cutlass  concealed  under  his  Coat,  insulted  him  groslj 
and  threatened  him  violently. — ^It  was  impossible  to  do  any  thing  in 
this  Situation — They  left  the  Office.  About  one  o'clock  above  ninety 
Men  came  into  the  Town,  near  Sixty  of  them  with  Rifles  and  Mus* 
lets — the  Remainder  with  Clubs,  Scalping  Knifes  and  Tomahawks 
concealed  under  their  Coats — They  marched  down  the  Main  or 
Alleghany  Street  to  the  Lower  End  of  the  Town,  then  up  St.  Clair 
Street*  to  Hill  Street,  up  that  Street  to  the  Middle  of  the  Town— 
and  formed  in  a  Circle  on  the  Diamond  or  Court  House  Squaie-" 
Mr.  Smith  was  then  called  into  the  Centre  and  commanded  to  tear 
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tlie  Warrants  which  had  been  returned  to  him— This  he  refiised  fo 
do — ^Bot',  aa  th^  wei^  in  his  Pookety  Bot  ha?ipg  fand  tine  to  dis- 
pose of  them  otherwise,  he,deli?Bred  them  to  one  of  the  Leaders — 
A  man,  who  had  preTionsly  presented  a  Rifle  three  times  to  his 
breast,  but  was  prevented  by  some  others  from  perpetrating  his 
wiekad  IMgns  eaiae  from  tka  Baftka'a^d  tore  the  Warrants^ 
throwhig  seme  Burta  of  them  at  Mm  and  sajnig  <<8ee  bow  what 
it  ia  to  be  Magiitrato/'~Xhe  Olerk  was  now  ordered  to  bringthe  !»- 
dielnMiit  which  at  the  last  SessioBs  was  fomnd  against  some  Riot- 
ers— He  did--^e  w»  destroyed.  Mr.  Smith  left  l£e  Field  and  met 
Mf .  Henderson  who  had  josfc  reinraed  from  a  Visit^-^Thej  went  to- 
gether into  the  Home  in  wbieh  theConH  is  heldH«-A  number  of 
wrmed  menoame  and  ordered  the  Olerk  to  bring  the  Sessions  I>oeket 
-^They  obliterated  ikef<lbnoxMiQ&  PartB.««8oon  after  Messm  Stnltdi 
and  Henderson  having  received  Intelligence  that  some  Misehief  \ 


intended  them,  agreed  to  separale-^Mr.  Henderaons  Herse  being 
privat^y  brooght  ny  a  friend  ho  rode  down  the  ri?er-«-4(r.  Smith  n^ 
tired  to  a  Hoose  occupied  by  a  family  who  bad  ktely  oome  to  th»- 
Place,  where  it  was  not  suspected  he  had  an  Aeqaalntaaee..  Several 
Houses  were  searched  for  them^  their  own  repeatedly.«»-The  Sheriff 
and  bis  Friend  Mr.  McM^trie  who  had  assisted, him  on  the  Field  at 
the  Review,  had  left  Home  the  Day  before,  or  Death  or  something 
worse  would  have  been  the  Consequence  to  them.  Two  Constables 
were  obliged  to  ledve  their  Homes  and  hide  to  save  their  Lives.— 
After  marching  thro'  the  Streets,  firing  in  the  Air,  and  thro^  Signs 
they  marched  out  of  the  Town. 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  Affair — However  Threats  are  repeatedly 
sent  intimating  an  other  Visit.  The  Sheriff  dare  not  go  into  the 
Country  to  serve  any  writs,  and  all  Innds  of  Business  seems  at  a  stand. 

We  have  now  stated  to  your  Excellency  the  Particulars  of  our 
present  alarming  Situation-— Without  the  Inlerpesition  of  Govern- 
ment we  oannot  pneserve  order-^ Whatever  Order  your  Hononble 
Board  may  think  proper  to  take.  We  shall  have  the  Satis&ction  of 
aooqnitting  onr  Oonsoienees  »nd  having  as  far  as  in  our  Power  dis- 
charged our  Duty. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Servants 

THOMAS  DUNCAi^  SMITH^ 
AND'W.  HENDERSON.* 

Directed^ — His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

/iu&>nMc2,-i-Bead  June  2dth.  Judges  consulted.  See  the  minaiea 
ofJnne25th« 

*  See  Cot  Rec.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  470. 
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DmaAns  nr  GomBnis  fo  Pars.  FRAHKLnr-* 
Ebib,  1788. 

Sir,  ^  '        ... 

W«  have  the  ^onot  to  iMkid  you  tlM  Bepwi  of  •  OoiimitiM  of 
ConmoB,  respeoting  n,  Borrey  to  fix  the-BoiaduruNii  Mid  dttoninft 
tlieQoMtiliy of  (h« Teraiory ibdjoininff  th» -State of  PemMylmusy 
beloagiDff  to  the  United  States,  ae  well  aa  Che  lenna  On  wUek  Ike 
Board  of  Treaaory  ia  antfaoriaed  to  diapoae.of  the  aavle. 

We  diall  wait  for  the  InathMtioAa  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Snpmae 
ExeoiltiTe  Oooaoil^  whether  to  make  an  Offv  Ibr  the  iadeiaite 
Qoanftity  that  may  be  ooiitained  within  the  Bonndariea  of  the  aaid 
Isaot^  or  anapend  the  Negetiatiotii,  natill  the  Ameoat  ia  paeoiaeljF 
aaoertaiaied  by  Survey. 

We  woold  reoomniend  the  fonaer  Mode,  aa  moat  oQndooive  to  tfa« 
Ittttteata  of  the  Stale  of  Pennaylvwnia,  &  moat  ^eetiiaUy  gaardii^ 
^gpttnat  the  Cupidity  of  pritate  Speenlaters^ 
We  havtt  the  Honor  to  be  with 
fieapeet  Sir 

your  Szoellenc^'a  moefe 

obed't  ft  very  h'Ue  Setvanta 

WM.  BINGHAM. 


P&OCBBDIKQS  or  OONGRSSS— E&Uiy  1788. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congraaa  aasembled  June  6th  1788. 

Oo  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  waa  lefened  the  \ 
of  Mr.  Irwin.f 

Beaolved,  That  the  Geogiaphar  of  the  United  Sutea  be  &  he  ia 
hereby  directed  to  aaoertain  by  himaelf  or  by  a  Deputy  dmly  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  the  boundary  Line  between  the  United  States  t  the 
States  of  ^ew  York  &  Massachaaets  agreeably  to  the  Deeda  of  Ces- 
sion of  the  said  States. 

That  the  said  Gkographer  inform  the  Exoeatrves  of  the  Statea  of 
New  Tork  &  Hassaennsets  of  the  Time  of  running  the  said  Line,  in 
order  that  they  or  either  of  them  may  if  they  think  proper  have 
Persona  attending  at  the  Time. 

That  the  said  Oeographer  or  his  Deputy  having  run  the  Meridian^ 
between  Lake  Erie  &  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  &  marked  &  noted 
down  in  his  field  Book  proper  Land  Marim  for  the  ptt^finating  the 
same;  shall  proceed  to  make  a  Survey  of  the  Land  lying  Weat 

♦  See  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  472.  478. 
t  See  page  247. 
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of  tlie  said  Line  between  Lake  Erie  &  the  8tate  of  Pennsylvuiia,  80 
as  to  a£oertain  the  Quantity  thereof^  &  make  return  of  Such  surrej 
to  the  Board  of  Treasury  who  are  hereby  authorised  &  impow«red 
at  any  time  before  or  after  such  Survey  to  sell  ^e  said  Traot  ift 
whole  at  private  Sale  for  a  Price  not  leas  than  three  fourths  of  a 
Dollar  Per  Aore  in  Specie;  or  Publio  Securities  drawing  Interest  / 
Copy. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secy 


Extract  from  the  Deed  of  Cession  made  by  the  State  of  New  York. 

March  let,  1781. 
"Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  James  Duanc,  William 
"Floyd,  and  Alexander  McDougale  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  & 
"  Authority  &  in  the  Execution  of  the  Trust  reposed  in  us  as  afore- 
"said  have  judged  it  Expedient  to  limit  &  restrict  the  Boundaries  of 
"  the  said  State  in  the  Western  parts  thereof  with  respect  to  the 
"  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  right  or  pre-emption  of  Soil,  by  the 
"  Lines  and  in  the  form  following;  that  is  to  say  :  a  Line  from  the 
«  North  East  Comer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  along  the  North 
"  Bounds  thereof,  to  its  North  West  Corner  continued,  due  West, 
"nntill  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  Line,  to  be  drawn 
"  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  through  the  most 
"  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario;  thence  by  the  said 
«  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of- North  Latitude;  but  if 
<^  on  Experiment,  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  com- 
"prehend  twenty  Miles,  due  West,  from  the  most  Westerly  Bent  or 
"  IncIinatioB  of  the  River  or  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these 
<'  presents  in  the  Name  of  the  People  &  for  &  in  behalf  of  the  State 
"of  New  York  &  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority  aforesaid,  limit  &  re- 
'^  strict  the  Boundaries  of  the  said  State,  in  the  Western  parts  there- 
'<  of,  with  respect  to  Jurisdiction,  aa  well  as  the  right  of  Pre-emption 
'<  of  Soil,  by  the  Lines  &  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say ;  A 
"Line  from  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
"along  the  North  Bounds  thereof  to  its  North  West  Corner  eon- 
"  tinued  due  West  untill  it  shall  be  intersected  by  a  Meridian  Line 
"  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude  through 
"  a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the  most  Westerly  Bent  or 
"  iDclination  of  the  River  or  Straight  Niagara ;  thence  by  the  said 
"  Meridian  Line  to  the  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  and 
thence  by  the  said  forty  fifth  Degree  of  North  Latitude. 
Vol.  XL— 14 
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Sxtitoi  firom  the  Deed  of  Gesnon  of  the  Oommpnwetlth  of  Massa- 
ohusettS;  April  19th^  1785. 

"Now  tberefore,  know  ye,  that  we  the  said  Samuel  Holten,  A 
'*  Bufus  King,  by  Virtue  of  the  Power  &  Authority,  to  us  committed, 
*^  by  the  said  Acts  of  the  Qeneral  Court  of  Massachusetts,  do  by  these 
''  Presents  assign,  transfer,  quit,  claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United 
"States  of  America,  for  their  Benefit,  Massachusetts  inclusive,  all 
"nght,  Title  &  Estate  of,  &  in  as  well  the  Soil*  as  the  Jurisdiction 
"  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  Territory  or  Tract  of 
^'  Country  within  the  Limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Charter,  situate  & 
^'  lying  west  of  the  following  Line — that  is  to  say,  a  Meridian  Line 
"  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  degree  of  North  Latitude,  through 
"  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  Lake  Ontario  thence  by 
"the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  most  southerly  Side  Line  of  the  Ter- 
"  ritory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter ;  but  if  on  Experi- 
<'ment  the  above  described  Meridian  Line  shall  not  comprehend 
"  twenty  miles  due  West  from  the  most  westerly  Bent  or  Inelinatioa 
"of  the  Biver  oi  Straight  of  Niagara,  then  we  do  by  these  Presenta, 
"  by  Virtue  of  the  power  &  Authority  aforesaid,  in  the  Name  &  on 
behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  transfer,  quit^ 
claim,  cede  &  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  their  Benfr> 
fit,  Massachusetts  inclusive,  all  rieht,  Title  &  Estate,  of  &  in  aa  well 
the  Soil  as  the  Jurisdiction,  which  the  said  Commonwealth  hath  to 
the  Territory  or  Tract  of  Country  within  the  Limits  of  the  Massaohu- 
setts  Charter,  situate  and  lying  West  of  the  following  line,  That  is 
to  say,  a  Meridian  Line  to  be  drawn  from  the  forty  fifth  Dogree  of 
North  Latitude  through  a  Point  twenty  Miles  due  West  from  the 
most  Westerly  Bent  or  Inclination  of  the  Biver  or  Straight  of  Nia- 
gara, thence  by  the  said  Meridian  Line  to  the  moat  Southerly  aide 
Kne  of  the  Territory  contained  in  the  Massachusetts  Charter  afore> 
said  for  the  Purposes  in  the  said  recited  Aots  declared  &  to  the  Uses 
in  a  Besolve  of  Congress  of  the  tenth  day  of  October  one  Thoaand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty. 
jbidorsed 

June  6th,  1788.  Proceedings  of  Congress  for  ascertaining  the 
Boundary  between  the  Lands  of  the  U.  S.  and  New  York  and  Ma»- 
aachosetts. 


Wm.  Baadvord,  Jb.,  Attt.  Gen.,  to  V.  P.  Mublbnberg, 

1788. 

Third  Street,  6  JuBOi  1788. 
Sir,  • 

I  have  examined  the  allegations  &  proofs  laid  before  Council  re- 
specting the  election  of  a  Justice  for  the  Oley  district  in  Berks 
County.    The  only  material  faot  that  seems  aufliciently  established 
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bj evidence  is,  that  the  votes  of  eight  persons  were  refused,  and  if 
the  Justices  elect  had  a  majority  of  nine  votes^  this  oironmstaDoo 
cannot  effect  the  state  of  the  poll,  nor  invalidate  the  election,  even 
if  thej  were  improperly  rejected.  Bat  it  does  not  appear  in  proof 
that  all  these  eight  persons  were  freeholders,  or  that  they  offered  the 
judges  of  the  election  proper  proof  that  there  were  so.  In  particu- 
lar, it  is  not  shown  that  John  Hoof  &  John  Romig,  had  freeholds 
or  that  they  offered  an^  kind  of  proof  of  their  qualifications.  The 
rest  it  appears  produced  deeds,  hut  these  were  dated  a  few  days 
before  &  had  not  been  acknowledged  or  proved.  Stich  deeds 
are  not  in  themselves  any  evidence,  their  execution  ought  to  be 
proved  by  those  who  were  present  at  it,  and  as  their  late  dates  might 
naturally  raise  a  suspicion  that  they  were  colorable,  the  judges  might 
reasonably  require  better  proof  of  the  voters  qualification.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  payment  of  taxes  in  the  district  is  not  necessary  to 
enable  the  freeholder  to  vote,  but  it  mav  be  an  additional  proof  of 
his  freehold  &  that  there  is  no  collusive  management,  and  where 
taxes  have  not  been,  nor  his  name  entered  in  the  Commissioners 
duplicates^  the  judges  will  be  authorised  to  reject  his  vote,  unless 
strict  dc  k^cU  proof  of  his  living  a  freeholder  is  given.  Such  proof 
was  not  given,  nor  does  it  (except  in  one  case)  appear  even  yet,  that 
the  persons  whose  votes  were  rejected,  were  qualified  to  vote. 

Therefore^  understanding  that  the  justice  elect  has  a  considerable 
majority  of  votes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there   is  no  sufficient  proof 
exhibited  to  effect  the  validity  of  the  said  Election. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your 

most  obedt.  &  very  humble  servt. 
Directed,  W.  BRADFORD,  Juu. 

Hon.  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Seobbtart  of  CoNaRBSB  TO  Pres.  Franklin,  1788* 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

June  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith 
enclosed  to  be  kid  before  the  legislature,  a  state  of  the  representation 
in  Congress  for  the  month  of  May. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  • 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

&  most  Humble  Servant, 
Directed,  CHA.  THOMSON.* 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  SeoCol.  Roo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  477. 
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Col.  TmoTHY  Pickering  to  V.  P.  Muhlenbbhq,  1788, 

Wilkesboro,  June  14, 1788. 
Sir, 

Just  before  I  left  Philadelphia  in  January  last,  a  letter  from 
Council  dated  the  Slst  of  December,  was  put  into  my  hands,  de- 
siring among  other  things,  that  I,  in  conjunction  with  the  county 
lieutenant  &  others  would  make  enquiry  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
those  elected  militia  officers  whose  commissions  were  withheld.  The 
inquiry  was  for  a  good  while  omitted,  but  this  Spring,  the  county 
Lieutenant,  Col.  HoUeuback  &  myself,  met  together,  and  those 
persons  attended.  It  did  not  appear  that  M  Fitch  Alden,  &  William 
ilyde,  were  concerned  in  the  disorders  consequent  on  Franklin's 
capture;  particularly  they  were  not  in  arms.  Nesbitt  owned  he 
was  in  arms,  and  Prince  Alden  had  early  crossed  the  river,  &  was 
coming  up  the  bank  (alone  I  believe)  with  his  musket,  but  was  dis- 
armed by  Mr.  Evans  &  Major  McCormick,  all  of  them,  however, 
gave  us  positive  assurances  of  their  future  good  behaviour,  and  de- 
termination to  support  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  was  our  joint  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  oommissionate 
them.  Prince  Alden  has  since  moved  up  the  river  to  Tioga,  &  a 
commission  for  him  would  be  useless.  Since  the  above  mentioned 
examination,  this  battalion  has  had  a  field  day.  The  officers  elect 
appeared  under  arms  as  privates ;  and  the  whole  battalion  behaved 
very  well. 

By  George  Smithors  I  reed,  a  letter  dated  May  6th*  from  the 
Secretary  of  Council,  mentioning  That  a  petition  had  been  presented 
to  Council  by  Smithers,  complaining  of  James  Nisbett  &  Benja- 
min Carpenter  fisqr.,  Justices  of  this  county,  and  desiring  me  to  en- 
quire'particulaaly  into  their  proceedings  in  this  matter  which  was 
the  ground  of  Smither's  complaint.  I  gave  notice  to  those  gentle- 
men, of  this  request  of  council.  Mr.  Carpenter,  a  worthy  man  A 
possessed  of  feeling  was,  as  I  expected,  much  hurt.  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  that  he  meant  to  act  uprightly,  but  the  prejudices  against 
Pennsylvanians  Tor  Pennamites)  amongst  whom  Smithers  is  ranked, 
are  so  extreme,  tnat  men  of  the  best  intentions  sre  thereby  too  apt 
to  be  warped  in  their  judgements.  The  law  is  clear,  that  if  Smithera 
had  been  in  quiet  possession  for  three  years,  the  prooess  for  forcible 
entry  &  detainer  could  not  apply ;  but  because  Smithers  came  into 
possession  in  the  summer  of  1784,  when  the  New  England  people 
were  violently  driven  from  their  possession  here,  it  was  concluded 
that  hg  was  of  the  party,  &  therefore  that  he  got  possession,  not 
peaceably,  but  by  force.  Parks  was  the  complainant  against  Smith- 
ers, and  one  of  his  witnesses  deposed  that  he  heard  Smithers  say  that 
if  any  came  to  possess  themselves  of  the  land  in  dispute,  he  would 
defend  the  same  by  force  &  arms,  they  might  depend  the  conse- 

*  See  page,  281. 
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quenee.  When  this  threat  was  ottered  is  not  menfeioiied  in  tbe 
Justices  proceediDgs.  Tbe  notes  of  Smitfaer's  counsel  state  this 
evidenoe  differently — ^That  Smitber's  said  if  Parks  came,  &  came  with* 
mU  laWf  to  take  possession,  he  would  keep  him  off  with  force  ft 
arms.  This  threat  however,  as  stated  by  the  Justices,  seems  strongly 
to  have  influenced  Mr.  Carpenter,  &  be  tuned  to  tbe  conductor 
Generalis,  where  1  Hawkins  145,  is  quoted,  in  which  an  entry,  or 
detainer  is  considered  as  forcible,  if  threats  only  of  bodily  barm  are 
used.  Major  Myers  was  foreman  of  the  Jury,  and  be  thinks  there 
was  evidence  to  warrant  their  verdict  But  people  here  have  adopted 
tbe  unwarrantable  opinion,  that  Jurors  may  be  determined  by  their 
private  knowledge  of  facts  never  made  known  to  the  court  k  parties 
an  opinion  indeed,  which  once  was  conformable  with  the  law.  For 
further  information  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Bowman  tbe  Bearer  of  this  letter,  &  wlu»was  counsel  for' Smither's. 
I  will  only  remark,  that  without  minutely  enquiring  into  tbe  pro- 
eeedings,  there  was  one  irregularity  which  I  presume  is  sufficient 
to  set  them  aside,  Esqr,,  Nesfoitt  was  fiitber-in-law  to  Parks  the 
Gomplainant.  Of  this  impropriety  Esqr.  Carpenter  was  aware,  and 
therefore  when  the  pltfe.  counsel  demurred  to  tbe  deft«.  plea,  be 
urged  that  the  plea  should  be  withdrawn,  that  the  decidon  might 
not  rest  with  the  Justices^  but  be  nuule  on  the  mentB  of  tbe  cause  by 
tbe  JuTif.  As  I  said  before,  I  am  persuaded  that  be  acted  with  up- 
right intentions,  &  I  should  be  sorry  to^  have  him  censored.  Esq, 
Nesbitt  who  is  old  &  very  infirm,  made  a  formal  declaration  of  bis 
resignation  of  his  office  of  Justice  of  tbe  Peace,  immediately  after 
tbe  examination  was  over. 
I  am  Sir, 
very  respectfully  your  most  obedt.  Servant, 

Dtrecfed,  T.    PICKERING 

GeneraJ  Mulenberg,  Vice  president  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  op  Council.— Erie,  1788, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  June  I4th;  1788. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe  Letter  from  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  State,  and  the  act  of  Congress  inclosed  therein,  which 
were  received  on  tbe  twelfth  Instant,  respecting  a  survey,  to  ^x  the 
Boundary  and  determine  the  Quantity  of  Land  within  thtf  Territory 
adjoinicg  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State,  belonging  to  the 
(Jnited  States,  and  authorizing  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  The  United 
States  to  sell  the  said  Land  in  whole,  at  private  sale,  for  a  price  not 
less  than  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  in  Specie  or  public 
securities  drawing  interest. — Resolved  ^  That  the  President  inform 
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our  DelegAftes  in  Googress,  tbat  they  are  aathorised  and  empowered 
by  this  Board  to  negociate  and  Contract  with  Coogress,  in  behalf  of 
this  State,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Lands  before  deseribed  at  the  nt6 
of  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  per  acre,  in  Speoie  or  public  securities 
bearing  interest. 

Extract  from  the  Minates, 

JAMBS  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.* 


Secrbta&y  of  CoNaRESs  10  Pbe8.  Franklin,  1788. 

(CSronlar.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

June  14th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  haTe  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezcellenoy  herewith  e»- 
olosed  an  act  passed  the  lltfa  of  this  month  "by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  sssembled,  directing  the  mode  in  which  the  states  are  to 
be  Credited  for  sums  paid,  or  whidi  may  hereafter  be  paid  by  them 
to  Invalids,  and  limiting  a  time  within  which  persons  entitled  to 
pensions  as  invalids  by  past  Besolodons  of  Congress  must  make  a|K 
plication  sad  produce  the  Requisito  Certificates  and  £vidsnce  to 
entitle  them  thereto. 

With  great  Respeot, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

your  EzcellcDcy's 

most  obedient  and 

most  Humble  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


Thos.  Hutchins  to  Oongrbss,  1788. 

L^  York,  16th  Jane,  1788^ 


'*"i 


Sir, 

In  ol^dience  to  the  orders  of  Congress  I  am  nuking  every  neces- 
sary preparation  to  execute  their  Kesolation  of  the  Cthf  Instant^ 
handed  to  me  by  the  Secretary  on  the  13th. — This  service  soggesto 
to  mo  the  propriety  of  an  application  to  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  472,  478. 
t  See  page  808. 
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of  Canada  agreeably  to  the  eoolosed  letter;  and  au  order  of  Congi^sa 
aathonaiiig  such  application. 

I  shall  make  an  estimate  of  the  neceaaary  ezpence  of  the  service' 
and  submit  it  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  Board  without 
delay,  ae  some  advanoe  will  be  unavoidable. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Excellency's 

Moat  obedient  humble  9sn% 
(Signed,)  THO.  HUTCHINS. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Congress. 


Thomas  Hutchiks  to  Lobd  Dorchester.— Beie,  1788. 

New  York,  16th  June,  1788. 
My  Lord, 

The  enclosed  Besolutions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress,  and 
tbe  acts  of  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  to  which  they 
relate  confer  on  me  tbe  Honour  to  transmit  them  to  your  Lordship, 
and  to  pray  your  Lordships  permission  to  survey  the  most  westerly 
Bent  or  inclination  of  lake  Ontario,  by  myself  or  my  Deputies,  and 
to  extend  a  Meridian  line  from  thence  south  to  lake  Erie,  and  across 
the  same  to  the  South  side  thereof,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
tiie  said  Resolutione  and  acts. 

As  this  service  will  require  the  Command  of  a  vessel,  her  Crew 
and  a  small  Company  of  lan4  vn^n^l  beg  leave  to  propose  to  bring 
them  from  the  United  States,  or  to  engage  British  subjects  within 
your  Lordships  Government,  for  the  purpose,  as  most  agreeable  to 
your  Lordship^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Wilk  the  greatest  Respect, 

My  Lord,  your  Lordships, 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)     THO.  HUTCHINS. 
Geographer  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

Directed, 

To  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Dorchester,  Governor  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  Quebec. 
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Justices  of  Franklin  Co.  to  Prbs.  Fkanklin,  1788, 

Franklin  Counij,  June  the  20th;  1788. 
We. the  snbscribers,  JasticeB  of  the  peace  of  Franklin  Coontj  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  in  June  Sessions  last,  a  Bill  of  indictment 
was  found  against  William  Nugent,  as  Principal  for  Feloniously 
stealing,  and  taking  away  the  property  of  James  Moore;  &  against 
Patrick  Jacks  and  James  Young,  as  accessaries  before  the  fsict,  that 
William  Nugent  has  not  yet  been  taken ;  and  the  two  accessaries 
have  refused  to  be  tried  until  the  principal  is  convict.  That  be- 
sides the  above  Crime,  Nugent  has  been  charged  with  many  others, 
and  the  good  people  of  this  County  are  at  present  afraid  of  bis 
enormities  and  depredations,  they  thiuk  is  also  highly  proper  that 
the  accessaries  should  be  brought  to  JusticOi  let  their  fiite  be  what 
it  may. 

Therefore  humbly  recommend  that  your  Honours  would  oflfer  a 
reward  for  apprehending  the  said  William  Nugent. 
And  we  are,  with 

due  respect,  your  most 

obedient  humble  Servants, 

GEORGE  MATHEWS, 
RICH'D  BARD, 
THOS.  JOHNSTON, 
JNO.  SCOTT, 
JOHN  MARTIN.* 

D  trectedf 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  &  Supreme  Exeontive  Cooneil  of 

Penn*. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Jsne  24th,  1788. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Letter  of  Andrew  Dunsoomb,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  settling  their  accounts  with  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  of  the  said  State,  and  dated  on  the 
28d  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  allowed  three  months  in 
addition  to  the  time  limited  by  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  1787, 
for  exhibiting  to  the  said  district  Commissionen  their  respeoUvo 
accounts  against  the  United  States;   and  that  three  months  be 

*  See  ProoIamatioD.^Col.  Eec.,  XV.  p.  487. 
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'  added  to  the  twelve  months  mentioned  in  the  said  Ordinance  for 
terminating  the  Commission  of  the  said  district  Commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  authorised  to  transmit  to  the 
aceonntant  of  the  Treasury^  the  Commissioner  of  Army  acoountS| 
and  to  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  per- 
snance  of  the  ordinance  of  the  7  May,  1787,  snch  additional 
TOQcfaers  or  other  Testimony  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  support 
any  claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  respective  oiEcers  aforesaid ; 
provided  the  same  be  transmitted  at  least  six  months  previous  to  the 
termination  of  the  office  of  the  General  Board,  as  fixed  by  the 
Ordinance  above  mentioned. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 


Bkpobt  ok  Lbttbr  of  Comm'rs  on  Accounts  Virginu, 
TO  CoNaRESS,  1788. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  whom  it  wag  re- 
ferred to  report  on  a  Letter  of  Andrew  Dunscomb,  Esquire,  Com- 
missioner of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  settling  accounts  with  the 
United  States  addressed  to  His  ExcelUucy  the  Governor  of  the  said 
State,  and  dated  on  the  23d  of  May  last. 

Beg  leave  to  Report  to  Congress : 

That  the  object  of  the  said  Letter  is  to  show  that  the  term  limited 
hy  the  ordinance  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,  for  exhibiting  the 
accounts  of  the  several  states  against  the  United  States  is  not  in  the 
case  of  Virginia  sufficiently  extensive  to  ensure  Justice  to  the  State 
or  a  compliance  with  the  Views  of  Congress. 

In  the  support  of  this  opinion  it  is  alledged  by  the  Commis- 
sioners:— First. — That  in  ascertaining  the  Claims  ariwng  from 
Counties  paid,  and  advances  made  for  the  recruiting  service,  the 
Commissioner  of  the  district  requires  the  following  proofs,  viz : 

•  The  leceipt  of  the  soldier  for  his  Bounty,  and  That  of  an  officer 
for  the  recruit  or  a  Muster  Rol\  proving  his  Enlistment. 

That  these  Evidences  cannot  in  any  one  instance  be  applied  to. 
the  support  of  those  claims ;  that  is  the  whole  of  the  above  proofs 
and  therefore  that  in  his  opinion,  the  State  of  Virginia  will  be  ex- 
posed to  a  possible  loss  unless  she  has  power  to  call  th^  recruiting 
officers  to  account  and  the  officer  receiving  such  recruits  for  his 
proof  of  delivery. 

On  which  the  Board  beg  leave  to  observe : 

That  it  does  .not  appear  by  any  documents  whatsoever  in  this 
Office,  that  any  such  proofs  as  Mr.  Dunscomb  states  have  been  re- 
quired by  the  Commissioners  of  the  district,  whose  sole  duty  in  this 

14* 
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zespeot  is  to  leQeive  i\nd  forward  to  the  Gommisriooeis  of  Army 
Accounts;  the  acoounts  &  vouchers  falling  under  the  above  desorip- 
tion  and  not  to  Judge  of  the  Evidence  adduced  in  support  of  such 
e^enditures. 

That  on  the  contrary  the  only  matter  in  difference  betwixt  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State 
Commissioners  appears  to  be  the  form  of  the  descriptive  acknow- 
ledgement to  be  given  to  the  State  for  the  papers  above  mentioned^ 
pre^ijus  to  their  being  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  Commifisioner 
of  Army  accounts,  this  will  appear  by  the  Letters  of  the  CommiA- 
sioner  of  the  United  States  marked  A  and  B  together  with  theqr 
enclosures  No.  1  and  6  accompanying  this  report. 

With  respect  to  the  power  of  the  state  to  call  for  the  proofs  stated 
by  the  district  commissioners  the  board  presume  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained;  neither  ean  the  term  limited  by  the  ordinance  for  ex- 
hibiting the  above  accountSi  preclude  the  possibility  of  attaining  the 
reouisite  evidence. — Because; 

In  the  first  place :  Although  a  term  is  fixed  for  exhibiting  the 
above  accounts  no  period  is  determined  only  by  the  ordinance  for  the 
duration  of  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  examine  the  same. 

The  presumption  is  that  this  office  is  intended  to  exist  during  the 
time  fixed  for  the  Commission  of  the  G-enend  Board,  which  agree- 
ably to  the  ordinance  is  extended  to  eighteen  months  from  the  period 
at  which  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  office.  In  the  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts  which  are  submitted  to  the  eognisanoe  of  th^ 
commissioner  of  Army  accounts,  he  will  of  course  point  out  the  re- 
quisite evidence  to  the  several  states,  who  will  have  sufficient  time 
to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  procuring  the  same  in  all  in- 
stances where  it  cannot  be  procured.  And  Because  In  those  instances 
where  it  cannot  be  procured,  the  accounts,  ^although  not  passed  by 
the  Conunissioner  of  Army  acconntp,)  are  stiU  liable  to  be  exbibitea 
under  the  head  of  equitable  claims  to  the  General  Board  of  Com- 
missioners, who  are  authorised  to  admit  in  support  thereof,  such 
circumstantial  proof  as  they  shall  Judge  proper  and  to  settle  the 
same  on  equitable  principles. 

The  second  reason  offered  by  the  State  Commissioner  is  That  in 
ascertaining  the  pay  and  depreciation  of  pay  of  the  State  Quota  of 
Continental  troops ;  the  Muster-rolls  it  Is  said  are  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain the  time  of  service ;  and  an  account  properly  stated  and  attested 
with  a  Certificate  of  a  field  officer  to  that  of  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  together  with  a  receipt  for  the  sum  paid. 

That  almost  in  every  instance  the  essential  parts  of  this  evidence 
is  wanting ;  that  no  register  of  the  certificates  issued  by  the  state 
for  the  above  purpNOse  can  be  procured;  and  that  of  course  the 
whole  of  those  claims  will  be  affected  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
State;  unless  she  has  an  opportuQity  of  proounnff  testimony  that 


PiarNBTLVANIA  ABCHITEB  1788.  «» 

win  prove  bar  Riglit  to  otedit  for  the  above  advenoei;  tud  wliiek 
eutnoi  powibly  be  obitixied  in  the  timited  time. 

The  third  i«mod  is,  Thai  in  advanoea  to  the  MiHija,  the  ptooAi 
deBBaaded  are  the  anthoritj  of  Oongteae  for  oaUiag  them  oal  the 
evidenee  of  an  officer  oC  the  United  States,  that  they  were  in  aotnal 
serrioe  with  attested  RoUs,  and  reeeipta  for  payment. 

That  few  of  the  Militia  aooonnU  of  the  State  of  Virginia  ham 
the  Bsnefcion  of  the  first  of  these  pcoofo  that  many  of  them  want  the . 
seoond  and  thivd  and  aU  of  theai  the  hut ;  and  further  that  there  is 
no  register  on  Entry  of  the  amount  lasned. 

That  these  deficiencies  will  naturally  produce  a  considerable  Lorn 
to  the  state,  nnleas  they  bays  time  to  prove  ndmbitabiy  the  seoond 
and  third  points  winch  will  aid  the  others. 

To  these  ressons  it  will  be  obsored  by  Oongresa  that  the  remarks 
made  by  this  board  on  the  first  article  will  equally  apjply;  to  whieh 
it  may  be  added  that  if  the  deficieney  of  Tonohers  is  saoh  as  the 
State  Commissioner  in  certain  instances  sets  forth,  no  extension  of 
time  will  in  all  probability  enable  the  state  to  supply  sneh  evidenee 
as  will  autkorize  the  same  being  admitted  by  any  other  authorilj 
than  that  of  the  Oeneral  Board.  It  is,  howoTor,  to  be  presumed 
that  the  State  will  be  able  to  fomish  a  Register  of  the  Certificates 
issued  by  the  State  for  pay  and  defMBSciatioa  of  pay  to  their  quota 
of  the  Continental  Army,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  Militia ;  fof 
although  in  the  original  issue  of  such  Certifioites  no  Registers  may 
luiTe  been  established  and  preserved  y  an  abstract  ef  the  same  may 
in  all  probability  be  formed  by  exaauning^  the  payments  of  Interest 
BMde  on  the  same  for  some  years  past  at  the  Treasury  of  the  State. 

The  fourth  reason  assigned  by  the  State  Oommiasioner  is,  That 
in  the  delivery  of  supplies  on  the  speeifie  requisitions,  the  officen 
appointed  to  execute  that  business  did  aot  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  resolve  of  the  25th  of  February,  1780,  for 
that  instead  of  giving  an  evidence  of  supply  in  an  intelligible  man* 
ner  ^vination  is  often  necessary  to  comprehend  their  intentions 
and  therefore  that  unless  time  ia  sllowed  to  prove  the  right  of 
persons  receiving  such  specific  supplies  of  provisions  from  th6 
United  States,  the  one-half  of  the  accounts  under  this  head  mast  be 
Lest 

On  this  objection  the  board  beg  leave  to  observe  :-^That  although 
the  time  is  limited  for  exhibiting  the  said  accounts  at  the  office  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  in  such  Instances  when,  the  vouehers  ofiered  in 
support  thereof  are  not  sufficient,  the  State  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  corroborating  their  claims  by  such  additional  evidence  as  the 
aeoonntant  of  the  Treasury  shall  on  an  examination  Judge  neoesssry, 
&  that  in  all  events,  (as  in  the  case  of  every  other  claim,)  the  Supplies 
not  admftted  at  the  Treasury  for  want  of  regular  vouchers,  may  be 
exhibited  to  the  General  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  at  their  die- 
eretion  allowed  under  the  Head  of  equitable  claims. 

The  last  reason  offered  by  the  Commissioner  is  so  expressed  that 
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jihe  boM  are  not  oertain  that  they  oan  form  any  defioile  idea  of  hk 
meaning.  It  appears  to  be  this.  That  in  olaima  arising  in  the  Staff 
or  marine  departments  from  the  want  of  vouehen  of  leeeipt  by  or 
deliYorj  to  an  offioer  of  the  United  States,  and  proofs  of  the  eost 
mod  payment  of  articles  delivered,  it  will  be  impossible  to  support 
this  class  of  accounts  in  the  expected  manner,  that  this  failure  ia 
proof  is  imputable  to  the  Loss  of  papers,  and  therefore  that  more 
time  is  necessary  for  explaining  defectiFe  entries  and  Touohets  and 
obtaining  receipts  for  payment  or  such  other  eYidenee  as  the  State 
Commissioner  has  or  may  apply  for  to  prove  the  advaooe  or  service 
necessary. 

For  the  examination  of  this  class  of  accounts  the  Board  observe 
that  a  further  term  of  time  may  be  perhaps  necessary,  because  they 
fall  properly  under  the  cognisance  of  the  district  Commissioner 
whose  decision  on  such  as  he  may  pass  (so  fiir  as  it  respects  the 
validity  of  evidence)  is  conclusive. 

It  appears  however  from  the  description  of  the  State  of  said 
accounts  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  number  of  years  which  has 
elapsed  since  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  same  that  there  is  little  or  no  probability 
that  the  greatest  part  of  them  can  ever  be  past  by  the  district  Com- 
missioners for  want  of  the  necessary  vouchers  in  which  case  they 
must  of  course  be  brought  under  the  head  of  equitable  claims — ^to 
support  which'  (as  has  been  before  observed)  sufficient  time  is  cer- 
tainly allowed  to  the  States.  The  Board  beg  leave  therefore  t0 
suggest  whether  an  early  appointment  of  the  Qeneral  Commissionera 
will  not  be  adviseable.  Accounts  from  some  of  the  States  have 
already  been  transmitted  to  this  office  and  that  of  the  Commissioner 
of  army  accounts  and  more  may  be  daily  expected. 

The  Board  have  judged  it  necessary  to  be  thus  particular  on  the 
remark  of  the  State  Commissioner  because  he  docs  not  appear  to 
have  rightly  understood  the  ordinance  for  settling  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States  with  the  several  States  perhaps  it  may  be  judged 
proper  to  extend  generally  for  a  few  months  the  duration  in  oSace  of 
the  district  Commissioners  since  in  other  States  whose  accounts  are 
in  all  probability  in  a  more  regular  form  than  those  of  Virginia  the 
Commissioners  will  not  within  the  term  limitted  be  able  to  decide 
on  all  such  claims  as  come  under  their  immediate  cognisance.  This 
extension  ought  not  however  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  to  exceed 
a  space  of  three  months. 

A  speedy  adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States 
and  the  Union  on  equal  and  liberal  principles  is  of  the  higheet 
moment  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Confederacy  it  is  therefore 
to  be  regretted  that  any  difference  of  sentiment  should  have  taken 
place  betwixt  the  Commissioners,  as  to  the  form  of  the  descriptive 
acknowledgements  to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
the  accounts  which  aro  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  offiee  and 
that  of  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788.  asi 

The  Board  pre««me  that  it  eoulA  nerer  have  been  in  the  eontem- 
plaiion  of  Oongresfr— -that  aoj  more  than  a  Qeneral  desoriptiye 
aekoowtegemeDt  of  the  receipt  of  snch  aeoonnte  should  have  been 
giTen  beeanee  a  minute  desoriptioii  (sooh  as  is  ezpeoted  by  tbe  said 
Commissioner)  would  necessarily  employ,  the  whole  time  of  the 
district  Oommissionenr  and  an  unlimited  number  of  Olerks  to  com- 
plete tbe  same,  Besides  the  same  bumess  must  again  be  gone  through 
bj  the  officer  who  is  authorized  by  the  ordinance  to  examine  and 
adjust  the  said  accounts. 

That  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  ordinance  may  be  inferred 
not  only  from  the  reasons  above  stated  but  from  the  construction  put 
on  it  by  those  States  whose  aeoounts  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury  and  oiBoe  of  Oommissioner  of  army  aoeounts  without 
insialing  on  any  other  than  a  General  deseriptiye  aoknowledffement 
Ife  is  therefore  t»  be  expected  that  the  State  of  Virgmi%  will  on  a 
mature  eonsideration  agree  to  the  same  mere  especially  as  they  will 
observe  in  the  remarks  made  in  this  report  that  the  State  will  still 
have  it  in  their  power  to  supply  evidence  to  such  claims  as  may  now 
be  exhibited. 

The  reason  which  appears  to  be  assigned  for  the  minute  description 
required  by  their  Commissioner  is  an  apprehension  of  the  Loss  of 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  delivered  to  be  for- 
warded but  if  a  receipt  is  given  by  the  district  Oommissioners  on 
abstracts  specifying  under  a  General  Caption  the  several  disburse- 
9i6Dts  made  by  the  state  on  aeoount  of  the  United  States  together 
■with  the  date  and  amount  of  payment  and  the  description  or  name  of 
the  Corps  or  party  reoeiving  the  same  such  an  acknowledgement  must 
be  surely  considered  as  sufficiently  desoriptite,  because  the  same 
description  cannot  apply  to  any  other  papers,  and  therefore  if  any 
Loss  should  happen  to  them  (after  they  are  thus  reoeipted  for  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  United  States)  they  must  it  is  presumed  be 
oonsidered  as  proper  vouchers  unless  the  Union  should  be  able  to 
shew  the  Contrary.  This  opinion  is  warranted  by  the  conduct  of 
Congress  in  their  resolve  of  tbe  third  of  June;  1784,  relative  to 
certain  accounts  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  some  of  the  vouchers 
to  which  had  been  Lost  after  they  were  Lodged  with  an  officer  of 
the  United  States. 

On  tbe  whole  the  Board  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress  whether  as  the  ordinance  of  the  7th  of  May  last  ^so  far 
as  it  Respects  tbe  rights  pf  the  States  to  furnish  additional  evidence 
in  support  of  their  Claims  after  the  same  are  transmitted  to  the 
office  of  the  Treasury  and  that  of  the  Commissioner  of  army  accounts) 
does  not  appear  to  be  well  understood  it  would  not  be  adviseable 
to  pass  some  resolve  expressive  of  the  sence  of  Congress  in  this 
respect,  and  further  to  make  it  expressly  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  point  out  from  time  to  time  to  the  several  States  such 
addition  vouchers  or  other  Testimony  as  in  their  opinion  may  be 
requisite  to  support  their  just  Churns  against  the  Union. 
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If  tbete  laeasiu  es  »re  adopted  and  the  authority  avd  dtttieo  of  iho 
distriot  Oommissionors  extended  to  Dime  ioatead  of  six  months  (for 
the  reaeona  stated  in  this  report)  the  United  States  in  OongMs  wiU| 
in  the  opinien  of  this  Board  give  an  additional  proof  of  th^r  sincere 
and  anxious  desire  to  make  a  final  a^joatment  of  all  aeeoanta  beiwixi 
the  several  states  and  the  Union  on  equal  and  Ubecal  prinoiples. 

For  this  purpose  the  Board  submit  to  the  oonaidsfatioaof  Gongreaa 
the  tbllowing  Besolvesy  vis. 

Resolved,  That  the  authority  and  duties,  of  the  distriot  Gommia- 
Bioners  aj^ointed  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinanee  of  Con^pess  of  the 
seventh  of  May,  1787)  be  continued  for  the  space  of  nine  montlis 
after  they  have  severally  entered  qa  the  duties  of  thnr  GommissioB 
any  thing  in  the  aforesaid  ordinance  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  States  be  autboriaed  to  tEanamit  to  the 
aqoounti^  of  the  Treasury  the  Oommiesioner  o£  anny  aooeanta 
and  the  Oeneral  Board  of  Commissioners  (to  be  appointed  in  punn- 
i^nce  of  the  ordinance  of  the  seventh  of  May,  1787,).  sueh  additional 
touchers  or  other  testimony  as  they  may  think  neoessary  to  support 
any  Claims  by  them  exhibited  to  the  respective  officers  afonsaid, 
provided  the  seme  be  transmitted  within  three  month  previous  to  the 
Termination  of  the  office  of  the  Oeneral  Board  of  GommissioDera  as 
fixed  by  the  ordinance  above  mentioned,  and  further  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  respective  officeni  to  point  out  to  tho  several  Slatea  at 
any  period  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  this  act  snob 
additional  vouchers  on  other  Testimony  as  in  the  progress  of  exami- 
nation shall  appear  neeeesary  to  support  any  just  or  equitable  ckiuH 
which  the  States  may  have  respectively  exhibited  against  the  Union. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  the  peaoe  and  welfare 
of  the  Confederacy  are  deeply  interested  in  a  speedy  and  final 
adjustment  of  all  accounts  betwixt  the  several  States  and  the  United 
States  and  therefore  that  it  would  not  be  adviseable  to  make  any 
further  continuation  of  the  office  of  the  distriot  oommissionen  than 
what  is  prescribed  by^  the  foregoing  Resolves.  All  whieh  is  hnmbly 
submitted. 

(Signed,)  SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

WALTER  LIVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 

June  23rd,  1788. 
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Seckktart  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Franklin,  1788.  - 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congresg, 

June  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezcellenoj  herewith  eti- 
elosed  an  act  passed  this  day  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  granting  farther  time  to  the  states  for  exhibiting  to  the 
district  Commissioners  their  respective  accounts  against  the  United 
States,  and  for  sending  on  the  vonchers  or  other  testimony  to  su]^ 
port  the  same. 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Exeellency'fl 

most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON  * 

Directed, 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Comptr.  Qenl's  office,  26th  June,  1788. 
Sir, 

Ad  Ordinance  was  passed  the  7th  of  May,  1787,  for  settling  th^ 
accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States,  John  White  Esq'r, 
was  appointed  under  this  Ordinance  to  state  &  examine  the  aocounta 
of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  &  Maryland  respectively  against  the 
Union,  be  entered  on  the  business  of  his  appointment  in  Maryland 
on  the  first  of  July  following,  and  agreeable  to  the  said  Ordinance^ 
gave  notice  to  the  Executive  and  proceeded  on  the  .buHiness  of  hia 
appointment  with  this  State  the  first  of  August,  1787,  by  the  afore- 
said ordinance  the  states  were  restricted  to  six  months  for  exhibiting 
all  their  claims  to  the  said  Commisiuoner  as  much  as  possible  was 
done  to  prepare  not  only  for  exhibiting  the  Claims  of  this  state,  but 
for  supporting  and  substantiating  the  same  with  proper  vouchers^ 
and  the  ereatest  assiduity  and  attention  was  paid  to  the  business  by 
Mr.  White  while  here,  and  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  City 
to  return  to  Delaware  and  Maryland  on  the  other  objects  of  his 
appointment,  he  left  an  assistant  behind  him  constantly  employed 
in  the  aforesaid  business.  When  the  first  of  Feb'y  last  was  ap- 
proaching I  found  the  accounts  could  not  possibly  be  all  rendered 

*  Sa0  CoL,  Eeo.,  XY.,  p.  480.        ^ 
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in  form  by  the  end  of  six  months,  and  a  day  or  two  before  that 
period  in  order  to  secure  the  State  from  disability  to  bring  forward 
her  charges  against  the  Union,  I  took  him  to  the  different  apart- 
ments of  the  office,  and  showing  him  the  books,  papers  &  VonoherSi 
made  a  general  exhibition  to  him  of  all  claims  against  the  UnioUi 
specifying  their  nature  in  general  terms,  so  as  to  cover  all  debts 
assumed  to  be  paid,  or  for  which  this  State  is  responsiblei  the 
residue  of  the  time  to  the  present  period  hath  been  occupied  to 
arranging  and  stating  the  accounts,  examining  them  &  preparing  for 
a  surrender  of  the  Vouchers,  but  the  aforesaid  ordinance  limits  Mr* 
White's  appointment  to  twelve  months,  and  altho'  I  had  conceived 
we  had  yet  till  the  first  of  August  agreeable  thereunto,  Mr.  White 
is  of  opinion  that  the  twelve  months  terminate  the  first  of  July, 
which  will  be  on  Monday  next,  for  by  the  words  of  the  Ordinance  it 
commences  when  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  and 
he  conceives  that  to  be  when  he  began  in  Maryland  about  a  month 
before  he  oame  to  this  plaoe,  this  is  however  not  very  material,  lor 
one  month  more  wodd  be  wholly  insufficient  to  oompleat  the 
business. 

I  conceive  the  object  Congress  had  in  view  was  to  expedite  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  a  mo6t  desirable 
object,  and  not  to  exclude  any  just  claim  if  no  unnecessary  deky 
hath  arisen  in  presenting  it,  and  that  if  the  time  limited  should  be 
so^hort  as  to  make  it  impracticable  within  it  to  get  thro'  the  business 
in  such  States  where  the  accounta  are  large,  multiplied  and  vola- 
minous  they  will  prolong  the  time,  and  as  this  is  the  ease  with 
Penn'a,  the  different  Boards,  houses  &  public  bodies  of  which  have 
been  more  immediately  concerned  in  carrying  into  execution  the 
Besolves  of  Congress  than  in  any  other  State,  1  conceive  that  Hon- 
orable body  will  upon  representation  readily  agree  to  do  that  justice  to 
this  Commonwealth.  This  state  hath  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
&  application  of  upwards  of  the  value  of  two  million  dollars  specie 
advanced  her  for  the  purposes  of  the  United  States  from  the  Con- 
tinental Treasury,  while  the  other  States  upon  an  average  have  little 
more  than  one-fourth  of  that  sum  to  account  for,  so  that  it  must 
require  more  time,  attention  k  application  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
Penn'a  than  of  any  other  States  in  the  Union.  Altho'  I  have  used 
every  effort  to  bring  to  a  settlement  and  close  all  accounts  where 
advances  have  been  made  by  this  State  on  account,  to  be  disbursed 
for  expences  of  a  foederal  nature,  they  are  not  yet  compleated,  but 
there  need  not  &  will  not  be  any  delay  caused  on  this  head,  whilst 
they  are  coming  in ;  there  is  business  sufficient  ready  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  Continental  table  of  depreciation  is  so  constructedi 
as  to  make  the  reduction  of  a  multitude  of  small  and  broken  sums 
to  specie  value  thereby  a  difficult  and  tedious  task,  and  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  Interest  upon  these  several  sums  from  the  date  of  pay- 
ment up  to  a  certain  period  will  require  not  only  time  but  great 
accuracy.    The  number  of  these  calculations  and  sums  are  almost 
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infinite,  and  I  slioolcl  sappoM  with  the  greatest  diligenee  tbej  oan 
not  be  got  thro'  in  less  than  nine  Bonths  more. 

I  hare  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  this  representatioBi  * 
that  yoar  Honorable  Board  may  if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  apply 
to  the  GoDgresa  for  a  prolongation  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  White. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  very  gr'eat  respect 

Sir,  your  most  obed.  servant^ 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency^  The  Preradent  in  GounclL 


Lt.  Col.  Josiah  Harmar  to  V.  P.  Muhlenbbrg,  1788. 

Port  Harmar,  June  30tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  address  Council  on  the  24th  April*  from  Port 
Pitt  upon  the  subject  of  the  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania's  three  drafts 
on  the  County  Treasurers  of  Westmoreland,  Washington  &  Fajette, 
for  monies  for  the  recruiting  service,  &  to  inform  your  honorable 
body  that  there  was  a  likelihdod  of  obtaining  nothing  but  the  paper 
currency  for  them,  &  at  the  same  time  praying  that  some  other 
arrangements  might  speedily  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  specie,  as 
paper  would  not  answer  the  purpose. 

Since  which  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  Letters  from 
the  hon'ble,  the  Yico  President  in  Council,  the  one  dated  the  18th 
April,  the  other  the  16th  May  last.f — The  former  enclosed  our  Stale 
Commissions— The  latter,  I  observe,  desires  that  the  fiual  determi- 
nation on  the  rank  of  Ensigns  Denny  &  Spear  may  remain  suspended 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  lay  the  several  pretensions  before  the 
Board. 

Bespecting  the  dispute  of  Rank  between  these  Gentlemen,  a 
Board  of  offioers  was  convened  a  twelvemonth  ago,  in  order  to 
determine  it,  I  did  not  chuse  to  give  my  opinion  at  that  time  con- 
cerning it,  but  referred  the  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
who  was  pleased  to  decide  in  favor  of  Ensign  Spear;  upon  this 
principle,  that  Ensign  Denny  could  not  by  virtue  of  his  one  year's 
service  (which  was  considered  as  militia  Rank,  from  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  June,  1784)  take  rank  of  Ensign  Spear,  whose 
rank  was  derived  from  Continental  service.  In  consequence  of  this 
decision  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  orders  have  long  since  been  Issued 
by  me  at  this  post,  announcing  Ensign  Spear  as  the  Senior  officer. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Captain  Ziegler  is  contesting  rank  with 
Captain  Ferguson.    The  same  principle  which  decides  the  rank  of 

*  Page  270.  t  ^^'^  287. 
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EasigD  Dettfiy  &  Enaign  Spe^,  I  presiune  e&oald  operate  in  the 
case  of  Capt.  Fergasoo  &  Oap(«  Zieglar.  The  Quere  ia  whether  tb« 
one  year'a  aervioe  waa  Militia  or  Contiaeiital  rank  ?  If  Council 
ahould  be  of  Opinion  that  the  one  year's  aerviee  waa  Militia  rank| 
Capt.  Fergaaon  ia  undoubtedly  Senior  to  Gaptaui  Ziegler. 

As  the  right  of  finally  judging  upon  this  ooae  rests  with  your 
hono'ble  Body,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  observations. 

Captain  Ferguspn  is  now  absent  at  post  VincenneS|  and  perhaps 
has  not  in  Council  one  friend  to  advocate  his  cause.  He  is  an 
officer  of  distinguished  &  superior  'abilities  in  the  Artillery  depart- 
ment. The  consequence  will  be  that  if  Captain  Ziegler  obtains 
Rank  of  him  he  will  instantly  resign,  which  will  be  a  loss  not  only 
to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  but  to  the  States  in  general.  I  question 
very  much  whether  an  officer  of  equal  abilities  of  his  grade,  &  in  his 
line,  can  be  furnished  by  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Boetor  John  M'DoweM  has  re^ened  his  eommission  on  the  lat . 
instant.     The  surgeon's  mate,  Richard  Allison,  is  fully  qualified,  I 
believe,  to  saoceed  him* 

There  will  be  a  vacancy  now  for  a  Surgeon's  mate  from  our  State* 
Doctor  Soott,  the  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Jersey  quota,  begs  me  to 
recommend  a  friend  or  his,  Mr.  John  F.  Carmichael,  (a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.)  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  young  Gentleman,  but 
from  Dr.  Scott's  representation,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
.fill  the  vacancy,  provided  the  hon'ble  Council  thinks  it  proper,  and 
has  no  other  person  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

With  the  highest  Esteem  &  respect, 
Your  most  h'ble  &  obt.  Serv't, 

JOS.  HARMAB, 
Lt  Col.  Com.  1st  U.  S.  fieg. 
I}irectedf 

The  honorable  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  Vice  President  in  Gouncfl, 
Pennsylvania. 


OouiioiL  TO  Gove,  or  New  Jbrbet  and  Nbw  York,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  July  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

Having  received  undoubted  information  from  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  in  our  state,  that  limothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  the  Prothono- 
tary,  was  in  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo  Violently  taken  out  of  his 
house  by  persons  unknown,  being  painted  like  Indians,  and  as  they 
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will  probaUj  elude  the  parsuit  of  a  party  of  Ihe  inhabhanto  bj 
passing  into  jour  State,  we  request  your  Bzoellenoy'e  aid  and 
authority  may  be  inlerpoBed  for  apprehending  and  brisging  the 
Yiliains  to  jostioe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
BENJAMIN  FBANiaJN, 
PnaidMl. 
His  Excellency  the  (Jo^emor  of  New  Jersey,  and  Hia  Excellency 
the  Qovemor  of  New  York.* 


Nathan  Denibon  to  Sec*y  Biddm,  1T88. 

Kington,  the  8th  of  July,  1788. 
Pear  Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  received  your  letter  of  the  fifst  of 
this  instant,  andsive  my  hsrty  thanks  for  your  attention  to  the 
afifairs  of  this  Settlement.  I  have  only  to  inform  you  that  I  do  not 
think  so  much  of  the  plan  of  the  insurgent  Now  as  I  Did  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Eliout  left  us,  as  there  is  but  Eighteen  that  have  been 
aetive  in  that  party  as  yet,  tJiat  we  Can  find  out.  Would  not  trouble 
jou  With  a  long  account  of  affairs,  but  for  partioulars  must  refer 
jou  to  a  general  letter  to  Council  for  the  information  of  What  has 
turned  up  with  us  Since  We  rote  last.  Pleas  to  give  my  compliments 
to  Col.  JKcddick  and  Col.  Been,  and  except  the  same  your  Self. 
From  your  frind  and  Humble  Scrvent| 

NATHAN  DENBON. 
Direciedf 

The  HoaraUe  Gfaarlea  Biddle,  Phfladelphia. 


DKPosmoir  op  Akdrbw  .  Elltcott  Relativb  to  Timothy 

.     PlCKEREPTG,   1788. 

June  8th,  1788. 
This  day  X  arrived  at  Tyoga.  J  found  the  inhabitants  up  the 
river  above  Wyoming, ,  (with  few  exceptions,)  disaffected  to  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,,  and  anxious  for  the  liberation  of  Mr. 
John  Franklin.  At  Tuncbaunock  I  found  a  number  of  people 
assembled  in  a  riotous  mariner  about  the  House  of  a  Mr. Marcej, 

.  *  See  Col.  Rea,.V«l.  ?¥.,  p.  484^  4j89.  ... 
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they  had  taken  off  the  Roof  of  his  House,  and  were  preparing  to 
level  it  with  the  ground,  whioh  they  effeoted  before  night.  From 
my  appearance  they  supposed  me  to  be  a  Traveler,  and  enquired 
from  what  part  of  the  Country  I  came,  I  informed  them  from  Phila- 
delphia ;  they  then  requested  information  relative  to  the  liberation 
of  Col.  Franklin,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call  him,  I  gave  them  all 
the  satisfaction  I  could,  and  closed  my  relation  with  observing  that 
I  believed  they  gave  him  a  military  Title  to  which  he  had  no  claim. 
They  answered  that  a  free  people  had  a  right  to  appoint  their  own 
commandant.  I  advised  them  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  they  treated  the  advice  with  contempt. 

At  Mishopping  I  found  one  Mr.  Dudlev  and  his  sons  violently 
opposed  to  the  Laws  and  Jurisdiction  of  this  State. 

At  Tyoga  I  could  plainly  perceive  the  disposition  of  the  people  in 
favour  of  Franklin  and  the  half  Share  rights. 

On  the  17th  I  was  informed  that  a  plan  was  just  ready  for  ezecn- 
tion  that  would  throw  the  County  into  confusion,  and  was  desired  to 
put  Col.  Pickering  on  his  guard.  On  the  19th  I  set  out  by  water 
for  Wyomiog,  in  the  afternoon  I  stopped  at  Obediah  (lore's,  Esq., 
while  I  was*  there  we  received  information  by  a  person  who  was  a 
stranger  to  me,  that  on  a  day  which  he  named,  a  meeting  (in  which 
John  Jenkins  presided)  had  been  held  down  the  river  by  the  leaders 
in  opposition  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  it  was 
resolved  to  take  Col.  Pickering,  and  retaliate  for  the  captivity  of 
Mr.  John  Franklin ;  he  likewise  ioformed  us  that  the  day  preceding 
this  meeting,  John  Jenkins  passed  chiefly  at  Col.  Butler's.  On  the 
22  I  arrived  at  Col.  Pickering's,  and  gave  him  all  the  information 
1  could  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  up  the  River,  and  the  general 
disposition  of  the  People — he  would  not  give  any  credit  to  that  part 
of  the  information  respecting  the  determination  to  take,  and 
retaliate  on  him  for  the  imprisonment  of  Franklm.  On  the 
26tfa,  in  the  evening,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o'clock,  Mrs. 
Pickering  sent  a  person  to  inform  me  that  a  number  of  armed  men, 
painted  like  Indians,  had  a  few  minutes  before  entered  their  House, 
made  her  Husband  prisoner,  pinnioned  him  and  carried  him  off; 
immediately  after  receiving  this  information  I  went  and  alarmed 
Col.  Butler  and  Cap.  Schott.  On  the  27th,  about  10  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  Cap.  Sehott  followed  the  Insurgents  with  18  H<wse  Men ; 
by  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  about  140  of  the  Militia  were  collected 
at  Wilksborough ;  and  on  the  28th,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
28  of  the  Militia  were  sent  off.  In  the  evening  Capt.  Schott  return^ 
with  the  Horse  Men,  after  advancing  within  7  miles  of  7  of  the 
Insurgents — the  same  evening  10  of  the  Militia  also  returned.  On 
the  29  th,  in  the  evening,  the  remaining  18  Militia  returned,  after 
taking  two  suspicious  characters.  On  the  first  of  July  50  of  the 
Militia,  under  the  Command  of  Major  Mires  and  Capt.  Ross,  set  out 
from  Mr.  John  Hollenbaok's  up  the  river  after  the  Insurgents. 

The  following  penons  compoae  part  of  the  body  of  Insurgents, 
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Via ,  Jobn  Hjdo,  Capt.,  Daniel  Earle,  Benjamin  Earle, 

Cady,  Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dadley,  David  Wood- 
ward^ John  Whitcomb;  Timothy  Kilbourn  and  Thomas  Kinney.* 

AND.   ELLICOTT. 
In  Conncil,  July  7th,  1788. 
Personally  appeared  Andrew  Ellicot,  Esq.,  and  declareth  on  hiB 
solemn  affirmation  the  foregoing  narrative  to  be  true. 
Affirmed  &  subscribed  in  presence  of 


Proclamation  to  Arrbst  John  Jbnkinb  &o.,  1788. 

Pennsylvania,  ss.  ^ 

By  the  Vice-President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
CommonwecUth  of  Penntylvaniay 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  by  depositions  taken  according  to  law,  it  appears  that 
several  evil  disposed  persons  have  conspired  to  obstruct  the  execution 
of  the  laws  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  have  violently  seized  and 
carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  esquire,  an  officer  of 
government,  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner : — And  Whereas 
it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
that  such  heinous  offenders  should  be  brought  to  condign  punishment : 
— We  have  thought  fit  to  offer,  and  do  hereby  offer  a  Public  Reward  of 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  Jb^yit/e^i^ms, 
Three  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing  Jolm  Hyde^ 
and  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  for  apprehending  and  securing 
each  and  every  of  the  following  named  persons,  viz.  Daniel  Early 

Benjamin   Earl, Cady,     Wilkes    JenkinSf   Jo^h    Dudley, 

Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodioard,  John  Whiicomb,  TimoHiy 
Kilhume,  and  Tlumias  Kinney,  or  for  apprehending  and  securing 
any  other  persons  who  shall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in 
taking  off  the  said  Timothy  Pickering — the  reward  for  apprehen- 
ding and  securing  any  of  the  above  named  persons  will  be  paid  on 
their  being  deliverd  to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  Northampton  : — 
And  all  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  and  Constables  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoyed  and  required  to  make  diligent  search  and  enquiry  after,  and 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  apprehend  and  secure  the  said 
offenders,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  Hand  of  the  Honorable  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  E^quirey  Vice-President^  and  Hie  Seal  of  the  State  at 
Philadelphia  this  eighth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.f 
Attest  CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secretary. 
♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  489 
t  From  hand  bill,  printed  in  Qerman  as  well  as  English. 


830  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1788. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Joseph  Cowperthwaitb,  Sheriff, 

1788. 

In  Council;  Philadelphia  Jalj  Sth^  1788. 
Sir, 

From  a  change  of  circnmatanoes  since  the  last  determination  of 
Council  with  regard  to  Franklin,  and  to  prevent  the  pernicious  con- 
sequences that  would  probably  arise  from  his  escape.  Council  re- 
quest that  the  Liberty  Franklin  at  present  enjoys  be  abridged  &  that 
you  will  be  pleas'd  to  direct  the  Jailer  to  take  every  prudent 
measure  in  his  power  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  an  escape,  but  to 
prevent  any  injury  to  the  Health  of  Franklin-  The  Board  wish  he 
may  be  permitted  twice  a  week  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  air  in  the 
Jail  yard;  for  a  limited  time,  &  with  oiroumepeotion. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG  * 
Directed^ 

Joseph  Cowperthwaite,  Esq. 


Zebulon  Butler  &c.,  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  9th,  1788. 
Sir, 

As  the  Bearer,  Mr.  WigtoUj-f-  goes  this  day  to  Philadelphia  on  his 
own  private  business,  we  think  it  highly  expedient  by  him,  to  in- 
form your  Excellency  &  Council  of  the  present  situation  of  this 
County. 

In  our  last,  we  informed  that  the  People  in  general,  were 
spirited  and  seem'd  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  silence 
the  lawless  Banditti  who  committed  the  Riot  of  taking  Col.  Pick- 
ering. In  this  we  have  to  inform  that  we  were  not  deceived  The 
Militia  under  the  Command  of  the  Sheriff  repaired  near  to  the  place 
where  the  Rioters  were  posted,  and  after  the  scheme  was  agreed 
upon  in  which  they  were  to  be  attacked,  Capt.  Ross  with  a  party 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  began  his  march  &  just  after  day  light  appeared 
the  next  morning,  met  the  Rioters,  gave  them  Battle  and  oblig'd 
them  to  leave  the  ground.  In  the  attack  Capt.  Ross  behaved  with 
much  intrepidity  and  Calmness,  but  had  the  misfortune  of  receiving 
a  wound  through  his  arm  and  another  through  his  body.  However 
we  are  happy  to  find  them  dot  mortal.  By  appearances  we  have 
much  assurance  that  he  will  soon  recover,  as  yet  we  have  no  ceMain 
intelligence  that  more  than  one  of  the  Rioters  are  wounded,  How- 
«  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  489.    f  See  Ibid,  498. 
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eTer  it  is  to  be  believed  that  there  are  more^  how  many  we  cannot 
tell. 

After  thid  small  engagement  the  Militia  soon  returned.  The 
places  of  the  Rioters  resort  is  so  situated,  that  after  mature  delibera- 
tion it  was  concluded  a  smaller  body  of  Men  would  maoh  bettef 
effect  their  reduction.  Their  number  does  not  exceed  eighteen  and 
it  is  generally  thought  and  indeed  reported  that  many  of  them  are 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  imprudence  of  their  oondoet^  and  some  of 
them  have  left  the  County.  Ool.  Pickering,  by  the  remainder  of 
tbem  is  still  detained,  but  we  have  some  expectation  that  he  will  be 
released  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  week.  The  fathers  of  most  of 
the  Rioters  we  have  in  close  custody — Some  or  all  of  them  have  ad- 
vis'd  to  the  nefarious  plan,  and  afforded  comfort  to  the  Rioters  since 
their  appearance  in  arms,  for  which  proceeding  we  think  their  liberty 
ought  to  be  restrained.  They  appear  to  be  mneh  affeoted  with 
their  confinement^  and  seem  willing  to  acknowledge  that  they  have 
been  embarked  in  a  mos];  glaring  enterpisse.  All  possible  pains  are 
taken  to  transmit  intelligence  to  their  Children  to  release  Col.  Pick- 
ering, But  whether  they  will  do  it  or  not  immediately  we  cannot 
aay.  Measures  to  oblige  them  to  it  are  now  concerting,  and  will, 
the  latter  end  of  this  week  be  carried  into  execution.  A  number  of 
Men  are  preparing  themselves  to  steal  a  march  upon  them  and  should 
the  Rioters  get  no  information  of  it  ^whieh  we  imagine  they  will  not 
no  doubt  but  they  will  fall  into  our  nands. 

Whatever  accounts  may  be  given  your  Excellency  &  Council  of 
the  inactivity  of  the  People  of  the  County  we  are  confident  they 
will  gain  no  ground  of  belief,  when  we  inform  every  thing  practi- 
cable to  be  done  has  not  been  omitted.  The  militia  have  done 
their  duty  with  chearfulness  and  stand  ready  for  the  second  Toure. 
On  the  whole,  it  is  probable,  and  almost  morally  certain,  that  we 
shall  disperse  the  Rioters  if  not  captivate  them  in  a  very  short  time. 
In  the  fulest  belief  of  this,  we  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves  your 
excellency's  most  obedt  and  very  humble  servants, 

ZEfiN.  BUTLER, 
WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
LORD  BUTLER. 
Directed  J 

Uis  Excellency,  Bcnjm.  Franklin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

♦  Bee  answer  July  28. 
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Commissioners  oe  Luzerne  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

Wilksbarre,  July  9th,  1788. 
Oentlemen, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  Inform  Yon  we  arived  at  this  place  on  the 
first  Instant,  &  found  the  whole  settlement  in  motion,  on  acc't  of 
Col.  Pickerings  being  carried  off  a  few  days  before,  by  a  Banditj 
here  called  Halfshear  men  or  wild  Boys,  a  Detachment  of  the  Mill- 
'  tia  accompanied  the  Sheriff  up  the  river,  &  seyeral  small  parties 
were  sent  on  in  Quest  of  the  Insurgents,  on  the  Sd,  a  few  random 
shotts  ware  fired  across  the  river,  &  on  the  4th,  the  Detachment 
Commanded  by  Cap't  Ross,  consisting  of  1^  men,  who  had  six  sua- 
pected  persons  under  his  Caire,  fell  in  with  the  Insurgents  in  num- 
ber 13,  the  letter  we  are  Informed  had  several  wounded  &  ware 
Obliged  to  retire,  Cap't  Ross  was  wounded,  but  it  is  Expected  not 
Mortal.  Nothing  has  happened  since.  Mrs.  Pickering  rec'da  letter 
from  the  Col.,  Dated  the  3d  Inst,  Informing  hir  that  he  is  well  & 
that  his  Keepers  Expected  to  Exchange  him  for  Franklin,  which 
Idea  he  Treats  with  contempt,  aledging  the  State  would  act  Consis- 
ting to  there  Dignity.  We  Rec'd  a  hint  that  a  partie  b  raising  aecrea- 
tly,  who  are  to  take  the  woods  in  Quest  of  him.  The  Bearer  waits  at 
the  dore,  You  will  excuse  hast. 

We  remain  with  much  Esteem 

Your  Honors  most  Obedient 

&  very  Humble  Servants, 

STEPHEN  BALLIET, 
WM.  ARMSTRONG. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council,  Philad'a. 


Act  op  Congress — ^Western  Territory,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

July  9,  1788. 
A  Supplement  to  an  ordinance  entitled  '^  An  Ordinance  for  ascer- 
taining the  Mode  of  disposing  of  Lands  in  the  Western  Territory. '' 

Whereas  it  is  found  to  be  inconvenient  to  execute  that  part  of  the 
Land-Ordinance,  passed  May  20,  1785,  which  directs  that  certein 
proportions  of  lands  be  allotted  to  the  several  states,  to  be  sold  by 
the  loan-offioera  in  each  State.  And  whereaSf  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  lands,  for  satisfying  the  bounties  due  to  the  late  army,  was  set 
apart  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  22d  of  October  last^  whereby 
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farther  dcafls  for  ii^tidjiiig  wilitary  boiiBti«s  1o  lancki  ^rom  the 
towiidbipfl  lately  rarrejed,  are  beoomiog  vAacoesaary : 

Be  tr  ordesined  by  &B  Untied  Statei  in  Oongreu  a$femlled,  That 
90  mveh  of  the  said  ofdiaance,  passed  May  20,  1785,  as  ordainif 
^t  eertein  parts  of  the  townships  therein  direeted  to  be  surveyed, 
shall  be  drawn  for  in  the  name  of  tbe  thirteen  states  rospeetively, 
tooordtng  to  the  qnolas  in  the  last  preceding  reqnisitiens,  in  all  the 
States  in  order  that  the  same  be  sold  by  the  said  loan-offieers ;  and 
1^  Uiat  the  secretary  at  war  shall  take  by  lot  from  the  townships' 
when  snrTeyed,  certain  proportions  of  land  for  the  nse  of  the  late 
anny,  so  £ur  as  the  same  respects  fatnre  drafts,  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  tbe  board  of  treasnry  be  and  tbay 
hereby  are  authorised  and  directed  to  sell  those  parts  of  tbe  seven 
ranges  of  townships  surveyed  in  the  westera  territory,  which  are  not? 
alr^y  sold  or  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  late  army,  in  the  samtf 
manner,  on  tbe  same  oonditioDS,  and  under  the  same  restHotions  and 
limitations  f|S  were  preseribed  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  of 
April  21,  1787,  except  as  to  the  place  of  sale,  and  the  daily  con* 
tinnance  thereof,  which  may  be  so  fur  varied  that  the  said  board 
naay  oonimonee  ^e  sales  at  rfew^York  or  Pbiladelphia,  and  adjourn 
the  same  from  time  to  time  to  any  part  or  parts  ef  the  United  States 
whioh  they  may  judge  most  proper  for  the  purpose. 

Be  it  /wiher  ordained,  That  the  secretary  at  war  issue  warrants 
for  bounties  of  land  to  the  several  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
eontinental  amy  who  may  be  entitled  to  such  bounties,  or  (o  their 
reapectiTe  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  certifying  therein  the  rank 
or  sttttion  of  each  officer,  and  the  line,  regiment,  corps  and  company 
in  whieh  the  officer  or  soldier  served. 

Be  it  further  ordained^  That  the  geographer,  by  warrant  under 
his  hand  and  sewl,  appoint  one  surveyor  to  each  of  the  two  tracts  or 
districts  of  land  set  ipMt  for  satisfying  the  said  bounties  by  the  act  of 
CSongress  of  the  22d  of  October  last;  and  that 'the  persons  entitled  to 
kads  by  virtue  of  warrants  issued  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
locate  them  on  any  part  of  the  two  tracts  of  land  set  apart  as  afore* 
said  \  provided  that  each  location  and  survey  shall  be  bounded  on 
one  side  by  one  of  the  external  boundaries  of  one  of  the  tracts  afore- 
said, or  by  some  prior  survey  therein,  and  th^  external  Hoes  of  each 
survey  shall  run  east  and  west,  north  and  south,  such  parts  thereof 
excepted  as  may  border  upon  any  river  bounding  the  district,  and 
the  several  surveys  shall  be  in  squares,  unless  where  restrained  by 
sQch  river  or  by  tbe  lines  of  former  surveys ;  and  provided  also, 
that  in  every  location  there  shall  be  a  combination  of  as  many  war- 
rants as  shall  make  the  same  at  least  six  miles  square,  and  no  inter- 
stices shall  be  left  between  surveys  less  than  six  miles  wide. 

Be  it  further  ordained,  That  each  surveyor  upon  making  any 
survey,  shall  protract  and  lay  the  same  down  in  a  general  map  to 
be  kept  and  preserved,  and  shall  make  a  record  of  each  survey  in  a 
Vol.  XL— 15 
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book  to  be  kept  for  that  pnrpoaey  nai  make  out  and  deliver  a  eepy 
of  the  sarvey  certified  under  his  hand^  to  the  proprietor  or  proprie- 
tors thereof;  and  the  aurveyor  ahall  retain  in  his  hands  all  warrants 
by  him  laid  oat  and  located,  until  he.  can  transmit  the  same  to  the 
board  of  treasury,  which  he  shall  do  within  one  year  afiter  -bying 
out  the  land,  certifying  thereon  under  his  hand,  that  the  same  is 
satisfied.  iTbat  the  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as  herein  before  directed, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  the  services  enjoined  them  by  this 
ordinance,  so  much  only  as  shall  be  allowed  and  fixed  by  the  govern 
nor  and  judges  of  the  western  territory,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be 
displaced  by  the  geographer  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  misbe* 
haviour ;  in  which  case  he  shall  supply  any  vacancy  so  happening 
by  a  new  appointment  That  each  surveyor  who  may  be  appointed 
under  this  ordinancci  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  offioey 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  that  he  will  justly  and  truly  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  surveyor  of  a  district  of  land  in  the 
western  territory^  according  to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  understanding, 
without  favor  or  partiality }  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken 
before  the  governor  or  either  of  the  judges  of  the  western  territofj, 
or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  any  of  the  United  States, 
and  being  duly  attested  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of  Qcm» 
gresB,  to  be  by  him  filed  of  record.  That  the  maps  and  records 
before  mentioned,  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Con* 
gross,  to  be  removed  or  deposited  wherever  they  shall  direct.  !^at 
if  any  officer  or  soldier,  or  assignee  or  grantee  of  either,  shall  deisire 
to  have  their  bounty  of  land  adlotted  in  the  townships  or  ftmetional 
parts  thereof,  lately  drawn  for  the  army  by  the  secretary  of  war,  out 
of  the  first  four  ranges  of  townships  surveyed  west  of  the  Ohio,  and 
shall  cause  such  his  desire  in  writing,  together  with  his  land  warrant 
to  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war,  before  the  first 
of  July,  1789 ;  The  said  secretary  shall  cause  so  much  of  the  said 
townships  which  have  been  drawn  for  the  army,  to  be  drawn  for  by 
lot,  as  will  satisfy  the  warrants  so  deposited,  for  which  surveys  shall 
be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  several  proprietors,  signed  by  the 
geographer  of  the  United  States,  which  surveys  shall  be  reoorded  in 
a  book  by  the  geographer,  and  lodged  in  the  treasury  office.  And 
whereag  lands  are  set  apart  for  satisfying  military  bounties,  not  only 
in  the  said  districts  and  townships,  but  also  within  the  limits  of  pur- 
ohases  made  by  several  companies. 

£e  it  further  ordained.  That  the  persons  who  have  purchased 
tracts  of  the  federal  lands,  shall  have  credit  for  so  much  land  as  the 
warrants  issued  as  aforesaid  and  delivered  by  them  to  the  board  of 
treasury  cover ;  provided  that  in  no  case  deductions  on  account  of 
military  bounties  shall  exceed  one-seventh  part  of  the  purchase. 

Done,  fta, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 
*  See  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XV,,  page  496. 
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Pms.  Fraitklin  to  Gov.  Clihton,  of  K.  Y.,  1788. 

Philadelphia^  Jnly  lOlb,  1788. 
Sir 

I  beg  leave  onoe  more  to  introduoe  to  yonr  Ezeelleney  the  hattor* 
able  Mr.  Bedick;*  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Gonnoil  of 
the  State  of  PennsjlvaDia,  who  is  charged  by  that  Council  with  some 
important  Matters  to  communicate  to,  and  consult  npon  with,  yeur 
Excellency,  respeoling  the  outrageous  Conduct  of  some  disorderly 
People  inhabiting  near  the  Borders  of  our  two  States,  which  if  not 
speedily  and  effectually  repressM,  it  is  apprehended  may  oeoasion 
much  Inconvenience  and  Mischief.  I  request  your  Excellency  to 
give  Mr.  Redick  a  favourable  Audience,  and  to  afford  him  your  best 
Counsels,  which  will  be  very  obliging  to  this  Oovemment,  and 
particularly  to 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant 

B.  FRANKLIN,  Presid't. 
IXreeiedj 

His  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton,  Esq.;  Governor  of  New  York,  &o.  fte. 


Rich.  Peters  to  V.  P. 'MuHLBNBBRa— Turnpikes,  1788. 

Belmont,  July  12th,  1788.    • 
Dear  Sir 

I  ask  your  Pardon  for  not  returning  sooner  the  Report  of  the  Per- 
sons appointed  to  view  Jones's  Lane.  I  wished  to  see  some  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  made  the  Report,  at  our  Agricultural  Society  the 
Meeting  whereof  was  yesterday.  I  was  disappointed  as  they  did 
not  attend.  The  Gentlemen  who  made  the  Report  are  all  men  ot 
Character  but  some  of  them  more  intelligent  in  tiiis  particular  Branch 
of  knowledge  than  others.  Mr.  Curwen  appears  best  acquainted 
with  the  Manner  of  making  Turnpikes  having  assisted  at  the  Work 
in  England.  I  attended  at  the  Measurement  of  the  Distances  &  the 
view  of  the  Road  &  am  clearly  of  opinion  with  the  Gentlemen  that 
the  Road  should  be  made  on  new  Ground.  Altho'  Goodman's  Run 
is  not  generally  deemed  in  Jones's  Lane  yet  without  it  be  included 
ia  the  Part  of  the  Road  to  be  made  good  the  End  will  not  be  ans- 
wered for  a  few  Perches  next  the  Run  are  the  worst  of  any  of  tbe< 
had  Road  near  it.  There  should  be  a  Bridge  over  this  Run  which 
will  not  cost  £20,  if  so  much.  The  other  two  Bridges  cannot  coat 
£50.  It  must  therefore  be  the  Expence  of  oovering  the  Road  with 
Stones  that  makes  the  Estimate  amount  so  high.  At  least  this  must 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  490.. 
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be  the  beaviest  Artiole.  Tbe  Gvouod  proposed  tor  the  n^w  Road 
possesses  every  Advantage  one  could  wish  for  the  Purpose  and  I 
think  that  if  the  Road  was  ordefed  to  be  laid  out  &  Hands  set  at 
Work  this  Season  after  Harvest  when  they  can  easily  be  had,  U 
would  be  moat  adviseable  to  throw  up  the  Ground^  dig  the  Ditches 
&  necessary  Drains  &  build  the  Bridges  this  Year  without  stoning 
the  Surface  'till  it  be  searched  by  the  Winter  &  properly  settled. 
All  this  can  be  done  at  half  the  Expense  of  the  Estimate  as  I  pre- 
sume to  think.  Many  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of  Cart  Loads  of 
Stone  (which  may  be  dug  up  for  the  new  Koad  if  wanted)  aro  use- 
lessly buried  in  Quagmires  in  the  old  Road^  wherein  Layer  upoa 
Layer  have  been  injadiciouslv  thrown  for  a  long  Course  of  years. 
Had  these  Places  been  properly  searched  &  drained  &  Timber,  Fag- 
gots or  even  solid  Earth  thrown  in  before  stoning^  one  Layer  of 
Stone  would  have  been  sufficient.  The  same  Evil  will  attend  the. 
new  Road  if  more  Haste  than  sood  Speed  according  the  common 
Saying  is  now  used.  The  Road  may  be  laid  out  to  the  Width  of 
the  old  Road  which  I  think  is  Sixty  Feet,  but  there  is  no  Occassion 
for  iumpiking  it  above  80  Feet  wide.  I  measured  several  excel- 
lent^ Turnpike  Roads  in  England  of  the  Width  only  of  25  Feet  ex- 
cluding the  Dilches. — There  is  not  a  Part  of  the  Groand  propoBod 
for  the  new  Road  that  cannot  be  drained  &  possibly  many  Places 
which  now  appear  to  want  stoniuff  may  be  found  firm  enough  when 
the  Water  is  properly  carried  off  &  none  suffered  to  become  stagnant 
upon  them.  Should  you  wish  that  I  should  assist  in  making  any 
further  Enquiries  on  this  Subject,  I  shall  be  happy  in  complying 
with  yeur  Request. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem 

Your  obed't  Serv't 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

I  wish  Curwen  would  undertake  to  do  this  Bussiness-     He  seems 
a  judicious  honest  Man.     I  do  not  know  what  his  Inclinations  are 
on  this  Matter  but  intended  to  have  asked  him.* 
JDirecUd, 

Hon.  Gen'l.  Muhlenberg. 


Gov.  Livingston  of  N.  J.  to  Prbs.  Feankun,  1788. 

Elisabeth  Town^  14th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2dt  instant  respecting  the  vioUnk 
taking  of  Timothy  Pickering  Esqr.  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Cosnty 
of  Luzerne  in  your  State,  out  of  his  house,  by  persons  unknown,  be- 

*  See  Col.  Roo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  494. 
t  Sao  page  a26« 
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leg  painted  like  iDdians, — did  Dot  como  to  my  hands  till  vesterdaj, 
or  I  should  oertainly  have  dpne  myself  the  honour  of  having  sooner 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  it — I  had  not  before,  nor  have  I  since, 
heard  anything  of  that  atrocious  violence.  Should  I  receive  any 
Intelligence  of  the  Perpetrators  of  it  being  found  in  this  State,  your 
^zeelleney  may  depend  upon  my  asing  every  exertion  in  my  power 
95  consistent  with  Law,  to  have  the  offenders  '*  apprehended  &  broaght 
<'to  Justice,  &  for  recovering  that  valuable  oitizen  A  good  officer  te 
'<  his  family  and  the  service  of  his  Gountry. 
With  real  esteem,  Sir, 

I  have' the  honour  to  be 
Your  Ezoellency's 

most  obedieot  &  very  humble  Servant 

WM.  LIVINGSTON.* 
Dtreeied, 

His  Ezcellcbcy  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


D.  RlTTEKHOUSE,  TrEAS.,  TO  P.  MXTHtEI^BEIia,  1788. 

July  14th,  1788. 
Sir 

I  have  for  some  time  past  used  every  endavour  to  collect  and  pre- 
pare  for  burning  the  annual  Sum  of  £20,000  paper  money,  agree- 
able to  law  and  a  late  Resolution  of  Assembly,  But  the  difficulty  is 
so  groat  that  one  can  scarcely  forbear  suspecting  a  combination  to 
prevent  it.  Taxes  come  in  worse  than  ever.  The  City  &  County  of 
Philadelphia  alone  are  indebted  ^6075  of  the  Tax  for  1787,  almost 
one  third  of  the  Quota,  besides  large  Balances  fur  1783  &  1786. 
Other  Counties  are  equally  deficient.  I  have  nevertheless  prepared 
upwards  of  jei5;000  inclnding  ^700  received  of  the  Loan  Office. 
Perhaps  a  Letter  from  yon,  Sir,  if  Council  should  think  proper,  to 
the  Collector  of  Imposts  might  hasten  in  a  few  Thousanos  to  com<* 
plete  the  Sum. 

I  am;  Bur,  with  great  Respaot 

¥omr  Humble  Servant 

DAVD.  RITTENHOUSE,  Treas-f 
P.  S.  Not  a  Shilling  of  Taxes  for  the  present  year  yet  rec'd  from 
the  City  &  Co. 

IHreetedj 

Honorable  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esqr. 

»  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  493. 

f  IbkleiD.  ^ 
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David  Rbdick  to  Prbs,  Franklin,  1788. 

New  York,  July. 
Sir  and  Gentlemeo, 

I  arrived  at  thia  plaoe  on  Saturday  at  nigbt,  Genl.  Irvia  took 
opportnnitiea  yeaterday  of  •  oonveraing  with  divers  members  of 
Congress  respecting  the  wishes  of  Coonoil  to  have  Ziegler's  Comp'y 
for  the  Wioming  service,  every  Gentleman  he  spoke  to  coantenaooed 
it.  This  morning  the  Gen'!,  Coll.  Reed  and  myself  waited  on  the 
minister  at  war  who  appears  well  disposed :  hat  says,  that  Ziegler 
has  surely  marched  e're  now^  that  nothing  can  have  prevented :  but 
at  the  same  time  says,  that  there  are  about  45  Jersey  troops  who 
will  march  within  a  few  days  to  the  westward  by  the  way  of  Easton 
and  that  a  further  number  of  troops  from  one  of  the  eastern  States 
will  march  by  the  same  route  from  west  point,  where  they  are  now 
stationed,  all  which  troops  he  is  disposed  should  be  ordered  to  take 
directions  from  some  Genl.  officer  appointed  by  our  government  to 
command  them. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary,  if  Council  will  think  proper  to 
apply  for  these  troops  &  that  they  do  it  Instantly.  I  am  now 
sorry  that  a  provisional  application  was  not  sent  by  me,  inasmuch 
as  the  whole  of  the  members  who  have  been  spoken  with  appear,  at 
this  juncture,  to  be  well  disposed  to  serve  us :  and  which  may  not 
happen  to  be  the  case  at  a  future  day,  perhaps  three  days  hence  it 
may  be  otherwise,  for  as  there  will  be  a  great  question  takrn  soon 
for  the  place  in  which  the  new  Congress  shall  convene,  minds  may 
be  soured  and  especially  with  Pennsylvania  if  Philadelphia  should 
happen  to  be  the  place,  for  if  that  should  so  happen  the  eastern  mem- 
bers might  oppose  us  in  the  business :  experience  tells  us  that  greal 
men  some  times  do  little  things  on  little  reasons ;  It  may  therefore 
be  necessary  that  a  moment  be  not  lost  until  the  spplioation  be  made 
through  our  Delegates ;  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  necessary  to 
appoint  some  person  to  be  in  readiness  to  supply  the  troops  with 
povisions,  at,  and  from  Eastown. — A  GenL  officer  may  also  be 
thought  necessary,  agreeably  to  Genl.  Knoxes  Idea.s ;  in  that  case 

Eermit  me  to  suggest  my  Ideas  on  that  subject.  I  hope  my  seal  will 
e  my  apology  for  taking  that  liberty. 

It  will  in  my  opinion  be  necessary  that  an  officer  of  reputation  and 
military  abilities  be  appointed.  The  name  of  an  old  officer  and 
a  great  OMn  at  the  head  of  the  Continental  troops  will  tend  at  onoe 
to  discourage  every  Idea  of  success  in  the  minds  of  the  Insurgents 
and  at  the  same  time  they  will  crush  those  who  may  appear 
in  rebellion.  The  Union  will  by  this  means  appear  as  a  principal 
partv  and  not  merely  Pennsylvania  and  at  the  same  time  the 
Genl.  officer  being  appointed  by  our  Government  will  tend  to 
keep  up  our  own  State  dignity :  Maj'r  Reed  in  Conversation  has  said 
that  as  he  thirsts  for  fame  he  would  Serve  the  state  without  pay.   I 
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baye  no  doubt  but  Oenl.  IrviDO,  will,  as  he  always  has,  be  ready  to 
do  any  tbing  the  State  will  request,  the  Council  all  know  htm,  there- 
fore I  need  not  say  a  word  move,  however  I  will  just  say  further, 
that  the  Commander  being  a  member  of  Congress  will  have  its 
proper  Influenoe  with  such  of  the  disafeoted  as  are  eapable  of 
reasoning. 

I  purpose  seting  out  for  Pokepsey  to-morrow  to  meet  Qov'r  Clinton 
he  is  not  ezpeoted  this  week  at  N.  York.  No  stage  goes  before 
Thursday,  but  I  hope  for  a  passage  in  an  Albany  sloop. 

Gounoil  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  leaye  nothing  undone  which 
I  may  have  in  my  power, — it  is  now  after  12  of  y"  Clock  and  the 
jnail  will  be  made  up  in  a  few  minutes,  therefore  I  must  conclude 
with  saying  I  have|  &o.,  the  honour  to  be  Sir  &  Gentlemeni 

your  most  obt.  bumble  St., 

DAVID  BBDIOK.* 

ifuloraetf^— Bead  June  18. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Penn'a  &  the  Hon'ble  Council|  Philadelphia. 

Free,  Wm.  Irvine. 


SSCBSTAKT  OF  COKGRESS  TO  PRIS.  FrAKKLIN,  1788. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  17th',  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
cloeed,  a  supplement'!'  to  the  ordinance  ascertaining  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  lands  in  the  western  territory  which  was  passed  bj 
Congress  the  9th  of  this  mon^. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Dtrededf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  July  17,  VoL  XV.  p.,  493. 
t  8ee  page  232. 
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Wabeajst— CL  J.  MoBBis,  N.  Y.,  AQAusrei  WroMiya  In- 

SUBOBNTS,  1788. 

^tate  of  New  Tork  Ss :  By  Biobard  Njovm,  Ibquirey  Chief  Joaiioe 

of  the  state  of  New  York. 

To  the  Sherifis  of  the  several  Connties  of  the  said  state 
[L.  s.]  and  to  their  Deputies  and  to  all  Oonstables  in  the  said  several 
Counties  and  to  each  of  them  Greeting. 

Whereas  by  Letters  from  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin^ 
Esquire^  Governor  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  h» 
Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  this  state,  and  by  a 
Proclamation*  by  the  Vice  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  said  OommoB  Wealth  dated  the  eighth  day  of  July 
Instanti  {aid  before  me  by  bis-said  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  it 
appears  that  John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjamin 

Earl, Cady,  Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley, 

Davul  Woodward,  John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilburne  and  Tbmnas 
Kinney  have  Conspired  to  obstruct  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne  in  the  said  Common  Wealth  and  have  Violently 
seized  and  Carried  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  aa 
officer  of  Government  whom  they  still  retain  as  a  prisoner,  and 
whereas  it  is  suggested  by  the  said  Executive  Council,  that  the  said 
John  Jenkins,  John  Hyde,  Daniel  Earl,  Benjamin  Earl,  -^  Cady, 
Wilkes  Jenkins,  Joseph  Dudley,  Gideon  Dudley,  David  Woodward, 
John  Whitcomb,  Timothy  Kilburne,  and  Thomas  Kinney  will,  prob- 
ably to  elude  Justice,  pass  into  some  parts  of  this  state,  These  are 
therefore  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  4his  state  to  strictly  charge 
and  Command  you  and  each  of  you  to  apprehend  and  take  the  said 
offenders  and  each  of  them  that  may  be  found  and  all  and  every 
other  pel^on  in  whose  Custody  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire, 
may  be  found,  within  this  state  and  them  forthwith  to  bring  before 
me  in  Order  that  they  may  be  respectively  examined  touching  the 
premises  and  to  be  further  dealt  with  according  to  Law  and  the  Oon^ 
federation  of  the  United  States  and  all  magistrates,  ministerial 
officers  and  the  good  people  of  this  state  are  hereby  required  and 
Commanded  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  Execution  of  this  pre- 
cept as  they  will  answer  the  same  at  their  peril.  Given  under  mj 
hand  and  seal  this  seventeenth  day  of  July,  1788. 

RI*.  MORRIS. 
By  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
[L.  s.]  the  state  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  chief  of 
all  the  militia  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 

The  within  Warrant  is  Issued  in  Consequence  of  an  application 
made  to  me  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  all  officers  civil  and  military  within 

*  See  page  829. 
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this  fitate  are  boeby  nqiuMd  ud  Oommanded  to  be  aiding  and 
nnaiiDg  in  the  Execution  thereof. 

Gtren  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Poughkepeie,  this  Eighteenth 
Day  of  Jnly^  in  ike  thirteenth  year  of  tike  Independence  of  tki« 
State.  1788. 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

Gov.  Clinton  to  Ofmcbbs,  &c.— Wyoming,  1788. 

Poughkeepeie,  July  18, 1788. 
Gent., 

The  inclosed  warrant  ag^  the  Persons  therein  named,  charged 
with  having  unkwfully  carryed  off  the  person  of  Timothy  Pickering 
Bsqr.,  a  dnl  officer  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  will  point  out  to 
you  your  duty  should  any  of  them  •be  found  within  your  County, 
and  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  fail  on  this  occasion  to  evince  a 
sister  state,  of  your  readiness  &  disposition  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
execute  the  Laws — ^I  have  only  to  add  that  should  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  pursuit  of  the  offenders  come 
within  this  state,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  afford  them  every 
necessary  aid  and  assistance.    I  am  Gent., 

your  most  obed't  servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

The  Officers,  Civil  &  Military,  at  Chemung,  in  Montgomery 
County. 

Goy.  Clinton,  op  New  York,  to  Pebs.  Fkanklin,  1788. 

Poughkeepsie,  18th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the 
2cl  and  11th  instant.^  The  latter  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Honor- 
able Mr.  Rediok,  with  whom  t  have  conferred  very  fully  on  the 
sobject  matter  of  your  Excellency's  Letters,  and  have  directed  such 
measures  to  be  taken  on  the  part  of  this  state,  as  I  hope  will  prove 
satisfactory  and  efficient,  and  of  which  Mr.  Bediok  will  be  able  to 
inform  your  Excellency  more  particularly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 
GEO.  CLINTON.f 

Hia  Excellency,  Governor  Franklin. 

*  See  p.p.  826,  885. 
t  Ste  Gol.  Reo.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  497.     ^ 
15* 
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y.  p.   MuBlLSNdHfta  10  DELuATBd  in  OoiMIRBSS,   1788. 

la  OotEEidU;  Philadelphia,  July  IStii,  17^8. 
O^ntlemen, 

From  the  late  disturbances  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Council  ara 
of  opinion  that  theite  will  be  a  necessity  of  sending  troops  there. 
We  are  informed  that  some  Contieental  Troops  are  to  march  from 
Connecticut  &  New  Jersey  to  the  westward  and  in  their  Eout  will 
be  at  Easton  in  this  Btate ;  we  request  you  will  apply  to  Congress 
that  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  by  this  Qovemment  those  Men 
may  have  orders  to  march  from  Easton  to  Luzerne,  and  remain  there 
Hill  relieved  by  troops^sent  by  the  StaCe^  or  'till  the  disturbances  in 
the  County  are  settled. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect,  Gentlemen^' 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  serrant. 

PETEli  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P.'^ 
Dirtotedf 

Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 


Petition  oy  Quakers,  to  Prbs.  Franklin, — ^Theatres, 

1788. 

To  the  President  and  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvsniik 

The  religious  Body  of  the  People  called  Quakers  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  find  it  their  christian  Duty  to  represent, 

That  the  Government  of  this  Country  having  heretofore  manifested 
an  uniform  concern  to  discourage  Stage  Representations,  and  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  convinced  of  the  pernicious  influence  of 
theatrical  Amusements,  which,  wherever  they  are  encouraged,  are 
found  to  be  Seminaries  of  Irreligion,  Prodigality  and  a  loose  &  idle 
course  of  living,  believed  it  necessary  to  the  public  well  being,  by 
prohibitory  Laws  enacted  in  1779  and  1786,  to  guard  against  their 
contaminating  efifects;  notwithstanding  which  it  is  sorrowfully 
affecting  to  the  religiously  thoughtful  among  the  people,  who  are 
really  concerned  for  the  preservation  of  their  offspring,  the  happincag 
of  their  families,  and  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  to 
understand  by  public  advertisements  &  other  information,  that  Iq 
defiance  of  said  Laws  delusive  snares  are  laid  to  draw  our  unwary 
youth  and  others  into  an  habitual  waste  of  time  and  substance  id 
the  attendance  of  those  schools  of  seduction  which  it  is  afflicting 
to  observe  are  openly  vindicated  by  Men  claiming  reputation  for 
Virtue  and   Morality,  who  represent   the  stage  as  a  nursery  of 

♦  See  Col.  R/ws.,  Vol.  XY.,  p.  406,  see  also  p.  360  of  this. 
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politeness  of  manners,  rad  refinement  of  sentiment,  altho'  experienee 
abandfttitly  siiefws,  they  have  a  snbtil  if  not  direct  tendency  to  under- 
mine that  sincere  yirtne,  that  true  and  unfeigned  spirit  of  Bene- 
volence whish  IB  tbe  fruit  of  sound  christian  Principle.  Is  it  not 
notorious  tbat  Fornication  and  Adultery  (tbe  grossness  whereof 
veiled  under  the  delusive  term  Gallantry)  are  among  the  character- 
istics of  the  demoted  pupils  of  tbe  stage  f  Is  not  the  Theatre  the 
Itesort  of  the  licentious,  those  who  despise  or  disregard  punctuality 
and  tbe  faitb  of  contracts  ?  Are  not  Gamblers  and  the  companions 
6f  Brothels  to  be  found  there  7  from  a  communication  and  familiar- 
ity with  such  characters,  what  is  that  boasted  politeness  of  Manners 
and  refinement  of  Sentiment  the  tender  minds  of  youth  are  to  be 
impressed  with  ?  Is  it  not  besides  evident  to  every  serious  and  sober 
enquirer  that  at  these  unchristian  Entertainments  the  vindictive 
smirit  of  duelling  is  powerfully  inculcated,  deceilfally  baited  and 
disguised  imder  a  false  Idea  of  Honour  and  Magnanimity  ?  Much 
more  might  be  urged  and  many  respectable  authorities  adduced  in 
eOipport  of  tibe  propriety  and  justness  of  our  concern  on  this  occasion 
were  it  necessary  to  enlarge ;  but  we  trust  an  impartial  attention  to 
tbe  subject  will  sufficiently  diew  its  impoitance  to  Men  under  whose 
care  is  primarily  entrusted  the  execution  of  the  Laws  intended  for 
the  preservation  and  support  of  the  public  Weal ;  and  as  we  conceive 
not  only  the  happiness  of  Society  injuriously  attacked,  but  the  dignity 
of  Oovemment  also  insulted  by  tbe  open  contravention  of  the  Law 
in  the  exhibition  of  Stage  Plays,  under  whatever  evasive  name 
disguised,  as  well  as  by  those  other  idle  Jugglers  and  Performers  of 
Ijegerdemain  Tricks  who  have  of  late  published  their  pernicious 
occupation  ill  thiffOity,  we  could  not  hold  ourselves  excused  under 
tbe  foregoing  considerations  from  laying  before  yon  a  concern  so 
Yery  interesting }  believing  that  thereby  we  evidence  our  attachment 
to  a  righteous  administration  of  Qovernment  and  show  that  we  sin- 
oerely  are. 

Your  real  Friends. 
Signed  By  NICHOLAS  WALN, 

JAMES  CRESSON, 
THO.  MORRIS, 
JAM-  PEMBEBTON, 
JOHN  PARRISH, 
JOHN  DRINKER, 
JOSEPH  BRINGHTJRST, 
DAVID  EVANS, 
THOMAS  ROGERS, 
OWBNBIDDLE. 
On  behalf  of  the  said  People  called  Quakers,  Pbiladelphiai-  18th 
7th  Mo.  1788. 
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Deposition  oj  Iba  Manvil— Wyoming,  1T88. 

Ira  Manvil  of  Pljmonth  in  tlie  county  of  Luiernei  yeoman, 
charged  with  being  one  of  the  party  who  on  the  26th  of  last  month, 
in  the  night,  being  armefli  entered  the  dwelling  hoofle  of  colonel 
Pickering  in  Wilkesbarre,  and  with  force  took  and  carried  him  away, 
&  detained  him  a  prisoner,  in  open  violation  of  the  law,  being 
brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  &  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq's 
Jostices  of  the  Peaoa  for  the  said  county,  and  asked  what  he  had  to 
say  to  the  charge,  answered,  that  he  was  guilty^.  He  then  made  a 
relation  of  the  circumstances  under  which  he  engaged  and  continued 
in  the  party,  in  order  to  shew  that  be  was  unwillingly  drawn  into  it; 
and  that,  after  he  had  been  at  Tioga  to  inquire  into  the  foundation 
of  the  proceedingSi  &  did  not  get  satisfaction,  &  had  returned  to  the 
party,  he  used  his  endeavours  with  the  party  to  get  colonel  Pickering 
set  at  liberty. 

The  above  examination  &  Confession  taken  &  made  the  19th  daj 
of  July,  1788,  before  us. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH,  \  Justices  of 
BBJ'N  CARPENTER.     J  the  Peace.* 


Deposition  of  Benbdict  Sattehlbe,  1788. 

County  of  Luaeme,  as.  July  19, 1788. 

Benedict  Satterlee  of  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Luzerne  yeoman, 
charged  with  joining  &  being  one  of  the  party  of  armed  men,  who 
with  force  entered  the  house  of  colonel  Pickering  in  Wilkesborough 
in  said  county,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  &  took  &  carried  him  away  and 
detained  prisoner,  was  brought  before  William  Hooker  Smith  & 
Benjamin  Carpenter  Esqrs.,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  said  County, 
and  being  asked  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  charge  aforesaid,  answered 
That  he  was  was  guilty.  He  farther  confesses  &  says  that  he  had 
not  heard  of  the  design  to  take  Colonel  Pickering,  untill  the  daj 
on  which  he  was  taken.  That  Frederick  Bndd  &  Ira  Manvil  oa 
that  day  came  to  him  at  his  School  house,  and  told  him  that  a  bond 
had  been  sent  to  Phila.  to  bail  Colonel  Franklin  according  to  di- 
rections from  the  Chief  Justice,  that  he  was  not  bailed,  &  that  the 
bond  was  kept.  That  he  Budd  had  come  with  a  party  to  take 
Colonel  Pickering  as  a  hostage  to  redeem  Colonel  Franklin,  and 
asked  the  confessor  to  join  the  party,  which  he  declined,  but  at 
length  said  he  would  go  and  see  them,  which  he  did,  but  without 
joining  them,  and  came  and  attended  his  school  that  afternoon. 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  606. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIYBS  1788.  84§ 

That  he  and  Manvil  afterwarda  went  down  to  the  river  to  see  the  party, 
where  he  was  strongly  urged,  for  full  three  qnsrters  of  an  honr  to 
join  them,  they  saying  that  Uiey  had  a  eood  foundation  for  their 
prooeedinga,  that  they  were  to  have  reward,  or  to  be  made  good  for 
their  trouhle,  and  when  he  still  declined,  John  Hyde  jr.,  one  of  the 
party  said  full  two  thirds  of  the  settlement  were  with  them,  ft  that 
if  he,  the  confeisor,  did  not  join  them,  he  would  not  be  able  to  live 
in  the  settlement,  and  he  consented  to  j<»n  them. 
Taken  and  made  before  us, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, )  Justices  of 
SENJ.  CARPENTER,      /  the  Peace. 


Copt,  Comhitmbnt  of  two  Wyquisq  Insurgents,  1788. 

lioieme  County  ss. — ^To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Lnseme  and 
[asAL]  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton 

in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  Greeting. 

[sbal]  Whereas  complaint  has  been  n^ade  to  us  William 
Hooker  Smith  and  Benjamin  Carpenter  Esquires  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  said  County  of  Lnseme  against  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict 
Statterlee  both  of  the  same  County,  Yeomen,  for  that  they  said  Iia 
and  Benedict  with  divers  other  persons  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of 
June  last  in  the  night»  being  armed  with  guns  &  other  weapons,  and 
most  of  them  having  their  faces  disfigured,  surrounded  and  entered 
the  dwelling  house  of  Timotby  Pickering  Esqr.,  at  Wilkesbarre  in 
said  County  of  Luierne  and  seized  and  bound  him  and  carried  him 
away,  and  detained  him  a  prisoner  until  the  fifteenth  Instant  in 
fliuriant  violation  of  the  peace,  of  which  Crime  they  have  this  day 
before  us  confessed  themselves  guilty.  Therefore  in  the  name  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  we  Command  you  the  said  Sheriff 
of  Loaeme  to  take  and  safely  convey  the  said  Ira  and  Benedict  to 
the  Common  Coal  of  the  said  County  of  Northampton  and  there  de- 
liver them  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Northampton,  and 
you  the  said  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Northampton  are  in  like 
manner  commanded  to  receive  and  keep  in  close  custody  the  bodies 
of  the  said  Ira  Manvil  and  Benedict  Satterlee  untill  they  shall  be 
delivered  by  due  course  of  Law.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals 
the  nineteenth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ono  thousand 
seven  hundred  &  eighty  eight. 

(Signed,)  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
Indaned  thereon,  BENJN.  CARPENTER. 

Commitment  pursuant  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the 
29th  day  of  September  1787.        (Signed,)    T.  PICKERING, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Luieme. 

Copy,  Jnly  26th,  1788.  ROB.  TRAILL. 
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TiifOTHY  PiosBRiNa  TO  FRSfi.  Franklik,  1788. 

Wtlkaibarrey  July  19, 1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  die  pleasure  to  mfbrm  yoti  and  the  honcmrable  CSomieil 
that  I  am  restored  to  idj  liberty.  The  bawl  of  mffians  who  took 
me,  finding  themselves  unmpported,  eyen  by  the  men  who  adviaed 
and  directed  them  in  the  affair,  came  to  me  last  Monday  with  pro- 
posals to  set  me  at  liberty,  saying  they  bad  been  advisd  by  their 
friends  &  one  of  the  magistrates  whom  they  had  seen,  to  make  their 
peace  with  me,  &  petition  Council  for  a  pardon.  With  respect  to 
myself  I  told  them,  that  the  injnry  was  very  great  &  that  I  was  en- 
titled to  heavy  damages,  that  nevertheless  1  would  forgive  the  perso- 
nal injury  on  the  single  condition  of  their  strict  obedience  to  the 
laws  in  future.  This  they  said  tbey  were  billing  to  comply  with, 
and  become  engaged,  the  whole  for  each  one  of  the  party ;  and  on 
failure  by  any  otie  the  whole  to  be  still  liable  to  my  action.  Tbey 
then  pressed  me  to  intercede  with  Council  for  the  pardon  they 
should  petition  for,  but  I  refused.  However,  as  they  continued  their 
importunities,  I  at  length  f^ld  them,  that  on  one  condition  I  would 
intercede  for  them,  this  was,  that  they  should  give  me  the  names  of 
all  their  head  men  (as  tbey  called  them)  and  advisers.  They  took 
time  to  consider  of  it,  'till  the  next  day,  when  they  finally  declined 
it.  niey  then  begged  me  to  forwaifd  their  petition  to  Connoil,  as 
they  should  not  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  it.  This  I  told  them 
I  would  do,  and  I  now  inclose  it.  The  last  name  of  the  petif^onera 
I  have  dashed  out ;  the  young  man  having  joined  the  party  but  a 
few  days  before  I  was  released,  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  discover* 
iag  their  lurking  places,  that  he  might  conduct  a  party  to  relievo 
me.  This  young  man  has  since  collected  three  or  four  of  his  acquaint- 
ances, and  with  them  lain  in  wait  for  two  of  the  party,  whose  intended 
movements  he  was  informed  of  while  with  them,  and  just  before  day 
yesterday  morning,  took  both  of  them,  and  last  night  these  two  were 
sent  off  to  be  lodged  in  Eeston  'goal.  The  party  were  also  very 
urgent  with  me  to  intercede  for  Franklin's  being  admitted  to  bail  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  this  I  utterly  refused  to  do.  They  expressed 
their  fears  that  if  not  soon  released  he  would  die  in  goal,  and  wished 
me  to  believe,  that  it  was  not  for  the  sake  of  getting  him  into  the 
county  again  that  they  were  so  anxious  for  his  enlargement ;  M  if 
bailed  on  condition  of  his  residing  with  his  father  in  Oonneeticiit 
they  should  bo  perfectly  satisfed.  They  added  That  Major  Jenkins 
bad  said  that  if  Franklin  had  been  released  on  the  bail  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia, it  was  his  intention  that  he  should  remain  here  not  more 
than  a  month,  just  to  settle  his  affairs  &  get  new  cloatbs, 
when,  he  would  leave  it  Altho'  no  reliance  is  generalle  to  be  put  on 
what  Jenkins  says  in  such  oases,  yet  it  is  probable  he  spoke  the 
truth  in  this  instance,  for  both  he  and  several  others  of  Franklins 
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pricipal  adherents  are  oloseljr  conneeted  with  Livipgistoo,  JUcEiDstrj 
&  otherd,  now  usually  called  the  Y6rk  Lessees,  who  have  a  plan  to 
execute^  as  I  have  heretofore  taken  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to 
Council.  Jenkins  and  Swift,  by  the  last  aocoatits,  were  7)0th  with 
the  lessees  at  Canadesago  lake,  Where^they  expect  to  hold  a  treaty 
with  the  Indiana.  From  the  testimoay  of  the  young  man  who  has 
turned  States  Evidence,  there  is  roonl  to  believe  that  Livingston  k 
McEinstry  encouraged  the  party  to  detain  me  as  a  hoata^  for 
Franklin's  release.  The  reason  is  obvious,  But  there  is  anoUier  of 
the  party  which  took  me,  who  knows  more,  &  the  Justioes  ha^  ae&t 
him  a  passport  to  come  down  &  give  his  evidence*  To  this  and  the 
other  the  Justices  have  given  the  usual  assurances  of  a  pardon  oii 
condition  of  their  making  full  discoveries  of  the  whole  soese  of 
villainy.  These  two  persons^  after  I  was  released,  and  was  on  my 
way  homo,  sent  me  a  message  declaring  their  readiness  to  turn 
States  evidence  if  they  could  be  pardoned.  Council,  I  trusty  will 
eventuHlly  cause  the  ezpeotationa  of  pardon  to  theae  two  witnesses  to 
be  fulfilled,  agreeable  to  the  encouragement  held  up  to  them  by  the 
XQagistcatea  &  me. 

I  have  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant^ 
TIMOTHY  PICKEEING.* 

His  Ezcellenoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


CSBTIVIOATB  OF  GaOLEB  RSSPBCTIKa  MaKYIL  AlJTD   SaTT- 
BRtBB,   1T88 

I  do  Certify  that  Thomas  Drake  has  this  day  delivered  into  the 

Ooalof  the  County  of  Northampton  the  bodies  of  Ira  Maneviland 

Henediet  Satterlee  committed  as  being  two  of  the  persons  concerned 

in   apprehenning  Timothy  Pickering  Esq.,   lately  at  Wyoming. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Easton  July  2l8t,  1788. 

HENRY  BUSH,  Goaler. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602,  606,  607. 
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CoNTEUPT  ov  CouEi — ^Elkazbb  Oswald,  1788. 
Bespublica 


Eleazxb  Oswald. 


In  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  State 
of  Pennnsjlvania. 


At  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylyania,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Jnlj,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  one 
thoQsand,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  by  several  adjourn- 
ments from  the  second  day  of  the  same  month!  Before  the  Honor- 
able Thomas  MeKean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice  and 
his  associates.  Justices  of  the  said  Court.  Mr.  Lewis  produced  to 
the  Court  an  affidavit  of  Andrew  Brown,  plaintiff,  in  a  certain  cause 
depending  in  the  same  Court,  wherein  the  said  Eleaser  Oswald  is 
defendant,  stating  divers  papers  and  facts,  which  papers  were  pro- 
duced and  read«  and  thereupon,  and  upon  James  Martin  and  Thomas 
Proctor,  Esouire,  being  sworn  and  examined,  he  moves  that  a  Bule 
be  granted  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  shew  cause  why  an  attach- 
ment should  not  issue  against  him  for  a  contempt  of  this  court,  as 
stated  in  the  said  affidavit,  Whereupou,  Bule  that  the  said  Eleazer. 
Oswald  shew  cause  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  instanti 
accordingly : 

14tb  day  of  July,  1788,  Eleazer  Oswald  appeared  in  open  oourt| 
agreeably  to  the  rule  of  the  12th  day  of  July,  instant,  and  there- 
upon, the  said  affidavit  and  papers  were  read  to  him,  among  which 
was  a  piece  under  the  signature  of  Eleazer  Oswald,  contained  in  a 
public  Newspaper  of  the  first  day  of  July,  instant,  stiled  the  Inde- 
pendent Qazetteer  or  the  Chronicle  of  ^eedom.  Volume  7th,  No. 
796;  the  publication  whereof  from  the  printing  office  of  the  said 
Eleazer  Oswald  was  proved  to  the  court  on  the  oath  of  James  Mar- 
tin, whereupon,  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  was  demanded  by  the  court 
whether  he  would  answer  sratis  to  interrogatories  to  be  exhibited  to 
him  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  contempt  charffed  against  him  aa 
aforesaid,  and  proved  upon  him  by  the  said  affidavits  and  papers; 
who  thereupon  by  his  Counsel,  Mr.  Sergeant,  prayed  that  he  might 
have  time  to  consider  of  his  answer  thereto,  'tUl  to-morrow,  and 
that  he  might  ^ve  bail  for  that  purpose,  which  prayer  was  accord- 
ingly granted  him ;  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald 
enter  into  a  recognizance  himself  in  two  hundred  pounds,  and  one 
good  surety  in  two  hundred  pounds,  or  two  ffood  sureties,  in  one 
hundred  pounds  each,  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  personally  be 
and  appear  at  a  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  for  the 
said  State,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'Clock;  to  answer  in  the 
premises,  and  not  depart,  &c. 

Eleazer  Oswalds  tent  in  £200 

Blair  McClenachan  tent  in  £200 
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Up<m  oonditioB  thai  the  aaid  Eletse'r  Oswald  pmanally  be  «d4 
appear  at  a  Supreme  Court  to  be  held  ai  Philadelphia  to-ttorrow 
mommg  at  10  o'olook  to  aaewer,  fte.,  and  set  deput,  &e. 

IQ  o'elock,  A.  M.,  15  July,  1788,  personallj  appeared  Eleaxe? 
Oawald  in  ODea  Court,  and  thereupon,  the  eaid  Eleaier  Oiwald  wae 
demanded  whether  he  would  Toluatarily  answer  to  interrogatories  to 
be  exhibited  to  him  to  ezoulpate  himself  fron  the  charge  of  a  coi^ 
tempt  proved  against  him  as  aforesaid,  or  enter  into  a  Reoognisanoe 
for  that  purpose,  who  refused  the  same  declaring  that  he  would  not 
answer  interrogatories :  whereupon  it  is  considered  bj  the  Court 
here,  that  the  said  Eleazer  Oswald  for  the  eont^mpt  aforesaid  be 
committed  to  the  Common  Goal  of  Philadelphia  Coanty  for  the 
space  of  one  month,  pay  a  fine  of  Ten  pounds  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  discharge  the  costs  of  proseoation,  and  in  the 
mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff's  Custody. 

I  oextify  that  the  above  is  a  tme  transcript  of  the  Record  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  Witness  my  hand  the  21st  day  of  July,  1788. 

EDW.  BURD, 
Prot.  Sup.  Court. 


Andrew  Brown, 

V. 

Eleazxb  Oswald. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pentisyl- 
vania  to  July  term,  1788. 


Andrew  Brown,  ^be  plaintiff  in  this  cause  maketh  oath  that  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  June  last,  he  aued  out  of  this  Honorable 
Court,  a  Capias  ad  respondendum  against  the  above  named  Eleaaer 
Oswald,  for  making  and  publishing  against  this  Deponent  a  libel 
under  the  signature  of  <*faot  or  Blunt,''  published  in  the  Independ^ 
ent  Gazetteer  of  the  27th  of  December,  Anno  Domini,  1786,  and  a 
certain  other  Libel,  under  the  signature  of  <^  Peep,''  published  in  the 
same  Gazetteer  of  the  26th  of  January  last,  and  a  certain  otheje 
Libel  under  the  Signature  of  <<  A  Foe  to  scribbliog  Danoes,  and 
pseudo  Patriots,"  published  in  the  same  paper,  on  the  81st  January 
last,  and  a  certain  oU^er  Libel  under  the  signature  of  <'  No  Tiffany," 
published  in  the  same  paper  on  the  14th  of  March  last ;  and  a  cer- 
tain other  libel  under  the  signature  of  Obediah  Forceps,  published 
in  the  same  paper  on  the  22nd  of  March  last ;  and  on  the  same 
fourteenth  day  of  Jane  last,  delivered  the  said  Capias  to  Stephen . 
Page,  a  Sheriff's  Officer,  with  a  request  to  serve  the  same  as  soon  as 
possible.  That  the  said  defendant  having  some  time  after  been 
arrested,  served  a  notice  on  this  Deponent  to  appear  before  tho 
Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  to  shew  cause  of  bail  in  the  said 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XV.,  pp.  496,  501,  603,  604,  606,  606. 
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tuition ;  that  this  Deponent  appeared  aoeordingly,  and  by  his  Coansel 
shewed  and  read  all  the  said  publioations  in  the  presence  and  hear* 
ing  of  the  said  Oswald  as  eaase  of  bail  in  the  said  action,  and  thai 
on  the  next  day  the  publication  under  the  signature  of  Eleaser 
Oswald  addressed  to  the  public  in  the  said  Oazetteer,  appeared  in  the 
said  Qasetteer,  and  this  Deponent  doth  further  say,  that  the  said 
Jileaaer  Oswald  is  the  printer  and  publisher  of  the  said  paper,  en- 
titled the  Independent  Gazetteer,  in  which  the  said  publioations 
appeared. 

AND'W  BROWN. 
Sworn  the  12th  July,  1788, 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  open 
Court,  Edwaed  Burd,  Proth. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Deposition  of 
Andrew  Brown  alluded  to  in  ihe  Reoord  hereto  annexed,  witness 
my  hand  the  2l8t  day  of  July,  1788. 

ED'W  BURD, 
Prot.  Sup.  Court 


y.  p.  MUHLENBERa  TO  DSLEOATlS  IN  COUNOIL— WTOMmOy 

1788. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  22ttd,  1788. 
Gentlemen : 

By  the  direction  of  Council,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yon,  that 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Board,  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  make  direct 
application  to  the  Honble  the  Congress  requesting  them  to  permit 
the  Continental  Troops,  now  preparing  to  march  to  the  westward,  to 
be  employed  for  a  limited  time  against  the  Wyoming  insurgents, 
orders  will  Issue  imediately  to  supply  the  Troops  with  provisions  &e. 
at  Easton  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  is  known,  &  if  the  applica- 
tion should  moot  the  approbation  of  Congress  proper  steps  will  be 
taken  to  supply  the  Troops  with  all  necessaries  during  the  march 
from  thence  while  employed.    The  Board  wish  for  the  earliest  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  success  of  the  application,  that  they  may , 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  an  offioer  to  command  in  chief. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  Y.  P.* 
Directed, 

Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress  at  New 
York. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  406,  see  also  p.  842,  862  of  this. 
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V.  p.  MtJHLiKBBRO  TO  Lt.  Zebulon  Butlbb,  1788. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia^  July  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
favor  by  Mr.  Wigton*  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  to  you,  their 
entire  approbation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  officers  of  government  la 
Luzerne  relative  to  the  Rioters.  Council  are  so  well  assured  that 
every  thing  possible  will  be  done  by  you,  that  they  have  hitherto 
postponed  the  raising,  &  marching  troops  to  your  assistanoei  until 
oiroumstances  shall  otherwise  direct.  You  will  be  pleased  to  assure  the 
officers  of  Government  &  the  well  affected  Inhabitants,  that  if  it  is 
necessary  they  will  on  application  be  immediately  supported  by  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  troops,  and  in  all  probability  a  body  of  Continental 
Troops  will  be  directed  to  assist  in  expelling  the  Rioters  out  of  the 
Boundaries  of  this  State;  to  effect  this  completely,  proper  measures 
have  been  concerted  with  the  States  of  New  York  &  Jersey.     ' 

Council  further  request  you  would  be  pleas'd  to  give  them  the 
earliest  intelligence,  if  circumstances  should  take  an  unfavorable  turn. 
That  they  may  immediately  take  the  necessary  measures,  as  they  are 
fully  determined  to  enforce  the  Laws  &  to  restore  order  &  good 
government  in  Luzerne. 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  C.  J.  McKean,  1788. 

Secretary's  office,  Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  inclosed  a  copy  of  a 
Besolution  of  Council  dated  yesterday  upon  the  petitions  of  Abraham 
Doan  and  Levi  Doan  who  are  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City, 
nnder  sentence  of  death  upon  an  Outlawry — and  at  the  same  time 
by  direction  of  Council  am  to  inform  you  that  a  certain  Jacob  Dryer 
who,  in  the  year  1787,  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary  and  was  pardoned 
bj  Council,  is  now  recommitted  to  the  Jail  of  this  City  charged  with 
another  Capital  offence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 

JAMES  TRIMBLB,t 
for  Charles  Biddle,  Sec'y. 
ZHreeted, 

Honorable  Thomas  McEean,  Esq'r,  Chief  Justice  of  Penn'a. 

♦  July  9,  see  page  330,  and  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  493. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  497,  600. 
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BssoLUiiON  07  C0HQJIE8S— Wtovzhg^  1788. 

July  25th,  1788. 
By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

Sesolvedi  That  the  Secretary  at  War  direct  the  detachment  of 
Troops  marching  to  the  westward  to  rendezvous  at  Easton  in  PensyU 
▼ania,  and  from  thence  march  into  the  County  of  Luzerne  for  quelling 
the  disturbances  in  that  County ;  provided  the  Executive  Council  of 
Pensylvania  shall  find  the  assistance  of  those  troops  necessary; 
provided  also  that  the  said  Troops  shall  not  be  delayed  in  their  march 
to  the  Ohio,  more  than  two  weeks. 

CHA.  THOMSON,*  Sec^. 


Dbleqates  in  Congress  to  Prbs.  Franklin,  1788. 

New  York,  28th  July,  1788. 
Sir, 

•  We  had  the  honor  to  oflFer  for  the  consideration  of  Concress  two 
applications  from  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  Union,  one  dated 
the  18th,  and  the  other  the  22nd  Instant,  we  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  in  our  power  to  effect  a  speedy  determination,  the  result 
of  which  we  herewith  transmit; 
And  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  every  great  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  &  humble  Servants, 
WiM.  IRVINE, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
WM.  BINGHAM, 
JAMES  R.  RBID.f 

P.  S.— We  will  move  for,  and  hope  to  obtain  the  troops  as  long 
as  the  State  may  require  them. . 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602. 
t  Ibid  and  84'2,  860  of  this. 
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Sbcrbtaiit  of  CoNORBSfl  TO  Pkto.  Prakklin,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

July  28th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  tr&Dsmit  to  yoar  Excellency  herewith  eo* 
dosed,  an  act  of  the  United  States  in  Congreds  assembled,  whioli 
was  passed  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made  by  the  Delegates  of 
Pennsylvania,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  Supreme  Ezecntive^ 
Council. 

With  the  gtenieBt  rei^mt, 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Excellency's  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellaiicy,  tbe  Praaident  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Timothy  Pickering  to  Pres.  FRANKLm,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  28, 1788. 
Sir, 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  the  petition  of  the  ruffians  who  lately 
made  me  their  prisoner,  avd  that  I  inclosed  it  to  Council ;  but  forgofe 
to  do  it^  being  harried  by  the  bearer  of  that  letter  when  I  sealed  it, 
&  the  others  transmitted  with  it.  I  beg  leave  now  to  enclose  that 
Petition,  It  may  be  worth  preserving  a$  evidence  ag^ainst  the  pet^ 
tionen,  if  it  answers  no  other  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Hodgdon  I  received  several  advertisements  in  which 
Coanoil  offer  rewards  for  apprehending  the  villains  ooneemed  in  thai 
Act  of  violence.  I  sent  immediately  for  two  aotive  young  men  in 
•whom  I  could  confide,  I  engaged  them  to  make  up  a  party  to  go  in 
quest  of  the  offenders;  and  I  have  reason  to  think  they  might  have 
Bueoeeded,  •cold  the  enierpriae  have  been  kept  a  secret:  but  the 
Tiilains  have  too  many  abettors  among  those  who  are  or  pretend  to 
be  friends  ta  law  and  regular  government;  and  nnforiunately  alsoy 
the  offer  of  the  rewards  was  annoanoed  in  the  News  Papers  printed 
as  early  as  the  14th  instant;  &  Mr.  Hodgdon  did  not  arrive  till  the 
20th :  and  thus  an  expedition,  the  success  of  which  depended  on 
seoresy,  in  the  first  attempt  has  failed.     The  majority  of  the  party. 
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however,  yet  persevere,  and  mean  to  pnrsno  the  ofFeoders  as  long 
as  any  ohanoe  of  apprehending  them  remains.  I  have  pretty  eef  tain 
intelligenoe  that  four  of  them  have  fled  by  the  npper  road  thro'  the 
Great-Swamp;  and  these  will  doabtlesa  take  refuge  in  the  States  of 
New  York  &  Connocticnt.  Their  names  I  have  heard,  vis.  Daniel 
Earl,  Solomon  Earl,  Daniel  Taylor  &  Zebolon  Gady.  This  Daniel 
Earl  is  the  man  who  first  offered  to  turn  States  evidence ;  and  as  he 
was  probably  possessed  of  more  information  than  any  other  of  the 
party,  the  Jastices  sent  up  a  passport  for  him  to  come  down ;  bnt 
his  brother  Benjamin  having  been  taken,  he  fled  before  the  passport 
eould  reach  his  nsnal  residence. 

The  County  Lieutenant  has  shown  me  a  letter  from  Council, 
which  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Hodgdon.  I  read  it  with  pain :  be- 
cause it  indicate  a  continuanee  of  that  extreme  forbearance  &  in* 
decision  of  Government  which  have  been  the  bane  of  every  public 
measure  to  introduce  the  regular  &  full  operation  of  law  into  this 
county.  I  hope  Council  wiU  pardon  this  freedom  of  expression. 
My  exertions  to  eetablish  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  settle- 
ment have  been  constant  and  open :  they  have  consequently  exposed 
me  to  the  resentments  of  an  ungrateful  people :  But  expecting  a  due 
support  from  Government,  I  have  persevered.  Even  my  late  ignomi- 
nious imprisonment  did  not  discourage  me.  Distressing  as  it  was  to 
me  and  my  family,  I  did  not  repine :  For  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
idea,  that  much  public  good  would  result  from  the  evil :  I  persuaded 
myself  that  Government  would  now  take  decisive  measures  to  pro- 
duce a  due  submission  to  the  laws.  One  I  conceived  should  be  to 
send  and  station  in  this  county  a  permanent  military  force^  under 
a  brave,  sem^de  and  prudent  officer.  Nothing  else  will  prevent  or 
crush  the  plots  and  conspiracies,  or  restrain  the  open  violence  of  a 
turbulent  &  unreasonably  jealous  people.  Even  among  the  old 
settlers,  there  appear  to  be  few  who  do  not  anxiously  wish  for  Frank- 
lin's liberation.  This  violent  attachment  I  have  often  wondered  at. 
It  eannot  be  merely  the  effect  of  friendship,  affection  &  gralitode. 
The  consideration  of  interest  will  alone  solve  the  problem.  The  half* 
share-men  have  derived  their  imaginary  property  thro'  Fnnklin; 
and  by  him  only,  released  from  prison,  and  placed  at  their  head,  thej 
expect  to  maintain  it.  But  besides  these,  who  are  called  half-share- 
men  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  phrase,  thera  is  a  multitude  of  the 
old  settlers^  to  whom  Franklin  had  the  policy  to  grant  half-share- 
rights,  to  interest  them  in  the  support  of  his  plan  of  opposition  to 
Pennsylvania.  But  independently  of  the  influence  of  these  grantif  of 
half-share-rigfats,  the  old  settlera,  habUuaUy  jealous  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  doubting  whether  their  old  rights  of  possession  will  ever  be 
confirmed,  ardently  wish  for  Fhmklins  enlargement;  because,  with 
him  at  their  head,  they  may  hope  yet  to  maintain,  by  craft  and 
violence,  what  cannot  otherwise  be  secured.  However,  whether  I  have 
hit  on  the  real  cause  of  the  people's  attachment  Co  Franklin^  or  not^ 
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-«*tli»t  it  18  strong  lo  aa  astooiBluiig  degrae,  and  alaoBl  m  gesusnl 

as  it  is  strong,  are  serious  truths. 

The  other  measure  is  the  oonfirmation  of  the  old  teiikri  m  their 
rights  ft  posfiessions  regularly  acquired  before  the  decree  of  Trenton, 
according  to  the  tenour  of  the  confirming  law,  now  suspended ;  or  in 
some  other  waj  at  last  equally  comprehensive.  This  confirming  law, 
whether  revived  or  not,  added  to  their  other  grounds  of  claim,  it  is 
supposed  will  effectnallj  operate,  in  a  federal  court,  to  assure  to  this 
people  all  the  lands  therein  expressed  to  be  given  or  confirmed.  And 
there  can  be  no  question,  which  will  be  most  for  the  honour  of  the 
state,  voluntarily  to  estabHsh  its  own  grants,  or  to  let  them  be 
established  by  a  federal  court. — That  their  old  ponesiions  should  be 
confirmed,  seems  to  be  the  general  voice  of  all  disinterested  persons 
who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  very  commissioners 
who  pronounced  the  decree  in  favour  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  same. 
time  strongly  recommended  this  confirmation.  And  such  confirma- 
tioD  alone,  at  that  time^  it  is  morally  certain,  would  have  given  satis- 
faction— that  not  a  man  would  have  lifted  his  voice,  much  less  his 
arpa,  agamst  Government — that  peace  would  have  been  restored,  and 
the  laws  introduced — and,  with  these  blessings,  some  thousands  of 
orderly  settlers,  who  now  would  have  been  good  citizens,  enrichiog 
the  state  with  the  surplus  of  their  produce,  and  by  the  payment  of 
considerable  taxes,  contributing  to  the  support  of  Govern ment.  But 
the  opportunity  of  adopting  this  measure,  so  obviously  prudent  and 
expedient,  having  been  lost;  and  such  various  proceedings  and  events 
as  are  within  the  knowledge  of  Council,  having  since  taken  place, — 
aomething  more  seems  necessary  now,  to  secure  the  quiet  of  the 
oounty ;  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  nothing  short  of  the 
measures  above  mentioned  will  produce  that  salutary  effect. 

I  have  dared.  Sir,  thus  freely  to  express  my  sentiments^  from  a 
consideration  of  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  State,  &  a  feeling  sense  of  the 
duty  I  owe  to  myself  and  family. — My  coming  hither  was  not  origi- 
nally an  affair  of  my  own  seeking :  It  was  proposed  to  me — it  was 
ttrged  upon  me — on  the  ground  of  probability  that  I  might  be  the 
instrument  of  giving  peace  and  satisfaction  to  this  settlement,  k  save 
the  State  from  a  great  expence  of  blood  &  money  in  a  civil  war. 
On  this  ground  I  applied  for  the  offices  Government  have  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  me :  expecting,  it  is  true,  that  those  offices,  joined  to 
the  convenience  of  managing  to  more  advantage  the  lands  I  had 
taken  up  under  the  State,  within  or  adjoining  the  county,  would 
ultimately  compensate  for  the  difficulties  I  should  have  to  encounter 
hi  effecting  so  desirable  an  issue  of  this  inveterate  dispute.  I  have 
now  too  much  reason  to  repent  the  confidence  with  which  I  engaged 
in  this  undertaking.  What  have  been  the  repeated  distresses  of  my- 
self and  family,  and  what  losses  I  must  have  sustained.  Govern- 
ment can  easily  imagine.  Whether  these  distreses  shall  be  renewed, 
and  whether  I  shall  finally  be  ruined,  God  knows :  The  measures 
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Hhkh  Oovetvaient  shall  now  md^i^  will  prolMbly  detormlBe  my  ftite 

— and  the  fate  of  the  county. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

very  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  Excelleucy's 

moat  obedient  Bertant 

TIMOTHY  PICKBRINO.* 
Dipectedy 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Zebulon  Butler  to  V.  P-  Muhlknbbro,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  by  Mr.  Wigtont  was  handed  me  in  five  days  after 
its  date — am  very  happy  to  find  oy  it  that  Council  are  satisfied  with 
those  in  office  in  using  their  endeavours  to  quell  the  tumult  lately 
made  in  our  County  by  those  who  made  Colo.  Pickering  a  Prisoner. 
Every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  that  could  be^  to  retake  Coll.. 
Pickering  and  restore  again  peace  and  regularity  among  us^-and  our 
efforts  have  been  so  far  successful  as  to  oblige  the  Sioters  to  release 
their  Prisoner  and  meditate  their  escape  from  our  County.  Sioca 
the  letter  by  the  express  to  Council  was  carried,  the  SherifiTa  Posse. 
who  at  that  time  marched  up  the  Biver,  returned  without  doing 
much. — The  situation  of  those  places  to  which  the  Rioters  usually 
resorted,  was  so  very  peculiar  that  it  was  found  impraotioable  to 
meet  them  with  any  kind  of  advantage,  if  to  meet  with  them  at  all« 
Finding  this  to  be  the  case  a  numb^  of  Volunteers  soon  after  the 
return  of  the  Posse  stole  a  march  upon  the  Rioters  and  made  of 
them  Prisoners  to  the  number  of  three,  but  then  I  ought  to  remark 
the  night  before  their  capture  Colo.  Pickering  was  released  and  sent 
down  the  River  to  his  family.  Since  which  time  another  Party 
have  been  up,  and  some  of  whom  have  this  day  returned  with. 
Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the  Rioters,  dangerously  wounded.  He  was 
taket^  yesterday,  at  a  Creek  called  Yosocks — ^in  company  with  hioi| 
were  eight  more  who  unfortunately  made  their  escape.  A  very  few 
shots,  if  any  were  exchanged  in  the  attack — By  their  route  and  whei 
information  we  can  get,  they  were  on  their  march  from  this  State  to 
the  Lakes.  Their  situation  is  very  precarious.  The  People  at 
Tioga  point  aremostly  under  arms,  and  are  now  in  pursuit  of  the 
remainder  of  the  Rioters,  and  in  all  probability  have  before  this 
either  drove  them  from  the  County  or  made  them  Prisoners.  A  full 

♦  See  Col.  Ee<s.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605. 
j-  See  page  851. 
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detenniaadon  eeems  to  be  in  every  one's  mind;  to  crash  and  disperse 
all  those  who  have  been  active  in  the  riot.  It  gives  tne  singalar 
satisfaction  to  fiud  that  an  attachment  to  government  very  univer- 
sally prevails  among  the  People.  Any  force  necessary  to  the  free 
oircalation  of  Law  or  to  quell  simular  disturbances  to  the  one  lately 
taken  place,  we  can  raise  at  any  hour. 

Council  encourages  if  any  assistance  should  be  necessary,  that  it 
sball  be  granted  us.  We  return  them  our  most  hearty  thanks  for 
their  assurances,  but  have  every  reason  to  conclude  that  the 
People  of  the  County  (by  a  very  great  majority,)  are  so  strongly 
attached  to  government  as  to  be  able  and  willing  to  baffle  and  defeat 
all  the  machinations  of  the  feW;  who  are  disaffected  without  any 
assistance  from  the  State. 

Never  before  this,  could  I  determine  with  much  precision  what 
defence,  for  the  support  of  Law  would  be  made  by  the  People  of 
the  County,  if  necessary.  But  I  now  may  with  propriety  I  believe 
assert^  the  advocates  for  government  are  so  numerous,  that  wo  never 
shall  again  be  disturbed  with  such  tumults  and  dissentions  aa  we 
have  been  in  times  past. 

By  the  concession  of  all  those  whom  we  have  now  in  custody, 
they  have  been  most  grossly  deluded  by  a  very  few  designing  Char- 
acters, in  whom  by  woful  experience  they  find  no  kind  of  confidence 
ought  to  be  placed.  Indeed,  not  only  they,  but  others,  on  whom 
we  have  ever  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  are  now  of  the  same  opinion. 
Very  generally  the  People  seem  now  bent  on  peace,  and  will  if 
Becessary,  to  obtain  it  hazard  their  lives  with  much  readiness  and 
freedom,  and  the  late  rupture  instead  of  diminishing,  has  encreased 
the  friends  of  government.  With  this  opinion  I  set  myself  down 
promising  to  the  Inhabitants  as  well  as  to  myself  order  and  regu« 
larity  for  the  future. 

I  am  with  Esteem, 

your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  servant, 

ZEBN.  BUTLER. 

N.  B. — ^By  Capt.  Sohotts  I  am  informed  that  in  consequenoe  of 
representations  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  expedition  up  the  Biver 
his  character  suffers  much  in  the  view  of  Council.  I  have  only  to 
inform  that  he  was  censured  here,  and  on  his  own  request,  I  sum- 
moned from  the  Battalion  a  number  of  Company  officers  who  com- 
poeed  a  regular  Court  of  inquiry,  and  after  hearing  the  Complaint 
and  the  defence  of  Capt.  SchottS;  the  Court  acquited  him  with 
honour. 

yours  as  above, 

Z.  B.* 
JJireeUdf 

To  the  Honourable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Y.  President;  Philadelphia/ 

♦  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605. 
Vol.  XI— 16 
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EVIDKKCB  OF  JOBL  WhITCOMB,   &C.,  1788. 

The  evidenoe  of  Jod  Whttcomlf. 

The  8*  Joel  testifys  that  one  Aaron  Eilbotini  told  him  to  tell 
Mr.  Eeeney  Tthe  Prisoner,)  that  he  moet  come  down  to  Capt 
Dudleys,  for  tne  Troops  were  coming  np,  and  if  the  Troops  should 
not  be  at  Mishoping  to  go  down  as  far  as  Tankhannak.  This  same 
information,  bj  special  direction  he  gave  to  Garret  Smith,  who  re- 
plied that  he  hart  his  arm  and  could  not  very  well  go.  The  said 
Witoomb  further  testifies^  that  in  the  afternoon  (on  the  same  day,) 
he  was  at  Dudley's  Mill  and  saw  a  Number  of  the  Rioters  there, 
among  whom  were  Daniel  Solomon  &  Benjamin  Earle,  Gideon  & 
Joseph  Dudley,  David  Woodward  and  some  others  whom  he  knew 
not.  In  general  they  observed  that  they  must  have  s*  Eeeney  & 
said  Smith  along  with  them.  He  further  says  that  a  bag  of  flower 
was  taken  out  of  a  Oanoe  and  carried  to  Mr.  Eilboum  (the  Prisoner's 
house,)  to  be  baked  for  the  Rioters.  He  further  heard  them  say 
after  the  Troops  had  come  up  the  River  that  they  had  fired  on  diem 
and  would  again  when  opportunity  offer'd. 

Mr.  Keeney,  the  Prisoner. 

Says  thai*  he  has  been  seen  under  arms  he  suppoaes  stnoe  tha 
iakinff  of  Colo.  Pickering,  but  his  Reasons  for  it  were  thesoi 
WsDting  some  tobaooo  and  Cabbage  Plants  and  hearing  of  none 
nearer  than  Mr.  Parke's  he  took  his  Canoe  and  arms  went  af^r  the 
plants  with  an  inteationi  (after  getting  them,)  to  hunt  up  Mahoop- 

toner  Creek.  He  saw  the  Rioters  and  says  that  those  mentioned 
y  the  above  witness  were  among  them.  He  wholly  denies  of  ever 
joining  them  or  in  the  least  oountenaneiog  their  imprudent  plan. 
Capt.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Eilburni  meaning  the  Prisoners  did  counte- 
nance the  proceedings. 

Elijah  Reynolds,  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  saw  some  grain  in  bags  carried  to  the  Rioters  from 
Mr.  Tylers  house  by  one  of  Mr.  Kilboum's  boys,  but  denies  of  ever 
having  aided,  or  in  the  least  assisted  the  Rioters.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  plan  of  takina  Colo.  P.,  nntill  informed  by  Tyler's  family. 
The  Rioters  informed  of  nothing  what  their  designs  were,  but  he 
imagined,  altho'  they  said,  when  they  began  their  march  that  thej 
were  going  a  hunting,  their  designs  were  to  take  Colo.  P. 
JoKph  Earl,  Prisoner. 

GiayB  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plan  of  taking  Cdo.  P.,  until  it 
was  accomplished;  at  the  time  his  Sons  and  others  went  down  the 
River  he  was  returning  from  Wilksbarre  home.  On  his  arrival  he 
found  his  wife  in  tears,  and  upon  requesting  the  Cause  she  said  the 

Boys  were  gone  to  take  Col.  P .    In  a  little  time  afterwards, 

they  returned  to  his  house  A  Colo.  P.  a  Prisoner  with  them.    They 
11  tarried  a  while  at  his  house;  and  towards  evening  Colo.  P.  was 
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taken  aoron  tbe  Biver.  His  three  Sods,  two  Dadlejs  Mid  Hjd 
carried  him  over. 

Ephraim  l^ler.  Prisoner^  iasning  Gommiflsarj. 

Says  that  the  Rioters  had  of  him  eighteen  pounds  of  Pork,  bat 
denies  that  he  ever  was  privy  to  the  plan  of  taking  Oolo.  P. 
Martin  Dudley^  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  was  intirely  ignorant  of  the  design  and  plan  of  taking 

Colo.  P nntil  after  it  was  accomplished.     He  has  uniformly 

advised  his  Sons  since  and  others  oonoern'd;  to  release  Colo.  P.  and 
submit  themselves  to  law. 
Jo9eph  KUhourUj  Prisoner. 

Says  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  plan  of  taking  Colo.  P , 

but  advised  his  son  not  to  be  one  of  the  Party,  (Mark  the  contra- 
diction.) He  says  that  John  Hyde  was  at  his  house  last  Sunday^ 
going  as  he  supposed  .to  the  Point,  upou ^business.  He  confesses 
that  his  fiunily  baked  bread,  which  he  supposed  went  to  the  use  of 
the  Rioters.  On  the  whole  be  confessed  himself  to  have  been  under 
a  false  delusion  and  privy  to  all  that  has  taken  place.  Informed 
was  he  (as  be  confesses,)  that  a  step  of  the  kind  would  meet  the 
approbation  of  the  County  at  large,  but  finds  now  that  he  has  been 
deceived,  and  he  believes  other  Persons  concerned  are  not  less  sen* 
sible  of  it. 


Col,  Timothy  PiCKBRiNa  to  Pees.  Frakklin,  1788,    ' 

Wilkesbarre,  July  29th,  1788. 
Sir, 

This  morning  was  brought  hither  Joseph  Dudley,  one  of  the 
persons  who  took  me  oflF,  &  for  apprehending  whom  Council  have 
offered  a  reward.  He  is  badly  wounded,  it  is  apprehended  mortally. 
The  party  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  worn  out  with 
continual  watching  &  fatigue,  had  dropped  their  pursuit,  save  one» 
whose  name  is  John  Tuttle.  He  went  farther  up  the  river  & 
informed  a  captain  Rosewell  Franklin  that  a  number  of  the  offenders 
were  making  their  escape  up  the  river.  Capt.  Franklin  immediately 
oolleoted  a  party  of  about  fourteen,  and  on  further  information  from 
one  or  two  other  persons,  well  attached  to  Government,  that  the 
ofienders  were  at  a  certain  time  at  Standing  Stone,  on  their  way  up 
the  river,  he  concluded  to  lie  in  wait  for  3iem  at  Wysock's  creek. 
The  offenders  advanced  according  to  the  information.  Bat  it  was 
expected,  as  the  creek  was  much  swoln  with  rains,  that  they  would 
have  called  to  the  house  on  the  other  sida  for  a  canoe ;  when  it  was 
iDtended  that  one  of  capt.  Franklin's  party  should  go  over  for  them, 
liat  on  his  return,  overset  the  canoe;  and  by  thus  wetting  all  their 
arms  k  amunition,  render  the  c^ture  of  tbem  easy,  without  hazard 
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of  slieddiDg  blood,  on  either  side.  But  three  of  the  offenders,  Joseph 
Dadley,  Nathan  Abbot  &  Benjamin  Abbot,  came  first  to  the  ereek, 
and  forded  it.  Oapt.  Franklin  ordered  them  to  surrender:  when 
Dudley  called  out  DorCifirt — jet  immediately  raised  his  rifle  to  his 
face,  on  which  several  of  Capt.  Franklin's  men  fired,  and  wounded 
Dudley  and  one  of  the  Abbots.  Bat  they  all  attempted  to  make 
their  escape — Dudley  ran  foar  hundred  yards  &  dropped,  &  while 
Tuttle  &  another  pursued  him,  the  Abbots  did  escape.  The  rest  of 
the  offenders  took  to  the  woods,  doubtless  with  an  intention  to  cross 
the  creek  two  or  three  miles  above  its  mouth.  Capt.  Franklin 
however,  rode  forward,  intending  to  go  as  far  up  as  Sheshequenunk, 
(within  four  miles  of  Tioga,)  or  higher,  to  prepare  the  people  to 
watch  for  the  coming  of  the  offenders  h  to  seize  them. 

This  day  a  woman  whose  son  lives  with  John  Jenkins,  informed 
me  that  he  had  sent  down  to  his  wife  to  prepare  to  move  with  her 
family  immediately  to  the  Lakes.  By  the  last  accounts  it  appeared 
that  Jenkins  was  engaged  to  survey  lands  in  that  country  for  the 
York  Lessees.  The  enclosed  memorandam  shows  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  party  who  took  and  kept  me  prisoner,  according  to  the 
latest  information  I  have  received.  Concerning  some  of  these,  the 
Justices,  as  well  as  myself,  wish  to  receive  some  direction  from 
Council  &  the  Chief-Justice  or  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  believe  that  in  my  former  letter  of  the  19th  or  20th  instant,  (I 
took  no  copy  of  it,)  I  informed  Council^that  Daniel  Earl'*'  was  the  first 
of  the  party  who  offered  to  turn  State's  Evidence,  and  discover  all 
concerned ;  and  that  he&  his  brother  Benjamin  the  next  day  sent  me 
a  message  that  they  both  would  turn  State's  evidence,  if  they  could  be 
pardoned.  Benjamin  was  afterwards  taken ;  and  his  information  on 
oath  I  now  enclose.  The  father,  Joseph  Earl,  who  had  been  com- 
mitted, but  was  discharged  for  want  of  evidence  against  him,  was 
entrusted  with  the  Justices  passport,  and  a  letter  from  me,  for  his 
son  Daniel :  bat  on  hearing  that  Benjamin  was  taken,  Daniel  fled, 
h  the  letter  &  passport  probably  have  not  yet  overtaken  him. 

The  father  of  William  Carney  came  down  last  week  to  enqnire 
whether  lenity  could  not  be  shown  him,  as  he  was  not  of  the  party 
when  I  was  taken,  &  left  it  some  time  before  I  was  released.  I 
advised  his  surrendering  himself,  as  a  further  recommeudatioD  to 
mercy.  This  day  he  appeared  and  gave  the  information  contained 
in  the  enclosed  paper,  which  I  believe  is  true,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge.  The  young  man  I  find  has  sustained  a  good  oharaoter  \ 
and  I  had  formed  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  him  during  the  day  he 
was  on  my  guard,  that  I  had  concluded  voluntarily  to  recommend 
him  to  mercy,  after  he  had  quitted  the  party,  &  some  days  before  I 
was  released^  he  sent  a  message  to  Esquire  Smithy  informing  that  he 
was  ready  to  deliver  himself  up. 

Noah  Phelps,  by  his  wife,  has  this  day  prayed  Esq.  Smith  that 
her  husband  might  be  admitted  to  bail ;  and  he  would  forthwith 
*  See  page  846,  353. 
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BOTrencleT  himself.  She  said  they  had  a  family  of  unall  childreD  to 
provide  for — a  haiTest  of  hay  and  grain  to  get  io^-and  none  to  help 
them :  That  her  husband  joined  the  party  unwillingly,  at  the  same 
time  that  Carney  joined  them,  and  under  similar  circamstances  of 
false  information  &  threats.  It  appeared,  however,  that  Phelps  was 
witii  the  party  as  late  as  the  15th  of  July  (the  day  before  I  was 
released)  and  that  he  has  not  sustained  a  clear  character :  therefore 
Esq.  Smith  did  not  think  proper  to  show  him  the  indulgence  ho 
gave  to  Carney,  whom  he  discharged  on  condition  of  his  appearing 
when  called,  to  do  whatever  shall  be  directed  by  the  Chief  Justice  or 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  several  of  hia  friends  also  verbally 
engaging  for  him. 

Joseph  Dudley  being  so  dangerously  wounded,  it  is  impofBible  for 
his  captors  to  take  him  to  Easton  jail :  Nevertheless  I  presume  they 
will  be  deemed  entitled  to  the  reward  as  if  they  had  delivered  him 
there.  Tuttle,  in  particular,  has  very  great  merit,  for  his  aeal  & 
perseverance.  Council  will  observe  one  name  to  the  petition  is 
erased :  It  is  Tuttles.  Having  made  the  party  believe  that  he  had 
joined  them  in  heart,  as  well  as  person,  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
sign  it  with  them.  He  proposed  the  stratagem  to  some  well  affected 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  my  place  of  eonfinement,  that 
ne  might  then  lead  a  party  to  deliver  me  &  seize  my  keepers.  He 
came  accordingly  to  my  retreat,  but  the  party  released  me  before 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  execute  the  plan.  He  also  made  me  a 
tender  of  his  services  to  go  to  the  Lakes  and  bring  off  John  Jenkins, 
he/ore  it  was  knoton  that  Government  had  offered  a  reward  /or 
apprehending  him.  And  this  was  a  principal  object  of  this  last 
expedition  which  Tuttle  says  he  would  have  pursuedj  had  not  his 
eompanions  given  out. 

In  the  expedition  in  which  captain  Boss  was  woanded,  diven 
elderly  men,  fathers  of  families,  were  made  prisoners,  and  brouffhi 
down  to  Wilkesbarre,  on  suspicion  that  they  were  abettors  of  the 
party  who  took  me.  Of  these  one  Reynolds  was  immediately 
discharged  for  want  of  evidence ;  and  Joseph  Earl  (who  had  been 
eommitted)  was,  for  the  same  reason,  discharged  on  the  19th  instant. 
Martin  Dudley,  (father  of  Qideon  k  Joseph  Dudley,)  Joseph  Kilbom 
(father  of  Timothy  &  Aaron  Kilbom,)  Nathan  Abbott  (father  of 
Nathan  and  Benjamin  Abbot,)  Ephraim  Tyler,  and  Thomas  Kinney, 
who  is  named  in  the  proclamation  of  Council,  still  remain  in  the  jail 
at  this  place.  These  men  have  applied  to  the  magistrates  to  admit 
them  to  bail :  but  as  they  have  been  committed  on  evidence  which 
the  Justices  deemed  sufBcient  to  warrant  the  measure,  their  authority 
now  to  admit  them  to  bail  is  doubted.  As  the  evidence  against 
them  does  not  appear  very  clear,  and  all  of  them  have  families 
in  distress,  some  of  them  miserably  poor,  perhaps  the  Justices  may 
be  prevailed  on  to  bail  them  :  Nevertheless,  I  am  very  desirous  that 
particular  directions  may  be  speedily  sent  up  concerning  them,  and 
all  others  whose  cases  1  have  particularly  described.     And  I  pray 
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GonQoil  to  take  order  in  the  matter  as  early  w  possible ;  and  that 
*   irhen  any  directions  are  to  come  from  the  Chief  Jostioe  or  Judges  of 
the  Sapreme  Coart^  that  they  may  be  requested  to  forward  them  as 
BOjyn  as  may  be. 

Stephen  Jenkins  (brother  of  John)  has  been  apprehended  (&  is 
now  in  jail  at  this  place)  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  evidence  against  hint 
in  B.  Earl's  deposition.  Daniel  Earl  also  told  me  that  Stephea 
Jenkins  was  as  deeply  concerned  in  the  plot  as  any  one. 

Gideon  Church  has  not  been  apprehended ;  because  good  policy 
seemed  to  require  that  a  door  should  be  left  open  for  repenting 
sinners.  He  went  out  with  the  three  first  parties  to  apprehend  the 
offenders  and  rescue  me.  By  the  last  company  of  Tolanteers  he  was 
chosen  their  captain,  and  conducted  with  snch  spirit  and  jadgement 
as  pleased  the  whole  of  them ;  and  they  acknowledge  that  if  they 
had  fallen  in  with  his  advice  they  should  doubtless  have  taken  nine 
of  the  offenders :  whereas  they  took  but  one,  B.  Earl. 

Old  Benjamin  Harvey  (who  lived  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Shawnee 
flat)  fled  a  f^w  days  after  I  was  taken,  and  said  (as  I  have  heard) 
that  some  others  would  be  obliged  to  follow  him :  yet  the  hint  in 
Wm.  Carney's  examination  is  the  only  evidence  which  has  yet 
appeared  against  him.  His  flying,  joined  with  his  former  ooiidnet| 
affords  a  strong  presumption  of  his  gnilt. 

Evening,  11  o'clock.     This  moment  tl^e  jailer  hero  applies  for  a 
winding  sheet,  informing  that  Joseph  Dudley  is  dead. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

T.  PICKERING.* 

P.S.  There  has  just  been  handed  me  a  transcript  of  the  examina- 
tion of  Thomas  Kinneyf  &  other  prisoners,  heads  of  families,  in  the 
jail  of  this  County,  which  I  enclose.  I  have  seen  another  aecoont 
of  their  examination  somewhat  different;  and  from  what  I  have 
heard,  I  oonclude  that  enclosed  is  imperfect.  Abbot's  examinatioDi 
I  am  informed,  was  private,  at  his  own  request,  and  the  Justices  did 
not  commit  it  to  paper.  It  is  expected  that  further,  and  stronger 
evidence  will  appear  against  all  or  most  of  them. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605. 
t  See  page  358-9. 
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James  Jacks  to  Secbrtabt  Bipdlb,  1788. 

8ir, 

Yesterday  I  Received  a  Letter  from  Council  dated  28ih  of  July. 
1788»  whereiD  was  inoloBed  a  Commission  to  Michael  Hublej,  Es- 
quire^  appoiDting  him  President  of  the  County  Court,  Common 
Pleas,  Quarter  Sessions,  of  the  Peace,  and  Jail  deliverj,  &o.,  in  and 
for  the  County  of  Lancaster,  wherein  there  is  a  Postscript  mention* 
ing  that  Jacob  Beigar,  Esqr.,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Graff,  have  applied 
to  Council  for  Separate  Commissions  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
Common  Pleas,  as  they  were  both  named  in  the  two  ComnissioDs, 
and  desiring  me  to  inform  you  whether  the  President  or  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Council  signed  the  Commissions  to  these  Gentlemen,  or 
whether  General  Armstrong,  the  late  Secretary,  attested  the  same, 
or  James  Trimble  for  him. 

Both  Commissions  are  dated  5th  March,  1787,  Signed  by  Charles 
Biddle,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  &  attested  by  James  Trunble^  for 
John  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Seor'y. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 

your  most  Obedient,  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  JACKS. 

Lancaster,  5th  August,  1788. 

Indor$edj 
From  James  Jacks,  Esquire,  Beeorder  of  Lancaster  County. 

Directed^ 

Charles  Kddle^  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Council,  in 
Philadelphia. 

^  Post. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Timothy  PicKEEiNa,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  6tb,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  bv  tSie  Board  to  inform  you  that  your  Letter  of  the 
19th  of  July*  did  not  reach  them  until  Thursday  last,  and  tho'  it 
was  generally  reported  that  the  Insurgents  had  liberated  &  permitted 
your  return  to  your  Family,  yet  your  Letter  was  the  first  Authentic 
Account  the  Board  rec'  on  that  Head.  I  wrote  a  Letter  to  the 
Lieut,  of  the  County  on  the  23df  of  last  mooth,  (a  Copy  whereof  I 
enclose)  informing  him  that  the  Board  would  render  every  Ajsist- 

«  See  page  846.  f  lb.  851. 
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ance  the  Law9>of  the  State  would  warrant  to  the  Friends  of  Govern- 
ment— and  that  they  were  determined  to  enforce  Ohedienoe  to  the 
Laws — reqnestiDg  at  the  same  time  the  Lieut,  would  give  Council 
the  earliest  information  if  any  change  should  take  place^  favorable 
or  unfavorable.  • 

The  intelligence  your  Letter  contains  is  however  every  thing  we 
have  heard  from  Luzerne  that  can  be  depended  on,  and  as  it  is  impos- 
sible for  Council  to  proceed  with  any  degree  of  certainty  to  enforce 
the  plan  in  view,  They  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  an  Ex- 
press, and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  full  information 
how  matters  are  situated.  They  request  likewise  your  Opinion — 
with  the  reasons  annexed — whether  an  Armed  Foroe  is  necessaiy  ^to 
restore  Order  and  good  Government ;  and  whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  restoration  ft  establishment  of  peace  to  the  County  to 
■  fix  a  post  at  Tioga  I  The  Board  direct  me  to  inform  you,  That  the' 
they  wish  this  desirable  end  of  restoring  order  &  Good  Govemm* 
in  Luzerne  may  be  obtained  by  Lenient  Measures,  yet  that  they  are 
now  prepared  to  act  with  energy,  and  compel  obedience  to  the  Laws. 
Upon  application  of  this  Board  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  we 
have  obtained  their  permission  to  employ  the  Troops  of  the  Union 
ag^  the  Insurgunta.  #  They  are  now  marching  to  Rendevouz  at 
EastoU;  where  they  will  wait  the  Orders  of  the  Board.  This  circum- 
stance alone  will  convince  you  how  necessary  it  is  that  Cooneil 
should  have  the  earliest  &  fullest  information. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respect^ 

Your  most  obedient^  and  very  humble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG. 

Vice  Preudent*^ 

Direciedf 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esqr.,  Luzerne  County. 


y.    P.    MUHLSNBBRG    TO    DeLBGATES    IN  CONGRESS,   1788. 

Philada.,  Aug't  6th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  direction  of  the  Board,  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yon — That 
we  have  this  morning,  by  express,  rec'd  Letters  from  Colo.  Picker- 
ing and  other  Officers  of  Government  in  the  County  of  Luzerne. 
From  these  it  appears  that  matters  have  taken  a  more  favorable  turn 
than  was  at  first  apprehended.  Colo.  Pickering  was  liberated  by  the 
insurgents  on  the  16th  of  July,  &  the  men  who  carried  him  off  are  now 
by  their  petition,  praying  Council  to  grant  them  a  pardon.  The  proc- 
lamation issued  by  the  Board  has  produced  the  desired  effect — two 
of  the  rioters  are  now  confined  in  Eoston  Jail — and  some  others  in 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  605. 
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that  of  Lazerne — several  have  been  Wonnded^  &  Dndjey,  one  of  the 
meet  notorioud^  died  in  Lnzeme  Jail  of  the  Wounds  he  rec'd.  Those 
of  the  rioters  who  still  remain,  are  dispersed,  and  seeking  refuge  on 
the  Lakes.  From  this  change  of  affairs,  and  the  Accounts  from  the 
Western  Waters,  which  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Troops  of  the 
Union  will  be  wanted  in  that  Quarter,  as  well  as  from  the  shortness 
of  the  time  limited  for  which  the  Troops  can  possibly  be  spared,  & 
the  consideration  that  the  chief  end  for  which  the  application  was 
made  is  already  answer' d — The  Board  are  induced  to  request  you 
would  be  pleased  to  inform  The  Honble.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  favor  conferred  on  this 
State  by  so  readily  granting  the  assistance  requested — ^but  as  the 
emergency  has  ceas'd,  &  as  the  State  will  now  have  time  to  act  de- 
liberately, and  as  circumstances  shall  in  future  direct,  we  furrther 
request  that  the  troops  of  the  Union  may  now  be  directed  to  ooDtinno 
their  route  agreeably  to  their  first  destination.  The  Board  have  in 
the  mean  time  directed  a  Commissary  to  proceed  to  Easton  to  pro- 
vide for  the  subsistance  of  the  Troops  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  Oent, 

your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 


SaCRBTARY  BiDDLB  TO  COL.  TiMOTHY  PiCKERIHQ,   1788. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  August  7th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  on  the  late  disturb- 
ances in  Luzerne.  Council  agree  with  the  Judges  that  the  best 
method  that  can  be  taken  with  the  Prisoners  will  be  to  have  them 
prosocuted  for  a  riot — the  Att'y  General  will  take  the  fir^t  opp'y  to 
forward  on  the  papers  neocssary  fur  this  purpose. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y.f 

T.  Pidcering,  Esqr. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  505. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  605,  507. 
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Sbcbsxaby  Biddle  to  C,  J.  McKean,  1788. 

Augurt  7;  1788. 
Sir, 

Thos.  Jones  and  Jobn  McIIroy  have  applied  to  Council  to  be  ad- 
mitted into.the  invalid  corps — the  Board  wish  to  know  whether  those 
men  are  entitled  to  pensions^  if  thej  are,  something  maj  be  done  for 
their  immediate  support. 
I  am;  Sir, 

jour  most  obedient,  and 

very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'j .♦ 
Direciedf 
lion*  Tbos.  McKean;  Esq.,  C.  J. 


Col.  Timothy  PicKERiNa  to  V.  P.  Mtihlbnbbro,  1788. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  9, 1788. 
Sir, 

Last  evening  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  5th,t  with 
sundry  enclosures,  by  express.  The  requests  of  the  board  thereia 
mentioned,  I  believe  I  have  in  a  great  measure  anticipated,  by  my 
letters  of  the  28th  &  29th  ult.^  sent  by  a  Mr.  Morris. 

With  respect  to  the  first,  for  "  full  information  how  matters  are 
situated  "  here — I  have  to  observe,  thai  the  whole  county  u  atpresftit  in 
peace  ;  all  the  insurgents  who  have  not  surrendered  themselves  or 
have  not  been  taken,  having  fied  into  the  neighbouring  States.  On  the 
4th  instant  the  two  young  Abbots,  (Nathan  &  Benjamin,)  were  con- 
ducted to  this  place,  having  surrendered  themselves  to  Nathan 
Ringsley,  Esquire,  at  Wayalusing.  Their  examinations  discovered 
nothing  new.  They  joined  the  insurgents  after  they  had  taken  me 
up  the  river.  They  are  simple  fellows,  &  appear  not  to  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  secrets  of  their  party.  One  of  them  is  but  about 
17  years  old.  Their  misconduct  is  probably  chargeable  to  their 
father,  Nathan  Abbot,  the  old  man  now  in  Luseme  jail,  who  with 
an  understanding  not  much  better,  has,  it  is  said,  a  heart  very  de- 
praved. He  (as  well  as  each  of  his  sons)  is  a  half  sliarc-man ;  and 
his  disposition  in  regard  to  the  government  may  be  learnt  from  the 
deposition  of  Garret  Smith,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  enclose.  By  the 
game  deposition  the  guilt  of  Martin  Dudley  &  Ephraim  Tyler  is  very 

*  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  506,  607. 

f  See  page  863. 

t  Sec  r^gen  -SOa..  .360. 
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dearly  proved,  k  Ae  guilt  of  ThoioBS  Kinney  pat  past  a  doubt. 
Joseph  KiUbora's  own  confeBsion  OA  his  ezamination  manifested  his 
gnilt.  Bot  seyenl  other  depositiena  of  their  neighbonn  remain  to 
he  taken,  when  farther  proofs  of  their  gailt  will  appear;  and  per* 
haps  some  others  will  be  eriminated.  These  other  witnesses  are  to 
appear  here  &  give  their  evidences  on  the  18th  instant.  I  have  also 
the  deposition  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  Wigton,  which  contains  some 
original  information,  with  a  relation  of  many  small  cirenmstances, 
&  much  hearsay ;  &  therefore  I  have  not  thonght  it  necessary  to 
send  a  copy  to  Oonncil.  One  passage  only  I  will  here  transcribe. 
After  relating  that  John  Jenkins  called  at  her  bnsband's  honse  at 
Mishoppen,  the  day  after  I  was  taken  off,  she  says— ^'  my  husband 
asked  Jenkins  if  he  did  not  think  this  wonld  be  a  bad  afiair,  &  lead 
to  fighting  ?  I  don't  know  (says  Jenkins)  but  1  swear  (adds  he) 
toe  mnstfightj  in  order  to  have  peace'' 

A  few  days  after  yonng  Dudley  was  bnried,  some  people  were  for 
digging  up  the  body,  to  expose  it  to  a  coroner's  inqnest :  for  they 
said  he  was  murdered  by  the  party  which  took  him.  And  I  find 
that  in  the.  beginning  of  this  week  (while  I  was  absent  attending  my 
wife  on  her  way  to  Philadelphia)  a  number  of  the  old  settlers  from 
Nantikoke  &  Shawnee  (as  many  as  eight  or  ten)  came  to  Wilkes- 
barre,  warmed  with  the  same  zeal  for  digging  up  the  body  of  Dud- 
ley ;  but  the  Sheriff  &  some  other  gentlemen  talked  with  them,  and 
partly  by  reason  k  partly  by  threats,  checked  their  zeal,  &  sent  them 
home  co(j,  and  in  appearance  tolerably  well  satisfied.  In  &ct,  a 
disposition  to  murmur  at  every  oorrccting  measure  of  government  k 
act  of  the  magistrate,  tho'  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  good 
order,  k  strictly  legal,  prevails  among  great  numbers  of  the  people* 
Without  referring  to  particular  characters,  whose  conduct  k  declara- 
tions wonld  nevertheless  designate  not  their  own  only,  but  the  dispo- 
sition of  a  party,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  the  late  elections  of  militia 
officers  in  the  upper  battalion.  John  Jenkins  k  John  Swift  were 
chosen  Lieut.  Colonel  k  Major,  by  a  great  majority  I  and  Martin 
Dndley,  Joseph  Killbom,  &  David  Woodward  (all  names  now  fa- 
miliar to  Council)  were  chosen  Captain,  Lieutenant,  &  Ensign  of  one 
of  the  companies  I  Divers  similar  elections  of  disaffected  characters 
took  place  in  the  same  battalion.  In  a  word,  it  would  seem  to  have 
been  an  object  with  a  majority  of  the  electors  to  choose  such  men, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  supporting,  but,  in  proper  time,  of  opposing 
the  government  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  my  letter  of  the  28th  uU%  I  remarked  that  multitudes  of  the 
old  settlers  were  half  share-men.  Within  a  few  days  past  some  of 
my  neighbours  have  told  me  that  they  think  one  kaJf  of  the  old 
settlers  and  their  sons  are  half-share-men.  And  I  recollect  that  in 
January,  1787,  at  a  town  meeting  called  at  my  request,  John  Jen- 
kins said,  that  of  the  half-sharemen  then  in  the  county,  not  more 
than  SO  were  New^Comers.     Kbenezer  Marcy,  Esq.,  of  Pittstown, 
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(Laehawanoek,)  a  sedate,  obeemog  man,  says  there  are  now  fewer 
well  affected  inhabitants  in  that  town  than  there  were  16  monthe 
ago.  In  one  word,  altho'  the  measnres  taken  bj  Oonnoil,  &  the  offi- 
cers &  well  disposed  people  of  the  connty,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  yiolent  outraffe  on  my  person,  have  given  the  disaffected  a  severe 
abook,  yet  their  disposition  to  murmnr  &  excite  disorder  remains. 
They  were  at  least  as  mooh  shocked  after  their  insurrection  of  laat 
Ootoberi  when  they  had  had  time  to  refleot  on  their  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  <fh  expected  the  vengeance  of  government  to  overtake  them  : 
but  they  soon  recovered  their  spirits,  and  began  to  meditate  retalia* 
tion  for  the  imprisonment  of  John  Franklin,  &  this  was  to  seiae  & 
detain  me  a  prisoner.  And  as,  instead  of  good  officers  aud  old 
soldiers,  there  was  sent  hither  only  an  ordinary  company  of  militia, 
this  served  to  heighten  their  confidence  in  their  own  party,  &  in- 
crease their  contempt  for  the  force  of  the  State. 

The  foundation  of  all  the  disorders  in  the  county  was  laid  by  John 
Franklin,  as  an  inhabitant^  &  the  prime  agent  of  a  junto  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company.  John  Jenkins  was  a  principal  assistant.  The 
people  universally  think  that  in  times  past  they  have  been  ill  used  ft 
deceived  by  Pennsylvania]  and  these  men  (with  other  inferior  agents) 
taking  advantage  of  this  strong  and  general  prejudice,  have  fonnd  it 
easy,  by  lies  and  sophistry,  to  persuade  great  numbers,  that  not- 
withstanding all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  they  will  still  be  ill- 
used  &  deceived ;  and  therefore  that  they  have  no  security  for 
holding  their  lands,  but  in  their  tomahawks  and  rifles.  IJfieir  ere- 
dnlity  is  truly  astonishing.  On  one  side  the  most  improbable  lie 
and  the  weakest  sophistry  have  the  effect  of  plain  tmth  &  the  strong- 
est reasoning.  Their  incredulity  on  the  other  hand,  is  not  lees 
extraordinary.  For  instance,  should  the  federal  troops  now  rendes^ 
vousing  at  Easton  not  march  into  this  county  (ft  I  do  not  think  it  at 
all  neoessay  that  they  should)  this  class  of  the  people  will  never  be- 
lieve they  were  intended  to  be  marched  hither,  but  will  say  the  story 
was  raised  only  to  alarm  their  fears. 

My  former  accounts  of  the  state  of  this  county,  ft  what  I  have 
now  said  of  its  inhabitants,  may  chiefly  be  thus  summed  up.  That 
the  people,  generally,  having,  during  a  long  course  of  years,  been 
bickering  with  Pennsylvania — having,  at  sundry  times,  greatly 
suffered  by  her  attempts  to  subdue  or  expel  them — having,  during 
the  same  period,  entertained  jealousies  of  her,  lest  one  day  she  should 
crush  them — these  jealousies  (as  is  natural  to  the  weaker  party) 
being  in  the  greatest  extreme,  ft  having  become  habitual— the  same 
jealousies  also  being  still  kept  alive  by  the  artifices  ft  lies  of  a  few 
designing  men,  and  the  indecision  of  government  respecting  their 
lands — many  also  being  willing  to  hazard  every  thing,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  honour,  faith  ft  generosity  of  the  State.  Many  (like 
the  men  who  resorted  to  David)  having  fled  hither  from  other  States, 
to  escape  from  justice,  or  their  creditors — the  mere  half-share-men 
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having  no  ohnee  of  holding  any  land  hni  by  OTortiirning  the  to- 
thoijty  of  the  State  in  this  eettlement — Many  others  having  okd 
poseeaBions,  &  by  themselyee  or  eons,  or  both^  also  holding  half- 
sbaze-rights,  &  wifihinff  to  Becnre  the  latter  (in  many  oasei  the  more 
valnable  lands)  as  wdl  ae  the  former ;  and  thinldns  they  have  a 
T«ry  good  chanoe  of  seeoring  both,  by  temporising,  by  making  a 
partial  submission  to  government,  k  keeping  themselves  in  readi* 
ness  to  resist  when  a  snppoeed  favourable  opportonity  presents — and 
oonolnding  from  past  uniform  experlenoe,  that  they  may  act  thus 
with  impunity — ^their  head  men  in  the  settlement,  and  the  junto  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company  (such  as  Judd,  Hamilton,  Benton,  Beaefa, 
&o.,)  being  also  elosely  oonnected  with  the  New  York  Lessees,  with 
whom,  it  is  past  doubt,  this  settlement  was  to  act  in  concert,  &  from 
whom  th^  expected  to  derive  effectual  support.  From  all  these 
causes  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  an  utter  hatred  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  many  more  have  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  disaffection.  And 
this  disaffection  has  been  confirmed  by  a  ridiculous  confidence  that 
they  were  able  to  cope  with  all  the  force  the  State  could  send  against 
them.  NSot  that  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  were  unable,  if  disposed, 
to  subdue  them ;  but  Franklin  &  Jenkins  have  made  them  Mieve 
that  a  body  of  militia  equal  to  this  effect,  &  disposed  to  preduee  it, 
could  not  be  raised ;  and  that  £rom  the  divisions  in  the  State  no 
other  effectual  force  wonld  ever  come  against  them.  Cooncil  knows 
that  Franklin  himself,  tho'  far  better  informed  than  the  mass  of  the 
people,  had  the  madness  and  folly  to  attempt  an  open  resistance  to 
the  St&te  in  arms.  It  was  for  this  purpose  he  sent  his  written  orders 
to  his  adherents,  especially  the*  half-ehare-men,  to  assemble  in  arms, 
in  October  last,  to  prevent  the  election  of  militia  officers,  signing 
himself  (Job,  Oommandant,  I  suppose  Council  is  now  possesMd  of 
two  of  his  orders,  in  his  own  hand  writing — Mr.  Ellicott  took  them 
with  him  to  Philadelphia.  On  thai  day  (had  not  Franklin  fortunately 
been  previously  carried  off)  the  authority  of  the  State  in  this  county 
would  doubtless  have  been  utterly  subverted,  &  every  officer  of 
government  banished,  or  compelled  to  swear  obedience  to  this  New 
Commander.  At  this  moment  great  numbers  of  half-share-men  are 
in  actual  possession  of  lands  allotted  to  them  by  Franklin  &  Jenkins, 
from  Tunkhannock  to  Tioga;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  other 
claimants,  (either  Pennsylvanians  or  old  Conueeticut  settlers)  would 
be  able  to  get  possession  of  those  lands  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
law.  For  tho'  many  of  these  half'«hare-men  have  taken  the  benefit 
of  the  law  to  recover  debts,  or,  being  debtors,  have  so  far  submitted 
to  its  operation ;  yet  (like  old  Abbot,  in  Garret  Smith's  deposition) 
swear  vengeance  against  any  who  shall  attempt  to  dispossess  them  of 
their  half-share-righte. 

I  therefore  continue  of  the  opinion,  That  in  order  to  establish  the 
j)eace  of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  it  is  necessary  to  fix  a  military  post 
at  Tioga.    This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  dictate  of  humanity  and 
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iound  poHcyy  as  well  as  of  tteeesnVy.  If  a  regnlav  foroa,  soficieni  to 
overawe  the  tarbulent,  be  there  stationed,  the  laws  will  have  their 
iree  and  natoral  operation,  &  the  exercite  of  foroe  will  perhaps  never 
be  requisite ;  thns  the  shedding  of  blood  may  be  prevented.  And 
a  mnoh  less  force  will  be  adequate  to  overawe  the  disaifeoted,  than 
to  crnsh  their  rebellion  when  onoe  they  have  flown  to  arms.  I  sup» 
pose,  however,  that  very  few,  even  of  the  old  settlen^  deem  it  at  all 
necessary  to  send  troops  hither,  altho'  it  were  only  to  form  a  post  at 
Tioga.  They  (&  among  them  Gol*  Denison)  were  of  the  same  opinion 
after  the  tumults  of  last  autumn  had  subsided.  Yet  it  is  a  truth 
that  the  civil  officers  have  not  been  able  fully  to  execute  the  laws 
more  than  thirty  miles  up  the  river  from  this  place  At  Tiinkhan- 
nock  &  upwards,  as  well  criminal  as  civil  process  (so  &r  as  the  latter 
respected  lands)  has  been  set  at  defiance.  The  coming  of  troops 
would  hurt  the  pride  of  some,  who  would  say  it  would  be  a  reflection 
on  the  county ;  they  say  also  that  troops  always  plunder  and  do 
mischief  5  and  they  fear  that  measure  will  operate  in  the  Assembly 
against  their  claims  &  petitions  for  a  confirmation  of  their  lands.  Of 
the  latter  tendency  I  am  not  insensible ;  but  tbo'  interested  myself 
to  obtain  such  confirmation,  I  feel  no  disposition  to  conceal  my  senti- 
ments on  this  subject,  or  keep  Government  in  ignorance  of  a  single 
fact  that  may  contribute  to  the  forming  a  just  idea  of  the  state  of 
this  county.  I  confess  that  the  exertions  of  the  people  here  against 
the  late  insurgents  seem  to  have  bad  a  very  good  effect ;  and  the 
folly  of  attempting,  by  small  numbers,  so  to  violate  the  laws  has 
been  manifested.  And  in  consequence  hereof  there  will  be  need  of 
fewer  troops  than  if  the  late  disturbanoe  had  not  happened. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  another  reason  for  fixing  a  post  at  Tioga. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  orderly  people,  farmers  and  tradesmen, 
who  would  come  and  settle  in  this  county.  Divers  such  ha^e,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  waiting  for  the  establishment  of  peace,  in  onier 
to  remove  hither ;  but  they  will  not  come  until  the  authority  of 
government  is  indubitably  established.  The  present  calm,  like  the 
former,  they  will  justly  suppose  to  be  deceitful.  »  But  surely  'tis  of 
vast  importance  that  the  number  of  good  citisens  here  should  be  in- 
creased—*suoh  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  government;  and  afker 
no  lone  period,  the  laws  having  had  their  full  operation,  the  troops 
might  be  disbanded.  Should  it  be  the  determination  of  Government  to 
raise  a  company  of  good  troops  for  the  purpose  mentioned,  it  will  be 
expedient  that  a  part  (perhaps  a  fourth)  should  consist  of  some  faith- 
ful young  men  of  the  county,  who  are  hardy  ft  brave,  who  are 
woodsmen,  and  who  know  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  most  dis- 
affected characters,  and  the  country. 

The  letter  to  the  Sheriff,  with  the  warrant,  &c.,  from  New  Y<Hrk, 
I  delivered  to  him  yesterday,  and  requested  him  to  concert  measures 
particularly  for  seising  John  Jenkins.  The  Sheriff  is  now  going  to 
TiogSi  and  I  hope  his  endeavours;  with  those  of  others  who  may  be 
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tempted  ^by  the  offered  reward,  will  be  ioceessfal  in  seizing  that 
atrocious  offender. 

I  have  the  hononr  to  be 

with  great  respect  sir, 

jour  most  obedicDt  servant, 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING.* 
Directed^ 

The  Honourable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Vice  President,  &c. 


Dbposition  op  Garbkt  Smith,  1788. 

I,  Garret  Smith,  of  the  township  of  Braintram,  in  the  county  of 
Lnsenie,  and  of  lawful  age,  testify  and  declare  That  on  Sunday 
evening  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  June  last,  I  was  at  Mesboppen, 
and  between  the  houses  of  Thomas  Wigton  and  Martin  Dudley,  met 
Gideon  Dudley,  said  Martin's  son,  when  Gideon  said  he  had  a  great 
secret  to  reveal  to  me,  at  tbe  request  of  Major  Jenkins,  oolonel 
McKinstry,  and  John  Hyde,  (the  son  of  John  Hyde  of  Wilkesbarre,  as 
I  took  it)  and  asked  me  if  I  would  keep  the  secret.  I  answered 
That  I  would,  if  it  was  not  to  injure  myself  or  my  neighbours.  He 
then  said  it  was  to  take  Colonel  Piokerinff,  and  carry  him  into  the. 
woods,  and  there  keep  him,  untill  Colonel  Franklin  was  returned  to 
the  county  or  released  (or  such  like  expression  he  made  use  of).  I 
told  him  I  would  think  of  it  till  the  morning.  The  next  morning 
I  called  at  Captain  Dudley's  (having  lodged  at  said  Wigton's)  and 
told  Gideon  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife,  but  rather 
thought  I  should  go  with  them.  I  then  went  down  into  the  mill, 
to  Captain  Dudley  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the 
affsur  of  taking  Colonel  Pickering.  He  answered  yes — but  that  he 
was  unwilling  that  both  of  his  sons  should  go  I  asked  why.  He 
answered  for  fear  they  should  be  found  out — for  if  one  was  at  home 
people  would  think  the  other  was  some  where  at  work.  I  then  asked 
him  which  was  going.  He  answered,  Gideon,  and  that  he  (Captain 
Dudley)  was  willing  he  should  go,  and  support  the  cause,  but 
wished  his  son  Joseph  might  not  go,  lest  it  should  be  found  out 
that  his  sons  were  in  the  scrape.  I  then  said  Captain  Dudley,  I 
am  a  poor  man,  if  I  go  who  is  to  support  my  family,  while  I  am 
gone  ?  He  answered,  I  will — I  have  enough — ^After  this  I  left 
Mesboppen  to  go  home  in  a  canoe.  When  I  had  pushed  up  as  far 
Ephraim  Tylers,  I  landed,  and  went  to  his  house,  where  I  found 
Joseph  Dudley  above  mentioned,  who  immediately  said  to  me — ^you 
are  my  prisoner  for  a  while — (he  had  a  tomahawk  in  bis  hand) 
Then  Ephraim  Tyler  asked  mo  if  I  was  willing  to  go  and  take 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  014. 
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Oolo&el  Piokering?    Then  Joseph  Dudley  added — Bpeaking  to  ne, 
you  have  promised  to  go,  and  most  either  do  that>  or  go  down  to 
-Lieutenant  Kilbom's  (that  is  Joseph  Kilboro's)  and  there  lay  con- 
fined 'till  I  return  (meaning  as  I  understoood  'till  he  and  the  party 
returned  from  the  taking  of  Colonel  Pickering)  I  then  said  I   had 
not  promised,  but  only  that  I  would  go  home  and  talk  with  my  wife 
and  if  she  is  against  it  I  will  not  go.     I  then  set  o£f  to  go  to  my 
canoe,  but  was  followed  by  said  Tyler  and  Joseph  Dudley,  who  took 
hold  of  me  and  by  force  brought  me  back  to  Tyler's  house.    I  then 
said  to  Tyler  if  I  go  what  shall  I  do  for  provisions  in  going,   and  to 
support  my  family  while  I  am  gone  f    Tyler  answered — I  nave  sent 
the  flour  of  two  bushels  of  wheat,  and  fifty  weight  of  pork,  to  lieu- 
tenant Kilbom's  out  of  which  you  can  be  supplied ;  and  I  will  see 
that  your  family  has  provisions  in  your  absence,  and  I  will  get  a 
man  or  go  myself  to  work  on  your  land,  and  we  will  also  allow  yon 
a  dollar  a  day  for  every  day  yon  are  gone. — To  whom  (nid  I)  shall 
I  look  for  this  pay  ?  He  answered  you  may  look  to  me  for  it.     I 
then  turned  about,  and  said  to  him— I  cannot  go.     Then  Tyler's 
wife  said  she  had  dreamed  last  night,  that  the  boys  went  to  take  an 
Blk,  and  that  a  person  had  been  there  and  told  the  Elk,  and  that  he 
was  gone.    Then  her  husband  Ephraim  Tyler  said,  If  Garret  Smith 
will  give  me  his  word  and  honour  that  be  will  go,  or  that  he  will 
not  reveal  the  secret  in  three  week,  then   he  may  go  home.    He 
brougbt  a  bible  and  asked  me  to  lay  my  hand  on  it  and  swear,  but 
I  told  him  it  was  against  my  principle.     He  then  aiked  me  to  hold 
up  my  hand,  which  I  did,  when  he  spoke  to  this  effect — ^you  declare 
that  you  will  keep  this  secret  for  three  weeks,  I  answered  I  will, 
after  Tyler  said  if  I  would  give  my  promise,  I  might  go  home. 
Elijah  Reynolds  who  was  by,  said  Garret  Smith  has  lived  with 
Colonel    Hay,   and  knows  what  he  is  about-— I  rather  ffuess   it 
is  best  to  have  him  sworn,  And  then  Tyler  offered  me  the  bible,  at 
above  mentioned. — I  then  left  them,  and  went  home.     The  same 
day  I  thought  of  my  neighbour  Thomas  Kinney,  and  as  he  was  a 
half  share  man,  I  suspected  he  might  be  concerned  in  the  afl^ir. 
In  the  evening  he  came  to  my  house,  and  we  set  out  together  and 
went  up  little  Tuscorora  creek  to  hunt.     On  our  way  I  said  to  him 
Mr.   Kinney,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  affair  of  the  boys 
going  to  Wyoming  f    He  answered  yes — and  added — ^The  Penna- 
mites  have  drove  the  Connecticut  (or  New  England)  People,  and 
plundered  them,  and  now  we  mean  to  have  revenge  and  plunder, 
and  if  you  will  go  along,  you  shall  have  part — I  forgot  to  mention. 
That  while  at  Tyler's  as  abovesaid,  Tyler  told  me,  that  if  I  would  go 
along  with   the  boys,  I  should  have,  besides  what  he  had   before 
promised,  the  place  I  lived  on  (part  of  which  I  supposed  belonged 
to  Doctor  Smith)  and  the  half  of  ten  acres  of  good  wheat  which 
James  Smith  then  had  on  the  ground, — for  the  other  half  must  go 
to  support  the  boys  in  the  woods. — When  Gideon  Dudley  proposed 
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the  matter  to  me,  I  asked  him  where  we  were  to  get  support  from  7 
He  answered — out  of  the  settlement  I  then  asked  him,  who  was 
going  to  vindicate  this  cause.  He  answered^—That  colonel 
McKinstrj  was  coming  with  five  hundred  men,  in  order  to  subdue 
the  settlement — That  he  McKinstrj)  was  to  take  possession  of  John 
Hollenback's  mill  and  place  and  John  Hjde  of  Doctor  Smith's 
plaoe.  I  asked — ^What  are  you  going  to  do  with  John  Hollenbackf 
He  answered — ^Damm  him,  tomehawk  him  as  soon  as  we  can  see 
him. — I  also  asked  him  (before  thb)  if  Doctor  Smith  was  concerned 
in  the  affair.  He  answered  no— and  that  he  (the  Doctor)  was  a 
damned  rascal.  I  also  asked  if  Col.  Butler  was  concerned.  Ho 
answered — ^no,  not  that  I  know  of. 

The  mark  of 
GAERET  SMITH. 

Lnseme  ss.  August  7, 1788.    Then  Garret  Smith  who  has  sub- 
scribed the  aforewritten  deposition,   being  duly  sworn^  did   declare, 
That  the  same  deposition  contains  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  to  the  best  of  his  present  recollection, 
before,  WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

I  the  said  Garret  Smith  farther  reoollect  and  declare,  That  about 
a  week  before  Colonel  Piokerinfl;  was  taken,  I  saw  Nathan  Abbo4» 
the  elder  at  bis  own  house  (which  is  in  the  township  of  Braintrara) 
and  He  then  swore,  That  he  would  support  his  place  where  he  then 
lived,  and  that  he  would  kill  any  damned  Pennamite  that  should 
ever  set  his  foot  on  it.  Said  Abbot  holds  his  place,  as  I  have  al- 
ways understood,  by  a  half-share  rigtt. 

The  mark  of 

GARRET  M  SMITH. 

Sworn  as  above  August  7th,  1788,  Before  Wm.  Hooket  Smith, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Deleqates  in  Congress  to  V.  P.  Muhlenberg,  1788. 

New  York  Augt.  18th,  1788. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  Gth^instant'*'  and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating the  pleasing  information  it  contaiDs  to  Congress,  in  the 
meantime  we  have  informed  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  will  imme- 

*  See  page  8C4,  and  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  514. 
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diat^y  diroot  the  TroqiB  to  prooeed  agreeably  to  their  first  desti- 
nation. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  with^  great  respect, 
your  most  obedient, 

and  Humble  Servant^ 
WM.  IRVINE, 
SAM.  MEREDITH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
Directedj 
The  Honble.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Samu^  Hodgdon  to  Council,  1788* 

PhUadelphia,  August  13th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

In  a  Letter  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  received  Yesterday  from  the 
War  Office,  is  the  following  Paragraph,  viz :  '^  I  have  to  request 
<^  that  you  would  immediately  on  the  reception  of  this  Letter,  apply 
'<to  the  Executive  Council  for  an  Express  to  take  the  inclosed 
''  Letters  to  Easton.  General  Irvine  is  of  opinion  with  me  that 
^<they  will  cheerfully  be  at  this  expence."  Tho  letters  contain 
marching  orders  to  the  continental  troops  collected  at  that  place,  on 
the  request  of  Council ;  and  in  full  confidence  that  Council  will  pay 
the'  expence,  I  have  sent  off  an  Express  to  prevent  further  deten- 
tion and  expence.  When  the  person  employed  returns,  his  Account 
shall  be  laid  before  your  Honorable  Board. 
With  respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your 
*  most  obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  HODGDON, 

Commis.  of  Mil.  stores. 
Directedy 

Honorable  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Secrsta&t  of  Conqrbss  to  Pass.  FBANKLiir,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  CoDgresB, 

Aogast  14th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exoellency  herewith  en- 
eloaed  an  aot  paaeed  by  the  United  States  in  Ooogreas  Assembled, 
the  I2th  of  this  month.* 

With  the  greatest  Bespeot, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 
most  ham.  8ervi.| 

OHA.  THOMSON. 
Direetedj 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peni>- 
Byhania. 


Hon.  Fbancis  Hopkinson  to  Council,  1788, 

Gentlemen, 

As  Jndge  of  Admiralty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  to  present  to  your  View  a  Circumstance  which,  as 
it  seems  to  touch  the  sovereign  Rights  of  the  State,  appears  to  me 
of  Importance  sufficient  to  merit  the  attention  of  your  Honourable 
Board. 

By  an  aot  of  assembly,  entitled,  ^'  An  act  for  tlie  further  Regula- 
tions of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  and  enlarging  the  Powers  of  the 
Wardens  thereof/'  passed  the  1'^  of  April,  1784  the  mode  of  issuing 
and  executing  Warrants  of  Survey  on  Vessels  and  Goods  damaged 
or  supposed  to  be  damaged  by  Stress  of  Weather,  accidents  at  Sea, 
bad  storage,  or  other  Cause  is  specified  and  designated,  viz'.  By  a 
Writ  or  Warrant  from  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  directed  to  the  War- 
dens of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  Time  being,  or  any  two  of 
them,  who  are  to  make  report  of  their  Proceedings  thereon,  which 
Report  is  filed  in  the  Admiralty  office,  and  the  Parties  requiring  it 
are  furnished  with  Copies  of  the  original  Report,  certified  by  the 
Register  &  under  the  Seal  of  the  Admiralty.  And  this  certified 
Copy  is  admitted  as  Evidence  in  all  foreign  Countries  where  general 
Admiralty  Law  is  recognized.  According  to  this  mode,  hath  such 
Survey  hitherto  been  oonduoted. 

On  the  8'^  Instant,  I  was  applied  to  by  Nathaniel  Lewis,  Master 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  XV.,  p.  616. 
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of  the  Briff  Adventure,  infonoing  that  he  was  lately  bound  from 
this  Port  or  Philadelphia  to  Barbadoes,  but  meeting  with  damage  at 
8ea  was  obliged  to  put  back  for  Repairs,  &  requiring  a  Survey  to  be 
had  on  his  Vessel — And  a  Writ  was  accordingly  issued  directed  to 
the  Wardens  of  the  Port  in  the  usual  Form. 

On  the  20^,  I  received  a  written  note  from  the  Board  of  Wardens 
requesting  my  attendance  at  their  OfBoe,  as  they  wished  to  oonverse 
with  me  on  a  matter  which  seemed  to  interfere  with  the  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction.  I  attended  accordingly,  when  I  was  informed  that  a 
Survey  had  been  made  on  the  Brig  Adventure  in  Pursuance  of  my 
Writ,  and  they  were  drawing  out  their  Report,  when  William  AlU- 
bone,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Board,  received  a  Paper  entitled  a  War- 
rant of  Survey  on  the  same  Brig  "Adventure,  directed  to  himself  and 
Joshua  Humphreys  Ship  Carpenter,  dated  the  15^^  Instant,  purport- 
ing  to  be  in  Pursuance  of  a  British  Act  of  Parliament  &  signed  P. 
Bond,  Ocmsnl.  This  Paper  the  Board  of  Wardens  put  into  my 
Hands  &  requested  my  opinion  thereon. 

As  this  is  the  first  Instance  of  the  kind  that  hath  occurred,  to  my 
Knowledge,  as  no  other  foreign  Consul  hath  claimed  or  assumed  the 
Exercise  of  this  universally  acknowledged  Branch  of  Admiralty 
Jurisdiction,  and  as  I  know  of  no  Convention  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Court  of  London  investing  the  British 
Consul  with  this  Power :  I  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  the  matter 
to  the  Consideration  of  your  Honourable  Board,  and  for  this  Pur- 
pose I  enclose  the  original  Paper  called  a  Warrant  of  Survey  issued 
by  Phineas  Bond,  Esquire,  as  Consul. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  all  due  Respect| 

your  Honour^s  most  obedient 

and  most  fiiithful  Humble  Servant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON.* 

Phikdelphia,  August  21-*,  1788. 

Read  in  Council  August  22**,  1788,  and  relerred  to  the  Honora- 
ble the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — and  The  Attorney  General 
for  their  Opmion  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  Charles  Biddle,  SeqVy. 
Dirededf 

His  Exc'y  the  President  &  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  517. 
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Lt.  Jambs  Marshall  to  P&bs*  FRANELCf,  1788. 

Philadelphia;  22d  August,  1788. 
Sir, 

From  numerous  applioatious  by  the  fronteer  Inhabitants,  in  the 
County  of  Washington,  especially  in  that  part  of  the  County,  where 
the  famlies  were  killed  last  fall ;  I  found  it  neoessary  early  in  the 
spring  to  order  on  duty,  about  twenty  men,  and  to  continue  from 
time  to  time,  nearly  that  number.  As  there  has  been  no  provision 
made  for  Tictualing  our  Militia  when  in  actual  service,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  make  myself  liable  for  the  greatest  part,  the  YictualiDg 
Expended  in  that  way,  and  in  some  Instances  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  advancing  Cash.  I  therefore  hope  your  Hon'ble  Board 
will  make  such  provision  as  may  be  neoessary  for  supplying  the 
Militia  that  may  be  called  into  actual  service^  in  future,  as  well  as 
for  paying  the  supplies  already  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect, 

your  Ezcellenoy's  most  obdH 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 
Lieut.  W.  Co'y.* 
Directedj 
On  public  service. 

His  Excellency;  Bei^amin  Franklin^   Esquire,  President, 
Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,*p.  617. 
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Circular  of  Council  to  Lieuis.  of  Couniuss,  1788. 

(CiwuUr.) 
Seoretory's  Office, 

Pfailadelpbmy  Avgosi  22d,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  GoQndl  to  derire  yoa  will  send  to  tbem  the 
<'  aoiaal  returne  of  all  penoni  within  your  Coanty  made  flnbjeet  by 
^  Lew  to  the  performance  of  Militia  datiee,  together  with  a  retnra 
<<  of  the  Peraone  who  have  actnally  attended  on  Mnster  daya  within 
«  the  years  1785,  1786,  and  1787."— As  these  returns  are  wanted 
to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sessions,  yon  are 
requested  to  s^nd  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  rery  bumble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 
To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties. 


Saml.  HoimDON  TO  Sbc'y  Biddlb,  1788. 

Philadelphia,  2dd  August,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  Arms  at  Carlisle  are  divided  into  parcels  of  One  hundred 
each  and  are  to  be  sold  in  lots.  I  will  endeavour  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  Counoil  by  reserving  the  NumbM*  you  mention,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  is  known — or  at  all  events  to  furnish 
them,  if  thoae  offered  for  sale  at  Carlisle  should  command  such  a 
piioe  as  to  induce  me  to  dispose  of  the  whole. 

I  shall  however,  be  in  Town  again  soon  after  the  Assembly  is 
convened  and  will  certify  Council  more  fully  on  the  subject 
With  esteem,  your& 

SAMUEL  HODODON, 

Commiss'ry  Mil.  Stores. 
IHreeied, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


RoBRRT  Gabbraith,  &c.,  TO  Prbs.  Prabklib,  1788. 

Huntingdon,  August  28d,  1788* 
Sir, 

With  the  utmost  Regret  we  find  ourselves  Once  more  nuder  the 
disagreeable  Necessity  of  Informing  Tour  Excellency  that  Our  part 
of  the  State  is  Still  torn  and  distracted  by  the  Machinations  of  wicked 
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and  evil  disposed  persons.  A  few  days  after  Our  last  letter  to  yonr 
Honourable  Board  from  Messrs.  Smith  &  Henderson,  A  party  armed 
with  Bludgeons,  about  twenty  in  Number,  headed  by  Abraham 
Smith,  William  M'Cune  &  Samuel  Clinton,  the  latter  of  them  % 
most  Notorious  Rioter,  came  into  the  Town  and  violently  beat  Mr. 
Alexander  Irwin,  One  of  Our  Citizens.  Some  of  th«  Same  Riotoas 
party,  whose  names  &  persons  we  have  Not  been  able  pi1)perly  to 
ascertain,  have  frequently,  at  nighty  assaulted  Our  Houses  with 
Showers  of  Stones.  •  Threats  have  been  Sent  from  all  parta  of  (he 
County  that  Death — or  what  is  to  a  man  of  feeling  worse— Cropping 
Tarring,  &c.,  should  be  inflicted  On  Us  or  any  other  Officer  of  the 
County  who  Should  Attempt  to  put  the  Laws  in  Force.  On  Wed- 
nesday last  about  One  hundred  and  eighty  men  collected  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  County — Some  few  of  the  Townsmen  among 
them,  paraded  the  Streets,  not  with  Muskets,  as  before,  altho'  we 
have  Reason  to  believe  they  had  a  number  Secreted.  They  were 
headed  by  William  M'Elroy,  Abraham  Smith,  John  Smith  &  John 
Little,  Esq.,  One  of  the  County  Justices,  what  their  intentions  were 
we  know  not.  But  hearing  from  many  different  Quarters  that 
they  were  determined  to  destroy  some  of  Us,  We  collected  a  few 
friends  of  Government  and  Some  Arms  and  Met  at  the  House  of 
Benjamin  Blliot,  Esq.  Our  Sheriff  Resolved,  if  any  attack  was 
made,  to  repel  Force  with  Force,  &  to  the  Utmost  defend  Our  Own 
Lives.  This  Salutary  precaution,  of  which  we  are  Satisfied,  their 
Spies  had  given  them  Information,  was  without  Doubt,  the  Eleaaon 
of  their  Not  committing  any  Violence  that  Day.  After  marching 
with  Colours  flying  &  Fifes  playing  thro'  the  town,  they  held,  what 
they 'called  an  Election,  at  the  House  of  William  Kerr,  for  Members 
to  meet  in  Convention  at  Louisburg,  as  we  have  been  informed.  At 
ibis  Election  they  excluded  from  voting  every  One  who  did  Not 
march  with  them,  and  admitted  promiscuously  every  one  who  did. 
A  number  of  Insults  were  thrown  Out  against  the  Government,  but 
no  personal  Injury  done. 

To  Your  Honourable  Board,  as  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of 
the  State,  we  apply  for  such  Assistance  in  Support  of  Govern- 
ment^ as  to  your  Wisdoms  shall  seem  proper  * 

We  are  your  most  Obedient,  Humble  Servants, 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH, 
THOMAS  DUNCAN  SMITH, 
AND.  HENDERSON, 
BENJ'N  ELLIOf. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex^utive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  686-^42. 
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pHiVfiAfi  BotKD  10  Sbo'x  Bidiiub,  1788. 

Mr.  Bond  presents  his  CoiapUiiieDtft  to  Mr.  BtdcfltL    He  bM  1 
iDfornped  «  Memfiral  i^om  the  Judge  of  the  Adminltj,*  has  been 
presented  to  the  Gounoil,  relative  to  some  Proeeedings  in  the  Repairs 
Qi  •  Biittish  Yesari ;  the  mode  of  which  is  cBreeted  by  a  British 
AM  ^  ParltMnen^  defining  in  Tenns  of  pimsio^  tbe  Oondiioi  to ' 
be  punned  by  the  Consul^  and  by  the  Master  of  4h»  VesseL 

If  it  be  not  contrary  to  the  Orders  of  the  Hon.  Ooontil^  Mr. 
Biddtte  will  confer  a  Payor  upon  Mr.  Bond,  by  directing  him  to  be 
furnished  with  a  Copy  of  the  Memorial.f 

Second  Street,  Aug't  26th,  1788. 
Directed^ 

Charles  Biddle  Esq.,  Secretary,  to  the  Hon.,  the  Supreme  Exeoa- 
tive  Conneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Zbb.  Butlbb  to  Pres.  Frakklin — ^Wyoming,  1788. 

Wilksbarrc;  August  26, 1788* 
Sir: 

This  may  inform  your  Ezcellenoy  and  Council,  that  agreeable  to  . 
request,  I  held  the  election  of  officers  for  the  upper  Battalion,  and 
the  enclosed  are  the  persons  who  were  chosen  to  command  tbe 
Battalion  and  the  several  Coibpanies,  which  compose  said  Btittalion. 
John  Jenkins  and  John  Swift,  by  Enquire  Gore,  I  am  informed  ate 
OHt  of  the  State:  and  it  is  pretty  generally  known,  that  they  are 
making  aB  possible  -preparations  to  remove  their  fomilies.  This  cir- 
cumstance, I  thought  necessary  to  mention  that  Council  might  give 
further  directions  for  a  new  election.  I  would  likewise  Inform 
Council,  that  by  the  advice  of  authority,  I  held  the  last  election  in 
different  places.  The  reasons  why  I  adopted  thjji  ttiethod,  were  the 
inconveniency  of  the  people's  assembling  at  one  place.  This  I 
suppose  was  not  altogether  conformable  to  the  law  regulating  elec* 
tionfl^;  but  when  I  inform  that  the  district  is  exceedingly  lengthy; 
perhaps  the  method  by  Council,  may  not  altogether  be  deem'd  in- 
proper  or  ineligible.  If  it  should  be,  your  Excellency's  and  Goon- 
dl's  pleasure  will  be,.  (I  trust,)  signified  in  the  directions  for  holding 
another  election.  Also  is  encbsed  the  choice  of  Officers  made  by 
the  light  Draggoons  and  Infantry  Companies.  That  election  of  the 
light  Draggoons,  was  once  before  held ;  but  as  it  was  not  periMiy  ' 
consiataat  with  kiw;  I  thought  proper  to  assemble  themt  agftin  j 
Which  being  done,  they  proceeded  and  ratified  their  former  choice, 

♦  See  p.  875.  f  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XT.,  p  WO 
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bj  the  apliftiDg  of  hands.  If  this  shsll  be  deem'd  illegal,  when 
directions  pxe  given,  I  shall  BammoQ  the  company  to  another  ele(^ 
tion.  In  the  meantime  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  yoor  Excellency's 
nBtk  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 

VAVS  BUTLER  • 

• 

P.  S.^^Yacanoies  in  the  Companies  of  the  leirer  Battaficm  art 
filled  up,  whieb  are  on  the  return  ^  I  would  just  mention  than 
whose  Oomoiission  were  not  sent  on.  Whether  I  shall  prooeed  to 
call  oth«r  election  or  not  ? 

Z.B. 
Directed^ 

To  his  Excellency,  Benj'n  Franklin,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. — ^Read  Sept  1;  postponed  to  the  3d. 


BOABD  OF  TrBAB'Y  TO  DSLEOATBS  IK  CONGRESS— Er IE, 

1788. 

Board  of  Treasury^  August  28, 1788. 
Oentlemen, 

The  United  States  in  Congress,  having  by  their  act  of  the  20th 
Instant,  determined  that  no  Reservations  are  in  their  judgment| 
necessary  to  be  made  on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  a  certain 
Tract  of  Land,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  Line, 
run  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Pensylvania;  and  the 
Boundaries  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts.  We  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we  accept  your  Proposal  for  the  pncchase 
of  the  said  tract,  on  behalf  of  the  state  of  Pennsilvania,  as  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  7th  July,  1788. 
We  bave  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect.  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  humble  Servants, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEB.f 
Indofrudj 

Selej;ates  proposal  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Lake  Ene  lands ;  and  the  Boards  acceptance  of  the  proposal. 

DvrteMy 
To  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  885,  and  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XT.,  p.  625. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  524,  528,  580. 


Copt— Delbgates  to  Board  Ojt  T&easury.— Erib,  1788. 

We  the  Delegates  of  the  Stit»  of  PennsylTaDw,  in  oomplianee 
with  inetructioDS;  and  in  virlae  of  powera,  received  ^om  the  said 
State,  do  hereby  offer  to  contract  (in  behalf  of  the  said  State,)  with 
the  Honble  Board  of  Treasury,  for  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  Meridian  Line, 
run  between  Lake  £rie  and  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Boundaries  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  at  the  - 
rate  of  three-fourth  of  a  dollar  per  acre ;  payable  in  Oold  or  Silver, 
or  in  public  securities  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest ;  when 
the  quantity  ascertained  by  aotnal  survey,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  a  Resolution  of  Congress;  of  the  7th  of  June,  1788.* 
(Signed.)  WM.  BINGHAM, 

JAMES  R.  BEID, 
True  Copjf 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
ARTHUR  LEB. 
New  York,  July  7, 1788. 


Ohitiok  oir  JvDQts  on  an  Admiralty  CasE;  1788. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President^  and  the  Honorable  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^ 

We,  whose  names  are  nnder-written,  have  read  &  considered  the 
Letter  to  You  from  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  21"^  in- 
stant,f  and  also  the  paper  transmitted  therewith,  dated  the  15*^  instant, 
and  under  the  hand  k  seal  of  the  British  Consul,  which  have  been 
referred  to  us  for  our  opinion  thereon ;  and  now  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  a  due  deference  to  the  }aws  and  usages  of  foreign  Nations  ought 
at  all  times  to  be  paid,  where  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  muni- 
cipal laws  &  jurisdiction  of  this  state — That  Commissions  for  the 
taking  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  &c.,  have  been  frequently  sent 
by  our  courts  of  justice  to  British  subjects,  Oenilemen  hi  Office, 
Merchants  and  others  in  London  &  elsewhere,  and  in  every  instance 
complied  with  &  executed — And  that  we  do  not  discover  in  the  present 
case,  that  the  jurisdiction  or  rights  of  the  court  of  Admiralty  of  this 
State  have  been  violated. 

The  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  warrant  of  survey,  signed  by  the 
British  Consul,  is  an  Act,  which  it  seems,  is  required  to  be  done  by 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  contains  in  it  only  a  requM,  not  a 
oommandk    Upon  the  whole,  we  hambly  conceive,  that  an  indulgence 

•  *  See  pp.  808,  881.  f  ^^^  PP«  ^76,  818. 
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of  thia  sort  m%j  &  oaghi  to  be  pennitted  to  all  foreigDen,  for  the 
eaae  and  benefit  of  commerce^  and  the  more  especially  to  snch  who 
observe  a  reciprooiij. 
Philadelphia,  August  the  28%  1788. 

THOS.  M'KEAN, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  jna. 


S.  PotTBL,  President  Agricultural  Society  to  V.  P. 
Muhlenberg — Hesbian  Ply,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  haye  just  now  reottved  yeor  Notifioation  of  the  Desire  of  the 
Snpreme  Ezeoutive  Council,  to  be  informed  of  yarious  Particulars 
relatiye  to  the  Hessian  Fly*  The  society  for  promoting  Ag^- 
culture,  to  whom  this  Request  is  addressed,  meets  To  morrow 
Evening,  when  this  shall  be  laid  before  them.  I  have  not  a  Doubt 
that  they  will  most  chearfully  communicate  every  Information  that 
they  are  possessed  of  relative  to  this  destructive  Inseot. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  humble  Servt. 

SAMUEL  FOWBL. 

September  1,  1788. 
Directed, 
The  Honble.  P.  Muhlenberg,  Esq. 


Return  op  Field  Officers  elected — upper  Battalion — 
IN  Luzerne,  1788. 

A  Return  of  Field  &  Company  Officers,   elected  in  the  upper 
Battalion  in  the  County  of  Luzern,  1788. 

John  Jenkins,  Lieut.  Col. 

John  Swift,  Major. 

C  Soloman  Bonnet,  Gapt. 

Tioga  Gompy.  •<  Lucas  Detrick,  Lieut. 

(^  John  Depew,  £nsn. 

(  John  Spalding,  Capt 

Sheshequena  Compy.   •]  Samuel  Oore,  Lieut 

(  Samuel  Southwortb,  Ensn. 

♦  S«e  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  628-626.  • 
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Wjrasook  Compy.         -j  Jehiel  Frankling,  Lieut 

( Isaac  Strope,  JBSdsq. 

(  Martin  Dudlej,  Capt. 

MeshopiDg  Compj.      j  Joseph  Kilbuni,  Lient 

(David  Wooddwatd;  Enan. 

*^ "                         f  Jostas  JoDes,  Oapt. 

Tankhannack  Compj.'<  Ebenezer  StephenS|  Lieut. 

t  Joseph  Arthur;  Eusn. 

(  Daniel  Shaw,  Capt 

Wjluaiuk  Co  icp        <  Joseph  Elliot,  Lieut. 

(  Stephen  Durell,  Ensn. 

C  Jonathan  NewmaOi  Capt 

Pitts  Town  Compy.      i  Henry  Harding,  Lieut. 

(  Roger  Seaiis;  Ensn. 

(  Peter  Harris,  Capt. 

Exeter  Compy.            -<  Thomas  Hardiugi  Lieut. 

( Oliver  Harding  Ensn.        , 

The  foregoing  is  a  trad.  Betura  as  made  to  m^  by  the  0$t^U  In- 
spectors agreeable  to  Law. 
Wilka-Barre,  August  26th,  1788. 

HisBxcellenoy  the  President  in  Council.  I   ZEBN.  BUTLER,* 

\       County  Lieut. 


S.  Powell,  Prbsibbnt  of  Aorioultural  Society,  to  V.  P. 
Muhlenberg — Hbssun  Fly,  1T88. 

Sir, 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,*  before 
whom  I  had  the  Honor  of  laying  the  Enquiries  addressed  to  them 
by  the  Supreme  Exeoutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject 
of  the  Hessian  Fly,  have  directed  me  to  assure  your  honorable 
Board  that,  from  every  oommamcation  made  to  them  oil  that  sub- 
ject, they  are  decidly  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  Plant  of  the  wheat 
alone,  that  is  injured  by  this  destructive  Insect — that  what  Grain 
happens  to  be  produoed  from  such  plants  is  sound  and  good — and 
that  this  Insect  is  not  prapagated  by  sowing  wheat  which  gcev 
on  Fields  infested.with  it. 

For  the  best  Information,  relative  to  the  other  Enquiries,  the  * 
Society  beg  Leavo  to  refer  jqqx  honorable  JBoard  to  the    P^na- 

*  Col.  fteo.,  Vol-  XV.,  p.  526. 
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sylvania  Mercury  of  Jum  8,  September  14,  1787,  &  July  1,  1788 
and  to  the  PennBylvauia  Packett  of  August  21|  1788. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Bubscribe, 

myself,  in  the  Name  of  the  Society, 

Sir/  your  most  obedt  humble  servt. 

SAMUEL  POWEL,  Pjresidt.* 
Philadelphia,  September  8, 1788. 

DirecUdf 

Honble.  P.   Muhlenberg,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Memorul  of  Inhabitants  of  Luzbrnb  Co. — ^Wyoming, 

1788. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  Ae  Freemen  of  the 
Oommonwealth  of  Pemisylyania  in  General  assembly  met. 

fhB  Memorial  Aaddreea  of  the  inhiManta  of  tbeooanty  of 
Luzerne, 

Most  respectfully  sheweth, 

Thatr  with  the  moat  honest  intention  we  uniformly  present  our 
respectful  Thanks  to  your  honorable  House  for  publishing  a  Bill 
confirming  to  us  those  seventeen  townships  which  aro  named  in  the 
Bill. 

We  now  look  up  to  your  honors  as  our  fathers.  Guardians  and 
Protectors,  to  Pass  said  Bill  into  a  Law  and  grant  us  the  Priveledge 
.to  Devide  said  Lands  among  our  self,  agreeable  to  onr  Gonaeoticut 
holding,  which  will  not  onlv  save  Cost  to  the  State,  but  will  give  us 
the  greatest  satisfaction  and  enable  us,  if  there  should  be  any  vacant 
rights,  to  Distribute  the  same  to  our  fellow  sufferers  who  are  not 
comprehended  in  this  Bill. 

Thus  will  you  increase  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Great  and  Flourish- 
ing State,  and  will  give  Joy  and  comfort  to  the  widow  &  Fatherless. 
And  we  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray, 

Samuel  Allen,  Benja.  Roberts, 

Nathaniel  Ohapman,  Samuel  Bennet, 

Josiah  Kellogg,  Hezekiah  Roberts,  Jm. 

Joeiah  Eves,  Jaeob  Roberts, 

Joel  Holkomb,  Jonathan  Rogers,  Jon., 

Daniel  Ross,  Samuel  Ayres, 

*  Josiah  Eves  Junior,  John  Doil, 

John  Knickerbadcer,  Benj.  Davis^ 

«  See  Col  Refl.,  Vol.  XV.»  pp«  624,  526 
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JoA  Aiheriouy  Thos.  Bennet, 

Eleanor,  ^AldeD, 

James  Bidlack,  -- — ^— Alden, 

Hezekiah  Koberts^  Marj^  Cornstock, 

Indorsed, 

[Read  1  time  Sept.  4,  1788,  Read  2  time  Seq).  9  k  ReM.  io 
the  Qrand  Gmm**  oq  the  Wjodiing  buseiueaB.] 


SbOBKTARY  of  CoNOBBSS  to  PrES.  PRANKtm,  1788. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  GongresB,  Sep.  4th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honcnr  to  traomitt  t»  your  Excellency  herewith  en- 
closed an  act  of  the  United  States  in  congress  asssembled,  by  which 
they  relinquish  aud  transfer  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  juris- 
diction of  the  tract  of  land  on  lake  Erie,  which  the  State  has  agreed 
to  purchase  of  the  United  States.* 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Escellency^s  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  lerFant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Direetedf 

His  Esoellency,  the  President' of  the  Supreme  EzecutiTC  CouBcil 
of  PeDDsylvaoia. 


Rbsolittion  of  CoKeRBss— -Eric,  1768. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  4, 1788. 
Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Board  of  Treasury  in  conformity  io 
the  act  of  Ooogress  of  the  6th  June  kst,f  ha^  entered  into  a  oon- 
Inet  with  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  PcansyWania  in  behalf  of 
the  Bsid  State,  for  the  tract  of  land  bounded  east  agreeably  to  the 
cession  of  Western  territory,  by  the  States  of  MasBaohnsetts  &  New 
York,  sooth  by  Penosylvama,  nordi  &  west  by  lake  BH^^aad 
whereas,  the  said  traet  is  entirely  sepaorated  from  the  other  lends  of 
the  western  territory,  over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  extends;  and  wheieas  under  these  circumstances  it  will  be 


*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  630. 
t  See  pp.  808,  81«. 
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expedient  for  the  State  of  Penofiylvania  to  hold  and  ezwdiaft  Jwfi- 
diotion  over  the  tract  aforesaid,  iherefore 

Besolved^That  the  United  States  do  hereby  relinqnish,  and  trans- 
fer all  their  right,  title  and  claim  to  the  government  and  jnrisdiction 
of  the  said  tract  of  land,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  forever :  and 
,.it  is  hereby  declared  and  made  known  thai  the  lawe  and  public  acta 
of  the  said  State  shall  extend  over  every  paxt  of  the  same  tract  lo 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  same  had  been  or  ginally  within 
the  charter  bounds  of  the  said  State — provided  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  tract  shall  be  maintained  in  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  other  Citisens  of  the  ^aid  State  of  Penney Ivanii^  are  now  or 
may  hereafter  be  constitutionally  entitled  to  enjoy. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Thomas  Fishbr  to  CoraciL,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

I  find  that  much  disputing  and  contention  is  carrying  on  conoem- 
cerning  an  Election  held  for  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  District 
where  I  Lived  for  a  Great  Lenj^tfa  of  time,  and  had  the  honour  to 
hold  thatGommisslon  for  near  about  Eleven  years,  (all  which  donbt- 
less  will  be  Laid  before  your  honours) — from  my  particular  know- 
ledge of  the  District  and  Information  which  I  have  from  beinffsinoe 
the  Election  different  times  amongst  the  people,  I  think  it  tny  India- 
pensible  Dnty  (having  my  Lands  &  Children  in  the  District)  to  men- 
tion a  few  things  to  your  honours — first  then  I  beg  Leave  to  mention 
to  your  honours  that  the  person  now  acting  by  your  Commission  has 
been  Engaged  in  doing  business  as  a  Clerk  or  Conveyancer  in  the 
District  for  many  years,  bears  an  Unblemished  Character,  has  spent 
time  and  been  at  Great  pains  many  times  to  compose  differences 
amongst  his  neighbours,  and  has  dedicated  part  of  his  time  to  study  the 
Law,  and  certainly  can  be  of  much  Greater  use  Both  to  the  district 
and  county  at  Large  in  that  Commission  than  any  other  in  the  dis- 
■trictr — and  I  weuld  farther  Inform  your  honours  that  it  is  the  utmost 
«tiffic«lty  to  hold  an  Election  of  Like  kind  in  that  district^  as  tbcte 
is  a  many  amall  tenements  in  a  town  within  the  district,  and  oileii 
selling  and  buyiogy  and  zemoving  from  place  to  place,  and  kaving 
Joint  Interests  in  houses  &  Lands,  &c.,  that  it  is  morally  Impoasille 
for  Judges,  Inspecton,  ft  Oonstables  to  determine  upon  a  day  of 
Election  who  has  the  right  of  a  free  holder  to  vote,  and  it  appeals 
bard  in  a  Land  of  freedom  to  devest  or  hinder  any  person  to  vote 
becsnse  his  freehold  is  but  small,  or  beeanse  it  may  foe  oooeei^d  he 
has  not  paid  for  his  premises,  or  has  not  obtained  his  deed,  as  those 
sort  of  people  has  most  to  depend  on  the  magistrate — from  all  which 


PBHirsniTANIA  ABOHrV£S  1788.  8M 

I  ilM  ybifr  ii<>noiiT#  wAl  be  of  my  ophiioii,  tkit  haidty  any  Blee- 
tion  of  Like  kind  «ftii  be  held  fttnongst  Ileterate  oonntry  people  bnl 
what  wiU  afibrd  OtohiioI  of  dispnte.  Bat  from  mj  partwnlar  Ae- 
qimi&laDoe  with  most  part  of  the  Judges,  iDspectors  and  GoMtables, 
I  have  Teasen  to.beHete  that  they  acted  with  a  hli  and  honest  In- 
tentiim,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  person  now  in  Oommiesion  will  be 
aatisfiictory  to  the  Greater  part  in  the  district — and  if  they  should 
have  another  SleoHon  it  nay  be  subject  to  dispute,  either  that  they 
were  too  sempulous  in  admitting  Votes,  or  otherwise,  or  perhaps 
some  one  or  two  may  slip  in  who  has  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance, so  that  the  district  will  be  kept  in  continual  confusion,  and 
without  n  aa^strato,  and  perhaps  only  to  Gratify  an  Individual  or 
two,  fto.,  these  things  I  with  the  utmost  dtfidence  beg  your  honours 
attention  to — as  th'^y  are  matters  of  fact  which  will  be  found  so' 
upon  the  strictest  inquiry. 

As  also  I  conceive  that  where  Judges  &  Inspectors  not  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  Election  Laws,  and  not  being  furnished  therewith, 
may  easyly  mistake  and  prevent  some  who  perhaps  had  a  right,  & 
admit  others  who  had  not,  but  I  am  well  Informed  that  any  Vote 
which  appeared  dubioue  was  reflered  to  a  Magistrate  who  was  pre- 
sent, aud  was  taken  or  Rejected  as  he  and  they  judged  was  according 
to  Law— although  perhaps  they  might  have  been  Mistaken  in  some 
points,  yet  I  am  well  convinced  they  meant  what  was  just,  honest  & 
fair,  &c. 

I  am,  D'  Gentlemen, 

with  the  utmost  Respect  &  Concern, 

your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

THOS.  FISHER. 
York  Town,  September  8th,  1788. 

Direcfedy 

To  the  honourable,  the  Supream  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Favoured  by  Joseph  Lilly,  Esqr. 


Report  of  Supreme  Exechttivb  Council  to  Assembly. — 
Erie,  1788. 

A  Report  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  the  Qeneral  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  they  have  negotiated^with  Congress  for  purcbastng  the  land 
contained  in  the  interval  betwixt  a  meridian  line  run  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  States  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts,  at  the  rate  of  three  quarters  of  a  dollar  per 
acre,  payable  in  Gold  or  Silver,  or  in  public  Securitiea  of  the  United 

17* 
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BMbBj  bftftriag  intenti,  wb^  the  qoMUity  b  taoarteiaed  by  iil«»l 
survey  in  the  manner  jpreMribed  by  a  veeolution  of  Ooagrees  of  die 
sixth  of  last  June.  As  more  fully  appears  by  the  aooompanying  in* 
Btmotiona  to  oar  Delegates  in  Gcmgresa,  of  the  fourteenth  day  ^ 
June  last — their  propoijals  to  the  Board  of  Treasary  of  the  seven^ 
of  Joly  — and  the  said  Board's  final  aeoeptanoe  of  the  Terms  en  the 
twenty  eighth  day  of  August  last* 

An  Estimate  of  other  probable  ezpenditores  thai  may  be  ineorred 
hy  the  purchase  is  herewith  presentedi  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

To  eonolude  the  business  with  the  United  States,  it  now  ramaina 
for  the  General  Assembly  to  make  the  requisite  appropriation  of 
pnblio  securitieS|  and  to  assign  funds  wh^oe  the  other  e&penees  may 
be  drawn. t 

1788,  Septr. ' 


ESTIMATB  OF  EXPENSB  OF  THE  La£B  ErIB  LaI^DS,  OF  THE 

Six  Natioi^s  of  Indians,  1788. 

An  Estimate  of  the  Ezpenoe  that  may  probably  attend  the  business 
of  the  Lake  Erie  Lands,  if  it  should  be  directed  to  purchase  the 
claim  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians. 

Supposed  price  in  Tarious  suitable  articles  amounting 

1000  Dolkrs,*  jC375 

Provisions  of  different  kinds,  '         100 

Charges  of  Waggonage,  Boat  hire,  &c.,  150 

Pay  of  Commissioners,  hire  of  Interpreters,  Runners,  &o.,  260 

Presents  to  the  Qreat  Men,  75 


£950 


V.  ?•  Muhlenberg  to  Speaker  of  Assembly — ^Erie, 

1788. 

In  Council, 

PhiladelphU,  September  8'S  1788. 
Sir, 

By  direetion  of  the  Board,§  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  yon, 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  An  Act  of  Congress 

♦  See  pages  882,  888. 
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See  pages  882,  883. 

See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XV.,  pp.  628,  680,  682. 

See  page  246. 

See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  630. 
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pasmd  ibe  fenrtli  instant,'^  by  wbkh  tliv  Umted  StalM  riilBqiiiili 
and  tisnflfer  to  the  State  of  PeDnsjlvania  all  their  Right,  Title  and 
CUb  to  the  J&oveniiDent  and  Jarisdiotion  of  the  Traot  of  Land  on 
Lake  EnO)  whioh  the  Stete  has  agned  to  paxehaM  of  the  Usited 
States. 

Bf  aooooniireeeiTed  firom  Pittshurgh,  a  paciio  dlspealtion  iBmani- 
feeted  on  the  part  of  the  iDdianSi  and  there  ie  now  reason  to  expeet 
a  large  meetiag  ci  the  Northern  and  Wefitem  Trifaeeat  MBekingaeii 
to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Continental  Gonnnisn6nera.  Thie  favora* 
ble  opportunity,  onght  not,  in  the  opinion  of  Gonncil,  to  bemisiad 
— For  altho'  the  quantity  of  Land  in  the  Triangle  purebaeed  from 
the  Board  of  Treaeary  cannot  be  aaeertained  with  preeietoa  before 
the  neeenary  lines  are  run  agreeable  to  the  Aet  of  Congress  of  the 
sixth  day  of  Jane  last,  yet,  as  a  great  part  of  the  Expeaee  attending 
Treaties  with  Indians  is  incurred  by  colleoting  and  furnishing  them 
with  proTisions;  charges  which,  in  this  Instance,  may  be  ayoided. 

Council,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  the  appointing  Commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  this  State  to  attend  the  ensuing  Treaty  for 
purchasing  from  the  Indians  who  may  appear  to  have  just  Claims  to 
the  same,  the  whole  of  the  Triangle  aforesaid,  as  nearly  as  the  bounds 
of  the  same  may  be  ascertained  by  the  best  information  whieb  can 
be  now  obtained. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 
Dirtetedf 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  General 
Assembly.  ^ 

Indorsed^  < 

Read  I  time  Sept.  9, 1788.  Read  2  time,  &  refe'  to  Mr.  Lowiji 
Mr.  Irwin  &  Mr.  Findley. 


V.  P.  Muhlenberg  to  Brig.  Gen.  Josuh  Harmab,  1788. 

In  Council, 

^  Philad%  Wednesday,  September  9*^  1788. 
Dear  General, 

Your  favor  of  the  30^^  of  Junef  has  been  for  a  considerable  time 
under  oonsideration  of  the  Board,  but  owing  to  the  embarrassment 
The  Executive  labor  under  by  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  Cnn', 

*  See  page  387.  f  See  page  326. 
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we  fo«*d  that  to  0Dvit>ly  with  yotr  requesty  relative  to  tiie  Henej 
eUotted  for  the  reoraiting  service,  it  was  absolately  Deoessftry  we  shoold 
ky  the  matter  before  the  House.  This  has  bees  dooe,  k  the  resoll 
I  shall  do  myself  tbe  Honor  to  commanioate  as  soon  as  the  Hoaae 
determine. 

■  Agreeably  to  your  reeommendatioti,  The  Board  have  appoiBied 
B.  Allison  Surgeon  to  your  Reg^^  &  J.  F.  CSarmichsel,  Mate.  The 
Board  seem  still  to  adhere  to  their  former  determination  relative  to 
the  dispute  of  Bank  between  Ziegler,  Ferguson  Ac,  as  They  do  not 
eonsider  the  Troops  rais'd  by  virtue  of  the  zesolntion  of  Congrass  of 
the  8«  of  June  1784,  as  Militia. 

The  hurry  of  business  oooasioned  by  the  meeting  of  the  HooaOi 
&e.,  prevents  me  from  saying  more  on  the  snbjeet  at  present — ^I 
shall  do  myself  the  Honor  to  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Respect,  your  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 
PETER  MUHLENBERG, 
y.  Piesident. 
H<moraUe  Brigadier  General  Harmar. 


V.   P.   MUHLBNBBRO    TO    GeN.    St.    ClAIR — WESTERN  TER- 
RITORY,  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Wednesday,  Sept'  9«^,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  The  Board  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yoor 
Excellency's  Letter  dated  af  Fort  Harmar,  July  24*^,  containing  an 
'account  of  the  attack  made  on  tbe  Continental  Troops  stationed  at 
the  Falls  of  Muskingnm,  by  a  party  of  Indians. 

The  General  Assembly  will  probably  meet,  &  proceed  to  business 
this  day — ^your  Letter,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress  by 
which  They  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers^  will  be  laid 
before  tbe  House  immediately ;  &  we  flatter  ourselves  such  measures 
will  be  adopted  as  will  fully  answer  your  wishes ;  as  soon  as  this 
measure  is  completed,  I  shall  do  myself  tbe  Honor  to  give  you  imme- 
diate information. 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant, 

PETER  MUHLEJfBBRG,  V.  P. 

His  Excellency  Arthur  S*  Clair,  Enquire,  Governor  of  the  Wes- 
tern Territory. 
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Resolution  o?  Assembly — ^Puechase  of  Powder  Maga- 
ziNB,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsjlvania. 
In  General  Asaeaablj, 

Friday,  Sepleinber  12,  1788— A.  M. 
The  Houae  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the  ref>ori  on  that  perl 
of  the  Messiage  of  Ooancil  relatsTe  to  the  6an  powder  Megazioe, 
poetponed  September  9^,  and  in  debating  the  following  reeoln- 
tkm,  Yia^: 

'^  Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Ezeentive  Ooanotl  be  reqneated  to 
^  oonsider  of  a  spot  saitable  for  a  Gun  powder  Magaxine  without  the 
'<  eity  of  Philadelphia,  and  at  a  safe  dietanoe  from  it — ^And  to  nego- 
"  eiate  the  pui'chaee/' 

On  the  qaeetion,  <'  Will  the  House  adopt  the  said  reeolution  V^ 
It  was  earried  in  the  Affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,* 

J.  SHALLU8,  A8B*Crk. 

In  Pursuance  with  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  the  Committee  of 
Council  aforesaid  hereby  give  public  Notice  that  proposals  will  be 
received  from  any  Person  having  suitable  Ground  to  dispose  of  for 
the  Purpose  above  mentioned,  betweeu  the  Hoars  of  9  and  12  in  the 
forenoon^  on  week  days,  at  ihe  Council  Chamber,  in  the  State  Hou^e, 
when  proper  times  will  be  appoined  to  view  the  Ground  so  offered  to 
sale. 


Deposition  of  William  SMirff,  1788. 

Luseme  County,  ss. 

September  13tb,  1788. 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  Mathias  Hollenback,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  County,  The  person  of  William 
Smith,  and  being  duly  Sworn,  Dcposeth  and  saith,  That  be,  this  De- 
ponant,  on  the  27th  of  June  Last,  that  he,  this  Deponant,  Being  one 
of  Capt.  John  Paul  Schoots  company  of  Light  Dragoons,  on  an  Ex- 
pedition up  the  River  Susquehannah  in  order  to  retake  Colo.  Timothy 
Pickering  from  the  Insurgents,  He,  this  Deponant,  often  Urffed  said 
Capt.  Schoots  to  be  more  Expeditious  on  his  March,  or  else  this 
deponant  feared  they  would  not  come  up  with  the  Insurgents. 
Schoots  replyed  to  this  Deponant  that  ho  had  no  inclination  to  be  in 
too  much  of  a  hurry,  for  befjared  the  insurgents  would  be  too  Strong 
for  them;  He  chose  to  delay  his  March  untill  the  Company  of  foot 

*   Sec  Col.  Rec,  V.  XV.,  p.  5S5. 
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came  forward.  Captain  Schoots  went  no  farther  than  Jones  that 
night,  whioh  was  about  Sixteen  miles  from  Wilkesborrogh,  and 
this  Deponant  further  saith  that  the  ooald  have  easy  went  30  miles 
where  the  party  lay  that  Night  that  took  Col.  Pickerinff.  This 
Deponant  and  many  others  of  the  Oompany,  urged  said  Sohoots  to 
push  on  to  Tanckhannock,  where  the  insurgents  lay  that  night,  whieh 
he  eipiessly  refused  to  do ;  and  this  Deponant  further  saith  that 
said  Schoots  delayeth  the  Mareh  until!  nine  or  Ten  o'Gloek  the  next 
day,  (which  was  the  28th  of  June)  Then,  on  the  said  day,  Gapfe. 
Schoots  Delayed  the  March  as  before,  (th^  foot  not  Coming  up)  and 
this  Deponant  continued  to  urge  Capt.  Schoots  to  be  more  expeditious, 
Then  Schoots  reply'd  to  this  Deponant  that  they  must  do  something 
and  make  a  bluster,  In  order  to  satisfy  Government,  if  they  went 
but  a  few  miles  after  them  it  would  be  sufficient^  for  GovemawDt 
would  not  know  but  they  had  done  their  Endeavours  to  take  them, 
and  that  they're  turning  out  and  making  a  Bluster  would  gain  the 
Company  a  great  name ;  and  further  this  Deponant  saith  not. 

WM.  SMITH. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this 
13th  day  of  September,  1788. 
Before  me, 

MATHIAS  HOLLBNBACR. 


Deposition  of.  John  Hollbnback,  1788. 

Luzerne  County,  ss. 

The  13th  day  of  Sept.,  1788,  before  me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  Gonnty,  Came  John  HoUenback, 
and  was  Duely  sworen  according  to  Law,  Deposeth  &  Saith  that  he^ 
the  Deponent,  ware  in  Company  with  Capt.  John  P.  Schoot,  whome 
at  said  time  Commanded  a  Company  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  then 
had  his  Company  on  Parade,  to  Pursue  a  Number  of  Royetous  Per- 
sons  whome  Had  taken  and  Conveyed  away  the  Body  of  Timothy 
Pickering,  Esq.  I  seeing,  as  I  thougt,  Neglect  in  said  Schoot  as  to 
the  Expedition,  and  also  made  Mention  to  Capt.  Schoot  that  I 
thought  by  Appearance  that  the  Expedition  would  be  of  Small  Event, 
Whereupon  said  Schott  Carelesly  Cast  his  head  about  and  Said  it 
would  answer  for  a  Show  to  the  State,  whereupon  the  Deponent 
Turned  his  Back  and  further  Saith  not* 

JOHN  HOLLENBACK. 

Sworn  &  Subscribed  the  Day  above  Written,  before  me, 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Bbsoluiions  of  Gbnekaii  Assbmblt— E&ib,  1788. 

State  of  PeuDsjlyania,  In  General  Asaenblj, 
Saturday,  September  13thy  1788.    A.  M. 
The  House  resumed  the  conBideration  of  the  report  on  that  part 
of  the  Message  relative  to  the  purohase  of  a  tract  of  Country  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  adopted  the  same  as  follows,  yi^., 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  firom  the  Vice 
President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  respecting  the  pur- 
chase (^  the  triangular  Piece  of  Ijaud  lying  hetween  the  Western 
line  of  New  York,  the  Northern  lioe  of  Pennsylvania,  and  part  of 
Lake  Erie^  including  the  whole  Country  within  the  said  bouDdariea 
lately  made  by  Council  thro'  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled^  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  they  nave  deliberately  considered  the  said  Letter  and  the 
papers  accompanying  the  same,  and  have  thereupon  conferred  with 
Council  on  the  subject  Matter  thereof. 

That  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  purchase  made  by 
Council  is  advantageous  to  this  Commonwealth,  and  should  be  con« 
irmed  by  this  House. 

That  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  provide  adequate  Funds  for 
complying  with  the  Contract  and  making  the  purchase  of  the  Country 
from  the  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  Policy  and  Justice  which  have 
ever  marked  the  Conduct  of  Pennsylvania  in  such  Cases. 

That  as  a  Treaty  is  now  about  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  at  Mus- 
kingum, it  will  be  proper  and  o&conomical  to  take  advantage  of  this 
Circumstance  to  make  overtures  at  least  to,  and  if  practicable  to 
compleat  the  purchase  of  the  said  Country  from,  the  Savages,  The 
Ezpence  and  delay  of  a  particukr  Treaty  for  so  small  an  object  «ill 
hereby  be  avoided. 

That  in  order  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  might  be  the  quantity  of 
Land  which  was  the  subject  of  the  Contract,  your  Committee  re- 
quested the  attendance  of  Mr.  EUicot,  an  intelligent  person  and  well 
acquainted  with  that  Country.  But  as  the  meridian  Line  forming 
the  Western  Boundary  of  Now  York  is  not  actually  run,  the  Quan- 
tity cannot,  with  any  degree  pf  accuracy,  be  ascertained.  On  an 
estimate,  calculated  on  the  supposed  place  of  the  said  meridian  in  a 
point  of  the  Northern  Line  of  Pennsylvania  the  most  favorable  to 
the  pretension  of  New  York,  there  appear  to  be  about  one  Million  of 
Acres  contained  within  the  Boundaries  of  this  Purchase.  Where- 
fore your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  Resolution  be 
recommended  to  the  Consideration  of  the  House. 

Besdved,  That  this  House  accept,  on  the  part  of  this  Common- 
wealth, the  Contract  made  with  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  thro'  the 
Agency  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  as  mentioned  in 
-  the  proposals  of  the  said  Delegates,  dated  the  7  th  day  of  July,  in  the 
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preaent  jear,  referring  to  a  resolution  of  Coomss  of  the  sixth  Jane* 
in  the  same  year,  being  the  resolution  of  Congress  intended  to  be 
reoited  in  the  said  Contract,  which  proposals  were  accepted  and 
agreed  to  by  the  said  Board  of  Treasury  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
August  last  past,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  the  said  proposala 
and  acceptance  relating  to  a  triangular  Piece  or  Tract  of  Country 
situate,  lying  and  being  on  Lake  Erie,  bounded  on  the  Bast  by  a 
meridian  Line,  part  of  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  on  the  South  by  part  of  the  Northern  Boundary  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylyania,  being  a  continuation  of  the  Line  between  this 
State  and  that  of  New  York  from  the  Western  Boundary  of  the  said 
State  till  it  intersects  the  said  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  by  the  said 
Lake,  including  Presque  Isle,  and  running  North  Easterly,  or  as  the 
Margin  of  the  said  Lake  runs,  according  to  the  several  Courses 
thereof,  [with  all  Benefit,  Property  and  Advantages  of  the  Coasts, 
Bays  and  Inlets  on  and  near  that  part  of  the  Margin  of  the  said 
Lake  which  is  the  Boundary  of  the  Country  herein  described  or  in- 
tended so  to  be]  till  it  meets  the  said  meredian  Line  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  said  Contract  and  agreement  is  hereby  confirmed, 
ratified  and  agreed  to  by  and  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

That  it  is  hereby  recommendpd  to  the  succeeding  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  to  provide  Certificates  of  Debts 
due  from  the  United  States — fully  to  pay  and  discharge  the  Con* 
sideration  Monies  due  agreeable  to  the  said  Contract,  at  three-fourths 
of  a  dollar  per  acre,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  Contract,  so 
soon  as  the  same  Land  shall  be  surveyed  and  the  quantity  ascertained 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sixth 
of  June  last,  and  the  said  before  described  Tract  conveyed  to  this 
Commonwealth. 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby 
authorized  and  fully  empowered  to  take  the  Necessary  Steps  for  pur- 
chasing of  the  Indians — who  have  just  Claims  thereto  the  said  Tract 
of  Country,  and  for  this  purpose  to  appoint,  when  they  may  think 
necessary,  two  persons  as  Commissioners  to  negotiate  and  compleat 
the  said  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme.  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  of  this 
State  for  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  tho 
purpose  of  making  the  purchase  of  the  Indians  of  the  said  Tract  and 
bearing  all  Expences  of  the  same,  agreecably  to  an  Estimate  by  the 
said  Council;  communicated  to  this  House.  That  as  there  is  a 
pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  raising  the  said  Nine  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  report  the  best  and  Speediest  Mode  of  procnrine 
and  paying  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the  said 
sum.  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ast.  Cl'k. 

♦  See  pp,  80R,  882,  .383. 
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Capt.  John  P.  Schott  to  Council,  1788. 

The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  ConnciL 

Gentlemen, 

Having  been  honoured  by  you  with  a  Commission  to  Command  a 
Troop  of  Light  Dragoons  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  for  whioh  I  re- 
turn your  Honours  my  greatfuU  thanks,  and  your  Honours  may  be 
asured*  that  with  the  utmost  of  my  appillity  I  shall  indeavour  to  pro- 
mote peace  and  good  order  in  said  County,  but  one  difficulty  arises, 
the  Troop  is  not  armed  yet  and  can't  possible  get  armed  untill  next 
spring,  being  informed  that  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Court  will 
set  in  said  County  of  Luzerne  about  the  beginning  of  November  next 
to  try  John  Franklin  and  others,  and  it  would  pevhaps  be  of  great 
Service  if  the  Troop  was  armed  to  meed  the  judges  and  ascord  them 
to  WUksbarre  and  perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  a  gaurd  to 
prevent  Riots  and  disorders.  I  should  therefor  request  of  your 
Honorable  Board  to  furniah  me  with  about  twentv  pair  of  Pistols 
and  Swords,  a  Stantart  and  Dmmbit  out  of  the  Public  Store  and  I 
wili  iogage  to  be  come  aoooantable  for  the  same.  Your  oomplyanee 
will  not  only  be  of  important  service  in  said  County  but  will  inable 
them  to  be  Immictiate  at  your  Honours  Service  on  all  other  ocation. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  with  the 

greatest  Esteeme  your  moat  obi't 

and  most  humble  Servant. 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  15th,  1788. 
Indonedy 

Write  to  Mr.  Biddle  and  request  him  to  furnish  Captn.  Schott 
with  the  within  Articles  on  loan. — Captain  Schott  to  return  them 
when  called  for. 


YlGB  PilflSEDBNT  MUHI#BNBBRa  TO  AsSJBMBLY,   1788.      ' 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  17th,  1788. 
Bir, 

By  directidi  of  Council,  I  do  myself  tho  honor  to  tranamit  yon 
for  the  Consideration  of  the  General  Assembly.  A  Memorial  from 
Messieura  Tumbull  Marmie  and  Compy,  Merchants  of  this  City — 
Two  letters,  the  one  from  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire  Secretary  of 
Congress,  inclosing  a  State  of  the  Representation  in  Congress  for 
the  months  of  June  July  and  August  1788 — and  the  other  from  Tha 
Honorable  Samuel  Johnston  Esqr.,  PreaideHt  of  the  Convantioa  of 
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the  State  of  North  CaroIiDa  inclosiDg  two  ResoJutions  of  the  said 
Convention,  together  with  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Arthur  St. 
Glair  Esq%  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  dated  the  2nd  instant 
which  is  just  oome  to  hand.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

P.  MUHLENBERG. 

Directed^ 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin  Esqr.^  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 


VlCB  PrSSIBENT  MUHLBNBBRa  TO  ASBKMBLT,   1788. 

In  Council.    Philadelphia,  September  22nd,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  from  Cha's  Thomson,  Esquire,  together  with 
an?Act  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  passed  the  10th  instant  \ 
The  Board  direct  me  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  Consideration  of  the 
GeneraT  Assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with 

great  Respect,  Sir,  Your  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

PETER  MUHLENBERG,  V.  P. 
Dtrectedj 
Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r.,  Speaker  of  General  Aasembly. 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly — Doanb,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tuesday,  September  23d,  1788.  P.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitisimons  seconded  by  Mr.  Peters 

Resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  oa 
the  case  of  Levi  Doan  and  Abraham  Doan  and  to  request  a  respite 
of  their  execution  for  Six  days.]; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Rittenhousa  be 
a  oommittee  for  the  pigrposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLU8,  A.  Clk. 

*  See  Col.  Rec  ,  VoL  XV.,  p.  637. 

f  For  preventing  importation  of  foreign  Malefactors. — See  CoL  Reo  , 
Vol  XV.,  p.  548. 
{  See  CoL  Ree.,  Vd.  XV.,  p.  644. 
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Col.  Timoxht  Pxckbrikg  to  Pebs.  Fbanxlik,  1788. 

PhiladelphiB,  Sept  24, 1788.  . 
Sir, 

Oaptain  Williara  Roes  it  in  town,  &  has  been  waiting  ainoe  Fnday 
for  an  opportanity  of  presenting  to  Congreae  geveral  orders  for  tbe 
rewards  offered  for  apprehending  the  ruffians  who  seised  and  kept 
me  a  pneoner ;  and  for  tbe  information  of  Oonneil,  I  beg  kave  to 
state  the  cases  in  which  the  rewards  are  now  elaimed. 

f  Ira  Manyil  &  Benedict  Satterlee  were  two  of  the  fifteen  men  preseiit 
at  the  t&king  me  off.  Thej  have  been  indicted,  &  pleaded  guiltj 
They  were  apprehended  bj  the  ^ve  persons  named  in  Doctor  Smith's 
certificate.  Manvil  &  Satterlee  were  the  only  persons  who  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proclamation  of  Council  were  committed  to  Easton 
Jail.  That  others,  however,  were  not  alike  committed,  was  not  the 
fiult  of  their  captors.  The  majority  of  the  Justices  did  not  think  it 
necessary  or  expedient;  and  as  the  object  of  Council  must  have 
been  only  to  secure  the  persons  of  tjie  offenders^  it  was  suposed  by  a 
construction  of  the  proclamation,  that  the  captors  would  be  equally 
entitled  to  the  rewards  as  if  the  offenders  were  actually  committed 
to  Easton  Goal. 

Benjamin  Barle  was  apprehended  by  a  party  of  about  twenty 
men,  who  chose  Gideon  Church  for  their  captain.  Tbb  Earle  wa» 
also  of  the  party  that  took  me.  He  offered  to  turn  State's  evi- 
dence ;  and  being  admitted  as  such  by  the  Justices,  was  not  conveyed 
by  his  captors  to  Easton  Goal. 

Thomas  Kinney  was  apprehended  by  the  party  commanded  by 
Captain  Ross,  but  was  not  present  with  the  party  that  took  me;  but 
there  is  evidence  of  his  joining  them  in  arms.  However^  he  has 
pleaded  not  guilty,  &  is  to  be  tried. 

The  four  culprits  above  named  were  apprehended  before  it  was 
known  that  rewards  were  offered. 

Stephen  Jenkins  was  apprehended  by  the  last  party,  formed  after 
the  proolamation  of  Council  was  issued.  Of  this  party  were  Chris- 
tian G.  Oehring,  Willm.  Smith,  James  Sutton,  John  Tuttle,  k  others. 
Bat  Stephen  Jenkins  has  pleaded  not  guilty^  &  for  him  the  reward 
does  not  appear  to  be  due  before  conviction. 

Joseph  Dudley  also  was  apprehended  after  the  proclamation  of 
Council  was  published.  Captain  BoseweQ  Franklin  (captain  elect 
of  a  company  of  militia  about  Wysocks)  raised  a  part  of  his  company, 
&,  joined  by  John  Tuttle,  lay  in  wait  for  a  party  of  tbe  offenders^ 
but  all  save  Dudley,  effected  their  escape.  He  refusing  to  surrender, 
Captain  Franklin  &  some  of  his  men  fired  &  mortally  wounded  him. 
He  was  brougkt  to  Wilksbarre,  &  died  a  day  or  two  alter. 
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Aaron  Kilboni  is  a  lad  of  about  15  yean  old.  He  joined  Uie 
anned  party  after  I  waa  taken — baa  been  indicted,  k  pleaded  gnilty. 
Tbe  manner  of  bis  being  apprehended  (wbicb  was  about  the  15th  of 
August^)  ia  oertified  by  Doctor  Smith.  * 

As  some  disputes  may  arise  about  the  persons  entitled  to  shares 
of  rewards,  I  beg  le^ve  to  suggest,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  order  the  monies  to  be  paid  to  Gaplain  Rimay/ar  iheuBe  of  the 
penoM  to  wham  the  same  are  due ;  and  to  adTiae,  that  in  oaae  of 
>  dispute,  the  elaims  be  heard  &  adjusted  by  any  three  of  the  Juatieea 
of  the  peace  of  the  county. 

I  beg  leave  to  add — That  Captain  fioas,  since  the  first  introduo- 
tion  of  tbe  laws  of  this  State  into  the  county  of  Luzerne,  has  mani- 
fested a  uniform  seal  to  support  the  government  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  readiness  to  expose  himself  to  any  hazards  which  the  welfare 
of  the  State  could  demand  of  a  spirited  &  faithful  citizen.  Besides 
the  loss  of  time  occasioned  by  tbe  wounds  he  received  in  pursuing 
the  offenders  now  referred  to,  ho  has  incurred  an  ezpence  of  upwards 
of  eleven  pounds,  which  his  surgeons  have  charged  for  their  attend- 
ance on  him.  But  what  is  most  unfortunate,  be^  by  these  wounds, 
is  probably  rendered  an  invalid  for  lift.  It  would  seem  to  merit 
the  consideration  of  Council  whether  a  reward  should  not  be  given 
him,  not  only  as  due  for  his  exertions  &  consequent  sufferings  )  but 
aa  an  exemplary  encouragement  to  other  spirited  &  faithful  citizens 
to  engage  in  hazardous  enterprises  when  the  peaoe  ft  wel&re  of  the 
Slate  shall  demand  it. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  Sir, 

very  respectfully^ 

your  most  obedt.  servant, 

T.  PICKERING.* 
JDireciedf 
His  Excellency^  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  in  CounciL 


Mbmorial  Of  William  Smith,  fto.,  1788. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Connoil  of  the  Comrnon- 
welth  of  Pennsylvania!  ^^  Council  met. 

The  memorial  of  William  Smith,  John  Gore,  Benjamin  Durance,  & 
John.Tuttlei  ft  Daniel  Ross,  Inhabitants  of  Wioming,  in  the  county 
of  Luzem,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Humbly  shewetb, 

That  your  petitioners  were  the  only  Persons  that  took  ft  made 
Prisoners  of  Benedict  Satterly  and  Irey  Mandwell,  two  men  who  were 
of  the  Party  which  took  Coronal  Pickering  Prisoner.    The  said 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  646,  647,  64^. 
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Sattelj  &  Haodmll  we  Broogbt  before  William  Hooker  Smiib, 
Esqr-i  &  Timothej  Pickering,  Esqr.,  far  EuisenatioD  &  Conmift- 
ment,  wbare  they  Coofeseed  Gilty  &  ware  by  a  mitemaa  Gonmitled 
to  the  Gaol  at  Wilksbary  Qoder  the  hand  k  Beale  of  Eaqr.  Smith. 
Some  time  after  thare  commitment  the  Goal  in  this  Coonty  wae 
by  the  athorety  thought  to  be  Insufficent.  The  athorety  then  or- 
dered the  Prisoners  to  be  Remoyed  to  Easton  Golc,  In  NortluimpteQ, 
from  whence  they  have  ainoe  been  Branght  to  our  Last  Conrt  in  this 
Countyj  where  Bills  of  Indictment  have  bin  found  against  them  by 
the  Grand  Jury,  which  we  Expect  will  more  fully  appear  by  copies 
of  the  Records  from  this  Cort. 

We  your  morilests  humbly  conceive  that  your  Honors  will  be 
convinsd  when  yon  oome  to  hear  Gaptn.  Boss's  Reports  Gonoearaf ng 
this  mattor,  &  our  Conduct  in  this  Struggle,  that  we  are  only  In* 
titled  to  the  Rewards  offered  by  Government  for  the  said  Satterly  k 
Mandwell,  &  we  Do  Expect  Coronal  Piokering  will  be  in  Town  with 
Qiptin  RoBSy  &  will  be  able  to  Testefye  In  Regard  to  our  Gonduot^ 
&  we  aa  in  Duty  Bound  shall  Pray 

Gaptn.  Ross  Receipt  shall  be  Excepted  by 

WM.  SMITH. 
JOHN  GORE, 
JOHN  TDTTLB. 
BENJAMIN  DORANCE. 

Wioming,  Septr.  13tb,  1788. 

This  ma  Gertefye  That  Wm.  Smith,  John  Gore,  Benjamin  Dor- 
ance,  &  John  Tuttle^  Have  to  the  Beat  of  my  Knoledge  Turned  out 
on   Every  Scout  (to  oppose  &,  Persue  the  Insurgents)  as  Loyal 


Subjects. 
Wioming,  Septr.  13th,  1788. 


WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 


Sir, 

Gideon  Wostenhout  Gave  me  an  order  to  Council,  as  he  Expected 
me  to  go  to  Pbiladelpa.  to  Receive  the  Reward  offered  for  Aron 
Kilbom.  I  have  Lost  the  order,  I  hope  you  will  Indeavor  to  Git 
the  money. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Septr.  ISth,  1788.  ] 

Direeied, 
To  Gaptn.  Wm.  Ross. 
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8eptr«  18th,  1768.  This  may  Certefye  tbait  t  Granted  a  warrant 
against  Aron  Kilborn  to  Gid*  Wostenhout^  Constable,  he,  said  Wos- 
tenhout,  Ik  an  other  man  took  the  sd.  Kilborn  &  Brought  him  before 
me  for  Examenation^  &  he  being  found  Giltj  of  Takeing  tip  arms 
agaibst  the  State,  &  in  violation  of  the  Laws,  k  In  Keeping  Coronal 
Piekoring  in  the  woods,  &  a  bill  has  since  bin  found  against  said  Kil- 
born by  the  Grand  Jury,  Testefyed  by  me. 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH. 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


YlOB  FKSSIDBNT  M0HLSNBERO  TO  ASSEMBLT,   1788. 

Philadelphia,  September  26th,  1788. 
In  Council, 
Sir, 

Colo.  Pickering,  on  behalf  of  Capt.  Wm.  Ross,  having  prefer'd  a 
claim  which  Council  presume  will  merit  the  attention  of  your  honor- 
able House,  it  is  with  no  small  pleasure  I  transmit  the  purport  of  it 
as  ezpress'd  in  that  Gentleman's  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  lespect  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG, 

V.  P. 
Dtreetfd, 

Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
aemMy. 


Rbtuen  op  Commissioned  Officees  of  Militia, 
Westmoebland  County,  1788, 

Return  of  the  Commissioned  officers  of  the  Battallion  of  Militia, 
in  Westmoreland  County,  commanded  by  A.  Tannehill,  Lieut  Col. 
July  10th,  1788.   , 

No.  Names,  Rank,        Segniority  of  Rank, 

1  John  Irwin, 

2  Jeremiah  Murry, 
8  Thomas  Sampson, 

4  Nathaniel  Points, 

5  James  Morrison, 

6  William  Tilton, 

7  Abdiel  McClure, 

8  David  Watson, 


Captain, 

Ist  in  Command, 

Ditto 

2iid    Ditto 

Ditto 

3rd    Ditto 

Ditto 

4th    Ditto 

Ditto 

5th    Ditto 

Ditto 

6th    Ditto 

Ditto 

7th     Ditto 

Ditto 

8th    Ditto 
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4M 


No.  Names.  Bank, 

1  James  Toad,  Lieuteoant, 

2  George  MoDowel,  Ditto 

3  Richard  Cunnigham,  Ditto 

4  James  Keme,  Ditto 

5  Johtt  Ciaig;  Ditto 

6  David  Irwin,  Ditto 

7  William  Donning)  IXtto 

8  John  Scoll,  Ditto 

1  Aqnilla  PuAtenj;  Ensign, 

2  James  McWilliams,  Ditto 
8  Oliver  Ormsby,  Ditto 
4  William  J.  Miller,  Ditto 
6  George  Cochran, '               Ditto 

6  John  Thompson,  Ditto 

7  James  Wray,  Ditto 

8  William  Earles,  Ditto 


Segniority  of  Rank. 
1st  in  Command, 
2Dd  Ditto 
drd  Ditto 
4th  Ditto 
5th  Ditto 
6th  Ditto 
7th  Ditto 
Sth    Ditto 

1st  in  Command, 

2nd  Ditto 

8rd  Ditto  j 

4th.  Ditto 

5th  Ditto 

6th  Ditto 

7th  Ditto 

8th  Ditto 


Adamson  Tannehill,  Lieut.  Colo.     ) 
Samuel  Ewalt  Major.  j 

TIm  above  is  a  true  State  of  the  offioers  of  the  above  Battallion. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Lt.  Col. 


RnuBK  OP  NoH-GoMHissiONEi)  Ofviobrb  and  Priyatbb, 
IN  Rattaliow  or  Miutia  in  Wnstmorbland  Oounty, 
1788. 

Betum  of  the  Non- Commissioned  offioers  &  privates  in  tlM 
Battallion  of  Militia  in  Westmoreland  County,  Commanded  by^ 
Lieak  CoL  A.  Taaaehill,  Pittsburg  lOtfa,  1788. 

Companies,  Serjeants,    Corporals,   Drum,   Fife,  Rank  &  File 


Captain  Irwini, 

3 

3 

49 

"  Murry's 

3 

3 

81 

"  Sampson's, 

3 

3 

'77 

«  Point's, 

3 

3 

103 

"  Horrison's 

3 

3 

46 

«  Tilton's, 

3 

3 

1  . 

63 

«  McClure's, 

8 

3 

98 

«  Watson's, 

3 

8... 

70 

24  24  8  8  587 

I  do  certify  that  the  abore  is  a  just  return  of  the  Battallion  xtnder 

my  Command,  agreeable  to  the  returns  of  tfae?di^rent  Captains, 

Given  under  my  Itaiid  this  lOtb  day  of  July  1788. 

Pittsburg.  A.  TANNEHILL,  Lt.  Col. 
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Bbturn  of  Abms  and  aocoxjtrbments  fob  Battalion  or 
MiLiTu,  Westmoebi-and  County,  1788, 

Return  for  Army  aoooatrimeotfl  &c.y  for  the  BaiteUion  of  Militit 
in  WestmQreland  County  Commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  A.  TanMhill| 
Pittsburgh  10th  July  1788. 

Brumsi        .        .        .        .        .        *-        .        ,8 

Fifes^ 8 

Colours,       .  2 

Standard, 1 

Muskets,      .        .        .        .        .        .        .651 

Bayonets, 651 

Bayonet  Belts,      .        .         .        .       '.         •        651 
Cartg.  Boxes,   •        .         *         .         .      '  .         .    651 

Flints,     .  661 

Blank  Catridged,      ....  '     .   8463 


John  Nichoi<60n  to  Yxob  Prxsidbnt  MaHLBNBsaa — 
Mud  Island,   1788. 

Compl.  Gen».  Office,  Oct.  2d,  1788. 
Sir, 

.That  part  of  the  banks  of  Mud  Island  extending  from  the  sootli 
east  comer  of  the  stone  waJl  ronnd  westwardly  to  the  southweBi 
comer  thereof  is  per  contract  with  the  tenant  to  be  maintained  at 
the  public  expenoe  It  now  needs  repairs,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
stone  wall  wiQ  be  injured,  as  well  the  tenants  property  suffer 
unless  it  be  done  speedily.  Several  persons  of  Jud't  oonceire  H 
would  be  best  to  have  piers  fixed  to  be  filled  in  with  earth  around  a 
part  of  it,  and  some  proposals  haye  been  made  by  ^r.  Connnioe  if 
this  should  be  deemed  proper  1  herewith  inclose  proposala.     The 

E resent  tenant  wishes  to  be  enployed  at  the  bank  as  per  his  letter 
erewith. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obed't  Servant. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon'ble  The  Vice  Presid't  in  Council. 


Respected  friend  I  have  examined  the  old  Ambuzieres  which  is 
very  much  washed  I  think  600  feet  will  be  necessary  to  be  wharfed 
5  feet  high,  the  same  to«be  done  with  good  Logs  2  fset  and  half  on 
the  top,  good  white  oak  or  hart  pine  with  eaffioient  Ties  insido 
Logs  from  Scantlin    to  make  the  work  good   and   Snbetantial 
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with  filling  the  same  for  three  Hosdred  tod  fifteen  pounds  gold  or  sil- 
ver  money  the  Garrency  of  Penntylrania,  with  Indulgenoe  to  use  the 
Stone  on  the  wharf  and  other  refuse  Stone  for  sinkiog  said  wharf. 
Please  to  let  me  know  by  the  first  eonvienent  Opportunity  Thy  Com- 
plianoe  inll  obKge  thy  friend 
Septr.  ye  3d;  1788.  THOMAS  OONNASBOE,  Sek. 


CoPiT  OF  CoMMissioif  TO  Gbn.  Biohard  Butler  &  Qbn'. 
John  Gibson — ^Indiaks  and  Erib,  1788« 

Pennsylrania  m. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authiHrity  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Gom«f 
monwealth  of  PennsyWaDia. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  said  Commonwealth 
To  General  Richard  Butler  and  General  John  Gibson 

"Whereas  the  right  to  the  Soil  and  Jurisdiction  of  the  Triangular 
piece  or  tract  of  Country  whiph  lies  adjoiuing  lake  Erie  and  the  Nor- 
thern Line  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  vested  in  this  Commonwealth  by 
virtue  of  a  purchase  of  the  same  from  the  United  States — And 
uhetetu  by  a  Te8DlatioD.of  the  General  Assembly  dated  the  thirteenth 
day  of  last  month  this  Board  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
Gommisssioners  to  negotiate  and  eomplete  the  porohase  of  the  same 
Traet  of  Country  from  the  Indians  who  have  just  claims  thereto 
agreeably  to  ancient  usage.  Now  know  ye  that  we  reposing  especial 
trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  have 
nominated  constituted  and  appointed  you  the  said  Richard  Butler 
and  John  Gibson  our  Commissioners  giving  and  granting  to  you  full 
power  and  authority  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  to  meet 
with  the  said  Indians  and  to  purchase  from  them  agreeably  to  ancient 
usage  the  Tract  or  piece  of  Country  before  described  hereby  promis- 
ing to  hold  valid  whatever  shall  be  agreed  and  concluded  upon  bj 
you  our  said  Commissioners  agreeably  to  the  said  Besolution  of  As^ 
sembly  and  our  Instructions* 

Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  The  Honorable  Peter  Muh« 
lenberg,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  and  the  seal  of  the  State  at  Phila- 
delphia this  third  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight. 
Attest. 

«  See  their  iMtructions  in  Col.  Beo^,  Vol.  XT./  pp.  654,  682. 
Vol.  XL— 18 
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Capt.  James  McLean  to  !P&e8.  F&anklin,  1T88. 

Sir,  Philadelpliia,  October  3d,  1788, 

The  debilitated  State  of  the  Invalid  Quards  doing  4Qty  Budor  mf 
command,  and  tbe  apfiroaohing  Botifim  induces  jne  to  laj  befovo  ymur' 
Excellency  &  the  Honorable  the  Council  their  particular  wants, 
as  specified  in  the  retufn  of  Clotlmg  presented  the  30th  alto.  The 
Corps  in  General  are  in  great  need  of  Watoh-coats,  Blankets,  Bed- 
caps,  Woolen-gloTes  &  Night-caps  all  which  articles  are  highly  neeea- 
Mry  to  enable  them  to  do  the  duty  those  cold  nights,  more  eq>edaUy 
as  they  are  mndh  afflicted  with  the  pains  of  their  old  wonadB  and  other 
disorders  contracted  in  the  field.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to 
solicit  your  Hon'ble  body  to  grant  them  such  neoessary  relief  as 
iDflty  appear  to  them  adequate  to  their  present  necessities  as  some  of 
them  are  entirely  destitute  of  the  above  mentioned  articles. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
.  ^  Sir,  with  great  repect 

your  Excellencies 

most  oVt  h'ble  Serv't 

JAMBS  MoLBAN, 

Oapt.  eom'g.  P.  L  <}'».* 

His  Esoslleooy  Benjamin  Framklin,  fisq^r.  President  in  GcNncil. 


BBBOLTTTIOK  OV    GbNEBAL    ABSBMBLT — GOUMIBBIOiriR 

OF  Accounts,  1788. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  Ylee 
President  and  Council  of  the  29th  Inst.,  together  with  a  letter  of 
the  same  date  from  the  Comptroller  General,  Beport, 

That  they  consider  it  highly  important  that  the  Accounts  of  thitf 
State  with  the  United  States  should  be  adjusted  and  settled,  and 
that  a  suspension  of  the  powers  of  the  Commissioner  now  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  Congress  for  that  purpose,  would  have  the 
eflfect  of  protracting  such  settlement.  « 

The  Committee  nevertheless  do  not  apprehend  that  the  said  Com* 
missioner  would  be  warranted  in  proceeding  on  this  bn«aefli  after 
the  time  for  which  his  appointment  shall  expire,  and  that  an  offer 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  defray  the  expence  of  such  commissioner  ^ 
might  create  a  Jealousy  that  he  acted  under  the  influence  of  the 
State, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  666 
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They  therefbre  reoomraead  tie  ioUovHig  veaoliltioii ; 
Resolved, 

Thftl  the  Bupieme  ExeoDtive  Council  be  reqaested  io  aipplj  to  tha 
Omgt99B  of  ibe  Uaited  Slates,  to  eontiaae  the  preseni  Commiflsio&er 
fMrMtding  ik4  aoooaiit  of  this  State  with  the  United  States,  ibr  six 
Montlis  UjOBd  the  tune  at  whicb  his  present  appoiatmenit  shali 
expire.* 

The  ffnegoimg  is  a  taro^  oopy  of  the  Report  of  the  Gommititee 
as  adopted  in  General  Assembly,  Saturday,  October  14th|  1788. 
PETSR  2.  LLOYD,  Clerk  oi  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Directed, 

For  the  hoaorafole  The  Baprome  Executive  CooneiL 


John  Armstrokq  Jr.,  to  Vice  Pres.  Muhlbkbbrg,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  oblige  me  and  the  other  Gentlemen  in  the  delegation  by 
sending,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  copy  pf  the  late  Act  of  the  Gen. 
Assembly  for  appointing  Electors,  &o.,  &o. 

The  reooUeotion  I  have  of  it  leads  me  to  think  that  there  is  in  it 
some  deviation  f^om  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  utt. 
Should  my  conjecture  be  founded  we  must  endeavor  to  obtain  some 
dispensatory  resolution  here.  The  deviation,  I  suspect,  relates  to 
the  Time  of  appointing  them. 

I  enclose  you  a  oopy  of  the  Resolution  of  Oongress,  it  ma  with 
great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 

N.  York,  9th  October,  1788. 

JHrectedy 

Honorable  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Yice  President,  Ac,  Philadelphia* 
Free.    J.  ArrastroDg,  Jr. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

September  18, 1788. 

Whereas  the  Convention  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  pursuant  to 
the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2l8t  Febfuary,  1787,  did,  on  the 
17th  of  September  in  the  same  year,  report  to  the  United  States  in 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  668. 
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Congress  assetnbled,  a  Constitntion  for  the  People  of  the  Uaited 
States;  whereupon  Congress^  on  the  28th  of  the  same  Septemberi 
did  resohe  nnanimonsly,  <'  That  the  said  report,  with  the  Resolu- 
tions and  Letter  aocompanyiog  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the 
seyeral  Legislatures  in  order  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  conformily 
to  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  itt  that  ease/' 
And  whereas  the  Constitution  so  reported  by  the  Convention,  and 
by  Congress  transmitted  to  the  several  Legfslatoree,  has  been  ratified 
in  the  manner  therein  deolared  to  be  sufficient  for  the  establishment 
of  the  same,  and  auoh  Ratifioations  duly  authentioated  have  been 
received  by  Congress,  and  are  filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary — 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  Wednesday  in  Jannary  next^  be  the  day 
for  appointing  Electors  in  the  several  States,  which  before  the  said 
day  shall  have  ratified  the  said  Conatitution ;  that  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  February  next,  be  the  day  for  the  Electors  to  assemble  in 
theirvespective  States,  and  vote  for  a  President ;  and  that  the  first 
Wednesday  in  March  next,  be  the  time,  and  the  present  Seat  of 
Congress  the  place  for  commencing  Proceedings  under  tho  aaid 
Constitution. 


Vice  Paes.  Muhlenberg  to  Delbqates  ik  Coxgrbss. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  9th,  1788. 
Gentlemen, 

By  tike  direction  of  the  Board  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  a 
Resolution  of  The  General  Assembly  passed  the  4th  instant,  where- 
by They  direct  this  Board  to  make  application  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress,  &  to  request  that  the  time  for  which  the  Commissioner 
for  settliog  the  Account  of  this  State  with  the  United  States  may  be 
prolong'd. 

Council  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  Con- 
gress for  their  determination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

PETER  MUHLENBERG.* 
Directedf 

Honble.  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 

*  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  658. 
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OOY.   HUNTnTQTON  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO  PrBS.  FRANKLm— 

Wyoming,  1788. 

New  Haven,  Oci  14*,  1788. 
8ir,  •  ^ 

I  did  myself  the  honour  Rome  time  past,  to  Address  yotir  Excel- 
lency on  the  jrobject  of  Imprisonment  of  John  Franklin  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  afterwards  received  with  much  satisfaction  information 
of  the  kind  and  humane  proceedings  of  your  Excellency  &  Council, 
relative  to  the  prisoner  in  consequence  of  my  letter  on  that  sub- 
ject.* 

I  have  now  hefore  me  a  letter  from  the  same  prisoner,  wherein  he 
acknowledgeth  his  situation  hath  been  made  as  comfortable  as  close 
confinement  could  admit,  both  in  sickness  and  health,  except  he  is 
unable  to  procure  comfortable  clothing ;  but  he  complains  grievi- 
onsly  that  he  is  still  held  in  close  confinement  without  being 
admitted  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  trial  for  the  offence  wherewith 
he  is  accused. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  Legisbture  of  Pennsylvania  have 
suspended  their  act,  which  had  been  passed  for  quieting  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  and  their  consternation  and  uneasiness  in  consequence  of 
the  suspension. 

It  is  presumed  those  transactions  are  wdl  knovm^to  y<KUr  Excel- 
lency &  need  not  further  explanation. 

As  the  people  first  settled  at  Wyoming,  under  countenance  of 
this  Legislature,  and  for  a  time  lived  under  the  exercise  of  the 
Government  of  this  State ;  Oovemment  have  alwaya  thoufhl  then* 
selves  under  some  kind  of  obligation  to  take  notice  of  their  com- 
plaints and  distresses;  which  is  my  apology  for  troubling  Your 
Excellency  at  this  time. 

But  considering  the  Irritable  nature  of  the  Snsquehannah  Con- 
troversy the  powerful  connections,  which  the  settlers  there  have 
with  a  numerous  class  of  Citizens  in  this  State  in  both^the  ties  of 
interest  and  consanguinity,  and  the  disagreeable  consquences  of 
wounding  an  old  fracture  when  apparently  almost  healed ;  I  have 
thought  it  expedient  to  address  jour  Excellency  on  this  subject, 
without  laying  the  complaints  above  refer'd  to,  before  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Let  me  then  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  whether  it  be  consistent 
irith  the  free  constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to 
hold  any  person  a  close  prisoner  from  year  to  year  mere  upon 
accusation,  without  admitting  him  to  bail,  or  the  liberty  of  a  trial, 
when  Government  is  in  profound  peace  and  full  exercise. 

And  doth  not  the  dignity  of  Government,  and  the  diotatee  of 
^«nd  Polioy  require  that  the  act  in  nature  oi  a  grant  whieh  was 
passed  for  quieting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  and  securing  to  them 

*  See  page  288. 
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thw  laAcl|  4^n«  wHb  so  moot  delibentioB  and  watmety^^  skooli 
be  held  sacred  and  inviolate^  and  that  fotore  disturbanoes,  disputes 
and  disagreeable  consequences  should  be  prevented  if  possible. 

The  prisoner  above  mentioned  is  apprehensive  that  the  lawless  & 
outrageous  proceedings  of  thp  Banditti,  who  carried  off  that  worth/ 
Gentkman,  Col.  Pickering,  may  operate  to  his  disadvantage, 
although  as  I  am  informed  it  was  done  without  his  knowledge  or 
apprehension. 

I  have  onlj  to  add  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfiedi  your  sentiments 
and  inclinations  will  fully  concide  in  all  proper  exertions,  to  alleviate 
the  distresses  &  miseries  of  the  wretched,  among  individuals  and  in 
promoting  harmony^  mutual  conciliation  and  sood  neighborhood,  be^ 
tweeu  States  and  societies,  so  far  as  may  l>e  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  Justice  and  the  honour  and  safety  of  Civil  Govern- 
ment. 

WiA  the  highest  sentiments 

of  Esteem  and  BesBSoii 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Exo'ys  hble.  Servt., 

JAMES  HUNTINGTON.* 
Dtrectectf 
Eis  Bsoeltetioy,  PfesiAmt  Fnmllin. 


Wm.  WiLXi  TO  Vice  Pres.  Rbdick-^Election  of  Sheriff, 

1788. 

Philad'a,  Oct  15th,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  and  through  you,  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  I  am  collecting  a  number  of  facta, 
which  I  mean  as  speedily  as  possible  to  lay  before  your  Honorable 
Board,  which  I  apprehend  will  prove  that  the  election  for  Sheriff  for 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,!  was  not  legally  conducted; 
&  that  undue  means  have  been  made  use  of  to  influence  a  number  of 
Gitiiena  to  vote  for  Mr.  James  Aah  ',^  and  also  that  ft  number  of 
Seamen  and  others  wore  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  Election,  who 
were  not  (litizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  entitled  to  a  vote ;  I 
therefore  must  request  that  the  Honorable  Council  would  bo  pleaaed 
to  Delay  Commissioning  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 

*  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Yol.  XV.,  p.  67ft. 

t  fiea  Ool.  Bee.,  YdL  XV.,  pp.567,  60ft^  570,  671,  67^^  67S»  i7^  679^ 
.578,  579. 

t  The  Council  decided  in  favor  of  James  ABh.-^ee  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  XV.» 
p.  579. 


PBNNSrLVANIA  ABCHIVIB  Vfifi^  til 

Philadelphia,  until  I  hare  time  to  lay  a  fall  state  of  the  said  matr 
tftn  before  them  and  prodooe  evidenoes  to  support  the  nmie. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  highest  respeoti 

jour  m06t  obedient 

very  hmjnhle  Serraftt, 

WM*  WILL. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  David  Bedick,  Esonire,  Vico  President  of  the 
Supreme  Execative  Conncil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penus}!- 
yania.* 


Secbetart  of  Forbiqn  Affairs  to  Pres.  Frakelin. 

1788. 

Office  for  foreign  Affiiirs,  17th  October,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellencv  herewith 
e&elDsed;  five  Pa^en  aent  to  me  fqr  that  Porpota  by  Mr.  ]>amai| 
together  with  a  Copy  of  a  Note  from  him  to  me  respecting  them. 

How  far  Government  should  iuterpose  to  obtain  Justice,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  Law,  for  Individuals  in  a  foreign  Country,  who 
have  neither  private  Friends  nor  public  Ministers  on  the  spot  i9 
assiat  them,  is  a  auestion  that  merits  Consideration.  Humanity 
peems  to  recommena  it,  and  yet  several  Difficulties  and  Objcctiona 
appear  obvious,  ^us  is  the  first  application  of  the  kind  that  I 
recollect  in  this  Country,  and  my  Respect  for  your  Judgment  leads 
me  to  request  the  Favor  of  you  to  inform  me  of  the  Result  of  your 
Peliberations  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  and 

Esteem,  your  Ezoelleoey'a 

moat  obedieBtao4 

very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Direeiedf 

Hia  Ezoelleuoy,  Dr.  Franklin. 

*  He  waseledCed  TIee  President  (fu  roem  of  F.  Huhlenhergwhejresigiicd) 
on  the  14th  Oct,  andcontinaed  only  an  til  the  general  election,  on  Novenber 
dth,  when  he  was  suooeeded  hy  George  Boss,  aa  Vice  President  and  Tiiomas 
BiOffiin  at  the  same  time  sucoeeded  Bexu'n  FcankUn  aa  President — See  Col. 
B«o.  Vol.  XY.,  p.  684. 
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Andrew  Brown,  ov  Fbdbral  Gazsitb,  to  Counciii,  178& 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  solicit  yon  for  your  patronage  of  the  Federal  Gasette 
and  PhOadelphia  Evening  Post,  by  taking,  for  your  honorable  board, 
the  usnal  namber  of  papers.* 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Ezoellenoy, 

Yoar  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

AND.  BROWN, 
Proprietor  and  Editor  of  said  Gazette. 
17  Oct.,  1788. 
Indoraedf 

Read  in  Conncil  same  day  and  agreed  to  take  6  Copies.    J.  Trim- 
ble, for  Chas.  Biddle,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeontive  Conncil 
of  Pennsylvania. 


VicB  Prb8.  BBmcKToQoy.  Clinton,  of  NbwTork,  1788. 

In  Conncil, 

Philadelphia,  October  2l8t,  1788. 
Bir, 

Our  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  set  out  in  a  few  days  for 
Xuzerne,  where  the  noted  John  Franklin  will  be  put  for  trial — and 
as  Council  wish  to  furnish  the  Att'y  General  with  all  the  Testimony 
they  can  procure,  I  am  directed  to  request  your  Excellency  will  order 
the  Letters  written  by  Franklin  to  Doctor  Hamilton  of  your  State, 
and  any  other  papers  you  may  have  that  respect  this  business,  to  be 
transmitted  here.  Should  your  Excellency  wish  them  returned  yoa 
may  depend  upon  their  being  sent  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  Bei^t, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 
And  very  humble  servant, 

DAVID  RBDICK, 
V.  President. 
Hia  BxoelleDcy,  0«>rge  Gliniott,  E8q.,f  Governor  of  New  York 
State. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  6«6. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  671. 
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Wm.  Will  to  Yiob  P&bsidbhi  BspicKy  1788. 

To  ihe  boiumrable  Sbvid  Bed£dr,  Esquire,  Tioe  President  and 

the  Supreme  Executive  Coancil  of  Pennsjlvania. 
The  petition  of  William  ^Vill  humbly  8heweth| 

That  this  honorable  board  havins  in  consequence  of  his  petition, 
presented  this  morning,  resolved  wat  he  be  allowed  access  to  the 
tax  booksy  See.,  he  conceives  it  will  both  facilitate  the  progress  and 
shorten  the  duration  of  the  business  if  the  farther  examination  of 
witnesses  is  postponed  for  a  few  days  until  he  has  had  time  to  trace 
thro'  the  books  the  names  of  those  who  have  voted  and  have  not 
been  rated  to  the  payment  of  taxes,  nor  otherwise  qualified,  and 
thereby  apply  his  evidence  to  Uiose  instances  which  the  oooks  enable 
him  to  select. 

He  therefore  humbly  pn^ys  that  the  farther  examination  of  wit- 
nesses may  be  adjourned  till  some  day  in  the  next  week,  before 
when,  from  the  great  number  of  voters,  it  will  scarcely  be  possible  to 
go  thro'  the  lists^  or  to  such  other  time  as  to  the  board  shall  appear 
expedient 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  &c., 

WM.  WILL  * 

22d  Oct.,  1788. 


SiCHABD  MoREis,  Chiep  Justicb  OP  New  Tork,  to  Vick 
P&BS.  Eedige,  1788. 

New  Fork,  October  24th.  17«8. 
Sir, 

In  Complyance  with  his  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton's  request, 
I  have  the  Honor  herewith  to  Inclose  to  the  Executive  Oounoil  of 
Pensilvania,  through  your  hands,  the  several  letters  in  my  possession, 
purporting  to  be  written  by  John  Franklin  to  Doctor  Hamilton. 
As  those  papers  are  in  my  Hinds  Officially,  I  shall  be  moeh  obliged, 
when  thev  are  no  farther  wanted,  that  they  may,  by  some  safe  Con* 
Toyanoe,  be  remitted  to  me.f 
I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  Greatest  Bespeet, 

Your  Honors  most  obedient, 

And  very  Humble  Servant, 

laC'D.  MOBBIS. 
The  HonoraUe  Bavid  Bedick,  Esq.,  Yiqe  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  578. 
t  See  page  410,  and  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  678. 
18* 
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•    Zbbulon  Butleb  to  Sbc'y  Biddle,  1788. 

Willcs-Btfre^  Laz^m  OoqdIj,  October  24tiiy  1788. 

Sir, 

1  received  your  Letter  (circular)  of  tlie'22d  August  lasty*  I  cm 
Borry  to  iaform  you  that  my  best  exertions  have  as  yet  failed  to  pro- 
cure legal  Returns  of  the  Persons  subject  to  militia  Duty  in  thi$ 
County,  among  the  first  elected  Officers  of  the  first  Battalion. 
Gapt.  Ross^  Capt.  Alden,  Lieut.  Nezbit,  Ensign  Hidci  &  Ensign 
Aldea^  were  not  immediately  Commissioned.  Since  Capt.  Boss  haa 
received  his  commission,  Col.  Pickering,  with  myself  and  others, 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  others  and  report  to  Council.  Col. 
Pickering  informed  me  he  made  report,  but  I  have  not  received  their 
Commissions.  Ensign  Alden  has  left  the  State,  Ensign  Hyde  has 
encnged  in  the  Horse.    . 

The  elected  officers  in  the  second  Battalion  I  have  been  informed 
are  not  to  be  commissioned.  As  soon  as  I  receive  Orders  from 
Council  for  holding  a  new  Election,  I  shall  proceed  in  the  Business 
&  use  my  best  endeavours  to  organize  the  Militia  and  make  Returns; 
I  have  no  returns  for  the  years  1785;  1786,  and  1787. 
I  am  Siri 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

ZEB'N  BUTLER,  County  lieutenant 
Directed^ 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Council. 


V.  P.  Rbdick  to  Gov.  Huwtington,  op  Connecticut,  1788. 

Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  14th  instant,f  directed  to  the  latet  President 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Franklin,  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  in 
answer  thereto  I  have  the  Honor  of  observing  that  in  the  case  of  the 
prisoner,  Mr.  Franklin,  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Luzerne  de- 
pended, in  the  opinion  of  Oov^  in  a  great  measure  on  the  confine- 
ment of  this  man  untill  he  could  be  brought  to  trial,  which  will  now 
take  place  within  a  very  few  days,  and  which  is  as  early  as  the 
Supreme  Judges  have  had  it  in  their  power,  agreeably  with  their 
established  order  of  doing  the  duties  of  their  offices,  to  go  to  Ln- 
seme,  and  we  presume  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Franklin,  and 
that  not  merely  sueh  unsupported  by  affidavits,  as  your  Exoellency's 
letter  would  seem  to  imply,  together  with  the  well  kntwn  spirit  and 

*  See  page  899. 
t  See  page  409. 
%  See  CqI.  Reo.  Vol.  XT.,  p.  576. 
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uniform  oondnot  of  this  persoo,  &  the  diBturbanpes  which  have  011b- 
sisted  in  the  settlemeBt  of  Wioming  tlmost  ever  einee  fak  deteetioD, 
will  folly  joBtify  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Oov^.  The  people 
of  both  the  Gov*  that  over  whioh  you  preside,  as  well  as^  of 
Penuey'a,  have  at  least  the  soara  remaiuiug  of  the  wounds  they  have 
received  in  the  unhappy  dispute  which  formerly  subsisted,  and  which 
we  have  now  no  doubt  of  having  quite  healed  up,  unless  some  un- 
happy interposition  should  prevent|  we  hope,  sir,  that  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva.  will  lead  to  such  measures 
as  will  Justify  the  Gov*  to  the  unprejudiced,  and  be  assured  that 
nothing  will  afford  a  higher  gratification  to  this  State  than  to  find 
'  that  Connecticut  should  be  so  nappy  as  to  view  it  in  the  same  point 
of  light. 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  the  care  of  Pennsylvania  to  culti- 
vate a  good  understanding  with  your  State,  and  we  shall  be  happv  in 
pursuing  such  measures  as  will  have  a  real  tendency  Jbo  ease  the  feel- 
ings of  our  Citizens  of  the  County  of  Luzerne  as  well  as  those^of  their 
friends  and  connections  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  great  respect  your  most 

obedient  &  very  humble  servt, 

DAYID  fiBDICE,  Viee  Kesidenl. 


Sbc'y  C.  Biddlb  to  Attornbt  Gbnkral,  178^. 

Philada.,  Octr.  29, 1788. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  send  you  by  the  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  the  papers  that  have  been 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  aud  Chief  Justices  of  the  State  of  New 
York  relating  to  said  John  Fcanklin — as  the  Chief  Justice  of  N. 
York  will  want  those  papers  returned  to  him,  Council  request  you 
will  bring  them  here  with  you  or  send  them  to  me  by  some  safe 
conveyance. 

With  great  Esteem, 

I  am,  Dr.  Sir, 

yr.  obt.  servt., 

C.  BIDDLE,  Sec'y. 
I  send  you  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

Jhdonedf 

1788,  October  29th.  Papers*  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Atfy. 
General  respeetg.  John  Prankltn,  a  State  prisoner  for  exciting  dis- 
turbances at  Wioming.    Returned  by  Mr.  i^radford. 

*  This  appears  to  be  merely  the  enyelope. 
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Efiiu&K   09   FiisLO   Officsrs   (mt  Northumbbrulhd 
County,  1788. 

Refcom  of  field  Offioera  Elaotod  in  Th«  Oouij  of  NorUi%  Agno- 
aUa  To  the  MiliU»  Iaw. 

1st  BattalioQ;  LieutenAnt  Colonel,  John  White. 
Maj'.  Charles  Gobin. 

2^  James  Marrji  Lieutenant  GoloneL 
Maj'.  James  MoMahin. 

Sd,  William  Hepburni  Lieotenaat  Colonel. 
Haj'.  Isaac  oeelj. 

4th|  John  Eellej,  Lieutenant  Col". 
Maj'.  John  Gray. 

5th,  Anthony  Sulin,  Lieutenant  Col". 
Jacob  Hosterman,  Maj'. 

I  do  ht»hj  Certify  Thai  the  Above  is  a  True  Betorn  of  The 
Different  Elections  held  by 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Lieut.  North'  Oovnty. 
Directed^ 
Charles  Biddle,  Bsqr.,  Secretary  of  Council. 


Essay  of  a  Plan  to  apprbciatb  mb  Monbt,  1788. 

It  seems  that  nothing  is  likely  \o  restore  confidence  in  the  paper 
money ;  to  sink  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State,  as  Che  quantity  is  lessened, 
the  scarcity  will  appreciate  the  Beoduo. 

First  Method,  let  the  mortgages  be  made  transferrablci  by  the 
Trustees,  to  any  Person  discharging  the  amount  The  original  Con- 
tract however  to  remain  valid  with  regard  to  the  time  of  payment 
and  kind  of  money.  No  money  is  to  be  issued  from  the  Loan  Office, 
as  the  law  now  stands,  so  whatever  sums  come  in  by  this  method 
ean  he  burned.  Quere^  would  this  be  against  the  Mortgager  or  not  ? 
he  would  not  be  pushed,  but  in  the  end  nuiat  pay  hard  money. 
The  speculation  would  be  in  fiivour  of  the  Transferee,  who  advanced 
Paper,  and  finally  would  get  both  Principal  and  Interest  in  hard 
money.    The  State,  it  has  been  said,  could  get  quit  of  80  out  of  the 
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48  M.  outstanding  on  the  Loan  Office  Books,  this  howerer  onght  to 
be  reduced  to  some  certainty,  and  the  Persons  aotnallj  known^  who 
wonld  advance  the  monej^  before  any  law  is  risqned. 

2d  Method,  to  open  a  Loan,  for  the  taking  np  SO  or  40  M.,  of  the 
paper  money,  on  usual  half  yearly  interest,  redeemable  in  7  jewB, 
and  a  sufficient  fund,  the  produce  of  which  to  be  hard  money  only, 
assigned  for  payment  of  Interest  and  Principal,  and  the  moneys  so 
taken  up  burned.  This  would  lessen  the  gross  sum,  but  at  the  same 
time  lessen  the  ftinds  for  sinking  the  rendue,  by  withdrawing  oae 
for  an  hard  money  fund.  The  speculation  would  be  in  favour  of 
the  advancers  of  money,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  a  very  jvst  one, 
as  it  is  likely  the  subscribers  to  this  loan,  would  be  such  as  had 
reo'd  the  money  at  Par,  in  Salaries^  Interest,  &c. 

8d  Method,  open  a  ban  of  hsid  money  only,  assign  the  most  «n- 
ezoeptionable  fund  for  the  payment  of  Interest  half  yearly,  Principal 
redeemable  in  7  years,  Produce  of  the  f«id  to  be  hard  money  only. 
This  is  liable  to  the  same  objection  as  the  above  with  respect  to 
withdrawing  a  fund,  buy  up  paper  with  the  hard  money,  and  bum 
it — ^20  M.  will  procure  80  M.,  Speculation  is  an  uely  Business  &r 
GoTemment;  here  however  it  is  intirelyin  fiivour  of  the  State.  But 
where  is  the  hard  money  f 

4th,  Follow  the  depreciation,  and  pay  every  officer  of  Government, 
not  in  the  nominal  sum,  but  agreeable  to  the  amount  advanced  of 
Paper  necessary  to  procure  the  bard  money.  Necessity  has  forced  the 
S.  E.  C,  into  these  measures  in  all  the  late  Government  Conlraots. 
Why  shouM  the  Public  officers  alone  suffer  J  let  the  Present  Taxes 
be  called  in  with  all  diligence,  and  let  the  New  ones  be  laid  on  the 
same  principles  of  depreciation. 
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Wm.  Bkadford,  Attt.  Gjbk.^  to  Sjsobbiart  Biddlb,  1788. 

Eaatoo^  Nor.  1, 1788. 
Sir, 

I  haye  received  the  papers  wbioh  j<m  farwurded  by  Land  Butler 
EaqairOy  Sheriff  of  Luseme,  but  npon  ezamiDatioo,  I  do  not  fiad 
that  thev  will  be  of  any  eBeential  eervice  in  the  proseeuttoii. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  CounoU  that  the  Commonwealth  has  beed 
sncoesefol  in  both  the  snita  brought  by  Jamea  Delanoy  &  Margaret 
bis  wife^  to  recover  certain  landa  sold  by  the  State  to  J.  McNair  & 
others,  as  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  Andrew  Allen.  The  property 
immediately  in  dispute  was  about  800  acres,  that  which  was  involved 
in  the  quesdon  was  about  a  thousand  aores. 

The  J  udgea  set  out  for  Luzerne  to  morrow,  J.  Franklin  w«nt  for- 
ward this  day  under  the  Oustody  of  Sheriff  Butler, 
lam  air; 

with  great  Esteem; 
your  most  obedt  Servt. 

WM.  BRADPOBB,  Jur. 
jDireetedj 

Charles  Biddle  Esquire  Secretary  of  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Begged  of   Conviction  of  EiLsoaN  asj>  Parks — 
Wyoming,  1788. 

1  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  G-aol 
Delivery  held  at  Wilkesborough   for  the  County  of  Luzerne  the 
fourth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  eight,  before  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean 
Esquire  Doctor  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice,  and  the  Honorable  Jacob 
Bush  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Joseph  Eilborne  and  Darius  Parli;s 
•of  Luzerne  County,  Yeomen,  were  indicted  tried  and  convicted  by  a 
Jury  of  the  Country,  for  that  they  together  with  a  number  of  others, 
on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
'thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight,  at  Wilkesborough  in  the 
said  County,  with  force  and  Arms,  to  wit,  with  Guns,  Knives,  and 
Tomahawks,  unlawfully,  riotously  and  routously  did  assemble  and 
gather  themselves  together  to  distarb  the  peace  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, and  so  being  assembled  and  gathered  in  and  upon  Timothy 
Pickering  Esquire,  (then  and  still  being  Prothonotary  of  the  Court 
jof  common  pleas,  holden  in  and  for  the  said  County,  Register  for  the 
probate  of  wills  and  gianting  Letters  of  AdminisCration  and  Re- 
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oorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  Connty  aforesaidi  and  one  of  tlie 
.Oommiflsionera  appdnted  by  the  CSommonwealtb  for  asoertaining  tike 
ClaimB  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  to  lands  in  the  said  Connty,^ 
and  the  peaoe  of  Ood  and  of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  then  and 
there  being  unlawfully,  riotously^  &  routonsly  did  make  an  Assault 
and  him  the  said  l^mothy,  then  and  there  unlawfully  riotously  ft 
voutoQsly  did  beat  &  ill  treaty  ft  him  the  said  Timothy  Pickerine 
Esouire  then  and  there  did  unlawfully  riotously  ft  routonsly  bind 
with  Oords,  imprison  ft  of  his  natural  Liberty  depriTe^  and  him 
the  saki  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire^  so  bound  as  aforesaid,  with 
force  and  Arms  fto.,  unlawfully  riotously  ft  routonsly  and  against 
the  will  of  the  said  Timothy,  did  take  aud  convey  awav  into  lone  ft 
desert  places  in  the  said  County,  and  him  the  said  Timothy  Pick- 
ering Esquire  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places  from  the  day  afore- 
said until  the  fifteenth  Day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  bound  with 
Chains  and  exposed  to  the  indemeney  of  the  weather,  unlawfully 
riotously  and  routonsly  did  keep,  imprison  ft  detain,  with  a  seditious 
intention  to  compell  and  procure  the  disoharg<e  and  Release  from 
Goal,  of  one  John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested,  ft  committed 
to  the  Goal  of  the  City  ft  County  of  Philadelphia  charged  with  High 
Treason  acEaiist  this  Commonwealth  ft  committed  for  the  same — to 
the  great  damage  of  the  said  Timothy  Pickering  Esquire,  U^  the  otU 
Example  of  all  others  in  the  like  Case  offen&g  and  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Psunsylvania.  Where* 
upon  it  was  considered  by  the  said  Justices,  that  the  said  Joseph 
Kilbom  should  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  Dollars  to  the  Common* 
wealth  and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  and  be  committed  to  the 
ooDMBon  Gaol  of  Luzerne  County  for  the  space  of  six  calender 
months,  that  is  'till  the  sixth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  Darius 
Parks  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  to  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyU 
Tania  and  the  Osets  of  Proseontion  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in 
the  Sheriff' a  Custody. 

EDW.  BURD,  prot.  Supr.  Court 


Rboohd  0?  CoKvicnoN  of  B.  and  K.  Abbott— Wyoming, 

1788* 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsjlvania^  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  at  Wilkesborough,  for 
the  County  of  Luseme,  the  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-^ight,  Benjamin 
Abbott  and  Nathan  Abbott,  junior,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Tee- 
men;  were  indicted  and  convicted,  by  their  own  CenfeaBion*of  haTiog 

*  Fme  remitted,  See  OoL  Keo.,  Vel.  ST.,  p.  636. 
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ea  die  tweikly-sUth  day  of  June  laal,  al  WiUcesboroQgb^  in  ike  nid 
Coanljf  together  with  a  number  of  others^  nnkwfitUyi  rouiovialy 
and  riotoiialj  aisaalted  and  beat  the  aaid  Timothy  Piokerin|^ 
Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  imprisoned  and  depii?ed  him  of  his 
Batvial  liberty,  and  oonveyed  him  away  to  lone  and  desert  places 
in  the  said  County,  and  unlawfolly,  routously  and  riotously  kepi 
imprisoned  and  detained  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  in  the 
said  lone  and  desert  places,  bound  with  Chains,  and  exposed  to  the 
Inclemency  of  the  weather,  from  the  said  twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  with  a  seditious 
Intontion  to  eompel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release  from  Gaol 
of  one  John  Franklin,  then  lately  before  arrested  and  committed  to 
the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  charged  with  High 
Treason  against  the  said  Commonwealth,  and  committed  for  the  same, 
whereupon  it  was  considered  by  the  said  Court  that  the  said  Benjamia 
Abbot  and  Nathan  Abbot,  junior,  severally  pay  a  fine  of  twenty 
shillings  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  discharge  the 
Costa  of  prosecution,  and  in  the  mean  time  remain  in  the  Sheriff's 
Custody. 

Witness  my  Hand,  the  seventh  day  of  November,  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightyeight. 

EDW.  BUfiD,  prot 


Rkcobd  oy  CoHVicTiON  OF  Zbb.  Cabb— -Wyoming,  1T88. 

I,  Edward  Burd,  prothohotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
-Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery,  held  at  Wilkesborough,  for 
&e  County  of  Luzerne,  the  fourth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  Zebulon 
Oady,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Teoman,  wasin£cted  and  convicted, 
by  his  own  Confession,  of  having  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June 
last,  at  Wilkesborough,  in  the  said  County,  together  with  a  number 
of  others,  riotously,  routously  and  unlawfully  assaulted  and  beat 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  bound  with  Cords,  Imprisoned  and 
deprived  him  of  his  natural  Liberty,  and  conveyed  him  away  to  lone 
and  desert  places  in  the  said  County,  and  unlawfully,  routously  and 
riotously  kept  imprisoned  and  detained,  the  said  Timothy  Pickering, 
Esquire,  in  the  said  lone  and  desert  places,  botind  with  Chains  and 
exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather  from  the  said  twenty-sixth 
day  of  June  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  same  Tear,  with  a 
seditions  intention  to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  release 
from  Gaol  of  one  John  FrankKn,  then  lately  before  arrested  and 
committed  to  the  Gaol  of  the  Citv  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
jobained  with  high  Tveason  against' the sud  Commonwealth,  and  com- 
mitted for  the  same,  wherenpQn  it  was  considered  by  the  said  Court 
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fhal  tie  0ud  Zebulon  Oadj  abould  be  oonmitted  to  the  oomaieii 
Q«ol  of  Loserne  Govoty  for  tke  Speee  of  three  Culendw  Moathsy 
difloharge  the  Oosts  of  proeecotion^  and  in  the  meftn  time  remain  m 
the  Sheriff's  CoBtody. 

Witiiem  m;  Hand,  the  letenlh  day  of  November^  in  the  year  eff 
•BT  Lord  one  thousand  seven  bandied  and  eichtf-ef^i, 

BDW.  BUBD,  pn>t 


James  Brison  to  Yiob  P&ss.  RsdicKi  1788. 

• 

QreensbuTghy  8th  No7ember|  1788. 
Btr, 

I  beg  leare  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  lines  respeoting  an  election 
lately  held  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Pittsburgh.  It  is  said  that 
BO  election  can,  with  propriety,  be  heM  in  a  distriot  in  which  a 
County  Town  is  situate,  for  a  greater  number  of  Justices  than  would 
be  proper  in  any  other  district,  until  a  special  order  be  granted  by 
the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  for  that  purpose.  I  did  not  think 
of  this  matter  when  I  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  have  not  had  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  any  Gentlemen  of  the  law  on  the  subject  sinoe ; 
But  1  would  imagine  that  the  words  in  the  Act  of  Assembly,  '<  As 
soon  as  the  President  or  Yioe  President  in  Council  shall  think 
proper  to  grant  the  same,''  may  be  as  well  applied  to  the  granting  of 
Commissions  after  an  electionj  As  to  the  gmting  to  order  for  snek 
election.  In  our  Case  the  exigency  was  such  that  we  had  no  alter- 
natire;  if  an  eleotion  had  not  been  held  in  this  way.  we  wmiid  not 
haye  had  Justices  enough  in  the  New  County  to  hold  a  Court  at  the 
time  appointed  by  Law;  Mr.  Wallaoe,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Mr.  Soott^ 
who  liyes  near  Chartiers,  are  the  only  Justices  in  Allegheny  County, 
As  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  liyes  in  the  Forks  between  Yoogbagaoia  & 
Monongahala,  is  either  gone  or  immediately  going  down  the  Ohio 
Biyer» 

.    I  would  fondly  hope,  that  under  these  oiroumstanoesi  the  Council 
will  not  refuse  us  the  Commissions  for  those  elected. 

It  seems  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick^  who  is  third  on  the 
Beturn,  had  not  been  fiirther  forward.  He  is  considered  as  a  Gentle- 
man of  Merit  and  yery  steady  Judgment  I  am  informed  that  some 
of  yoor  Colleaffues  are  yery  well  acquainted  with  him«»-if  so,  the 
Cooncil  wilt  be Xetter  able  to  judge  from  their  information  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  giye  him  a  preference. 
I  h«ye  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  most  perfect  Respect, 

Your  Obedient,  humble  aeryant, 
DireeUd,  JAMES  BRISON. 

The  Honorable  Bayid  Reddick,  B«|uire,  Vise  Pcesident  e£  tlie 
fiapreme  Bxecutiye  Council,  PhiladelphiA» 

Hon'd  by  Capt.  Merrison. 
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CoL.^  Isaac  Mhz^hbb  to  Pass.  Mipflik,  1788^ 

May  it  pleatf^  jmxt  YkteSkn^f. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  accompany  this  with  a  sketch  or  map  of  t)ia 
Ooontry  houaded  by  the  North  Itne  of  this  State,  and  te  eolicit  year 
attention  to  these  oommonicatiene,  and  partioalarly  to  the  situation 
of  that  Conntry,  its  connection  by  land  &  water  with  soma  of  the 
most  fertile^  »€ttkd  lands  in  the  State  of  N.  York  &  also  ye  new  ones 
now  forming,  by  which  may  be  diaoovcred  the  immense  advantages 
thai  would  result  to  this  State,  if  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  was 
improved  from  the  division  line,  between  N.  Tork  &  Pennsyl.  and 
new  roads  opened  to  the  N.  W.  parts  of  the  latter,  which  would  not 
only  encourage  popvlation  and  facilitate  the  sales  of  Lands,  but 
encrease  the  commerce  of  the  metropolis  and  State  in  general,  as 
well  the  caltitation  of  unimprov'd  landsi  and  augment  the  State 
revenue.  Sheuld  the  Ideas  suggested  above,  strike  your  Honbie 
board  as  objects  worthy  attention,  on  an  investigation  of  the  subject* 
I  humbly  solicit  your  communication  to  the  Legislature.  I  will 
only  add  that  I  have  enumerated  but  a  few  of  the  many  advantages 
that  might  be  derived  from  an  easy  intercourse  to  the  N,  &  N.  W^ 
and  shall  conclude,  with  observing  that  Country  could  be  made  to 
Philada.  what  the  I^^ds  on  the  Susquehanna  are  to  Marykf  d.  I 
am  with  deSerence  and  Bespeot, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  ser. 

ISAAC  MUCHER.* 

PhUada-,  lONov.  1788. 
Directed^ 

His  BxeeUenojr,  ThonuMi  Hifflit,  Eeq.,  PremdoU  of  the  8opvem0 
SxMutive  Couaoil  of  Pendasylvattia* 


Jonathan  B.  Smith  to  Prks,  Mepflin — RESiairATioiT, 

1788. 

Pkiladi^,  Vov.  13th,  1788. 
May  it  please  your  ExieeUeticy. 

I  latiet  beg  the  lavor  ct  your  esecAknoy  to  deolare  to  the  Hooble 
Oouneell  that  I  resign  t»  them  the  offio*  ^  Protkonotary  of  the 
County  of  Philadelphia. 

I  an  your  fikeelkody's  ssest  respectfal, 

&  most  obedH  humble  servant. 

J.  R  SMITH.f 
IHreeiedj 

To  his  BjEoeHeney,  The  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  597. 

t  See  QoL  Reo^Vol.  XV.,  p.  695.  Japies  Biddle  elected  Protkonotary 
of  vUhMklplifa  CO.,  in  hir  place. 
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Col.  Timothy  PicKERina  to  Pres.  MnrFLiK,  1788. 

Wakesbarre,  Nov.  16fch,  1788. 
Sir 

This  will  be  presented  to  your  Ezoenencj  by  Captain  Rom.  He 
takes  with  him  John  Franklin,  to  deliyer  to  the  SberifF  of  Northamp- 
ton ;  after  which  he  proposes  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  where,  amonff 
other  business,  he  will  make  application  to  Council  for  the  reward 
due  for  some  of  the  convicted  Rioters  of  this  county. 

At  the  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  held  here  last  week,  Stephen 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Kilbom,  Thomas  Kinney  and  Darius  Parkes,  were 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  riot  committed  here  in  June  last,  when  I 
was  taken  &  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  woods.  For  Kinney,  I  believe 
the  reward  has  already  been  paid,  and  Parker  was  apprehended  by 
a  constable  on  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  m  the  ordinary 
course  of  law ;  for  him  therefore  no  reward  is  due.  The  captors  of 
Stephen  Jenkins  &  Joseph  Kilbom  I  suppose  are  entitled  to  a 
hundred  dollars  for  each  of  them.  A  claim  will  be  presented  for 
100  dollars  for  the  taking  of  Aaron  Kilbom  by  Gideon  Osterbout 
a  constable.  I  doubted  the  propriety  of  this  claim ;  for  I  reoolleoted 
that  Bsq.  Smith  told  me  he  happened  to  be  up  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilbom's  father's  house,  &  hearing  that  the  lad 
had  come  home,  he  issued  his  warrant  for  apprehending  him,  which 
was  executed  by  Osterbout  the  Constable :  out  the  latter  says  he 
took  him  on  the  proclamation  of  Council.  Young  Kilbom  is  but 
about  fifteen  years  old,  and  on  his  examination,  I  remember  he  said 
he  had  come  home  with  a  view  to  ^ve  himself  up,  but  was  seized 
before  he  bad  time  to  set  off  for  Wilkesboro'  for  that  purpose.  He 
was  brought  to  this  place  about  the  20th  of  August  las^  at  whieh 
time  the  party  with  whom  he  fled  remained  within  the  State  of 
New- York,  where  he  also  might  have  continued,  his  brother  (of  fall 
age)  being  one  of  them — had  he  not  come  home  with  a  design  of 
surrendering  himself.  These  circumstances  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  mention  for  the  consideration  of  Council.  I  wish  well  to  Oster- 
bout  for  his  Steady  attachment  to  Government,  and  because  he  haa 
formerly  suffered  for  it,  from  some  of  the  gang  who  took  me ;  and 
had  he  pursued  young  Kilbom  when  fleeing,  or  inoorred  any  kisard 
in  the  act  of  taking  him|  I  should  have  thought  ha  merited  the 
reward. 

Zebulon  Cady,  another  of  the  rioters,  &  a  notorious  villain,  waa 
seised  by  two  sons  of  esquire  Smith  and  Mr.  Ochmig,  duxing  the 
sitting  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer,  before  which  he  waa 
brought;  and  being  arraigned,  pleaded  guilty,  &  received  his  sen- 
tence. His  captors  richly  deserve  the  reward :  they  broke  open  his 
house  in  the  night,  &  took  him  with  his  arms  in  his  hands,  standing 
upon  his  defence. 

The  Attomey  General  said  he  should  write  to  Council  to  propose 
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th«  teveaaftioii  of  the  protslamatida  r^  I  wvli  it  ttaj  b«vo  Ymm  dene, 
ft  that  the  xevooatioii  may  be  ■oon  pmbliebed  here :  for  I  an  ^pre* 
bensiye  of  oollasion  between  the  remainder  of  the  riotera  and  their . 
fnesds,  for  the  pnrpose  of  getting  the  rewards ;  seeing  the  Goart, 
eommisserating  the  enlprits  for  their  poyerty,  &  beeanse  misled  bj 
the  Jenkinses  A  other  men  in  years^  have  infliotod  verj  light  pnnisb* 
ments.  But  I  beg  leave  to  snggeat^  whether  with  the  revooation  it 
will  not  be  eipedient  to  require  all  the  officers  &  ministen  of  jnstioe 
to  apprehend  the  remaining  riolers.  It  wonld  also  seem  to  me 
expedient  to  ezoept  John  Jenkins  from  the  re?oeation,  bnt  to  reduce 
the  reward  to  100  or  even  to  50  dollars.  This  man  was  the  prime 
instigator  of  the  plot|  and  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  Franklin, 
altbo'  the  Grand  Jury  did  not  find  evidcnoe  to  indict  him  of  high 
treason.  He  has  been  indicted  for  the  riot,  on  the  clearest  evidence ; 
and  the  eontinnance  of  [the  offer  of  a  reward  will  either  insure  the 
taking  him,  or  keep  him  in  York  State,  whither  he  went  as  soon  as 
I  was  taken  &  where  he  still  remains ;  and  where,  for  the  good  of 
this  settlement,  it  might  be  well  if  he  should  ever  remain  :  for  tho' 
deficient  in  courage  to  execute,  yet  he  has  a  heart  base  i,  wicked 
enough  to  contrive  any  mischief  whatever. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Very  respectldlly,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed't  servant        • « 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

P.S.  On  my  return  hither  I  found  the  enclosed  return  of  the 
election  of  Justices  of  the  peaoe  had  been  lodged  in  my  office :  I  now 
transmit  the  same,  that  Council  may  oommiasionate  one  of  them  ; 
and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  there  will  be  a  convenience  in  its 
being  done  immediately,  lest  there  should  be  a  defect  of  Justices  at 
our  next  (term,  which  commences  the  second  of  December,  and  at 
present  there  are  but  four  Justices  in  commission  in  the  county. 
Direciedj 

His  Excellency,  the  president  of  PennBylvania,  In  CouuclL 


Paactitiokbes  op  Law  in  Philadelphia— Memorial,  1788; 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme 
Bxecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  the  subscribing  Practitioners  at  Law  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia  being  deeply  interested  in 
Behalf  of  ourselves  snd  of  our  Cliants  in  having  the  office  of  Pro- 
thonotary  of  the  said  Court  filled  by  a  proper  Person^  beg  leave  to 

«  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  602. 
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C0B  our  fliToraibk  Seatiiiietits  of  Om  QmsOemma  wha  kM  iaieiy 
i  appointed  to  this  SUiioQ  m  Oomeqdeiwe  of  ihm  Befflgnation  of 


expraMi 

been  i 

Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Esqtrire. 

The  well  knows  Abilities,  SxperieDoei  Integrity  and  Attention  to 
Business  of  James  Biddle,  fbmiira,  at  the  same  Time  tliat  they 
promise  Accuraoj,  Fidelity  and  Dispatch  in  the  important  Duties  of 
that  offioe  indaoe  us  to  return  o«r  Thanks  to  jour  Exesilencj  and 
the  honorable  Conaoil  for  the  judicious  appointment  whioh  has  been 
made. 

We  are  with  Uie  highest  Bespect;  and  Esteem  for  jonr  Bioe&eni^ 
&  the  honorable  Oouneil, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  serrants.* 
15th  Nov.  1788. 

Charles  Swift^  Jona  D.  Sergeant, 

Benj.  Morgan,  Jun'r,  Wm  Lewis, 

Anthony  Morrisi  Jared  Ingersolly 

Jacob  A.  Howell|  Alez'r  Wilcocks, 

Bob.  Milligan,  Edw'd  Tilghmaa, 

John  Hallowell|  W.  Bawle, 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Samson  J^vy» 

Moses  Levy,  Jdo.  C.  Wells, 

Jasper  Moylan,  *  Cfaas.  Heatly, 

«  John  D.  Goxe,  John  Todd,  Jun'r. 

Directed^ 
His  Ezoellanoy,  Thomas  Mifflu,  Esquire,  President  of  OouneiL 


TflOKAfi  FXTZSIMONS  TO  PftES.  MlFFUN,  1788. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Resolution  entered  into  by  the  Gon'l 
assembly  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  will  be  ready  to 
attend  to  the  business  when  Council  assign  a  time  for  that  purpose 
— it  may  be  necessary  to  add,  that  it  seems  to  be  the  Intention  of 
the  House  to  close  the  present  session  tomorrow* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Xour  most  h'ble  Servant 

THO.  FITZSIMONS.f 

Nov.  2l8t,  1788.  ♦ 

Directed 

His  Excellency,  The.  Mifflin,  Esqr. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol  XV.,  p.  596. 
t  Sm  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XV.,  p.  004. 
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John  Lukens,  S.  G.,  to  Pkissident  Mifflin,  1788. 

Tuesday,  2th  Decbr.,  1788. 

Yesterday  I  received  an  order  from  Gonncil,  direoting  all  the  Is- 
lands in  the  Alleghany  and  Ohio  Rivers  should  be  surveyed  &  re- 
tamed  into  'tny  Office, — as  there  is  no  Deputy  Surveyor  appointed 
for  doing  the  same,  I  would  with  BubmiBsion  recommend  Mr.  Andrew 
EUicott  for  that  Service  or  any  other  that  Council  may  have  to  do 
on  the  North  of  the  Un«  of  the  8taU  Settled  last  Summer. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  H'ble  ServH 
Dtredfdy  JNO.  LUKEN8,  Esqr. 

His  Exeellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esqr,  Presid^t. 


Db.  Bskjamin  Rush  to  Oounciii— Dickinson  Coi^Lsax, 

1788. 

GeDtleneOi 

From  the  preaeat  deranged  state  of  pnblio  ftffiurv,  the  OoUege  of 
Oarliale  has  snffaiiedin  her  reeooroes  in  common  witib  theoiher|rablio 
BmtitDtions  of  the  etete.  The  Gonnoil  of  Peonaylvania  Iwve  for 
aev«ral  half  yemrs  peat,  from  a  generoos  ecnoern  for  the  advance* 
meni  of  titeratore  in  the  western  conntry,  diseoted  the  tseasnrer  of 
the  state  te  issne  a  speeial  order  upon  the  trownror  of  Camberiand 
OeoDty  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  landed  osrtiieates  of  the  Ooi- 
lece.  In  the  name  of  the  trustees,  &  of  the  friends  of  the  OoUege, 
I  beg  ]ee;ve  to  eolieit  a  ropetition  of  the  same  lavor^  k  have  the  honor 
to  be  Gentleman,  with  great  respect  your  meet , 

huflsUe  Servant 

RBNJ.  RUSH.* 

niiladelpfaia,  4th  Deoembr.,  1788. 
Indorsed 

Read  in  Council  same  day,  and  the  treasurer  directed  to  draw  the 
Order  for  1  half  year's  Interest. 


Council  to  Richarp  Butlib  and  Jqibjk  GiBeos,  1768. 

Gentlemen, 

.  You  have  inclosed  an  Invoice  of  Goods  sent  you  to  purchase  the 
Indian  Claims  to  the  Oountry  adjaining  Lake  Erie  and  the  Northern 
Line  of  Pennsylvania.   Some  of  the  articles  yon  wanted  were  not  to 

*  See  Col.  Eep.,  Vol.  XY,,  p.  <(16. 
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be  had;  in  the  room  of  theni;  saob  wero  pioovred,  as  in  the  opiiu<»  of 

CoaDcil  would  best  aDswer  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended. 
In  transacting  thia  businesa  Council  have  the  utmost  reliance  on 
your  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  for  the  interest  and  adyantage 
of  the  State. 
Indorsedr^Deehr.  8th,  1788. 

Yr.  &c. 


PniLADBLFHIA  COMPANY,  &O.9  TO  A  GOMttlTTRB  OV 

Council,  1788. 

To  Ae  Honorable  Committee  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Cohneil  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  appointed  for  the  spedal 
purpose  of  considering  what  further  roads  may  be  necessary  to  be 
opened,  &c.,  in  said  Commonwealths 

May  it  please  your  Honors, 

The  Subscribers  beg  leave  to  mention  to  yon  the  propriety  of 
opening  a  Road  from  or  near  Leonard  Balliard's  House  in  Mahon- 
ing Valley,  about  71  miles  from  Philadelphia,  into  the  road  diiBotod 
to  be  opened  by  an  Act  of  the  fioaorable  the  Legislatnie,  paased 
the  29th  March,  1787,  which  leads  to  tho  falls  of  the  Nesoopeok,  in 
tbe  Rrrer  Sosquehanna.  The  advsntages  attending  this  propoaed 
Road  would  be  vevy  oonsidenble  to  the  Inhabitaiitfl  aetUed  in  Am 
Oonntiee  of  Nortiramberland  &  Loaenie  in  partiealar^  but  to  the 
State  in  General ;  naany  of  whom  have  a  /oironiAona  Soat  of  two 
handred  miles,  who  would  then  have  no  mote  than  half  that  die* 
tanoe  to  bring  their  produce  to  this  Market,  whioh  undoubtedly 
worid  be  nnlually  advantageous  to  the  City  and  seveial  of  the 
Counties.  The  said  Road  would  secure  to  a  respectaUe  part  of  tho 
State  the  advantages  of  the  Philadelphia  Market  with  considerable 
Convenienoe.  The  Distance  necessary  to  be  opened  would  be  about 
18  or  20  miles,  &  at  present  the  views  of  the  LegtslatiiTe  in  opening 
the  Nescopeck  Road  must  be  frustrated  unless  this  prayer  should  be 
granted,  as  it  was  designed  to  have  been  carried  to  tbe  Water  Navi- 
gation of  the  River  Lehi,  but  as  the  Commissioner  who  was 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Act,  had  it  then  not  in  his  power 
to  open  it  to  the  said  Communication,  the  Views  of  the  Legislature 
in  consequence  are  rendered  in  some  measure  abortive,  or  at  least 
are  not  attended  with  the  advantages  tbsreby  designed.  This 
addition  thereto  your  petitioners  humbly  conceive  would  perfect  the 
Intentions  which  the  Wisdom  of  the  honorable  Legislatuie  meant  to 
earry  into  Effect. 

We  take  the  Liberty  of  mentioning,  that  there  is  a  Company 
established  in  this  pla^e  nominated  <<7%s  rhUaitlpkia  Compattjt 

*  See  Col  Eec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p  618. 
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^^far  pramciing  Jtann/aetuires  ds  the  u§Ml  Arte  m  Ae  Town  of 
'< Berwic  upon  the  Susquehanna"  The  V iewB  of  wbich  are  to  pro- 
mote the  intercourse  of  a  weighty  part  of  the  State^  which  thej 
trnat  will  be  advantageoua  thereto,  and  disadvantageoaB  to  none. 
We  therefore  wish  that  joo  will  so  far  coincide  with  this  statemeat 
of  the  important  sabjeot  as  to  report  to  Council  the  propriety  of 
opening  this  Boadi  and  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  wiU 
pray,  £3. 

Signed  by  order  &  on  Behalf  of  the  aforesaid  Company,  by 

BENJ'N  SAY,  Preaid't. 
PhiladelpUa,  December  4th,  1788. 


Andeew  Ellicott  to  Peks-  Mipflin— Erib,  1788. 

December  19th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Being  appointed  to  run  the  Line  between  the  western  boundary 
of  the  State  of  N.  York,  and  the  late  purchase  made  by  this  State 

iof  Congress)  of  a  Tract  of  Country  lying  on  the  South  side  of  Lake 
Srie,  Ishal  just  mention  some  difficulties  which  will  probably 
attend  the  execution  of  this  business, — and  firnt,  because  the  point 
which  limits  the  State  of  N.  York  to  the  Westward,  agreeably  to 
the  cession  made  by  that  State,  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to 
Congress  in  the  year  ,  lies  within  the  British  Settlements  on 

the  West  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
obtain  leaye  from  the  Commandant  at  Niagara,  or  the  Governor  of 
Canada  to  go  within  the  British  lines  to  commence  the  business. 
As  this  will  be  a  matter  of  science  only,  and  cannot  possibly  inter- 
fere with  either  their  Jurisdiction  or  Property,  we  may  reasonably 
expect  that  a  proper  representation  made  by  Authority,  will  be 
attended  with  success.  The  second  difficulty  will  be  with  the 
Indians,  but  as  they  are  particularly  attached  to,  and  influenced  by 
the  Cols.  Butler  and  Brandt,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  Idea 
of  obtaining  their  interest  by  some  means  or  other. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencies  Hbl.  Seryt, 

AND.  ELLICOTT. 
Directeffj 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr. 

Indoriedj 

Read  in  Council,  Dec.  19th,  Beferred  to  Y.  P.  Col.  Milef;  Col. 
Bniith;  Col.  Dennison,  Mr.  Cannon,  20th  Decr.^  1788.* 

*  See  CoL  Eec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  681. 
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INBTRTJCTIONS  TO  JamSS  DtTNWOODIB,  1788.  ' 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  December  27th,  1788. 
Sir, 

You  are  to  proceed  on  Monday  next  with  the  letters  fo^r  the 
Sheriffs  of  Washington,  WestmoreUnd,  Payette,  Bedford,  Hunting- 
ton, Cumberland.  Franklin  and  Dauphine.  and  get  from  them  the 
returns  of  the  Blections  for  Electors,  and  oHng  them  to  Council  as 
soon  as  possible.  On  your  way  to  Fort  Pitt  try  to  inform  the 
Sheriffs  of  Cumberland,  Franklift  Bedford  and  Hu&tiogto»,  tfcat 
you  will  call  as  you  come  down  for  their  Returns,  and  fix  upon 
some  convenient  place  for  them  to  be  left  at. 

As  it  is  of  importance  the  returns  should  be  here  soon  after  the 
Election,  if  any  accident  buppen  to  detain  you  on  the  lUad^  hire 
some  careful  person  to  perform  the  business  you  are  sent  upon^  and 
give  bim  these  InatrucUons. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  hamble  tfervainty 

OH  AS.  BIDDLE,  Seo'y.^ 
Directed 
Mr.  James  Suawoodie. 

"V  8m  OoL  B«o.>  VqI.  &¥.,  p.  Cd4. 
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APPENDIX,  1782-1788. 

The  iNipert  centinied  in  Hu  tbllorAug  {M^ea  lia^  be6n  copied 
from  letter  books  at  Harrisbtrrg — of  those  from  other  persons  than 
the  Council — ^the  origioals  have  not  been  discoTered,  but  thej  ar^ 
recorded  (no  doubt  from  them)  in  these  hooka. 

NoB«  1  ta  84  r^te  to  Wjoming** 


No.  1.  ; 

Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1782. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson^  Esq.^  Prest  of  Pennsa^ 

Trentoq,  Novem.  18,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
that  the  last  of  the  Commissioner^r  that  we  expected  arrived  here  on 
Friday  Evening ;  as  the  Supreme  Court,  as  well  as  the  Legislature, 
were  sitting  in  Trenton,  it  was  difficult  to  provide  convenient 
Chambers  for  the  Commissioners,  and  until  this  morning  the 
Court  was  ndt  eompCeatly  organised.  They  have'  adjoarned  until 
to-morrow  at  10  o'Clock.  at  which  time  we  apprehend  that  the 
AgentB  for  Oonnectieat  will  move  that  the  Trial  be  postponed  until 
the  Settlers  (who  will  be  affected  by  the  Determination)  can  bAve 
xK^ce.  This  sttrakige  idea  aeems  to  be  stiggeated  meeel^  for  the 
purree  of  Delay,  and  we  cooeeive  will  net  be  adopted  by^  tJie 
Court  Under  this  Ciroumatance  it  is  impossible  far  nt  at  present 
to  eaywhen  the  Witnesses  will  he  waftfed.  We  abeold  however,  be 
extremely  glad  if  the  orkginal  Ghafter  and  the  Indian  Deeds  oonld 
h%  forward^  with  all  dieyotch;  Siome.  coireuinstaiiees  [ma^}  ooeur 
,  that  will  render  it  necessary  for  ue  to  be  ahaed  at  all  poiotSy  and 
to  i«ly  kk  little  M  poesible  on  the  hopes  of  Indalgenee. 

We. shall  endeavor  to  apprise  Council  of  every  mateiial  Tnuu- 
aotion  dnruig  the  oousse.of  th«  Trial;  And  we  hope  if  we.  shall  be 
trnder  the  neeesaifcy  of  drawing  upon  the  Treasury  Jbr  further  hum 
to  defray  the  KxpcBsesof  the  Commiaiioners  who  are  -aManding  the 
Trial  c£  this  ioiportaQt  Oavae,  thai  it  will  be  voadj  to.befotwainledi 
The  Honour  of  the  State  seems  to  xequire  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  ob.  Serv., 

W.  BRApFORD,  Junb. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  17.] 
*  See  Vol.  X.  for  other  papers  on  the  same  snbjeot 
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No.  2. 

Sifo'T  Matlack  to  Richard  Pstsrs,  1782. 

Philada.,  Deoem'r  1, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  Presid^t  and  Snpreme  Erecntive  Goancil  order  me  to 
request  that  yon  will,  on  Monday  or  Tnesday  next,  please  to  attend* 
the  Court  appointed  by  Congress  now  sitting  at  Trenton,  as  a  wit- 
ness on  the  part  of  Pennsylyania,  in  the  cause  now  before  the 
Court  between  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut 
I  am  with  great  esteem  &  respect, 

7our  Most  Obed.  Servt., 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Hon.  Biohard  Peters,  Esqr. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL  p,  6.] 


No.  3. 

Council  to  Capt.  Thomas  Robinson,  1783. 

Council,  5th  May,  1783. 
Sir. 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  of  March  was  reoeiyed  by  Council.  Te 
your  report  of  Indian  Outrage  some  others  have  been  added,  80 
alarming  as  io  engage  the  most  early  and  serious  attention  of  Coun* 
oil.  Among  other  steps  which  have  been  thought  neeessary  for  the 
defonoe  of  the  Wyoming  settlement,  a  further  supply  of  ammuni- 
tton  is  now  forwarded — ^it  consists  of  two  Boxes  of  Muskets,  Car> 
tridges  &  three  hundred  (800)  flints. 

As  one  expedient  to  quiet  that  restless  discontented  spirit  whioh 
Mens  still  to  exist  among  the  Connecticut  claimants,  Council  have 
thought  proper  to  send  you  a  few  additional  copies  of  the  late  pro* 
claasation  upon  that  subject  You  will  find  some  means  to  spread 
them  abroad  among-  the  people,  and,  as  fi&r  as  your  influence  will  so^ 
to  seoond  their  operation  by  securing  i:^eace  and  promoting  Justioa. 

I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG-t 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.  p.  107.] 

•  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  442. 
t  SeeVoLX.,  p.  48.  ..       .'  ^ 
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No.  4. 

BlIOBlACABT  AjUCSTBOKa  TO  SsORKABT  09  Ck>HGBSSB,  1784. 

Seoretery'a  Office, 

Philadelphia,  April  14, 1784. 
Sr, 

I  have  the  orden  of  CSounoil  to  ackoowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
letter  to  Preaident  Dickinaon  of  the  26th  January  laat,*  eneloaiDg 
an  Act  of  Googress  direoting  a  nolificatioQ  <^  the  ^pplieatioa  made 
to  them  for  the  Institntioa  of  a  seoond  Federal  Court  upon  the 
Wyoming.  Bnainoe^  and  the  aaaigtiiDent  of  a  day  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
hearing  the  respective  parties  upon  the  adbjeot. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  highest  respect, 

yoor  most  ohed.  and  hnmh.  eervt., 

JOHN  AftMSIBONO,  Jonr., 

SeeretMy,   • 
DireeUdf 

To  Charlea  niomaon,  Sectetary  of  OongMse. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  XL,  p.  88  ] 


No!  6. 

Pbes.  Dickihson  70  Dblboatba  in  Conobbss,  1784. 

To  Hie  Excellency,  Thomas  MiAm,  ft-the  Hon.  Edward  Hand,  Esq. 

In  Conncil, 

Philadelphia,  April  14tb,  1784. 
G^ntlemeir,    .   ^  [ 

Yesterday  we'  received  yonr  letter  of  the  second  instant,  with  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  March ;  inclosed  are  the  resolntioos  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  20th  Febmary  k  second  of  September, 
1783,  4  of  8Qth  of  last  January,  and  of  the  petition  of  Shepherd  k 
others.  The  cause  of  the  Resolntions  of  the  2d  September  is  geQO^ 
rally  assigned  in  the  preamble. 

It  appeared  in  the  Course  of  the  proceedings  at  Wyoming,  when 
the  first  oommissioneffl  were  sent  up  agreeably  to  the  Aesolutiona  of 
the  20th  of  February,  that  that  there  would  be  no  accommodatioi) 
with  the  Persons  actually  settled  there,  for  they  reprobated  the  Idea 
of  other  Lands  being  granted  to  them,  unless  the  pretention  of  a 

♦SeeVol.  X.,  p.  104. 
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krge  nnmber  of  the  penons  sbonld  also  be  taken  into  conBideratioii. 
In  one  of  their  addresses  to  the  Oommissioners,  dated  the  Twenty 
third  of  April,  1783,  and  signed  by  John  Jenkin  in  behalf  of  him- 
a4lf  Md  tin  rest  of  the  settlers,' tkey  say  <<  we  6aaiiio(,«8  we  am  joint 
tenantly  *<  with  a  mnoh  greater  Body  of  joint  proprietors,  than  is 
here  without  their  joint  Gonsentgive  &p  oir  olaiiAs  to  those  lands  in 
"disptiW- 

Thus  by  their  own  acknowledgment,  the  qnestion  no  longer  re* 
ktad  to  the  persons  desigkiated  by  the  Legistatnre  of  Connaetieat 
in  these  expressions,  ^  whose  sufferinga  andoonditicn  under  PennsyU 
Tania  haTo  exetied  tiie  commiseration  of  their  Fri(»d%  but  to  all  the 
daima  that,  might  be  made  by  that  '<  mwoh  greater  body  el  jeint 
proprietom,''  by  whioh  words  do  doabi,  were  meant  aU  the  daiaon  of 
the  Susquehanna  and  DeUware  Companies. 

This  State  earnestly  desired  and  sincerely  endeavoured  (t>  make 
an  equitable  compromise  with  the  settlers  and  with  the  Families  of 
settlers  desoribed  in  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Conneotiont. 
These  were  really  the  objects  of  the  ^  demene/'  of  this  Gommon- 
wealtbj  iBot  «hceoaId  not  consent  to  surrender  a  vduable  Territory 
to  dwaa  iaepnsistent  with  Equity.  The  General  Assembly  adjourned 
on  the  first  of  this  month,  so  that  we  have  not  had  an  opportnaity  ef 
laying  before  them  the  4ife«lar  letter  of  that  date^  btit  we  ahaU  en- 
deavour to  ezpedit|B  ibe  ^olleption  of  the  public  Taxes. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 
lam,  Gkntlemen>  —  - 

your  moat  ob.  &  humb.  servt.. 

JOHN  DIGKINSON. 
i  :  CI-ettwrBoofc,  VoLH.,p.84.] 


No.  «. 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Colonel  James  Moore,  at  WWMiNcr 

1T84, 

"  In  Council, 

'  '  April  the  20th,  1784. 

Sf  r,  ' 

In  purauanea  of  the  inclosed  resolutions  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 
of  the  eleventh  &  twenty-fifth  oif  March  last,  yoo  wilt  please  to  make 
^ch  arrangement  that  the  Garrison  maybe  entirely  withdrawn  from 
Wyoming  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  Cannon, 
Arms,  &  military  stores  we  wish  to  have  deposited  at  Sunbury,  in 
acme  proper  -phcoj  and  under  the  care  of  some  suitable  person.  It 
may  be  advisable  to  consmlt  General  Potter  «nd  Wm.  HcClay,  Eaq., 


on  ibis  subject  An  exact  Betura  shonld  be  made  of  the  articles 
80  deposited,  and  the  master  Rolls  should  be  completed.  Tbe 
Removal  should  begin  so  early  that  the  Troops  after  being  dis- 
charged, maj  reach  tbe  rdspeotite  places  of  their  Residanoe  by  tho 
first  day  of  June,  to  which  time  they  are  to  be  supplied  with  rations^ 
and  their  pay  to  be  continued. 

With  great  atid  sincere  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  mp.  obed.  kwt^-  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
'    [Letter  Bool:,  Vol.  II.,  p.  85.]  ' 


No.  7. 
Lieut.' Samuel  Rebb  to  Lieut.  Col.  Moob^,  1784. 

Sir, 

Agreeably  to  your  Orders  I  marched  with  the  detachment  under 
my  command  to  the  neighbathood  of  Abraham's  plains.  Upon 
entering  that  settlement  (which  was  before  day  light)  I  found  two 
men  in  arms,  with  their  horses  saddled,  and  supposing  them  to  be 
belonging  to  the  party  said  to  be  in  arms,  I  marched  them  under 
ffuard  in  order  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  my  being  discovered. 
Shortly  afte^  XporoeivBd'some  sl^n  rumiug  to  tbe. 'wtoutain^  with 
whom  I  exchanged  a  few  shots  without  receiving  any  damage. 

The  men  were  in  general  abseot  yrith  their  iwrit)8|  ^ni  if9»  R^pDftf 
I  h%d  reason  to  expect  opposition. 

I  pTOCoeifedwith  mat  caution  to  take  the  Locks  off  all  the  arms 
I  could  find,  until  I  joined  Capt.  Armstrong.  Our  numbers  i^s 
iheDrespeeiable^  wkSah  I  firmly  believe  was  Uie  only  Battm  ikat  pro* 
Teeied  them  from  eolnmencing  Hoetiliiies.  1  most  re&t  iyeu  te 
OaptfttB  AruslronglSsr  further  intelligence. 
I  am,  whfa  much  esrt^era,  Sir, 

your  obedt.  servant, 
.       .;,  SAMUEL  BEBl),.    / 

May  12, 1784.' 
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No.  8, 
Oapt.  J.  Absisxrosg  to  Lixui.  Col.  Moobb,  1784. 

Agreeably  to  yonr  Instrnctions,  I  prooeeded  with  the  partj  under 
my  eommand  to  Abraham's  Pkins,  &  from  theoce  through  the  settle- 
ment to  execute  my  orders.  I  found  the  men  generally  absent  with 
their  arms,  and  had  frequent  Reports  they  were  assembled  on  the 
Hills,  and  that  they  intended  opposition.  I  was  shortly  after  joined 
by  the  party  commanded  by  Lieut.  Reed.  Our  formidable  conjunc- 
tion I  conceive  to  be  the  Reason  why  we  were  not  attacked  by  the 
Oonnecticut  Settlers,  who  I  presume  were  perfectly  disposed  to  do 
us  every  injury. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  obed.  servt, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 
May  12, 1784. 

[Letter  Book  L,  page  168.] 


No.  9. 
CoL.  Jamsb  Moore  to  Pbbs.  Dickinboit,  1784. 

To  His  Bxedl'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

Fort  Dickinson,  May  15, 1784.  * 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  various  Reports  corroborated  by  the  inclosed 
depositiaiis  of  two  men,  that  a  number  of  Gonnecdcut  ClaimaBta 
were  in  arms  at  Abraham's  Plains,  six  miles  distant  from  the  Garrison, 
that  they  had  in  a  very  hostile  manner  surrounded  several  peaceable 
Citizens  who  were  pursuing  their  Industry  to  the  great  TeiTor  of 
their  persons.  And  that  numbers  from  the  other  settlements  were 
to  assemble  there  with  their  arms,  in  the  night,  which  the  General 
Commotion  of  the  Connecticut  Faction  give  great  Reason  to 
susoect 

I  conceived  it  necessary  to  detach  Captain  Armstrong,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Reed,  each  with  a  detachment  of  fifteen  men  silently  in  the 
night,  to  guard  the  Roads  and  Ferries,  to  prevent  any  dangerous 
combination  that  might  be  intended,  and  in  the  morning  to  proceed 
througbt  the  settlement  and  secure  the  locks  of  all  arms  they  could 


ddngD'8.    .    • 

Ibe  offioejrft  )BQadB  oa^  <»£  i^tf  j  jpri^oaatioa  to  preTfot  tbeir  pi^i 
tioi  bduig  dMeoverody  fi^d  «  UUle  befgre  4fty  m<ule  prisoiers  of  twa 
iMn:iii.«rin4  wi^  tkeir  li^ories  saddled  in  tb^  n^ghborbood  where 
itwaa  sidl  tbe  .Kioftfurs  hj^  Urbioh  tbe;  oeoeeiv^  were  aotiug  as 
GentiiNib,  aJlJioDglk  uo  io^teUigenoe  o«fild  be  obtained  from  the  mea 
tkey  had  tak^n;  they  aboriljp  after  had  information  that  the  men  in 
thadeotmtryvere.prinicipalliy  assembled  on  :tb€i  moos  tain  vary  con^ 
U^OQBi  wi&h.  tbeir  arms.  Tbia  informatipii  they  found  too  trae,  aa. 
they  marobed  through  the  setUement  to  exeoote  their  instructions! 
•omci  pATlieftlfAre  disoovered,  mardiipg.to  4b9  Hills,  and  a  few  shots 
were  ezohanged,  but  at  so  great  a  distanoe  that  no  injury  was  done  ok^ 
«i|)Mr  Mom  Tifte  lO^qerslWere  awow  to.  Mtke  some  of  the  men  they  , 
diacawed  n^nking,  )be  the  Qilte  thut  they  Qiighfc  obtain  some  oerta^i^ 
tocouuts:  of  t)ie  number  that:  wei^ein  armB  and  where  they  lay.        ^ 

One  of  tbo  party  some  timc^  aft^r  was  nnde  a  prisoner  and  dis^ 
tjrmed  by  a^  party  of.  the:  Bioters  ki'ar«uu  Ba  was  told  by  bm 
Captains  that  a  very  ecAsidenbl^  party  was.  afifiombled  loid  that 
serious  eonsequepoos  might  be.expctoted.  . 
;  Pfermit  me  to  refer  your  JBxQollency  totbe  inolosed  Reports,  of 
ihe  (Mmn  ordered  ,00  this  service,  for  ftjrther  information  on  the. 
subject.  I  am  .happy  to  itiform  you,  that  by  their  prudeuee  the  effui 
pm  of  Bloody  whioh  fromf  n)y  informatiim  I  much  dreadod  has  bfen 
happily  proyeqted..      .  .     ,  .  :  -  •  , 

As  ^oor  "Ezcellenoy  and  Council  has  a  just  claim  upon  me  foi 
every  information  respecting  tke  sitnatioQ  ^  this  co.untry,  I  have 
made  it  my  Business  ti0  -obtain  as  perfect  idi  aecount  of  the  late 
Bevolution  that  t(k^  place  here  as  was  possible  to  oolleot  from  the 
number  of  p<}ople  engfig^^n.  executing. 

I  (uiticipfite  th^  intoDtion  of  the  Citizens  in  laying  this  short 
detail  of  the  cireumstane^  ^nd  -motives  that  ind,uoed  them  to  adopt 
the  measure.  I'he' hostile  a|!)pearance  bf  the  Conneotitut  Claimants 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Abraham's  Plains  already  mentioned,  their 
repeated  Threats,  and  the  frequent  Keports  of  the  support  that  was 
expected  from  their  state  filled  the  minds  of  the  Pennsylvania  Land- 
holders and  settlers  with  serious  apprehensions  of  being  forcibly  dis- 
possessed^  if  npt  before  immedisttely  af^^  the  dismission  of  my  corps. 

Thfeir  dlarihlngsituatidn  became  the'subjeist  of  serious  considera- 
tion, when  th^  former  eruelties  of  those  people  occurred,  to  their 
minds.  *     *'''•'•. 

They  found,  however  anxiously  they' Wished  to  cultivate  that 
Cordiality  and  Friendship,  so  necessary  to  promote  the.bei^efita  of 
aocietyi'-thero  w^  not  the  : least  "prpbfbbility  of.  its  sub^stiuff  during 
the  at%y  of  those  factions  people  iMnongthem^  And  now. that  they 
were  about  to  bedenidd  that  support  tbey  humbly  conceived  they  had 
a  claim  to  from  Government,  until  the  controversy  was  finally  deter: 
mined ;  they  found  them3elvea  drove  tq  the  piuUiful  aUernative  of 
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tniMbg  meMtfreft  tonniHyve  tfce'uMite  daflg^n^Vi  (nH  of  tiie  bklinaMi 
out  of  the  country  or  bring  them  to  explicit  declarations  of  tiiei^ 
Intentions.  Thla  determination  vna&ittoittly  ttdo)^  bj  the  Luid- 
holders  and  settlers  tinder  the  tTarisdiotion  of  this  staite,  wm  ioM 
mediately  made  known  to  the  elaimants  nuder  Oonneetioiit  with  iff 
earnest  entreaty  that  they  should  avail  themselfieB  <ef  th^  iim%  (wme 
days  being  allowed,)  given  them  to  remove  their  htntfies  and 
property,  or  to  aecede  to  such  measures,  as  wimtd  fully  (Doovtnoe 
them  of  their  attaehment  to  the  state  aad  ks  CitiMUs.  The  well 
disposed  availed  themselves  of  this  nottoe,  and  either  removisd  up  tfau 
River  at  some  distance,  or  made  such  explfcit  deolMitions  of  tMi 
Intentions  to  adhere  to  the  interest  of  the  state  as  etttitM  thMD  tu 
every  Indulgence. 

A  number  of  these,  who  were  ooneemed  hi  prometing  the  irsl 
Troubles  in  this  country  and  were  still  funning  the  Embers  6f  Omn 
tention  were  eoneeived  too  dangerous  to  be  permitled  t» remain.  Anil 
the  Landholders  and  settlers  were  compelled  to  adopt  th^  ineMutes 
they  had  previously  €oneeived  iseoessary  to  promote  the  peace  ani 
Tranquility  of  this  country  and  the  Happiness  of  the  stale.  Fran 
the  numbers  of  people  who  has  lately  come  in,  they  conceive  them* 
selves  adequate  to  the  Task.  The  Bufiones  is  efFeoted  and  from 
every  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  their  conduct  haft 
been  peculiarly  marked  with  the  highest  degree  of  Lenity. 

The  above  is  the  only  circumstance  I  have  been  able  to  colkd; 
respecting  the  late  Revolution,  which  I  conceive  my  duty  X^  ftnrwara 
to  Council. 

1  am;  with  muoh  Respect  and 

Bsteemi  Tow  Excellenoy's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  HOORR 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  170, 173.] 


No.  10. 

Mbss.  Buyers,  &;a,  to  Prss.  Dickinbok,  1784. 

To  His  Elxcellency  the  Pros.  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

We  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  ihere  is  occasion  to  transmit  to 
Council  evidence  of  so  disaffreeable  a  nature,  as  they  will  be 
farDished  with  by  the  inclosed  letters  and  deposition ;  but  conceiving 
it  to  be  of  the  first  moment  to  G-ovemment  and  being  called  on 
officially  for  the  purpose,  it  becomes  our  indispensable  duty.    Upon 


iospeetiiig  Mr.  Monigomeij's.  btter,  we  find  tiM  detail  of  CMte 
therein  eontained,  supported  hy  roreral  witneflses,  whom  we  have 
earefally  eonniined  npon  oafh,  twf  of  wbioh  reside  ix^  a^ifbrent 
part  of  the  state,  bat  happened  to  be  accidentally  present  at  the 
alftnniiigrdistQrUaoes  allmded  to;  We  are  akooatherata  less ,19 
aooount  for  this  outrageons  eotidact  of  the  soldiery.  The  Civit 
Officers  intimidated  and  oonfned  mpd^r  a  dose  Military  Guard  for 
seniD|[^;tbeproee88  -of  the  Common  Wealth.  The  Garrison  instead 
of  aiding  the  Civil  Authority  set  it  at  defiance,  and  place  themaelrc)^ 
abo va  the  JLaws.  lawrenee'  Myers  from  whom  ivo ;  letters  have  been 
reoetved  by  the  Hi^  Sheriff  and  herewith  forwarded  is  the  snbf 
sheriff;  the  complexion  of  those  letters  will  (independent  of  any  thing 
else^  enable  Cosncil  to  form  an  idea  how  far  the  Civil  Officers  can  act 
with  effect  in  their  several  department^  to  embrace  the  earUeaib 
ppportunity  of  laying  before  Council  such  circumstaneesi  as  hav^* 
eome  to  oar  knowled^  in  order,  that  [a  timely  provision  miyy  ba 
made  for  the  ii^urfd  and  ojppressed  Citizens  in  that  part  of  theatalQ 
and  the  dignity  of  Qovemment  supported  and  maintain. 
We  remun  with  every  sentiment  of 

Sespeot  and  Begard^  Your  ma. 

obed.  ftvery  hnmb.  setvt*., 

JOHN  BUYERS, 
FRJEPEBlCK  ANTESS, 
GHBIBTIiicN  GETHO, 
ROBERT  MARTIN. 

P.  Stum.^-Council  receiving  the  above  information  a«  early  at 
possible  being  a  matter  of  moment }  we  thought  proper  to  employ 
an  -express  for  the  purpose,  hope  Council  will  approve  thereof  and 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  payAient  of  his  demands. 

N.  6. — Agreed  with  the  Expvesa  for  M.  Doty  for  his  Bzpensea 
Four  pounds  by  Jno.  Buyers. 
Sonbury,  May  17, 1784. 

f Lstter  Bodr^  VoL  I.^. p.  1663  < 
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^         ■  Pees.  Dickimon  to  Johic  Bxttses^  to.,  1T84. 

To  Johti 'Bnyersy  Charles  GiiUg,  Frederick  Antds  and  Robert 
•  Martin,  EsquireB. 

In  Gonncil, 

PhaadelpbU,May22,n84. 
Qentlemen, 

'  We  have  this  day  received  yonr  letter  of  the  Seventeenth  instant, 
and  have  given  the  Intelligence  it  contains  the  consideration  which 
its  importance  demands. 

It  appeared  to  as  advreeable  to  confer  with  Mr.  ^rjan,  the  only 
Jndge  of  the  Snprem^  Conrt,  at  this  time  in  town  npon  the  subject: 
On  this  Oonference  it  was  onr  joint  opinion,  that  the  steps  proper  to 
be  taken  would  be  that  the  Magistrates  and  Sheriff  of  the  County' 
should  ezerdse  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  Law  for  preserving 
the  peace,  and  apprehending,  committing,  and  punishing  those  wha 
break  the  same. 

The  other  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  now  on  the  circuit 
and  will  be  at  Sunbury,  we  expect  the  Beginning  of  the  week  af^ 
next. 

We  have  written  to  them,  desiring  them,  when  they  shall  be 
there,  io  make  the  doe  enquiries  thereupon,  and  direct  the  most 
effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserving 
the  peacQ.pf  the  Coim^tjy.  We  have  sometime  ago  onlered  the 
Garrison  at  Wyoming  to  be  discharged  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
MXiTiMiltb..: 

I  am  Gentlemusn^  Your,  to.» 

JOHN  DIQKINSON. 
[Letter  Bpok,  Vol.  H.,  p.  98.] 


No.  12. 


PbSB.  DiOKINSOK  to  VAdlSTBATtS  AT  AKD  JXMAR  WtOUNO, 

1784. 

To  the  Magistrates  at  and  near  Wyoming,  in  Northumberland 
County. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Hay  22d,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Buyers,  Gettig, 
Antes  and  Martin,  of  your  County,  complaining  of  great  disturb- 
ances at  Wyoming.* 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  116. 


Th«  magiBtraies  near  that  place  ought  to  have  giTan  ua  intelli- 
geDoe  of  these  proceedings,  and  we  bow  enjoin  you  to  make  every 
exerjjon  in^pur  power  for  restoring  the  peace  of  the  County,  and 
for  preserving  the  same^any  neglect  on  this  head,  will  not  only  be  a 
fiiilnre  in  the  Daty  yon  owe  to  the  state  but  will  most  certainly  be 
attended  by  consequences,  that  will  too  plainly  eviBce  the  extreme 
Impradence  of  such  conduct 

I  am,  .Oenflemen,  Your 

mo.  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  09.] 


No.  13. 
PsEsiDSNT  Dickinson  to  Jxidoss  oi*  SuraEMX  Couat,  1784. 

To  the  H(m.  the  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Atlee,  ft  Mr.  Jostiee 
Rush. 

In  Counca, 

Philadelphia,  May  22, 1784.   . 
Gentlemen,  ^ 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Messrsl  Buyers,  Getting, 
Antes,  &  Martin,  of  Northumberland  County,  informing  us  of  a  very 
alarming  disturbance  of  the  peace,  which  may  be  attended  with  un- 
happy consequences  if  prudent  steps  are  not  immediately  taken  for 
preventing  further  mischief. 

As  you,  Gentlemen,  will  be  at  Sunbury,  we  understand,  the  week 
after  next,  we  desire  that  yon  will  make  use  of  the  opportunity  of 
being  there,  to  make  all  due  inquiries,  and  thereupon  to  direct  the 
most  effectual  legal  measures  tS  be  pursued  for  restoring  and  preserv- 
ing the  peace  of  the  County. 

With  very  great  esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  mo.  obed.  &  mo.  humb.  serv., 

JOHN  DICKINSON 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  96.] 
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BUHk  DjQKIlVBON    TO    JlTDOSS  OJT   THS   SuPBXBiB  Col!TRT«  1784^ 

To  tbo  Honble,  tbe  Judgos  of  the  Supreme  Courts  at  Sanbury. 

In  Council, 

.  PJDiadfilpfaia,26th  May,  1784. 
OenUemen, 

Last  Saturday  we  wrote  to  you  conoemine  the  Disturbances  in  North* 
umberland  Co.  We  have  since  received  information  from  Colonel 
Moore  and  Captain  Armbtreng^  by  which  it  is  confirmed  that  those 
disturbances  have  been  occasioned  by  tbe  fears  &  jealousies  enter* 
tained  on  account  of  interfering  claims  of  persons  under  Pennsylvania 
Rights  and  of  Connecticut  settlers.  We  have  written  to  Col.  Moore, 
informing  him  that  we  had  desired  you  to  make  all  due  enquiriesi 
and  thereupon  to  direct  the  most  effectual  legal  measures  to  be  pur- 
sued for  restoring  and  preserviag  the  Peace  of  the  County,  and  wo 
have,  required  him  to  give  notice  to  the  persons  concerned,  that  thejr 
or  some  of  them  may  attend  at  Snnbur^  on  this  business. 

We  rely  much  upon  your  prudence  in  advising  such  proceedings 
is  will  have  the  most  happy  tendency  to  promote  ike  paklio  tnih 
quility. 

We  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  France  to 
the  President,  of  the  20th  instant.  That  letter  contains  almost 
all  the  circumstances  that  are  material.  M.  de  Marbois  is  not  only 
Consul  General -of  France,  but  also  Secretary  of  the  Legation  firoai 
that  Kingdom.  The  offender  has  been  in  this  State,  we  believe, 
about  eight  or  nine  months,  and  not  more,  and  is  married  to  a  womaB 
who  owns  some  houses  in  this  City. 

He  has  1>een  arrested  on  a  Warrant  issued  by  Mr.  Justice  Bryan^ 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  and  has  been  bailed  by  him  upon  a  rei> 
cognizance  of  one  thousand  Pounds  by  himself,  and  of  five  hundred 
pounds  by  each  of  two  Freeholders.  The  Minister  of  ftance  and 
the  Uoited  Netherlands  interest  themselves  in  this  aftiir  in  the  most 
earnest  manner.  The  consequences  are  likely  to  be  extremely  sen* 
ons ;  but  whatever  they  may  be^  however  ardently  disposed  we  are 
to  manifest  our  Beverence  for  the  Bights  of  NatiotM,  and  cor  grate- 
ful veneration  for  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  we  cannot  assent  to 
any  measures  but  whait  are  justifiable  by  the  Law  of  our  Countir. 

We  therefore  desire  as  soon  as  possible  your  opinions  on  these 
two  quesdons.  First,  whether  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  we  can  now  legally  seise  ^  offender  and  imprison  him  nntil 
his  Trial,  or  for  a  shorter  period.  Secondly,  whether  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  we  can  legally  deliver  him  to  the  Minister 
of  France,  according  to  the  daim  made  by  him  ? 

You,  Gentlemen,  will  perceive  that  the  determination  of  these 
questions  will  turn  particularly  on  iJ^ese  two  pointS|  that  the  laws  of 
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IMiofeis  wmfn%  of  cw  CNymtaum*  Lm^  tod  tHtft  i»e  are' rartM  MHi 
ilM  l^ofmiBt  Exionti^  mthorky  of  tib»  Blite.  W*  iMkm  mum 
otoerrvtiara  011  iha  Mbjeei  ly  Mr.  WMsdn.  Wo  dwriM  fliftt  70a 
lifi  fiurer  ^hfa  jour  aiurwor  bj  BxpiMi  lAh  «U  poBsibla  dtspnteii*  < 
I  alDy  witb  gveikt  ESstMiD,  Skr^ 

yo*r  ittose  obed.  s&d  hmnbfe  cemml, 

JOHN  DI0KIN8QN. 
fLettcr  Book,  ToL  I5t.,  p.  108.] 


No.  15. 
Pusmnr  Skskiiison  to  Oolokxl  Jamis  Mwmm,  VIM. 

.     PhUadeipliia»  May  26,  i7«4.    i 
*  InComieil, 

Wa  baVie  reoevved  your  despatebas  by  Oaptoin  Amsltoiig.  Thfe 
Honorable  die  Ohief  Jiutioa^  Mr4  Joatice'  Aitlee^  aad  M«.  JastiM 
RuBb,  #H1  ba  at  SaiibiiTy  tbe  Slat  of  tbk  montb^  &  we  baTa  daelred 
ibeiB  ^  to  use  tile  opportnitity  of  being  tbare  to  make  all  d«a  «n« 
qmiriei^  A  thereapon  to  diraoi  tbe  mast  effeofcoal  legal  aieaauMa  to  ba 
pnrsaed  for  WBtoring  ami  pneerrit^  the  peaee  of  the  Oanaty.''  Wa 
dwmfinre  would  bare  yov  to  give  aotioe  of  these  oiroamataacea  to  the 
PenoDfl  aoheerned  in  the  kte  diatorbanoes  at  Wyamingyao  that  thqr 
or  aome  of  them  may  attend  at  tbe  tune  and  place  before  nentioned^ 
to  gtre  all  proper  informatioii  to  the  Judgea.  We  bate  adranoed 
Ion  pounds  to  Captain  Anastrong  upon  your  request^  for  which  yo« 
are  to  be  aocoantable.  * 

I  am,  with  greaty  regaid,  Sir, 

your  moat  o^d.  humble  servaoty 

JOHN  WCKIN80N. 
[Letter  Bbok,  Vol.  n.,  p.  1*4.] 


No,  16. 
Judges  of  Stjpreme  Cotjet  to  PftEsiDENT  Diokinson,  1784. 
To  John  DieidBsan,  Bsquire,  President 

Iiiaada,,JaIyS,  1784. 

Sir, 

In  our  letter  to  your  Excellency  from  Reading,  we  mentioned 
generally  what  had  been  done  respecting  the  unhappy  transactions 
at  Wyoming  in  May  last.     As  several  matters  have  occurred  since 
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it  did  OoQBtj  of  NoMbm^bvland;  md  firmb  jiwr  todoem  MaufiHUi 
•B  this  oMMioDy  we.ooDdude  tbat  yoa  may  wish  to  lave  moM  Mtf4 
tioalar  iDformationaboat  thi&  very  ^sagrieeabla  SmkiMfly  ire  m|§ 
leave  to  tfoable  you  and  the  Couiu^  with  the  penual  bf  the  bniidl* 
of  papers  herewith  handed  to  ycm,  nambered  fiwin  1  te  21«  - 

In  addition,  wa  would  moBtion  that  Lieutenant  Ool.  James  Hoore 
haa  entered  iato  a  Beoognizanoe  with  good  bail  before  the  Chief 
Justice,  to  answer  to  the  Indiotment  found  against  him  and  44 
others  for  a  Riot' and  fiilse  imprisonment  of  diveYs  Inhabitants  at 
AVyoming,  in  the  County  of  Northnoiberland.  For  the  Case  all  the 
rest  of  the  persons  indicted  for  the  same  offenoe,  as  well  as  those 
indicted  for  the  rescue  from  the  under  sheriff,  we  have  instructed 
David  Mead,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  &o.,  residing  at 
Wyoming,  to  ts^e  the  reoognisanoes  from  them  setanlty  in  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  at  least  one  ffood  surety  in  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  appear  and  answer,  ac.,  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  & 
Terminer  and  General  Oaol  dc|liveiy,  to  l>e  held  at  Shnbury,  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  moBl, 
if  not  all  the  paries  will  coriiply  with  this  meakiro,  and  that  Peace 
and  Traneuility  may  be  restored  to'  that  part  of  the  State. 
:  As  Judges,  we  cannot  determine  who  have  been  the  fiM  or  Um 
,  greatest  aggrtsson  in  this  Extraordinary  violation  of  order  and  good 
Government  vntii  after  the  Trial,  but  we  eonceive  it  will  be  neeesaary 
to  be  veiy  attentive  to  the  conduct  of  the  people  in  this  part  of  the 
State  for  some  time,  and  we  beg  leavio  to  assure  you  that  nothuig 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  protect  the  innocent  and  ebedienty 
and  to  diseountenanoe  the  Hefieaotary,  abd  to  punish  the  Transgree* 
iKMns  of  the  Laws.  '  We  embrace  this  oppiortnnity  to  inform  your  £a> 
esllency  that  hgreeable  to  the  Beferenee  of  the.Counoil  of  MarylaiMl 
to  send  Henry  Carberry  to  the  sheriff  of  this  city  and  county,  and 
we  should  defray  the  Expeoce ;  and^told  him  that  this. Request  was 
grounded  on  the  last  clause  in  the  fourth  Artide  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  the  practice  in  this  and  some  of  the 
neighbouring  *Statf  8  in  such  eases ;  bat  to  this  we  havh  received  no 
answer. 

We  profess  ourselves  to  be,    • 

with  every  mark  of  esteem,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  and  the  Council's 

most  obedient  humble  servants, 

TUOS.  MoKEAN, 
JAG06  RUSH. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  205-6.] 
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No.  17. 

J.  Wjlsqn  and  W.  BBADroBD»  Jr..  to  Pbjbsidxnt  Diokinson 

1784: 

To  His  Ezoelleoojy  John  DiokinsoDi  Esq. 

PhUadelphia,  July  8d,  1784;    ' 
Sir, 

We  bave  the  Honor  of  infonning  your  Excellency  and  the  Coun- 
cil of  our  Betum  from  Annapolis,  where  we  attended  on  behalf  of 
(be  Commonwealth  as  agents  and  Counsellors  in  the  Controverscy 
respecting  the  private  right  of  sofl  within  this  State^  founded  on  a 
petition  presented  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemblcdi  by 
S^ebulon  JButler,  and  others. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  ult,,  (the  day  appointed  by 
Congress  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  in  that  suit)  we  arrived 
at  Annapolis^  and  were  informed  that  the  Committee  of  the  States 
were  to  meet  that  day  at  11  o'clock  A,  M.  Mr.  Wilson  being  a 
delegate  to  Congress  from  this  State,  as  well  as  Asent  in  that  cause, 
it  was  thought  moat  adviseable  that  be  should  tale  his  seat  in  the 
Commitee  in  the  Room  of  General  Hand,  who  had  before  repre- '' 
sented  the  Commonwealth  there,  and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Bradford 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hordy^  Chairman  of  that  Body,  noti- 
fying him  of  the  authority  which  was,  vested  in  him,  and  offering  to 
appear  in  support  of  the  Grantees  claiming  under  Pennsylvaniai 
agreeably  to  tbo  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  28d  of  January  last. 
This  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  was  delivered  agreeably  to 
its  Addresss^  but  there  being  no  more  than  six  States  represented, 
no  official  answer  could  be  Returned.  We  continued  at  Annapolis 
that  day,  and  finding  that  no  Agents  on  the  part  of  Zebulon  Butler 
or  others  had  trrivS,  nor  even  a  Delegate  or  Ooussellor  from  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  being  of  opinion  that  all  the  prooeedinga 
in  this  cause  were  discontinued,  and  that  nothing  further  could  be 
done  without  another  application  to  Congresa  and  new  notioe  to  the 
parties  interested,  we  conodved  it  to  be  our  duty  to  return  to  Penn^ 
Bjlvaoift  and  make  these  communications  to  your  Ezcellencu  aikd  tk» 
Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council.  .    , 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  , 

with  the  gieatefst  reqpeot^ 

V    yottr  Sxoellency's  most  obed.  servants^ 
JAMES  WILSON. 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jun'r. 
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No.  18. 
Wm.  BEADFakD,  Jr.,  to  Bon.  SAsnneL  Haodt,  Chaiemam  or 

THE  OOMMIXTIE  Ot  THB  STATES,   1784. 

^  AntiapolUy  June  28, 1784. 
Sir,. 

Being  appokited  an  Agent  and  Counsellor  in  the  Controveraj  oon- 
oeraiQg  the  private  Klght  of  soil  to  Lands  within  the  State  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  and  in  support  of  the  grants  held  under  that  Common- 
wealth, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  vou  of  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
and  that  t  am  now  ready  to  appear  before  the  Honorable  Body  in 
which  you  preside,  agreeably  to  the  Requisitions  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assemkfed,  expressed  in  their  Act  of  thd  twenty  third 
pf.  January  last. 

I  have  tlxe  honor  to  boi 

"   with  flentamenis  of  the  most  perfect  respoot  Sir, 

your  mosl  obed.  and  rery  hambb  aerawft, 

WM.  BRADFORD.  Jibb. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p- 208.J 


No,  19.   . 

8£GRETABT  AnMBTEONa  TO  BOBEBT  TrAIX.,  EdQ.,  1784. 

PhiM'a,  Octobet  1, 1784. 
Sir, 

It  18  the  aeiMa  of  Oounoil  thai  the  utmost  T]|i]aMe  bo  ezerftod  in 
•eouring  the  rimainiDg  part  of  the  priaon^ri  ia  Kaston  G«ol  aa  there 
is  some  reaaon  to  belies  that  some  early  attempt  will  he  made  to 
rssoiie  them  from  their  present  eitneiion.  To  effisot  thie  ife  as 
thoQght  abiohtely  noeesiary,  that  aoee  tet  peeple  whoa  yoa  ksow 
and  oea  i^put  be  permiUed  to  ooBUBMueaie  witk-  them  ea  aagf  pi»» 
tence  whatever. 

I  am  Sir  with  Respect 

Tour  obedimt  ft  very  bmble.8«tfeiit| 

JOWH  ARH8TR0N0,  Jr. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol  II.,  p.  135.] 
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Na20. 

PascL  PxosiNsoN  TO  Brigadub  Osioer^  Aiwsmow,  1784.. 

In  Council,  i 

Pbikdelphi^  NoYtmber  10|  1784.    : 
Sir, 

We  kid  bdfbro  tbe  Gkaeral  Aeflembly  tbe  dispfttches,  lately  tnns- 
■lilted  to  «8  from  WTOOBing;  and  expect  sbortly  to  send  yon  fnrtbet 
advioea,  respectinr  the  measures  to  be  obeerred  for  restoring  the 

1  of  Northanberland  Ooanty. 

I  am  with  bigb  esteem 

Siri  jour  meet  obedient 

&  most  humble  mmakf 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  II.,  p.  140.] 


No.  21. 
OOT.  ov  Ccmwncmi*  «o  Pbis.  Diounacm,  1784. 

To  HU  ExeeUemj  tbe  PmidADt  of  4ie  Stal«  of  Pettnsylnnia. 

tyme^  December  20, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  tbe  Honor  to  inclose  to  your  Ezeelleney  a  BesolFO  of  tbf 
Gen'l  Assembly  of  tbe  state  of  Connecticut  upon  tbe  memorial  of 
John  Franklin  &  other  settlers.  Inhabitants  and  'Claimants  of 
certain  lands  at  &  near.  Wyoming,  upon  tbe  Biver  SaB<|)aebanna : 
by  which  you  will  observe  I  am  requested  to  address  Congresi  ai^ 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial. 

We  do  highly  approye  of  the  Justice  and  Humanity  of  ypur  state 
towards  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  &llen  in  the  late 
war  &  cannot  but  hope  and  trust  those  eminent  virtuea  will  yet  be 
rendered  as  conspicuous  towards  others  equally  meritocious,  whi^ 
have  survived,  altho  tbey  now  oonaplain  loudly  of  ^  (joAtrarj 
treatment. 

You  will  not  think  it  strange,  Sir,  who  «re  acquainted  with  the 
feelings  of  human  nature  that  the  Calamities  and  sufferiaga  o(  the 
settlers  at  Wyoming  and  parts  adjacent  should  excite  the  compassioq 
and  even  tb^  BesentmenI  of  their  frienda  and  bretheren  in  other 
parts ;  nor  that  the  state  of  Connectic^t  under  whose.  CouotenaDoii 
and  title  thousands  were  induced  to^beoome  Adventurers,  tq  purchase 
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of  the  Indians,  the  native  Right  of  Soil,  to  dispose  of  their  property 
here,  and  remove  into  that  Wilderness  Country,  shoold  feel  herself 
interested  in  the  Calamities  and  distresses  of  those  pe<^le  and 
endeavour  in  a  legal  and  Constitutional  method  to  obtain  for  them  a 
Redress  of  their  Grievances;  especially  aa  they  were  enooortged 
from  hence,  after  the  opinion  given  at  Trenton  however  nnezpected 
and  surpriang  to  ns,  to  submit  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania^ 

Ct  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  Government  and  to 
ve  confidence  in  the  justice  and  Humanity  of  your  state,  for  a 
Confirmation  of  their  just  Rights  and  possessions ;  and  as  the  setM 
tiers  say  they  were  at  first  greatly  flattered  in  their  Hope  and  Confi- 
dence by  the  measures  adopted  by  Government ;  but  to  their  great 
Mortification  all  those  flattering  Prospects  are  vanished,  and  every 
measure  which  appeared  favourable  to  them  hath  been  perverted  by 
their  Enemies,  to  seduce,  disarm,  ruin,  and  distress  them,  which  they 
have  endured  without  being  able  to  obtain  any  Relief  from  your 
Government  of  Pennsylvania — ^That  their  sufferings  are  rendered 
intolerable  and  their  case  become  desperate.  This  State  from  their 
confidence  in  the  humimity  of  yours,  admitted!  these  complaints  with 
Caution  and  Reluctance,  until  the  Justice  of  them  was  confirmed  by 
repeated  Testimonies  to  be  aaeh;  that,  your  own  Censors  from 
principles  of  great  impartiality  and  justice,  were  induced  to  remark 
with  mhch  severity  on  these  measuiev  of  your  state  which  have  been 
the  occasion  of  them. 

Every  Btwte.ia  answerable  ia  some  Beapeets  for  the  Gondvet  of  its 
Citizens,  and  whether  the  sufferings  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming  have 
been  with  or  without  the  privity  of  your  Oovemmoni  or  whether 
they  are,  what  Government  cannot  or  will  not  prevent  or  redren  is 
equally  the  same  to  the  sufferers. 

The  Rights  of  Citiasens  are  sacred  and  of  those  the  most  impoi^ 
tent  is,  that  they  be  not  deprived  of  their  lives,  their  liberties  or 
their  properties  but  by  the  judgment  of  their  Peers  and  the  laws  of 
the  Land. 

•  Those  Settlers  [are]  undoubtedly  entiUed  to  the  Rights  of  Citizens 
and  have  the  feelings  of  free  men  who  may  be  easilv  led  with  reason, 
but  hardly  driven  by  oppression.  Any  violation  of  the  Rights  in  these 
points,  infringes  the  general  Rights  of  all  and  ia  there  not  danger, 
that  this  may  induce  others  to  mirke  a  common  cause  of  their  abuse. 

As  this  state  never  meant,  so  I  am  well  assured  they  never  will, 
fn  any  unconstitutional  way  oppose  the  sentence  passed  at  Trenton, 
between  this  state  and  Pennsylvania,  nor  will  they  do  any  thine 
that  shall  be  a  just  cause  of  interrupting  the  peace  and  Harmony  (? 
the  Union ;  yet  as  a- member  of  the  Empire  they  ought  to  endeavor 
1x>  preserve  and  maintain  those  constitutional  Rights  which  are  com- 
Inon  to  all  citizens. 

Those  settlers  have  purchased  those  lands  under  the  Countenance 
and  Title  of  Connecticut,  from  the  native  proprietors  for  just  and 
taluabla  considerationB,  they  have  settled  and  built  upon  themj  have 
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Mhaei  and  deand  Aiem  and  for  many  years  ka^o  d«fatoIM  thin 
agatnal  the  CkmiDon  Boemj,  and  been  a  meet  important  Barrier  of 
defence  to  the  interior  oonntry  against  the  Savages.  Ought  they 
ib^n,  nay  mora  shall  they  be  deprived  of  their  property  and  posses- 
sions by  a  military  force,  without  Trial,  and  while  their  oaose  is 
in  hot  depending  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  f  Hu- 
manity will  not  permit  ns  to  view  with  indifference  even  the  suffer- 
ing of  an  enemy  much  less  with  a  Friend  and  neighbour,  it  operates 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  laws  to  restrain^  when  excited  by  real 
objeota  of  distress. 

What  I  have  to  request  in  behalf  of  those  settlers,  and  what  this 
State  expects  from  the  Justice  and  Humanity  of  your  state  is  that 
they  be  restored  to  their  rightful  properties  and  possessions,  of  which 
they  have  been  forcibly  deprived  without  a  legal  Trial  and  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  Rights  of  Citizens. 

Whether  their  claims  will  eventually  be  judged  to  be  well  or  ill 
founded  is  not  so  much  to  the  present  question,  so  Ions  as  they  have 
a  claim  of  right  which  they  insist  to  have  tried  in  a  legal  mannef. 
Certainly  it  is  a  point  of  high  importance  und  of  general  concertf, 
that  they  be  not  deprived  of  their  Rights  and  claims  without  a  legal 
and  constitutional  Trial  and  decision. 
I  am  with  Esteem  and  respect 

Your  Excelleneys  most 

obedient  humble  servant,* 

MATTHEW  GRISWOLD. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  page  288.] 


'     No.22         . 

Hon.  HuaH  Williamson  to  Prbs  Dickinson,  1785. 

.    His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Pros. 
Sir, 

New  York,  Jany.  14th,  1785. 

Yesterday  Congress  received  a  letter  from  the  Oovemor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  dated  the  24th  l)ecember,  1784,f  inclosing  a 
Resolve  of  the  General  assembly  of  that  State  upon  the  memorial  of 
John  Franklin  &  others>|  settlers  &  claimants  of  Lands,  &c.,  to  which 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  was  lately  in  contest  between  the  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  memoralists  bring  complaints  against  the  Executive  of  the 
Citlaens  of  Pennsylvania  whieh  are  sufficiently  pointed  &  bitter  of 

*  See  one  dated  24th,  to  Pres.  of  GongresSi  No.  24,  p.  461. 
f  See  it,  postea.     No.  24. 
t  See  VoL  X ,  p.  681-684. 
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mhith  I  flbtU  not  inmble  700  with  «  oofijry  is  ibe  pa^  i«  pi«tty 
long,  and  jon  may  already  hare  reo«?ed  aooh  oopy  Ircmi  G^vanior 
Giiswold. 
Th«  aoi  of  Aaaembly  transmitted  to  Googtesa  ia  in  tlw  fcHowmg 

vordfl^ 

^*  ReaolTed  by  tbis  Aaaembly  that  it  is  expedient  fur  the  aeni»- 
^  mliata  to  pnrsue  their  application  to  the  oongresB  of  the  United 
<<  States,  for  a  trial  of  their  right  of  soil  and  possession  agnMably  te 
'<  the  nindi  of  the  articles  of  oonfederation  and  that  this  stale  will 
"  oountenaoce  &  patronize  them  in  snch  application  end  trial,  in 
^  order  to  obtab  for  them  that  Jnstioe  this  state  apprehends  the 
<' memoralists  «re  entitled  to,  and  the  delegates  from  this  state 
^in  Congress  are  directed  to  gi^e  them  ail  necessary  assistaneein 
'<  the  premises,  and  his  Excellency  the  Qovemor  is  reqneated  to 
<<  address  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  subjeet  of  their 
<*  situation  and  snfierings  and  also  address  a  Ml  state  of  their  claims 
^^&c.,  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvasna,  remonstrating  agamsl  the 
^  Barbarities  and  cmelties  exercised  towards  the  memoraiists  and 
'^request a  Bedress  of  Uieir  grerienees  and  a  restoration  of  their 
**  Bights,  psoperties  and  possessions  nnder  the  protection  of  the 
'<  Laws  and  Government  of  said  State  of  Pennsylyania/' 

The  lettter  from  the  Governor*  of  the  State  of  Gonneotient  and 
the  inclosed  papers,  are  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honse 
which  is  to  sit  on  Tnesday  the  twenty  fourth  instant. 

If  there  had  been  any  member  present  from  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, it  would  have  been  their  dnty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
the  Train  in  which  this  unpleasiDg  but  very  serious  business  is  placed, 
and  thev  would  doubtless,  in  a  more  clear  and  pointed  manner  than 
I  have  oeen  able  to  do  it,  have  justified  the  State  in  shewing  that 
her  la(e  conduct  on  this  very  head  is  a  full  proof  that  she  is  by 
on  means  inattentive  to  the  cries  of  those  who  complain,  g 

As  you  may  probably  wish  to  be  represented  in  Congress  when 
the  Letter  and  other  papers  from  Connecttcut  are  to  be  oonsideredy 
or  may  at  least  wish  that  Congress  be  fully  informed  of  the  late  as 
well  as  the  former  proceedings  of  the  Exectttive  and  Legislative  of 
Pennsylvania  respecting  those  Susquehanna  claimants,  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  giving  yon  the  above  information  as  I  cannot  oease  to 
feel  myself  interested  in  the  Peace  and  Beputation  of  a  State  whiob 
gave  me  Birth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  utmost  Begard,  Sir^ 
Tour  most  obedient, 

&  yery  humble  servant, 

HUGH  WILLIAMSON,* 

[Letter  Book,  Tol.  I.,  p.  287.] 

*  See  Pros.  Dickinson's  answer  to  this,  la  Vol.,  X.,  p.  897«  where  the 
writer's  name  is  misprinted  WiUiam§, 
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Hon.  Jo^kfh  Gabdneb  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  ISxcelietioy  John  Diekinson  Esq.,  Pires. 

New  York,  Jany.  19, 17S6. 
Wir, 

HerewKh  I  hsre  tbe  ETotidr  to  enclose  to  ytmr  Ezcelleiiey  a  copy 
of  three  papers  presented  by  the  Delegates  of  Oooneetieni  in  Oon- 
eres  tending  to  revive  the  old  dispute  between  the  two  states.  I 
aid  not  arrive  here  till  yesterday  afternoon,  oonseqnently  had  It  not 
in  my  power  to  transmit  copies  earlier,  it  will  be  imposnble  for 
Oomieil  to  forward  such  papers  k  inlbrmfltion  upon  that  subject  be- 
fore the  day  it  is  ordered  for  consideration  in  a  committee  of  the 
wbde  whic^  yoQ  will  observe  by  the  indorsement,  but  suppose  it 
will  not  be  attended  with  difficulty  to  get  it  postponed  untf)  the 
^papers  can  be  received.  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
will  see  th^  necessity  of  forwarding  all  the  information  in  your  power 
upon  ^is  subject  since  the  decree  of  Trenton  as  soon  as  possible. 
Mr.  Henry  is  not  yet  arrived — should  he  not  have  left  Philadelphia 
Council  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  giving  him 
every  verbal  information,  and  of  a  safe  conveyance  by  him. 
I  have  the  Honor  €o  b6. 

Tour  Excellency's  and  Ooundl's, 
very  humble  serveant, 

JOSEPH  ©AfUWfBR. 


No.  24. 

GOYEBNOB  OF  CONNECTICUT  TO   CONQBESS^  1784. 

Lymey  Deoenber  !24, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  haretho  honor  to  transmit  to  your  ExoeHenoy  a  Ke9olv»  of  the 

Oeaeiral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  GonneoticQt  xipon  the  memorial  of 
John  Franklib  and  others,"*"  settlers  and  claimants  of  lands  at  Wyo- 
ming and  parts  adjaeent  on  the  River  Susquehanna,  tor  which  the 
Bight  of  jurisdiction  wa&  lately  in  contest  between  the.  States  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  It  is  not  for  ta/e^  and  indeed,  it 
would  be  improper  to  give  any  opinion  whh  Respect  to  the  merits 
of  their  claim  in  the  stage  of  it  while  depending  before  your  Honors. 
Bat  this  much  is  evident,  that  they  ground  their  Title  upon  a  pur- 
chase made  from  thoIndiaHB.  The  native  proprietors  of  the  lands 
many  years  ago  under  the  jurisdiction  and  oouatenanoe  of  theoolpvy 
of  COfineieticnt  in  virtne  fot  tbeir  charter  from  King  Charlef  the 
second  near  Twenty  years  prior  to  the  patrat  made  to  Williani 
Penn  which  scarcely  left  room  for  a  doubt  concerning  their  Title, 
and  in  this  confidence  which  was  supported  and  encouraged  by  this 
*  Sefe  Vol.  X.,  p.  681-084. 
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state,  then  colony,  tben  asserting  tbetr  Right  to  the  said  Territory, 
in  pursuance  of  advice  from  the  ablest  Coonoil  in  Bagland  and 
actually  eztendiDg  and  exercising  Jurisdiction  over  it  for  many 
years — ^the  settlers  parted  with  their  property  here  and  removed 
with  their  familiea  into  that  country,  then  a  wilderness,  where  they 
have  at  vast  Expense  built  themselves  houses,  and  extended  their 
improvements — suffered  every  imaginable  hardship,  and  braved 
innumerable  dangers,  have  been  an  important  barrier  to  the  interior 
country,  and  in  other  ways  rendered  most  essential  services  to  these 
states  in  the  late  bloody  contest  with  Great  Britain.  To  deprive 
them  of  their  properties  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors  without  a 
haaring  or  Trial  in  consequence  of  tho  decree  of  Trenton  would  be 
unprecedented  and  injurious  when  that  court  specially  saved  to  thena 
the  Right  of  having  a  trial  on  the  merits  of  their  Title  notwith^ 
standing  their  determination  between  the  States. 

Congress  have  been  pleased,  upon  their  application  to  assign  « 
day  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties,  for  the  purpose  of  consti- 
tuting a  court  agreeable  to  the  ninth  article  of  confederation  which 
day  happened  as  I  am  informed  in  the  recess  of  Congress^  and  the 
Committee  of  the  states,  and  so  nothing  further  was  done. 

The  unhappy  distressed  situation  of  the  claimers,  the  illiberal  and 
impolitic,  I  might  have  said  cruel  and  barbarous  treatments  they 
complain  to  have  received  from  the  state  and  people  of  Pennsylvania 
must  excite  the  compasssion  and  Justice  of  every  human  breast  and 
are  fresh  and  cogent  Reasons  for  bringing  this  unhappy  controversy 
to  a  constitutional  and  speedy  decision,  and  that  they  should  be  re- 
stored to  their  Rights,  properties  and  Possessions  of  which  they 
have  been  forcibly  [deprived]  and  that  even  while  their  suit  has  been 
depending  in  Congress,  and  that  all  proceedings  against  them  be  pro- 
hibited until  their  claim  shall  be  finally  determined.  These  claimers 
moit  assuredly  are  freemen  and  citizens  and  without  regarding  their 
merits  and  sufferings,  intitled  to  have  their  claims  tried  in  a  legal 
and  oosstittttional  manner,  all  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  and 
Justice  of  Congress,  not  doubting  but  such  oonstitutional  measurei 
will  be  adopted  and  pursued  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  promodon 
of  Justice  and  for  the  relief  (tf  the  oppressed  and  for  the  preservation 
of  Peace  and  Harmony. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedienti 
humble  servant, 

MATTHEW  GRISWOLD.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  copy  by  Joseph  Gardner. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  295—207.] 

*  See  one  of  same  date  from  him  to  Pros.  Dickinson,  on  page  417. 
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No.  25. 
Extract,. Jos.  Gaednbr  to  Puss.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  his  Ezoellency  Jobn  Dickiofloni  Esq. 

New  York,  Janj.  27, 1785. 
fill, 

Mr.  Henry  arrived  here  last  Monday  afibemoon,  and  hroBglil 
vith  him  oopiesof  the  proceedings  of  Uie  GovemmeBt  of  Pesnayl* 
▼ania,  relating  to  the  Wyoming  dispnte  sinoe  the  deoree  at  Trenton 
and  also  Your  Ezoellency's  letter. 

His  arrival  was  very  seasonable.  The  next  day  having  been  afh 
pointed  for  debating  it  in  Oommittee  of  the  whok  House.  Bat  as 
neither  of  ns  conld  possibly  in  so  short  a  time  be  folly  possessed  of 
the  history  of  the  facts  we  got  it  postponed  and  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  revived  at  an  early  day. 

Your  Ezoellenc/s, 

very  humble  Servants, 

WILLIAM  HENRY, 
JOS.  GARDNER. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.  p.  801.] 


No.  26. 
Jambs  WniSON  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

New  York,  FeVy  26th,  1785, 
Sir, 

The  Controversy  respecting  the  settlements  af  Wyoming  depends 
before  Consress  in  a  very  disadvantageous  state  of  suspence«  I 
think  that  both  the  Interest  and  the  Honor  of  Pennsylvania  re- 
quire, that  a  speedy  and  explicit  decision  should  be  had  upon  the 
complaints  and  representations  which  have  been  made  against  her. 
As  far  as  I  can  learn  those  who  style  themselves  Claimants  under 
the  state  of  Connecticut  have  not  appointed  or  instructed  any 
person  to  advocate  or  support  their  pretensions ',  and  no  attempts 
nave  been  lately  made  to  bring  them  forward.  While  matters  con- 
tinue in  this  undetermined  situation,  those  people  may  flatter 
themselves  and  represent  to  others,  that  the  complaints  laid  before 
Congress  stand  uncontradicted,  and  that  there  may  still  be  a  favor 
able  adjudication  upon  them.  It  is  easy  to  forsee  what  a  pernicious 
eflfect  such  sentiments  will  have  upon  the  settlements  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  For  these  Reasons,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  opinion 
Vol.  XI.— 20 
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that  no  time  should  be  lost  by  the  state  in  instnicting  its  Delegates 
to  press  Congress  for  a  decision  on  the  complaints  and  the  memorial 
now  before  them.  In  some  conversations  I  haTO  had  with  Goveinor 
Clinton^  the  actual  running  and  marking  the  line  between  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  measure  of  much 
importance  to  both  sides,  and  which  in  the  present  Juncture  may  be 
easily  accomplished.  His  Excellency  has  recommended  the  measure 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  state ;  and  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  has 
already  passed  the  Senate ;  There  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  agreed 
to  by  the  Assembly  and  become  a  Law.  It  is  of  much  Conse- 
qnencci  that  a  similar  Law  be  made  by  the  Legislature  of  PennsyU 
vania  during  the  present  session,  so  that  the  Commissioners  under 
both  states  may  be  able  to  proceed  on  the  Business  in  the  spring. 
This  would  have  a  happy  eflfect  in  convincing  people  on  the  spot, 
that  all  the  Land  in  that  country  belongs  either  to  Pennsylvania  or 
New  York, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 

JAMES  WILSON. 


No..  27. 

David  Mead  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  Pres.  &  Sup.  Exec.  Council. 

Wyoming,  July  6th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  most  deplorable  situation  of  this  part  of  the  state  once  more 
induces  me  to  address  you  on  the  subject.  I  dread  to  think  of  an 
idea  of  the  want  of  energy  in  Pennsylvania  so  great  and  reputable  a 
state,  to  permit  all  manner  of  disorder  so  long  to  be  continued, 
without  supporting  their  Laws.  For  my  part  f  consider  myself  a 
member  of  the  Society  and  that  T  have  a  right  to  claim  your  protec- 
tion as  such — my  life  is  now  every  minute  in  danger  and  has  been 
for  some  time ;  my  property  is  much  of  it  taken  from  me  by  violence, 
and  the  remainder  every  minute  at  stake.  I  have  claimed  the 
protection  of  government  as  yet  in  vain.  I  have  taken  process 
though  to  no  {mrpose.  The  Sheriff  neither  will  nor  can  do  his  dutyi 
but  acts  the  part  of  a  villain. 

That  instead  of  being  able  to  execute  my  office,  I  am  obliged  to 
keep  a  number  of  armed  men  around  about  my  house  for  its  proteo- 
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iioD,  I  really  eatiaot  m  fei  be  reooneited,  to  evBemte  for  the  tilMM 
with^iil  yoor  advioe,  though  the  expenoe  of  itandtng  in  this  msnftief 
is  too  nmoh  for  .me  to  bear.  A  notorious  Bk>t  was  committed' 
yesterday  by  about  a  doaen  men^  armed,  &o.,  when  I  called  on 
deponent  Sheriff  Meyers  to  take  aid  and  apprehend  the  offendersy 
who  appeared  and  made  a  faint  attempt  without  success,  the  disorder 
continued — this  day  while  I  am  writing,  about  twenty  armed  men 
are  now  before  my  Door  mowing  my  meadow,  removing  my  fences, 
&c.,  keeping  up  the  Indian  yell;  my  hands  beat  and  abused  with 
many  stripes  before  they  could  escape.  A  General  meeting'of  the 
Inhabitants  was  held  on  Saturday  last,  when  it  was  Resolved  by 
them  without  one  dissenting  voioe,  that  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania 
oould  not  be  submitted  to,  that  myself  and  the  other  few  inhabitants 
who  are  any  way  attached  to  the  state  to  be  expelled.  Some  infor- 
mation of  which  I  have  with  difficulty  obtained  and  transmitted  to 
the  honorable  Chief  Justice. 

My  Harvest  hay  and  Grains  of  every  sort  I  expect  will  be 
destroyed,  though  my  possessions  are  all  legally  obtained  in  the  year 
1783.  Considerable  part  relinquished  in  tho  most  formal  manner, 
and  Lands  granted  in  Lieu  by  the  State.  My  dog  shot  down  at  4Jb« 
door,  just  while  I  conclude  this  Letter.  I  write  in  haste,  while  % 
remain  wish  every  sentiment  of  Respect, 

Year  humble  servant, 

DAVID  MEAD.* 
[Letters.  Vol.  I.,  p.  836.] 


No.  28. 

David  Mead  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  His  Excell'y,  the  Pros.  &  the  Sup.  Ezec.  C. 

Wyoming,  July  7, 1785, 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  now  obliged  to  beg  the  immediate  interposition  of  Oovem- 
nient  for  my  relief.  I  am  now  beeieged  by  those  desperate  vilhum^ 
with  th^r  cannon  drawn  up,  &c.  I  bive  only  four  men  besides  my 
own  family — tho'  all  brave  and  determined  not  to  fall  a  sacrifice  in 
their  hands  wbile  we  have  life.  Therefore  in  expectation  of  your 
imm^iate  Yelief  we  have  spirit  to  act  on  the  defensive  order,  until 
that  arrives,  er  we  lose  eur  lives.  My  other  dog  was  shot  last  night, 
after  the  other  Express  left  this.    I  am  in  haste.    You  please  to 

*  See  Vol.  X.y  p.  4SZ,  (where  it  is  referred  to  as  dated  6th.) 
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MAiniQe  the  Bzpvess^  «nd  reimb«ne  him  bis  Espeaoea.    I  add  no 
move  aft  present  while  I  remaiii  with  everj  aentiniMt  of  respee^ 
Your  mnoh  disttessed  & 

obedient  humUe  aemant, 

DAVID  MEAD.* 
[Letter  B.,  VoL  I.,  p.  337  ] 


No.  29. 

Deleqatbs  in  Congress  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  Hia  Excellency  the  President  ft  the  Honorable  Sapreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 

New  York,  Decern.  81, 1785. 
«r, 

We  think  it  our  duty  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  ft  the 
Honorable  Council  the  intelligence  we  have  this  day  received  from 
Ub  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton,  which  is, 

That  he  has  been  informed  of  undoubted  authority,  that  a  large 
quantity  of  powder  and  lead  has  lately  been  purchased  and  lodged 
ikt  Fishkiln  with  a  view  of  transporting  it  to  the  Susquehanna. 

That  the  quantity  vastly  exceeds  what  is  necessary  for  the  peace- 
able and  ordinary  consumptioii  of  the  country,  and  that  there  re- 
mains no  doubt  of  its  being  intended  during  the  course  of  this 
winter  to  be  transported  to  Wyoming.  The  Governor  is  not  at 
libertv  to  give  us  tlie  name  of  this  informants,  but  assures  us  we 
may  depend  upon  the  truth  of  his  information,  and,  added — had  we 
not  been  here  as  Representatives  of  the  state,  he  should  have 
thought  it  his  duty  to  have  given  Your  Excellency  the  above  infor- 
mation. 

We  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  the  act  passed  by  our 
Assembly  respecting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  but  doubt  not  of  the 
wisdom  and  propriety  of  it. 

We  wish  only  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  the  state  being  well 
informed  with  respect  to  the  views  of  these  deluded  people,  and 
suggest  the  propriety  of  Council  directing  us  to  employ  a  proper 
person  or  persons,  to  watch  the  movements  of  these  stores,  and  give 
the  earliest  intelligence  thereof  to  Government. 

We  shall  carefully  attend  to  vour  Excellency  and  Council's 
directions  on  this  and  every  other  bnsiness,  you  may  see  proper  to 
eharge  us  with,  and  are  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  bumble  servants, 

JOHN  BAYARD, 
CHARLES  PBTTET.t 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  865.] 

*  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  482. 

t  See  answer,  January  6, 1786.    Next  page. 
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No.  80. 

FEMiDWsrr  Dickinson  to  Deuoatbb  in  Gonobxm,  1780. 

To  the  HoMnUe  Jobn  Bajud  k  Ohirlef  P«ltU^  Vmpam. 

In  Goanoil, 

PhiUelphia,  Jsnotry  6di,  1786. 

Toor  letter  <rf  the  Uiirly  fint  of  Deoember  itm  not  reedted  till 

Jeeterday  oTeniDg-^it  was  tUs  morniitg  laid  before  the  Boatd,  and 
bsre  now  to  leqnest  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  sneh  steps  for 
wateUng  the  pvogress  of  the  stoves  through  the  Stlttes  of  Nev  York 
and  the  Jeneysi  and  for  their  eventual  seizure  in  this  State,  as  yoa 
will,  tinder  soch  fresh  information  as  maybe  reoeived,  tUnk  aaost 
proper*  We  should  on  onr  paii  have  taken  sewe  measures  for  eze* 
ewling  the  lattw  part  of  this  objeet,  eoald  we  have  aseertained  with 
any  de^m  of  preoliiion  the  time  or  plaoe  of  their  arrival  in  this 
State,  bat  as  both  are  rendered  so  extremely  uneertain  from  the 
yariouB  routes  by  which  they  may  be  moved,  and  other  oireumstan* 
oes,  we  have  upon  the  whole  thought  it  most  proper  to  eemmit  the 
Business  entirely  to  you. 

Any  Ezpenoe  which  may  be  incurred  in  this  Business,  will  be 
immediately  discharged  upon  the  receipt  of  your  order. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  make  our  acknowledgments  to  Oover* 
nor  Clinton  for  the  eatly  information  which  he  was  pleased  to  g^ve 
npon  this  subject,  and  to  aooept  our  thanks  for  the  readiness  with 
whidi  you  undertake  to  execute  the  orders  of  Council  upon  it 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  the  highest  regard, 

your  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 
OHA&LEB  BIDDLB,  Yioe  Presid't.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  188.] 


No.  81. 

SSGBBTABT  ABMSTROKd  TO  AXfXANlTSR  PATTXaSON,  ,1786. 

To  Alexander  JPatterson,  Esq. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philada.,Jan'yl2, 1786. 
-Sir, 

Council  has  received  advice  that  the  Connecticut  Claimants  at 
Wyoming  have  now  in  store  at  Fishkill,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
a  large  quantity  of  military  stores,  which  it  is  presomed  they  mean 
*  See  pilge  456.  ' 
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to  oonvey  as  early  as  possible  to  the  Sosqaehanna,  in  proseeation  of 
their  absard  and  iniqaitous  system  of  opposition  to  the  laws  of  this 
Cottunonwealth.  Under  these  oironmstanoes,  Council  has  thought 
proper  to  authorize  yon  to  take  such  steps  for  •seising  these  stores  in 
their  pcosress  through  Northampton  Gontity  ae  year  own  pradenee 
and  knowledge  of  the  country  may  suffgest  I  need  soaroely  observe 
that  the  most  profound  secrecy  will  oe  necessary  to  the  success  of 
thli  i^ai,  and  that  if  from  the  variety  of  routes  by  which  they  may 
be  carried,  the'commnnication  of  it  to  some  second  peivon  sbovid 
become 'unavoidable,  you  will  make  choice  of  one  in  whose  seciecy 
and  tmderstandifig  you  can  safely  confide.  When  seiaed,  yon  wiU 
take  ueaaires  for  carrying  them  to  BastoDi  or  some  other  place  of 
SBourit^y  where  they  will  remain  subject  to  the  futace  direotioDs  of 
this  Board. 

In  ezeDutfng'ihia  Trust  it  may  be  necessary  for  yon  to  engsge 
the  assistanee  of  some  few  hands  at  a  moderate  daily  pay^  xoa 
must  take  care  that  they  be  as  few  in  number  as  may  oe  oonsisteiit 
wiiii  .the  nature  of  the  Business.  This  and  such  other  ezpence  as 
will  attend  it,  shall  be  discharged  on  your  preaontrng  ao  aooount  of 
them. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  AEMSTBONQ,  Junr.,* 

Seo'y. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.j  p.  189.] 


No.  82. 

SWJBKCAET  BlDDBS  TO  JaHIS  B088,  1787. 

In  Council, 

.    Phikdelphia,  October  6th,  1787. 
Sir, 

Council  have  ordered  that  fifty  stood  of  arms  belonging  to  the 
Stoto  be  delivered  by  you  to  Mr.  Hollenback.t 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

GHABLES  BIDDLE, 

y.  President 
Indonedf 

1787,  October  5th,  To  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancag" 
tor,  James  Ross. 

«  See  pages  466,  467. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  289«  and  p.  192  of  this*. 
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No.  38. 

SXGRITABT  BjDDLBflTO    Z.    BUTIiSB,  LlS^TBNAIfT  OV    JiUZKElfX 

Co.,— Wyomino— 1787. 

In  GoQDcily 

PhUMlalphia,  Ootober  5th,  1787. 

Goimoil  hftTO  ienfe  joa  fifty  stand  of  urms,  one  bandied  wt  of 
powder,  imd  three  knndred  wt.  of  lead,  to  be  pat  into  the  hands  of 
widi  persona  as  yon  and  the  Comma,  may  be  of  opinion  ate  best 
aiffseted  to  the  State. 
1  am,  Sir, 

yoor  obedient  and  very  humble  serrant, 

CHARLES  BEDDLE,* 

y.  President. 
Indoriedf 

To  Zebulon  Batler,  Lieutenant  of  Luzerne  County. 


No.  84. 


SeGRSTART  BiDBLE  to  D.  BfiDIOSj-^WrOMING — 1787. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  October  8th,  1787. 
Sir, 

We  send  you  several  letters  received  this  day  from  Luaeme — ^by 
those  letters  you  will  perceive  that  Hamilton  and  Benton  have  been 
doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  disturb  the  peace  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  Insurgents  appear  to  repent  of  their  rash  proceediags— 
however,  to  keep  peace  in  that  County,  we  think  it  will  be  necessanr 
to  send  a  few  militia,  to  be  stationed  at  Tioga  and  Wilksbarre.  If 
the  Government  of  New  York  would  send  a  few  men  to  Newtown, 
to  act  with  those  we  send  to  Tioga,  it  would  preserve  the  peaee  6t 
txifih  States.  After  you  have  perused  the  letters  we  se^d  yen,  and 
shewn  them  to  the  Gov.  of  N.  Y.,  you  wiU  please  to  send  them 
back. 

.  I  am.  Sir, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB,  V.  P. 
'Directed, 

Honorable  David  Redick,  Esquire,  member  of  the  Gouneil  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  New  York. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.,  p.  206.] 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.»  p.  289— and  p.  102  of  thia. 
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No.  85. 

P&ISd.  F&AKELm,  TO  DlLBGATEg  IN  GONQBBSS,   1787. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  October  20th,  1787. 
Gentlemen; 

Toar  letter  of  the  18th  is  reoeived,  containing  the  pleasing  iotelli- 
gence  of  the  apprehending  of  Hamilton  with  bis  papers.  The 
Council  are  eztremlj  sensible  of  Qovemor  Clinton's  very  neighb0rl7 
and  friendly  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  desire  joa  would  ezpres 
their  thanks  to  his  Ezcelleney  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  they  uate 
entirely  to  his  judgment  the  expedience  of  admitting  the  prisoner 
to  Bail,  only  wishing  that  if  he  is  permitted  to  go  back  to  Hudson, 
some  measures  may  be  taken  there  to  watoh  and  intercept  his  future 
oorrespondenco,  and  that  we  may  as  soon  as  convenient  be  favoured 
with  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  pastas  you  may  think  of  importanoe. 
I  ani  with  sincero, 
and  great  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANEU-IN. 
Hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  William  Irwine,  &  John  Armstrong.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  U.  p.  208.] 


No.  36. 


y«  p.   MUHLBNBBRa    TO   STEPHEN  BaLLIET,   ES<^  AND 

Major  Willuk  Abhstkong,  1788. 

In  Council,  Phila.  June,t  1788. 
Oentlmen, 

The  General  Assembly  by  their  Resolution  of  the  27th  of  Matoh 
last  having  direeted  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  in  the  following 
words  to  wit : 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  27th,  1788,  A.  M. 
On  motion  of  M.  McLene  seconded  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  Besolved, 
That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby  autho- 
rized and  directed,  to  advise  and  take  the  most  proper  and  eficctual 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc,  V.  XV.,  p.  800. 

t  Date  not  filled  up,  but  probably  12th  or  18th.  See  Col.  Reo.,  YoL  XV.» 
p.  465,  472.  Also  260,  and  804  of  of  this  Tol.  where  ^portion  ef  this  with- 
out the  law  is  printed.    They  were  appointed  Commissioners  May  14th, 
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[  to  agoertaiD  iha  quiwtity  Mid  quality  of  ^oh  particnlar  Tract 
of  land  inoladed  within  the  TowDsbips  of  Salem^  Newport^  HanoTer, 
WilkesbtR^y  PlttstowSy  Noithmorcland,  Patnam,  Mishoppcn,  Spring- 
field, Ckverick,  Ulater^  Exeter,  Eingstowni  Pljmoutb,  tiuntinedon, 
Bedford  and  Providence  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  and  claimed  by 
PennaylTania  owners,  and  report  to  this  House  at  theiy  next  sitting 
that  the  House  may  (the  better)  be  enabled  to  decide  upon  the  com- 
pensation to  be  made  to  them/'  And  Gouneil  oonsidering  it  their 
duty  to  carry  into  effeet  the  measures  contained  in  the  said  reso* 
ludon  by  the  appointment  of  the  two  discreet  persons  whose  busi- 
ness  it  should  ba  to  view  the  Lands  comprehended  therein,  and  make 
a  true  report,  they  hereby  eommissionated  you  for  those  purposes 
requesting  you  would  proceed  without  delay  to  the  county  of  Luzerne 
and  consult  Messrs  Montgomery  and  Gray  deputy  surveyors  of 
that  County,  who  are  instructed  to  assist  you  with  all  drafts  and 
surveys  and  any  useful  information  or  advice  in  their  power ;  Col. 
Pickering  also  the  clerk  of  the  Co.urt  of  Sessions  will  furnish  you 
with  descriptions  of  the  Townships,  comprehended  in  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly.— In  full  expectation  that  you  will  com- 

C\  the  business  will  all  necessary  care  and  dispatch  so  as  that  the 
rd  may  be  enabled  by  your  report  principally  to  comply  with 
the  intention  of  the  Legislaturej  I  heartily  wish  you  health  and 
auecess,  &o.} 

lam  Gentlemen, 

with  great  respect,  you  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

V.  P.  MUHLENBEEG,  V.  P. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.  p.  218.] 


The"  following  No,  1  to  No.  85,  contain  a  part*  of  the  Corres- 
pondenoe  respecting  Marbois  and  Longchamps. 

No.  1. 

MoKS.  Ds  Marbois  to  Prbb.  DioKi]rsoN~Loir0OHAMP8, 

1784. 

Philadelphia,  May  17, 1784. 

Sir, 

I  tUnk  proper  for  your  EkeeUeney's  private  Information  to  let 
•  jott  know,  that  to^ay  in  the  afternoon  a  Frenoh  Gentleman  called 
Le  Chevalier  de  Longschampe  begged  for  me  to  recognize  soi^e 
papers  concerning  his  Birth  and  character-— The  object  of  his  Be- 
quest being  out  of  the  Girole  of  my  functions,  I  refused  it  upon 

♦  For  more  of  U,  see  Vol  X, 
20* 


464  PENNSYLVANIA  AEOHIViES  1781. 

which  he  left  my  Room,  using  liigoienoe  and  abusive  fizprearfoM 
and  menaces.**— There  is  no  actual  occasion  to  take  notice  of  thfts 
conduct  usual  in  people  of  warm  passions  when  disappointed. — ^Bat 
I  thought  necessary  that  you  should  eventually  be  informed  of  the 
ciroumstanoe, 

I  am  with  perfect  Bespect, 

Your  Ezcellency'0  very  humblci 

and  obedient  seryant, 

DB  MARBOIS. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  167.] 


No.  2. 


Chevalier  db  la  Luzerne  to  Fees,  DicKttrsoN— Lono- 
CHAMPS,  1784. 

Translation, 

Philadelphia,  May  19, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  recourse  to  your  Ezoellenoy  to  obtain  satisfaction  of  a 
violation  of  the  Rights  of  nations  which  requires  the  immediate 
Interposition  of  your  Authority. 

A  French  adventurer  whose  name  is  Longchamps,  and  who  stiles 
himself  the  Chevalier  de  Longchamps  having  left  France  for  some 
bad  Transaction,  established  himself  since  some  time  yi  this  Town. 
He  was  implicated  some  months  ago  in  an  affair  relating  to  the 
theft  of  a  watch  chain,  but  the  Judges  having  not  found  him  guilty 
they  delivered  him  a  certificate  in  form,  fie  presented  bimself 
before  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  and  begged  him  to  certify  the 
signature  of  the  American  Judge,  which  Mr.  De  Marbois  did  with- 
out any  dificulty.  I  mention  this  circomstanoe,  because  it  appears 
that  this  induoed  Longchamps  to  believe  that  he  would  meet  with 
the  same  Facility  for  other  acts  of  more  Importance.  Towards  the 
same  time  he  married.  Before  or  after  his  marriage  he  waited  upon 
me  desiring  that  I  might  examine  his  papers,  receive  him  in  m  j 
house,  and  afford  him  my  proteotion.  I  looked  at  his  pa|MBrs  and 
infcnrmed  of  some  circumstances  of  his  past  life,  I  told  him  that  J 
could  by  no  means  take  notice  of  his  aflairs  unless  he  bronght  me  a 
letter  from  the  minister.  I  oommunioated  my  answer  to  Mr.  De 
Marbois,  that  he  might  eonfortn  himself  to  it,  some  disaagreeable 
Beports  having  been  published  against  him,  and  the  Q^ttes  con- 
taining different  Paragraphs  to  his  disadvantage  he  went  to  the  consul 


stid  be|(ged  liitti  ta  exiiteise  Hk  fipWi  W  «0rtify  boim  ^Blkilie 
pf«teii£^d  to  iftaTO;  ind  to  gii«  hiia  snob  Te«timaiiiMy  as  to  wtob- 
^dhed  IiIb  ekantoter.  Mt.  De  MatImm  refiised  it  in  ih^anie  mamflr 
I  liad  done.  LongobantiiM  tfnffLgti  Major'  MoPiraMiSy  m  veMoii  to 
the  kdy  beuftrmd  and  §om&  oUier  ftpmmB  to  fleliaifciba  Coxunl  m 
lis  favonr^Mr.  De  Mad)C»i8lttivitig  oenatontly  deetisedk,  I^BgehMBifB 
eame  fahnself  tlie  momiiig  before  last,  and  aoeoiding  to  IbeaeoBanfe 
'fiireii  by  tbe  Oonsnl,  ^rpSk4  to  bita  la  tbe  wait  indeoent  auomar; 
Sfr.  I>e  Marbois  answered  notbiDg  else,  bat  tbat  he  couM  not  iniafftfup 
witb  bis  ttSt&TBf  nnless  be  presentod  bim  a  letter  from  tbe  Miniitor. 
Lengebampe  replied  by  Bome  injntiow  Sxpfeaaiona.  •  Mr.  Bb  Mar- 
bois ordered  bim  to  ^it  tbe  boose,  Longibampe  left  :bfiB  ntterinff 
several  €breatnrags  whiob  I  beard  in  my  Roon.  I  went  oat  aott 
oalled  bim  baok  to  aeb  the  reasons  of  bis  insolence,  but  be  left  the  ^ 
hoose  as  fast  as  be  cenld. 

In  tbe  same  moment  Mr.  De  Marbois  wrota  a.  letter  to  jdmt 
lixcenenoy  in  order  to  inform  you  of  wh^t  bad  passed,  and  this 
Letter  itself  is  a  proof  of  bis  grtiat  moderation.  Yon  were  •»  kind  ats 
to  order  LoDgefaampe  to  appoiff  before  yon.  But  it  appears  tb^ 
notwithstanding  your  eicbdlrcation  he  wunot  leas  itteKnisd  to  aom- 
mitsome  Tiofeaee.  Therd  is  therefore  no  doubt  buttbO'eatiaaii^ 
to  which  he  went  jnsfnow  was  entirely  premeditated. 

^is  morning  Mr.  De  Marbois  being  gone  <mt  at  toy  request^ to 
make  dome  arrangements  with  ^  ocimers  of  tbe  ship  in  whiob  I  am 
to  embark  for  France^  be  saw  LokgobampseomiM  tow9»ds  him,  aad 
'  calKng  bim  to  an  acooMt^  Ibr  his  reftisaL  Mr«  Da  Mavboia  i^^ied 
''  if  you  are  an  American,  and  have  eome  compkdats^Lgaii^t  ne,  ap- 
ply to  tbe  magistratos  of  tbe  Stato;  if  yon  are 'a  Frenchman  yon 
may  address  the Chetalior  de k Lnaertkeor  tbe.Ministry  of  Franoe.'' 
The  expressions  of  Loi^gobamps  being  very  insolent,  the  people 
assembled,  and  some  Frenchmen  amongst  them.  Mr  De  Marbois 
says  that  in  that  moment  Longchamps  raised  his  voice,  and  re- 
donbled  bis  injuries.  According  to  the  legal  depositions  of  those 
who  understood  the  Frencih,  Mr,  De  MuEbb^s  replied  to  those 
Injuries,  I  shall  address  the  public  Authority,  and  as  he  was  going 
Longchamps  struck  him  with  his  eane,  the  cane  of  M.  De  Marbois, 
the  Consul  retreated  some  steps  in  order  to  defend  himself,  Long- 
obamps  struck  him,  and  in  the  same  instant  Mr.  De  Marbois  rushed 
npon  him  and  broke  his  cane  upourhis  back,  Longchampsjexclaimed, 
give  me  a  gun,  I  must  have  a  gun,  bat  the  people  etnrrounded  and 
stopped  his  violence. 

4bis  Sir,  is  the  true  acoouni  of  an  Injury  done  to  a  public  person, 
whom  you  honor  with  your  particular  esteem  and  Friend^ip^and 
who  during  a  Residence  of  five  years  in  this  city  has  drwn  Upon 
bim  the  affection  and  confidence  of  every  dtisen.  This  injnfy  is 
committed  by  a  Frenchman  without  character,  who  gives  bimsdf  for 
a  noble  man,  though  be  is  the  nephew  of  the  wife  of  my  steward,  and 
who  bad  pressed  tbe  Consul  to  deliver  him  aets  to  establbh  his 
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BapntaSoD^  thai  is  ia  teeive  tbe  lailtftbitoiilsof  Pliikddpbia.  Ton 
know  BIT,  thai  it  if  the  opinion  of  people  \|Iiq  are  badly  informed 
thatlbe  giwhleet  license  prevails  in  this  eily.  This  oonsideratioii 
«t6raota  a  nnuber  of  low  adventuren  who  unaoonstomed  u>  the  xe- 
speet  dae  to  law,  and  Eaemjs  of  every  esUblishment  ealonlated  to 
nainlam  good  order.  It  is  of  the  gr^test  Importanoe  for  the 
fleomity  of  all  those  who  shidl  reside  here  in  a  poblie  oharaoter  that 
tm  ontEage  of  this  kind  be  severely  punished.  There  would  be  no 
.aBOuiity  for  m  if  we  were  exposed  to  the  Insults  and  violenoe  of 
.pe<^  who  request  acts  and  oomplianees  whioh  we  are  not  allowed 
to  grant  These  insolent  Expressions  whioh  this  man  has  ottered  in 
my  hooaethe  seventeenth^  a  part  of  wbieb  I  faavo  heard  myself,  and 
the  whole  of  whioh  has  been  heard  by  my  seoretaries  from  the  le- 
ginnine  to  the  end  of  the  oonversation  are  a  violation  of  the  privileges 
of  my  lodging  and  the  Respect  which  is  due  to  it.  At  the  Bequest 
ol  the  CkmsuLI  did  not  then  take  any  stope  to  vindicate  it,  and 
when  the  eighteenth  you  proposed  to  oblige  Longchamps^  to  give 
aeonrities  for  his  good  oonduot^  Mr.  Do  Marbois  Mgged  you  not  to 
pursue  thia  affidr  any  more  as  he  npeeted  that  your  Exhortations 
bad  recalled  this  man  to  bis  duty.  I  request  to  day  that  for  Be- 
panftioB  olall  these  Exoesses  and  ontrages  this  man,  who  ealls  him- 
self an  officer  ia  the  Troops  of  his  majesty,  who  wears  the  unifona 
•of  a  French  Begiment  and  who  came  in  my  house  in  this  dress  be 
aeiaed.  I  okim  him  as  a  Frenchman  that  he  be  sent  back  to  Franoe 
in  conformity  to  the  ordinanoes  of  the  King,  whioh  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  eommunicato  to  your  Excellency  and  that  he  be  puniahed, 
aeoording  to  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  sentfmento  of  Beepeot, 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedt  ' 

and  bumble  servant, 
CHEVALIEB  DE  LA  LUZERNE.  . 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  178.] 


No.  3. 


Pbbs,  Dickikson  xo  the  Mikister  op  FaAKCB,— Long- 

CHAMPB,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  20th  May  1784. 
We  have  received  yon  letter  of  the  nineteenthf  and  highly  resent 
the  outrages  therein  mentioned. 
In  consequence  of  the  direction  given  yesterday  by  the  president 

*  Bee  May  21,  also  GdL  Bee.,  yol.  XY.,  pp.  116-116. 
t  See  pagj)  402,       Also   Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XLY.f  p.  116. 
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a  wftmnt  waa  iasvied  for  anreatiDg  the  offender;  but  lie  oonoealed 
hinnBelf  aa  we  are  iaformed;  and  has  not  yet  been  seiied.  We  have 
thia  day  made  the  strictest  injunctions  for  this  purpose  and  hope  they 
Irtll  be  attended  with  saooess. — ^If  they  should  not  wa  shall  publish 
a  proclamation  offering  a  large  reward  to  any  person,  who  shall 
apprehend  him  and  secure  his  person. 

Every  step  which  the  Laws  of  the  State  will  permit  for  the  re- 
paration of  these  excesses  shall  be  pursued  and  we  shall  endeavour 
to' demonstrate  the  aincerity  and  sensibility  with  which  we  attend  to 
thia  a|>plication 

.   I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
•  with  a  very  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient,  and 
most  bumble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  U.  page  96.] 


No.  4. 


Pbs8,  BiQEnsrsoN  to  thb  Ministbr  op  Fbakoe,— Long- 

CHAMP6,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  21 1784. 
Sir, 

Having  understood  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
was  lately  returned  from  the  ononit,  we  have  seen  him  thia  day  and 
required  him  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  the  peraon 
who  aasaulled  Mr.  De  MarfooSs,  and  to  ^ve  proper  direotions  for  ita 
immediato  and  effectual  execution.  The  doors  of  the  House  will 
for  thia  purpose  be  broke  open,  if  it  be  neceesaiy. 
With  a  very  respectful  attachment, 
I  am  Sir,  Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  YoL  H.,  p.  97.] 


4«0  l>sarNBYLVANtA  AtlOfilTfiB  1784 

No.  5. 

MimgTn  09  Faamoi  to  F&es.  DioKiNfiojr— Lohqohamts^. 

1784.      . 

TraoBlaiioii. 

PhUadelphia,  22d  Mftj,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  baye  Received  the  Letter  wUoh  your  EzAeliepcy  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  <«  yesterdaji  the  twentj-first  instant.  I  had 
been  assured  that  Mr.  Longchamps  appeared  in  town  and  went%o 
and  from  his  home  without  any  difficulty.  I  was  doubtful  of  the  fioty 
but  I  have  heen  informed,  beyond  even  a  shadow  of  doubt,  that  the 
man  has  lately  been  seep  before  Mr.  Ross's  house,  in  Front  street, 
dressed  in  His  Uniform  and  wearing  a  cross  or  oider  which  he  has 
commonly  about  him.  He  was  going  towards  Spruce  street  I  am 
pursuaded  that  this  fact  will  appear  as  extraordinary  to  you  as  to 
me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  a  respectful  attachment,  Sir, 
Your  Excellences  flibst 

ob.  &  mo.  hji^m.  seryt., 

LE  CH'R  BE  LA  UTZERNB.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  169.] 


No.  6. 


Pr1».   DrOKIKSON  TO  THX  MnaSTIft  or  FrANOX— LOMGOEAMPBy 

1T84. 

In  Oonnoil, 

Philadelphia,  Ki^  22d,  1784. 
Sir. 

This  moment  we  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  to-day, 
and  just  before  it  cara^  to  onr  hands  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  informed  us,  that  he  had  issued  his  warrant  and  thai  a 
person  had  been  arrested  and  bailed. 

Thus  his  personal  appearance  is  so  secured  that  we  can  punish 
him ;  whether  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  will  anthoriM 
us  to  deliver  him  up  according  to  the  Requisition  that  has  been 
made  is  a  point  of  moment  that  demands  an  attention  to  some 
FactS|  and  much  consideration;  we  wish  to  consult  the  Judges  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117. 
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ihe  Supreme  Court  upon  the  ease  ;  mid  they  ire  not  expected  to  re> 
turn  from  the  oiroait  for  some  time. 

lumedifttely  aUter  m  coofeieiice  with  them,  omr  deoition  wHl  be 
made  &  whatever  it  may  be,  we  trtiBty  either  by  the  desired  com- 
plianoe,  or  by  the  inflietioD  of  an  exemplary  paniahmenty  it  will 
evince  that  the  Laws  of  Nivdont  are  properly  vindicated  in  this 
State. 

With  a  very  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tom  most  obedient  and 

meet  humble  Servan4^ 

JOHN  DI0KI»8ON.* 

[Letter  Boot,  Vol.  IL,  p.  96.] 


No.  7- 


Pass,  DiOKiKtioif  to  thb  Attorne;  Ojcnsraxt— LoirooHAicPf^ 

1784. 

In  Gonnoily 

Philadelpfaia;  Hay  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  Judges  will  acquaint  you  with  the  disagreeable  affair  that 
has  lately  happened  in  thia  Otty.  If  they  should  be  of  opinion 
that  the  o^ender  cannot  legally  be  delivered  up;  aooording  to  the 
Keqnisition,  that  baa  been  made,  we  desire  that  you  inll  then 
prosecute  him  in  sucli  a  manner' that  with  all  possible  dispatch,  he 
may  be  sentenced  to  suffer  a  condign  punishment,  and  so,  that 
thereby  the  Honor,  of  ^his  State  and  the  Law  of  Nations  may  be 
properly  vindicated. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem; 

J3ir^  Yeur  moBt  obedient 

humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.  . 
[Letter  B.,  IL,  p.  99.] 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117. 
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No.  8. 

FfeLH&  BickiNiioBr  to  thk  Hinistee  or  E&AMcn-'-LoiiaoaAiiPB, 

1784. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphuiy  May  25, 1784.  . 
Sir, 

The  President  oompiunicated  to  ns  yesterday,  the  sabject  of  the 
Conference  of  last  Saturday,  and  to  expedite  as  much  as  we  possibly 
can  the  decision  upon  an  affair  of  snch  moment ;  We  shall  this 
day  send  an  Express  to  the  absent  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
with  a  full  state  of  the  Facts  for  their  judgment. 

Our  grateful  veneration  for  his  most  Uhristian  Majesty,  and  a 
due  regard  for  the  Law  of  Nations  will  impel  us  to  make  every 
exertion  in  our  power,  for  prosecuting  this  business  in  a  satisfiiotoiy 
manner. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  pursuaded,  that  informed  as  yon,  Sir, 
are  of  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  novelty  of  this 
case  among  us  considered,  your  goodness  will  induce  you  to  make 
proper  allowances  for  our  modes  of  proceeding.  If  these  which  we 
are  now  pursuing,  shall  not  soon  accomplish  an  adequate  reparation 
^for  the  outrages  that  have  been  con^mitted,  we  will  call  the  General 
Assembly  together,  that  the  Supreme  Legislative  Authority  may  be 
employed  in  folly  vindicating  the  Honor  of  the  State  and  the  Law 
of  Nations. 

WUh  gnat  Estera, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

and  moat  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON- 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  100.] 


No.  9. 


Fbxs.  Dickinson  to  Ministsr  ov  Ukitbd  NxTHXBLAKDg— 

LONCKIHAMPS,  1784. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

In  Council, 

PhUadelphia,  May  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  President  having  informed  us  of  the  Conference  which  he 
had  the  honor  of  holding  with  you,  to  express  our  great  concern  and 
resetment  on  account  of  the  outrages  lately  offered  to  the  Sieur  de 
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*Marboi0  OoDsiil  OonenI  of  Fianoeiand  Seoretoiy  of  tlie  Legation 
from  that  kinedom. 

We  baye  alreadj  taken  Bevenl  steps  in  thiB  bnsineefl  and  aie 
determined  to  pursue  every  measilre  in  our  power  for  vindicating 
the  law  of  Nations  bj  an  adequate  Reparation  for  the  ezoessea  that 
have  beeii>  committed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Tour  most  obed.  & 

mo.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON,* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  108.] 
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MiKISTSB  OF  FbAKOJB  TO  PBIBS.  DlCElNSOBT,— >L0NQ0HAMP8, 

1788. 

The  ministei  of  .France  presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  his 
Excellency,  the  President,  He  just  was  at  his  honse  to  present  him 
his  thanks,  but  having  not  fouud  his  Excellency  at  home,  he  begs 
to  be  informed  whether  he  can  have  the  Honor  to  wait  upon  him 
this  evening  between  six  and  seven  o'clock.^' 

"Friday  noon." 
pLetter,  Book  Vol.,  I.  p.  174.] 


Sheriff  To  his  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq., 

New  Gaol,  May  27, 1784,  five  o'clock. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  libertv  by  this  method  to  acquaint  yotir  Excellency, 
that  the  Body  of  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps  hath  this  day  been 
oommitted  to  my  custody  by  Bail  piece,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Philip 
^Veiss  of  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia  for  an  assault  Ac.,  committed  on 
the  Honorable  Francis  Barbe,  de  Marbois,  Consul  of  France,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Legation  of  said  Kingdom,  and  is  now  confined  in 
the  new  Jail  of  tbe  city  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  Honorable  George  Bryan  Esq.,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  purport  due  Return 
9hall  be  made  to  tbe  honorable  the  Executive  Council  by  your 
Excellencys  most  humble  servant. 

THOMAS  PROCTER,  Sheriff- 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  174.] 
*  See  letter  to  the  judges— May  26. 
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•  No.  11. 

'To  THE  MiNISTBR  OF  THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philadelpliia,  Maj  27, 1784, 
Sir 

We  have  the  honor  of  informing  joa  thai  the  sheriff  of  this  dtj 
and  County  has  reported  to  us  this  day,  that  the  person,  who  hitely 
insulted  the  Consul  General  of  France,  is  confined  in  the  Common 
prison  upon  the  warrant  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  that  we  have  ordered  the  sheriff  to  detain  him  in  prison. 

This  step  we  trjast  will  be  considered  as  an  Evidence  of  our  Reso- 
lution to  assert  the  laws  of  nations  and  properly  to  animadvert  npon 
the  temerity  of  those  who  presume  in  this  State  to  violate  the  Rights 
and  Priveleges  of  Public  ministers. 

With  sentiments  of  perfect  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

Tour  most  ohed.  most  humble  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  11.^  p,  105  J 


No.  12. 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  thb  Ministbb  ot  Fbancb,— Lonck 

CHAMPS,   1784. 

In  Council;  Philadelphia,  May  27th;  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  sheriff*  of  this  city 
and  County  has  this  moment  reported  to  us  that  the  Body  of  CharkEs 
Julieu  de  Longohamps  is  now  confined  in  the  common  prnon  in  this 
city,  upon  the  warrant  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  thd  Honble  the  Sttpveae 
court  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  Assault  upon  Mr.  de  Marbois. 

We  have  commanded  the  sheriff  by  an  order  given  in  Coandl 
jandQr  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the  seal  of  the  Stat^  la  detain 
lihe  offender  in  prison.  This  b  our  determined  and  unanimous  reso- 
Itttioo,  with  all  our  powers  to  prosecute  this  business  for  effecting 
^  ample  reparation.  ,  You  sir,  who  have  intrnated  oar  ardent  de- 
sire upon  this  unhappy  occasion  to  assert  the  law.  of  nations  to  certify 
the, cKtrome  attachment  of  our  Fellow  citizens  and  ourselves  to  bis 
most  christian  majesty,  and  our  lively  resentment  of  the  outragee 
offered  in  this  state  to  a  person  so  justly  and  universally  esteemed, 
as  Mr.  De  Marbois  is  amoogst  us  for  his  distinguished  merit  and  good 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  120,  121. 
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^eOndnel  WtU  readily  eQnfdre  the  mneere  piemm'  with  wUdi  tiiii 
eoauntmieatioB  is  made. 

I  am  with  the  most  Teepeotfal  Regard,  Bfr, 

;ofur  most  obedient^  and.most  btunble  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON.   . 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  n.  p.  108.] 
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MONS.  Dh  MaRBOIS  to  SB8  PuflSIDBNT    09    XHB    StATB — 
LOKGOHAMPS^    1784. 

Hontiettr  de  lf«rb<M8  tohifl  Bioeneiicy  the  presidealf  of  Ihe  State. 

•      Philadelphia,  27th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

'  I  hare  reoeired  the  nete  whioh  yottr  Eircelletioy  honored  me  with 
yesterday,  demandipg  my  deposition  respecting  the  Excesses  eom« 
mitted  at  the  lioQse  <^  the  Obevalier  de  la  Lnzeme.  I  bes  yon  will 
be  pleased  to  obserre  that  when  I  made  my.  fir^t.depoaieon  before 
tbe  two  PetmsylTanian  Judges;  who  earae  toreeeire  it  in  my  apart- 
ment, it  was  not  yet  known  whether  Mr.  Longehamps  had  beoome 
m  citizen  of  the  State,  that  besides  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  his 
flight,  and  that  it  was  not  a  moment  to  be  too  nice  abont  Formsj 
now,  it  is  certain  that  the  man  has  only  resided  in  America,  sinoQ 
September  last^  attd  that  he  is  the  king's  subject.  The  CSieTalier  d6 
la  Lnzeme  olaima  him  as  saeh,  and  he  has  in  bis  Letter  of  the  19th 
informed  your  Excellency  of  the  causes  on  which  he  grounds  his 
claim,  all  further  deposition  is  consequently  superfluous  and  unusual. 
His  majesty's  minister  however  consents  for  this  once,  which  is  not 
to  be  a  precedent,  to  my  mtking  the  desired  deposition,  and  I  shall 
expect  the  magistrate  this  morning,  as  you  desire  it 
I  am  with  Bespeet  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

BE  MABBOIS. 


We  Consul  Qeneral  of  S'ranoe,  with  the  Thirteen  United  States 
of  America  and  Consul  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  Certify  to 
ffcU  whom  it  may  concern,,  that  on  the  Seventeenth  of  this  month 
the  Sieur  de  Longehamps  desired  us  to.  certify  the  Truth  of  sundry 
papers  relative  to  his  Rank  and  Birth)  and  that  upon  our  refasal 
ne  broke  out' with  the  utmost  indecency  in  threats  and  other  violent 
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B^rtnioDB^  mi  tmoDg  oUien  the  fellomM,  ^  I  am  resohod  to  do* 
some  desperate  act,  I  will  dishoner  you  or  toe  Devil  take  mt/'  tluit 
he  repeated  them  so  loud  that  tbej  were  OTerheaid  by  the  ObeTalier 
de  la  Lmsemei  That  the  mmbter  came  oat  of  hiaroom,  and  called  Uie 
said  Sieur  Longchamps  to'  call  him  to  an  account  for  that  insnll 
and  those  Threats,  bat  that  the  said  Sienr  de  Longchamps  made  his 
Escape. 

Sworn,  This  27th  May,  1784 1  Philadelphia,  27th  May,  1784, 
Before  WilHam  Adcock.  J     BARBE  DE  MABBOIS. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  L  p.  176.] 


No.  14. 
P&B&  PlOKIKfiON  70  JUBGXS  07.  SUPBXItt  COUJO^— 

Longchamps,  1784. 

The  Honbk.  The  Chief  Justioe,  Mr,  Jnstiee  Atleoi  &Hr.  Jostioe 
Bush. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  May  28, 1784» 
Qentlemen, 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr,  JohiistoB|«n  Exprefli 
sent  to  us  by  the  persons  lately  removed  from  Wyomii^,  aa  he  omi 
himself  give  a  good  deiU  of  informationy  and  can  be  servioeabls  in 
obtaining  it  from  others,  we^have  wished  him  to  attend  at  Sunboiy^ 
The  person  who  lately  insulted  and  assaulted  Mr.  de  Marbms 
is  now  in  prison,  so  that  answers  to  the  Question  propoeed  in  oor 
Letter  of  the  25th  instanty  may  be  deferred  nntil  your  return  to  the 
City. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen^ 
your  most  obed.  and  most  hble<  serrt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Yol.  IL,  p.  105.] 


No.  15. 
P&ES.  DtCEIirSON  TO  HIS  EXCBLLENOT  THB  PbESIDXRT  OF 

CoNaRESS — ^Longchamps,  1784. 

To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Hay  28, 1784. 
Sir, 

Some  days  ago  an  Insult  was  offered  by  a  Frenchman  to  Mr. 
De  Marbois  in  the  Hotel  of  tbe  Minister  of  France  and  afterwards  afi 
assault  was  made  upon  him  by  the  same  person  in  a  street  ift 
this  city. 


PBNNglLYANU  AB0HIYE8  VJH.  «• 

,  The  oSaodar  hM  been  mnestod  by  oor  dmotian^  under  a  WMttnA 
of  n  Jo4g<^ol  iheSvpreme  Coturt,  and  ia  now  condlned  in  the  oMO- 
aon  prieon  where  we  haye  ordered  him  to  be  detained. 

Oar  reepect  for  Congreae  induees  na  to  inform  them  of  ihb  affaifi 
and  fre  ahoald  have  done  onreelyes  the  honor  of  making  the  oomnm- 
aioatioQ  Booner,  bat  that  the  eriminal  was  not  in  confinement  till 
jeeterday. 

We  aboold  be  mueh  pleased  to  be  favored  with  the  eentimenie  of 
Congress  npon  the  Basiness,  being  extremely  desirons,  that  onr  pro- 
eeedings  oorrespond  with  their  Judgment  and  to  testify  oar  deter- 
mined resolotion  with  all  our  power,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  United  Statesi  to  preserve  the  publio  Bepose,  to  aosert  the  law 
of  nations,  and  to  manifest  oar  entire  ];^gard  for  the  Bepresentations 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union. 

With  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Bzcellency^s  most  obed. 

. and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON  * 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.  p.  168.] 


No.  16. 


MiHiBnsB  09  B^LUVCB  TO  Prvs.  Dickinson— Lonqohamps, 

1784. 

IV)  His  lUoelleney,  Hr.  Didcinson,  Prerident  of  the  State. 

Philadelphia,  28th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  Letter  which  yoor  Excellency  did  me  the 
Honor  to  write  to  me  yesterday,  informing  me  that  Mr.  Longohamps 
had  been  arrested  and  confined  in  Ghiol.  I  have  heard  of  this  Be- 
ginning of  Beparation  with  so  mnob  the  greater  Heasure,  as  it  gives 
me  Beaaon  to  hope  that  it  will  be  a  eompleat  one,  and  proportioned 
to  the  ofienoe,  and  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  Assurance  which  you 
are  pleased  to  give  me  of  it.  The  crime  of  Mr.  Longchamps  is  so 
notorious,  and  so  public,  that  he  might  be  sent  back  immediately  to 
France,  but  that  he  may  not  be  deprived  of  any  means  of  defence,  I 
hope  that  you  will  approve  his  underffoing  interrogatories  on  die 
snbjeot  of  the  complaint  given  against  him.  He  shall  have  all  the 
means  of  Justification  which  he  may  wish,  and  it  is  with  this  view, 

♦  See  Vol.  XV.,  p.  868. 
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tlmt  the  pTeVions  FormalitieB  ia  order  to  his  IfnA  miist  take  pboo . 
before  hie  departure  for  France  on  the  spot  where  the  erime  wae 
committed.  I  am  informed  that  after  having  committed  the  o£fenee 
of  the  seventeenth  at  my  house,  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  State.  I  request  your  Excellency  to  ascertain  this  Fact,  it 
would  prove  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  a  citisen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania on  the  17tb,  but  that  he  hoped  by  taking  the  oath  on  the 
eighteenth  to  shelter  himself  from  the  consequences  of  the  ofience 
he  bad  been  guilty  of  the  day  before,  and  that  he  thought  also  the 
quality  of  a  Gitisen  of  Pennsylvania  secured  him  from  i^l  pursuit  for 
the  offence  which  he  was  meditating  against  the  nineteenth.  It 
even  appears  that  his  bold  speeches  had  given  you  some  previouji 
suspicions  on  that  subject. 

This  man  has  brought  himself  into  a  number  of  scrapes  witk 
Frenchmen  since  his  arrival  here.  But  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
make  better  known  that  breaker  of  the  public  peace,  to  ascertain  the 
Affairs  of  the  same  nature  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  with 
Americans,  and  to  speak  only  of  those  which  have  been  carried  be- 
fore American  Tribunals.  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
to  me  the  judicial  documents  of  the  following  affairs. 

1st.  That  with  Capt  Halfwark  Firsk,  of  the  Swedish  ship  Peace 
&  Plenty,  on  which  he  arrived  here  on  the  fifteenth  of  September 
last.  He  appears  to  have  filched  him  out  of  fifty  Guineas,  which  he 
has  not  restored,  altho'  condemned  to  it  by  the  American  Judges. 

2dly.  That  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Brunot,  Man  Milliour,  whom 
he  refused  to  pay,  and  threatened  to  kill.  This  affair  is  still  de- 
pending. 

3dly.  A  night  quarrel  with  the  Watch,  in  which  he  received  a 
considerable  wound  in  his  head. 

4th.  His  examination  before  Mr.  Justice  Fleeson  on  account  of  a 
Watch  stolen  and  found  upon  him.  He  was  acquitted  of  this 
charge. 

5thly.  I  am  ignorant  whether  any  other  complaints  have  been 
made  against  him,  either  for  having  seduced  the  young  girl  whom 
he  has  married,  or  for  any  other  cause ;  but  I  hope  Sr,  that  yon 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  the  respective  doeuiaeatsi  ill 
caee  it  is  not  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country. 
I  am,  with  a  respectful  attaohmenti  Bhr, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  ft  mo.  Hbl.  servt.,. 

LE  CHEVALIEIC  DE  LA  LUZERNE.  ! 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  L,  p.  188.] 
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No.  17, 

Minister  of  U.   Netherlands  to  President  ov  Conoress^ 
Annapolis. — Longchamps,  1784. 

(Copia.) 

To  His  Excellency^  Mr.  Mifflin,  President  of  Congress,  Annapolis. 

Philadelphia,  28th  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

As  the  outrage  committed  by  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps 
against  the  person  of  Mr.  de  Marbois,  &  the  Character  of  the  French 
Minister  concerns  the  whole  of  the  Diplomatic  Body,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  act  in  conjunction  with  M.  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  order 
to  obtain  from  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  satisfao- 
ftion  proportionable  to  the  atrocity  of  the  offence. 

In  consequence  of  my  Address  for  that  end  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  of  the  State,  I  have  received  two  letters  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  one  dated  the  25th,  and  th6 
other  the  27th  of  this  month.  The  deliberations  of  the  aforesaid 
Gouncil  for  five  days  snooessively,  the  vigor  and  energy  of  their  ope- 
ration^, onght  equally  to  be  prized  and  admired  by  every  one  who 
bas  a  sense  of  the  Importance  of  the  Affair,  and  are  so  much  the 
more  satisfying  that  they  have  terminated  in  the  imprisonment  of 
this  unhappy  subject.  This,  with  the  two  letters  above  mentioned, 
leads  to  expect  that  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
firmly  resolved  to  repair,  in  a  suitable  manner,  the  Breach  made 
in  the  Law  of  Nations.  However,  it  is  my  duty  to  beseech  the  Con- 
gress to  notify  to  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  a  Truth  "to  which 
the  President  and  Counoil  of  Pennsylvania  give  their  assent,  vizt. : 
That  the  Law  of  Nations  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  that 
Commonwealth.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  at  the  same 
time  to  declare  that  it  makes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the 
other  twelve  States. 

It  is  along  with  the  Bfinister  of  France,  and  in  the  name  of  all 
the  ministers  and  persons  invested  with  a  public  character  among 
the  United  States,  that  I  have  the  Honour  to  make  this  Requiaitioil. 

Allow  me.  Sir,  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  of  the 
high  oonsideration  with  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  humb.  &  obed.  servt., 

0.  J.  VAN  BERKEL, 
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No.  18. 
(Translation.) 

GHEYALIEa   DE    JJL    LuZERNE    TO    PeESIBENT    OE    CONGRESS — 
LONQGHAMPS,   1784. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chevalier  de  la  Loseme  to  hia  Ezcellenoy, 
the  President  of  Congress. 

PhiUdelphia,  May  28^  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  oommanicatiog  to  your  Ezoellenoy  two  letters 
which  1  have  received  from  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  dated 
the  25th  and  27th  instant^  addressed  to  Mr.  Marbois.  Yon  hava 
likewise  here  enclosed  the  answer  which  I  have  made  to  the  letter^ 
which  was  written  to  me  on  the  27th.  Congress  will  see  by 
these  pieces  that  the  Conncil  of  Pennsylvania  are  in  the  firm  deter- 
mination of  giving  a  proper  satisfaction  for  the  oflFenoes  committed 
as  well  against  me  as  against  his  Majesty's  Consul.  I  cannot  bnt 
i»  satisfiM  with  the  manner  in  which  the  President  of  the  State  has 
conducted  this  affiur,  and  I  hope  that  Conncil  will  terminate  it  by 
ordering  the  culprit  to  be  delivered  up  to  my  disposal.  I  lay  claim 
to  him  as  a  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  altho'  the  conduct  of  the 
President  and  Council,  throughout  the  whole  of  this  affair  leaves  me 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  its  issue,  I  am,  however,  in  duty  bound  to 
address  myself  at  the  same  time  to  Congress^  that  the  Beparation  I 
demand  may  not  be  delayed. 

The  present  case  being  entirely  new,  the  imprisonment  of  the 
Culprit  has  experienced  a  delay  of  a  few  days,  but  it  must  not  be 
imputed  to  the  State  of  Pennaylvania,  who  has  constantly  shewn 
an  intention  of  making  a  suitable  reparation  for  the  outrage  com- 
mitted in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.    I  take  this  opportiini4y 
to  request  your  Excellency  to  move  Congress  to  notify  to  the  Mvem 
States  of  the  Union  a  Truth  which  the  President  and  Counoil  of 
Pennsylvania  acknowledge  by  their  present  oouduct — it  is  that  the 
Law  of  Nations  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Common  Law  of  the  Com* 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania.    I  request  Cougress  will  dedare,  if 
such  is  their  opinion,  that  the  Law  of  nations  is  part  of  the  Common 
Law  of  each  of  the  other  twelve  Commonwealths.    If,  however, 
Congress  has  Beasoas  to  doubt  the  dispositions  of  some  States  in 
this  Bespect,  I  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  them  sack 
Becommendations  as  may  in  Future  leave  no  doubt  on  so  importsnt 
a  subject 

Mr.  Tan  Berkel,  Miuister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  States  Genenl, 
joins  me  in  this  demand,  which  we  make  in  the  name  of  all  minis- 
ters and  other  persons  who  may  reside  in  a  public  character  in  tho 
United  SUtes. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  177.] 


?£NN3TI«YlJeTU  AB0HITS8  1784.  MT 

No.  19. 
Snomrt  *ro  Pus.  DtoKTHBOH— LoKCKABAim  1784. 

Sheriff  T^kiB  Bsoelkney  John  DiokiBSon^  &  ihe  HononUe  ihe 
Oocmoil. 

PhiladelphSa,  Maj  flflsi,  1784. 
Thif  morning  the  Honorable  George  Brjati  Esqnire  and 
Jonathan  [D]  Sergeant  E8(|.,  Attorney  at  Law,  have  severally  made 
Bequest  to  be  famished  with  a  Copy  of  the  writ  issued  by  Counoil 
ffgaiost  the  Chevalier  de  LoDgehamps  for  an  assault  oommitted  on 
the  Sieur  de  Marbois  &o. 

By  the  authority  of  which  I  am  directed  solely  to  keep  the  Body 
of  the  said  Chevalier  de  Longchampe  in  the  prison  of  tne  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia — And  should  any  attempts  be  made  to  re« 
lease  the  said  Longchamps  Report  thereof  should  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  Council,  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  as  the 
nature  of  the  ease  requires. 

In  oonsequence  thereof,  I  beg  leave  to  acquunt  your  Honor  that 
that  there  is  such  Reason  to  brieve  that  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
SB  about  to  be  issued  for  the  Removal  of  the  said  Longchamps  from 
oeofineaient;  th«  propriety  of  whioh  you  will  be  pleased  to  de« 
termine.  ' 

I  am  your  Honors, 

most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR,  Sheriff.* 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  175.] 


MiNisTKa  or  Uwitbd  NkthbrlalITds  to  Priesidbnt  Diokirsow, 
— ^Longchamps,  1784. 

A  Son  Exoellence  le  President  de  Tetat  de  Pennsylvania 

PhiUidelphie,  oe  June  1, 1784. 
MoNsnuR, 

J'apf rends  de  ponte  [men  ff]  part  qtte  k  personne  de  Charles  Julien 
de  Longohampe  vient  d'6tgre  relftchfe  de  son  emprisennement  ou 
Bent  incontinent.  Mr.  de  Marbois  a  ^ui  la  m^me  information. 
Gepen^ant  j'ose  douter  de  la  \6nt6  de  cette  assertion  comme  ^ta^t- 
parfaitement  contraire  h  ce  que  Yotre  Exeellenee  m'a  fait  Thonneur 
de  m'^rire  dans  p  demise  lettre  du  27°^  du  May  pass^,  par  \a- 
quelle  il  parpit  sdv  que  le  Conseil  d'etat  consulteroit  le  droit  dea 
'gens  comtne  faisant  partie  du  droit  commun  de  TEtat.    Si  toutefois 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  120. 

f  This  letter  has  evidently  been  copied  by  a  person  unacqnidnted  with 
the  French — some  words  are  not  intelligible  asthev  are  recorded. 
Vol.  XI.— 21 
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le  bruit  fat  ynd  et  que  Mr.  de  LoD^hamps  eat  la  faculty  de  brarer 
dans  les  raes  de  Pbiladelphie,  soit  jMr.  de  Marboia  soit  oette  autre 
personne  Tet^toe  d'un  oaract^  publiey  Yotaw  ^Xfoellenee  me  per^ 
mettra  de  lui  donner  en  consideration,  si  c'est  compatible  aireo  la 
(UgfiitI  oa  m^Bie  atec  la  sCLret^  d'un  Miaia<»re  Etnmgeif  ^ull  B^oime 
dans  one  yUle  on  m6me  dans  an  Etat  oii  11  n'est  pas  parfaitam0iit> 
h  comvert  de -Routes  inaultes. 

Qaant  k  moi  j'ai  rhonnear  d'assurer  Yotie  Excellence^  que  je 
croirai  manquer  tantementl  &  mes  maitres  si  je  m'j  ezposois  ea 
restant  dans  un  Etat  oil  le  Droit  des  Gens  n'est  aueanement  respects* 
.  J'ai  rhonnear  d'etre  aveo  des  sentiments  de  la  plus  parfiute  con- 
sideration^ 

MonaieuTi  de  Yotre  Excellence 

le  tr6e-hamble  et  trte-Qb&»ant  serriteur 
Lettre  Book,    > 

Vol.  I.  p.  186. 5  P.  S.  Yan  Beekel. 


No.  21. 


P&ES.   DlOiONSON  TO  THE    JUDOES     OV  THE  SOPJaXMS    GOOBT-*- 
LoNQCHAMPSi   1784. 

The  Honble.  the  Jadges  of  the  Sapreme  Court. 

In  Council^  Philadelphia  June  2^  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Consequences  of  the  insults  offered  to  Mr.  Marbois,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Legation,  and  Consul  General  of  France  are  Irkelj  in  a 
very  high  degree  to  affect  the  honor  of  this  commonwealth.  We 
have  ffood  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  offender  is  not  imprisoned 
until  Aeparation  is  made  for  the  infractions  of  the  law  of  nations 
the  ministers  of  France  &  the  United  Netherlands  will  with  their 
attendants  immediately  depart  from  this  State,  and  that  Hia  most 
chriatiaQ  najeaty  will  insist  upon  adequate  satisfaction.  We  there- 
fore desire  that  you  will  proceed  to  the  Trial  of  the  offender  with  all 
the  dispatch  which  the  rules  of  Law  will  permit,  so  that  a  proper 
punishment  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  person  whoee  violenoo  has 
ahready  disturbed  and  will  prd}ably  much  more  distract  the  publio 
repose.* 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.      ' 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  186. 


I^BNNSTLTAMIA  AEOHITES  1784:  479 


No.  £2. 

Pass.  Dickinson  to  Monsixur  Db  Makwus — ^Lonqchamps. 

1784. 

Frei.  Dickinson  to  Monsieur  Do  Marboi%  Goavol  OMieml  of 
Franoe, 

Pliiladelphis,  Jane  8, 1784. 
Sir, 

«  I  have  had  tho  honor  of  reoeiving  yoar  two  letters,  of  this  day, 
and  am  sensible  of  the  just  respect  for  the  laws  of  this  state  mani« 
fested  by  jour  eondoet  on  the  proposal  made  by  an  unknown  person. 
Upon  the  information  contained  in  the  seoond  letter,  Council  will 
give  directions  for  prosecoting  the  offender. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  affair  mentioned  in  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne's  last  letter  has  been  lately  involved,  have 
occasioned  a  delay  of  the  answer  of  Council  upon  the  points  refet red 
tOj  which  I  hope  will  be  for  that  reason  excused. 
I  am  with  an  entire  Bespeot, 
Sir,  your  most  obcd. 

and  mo0t  humble  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
The  argument  before  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the> 
application  of  Charles  Julien  do  Longchamps  to  be  admitted  to  Bail, 
will  be  in  public  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  in  the  Assembly 
fioom  at  the  State  house. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  109.] 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Ministbr  of  United  NjaTHBBULNDs — 

LONQGHAMFS.   1784. 

The  President  presents  his  compliments  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him,  that  the  argument^ 
before  a  Jadge  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  application  to  bail  the 
person  who  insulted  Mr.  de  Marbois  wiU  be  in  public  this  afternoon: 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  Assembly  Boom  at  the  Statehouse, 

Thursday,  June  9d. 

[Letter  Book,  YoL  IL,  p.  109.] 


No.  2a.  . 

PbES.  DIOKIN0ON  TO  THE  MINISTER  OT  THE     UNITED  STetHEI^ 

tixms — LonfacB^VLTSf  1784. 

In  Connoil,  Philadelpha  June  Sdj  1784. 

Wn  baT6  iurf  atteniaTely  delibcmted  tipon  your  letter  of  tfae  dav 
before  yeeterdaj^*  and  are  extremlj  ooncemedt  hat  you  should  think 
yooraeff  obliged  to  depart  from  this  state  in  case  the  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  court  who  issued  a  writ  for  bringing  before  him  the  persoUi 
thai  insulted  Mr.  De  Marbois,  and  now  has  the  matter  in  ad?2Be^ 
ment  should  release  him  from  aetual  imprisonment. 

We  appeal  to  you  Sir,  as  a  Witness  of  tfae  Zeal  with  which  wer 
have  endeat oured  that  the  offender  should  be  dealt  with  as  the  law 
of  Nations  requires. 

If  the  judioia)  Authority  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  decide,  that 
he  ought  to  be  discharged  from  actual  imprisonment,  we  hope  the 
i^arastsBoes  which  we  shall  now  mention  will  have  weight.  First, 
that  it  is  the  fixed  Resolution  of  the  Executive  and  judicial  branches' 
of  Oovernment,  that  the  offender  shall  be  speedily  and  exemplarily 
punished.  We  have  yesterday  written  to  the  Judges  requiring 
them  to  proceed  to  the  Trial  with  all  the  dispatch,  that  our  legd 
rights^  will  permit,  and  we  believe,  it  will  take  place  in  twenty  daya. 
Secondly,  Thtki  the  Release  from  actual  imprisonment  being  the  act 
of  a  Superior  Judge,  must  be  regarded,  as  formed  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  Laws  of  this  state.  Thirdly,  that  such  Release  will  not  be 
a  discharge  of  the  offender  from  prosecution,  but  only  another  mode 
of  obligation,  and  that  conformably  to  the  said  constitution  and  laws 
for  compelling  him  to  abide  the  final  determination  in  his  offence 
and  binding  him  in  the  meantime  to  his  good  behaviour. 

Thus  Sir,  the  Business  is  proceeding  in  a  regular  train,  and 
without  delay  towards  an  adequate  punishment  of  the  criminal,^and 
we  purpose  immediately  to  call  together  the  General  Assembly,  that 
the  Legislative  authority  may  be  exerted  for  making  such  provisiooa 
as  the  novelty  and  Importance  of  the  case  may  require.  These 
being  the  steps  we  have  taken,  and  the  Resolutions  we  have  formed, 
and  convinced,  by  your  uniform  conduct,  of  your  disposition  to  culti- 
vate the  Friendship  so  happily  subsiatinc  between  their  High 
Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
th^  States,  we  finally  hope,  that  you  sir,  will  regard  the  measures 
adopted  as  a  commencement  of  that  satisfactory  reparation  which  it 
is  our  ardent  wish  and  shall  be  our  unremitting  endeavor  to 
accomplish,  and  that  the  magnanimity  of  their  High  mightinesaea 
will  justify  the  affectionate  construction,  which  you  shall  be  pleased 
to  put  upon  our  efforts,  and  the  opnrespondent  eff<eots  by  which  you 
ahdU  continue  to  honor  us  with  your  residence  among  us. 

*  See  page  477. 


To  your  knowledge,  sir,  of  the  law  of  Datiotui  and  the  luagefl  upon 
infracdons  thereof  we  entirely  and  cheerfdlly  refer  for  a  deoisioDy 
whether  aftec  the  communication  we  have  made,  the  Assnrancea  wa 
4ave  given  and  a  Consideration  of  all  oircumfonceB,  h  may  not  te 
oonsifitent  with  the  publio  oharaoter  yon  sustain  to  relieve  us  from 
the  pains  we  should  suffer  by  yourremoyal  from  the  State. 
I  have  the  Honor  1;0  be, 

with  sincere  es^m,  sir^- 
.    .  .  .your  most  obed.  &  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.*  . 
[LrtterB^k,  V/cjL  IL,  p.  no.] 


No.  24, 

JioNS.  n  Mabbois  TO  Pheb*  SK{KiiMO]f*-LoirQOiUMP0>  1784. 

To  his  Excellenoy,  the  President 

Fhiladelphm,  June  Si,  1784. 
8hr, 

Sinee  I  had  the  honor  to  ^write  to  your  Ezeellenoy  iUs  morning, 
I  compared  the  anonymous  letter  which  I  received  this  morning  at  9 
</clock,  with  another  one,  likewise  anonymous,  which  I  received  on 
the  nineteenth  of  May,  early  in  the  morning,  and  which  cotitains  an 
intimation  of  what  Mr.  de  Longchamps  executed  on  the  same  day.f 
If  you  think  proper,  Sir,  to  bring  the  author  to  a  Trial,  it  appearjai 
by  no  means  difficult  to  come  at  him,  as  the  servant  gave  me  his 
direction,  and  as  the  letters  may  serve  to  prove  his  handi^ritiDg. 
For  my  part  I  think  it  inay  famish  the  State  with  an  additional 
proof  that  the  insult  wa»  premeditated. 

With  gr6at  respect^  ' 

.  I  hayo  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

joar  Ez^Uenoy^mo.  obeA* 
'   .    and  ver^  hutiible  Bgr^anf;^ 
.     ,         .  i)E  MAItBOm  ' 

'    ■'       '  *  SeeCol.  Rel>.  Vol,  XV.,  p.  iac. 
.  J  .'.       t  S^o  Archiv^s^  Vol  X^  p.  4p8. / 

.;•>.;■•  '    /  •  .    ,.v   '  '  7  .  •  r '   • '      > 
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No.  25. 
r^REsiDENT  Dickinson  to  MiNisTsa  oi*  Francs— Lonqohamp^, 

To  the  MiniBter  of  France. 

In  Council, 

PhUadelpbia,  June  4, 1784. 
Sir,' 

We  should  have  <ioii«  ourselves  the  honor  of  answering  several 
days  ago  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  last  month,*  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  circumstances  in  which  the  affair  has  been  lately  involved  by 
the  interposition  of  the  judichd -authority ;  and  the  unhappy  event 
that  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of  this  interposition,  renders  it, 
we  apprehend,  now  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing  upon  the 
point  mentioned  in  that  letter. 

The  sheriff  had  conducted  the  offender  from  the  common  gaol  to 
•thc' house  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  order  to  an  enquhry 
and  decision  by  the  Judge,  whether  Bail  was  in  this  case  admissible^ 
and  as  he  was  carrying  him  back  to  prison,  he  in  a  very  artful  man- 
ner made  his  escape,  and  conceals  himself  so  that  he  has  not  been 
yet  seined  again.  Upon  receiving  information  hereof,  we  immedi- 
ately directed  the  Attorney  General  to  take  proper  measures  for 
prosecutiQg  any  persons  concerned  therein ;  have  ordered  the  depo- 
sitionsf  of  the  sheriff  and  other  witnesses  to  be  taken,  respecting  the 
same ;  and  have  issued  a  proclamation^  offering  a  reward  of  Five 
Hundred  Dollars,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  and 
a  further  rewfu'd  of  a  like  sum  for  apprehending  and  securing  the 
oriminal.  As  soon  as  the  above  mentioned  depositions  come  to  our , 
;hands  they  shall  be  communicated,  and  we  believe  they  will  satisfao- ' 
torily  prove  that  there  was  no  kind  of  collusion  between  any  offioer 
of  this  State  and  the  offender.  Yet,  in  whatever  manner  thia  es- 
cape has  been  effected,  we  cannot  but  be  extremely  concerned  that 
it  has  interrupted,  at  least  for  some  time,  our  endeavors  to  have  the 
law  of  nations  duly  asserted. 

The  subsequent  measures  which  we  have  adopted,  will,  we  doubt 
not,  be  considered  as  correspondent  to  our  uniform  prooeedings 
through  every  stage  of  thia  bnainesa  for  the  attainment  of  a  juat 
reparation. 

Perfectly  convinced,  Sir,  of  your  disposition  to  cultivate  the  Amity 
so  happily  subsisting  between  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  these 
States,  we  are  assured  that  a  truly  friendly  regard  will  be  had  for 

*  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  121,  Also  see  p.  478,  of  this  Vol. 
f  See  ArohiTos,  Vol.  X..  p.  271-274,  277. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  186. 
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our  refloliitioQB  and  measares  upon  tbis  extraordinuy  oooarion,  and 
that  the  magnanimitj  of  jour  Sovereign  will  justifj  the  moat  fkyor- 
able  construction  upon  our  efforts. 

With  great  esteenii  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  seryant, 

JDHN  DIOEINSOK* 

[Letter  Book,  Yd.  II.,  p.  112.] 


No.  26. 

SXCBBTABT  OF  CONQBXSS  TO  CoMMTCm  01*  THE  StATKS,  1784. 

Committee  of  the  States. 

June  4th,  1784. 
On  a  report  of  a  Committee,  to  wbom  was  referred  a  letter  of  tho 
twentj-eiglith  of  iHzyf^  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Couneil  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  on  motion  of  the  Delegates  of  the  State,  Resolved, 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  acquafnted  that  Congress  having 
.been  notified  by  the  Minister  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  of  the 
violation  of  the  Law  of  Natious  committed  by  a  subject  of  his  said 
Majesty  in  assaulting  Mr.  De  Marbois^  Consul  General  and  Secre- 
tary to  ike  said  Legation,  have  judged  it  proper  to  request  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  issue  their  procla- 
mations offering  a  Eeward  to  any  person  who  shall  discover  the 
.  offender,  so  tbat  he  might  be  apprehended  and  brought  to  condign 
punishment.  That  by  the  Proceedings  which  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  them,  the  President  and  Couocil  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  find  that  the  measures  pursued  by  them  perfectly  coin- 
cide with  those  recommended  by  Congress.  Tbat  the  Exertions  of 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Couocil  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania to'  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  preserve 
the  public  Repose,  and  to  assert  the  Law  of  Nations,  meet  the  full 
approbation  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  and  that  it  is  with 
singular  pleasure  they  reoeivc  this  fresh  instance  of  the  entire  Kegarxi 
of  the  President  an^  Council  of  tho  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  Union/ 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

Seeretary. 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  I,  p.  209.] 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  277. 
f  See  page  472.   - 
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.   No.  27. 

JUDGSB  OV  SaPREMX  GOURT  TO  PbBS.  DiOKINSON — ^LONGk 
CHAMPS,   1784. 

r  -  . 

Jiid^t  ^f  Saprene  Goart,  to  His  Ezoellenoy  John  Diokinsoo, 
Efiq-i  President. 

:  r  '  Keadlng;  June  7th,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  recermgyonr  Excellency's  letter  of  26th, 
May,*  on  the  8d  instant,  at  San  bury,  and  yonr  letter  of  the  20  th 
on  the  day  following,  and  this  day  we  received  yonr  letter  of  the 
second  instantf  at  this  place ;'  that  of  the  22d  of  May  did  not  come 
to  hand. 

Inclosed  herewith,  you  will  receive  our  present  opinion,  respectine 
the  demand  of  his  Exeellenoy  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  ox 
France,  of  the  person  of  de  Longchamps.  We  wish,  it  could  have 
been  «Hcb>  as  would  have  met  his  wishes,  hut  we  flatter  ourselves  he 
will  have  confidence  in  the  Justice  of  the  State,  when  he  reflects, 
that  its  principal  officers  have  a  most  cordial  attachment  to  his 
nation  and  a  very  particular  Begard  for  himself  and  3Ir.  De  Mar- 
bois,  we  have  issued  a  precept  for  holding  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  at  Philadelphia  on  the  24th  instant,  it  was  originally  re- 
turnable on  the  twenty  eight,  but  agreeable  to  your  desire,  we  have 
made  It  returnable  on  the  shortest  day  practicable. 

Among  a  variety  of  other  Prisoners  at  Sun  bury,  forty-flvepcreons 
were  indicted  for  a  riot,  assault  and  false  imprisonment  of  divers  In- 
habitants formerly  of  Connecticut,  and  five  officers  of  the  Garrison 
at  Wyoming  for  a  Rescue.  We  wish  most  sincerely,  there  was  no 
oanse  of  censure  of  the  officers  there,  both  civil  and  military.  Every 
thing  has  been  done  by  us  for  preserving  the  public  Tranquility  in 
that  county  that  we  could  think  of,  and  we  are  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  measures  pursued  will  answer  the  Ends  designed. 

It  was  concluded  to  be  unnecessary  to  send  an  Express  from 
Sunbury  through  this  Borough  to  Philadelphia,  as  we  set  off  for 
this  Place  on  Saturday,  and  arrived  here  early  this  morning.  The 
Bearer  of  our  dispatches  is  to  be  paid  Three  pounds^  seven  killings 
and  six  pence  for  the  Journey,  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  pay- 
ment of  that  sum,  and  some  addition  if  he  should  be  detained  by 
them. 

We  rest  assured  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased,  to  join  with 
your  Excellency  in  making  allowances  for  our  absence  from  Booka, 
our  divided  attention  occasioned  by  other  public  Business,  and  onr 
situation  in  every  respect.  .  There  biive  been  several  prosecutions  in 
England  for  Infractions  of  the  law  of  Nations,  which  in  some  degree 

*  See  page  467.  f  See  page  478. 
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siMWfiy  Aat  the  oftnees  of  this  kiad  are  ooMiderecL  is  done  t^ast 
the  State  where  they  were  eommitted,  and  we  do  net  find  that  any 
ooBiplaint  was  made  to  hie  Soyerei^  by  the  Count  de  Ouerehy, 
AnbaMidmr  from  France  (e  the  British  Ooart,  on  aeoemt  of  hie 
being  indicted  in  1764  for  a  conspincy  to  take  away  the  life  of 
tbe  Chevalier  IK  Bon.— *The  proeecntlon  ended  by  a  nolle  prosequi 
entered  by.  the  Attorney  Oeaeral  altera  solemn  Argument. 

We  beg  yon  will  make  our  best  oompliments  to  the  Heaomble^ 
the  Connelly  and  thatyoa  will  believe  us  to  be^  with  a  most  sincere 
ftttaohmenty 

Your  EzceUency  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
THOMAS  McEBAN, 
WILLM.  ATLEE, 
JACOB  RUSH. 
P.  S.  Be  so  kind  as  to  foi^iird  the  precept  to  the  Sheriff. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I.,  p.  18Q.] 


No.  28. 


Case. 

The  Honorable  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois  Consul  Oeneral  of 
France,  and  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  from  that  Kingdom  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  assaulted  and  stariolreii  with  acaae  in 
a  ]Hiblic  street  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  by  a  Frenohmaa  ealli<bf$ 
himself  and  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Chevalier  Charles  Julien  de 
Longcfaamps,  of  which  Mr.  Marbois  on  the  Nineteenth  May  las0 
made  oath*  before  a  magistrate  and  dso  required  the  surety  ef  ihe 
Peaee.  The  honorable  Judge  Bryan  thereupon  issued  his  precept 
on  the  twenty  first  and  caused  the  said  Longchamp  to  be  arrestsd/ 
and  en  the  twenty  second  took  his  ReeoguisaDoei  himself  In  a 
thonaand  Pounds,  with  two  su£Eicient  sureties  in  five  hdndi^ed 
Ponnds  each,  to  appear  and  answer  for  said  offence  at  the  next 
Coart  of  Oyer  &  Termduer^  aad  to  keep  the  Peace  Ac.,  in  Che  mean<< 
time,  and  then  issued  a  snpercedeas  to  all  warrants  touching  the 
premises.  '  On  the  19th  May,  fiis  Excellency  the  Chevalier  ,de  la 
Luzerne,  Minister  of  France  formally  requested  in  writing  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  that  the 
aforesaid  Longohamps  be  8eiz64  and  delivered  up  to  him  to  be  sent 
to  France,  as  a  person  who  wears  the  uniform  of  a  French  Regi- 
ment and  calls  himself  a  French  Officer.  He  has  resided  in  Phila- 
delphia about  eight  months  and  has  been  some  time  married  to  a 
young  woman  who  owns  some  Houses  there. 

*  See  page,  462,  471. 
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HdieiiiKM  Ui0  SapMne  JUAobtiife  QmiuH  e£  tfc«  Sttrte  «f  Pfm^ 
sylvaaia  propoae  ihe  twa  foUowing  quMtioaa  t/o  ^he  Jud^pes  thereof.  . 

lat,  WhiBther^  under  all  Ihe  GirennsUboeB  of  Ihie  Oasa  the  mA 
ConiHul  eaa  If^aUj  eeose  the  offendei  and  impriaaii  bbn,  'till  Ui 
trial  or  fof  a  sb<i(icier  period  1 

2d,  Whether,  under  all  the  einonmstalitea  of  ifaifi.caie.  they  oaa 
legally  deliver  hin  to  the  miuieter  of  f'wide,  aeooidlkig  ta.ihedaim' 
tii%  iy  hixsu 

Anawcnr  «f  the  Judges. 

Wo  have  considered  the  qneetioBs  abave  proposed,  ae  fallj  as  our 
situation 'at  Sunburj  on  the  Circuit  (beiug  constantly  interrupted 
with  other  business;  and  without  Books)  and  the  '  Expedition  ex- 
pected from  uh.  will  permit,  and  are  at  present  of  opinion. 

1st,  That  Council  catiuot  by  the  Laws  of  this  State  detain  him 
in  prison  till  his  Trial^  or  for  a  shgif^  P^r^^r  after  he  has  bfen 
bailed  on  a  habeas  corpus,  whether  he  be  considered  as  a  citiien  of 
the  State  or  an  a)ien  only,  friendly  aliens  owe  a  local  and  tem- 
porary allegiance  to  the  cotaimonwealth,  and  in  Betum  are  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  Benefit  of  the  Laws. 

2dlyy  That  they  cannot  legally  deliver  him  up  to  the  minister  of 
France  sccording  to  the  claim  made  by  him.  Mr.  de  Marbois  is  a 
public  character  of  great  importance  and  entitled  to  a  great  Respect 
but  he  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a  public  minister,  representing  the 
person  of  his  Sovereign  (a  Pro  Rex,)  and  if  he  were,  we  know  of  no 
iDsttoee  within  the  present  century,  where  am  oiflciider  like  the 
prosent,  wa^  sent  to  the  Country  of  the  publio  minister  for  puiurii* 
aienti  The  Cwr  Petor  did  not  demand  the  persona  who  arrested 
his  ambessador,  te  be  delivered  up  to  him  — and  the  Chevalier 
jy  BoD^  a  JBYentbmani  was  tried  and  punished  in  Bngland  lor  a 
seandelens  and  in&mous  Libel  upon  the  Count  d&  Goerohy,  Ehn* 
bwsniog  fipom  Franoe  at  the  British  Court  in  1764.  The  Praotioe 
of  netiiens  appears  to  us  to  be  an  appeal  to  the  Justice  of  the  Country 
where  insults  and  Injuries  have  been  offered  to  the  publie  ministen 
"  ef ,  ell  Raaks.  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Consular  power  may 
extend  to  esses  of  this  kind,  between  subjects  of  the  same  Sofvereiga 
by  a  pnrticnlar  convention  or  Treaty,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
sneh  between  His  meet  christian  majesty  and  the  United  States. 

THO.  McKEAN. 
WILM.  ATLEB, 
JACOB  BUSH. 

[Letter  Book;  YoL  L,  p.  190.] 
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1784. 

To  HutBzoeUeocjy  the  PMidtiii* 

PhiiaMplia,  Jan*  10^  1784. 
fiir,  ... 

The  Cbevalier  d' Anmonrs,  Oounl  o£  His  MnjetiY  to  the  fitttttef 
Maryland imd  Virgiiik,  is  arriTcd  Iwre  at  my  Kaqveat,  to. receive 
the  cbarg^8  and  depaeitioiLi  against  Cbaries  Jnlien  Loogrhamps.  He 
will  also  hear  the  prieoeer  in  his  defeooe,  and  communicate  to  him 
the  Charges  brodght  against  bim,  in  order  that  he  may  make  bis  ob- 
jectionsy  if  be  hastily.  I  desire- you  will  be  eo; obliging  as  to  give 
directions  for  the  admission  of  the  Chevalier  d'  Anmoors  at  the  Oaol 
where  the  prisoner  is  detained. 

'  Will  yon  be  so  kind,  Sir,  as  to  retnm  to  me  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  Congress,  vith  the  proclamation  of  that  Assemblyi 
dated  29ih  of  May  ?  When  Mr.  da  Marbois  oommun|eated  thevif  tbt 
shortness  of  the  time  did  not  allow  hioLto  have  any  Copy  taken ; 
they  are  now  essential  to  us. 

With  great  asspeot,  Slr^ 

your  very  humble  and  obed.  servt., 

LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

[Letter  Book^  Vol.  I.,  p.  194. 
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MiNISTEB  Of  FaANGS  TO  PbESIBBNT  DiOKIVSON — LoSOOHAHBk 

1784.^ 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President 

PhiladeYphia,  June  14, 1784. 
Sir, 

Being  ready  to  leave  this  Continent,  I  must  remind  your  Excel* 
lenoy  of  ray  former  Requisitions,  relating  to  the  crimes  oommitted 
by  Longchamps.  You  have  declared  to  me  in  several  writings  and 
by  word  of  mouth,  a  firm  Resolution  to  give  a  satisfaction  propor- 
tionahle  to  the  greatness  of.  the  oiTence  against  the  Law  of  Nations. 
I  entirely  depend  and  expect  that  whilst  this  satisfaction  is  in  the 
power  of  the  State,  the  necessary  measures  will  be  taken  to  preserve 
the  Union  and  good  Understanding  between  the  King  and  the  United 
States.    The  Congress  hato  mfide  known  their  IntentionB  on  this 
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snbjeoty  and  I  will  hftsten,  at.tny  arriyal  io  France,  to  annoanoe  to 
my  Goart  that  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  bat  the  Oommonwealth  of 
Penney Uania.  will  shew  the  same  Baipect  for  Jnatiee  and  the  Lain 
of  Nations. 

In  the  persoasion  that  Longohamps  would  be  given  np  to  m j  dis- 
posaly  I  eansed  prbeeedinge  to  be  begun  aeoording  to  the  Oonsularj 
Forms.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  copies  of  the  process  com- 
pared and  Certified  by  me,  and.  to  give  you  notice  that'several  Wit* 
nessee  who  have  deposed  in  this  information^  leave  this  city  and 
oeimty  on  the  twentieth  of  this  month. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  respectfnl  attachment  Sir, 
your  Ezcellenoy^s  most  humble  ft  obedient  servant, 
LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 
[Letter  Book,  ToL  L,  p.  195.] 
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PBEfln)KNf   Dickinson    to   this    Judges   of    thx   SuPBXBfE 
CouET. — Longohamps,  1784. 

To  the  Honorable;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Gonrt 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  June  2%  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Being  informed  by  the  Attorney  General  that  the  offences  of 
Charles  Julien  Longohamps  in  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations  are 
ascertained  and  verified  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  we  Uiink  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  this  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness, again  to  address  you  on  this  very  important  affair. 

We  now  inclose  a  letter  of  the  nineteenth  of  May  from  the  late 
Minister  of  France,  requiring  the  offender  to  be  sent  to  that  king* 
dom.*  This  demand  has  been  frequently  and  earnestly  repeated. 
The  Case  is  fully  stated  in  that  letter,  and  we  understand  that  the 
Truth  of  the  material  circumstances  so  stated  has  been  established 
upon  the  TfiaL  The  Law  of  Nations  making  part  of  our  Common 
I^iw,  and  we  extremely  desirous  that  ample  reparation  should  bo 
made  for  the  late  outrages  committed  within  this  State,  it  will  be 
necessary,  before  any  other  step  is  taken,  to  consider  what  the  Law 
of  Nations  requires  in  eimiUr  cases. 

This  affiiir  much  concerns  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  United 
States  in  general  and  of  this  State  in  particular,  and  will  be  can- 
vassed. 

We  therefore  wish  that  you,  Gentlemen,  would  be  pleased  to  take 
into  mature  consideration^  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  deter* 
*  See  page  463* 
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nilM-^Iinty  whethw  Ohvlei  Jnlien  Lonfjehraipt  Mn  be  legtily 
delivered  up  by  Gonnoil  aoooxding  to  the  claim  made  by  the  late 
MiidateBr  of  Fraaoe. 

Seebndly,  If  he  eannot  be  thw  delifered  up,  whether  hii  ofleneee 
in  Tiolaliott  of  the  Law  of  Nations  being  now  aaeertained  and  Teri- 
iied  aooonUng'to  the  Laws  of  thia  Oommonwealtb,  he  ooght  not  be 
impciaoned  until  hia  Moat  Gfanatian  Idajeaty  ahall  deebre  that  the 
Repavation  ia  aadafactory.  Thirdly,  if  he  can  be  thna  itnpriaoned, 
whether  aay  legal  aot  oao  be  done  by  Gonnml  for  eanaing  him  te  be 
ao  imprisoned. 

I  am  with  Ihe  greatest  Eateem,  Oentlemen, 

your  moat  obed.  and  moat  homble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  H.,  p.  114.] 
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''  Case  stated,  on  which  the  opinion  of  the  Jndlges  is  requested  by 
hia  Ezoelleney  the  President,  &  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Coaneil  ef  Pennsylvania. 

<*  Charles  JuKen  de  Longoharops,  on  the  17th  May,  17S4,  unlaw- 
Iblly  and  insolently  threate^  and  menaced  bodily  harm  and  violence 
to  the  person  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois,  Secre- 
tary'to  the  Legation  firom^Pranoe,  and  Consul  Oeneral  of  France  tq 
the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  mansion  House  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France;  and  on  the  19th  day  of  the  same 
month  committed  an  assault  and  Battery,  in  a  public  street  in  Phila- 
delphia, upon  the  said  Francis;  For  both  which  offences  he  was 
arrested,  imprisoned,  indicted  .by  the  Grand  Jury,  tried  &  convicted 
by  the  petty  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  General  Gaol 
delivery,  held  by  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania at  Philadelphia,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  following.  Upon  the  trial  it 
appeared  in  evidence  ihat  the  defendant  was  a  Frenchman,  bad 
arrived  in  the  State  of  Pennsa.  between  seven  &  eight  months 
before  the  outrage ;  had  married,  and  on  the  18th  day  of  May 
hath  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  that 
he  had  borne  a  Commission  of  Sub-Lieutenant  of  Horse  in  the 
Army  of  France,  and  had  got  the  order  of  Chevalier  St.  Philip  in  a 
principaKty  in  Germany,  and  that  the  offences  for  which  he^was  in-  • 
dieted  were  committed  without  the  least  provocation.  When  the 
Defendant  was  first  apprehended  and  put  in  prison,  the  Minister  of 
France,  in  a  memorial,  dated  the  19th  day  of  May,  and  presented  to 
bis  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  complained  of  the  aforesaid  cz- 
and  outrage  as  a  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  demanded 
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bim  M  %  FreBohiBMi  wko  appeated  in  kit  HofVM  i«  iBriiattit^f  t 
French  Begimeoi,  &  oalied  himBelf  mn  Offieer  in  Ihe  Troops  of  his 
Majedfcj,  to  be  delivered  up  to  him,  to  be  Beoi  to  Fnnoe  |  of  whiah 
the  Jiulgsa  then  an  the  oiroait  ware  immadiataljr  infbrmed  by  Bx* 
praaa,  Aftor  the  verdiet,  finding  tha  defiendaat  gnilty  of  both  the 
ofeoaea  whereof  he  waa  ohacged,  and  before  the  day  iixed  by  the 
JodgM  for  paaaing  aantenee,  William  Bradford,  Jnar.,  Eac^iie,  At- 
torney Oenenl,  moraed  .the. President  and  Safsame  fixaanli^ 
QowiqU  of  the  aitmtio&.of  the  boauiaBS  in  Oo«rt|  ivho  IherMpaDi 
via.;  the  26th  day  of  June,  wrote  to  the  JudgeSi  remidding  tliaai  of 
the  aforesaid  demand  of  the  Miniater  of  Franee,  ft  aeqnainting  Uiem 
that  the  said  demands  had  been  fireqnently  sAd  earnestly  repeated, 
and  that  they  were  informed  by  the  Attorney  General  that  the  tmth 
of  the  material  oircnmstaaoes  stated  by  the  Minister  had  been  estab- 
lished on  the  Trial.  The  Council  therefore  wished  that  the  Judges 
would  be  pleased  to  take  into  mature  oonsideration,  and  in  the  moat 
solemn  mauner  to  determine. 

First,  Whether  Charles  Julien  da  Longchamps  can  be  legally 
delivered  up  by  Connoil,  aocording  to  the  ohum  made  by  the  late 
,  Minister  of  Franoe  f 

Secondly,  If  he  cannot  be  thus  delivered  npy  whether  his  offenaei 
in  violation  of  the  Law  of  Nations  beiug  now  aseartained  and  verified 
aooording  to  the  Lawa  of  this  GommdnweaHht  he  onght  nel  to  be 
imprisoned  until  his  most  Christian  Uijeaty  shall  declare  that  tha 
Reparation  is  satisfactory  ? 

Thirdfy.  If  he  can  be  thus  imprisoned,  whether  any  legal  aaieaa 
he  done  by  Council  for  causing  him  to  bo  so  itnpriaoned  ? 


No.  88. 

Answu  or  THB  Judo  18* 

''In  compliance  with  the  request  of  bis  Excellency  the  President 
&  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  we  poatponed 
passing  sentence  upon  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps  until  we  had 
maturely  considered  the  three  Questions  above  proposed  for  our  de* 
termination.  On  the  tenth  and  twelfth  days  of  July,  the  several 
questions  wore  argued  before  the  Court  by  five  Counsel,  two  for  the 
affirmative  and  three  on  the  negative  side.  We  have  kept  the 
matter  under  advisement  until  this  day^  and  now  deliver  our  opinion 
thereoif. 

1.  And  to  the  first  question,  we  answer.  That  it  is  our  epiniom 
that  in  this  case  Charles  Julien  de  Longchamps  cannot  be  legally 
delivered  up  by  Council  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the  Miniater 
of  Franoe.  Though  we  think  that  cases  may  occur  where  Council 
could;  pro  bono  pi^)licO|  and  to  prevent  atrodona  o&nden  ofading 


snof sxirriunii  akchxyib  itsl        at 

ymlhiDfii^  dttUvte  tbdiii  np  to  Mie  Jitttiot  of  Uie  Oouitiy  to'wUoli 
thej  beloDgy  or  where  the  ofenoee  were  committed. 

fiu  £iiiuflfcMBQts  mnafc  be  iaiieted  in  the  aaae  oomirj  where  the 
oiiminals  were  tried  and  convicted,  nnlen  the  Reeerd  of  the.  atteibder 
le  Tbooiofed  into  the  Supreme  Conrti  whioh  may  award  «cec«tioii  in 
ihe  ooiualj  where  it  sita }  they  mast  be  flooh  aa  the  laws  eocpretdi/ fHr^ 
mr€m  ;  ^er  when  bo  stated  or  fixed  judgment  is  directed  aeeoidiiBg  ta 
the  legal  diterttk^  of  the  Court|  but  judgments,  aiad  he  eertain  asA 
^jmUe  in  aU  reapeota  Therefore,  we  oonoiude  that  the  defendaBft 
eatmot  he-  imprisoned  nntil  hia  most  Ghriattan  Majesty  shall  dedsn 
tiiat  the  reparalian  is  aatitfaetory. 

8.  The '  answer  to  the  last  Qoestion  is  rendened  nBiieoessavy  hji 
the  ftbote  answer  to  the  second  (mow 

THOMAS  MoKBAN, 
GEORGE  BRYAN. 

Philadelphia^  October  the  sizthi  1784. 

.'  I  was  not  present  at  the  argument  respecting  the  aboTe  qnestiona,^ 
but  considering  the  qaestiona  as  stated^  concur  with  my  Brethrea  iA 
opinion. 

WILLUM  ATLEE. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol/ II.,  p.  272.] 


•No.  34. 

Sl^NTXNbs   OP  LOSKIQHAMP0,  1784. 

The  following  Paper  was  presented  to  Conneil  by  the  Honosable 
The  Chief  Justice.  > 

In  Gonrt  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  Gaol  deliyery  at 
Philadelphia,  Oct.  17, 1784. 


Indietnent  for  an  Infiraedoa  * 
>  of  the  laws  of  Nations  and  for  nii 
Assault  &  Battwy. 


Commowealth  of  Pennsylvania,  ^ 
vs 
Chevalier  Charles  Julien  de 
Longchamps. 

Senteaeci  of  the  Co«rt  delivered  by  Chief  Justice  MoKean.         ' 

To«  have  been  indicted  for  nolawCuUy  and  viotenlly  threatniag  and 
sneaaeing  bodly  harm  and  violence  to  the  person  of  the  hoiimmbli6 
Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois,  Secretary  to  the  Lection  frmii  Fraaod 
and  Consul  General  of  France  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
the  xiiansiioin  House  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Vranee;  and 
for  M  awaolt  and  battery  committed  uj^a  the  said  Seeeetaiy  apd 
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Oonral  in  a  jmhfio  street  in  tiuT  Oity.  To  this  Iiididtmeat  you^  brntr 
pleaded  that  you  were  not  gailty,  and  for  Trial  pot  yoomlf  upoit 
the  Country;  an  unbiasBed  Jary,  upon  a  fair  Trial  and  okar  evi- 
denoe,  have  found  yon  guilty. 

These  offenoes  having  hiem  thus  legally  asoertained  and  ized 
upon  you,  Hia  Ezoellenoy  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  attontive  to  the  Honor  and  Interest  of 
the  State  were  pleased  to  inform  the  Judges  of  this  Cent t,  as  they 
had  frequently  done  before,  that  the  minister  of  Fnmoe  had  earnestly 
npeated  a  demand  that  yon,  having  appeared  in  \kiB  honns  in  the 
uniform  of  a  French  Regiment,  and  having  called  yourself  an  offieer 
in  the  Troops  of  his  Majesty,  shoold  be  delivered  up  to  him.  for 
these  outrages  as  a  Frenchman  to  be  sent  to  France;  and  wished  nn 
in  this  stage  of  your  prosecution,  to  take  into  mature  considerationi 
and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  determine. 

Istj  Whether  you  could  be  legally  delivered  up  by  Counoily  ae- 
oording  to  the  claim  made  by  the  late  minister  of  Fnmoe  t 

2ud,  If  you  could  not  be  thus  legally  delivered  up  whether  your 
effenoes  in  violation  of  the  law  of  Nations  being  now  ascertained;  and 
verified  according  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  you  ought  not 
to  be  imprisoned,  until  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  decla^,  thai 
the  Reparation  is  satisfactory. 

And  8dly.  If  you  can  be  thui  imprisoned,  whether  any  legal  Aei 
can  be  done  by  Council,  for  causing  you  to  be  so  imprisoned  ? 

To  these  Questions  we  have  given  the  following  answers  in  writing. 

<^  In  compliance  with  the  Request  of  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
^'  dent,  and  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  we  post- 
<<pon^  passing  sentence  up<m  Charles  Julien  de  Longchampa 
<^  until  we  had  maturely  considered  the  three  questions  above  pro- 
tt  posed  for  our  determination,  on  the  10th  and  12th  days  of  July, 
^Hhe  several  questions  were  argued  before  the  Court  by  five  Counsel, 
'^'two  fbr  the  afBrmative  and  three  on  the  negative  side,  we  havc^ 
^'  kept  the  matter  under  advisement  until  this  day,  and  now  deliver 
^  our  opinion  thereupon.^' 

let,  **  And  as  to  the  first  Qaestion;  we  answer.  That  it  is  onr 
'^  opinion,  that  in  this  case  Charles  Julien  de  Longt^amps  cannot  be 
^'  legaily  ddivered.by  Council,  according  to  the  claim  made  by  the 
f<  minister  of  France.  Tho'  we  think  cases  may  occur  where 
'<  Council  could  pro  bono  publico,  and  to  prevent  atrocious  offenders 
^'  evading  punishment,  deliver  them  up  to  the  Justice  of  the  Country 
'^  to  whidi  they  belong  or  where  the  ofiences  Were  committed." 

2dly  ''  Punishments  must  be  iufiicted  in  the  same  county,  where 
^^  the  Criminals  were  tried  and  convicted,  unless  the  Record  of  the 
^attainter  be  removed  into  the  supreme  Court,  which  may  award 
'<  Execution  in  the  County  where  it  sits ;  they  must  be  such  as  the 
^  laws  expressly  prescribe,  or  where  no  stated  or  fixed  Judgement 
'Misdirected,  according  to  the  legal  discretion  of  the  ceuH;  hfQl 
*Mjndgne&ta  must  beeertaiA  and  definite. In  all  xei^eotB,  thciiiefeie 
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'^web(mdni%  that  ifae  dMamltnt  eaimol  be  inprMonedtnitii'  hid 
**  moei  CfarMan  mAJMty  »htll  %olftrd  tiial  the  SepveMBtatioD  la 
^saiiafteloirj/' 

Sdly,  *^  The  anmer  tothe  kst  qnMtm  is  yendered  ■mwwomiy 
^  by  (he  above  alivwer  ta  the  Mooad  one.'' 

PhiladelpMa,  October  6,  1784: 

The  fonegoiog  anawers  baying  been  given,  it  only  lemaiD^  Sot  tbe 
Court  to  nronoonce  aentenoe  upon  you.  This  sentence  mnet  be 
governed  by  a  due  eonsideratioii  of  tbe  enormity  and  dai^erous 
tendency  of  the  offenoes  you  have  committed,  of  the  wilfulness,  de* 
liberation  and  malice  where  with  they  were  done,  of  the  quality  and  d^ 
giee  of  the  offended  and  offender,,  the  provocation  giveU)  and  aUothcgr 
circumstances  which  may  any.  way  aggravate  or  extenuate,  tbe  guilt. 

The  first  crime  in  the  indictment  is  an  infraction  of  the  Iiaws  of 
natioos.  Tbia  l4aw  in-  ita  full  extent  is  part  of  tbe  liaw  of  this 
State,  and  is  to  be  collected  from  tbe  pnuHice  of  the  different  Natioi^ 
and  the  authority  of  writers. 

The  person  of  a  public  minister  is  saored  &  inviolable,  who  ever 
offers  any  violence  to  him,  not  only  affronts  the  Sovereign  lie  repn^ 
aeota,  but  also  hurts  the  common  safety  and  well  toeing  of  nations; 
he  is  guilty  of  a  crime  against  the  whole  world. 

All  the  reasons  which  establish  the  IndependeneQr  and  inviola- 
bility of  a  minister,  apply  likewise  to  secure  the  immunities  of  bis 
House,  It  is  to  be  defended  from  all  outrage ;  it  is  under  a  peculiar 
protection  of  the  laws^  to  invade  its  free£>m  is  a  oorime  against  the 
state  and  all  other  nations. 

The  comites  of  a  minister  or  those  of  his  Train  partake  also  of  his 
inviolability.  The  independency  of  a  minister  extends  to  all  his 
household,  these  are  so  connected  with  him  that  they  enjoy  hia 
priveleges  and  follow  his  Fate. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Embassy  haa  his  Commission  from  the 
Sovereign  himself;  he  is  the  most  distinguished  character  in  the 
suite  of  a  public  minister,  and  is  in  some  instances  considered,  as  a 
kind  of  a  publie  minister  himself.  '  Is  it  not  then  nn  extraordinary 
insult  to  use  threats  of  bodily  harm  to  his  person  in  the  domicil 
of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  T  If  this  is  tolerated,  his  Freedom  of 
Conduct  is  taken  away,  the  Business  of  his  Sovereign  cannot  be 
transacted,  and  his  dignity  and  Grandeur  will  be  tarnished. 

Tou  then  have  been  guilty  of  an  atrocious  violation  of  the  Law  of 
Nations,  you  have  grossly  insnlted  Gentlemen,  the  peouliav  objects 
of  this  law ;  Gentlemen  of  amiable  characters,  and  highly  esteemed 
by  tbd  Gofenunciit  of  thia  State  in  a  most  wanton  and  unprovoked 
manner ;  and  it  is  become  the  Interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  Govarn- 
ment  to  aniniadtert  upon  youroenduoi  with  a  beooiiing  aavanty, 
.M#h  tt  aeireaity  as  may  tend  to  tehtm  youaaelf,  t»  deter  otlieis  ftom 
:ihe  jaomMiMaao  ai  the  lifae  Crime,  preserve  the  •  boner  of  ^be  8ta«e 
and  maintain  Peace  with,  our  great  lua^  Good  ally,  and  the  whole  world. 
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A  wiong  opiBion  bad  been  eotertamed'conoeTtiing  tbe  oondoot  df 
Lard  (%tef  Jastice  Holt  and  the  Ooart  of  King's  Bench  in  Englandi 
in  the  noted  case  of  the  Russian  Ambassador.  Thej  detained  thoa 
offenden  after  oonyietion  in  prison  from  term  to  term  until  the  Gsar 
Peter  was  satisfied  withotit  ever  prooeediDg  to  Judgment  f  and  firom 
this  it  has  been  inferred  that  the  ooart  doubted  whether  they  oould 
inflict  any  punishment  for  an  Infraction  of  the  Law  of  Nations.  But 
this  was  not  the  Reason.  The  Gotrt  never  doubted  that  the  Law  qt 
Nations  formed  a  part  of  the  Law  of  England,  and  that  a  violation  of 
this  General  Law  could  be  punished  by  them.  But  no  punishment  less 
than  death  would  have  been  thought  by  the  Czar  an  adequate  repa- 
ration for  the  Arrest  of  his  Ambassador.  This  Punishment  they 
could  not  inflict,  and  such  a  sentence  as  they  oould  have  given,  Ho 
might  have  thought  a  fresh  insult;  another  expedient  was  therefore 
ihllen  upon. 

However,  the  Princes  of  the  World  at  this  ddy  are  more  enlight- 
ened, and  do  not  require  impracticable  or  unreasonable  Reparations 
for  injuries  of  this  kind. 

The  second  offence  charged  in  the  indictment  named  the  Assault 
ft  Battery,  needs  no  observations. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  the  Court,  after  a  most  attentive  consideration 
of  every  circumstance  in  this  case,  do  award  and  direct  me  to  pro- 
nounce the  following  sentence : 

That  you  pay  a  Fine  of  one  hundred  French  crowns  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, that  you  be  imprisoned  until  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
1786,  which  wHl  make  a  little  more  than  two  years  imprisonment 
in  tbe  whole;  that  you  then  give  good  security  to  keep  the  peace 
and  be  of  good  behaviour  to  all  public  Ministers,  Secretaries  to 
Embassies,  and  Counsuls,  as  well  as  to  all  the  liege  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  space  of  seven  years  by  entering  into  a  Recognisance, 
yourself  in  one  thousand  Pound,  and  two  sureties  in  five  hundred 
pounds  each ;  that  you  pay  the  costs  of  this  Prosecution^  and  remain 
committed  until  this  sentence  is  complied  with.* 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  L,  p.  259-262.] 
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MoNau  Dk  Ma&boib  to  Pebsidknt  PicxiNaaN^  1784. 

To  Fis  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President. 

Philadelphia,  2»tb  December,  1784.   * 
Sir, 

A  sailor,  a  deserter  firom  the  ship  Venus,  wfaioh  is  nodeir  Fireneh 
.colors,  and  the  papers  whereof  ait  deposited  in  the  Omsnlar  Ofiea, 
has  fXNnpluned  io  a  jnstioe  of  the  peaee  of  somd  iU  tvealmtnl  wbieh 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  p.  WO. 
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he  sajB  he  has  received  from  the  mate  of  the  veseel,  a  ooUBtable  was 
ordered  to  arrest  the  Officer,  aad  in  fact  did  brioff  him  before  Mr. 
laaao  Howell^  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  That  magistrate  demaodod 
of  Jhim  seeuriiy  to  a{>pear  aad  answer  the  charges,  but  as  it  is 
probable  that  Mr.  Howell  is  not  informed  that  the  vessel  is  under 
French  colors,  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint 
h\tk  wilb  this  dnnimstaiice,  that  he  may  discharge  Mr.  Antoine 
Etnnno  from  his  arcesty  and  as  to  the  difficulty  between  this  officer 
and  his  saileti  I  shall  take  cognisance  of  it,  tiUMr  oaose  jwtiee  to 
be  done  to  the  sailor  if  be  has  besQ  ill  used,  or  to  hairehim  pwnshed 
•a  a  d^serter|  if  he  shenld  deserve  it. 
I  ^m,  with  respect^  Sir^ 
joiar  Exoellene/smo.  obedient  ft  atto/hnmb.  servant, 

DE  MARBOIS> 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  286.] 
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No.  1. 

Council  to  Ezekiel  Bobins,  1782, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  29, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  OoHQSii  propose  to  send  to  yobr  ci^,  by  permission  of  8fr 
Ouy  OsrUon,  ifsneh  permission  shall  be  obtained,  a  small  sloop  with 
200  bsmsls  of  Flour  and  100  Bosbels  of  Potatoes,  for  the  relief  of 
<)^*;«rtffa  of  this  State  who  are  among  the  msrine  prisoners  at  New 
York.  A  part  of  the  flour  it  is  proposed  shall  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
dace  theseof  i^pfied  in  purchasing  dothine  for  those  who  stamd  in 
need  of  them,  and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  on  board  the  Hospital 
Ship.  The  remainder  of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to'^be  diiBtributed 
in  weekly  allowance  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  may  require.  Upon 
inquiring  for  a  soitable  person  to  whose  caro  this  business  may 
safely  be  committed,  you  have  been  mentioned  as  a  ffontleman  whoso 
humanity  would  induce  you  to  conduct  it,  a  reasonable  compensation 
being  allowed  for  your  trouble.  We  therefore  apply  to  yott  to  know 
if  you  will  undertake  it,  and  request  yon  will  please  let  us  have  jour 
answer  by  the  return  of  .the  Flag  by  which  this  shall  be  sent. 
I  am  with  doe  Regard; 

your  very  humble  servant, 

TIMOTHY  MATLACK, 
Directed^  Secretary. 

To  Mr.  Ezekiel  Robins,'*'  New  York. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  8.] 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  291. 

t  See  his  reply  in  Vol.  IX.,  pp.  675,  677,  756,  and  Vol.  X.,  pp.  26,  218. 
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No.  2. 

PbKSIBXNI  DlOKINfiON  ITO  OeNIBAL  WiLSHIMCrrQV,  1782. 

Ja  Couacil, 

Philftda.4  NmiDber  30, 1762. 

'  A  aeiaornl  friMi  Ciiisdns  of  PennsylTimiay  who  are  among  fhe 
.Manna  PriaoneM  at  New  York,  has  been  laid  before  ibis  boaM, 
representing  their  distresses  are  very  great,  arising  from  the  waiit  of 
a  proper  supply  of  food,  as  well  as  of  Clothing ;  another  ease  being 
laid  hefore  the  Oeneiat  Assembly,  aenm  of  money  hae  Heen  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  supplying  their  wants,  inolnding  those  who 
are  on  board  the  Hospital  Ship. 

This  the  Council  have  agreed  to  lay  out  in  200  barrels  of  flour, 
and  one  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes,,  and  to  send  them  to  New  York 
on  board  the  sloop  Cohanzey,  burthen  about  thirty  Tons,  navigated  by 
four  men,  and  commanded  by  John  Kemp.  They  propose  to  sell  a  part 
of  the  flour  there,  and  with  the  produce  to  purchase  clothing  for  the 
prisoners  who  may.be  in  want,  and  necessaries  for  the  sijk ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  flour  and  the  potatoes  to  be  distributed  among  them 
in  weekly  allowances.  In  order  to  efleet  this  we  solicit  your  Ezeel- 
leney'a  intereat  with  Sir  Ouy  Carlton  to  obtain  a  passport  for  that 
vessel.  The  advanced  season  of  the  year  will  not  admit  of  any  delay, 
4U)d  the  object  is  beeome  so  interesting  to  hunaniky  aa  to  ijidace  ua 
to  make  this  request  as  being  the  moat  likely  to  be  sucaesafiiL 

It  is  proposed  to  eommil  this  little  cargo  to  the  care  of  Eiekiel 
Bobins,  of  New  York,  to  whom  we  beg  yon  will  pieaae  to  older  the 
inolosed  letter  to  be  forwarded. 

Your  EaoeUenoy'a  well  known  benevoleooe  wiD  ap)logi8e  for  the 
trouble  we  give  you  in  this  bosiness. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  esteem  &  regard, 

your  Ezcelleney's  most  obed.  humble  servt^ 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DirteiBdy 

His  Excellency,  General  Washington. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  4.] 
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i 
Instruotions  t0  CASruAis  John  Kxup,  1782. 

In  Counoil, 
-  Phifii^lphhi^  Dee.  27;  l^TSS. 

Sir, 

As  soon  na  you  have  received  on  Board  Two  hundred  Barrels  of 
Floar  and  one  Hundred  Bushels  of.  Potatoes,  jou  are  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  <nty  of  New  York  as  a  flag,  under  the  protection 
of  the  passes  enclosed  herewith..  The  one  from  Bear  Admiral 
Digby,  the  other  from  this  board.  You  are  not  to  permit  any  other 
person  to- go  U  N«w  York  on  board  th«  i^op  under  your  command 
except  the  four  seamen  expressed  in  the  permit,  and  on  your  arrival 
there  you  are,  through  the  officers  of  the  Guard  Ship,  to  report 
yourself  to  Admiral  Digl^- 

The  inclosed  letter,  with  your  cargo,  including  the  duuaage,  you 
are  to  deliver  to^  Mr.  Eaekiel  H^bbinsy  of  the  Oity  of  New  York, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  same,  &  immediately  return  to  this  oky.. 
But  should  any  accident  have  happeDed  which  shall  prevent  Mr. 
Bobbins  receiving  your  cargo,  in  such  case  yoa  are  to  in<|uire  for 
some  other  suitiq^le  person,  and  in  like  manner  deiiver  the  cargo 
into  his  care,  together  with  the  instructions  directed  to  Mr.  Bobbins, 
for  bis  directions  in  the  disposal  of  it.  You  are  in  aU  respects  to- 
cqnduot  youraetf  according  to  the  Laws  &  usages  of  nations  respect- 
ing flags. 

I  am,  with  due  regard  &  esteem, 

your  most  obed.  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed  J 

To  Captain  John  Kemp,  commanding  the  schooner  Cohanscy. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  11.] 


No.  4. 

President  l)idKiNS0N  to  Governob  Habeison,  1783. 

Philadelphia,  March,  27th,  1788.     ' 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  22d  Instant^  the- 
General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  approved  &  coni^rmed  the 
line  lately  run  by  Messrs.  Nevill  &  McGlean,  as  the  boundaries  be- 

♦  See  VoL  IX.,  pp.  674,  677,  756 ;  Vol.  X.,  p.  218 ;   Col.  Bw.,  Vol.  XIH. 
pp.447,iW-9. 
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tweeii  this  State  and  that  of  Virguiiay  nniil  the  fiaal  settlemeiit 
thereof  be  obtained. 

I  am,  ^ith  Teiy  great  esteem.  Sir, 

your  most  obed«  humble  servaDt, 
Directed,  JOHN  DICKINSON, 

His  BzceilenoTt  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Virginia. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  H.,  p.  24.] 


No.  5. 
Sbo't  Abmstbono  to  Comm's  oj  Taxi%  1783. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  May  20th,  1788.     . 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  direotions  of  G<mnon  to  repeat  th<»ir  wiahee  and  eom- 
mands,  that  every  possible  exertion  be  made  in  the  oc^leelion  of 
pdblic  Taxes.  This  object,  always  important  to  the  peace,  honor  ft 
happiness  of  the  state,  has  become  donbly  so  by  the  approaching 
dissolution  of  the  Army,  some  immediale  supply  must  be  given  td 
those  brave  deserving  men,  who  have  contributed  eight  years 
military  services  to  the  defence  of  their  country,  for  to  send  them 
abroad  into  the  state  needy  ft  dissatisfied  may  be  as  dangerous  as  it 
would  certainly  be  unjust  and  dishonorable. 

Foreign  debts  have  also  been  eimtraoted  upon  the  cradit  of  the 
depending  Taxes,  should  they  not  be  discharged  with  punctuality, 
our  National  character  will  be  ruined  for  ever,  and  the  United 
States  will  become  a  proverb  of  weakness  and  dishonesty.  But  to 
motives  of  virtue,  gratitude  ft  patriotism  I  must  also  add  the  obliga- 
tions of  Law,  which  can  neither  be  evaded  nor  opposed.  So  sensibly 
are  Council  affected  by  these  eousiderations  that  should  not  the 
arrears  due  upon  the  class  and  effective  supply  Taxes  be  immediately 
discharged,  they  will  feel  themselves  .constrained  to  adopt  a  more 
decisive  line  of  conduct,  and  exert  those  powers,  with  which  they 
are  invested  by  law.  I  have  it  also  in  command  to  express  the  oon- 
fidence  of  Council  in  your  personal  diligence  ft  their  hopes  that 
influenced  by  a  love  of  Justice  ft  fidelity  the  good  People  of  your 
County  will  c^ischarge  their  arrears  and  remove  the  necessity  of  an 
alternative  as  disagreeable  to  Council  as  it  would  be  ruinous  10 
them. 

I  am,  Qent'n,  with  much  respect, 

Yr.  very  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
Sce'y. 

Circular  Letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  Taxes  of  the  several 
Counties.    Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  SO. 


pinrNsiiiVANrx  AEOHrous  irss.         40» 

Pbxs.  DioktnsoK  to  Gov.  Harrison,  1783.' 

In  Coiinoil;  July  3d,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  Letter  with  which  your  Exoellenoy  has  honored  me,*  Iml 
been  considered  in  Oonncil.  We  have  not  any  knowledge  of  Fa^ts 
that  afford  the  least  foandation  for  the  complaints  that  have  been 
made,  it  having  afways  been,  and  now  is  the  intention  of  this 
goYernment  to  adhere  to  the  engagements  made  with  your  state. 
If  particular  instances  had  been  mentioned  in  the  complaints,  in- 
quiry might  have  been  instituted  eofioeming  the  observation  of  the 
Conditions  assented  to  on  both  sides,  but  the  memorialists  seem  to 
have  made  their  charges  in  yague  and  general  expressions.  As  the 
Honor  of  Pennsylvania  requires  the  strictest  attention  to  the  obliga- 
tions of  public  Faith,  we  shall  take  such  measures  as  shall  be 
judged  molt  pipper  to  demonstrate  the  purity  of  our  intemtions  and 
the  rectitude  of  our  proceedings.  Permit  us  to  add  that  we  hope 
your  Excellency  will  b^ve  the  complaints  give  no  fovorable 
evideooe  of  the  regularity  of  their  temper  or  conduct,  by  making 
their  application  in  the  manner  they  have  done  rather  than  to  the 
state. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  esteem,  and  the 

sincerest  regaid,  Your 

Most  obed.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Bxoellenoy,  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  Gov.  of  Yirg^a. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  44.] 


No.  7. 

Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Haerison,  1788. 

In  Oounoil, 

Philadelphia,  aOth  Septem.,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  28th  of  last  month,t  and  an  appointment  of  Com- 

♦  See  Vol.  X.,  pp.  56,  72.  f  See  Vol  X.,  p.  96. 
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missionera  on  oar  part,*  so  that  I  hope  the  boMness  of  ruDiiiiig  the 
Lino  will  be  compleated  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  it  will  permit. 
I  anil  with  the  sinoerest  esteem, 

Your  Exoelleno/s  most 

obed't  humb.  servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Jhreded, 

His  Ezcellenoj,  Governor  Harrison. 

[Letter  Book,  Yol.  IL,  p.  61.] 


No.  8. 

Sio't  AoMSKBONa  TO  M»  HuimAon,  1788. 

Seoretary's  Offioe, 

Philadelphia,  25  September,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  preservation  of  the  Timberf  upon  the  reserved  tract  opposite 
to  Pittsburgh,  has  now  become  a  very  important  object  to  the  statOi 
I  have  now  the  directions  of  Oonnoil  therefore  to  express  their 
wishes  that  such  precautions  for  its  future  security  be  immediately 
taken,  as  yon  will  think  best  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose.  I 
enclose  a  line  to  General  Irvine  upon  this  subject — ^requesting  such 
military  assistance  as  it  may  be  proper  or  convenient  to  give. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  July,  16th  August  &  7th  of  September, 
have  all  been  reoeived.  It  gives  me  pleasure  te  add,  that  the  mode 
in  which  you  have  conducted  the  late  inquiry,  meets  the  entire  ap* 
probation  of  GonnoiL 

I  am,  Sir,  your  mo.  obed.  servt. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr. 
Seo'y. 
Direciedf 
Michael  Huffhaglc,  Esq. 

[Letter  Book,  Yol.  IL,  p.  53.] 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  685. 

t  See  ArchiTee,  Vol.  X.,  p.  116,  140,  141. 


Sio't  AKMsraoNO  to  Genebai.  layiivE;  178(8. 

deoteiif/B  dfie^,  S^tooiber  26, 1788. 
Dear  Oenera!, 

By  »  kttttr  to  M»  Hafiaagle  whioh  ftooompaniefl  this,  yoa  will  see 
how  mucli  it  is  the  objeot  of  Ooanoil  to  preserve  the  Timber  Ofiet 
the  reseryed  Tract  opposite  to  Pittsbargh,  from  abuse  and  destmctioD. 
Thongh  Gonncil  are  perfectly  assared  of  your  sapport  upon  this  and 
every  other  ooeasion,  yet  as  ^hey  eanaot  so  entirely  confide  in  the 
person  who  may  he  appointed  to  sncceed  you ;  it  is  their  wish  that 
the  instmctions  yoa  leave  for  the  government  of  the  post  may  be 
somewhat  directed  to  this  object,  and  that  while  yon  oontinae  per- 
sonally to  command  it,  all  necessary  aid  may  be  given  to  the  exe- 
eation  of  M.  Hofihagle's  tmst. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  mnoh  respect, 

your  bbed.  humb.  servt., 

JOHN  AimSODBONei  Jb. 
Seo'y. 
Direciei, 

General  Irvine,  at  Fort  Pitt. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  II.,  p.  53.] 


No.  10. 

Presidbnt  Dickinson  to  Governor  Harrison,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  4th  FeVy,  1784. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  23d  of  kst  July  haa  been  reeeived  and  commmiv 
eated  to  the  Oeneral  Assembly.  Mr.  John  Campbell  haa  latelyi 
UN^eiited  a  memorial  to  us,  desiring  to  have  his  and  Colo^l  Charles 
Simeon's  right  completed  in  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  entries,  a( 
which  copies  are  now  inclosed.  Being  sincerely  desirous  kiviolably 
to  observe  the  agreement  between  Virginia  and  this  Commonwealth, 
We  have  this  day  applied  by  message  to  the  General  Assembly, 
recommending  a  eonfirmatiiOD  of  the  agreeneiit  by  law  &  the  estab- 
liahsietit  of  powers  for  04rrying  the  same  with  good  fidth  into  eze^ 
cation.  That  diis  business  may  be  properly  ooznacted,  we  beg  leave 
to  rely  upon  the  Government  of  Virginia  for  Transcripts  of  the  laws 
relative  to  the  subject,  and  for  certificates  respecting  the  authenticity 
of  the  documents  produced  by  Mr.  Campbell  It  may  be  of  use  to 
Vol.  XI.— 22 


penons  haTing  similar  olainui  if  joui  State  would  be  pleased  to  Air- 
nish  as  with  anthentioated  oopies  of  all  the  proceedings  in  pnblio 
offices  npon  which  they  are  founded. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be^  Sir^ 

.     jQvr  Sxe^lli^iiej'a  «e9^  ebedt. 

&  hnmble  servant, 

JOHN^  SIOKINSOK 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 
[Letter  Book,  Tol.  II.,  p.  68.] 


No.  11. 

PBA6IDHM  DicnuHflloN  to  OoLONm  Amdbew  Pobtkb,  1784. 

FhUadelphia,  20th  April,  1784.  . 
Sir, 

By  the  inclosed  Act  of  Council  you  will  perceive  your  appobt- 
ment  as  Commissary  to  attend  the  Commissioners  for  running  the 
Boundary  Lines  between  this  State  and  Virginia,  and  the  nature  of 
the  duty  entrusted  to  your  care.  ^ 

Council  are  persuaded  that  it  will  be  conducted  by  you  with  all 

possible  attention  &  economy.     If  the  Commissioners  shall  be  of 

^opinion  that  any  of  the  Waggons  or  Horses  can  be  spared  without 

detriment  to  their  operations,  you  will  be  pleased,  with  their  approba- 

tioa  and  consent,  to  dispose  of  them  to  the  most  advantage. 

Should  unforeseen  eligencies  happen  that  may  render  any  ezpenea 
necessary  which  haji  not  been  mentioned,  you  will  please  to  oomply 
with  the  directions  of  the  Commisdoners,  so  that  the  very  important 
business  committed  to  them  may  be  perfectly  accomplished. 

A  Kst  of  the  articles  to  be  purchased  before  you  sel  out,  is  <A« 
dosed. 

t  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  &  sincere  esteem, 

your  mow  obed,  h  humb.  flervt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
[Letter  B^ok,  Vol  H.,  p.  98.] 
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iNsniinttoiu  i»  OommKessiav  ma  HmiM  imnt  thb 
Indians,  1784. 

To  the  CommieBioners  for  meeting  the  Indians  »nd  pnrohaeing  hnds. 

Philadelphia,  20tli  April,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

From  the  Beeolntion  of  the  Honorable,  t^  General  AasembljTi  of 
the  twenty  fifth  of  September,'^  and  from  an  act  of  Iwenty-thira  of 
Pdbruaryf  copies  of  wnioh  are  inclosed,  you  will  so  folly  onderstaoi 
the  nature  of  the  business  committed  to  yonr  mai^igemen^  thsA  it 
will  be  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  much  upon  the  subject. 

In  executing  the  Trust  delegated  to  you,  it  will  bo  proper  thai 
yonr  proceedings  should  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  Cong;pe80 
and  the  measures  to  be  pursued  by  their  Commissioners,  so  that  the 
object  simed  at  by  this  Commonwealth  may  be  attained^  and  a  jnsit 
xe^ud  for  the  foederal  oouncila  be  at  the  same  time  observed. 

Ton  win  be  pleased  to  take  notice  that  by  the  Act  passed  the  last 
Sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  '^for  opening  the  Land  Offic>,? 
&G.,  it  is  enaoted  that  all  persons  possessed  of  old  Kights,  unsatisfied 
Warrants,  or  other  grants  from  the  late  proprietaries,  be  Sk.  ^^^7  ft^ 
hereby  confined,  [confirmed?]  incorporating  the  same  to  the  lands 
already  purchasea  from  the  Indians,  aand  in  order  to  preyenJb  disputef 
touching  the  same,  it  is  hereby  enjoined  on  the  Commissioners  ap^ 
pointed  for  making  a  further  purchase^  that  they  ascertain  in  their 
Hegociations  with  the  Indians,  with  the  greatest  possible  preoisioi^ 
the  line  between  the  lands  already  purchased  and  those  that  shall  bf  ^ 
l>y  them  purchased/'  In  complying  with  these  directions  of  the ' 
Act,  it  appears  to  us  that  besides  the  names  of  places  mentioned  in 
the  description  of  the  line,  the  particular  spot  designated  by  thos^ 
names  should  be  very  accnrately  ascertained,  wherever  a  question 
eoold  otherwise  arise,  what  were  the  places  really  intended. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  " 

with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

yottr  most  obedient  &  humble  servant, 

JOHK  DICKINSON. 

[I4fttet  Book,  Y4)L  IL,  jp..  8&] 

♦  See  VoL  X.,  p.  111. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  40. 
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.   Fu»  BiasaHWN  to  DnniAnB  nr  OomuM^  17UL 

To  the  Honorable  Delegates  of  PennajWanla  in  OoDgreae. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  April  27^  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  delivered  to  us  by  Col.  JohnstOQ| 
irbo  requested  that  we  would  eonfirm  the  appointment  of  M^or 
Bowen  and  Captain  Beatty.'*' 

It  appeared  to  us  to  have  been  the  meaning  of  Congress  in  their 
act  of  the  third  of  last  November,  that  the  Executive  power  of 
each  State  should  direet  in  what  manner  certificates  should  be  dis- 
tributed and  deposited  and  therefore  we  did  not  choose  in  proceed* 
fag  upon  that  act,  to  confirm  a  substitution  of  persona  in  place  of 
Kegimental  Agents. 

However  we  are  perfectly  eonvinced  that  from  the  dispersed 
^tuation  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  an  appointment  of  Regimental 
Agents  for  the  Pennsylvania  Line  is  impracticable ;  and  that  it  la 
necessary  some  other  mode  should  be  established  by  Congress^ 
several  circumstances  require  that  this  regulation  should  be  made 
as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  conversed  with  the  pay-master 
General  upon  this  subject,  and  he  approves  of  the  appointment  of 
Major  Bowen  and  Captain  Beatty. 

ne  therefore  desire  you,  Gentlemen  will  be  pleased  without  loss 
of  time  to  obtain  an  act  of  Congress,  confirming  the  before-men- 
tioned  appointment,  or  authorizing  some  other  person  to  receive  the 
certificates  belonging  to  the  ofikers  and  soldiery  of  our  line  from  the 
pay-master  General  and  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

"With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  mo. 

.    obed.  and  homb.  Servant 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  IL,  p.  90.] 

«  Bee  Yd.  X^  pp.  494,  606,601,  605. 
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JTb.  14. 

To  His  ExoelleDCji  tTohn  iDiokinBOiii  Eoq. 

Sir, 

In  opmplianoe  with  tbe  Pesire  of  the  Hooorable  the  Bopreme  8z- 
tottive  Covin«i1,  oonnnunieated  to  m  br  your  ExoeflleiM^s  lettef  o( 
iho  twenty^  sevenib  vKhno,  we  have  the  honor  to  traDsmit  the  in- 
iSbeed  Be^t^ltrtions,  eoniimii^g  the  appobtment  of  Hajor  Bowen  aficj 
Oaptafn  Beattj  to  act  as  Agents  fcr  the  late  PennsylTania  Hne.  ] 
With  great  Bespect^  ^ 

we  bare -the  honor  to  be 

yottr  Excelleney's  most  obedfent 

ftnd  most  htxmble  serfants. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
EDWARD  HAND. 

[Letter  Book,  VoL  I.,  p.  164.] 


No.  16. 

BoBtRT   MORBIS  TO  PUppENT  OF  STATI,  1784. 
OCrcuIar. 

Ofifle  of  Fteanpe^  26tli  Nt7»  1784. 
Sir, 

I  bare  just  now  reo^ived  from  Joseph  PenneU  Esq.|  Commis- 
sioner for  adjusting  the  Aocgonts  of  the  Marino  Dep«rtmsnt  m 
Letter  of  the  twentf-fiftb  from,  which  an  Extraot  is  enoloffd.  The 
matter  there  mentioned  will  doubtless  bav«  %  like  opffftCion  oti  the 
eondoct  of  other  Commissioners  of  4<^o^>'^^  ^^^  ^^  tbeMfove  be- 
comes my  Duty  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  several  states  tbu 
thoeo  who  have  complied  with  the  Becommendation  of  GongrcMly 
may  have  reason  to  approve  of  such  oomplianoe  aiui  that  thosA  who 
havo  omitted  may  be  thus  early  aj^rised  of  those  nsoeBsaiy  ogtt- 
aequences  which  they  nigbt  otherwise  c^pl^in  of  as  partM 
Preferences. 

'  With  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

Sir,  yoor  Bxcellaney's 
.    .  .  Most  obedient  &  ,  ■ 

Humble  Seryant^ 
IXreeied,  •  ROB.  MORRIS.* 

Qis  SzoeUsoj^i  the  President  of  Pensilvania. 

*  From  the  orisjioal. 
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Stctl€i;t.DHrA 


Nb.  IV. 

ABOVE,  1784* 


Ex|ryk«b  of  a  L^ter  from  Jftseph  Pennell,  Esq'r,  GommV,  for  ao* 
oouiits  of  the  Marine  Department,  dated  25th  May,  1784. 

'  X  cannot  leani  that  the  Statep  g^menJlj  have  opnmliod  with  tht 
Commendation  of  CoAgreai  ox  27tb  Febraarji  178^  to  in^wwaf 

ftComml6sione9B  for  the  DeiMixtments  to  reoover  '<  from  Indiraoalai 
Jebta  dno  and  Effidqfcs  bebn^mg  to  the  United  Statea.''  It  wil( 
be  answering  but  part  of  the  porpoee  of  mv  aifpiatment  to  gp  into 
those  States  who  have  not  complied  initb  the  said  Beeommendation 
beoanse  I  shall  there  be  oalled  upoa  bj  the  Op^itora  without  having  it 
in  mj  power  to  bring  the  Debtom  in^  this  Department  to  aooount, 
and  I  ^ink  Miere  is  a  Preferenoe  due  in  the  Settlement  of  aooonnts 
to  the  utieeiis  «f  these  States^  who  have  complied  with  the  Beoom- 
mebdatioi)  of  Oqngreaa- 


No.  17- 

SAixa  OF  Lots,  (pabt  or  thi  Babbaok  Omund.)  Jukb  5. 

1784. 


Lot  marked  B. 

MiehfielBillttejrery    £300  88. 

1.  John  Leibert^  160  88. 

-<t.  Obristiim  Wvrts,  150  B. 

5.  JaoOb  Shreadef;  160  78. 
4.  WHttam  Sutton^  IM  22. 

6.  ^P^iil  Smtmsels  ft  1  ^^  oo 
Biig«iHi«rtMtBier    j  *^  '^^' 

#.  TbeSaoM)  150  24. 

r?.  ijohn  Qkowl,  160  25. 

•«.' WiiiiamOiMi^  15«  26. 

-#.  XbeSame,  156  27. 

1^  OhrbloplierBaurfi,  145  28. 

11.  The  Same,  150  29. 

12.  DavidShefferJr..  150  80. 
18.  The  Same,  150  81. 

14.  John  Keen,  146  42. 

15.  John  Keen,  145 

16.  William  WIR,  166 


? 


Jos.  ft  Sam'l  Shober,  £85 
The  Same;  65 

Josepli  DonsldsoB,     170 
John  Knakel,  105 

Thomas  Biyan,  76 

Abraham  Sheiidani      75 

John  Keen,  60 

Ohristopher  Bftuoh,  70 

The  Same,  76 

William  Ooiss,  77  10 

^hnstian  Wurti,  82  19 

Col.  Atleo;  79 

Ool.  Atlee,  70 

Ool.  Atlee,  70 

Miehael  Hilligas,  75 

8820 
M.  HILLBOAS, 
^reifOH  MtANCISl 
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'No.18.      ' 
pRKs.  DicnuHsoir  to  Oov.  HABiiiiioif,  1TB44 
To  Bm  SiM4k»ii7,  Oi»r.  HarriBOD. 

In  Ooondl, 

Philad'a,  Septem.  15, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  had  the  Honor  of  receiying  your  letter  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  of  AagnBty*  with  the  inolosares  for  which  we  are  mnoh 
obliged  and  hope  that  your  Ezeelleney  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward 
to  US  transcripts  of  the  other  entries  mentioned  in  your  letter. 

It  will  be  fdso  neeessaryi  thai  we  should  bate  copies  of  the  Laws 
of  your  State  relative  to  the  subject,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
determine  the  merfts  of  the  cases  upon  which  ttpplfeattoiis  are  made 
•»  this  State  and  the  items  upon  which  such  claims  ought  to  be 
oemfirmed. 

I  am,  with  very  great  esteem, 

yo^  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  iBoai  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINBOK.t 


No.  19. 


CottMisaroiiXRa  of  Indian  PyBOHAsx  to  Pessi.  JhOEXKmyth^ 
Eui,  1784- 

We  the  subseriben  ObmrnutuMMff  appointed  by  the  HoooraUe  • 
The  Supreme  Bxeeutive  Ooooetl  of  the  State  of  Penpsylvania,  for 
tlio  purpose  of  purohasiog  of  the  Indians  the  Territory  within  the 
sdknowledged  limits  of  the  same  state  which  hath  not  beretofera 
been  pufobased)  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  as  part  of  the  oott* 
sMeittlioQ  of  the  same  purchase,  which  is  now  acooraplished,  l»  de^ 
Kver  to  the  six  nations,  or  such  person  or  perMue,  as  they  mtjf 
sppoiol,  and  who  shall  as  a  voucher  hrin|  with  him  or  tbcm,  tUi 
our  obligatiooi  Ooods  wares  or  meiuhondizs  of  sueh  assortment  as 
tlM  Indkns  ediall  now  direct^  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  Ddlara 

«  fiieVoL  JL.,  p.  602,  for  this  Ltiisr.^Ia  Lctt^  Book,  Vol.  L,  pp«  2B1^ 
2iU  203^36^1  Is  tUo  list  of  ontries  made  with  the  Gonmissiosefs  mader  Act 
of  Virginia,  May,  1779,  in  dotaiL    Also  Col.  Roq,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  200. 

f  See  replv  to  this  letter,  Vol.  X.,  p.  608,  and  additional  liet  in  Letter  B^ 
I.,  p.  2©^— W6. 
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mt  tbe  PeDDSjlvania  Line  near  Tiogt^  on  the  first  day  of  Ootober, 
anno  Domini  1781. 

Witness  prenentj  SAML.  J.  ATLEE), 

WILLIAM  MACLAT. 
FRAMOIS  JOBNVtOft. 

Copy  taken  from  and  Compared  with  tbe  original. 

G.  EVANS,  Secy, 


No.  20, 

PuBOHi^sB  ov  Indian  Lands,  17S4* 

To  all  people  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  oome.  Tbe  Hononbhi, 
Samuel  John  Atlee,  Esquiiroi  William  Maolay,  axid  Franciat 
Johnston,  commissioners,  duly  appointed  by  the  Honorable^  Tba 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvajiia  &e.,  send 
Greeting,  Whereas,  tbe  six  nations,  to  wit.  the  Mohawks,  Oneidas, 
Onandagoes,  Cayugas,  Scnccas  and  Tuscaroras,  have  this  day  sold  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
heretofor  ennparobased,  Beginning  at  tbe  South  side  of  the  Biver 
Ohio,  -  where  tbe  western  boundary  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania 
crosses  tbe  said  Eiver  near  Sbingas  Old  Town  at  tbe  month  of 
Beaver  Creek,  and  tbenoe  by  a  dne  north  line  to  the  End  of  the 
forty  second,  and  beginning  of  tbe  forty  tbird  degrees  of  North  Lati- 
tude, thence  by  a  due  ]^t  line  separating  l£e  forty  seoond  and 
forty  tbird  degrees  of  North  Latitude,  to  tbe  East  side  of  the  East 
Braneh  of  the  lliver  Soaqnehanna,  thenee  by  the  Bisands  of  the 
late  purchase  made  at  Fort  Stanwiz  the  fifth  day  of  November  anno 
Domini  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sizty-Eigbt  as  follows,^ 
down  the  said  fiast  Branoh  of  SasquebauBa  on  the  Eaat  aide  thereof, 
till  it  cornea  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek  called  by  the  Indiana 
Owandae  and  aoroes  the  River,  and  up  the  said  creek  on  the  south 
side  thereof  and  along  the  range  of  Hills  called  Burnetts  HiUa  by  the 
English  and  by  the  Indiana—,  on  tho  north  side  of  them  to  Ihe  head 
of  a  creek  whioh  runs  into  tbe  West  Branoh  of  the  SnsquehMina 
wd&ieh  creek  is  by  the  Indiana  called  Tyadaghtan,  but  by  the  Peiui* 
aylvanaaniy  Pine  Oreokt  and  down  tbe  said  ereek  on  the  aonth  aide 
thenof,  to  the  aaid  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna,  then  Croeaing  iha 
said  Biver,  and  running  up  the  same,  on  the  south  aide  thereof  the 
several  courses,  thereof  to  the  Forks  of  the  same  River  which  lie  nearest 
to  a  place  on  the  River  Ohio,  called  Kittanning  and  from  tbe  Forks  by 
a  straight  line  to  Kittanning  aforesaid,  and  then  down  the  said 
River  Ohio  by  tbe  several  Courses  thereof,  to  where  tbe  Western 
Bounds  of  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  crosses  the  same  River  at 
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the  place  of  beginning.  Now  know  je^  that  notwithfltanding  tbe 
aale^  aforesaid,  That  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  the  eaid  Six 
Nationa  mo  bj  the  sanie  sale  excluded  from  the  privelege  of  hunting 
on  the  said  lands  now  sold,  but  that  on  the  contrary  toe  Liberty^ 
banting^  on  the  said  unimproved  Lands  is  Expressly  reserved  to  them. 
In  Teatimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  at 
Fort  Stanwix  the  twenty  third  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  8AML.  J.  ATLBEy 

WM.  MACLAT, 
PBANGI8  JOHNSTON. 

Copy  taken  firem  and  compared  with  the  originalj  CKceptiag  the 
infemd  to  which  were  inserted. 

ORIPFTH  EVANS,  Secy.* 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  821--323.] 


No.  21. 

Obuoatioks  ow  TfiB  GoBiMissioNXBs  TO  Indian%  1784. 

We  the  Bubseribers,  Oommisrioners  appointed  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  tbe  late  unpurchased  Territory  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  Pennsylvama  do  promise,  to  deliver  as  soon  asconvenicntlj 
mMj  be,  to  Gap.  Aaron  Hill  of  Uie  Mohawk  Tribe,  and  to  Captain 
(yjoale  of  the  Seneca  Tribe  two  good  Bifies  of  neat  workmanship, 
one  for  each  of  them,  the  Rifles  to  be  sent  to  the  new  store  near 
Tiojn,  if  it  ahould  not  be  convenient  for  the  said  Captain  Aaron  Hill 
or  Captain  O'Bale  to  come  themselves,  the  Rifles  to  bo  delivered  to 
the  Bearer  of  this  obligation.  These  Rifles  given  to  them  in  con- 
sideration of  their  services  at  the  late  purchase.  Witness  our  hands 
this  25th  day  of  October,  1784. 

Witness  present,  SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 

G.  Evans,  WM.  MACLAT, 

James  Dean,  FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

Copy  taken  from  and  compared  with  the  original. 

O.  EVANS,  Secy. 

*  See  Pennsylvaxiia  Archives,  VoL  X.,  p.  84^. 
22* 
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No.  22. 

COMMISSIONiaS  TO  TREAT  WITH  INDIANS  TO  PrSS.  DldUNSON. 

.     1784. 

To  HiB  Exeellenoy;  John  Diokinsoiii  Prosident  in  Conneil. 
Pittsburg,  December  11^  1784. 
Sir, 

Bj  the  first  opportnnity  we  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  Exoel- 
lencj  and  Council  of  our  arrival  at  this  place  on  the  6th  inatanty 
on  our  way  to  Cajahoga  where  agreeable  to  appointment  we  met  the 
Continental  Commissioners. — These  Oentlemen,  conceiving  the 
season  of  the  year,  the  depth  of  the  waters,  and  difficulty  of  txaB»> 
portationi  powerAil  objections  against  holding  a  Treaty  at  that  place 
— have  sent  Alexander  Lowry  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Boggs  interpreters  to 
the  Indian  Countries  with  a  view  of  inducing  them  to  convene  at 
Fort  Mcintosh.  This  place  in  our  opinion  is  much  more  convenient 
for  our  negociations  than  the  former  and  better  calculated  to 
prevent  Expenses  to  the  State. 

We  have  every  Reason  to  suppose  the  Indians  will  meet  us  there, 
but  should  they  not,  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council 
may  be  assured,  we  shall  with  the  utmost  assiduity  proceed  with  the 
commissioners  of  Congress  to  such  place  and  at  any  time  they  shall 
appoint,  being  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  parts 
to  bring  our  negociations  with  the  Western  Indians  to  the  same 
pleasing  Issue,  we  so  happily  effected  with  the  six  confederated 
nations.  Tour  Excellencv  and  the  Honorable  Council  would  in  all 
probability  facilitate  our  Business  by  inclosing  to  us  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the  Southern  Boundary 
of  the  State,  particularly  if  they  have  with  certainty  fixed  the  Sooth 
west  comer — ^indeed  this  information  we  expected  to  have  received 
from  the  commissioners  themselves  but  unfortunately  as  yet  have 
heard  nothing  of  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  very  great  respect, 
your  Excellency  most  obed. 

&  very  humble  servants, 
SAML.  J.  ATLEE, 
PRANCISJOHNSTON. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.  I,  p.  278.] 
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No.  28. 

CoUM'RS  op  ViRaiNIA  AND  MARYLAND  TO  PRRS.  DiOKINSON — 

Intebkal  NaviqatioNi  1785. 
To  His  Ezoellencj;  John  DickrasoD,  Ssq. 

Virginia,  Mount  Vernon,  Mar.  28, 1786. 
Sir, 

In  pnrsnance  of  Instrnctions  from  the  Legislatnrea  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  reepeotiyely  to  us  given  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  that  it  is  in  contemplation  of  Virginia  ^ 
Maryland  to  promote  the  clearing  and  extending  the  navigation  of 
Patowmack  from  Tide- Water  as  far  as  the  same  may  be  found 
practicabk  to  open  a  oonvenient  Boad  from  the  head  of  saoh  naviga- 
tion to  the  Waters  running  into  Ohio  and  to  render  these  waters  * 
navigable  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper:  that  the  said  works 
will  require  great  Expense  which  will  not  be  re-paid  unless  a  free 
use  be  secured  to  the  said  states  and  their  citisens,  of  the  waters-'  of 
the  Ohio  and  its  branches  be  secured  so  far  as  the  same  lie  within 
the  limits  of  Pennsylvsnia  that  no  essential  advantages  will  accrue 
from  such  works  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  said  state,  it  ie 
thought  reasonable  that  the  Legislature  thereof  should  bv  some 
previous  act  engage  that  for  the  encouragement  of  the  sua  works 
ail  articles  of  produce  or  merchandise  which  may  be  conveyed  to  or 
firom  either  of  the  said  two  states  tiirough  either  of  the  said  Biver9 
vritbin  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  to  or  from  any  place  without  the 
said  limits  shall  pass  throughout  free  from  all  duties  or  tolls  what- 
soever other  than  such  tolls  as  may  be  established  and  be  neeessarv  for 
reimbursing  expences  incurred  by  the  state  or  its  Citiiens  in  clear* 
ing  or  defraying  the  Expense  of  preserving  the  navigation  of  the 
said  Rivers;  and  that  no  article  imported  into  the  state  of  Penn« 
eylvania  through  the  Channel  or  Channels  or  any  part  thereof  to  be 
opened  as  aforesaid,  and  vended  or  used  within  the  said  state  shall 
be  subject  to  any  duties  or  imposts  other  than  such  articles  would  be 
subject  to  if  imported  into  the  said  state  through  any  other  channel 
whatsoever. 

We  request.  Sir,  that  you  will  take  the  earliest  q>portttnity  of 
laying  this  represensation  in  behalf  of  the  two  states,  before  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and  that  you  will  communicate  the 
results  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia  &  Maryland.  By  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Virginia  &  Biaryland  for  opening  the  navigation  of 
the  River  Potowmac  above  Tide- water.  The  Citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  the  same  Rights  of  trading  through  the  said  waters 
that  the  Citizens  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  enjoy,  &  we  have  no 
doubt  but  the  legislature  of  your  state  will  agreeably  to  this  prin- 
ciple  give  every  encouragement  to  measures  which  have  for  their 


object  the  interest  and  conveiueneeL  of  their  OitiienB  tad  thoiM  of 
the  other  States  in  the  Union. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

moel  obed.  Mrmiiy 
G.  MASON,  1  Comm'rs  for 

ALEX  HENDERSON,  ]*  Virginia. 
DAN'L  ST,  THOMAS  JEJIIFER,^  n.««»^  ^ 
T.STONE,  Hm    ?"i 

SAM'L  CHASE.  jMaryhind 

[Letter  Book,  Yol.  I.,  p.  831.] 


No.  21. 
Gsiv^L  Wm.  iRTiini  TO  Oen'l  ABMsisoiro,  1786. 

0arU8le,Jttlyl8di,1786. 
Pear  Sir, 

I  h«,v9  heeQ  fatYonred  with  yoor  letter  of  the  7th  instant^  asd 
Mi^K  Afexaiider  recaived  one  also  by  the  sane  hand  from  Mc 
linLns,  in^  whioh  he  informs  him  of  hia  nomination  to  the  depreoia* 
tioQ  District  &  promises  to  forward  his  Commission  &  lAstraoltoiia  in 
^  few  days — ^which  have  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  Major  is  eztrenMljr 
anxioiiQ  to  proceed,  but  cannot  without  them*  It  would  tend  moeb 
to  eapedita  eompfeating  the  donation  business  if  in  the  mean  tima 
John  Henderson's  Surveys  were  rejected  by  Council^  and  Alezaodv 
l4>pointed  to  Uj  off  an  equal  number  in  such  parts  of  the  reserved 
traota  for  that  purpose  aa  it  can  be  found  without  being  ooafioed  to 
imy  particular  district.  If  the  Surveyor  General  has  not  found 
my  letter  in  whioh  I  oomplained  of  John  Henderson's  Surveys  aa 
bnnroper  to  be  accepted — he  has  bad  suffici^t  verbal  testimony  aa 
well  from  me  as  sundry  other  persons  to  juatifv  his  informing 
Council  that  Ihe  land  is  not  such  as  the  Assembly  intended  tha 
4r<Kqpa  should  get,  or  they  could  possibly  think  of  receiving,  par- 
ticularly as  he  snrveyed  ill  bad  and  left  a  large  quantity  St  good 
within  hvi  district. 

I  flatter  myself  Council  will  without  hesitation  adopt  moaonrea 
Ipt  fiioilit^ng  this  busiuees  soon  by  which  the  troops  may  yet  get 
Uieir  lots  this  fall,  but  if  on  the  contrary  they  are  obliged  to  apply 
^gain  to  the  Assembly,  (which  I  find  they  are  determined  to  da 
unless  oadresaed  by  Council,)  another  year  will  be  spent  and  they, 
will  be^n  to  think  they  are  never  to  receive  them-  If  something 
has  not  DecA  already  done  In  this  afOur,  I  earnestly  beg  tha  favor  of 
your,  attention,  to  it  as  imeedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  obed.  Servt. 
Directed,  WM.  IBYINB.* 

Qen:  1  Af  mtroBg. 

*  From  the  original. 
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Gsn'l  Wm.  Ievinb  to  Pbb8.  DioKUfsoN— DoNAnoN  Lands, 

1785. 

To  His  Ezoell'j,  John  Bickinson,  Ilsq. 

OuMt,  Aogoat  17, 1785. 
Kr, 

Tott  have  berewith  tranamittid  my  deaoription  of  the  donaliou 
tnct  of  oouBtiy,  together  with  ft  sketch.  These  will  I  hope  prove 
sfttiafaotory  to  your  Exoellenoy  and  the  hooorahle  the  CoQneil^  aod 
answer  the  paUio  purposes  for  which  they  are  desigDed. 

I  observed  in  a  former  lictter  that  few  of  the  deputy  surveyors^ 
attended  on  my  first  going  into  the  coooftryy  these  agreed  to  post- 
pone the  Business  till  September.  On  my  return  to  Fort  Pitt  after 
my  Touri  so  late  as  Juhr  I  found  three  of  the  Qentlemen  preparing 
to  set  out  to  survey.  I  did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to  attend  so 
small  a  number  of  them  as  it  would  be  spending  the  publio  money 
and  my  own  time  to  little  porpose,  besides  the  Law  gives  me  no 
otii»^  control  over  them  than  to  report  to  the  Surveyor  General  should 
they  negleot  oc  delay  performing  their  duty.  And  I  find  sundry  of 
them  coneeivo  they  have  not  only  a  rights  but  are  in  some  measnre 
obliged  to  survey  the  knd,  good  or  bad  as  each  of  them  are  instructed 
to  sorvey  a  oerti^n  number  of  lots,  for  instance  260  of  difierent 
descriptions  and  siaes  without  any  regard  to  water^  bottom,  upland 
or  any  of  the  usual  modes  observed  in  laying  of  land.  ^'  Several  of 
the  districts  has  not  20  lots  of  good  land  in  them,  yet  the  deputies 
are  each  instructed  to  survey  upwards  of  260|  when  others  contaiui 
perhaps  double  the  quantity  directed/' 

Unless  the  Surveyor  General  alters  his  instruction  materiallyi  or 
Gonncili  or  the  Assembly,  take  order  in  the  premises,  the  whole  end 
designed  will  be  defeated  as  no  man  of  common  understanding  will 
accept  of  pay  for  surveying  such  land. 

I  am  of  opinion  there  is  more  than  sufficient  of  good  land  on  the 
Tract  appropriated  to  answer  the  purpose,  provided  the  Western 
Boandary  I^ne  of  the  State  strikes  the  west  Branch  of  Beaver 
Greek  as  high  as  is  generaUy  supposed.  Mr.  McLane  is  of  opinion 
it  will  erossi  at  leasti  sixteen  mites  higher  than  where  his  line  does. 
In  this  case  I  propose  this  alteration  for  the  oonsideratioo  of  Councili 
that  the  deputies  be  instructed  to  begin  at  the  west  line  of  the  state 
and  snrvev  ail  the  land  (hh  the  several  branches  of  Beaver  within 
the  tract,  before  any  other  is  laid  off,  if  this  should  not  prove  snffi* 
cient,  then  proceed  to  the  forks  and  upper  branches  of  Tonck  and 
Oil  Creeks  for  the  remainder.  This  mode  will,  I  conceive,  be  better 
lor  the  troops  a^  their  settlementi  or  vicinity  to  others,  will  be  more 
Qonpact,  consequently  the  land  more  valuable  and  it  *will  certainly 
be  more  advaB^geous  to  the  state,  as  whatever  lands  of  valae  may 
l»e  ak^g  the  Biver  and  upper  end  of  the  Tract  will  be  resewed  un- 
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eulled,  to  dispose  of  as  may  be  jttdged  most  expedient ;  and  notwith« 

standing  the  spots  of  good  Land  are  detached ;  jet  some  of  them 
are  of  snch  excellent  quality,  and  so  well  situated  on  account  of 
Water  Carriage,  easy  communication  with  Lake  Erie,  and  so  well 
calculated  for  stock  farms,  that  the  state  may  be  much  benefitted  by 
reserving  them  for  future  disposal. 

This  mode  will  occasion  an  alteration,  perhaps  with  respect  to  the 
nnmber  of  deputies  as  fewer  than  the  present  number  appointed 
would  execute  this  mode  best,  and  four  or  fire  would  doubtless  per- 
form the  Business,  provided  they  are  allowed  to  employ  assistants; 
these  four  or  five  might  have  constant  communication  with  each 
other,  and  act  as  it  were  superintendants  over  the  assistants,  bj 
which  they  could  determine  when  the  number  of  Lots  of  each 
class  required  is  done.  I  know  it  may  be  urged  in  opposition  to 
this,  that  sundry  of  these  Gentlemen  have  already  gone  to  con- 
siderable expence  in  equipping  themselves  for  the  business  and  that 
it  will  be  hard  to  dismiss  them  under  these  circumstances.  To  this 
I  answer  that  the  private  advantage  of  two  or  three  men  ought  not 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  that  of  as  many  thousands,  partienlarly 
where  the  interest  of  the  state  at  large  is  concerned  also.  I  farther 
answer  that  these  men  may  be  employed  by  the  principals  and  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  some  of  them  are  scarce  fit  even  for  this 
subordinate  station,  as  perhaps  the  first  chain  or  compass  they 
ever  saw  was  purchased  for  this  occasion.  The  number,  howevoTi 
that  I  have  proposed  may  be  found  among  the  Gentlemen  who 
understand  both  Theory  &  Practice  extremely  well  and  are  men  of 
approved  integrity,  and  I  believe  the  state  will  find  their  aeoonnt 
in  this  or  some  such  mode,  if  they  even  pay  the  trilling  expence 
these  Gentlemen  have  been  at. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Bespect^ 

Sir^  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 


Notes  taken  and  observations  made  [by]  the  Agents  appointed  to 
explore  the  tract  of  country  presented  by  the  state  to  the  late  troops 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  of  the  American  Army. 

In  exploring  the  donation  land,  I  begun  on  the  Line  run  by  Mr. 
McLane  between  that  and  the  tracts  appropriated  for  redeeming 
depreciation  certificates  which  he  ascertained  by  a  due  Notik  Line 
to  be  near  thirty  miles  from  Fort  Pitt,  and  by  the  Common  com- 
putation along  the  path  leading  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Yenango  on  tho 
month  of  French  Greek,  which  some  affirm  was  actually  measwed 
by  the  French  when  they  possessed  that  country.  I  found  it  forty 
miles ;  East  of  this  path  along  Mr.  McLanes  lane  tot  five  or  six 
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siHeSi  tlie  Und  is  prettj  level,  well  watered  with  small  sfningfi,  aad 
of  tolerable  quality,  but  from  thence  to  the  AUegbauj  River  which 
is  about  Twenty-five  miles  due  East,  there  is  no  land  worth  mention^ 
ing  fit  for  cultivation;  as  far  as  French  Creek  all  between  the 
Tenango  Path  and  the  Alleghany  there  is  very  little  land  fit  lof 
cultivation,  as  it  is  a  continued  chain  of  high  barren  mountains 
except  small  breaches  for  Greeks  and  Rivulets  to  disembogne  them- 
selves into  the  River.    These  have  very  small  bottoms. 

As  I  proceeded  along  the  path  leading  to  French  Creek  about  five 
miles  to  a  Branch  of  Beaver  or  rather  i^  this  place  called  Canagh* 
qunese  I  found  the  Land  of  a  mixed  quality,  some  very  strong  and 
broken  with  large  quantities  of  fallen  Chestnut  interspersed  with 
strips  covered  with  Hickory,  lofty  oak,  and  for  under  Wood  or 
Brush,  Dogwood,  Hazel,  &o.;  along  the  Creek  very  fine  rich  and 
extensive  bottoms  in  general  fit  for  meadows ;  from  hence  to  another 
branch  of  said  Creek  called  Flat  Rock  Creek,  about  ten  miles 
distant,  the  land  is  generally  thin,  stony  and  broken,  loaded,  how- 
ever, with  Chestnut  Timber,  the  greatest  part  of  which  lies  flat  on 
the  earth,  which  renders  it  difficult  travelling — at  the  usual  crossing 
place  on  the  last  named  Creek,  there  is  a  beautiful  fall  over  a  Rock 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  at  the  fording  immediately  above  the  fall, 
the  bottom  is  one  entire  Rock,  except  some  small  perforations  which 
la  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  horses  foot  and  leg — it  is  here  about 
forty  yards  wide  and  runs  extremely  rapid.  From  flat  Rock  to 
Sandy  Creek  by  Hutchins  &  Scull  called,  Lycomie,i8  about  Twenty- 
four  miles;  on  the  first  twelve  there  are  a  considerable  quantity  of 
tolerable  level  lands  tho'  much  broken  with  large  stony  flats,  on 
which  grows  heavy  burthens  of  Oak,  Beech,  and  Maple,  particularly 
seven  or  eight  miles  from  the  Creek  there  is  a  plain  or  savannah 
three  or  four  miles  long,  and  at  least  two  wide,  without  anything  to 
obstruct  the  prospect,  except  here  and  there  a  small  grove  of  lofty 
Oaks  or  Sugar  Tree,  on  the  skirts  the  ground  rises  gradually  to  a 
moderate  height  from  which  many  fine  springs  descend,  which  water 
this  fine  Tract  abundantly — along  these  Rivulets  small  but  fine  spots 
of  meadow  may  be  made,  from  hence  the  remaining  twelve  miles  to 
Sandy  Creek  is  a  ridge  or  mountain,  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  • 
Alleghany,  the  Beaver  and  Ohio,  and  is  from  East  to  West  at  least 
three  times  as  long  as  it  is  Broad — on  the  whole  of  this  there  is 
little  fit  for  cultivation,  yet  some  of  it  is  well  calculated  for  raising 
stock.  But  a  person  must  be  possessed  of  veij  large  Tracts  to 
enable  him  to  do  even  this  to  purpose. 

From  Sandy  to  French  Creek  is  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
the  mouth,  but  it  soon  Forks  into  many  small  runs,  and  is  but  a  few 
miles  from  the  mouth  to  the  source — there  are  two  or  three  small 
bottoms  only  on  this  Creek — to  French  Creek  is  one  entire  hill,  no 
part  of  which  is  by  any  means  fit  for  cultivation. 

On  the  lower  side,  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  where  the  Fort 
called  Venango  formerly  stood,  there  is  three  or  four  hundred  acres 
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of  wliat  is  ootntnonly  called  upland  or  dry  bottonii  rery  good  land. 
On  the  North  East  sidoy  abont  one  mile  from  the  moatn,  another 
good  bottom  begins  of  four  or  fire  hnndred  acres,  and  on  the  summHs 
of  the  htlls  on  the  same  side,  tho^  high,  there  is  a  ftw  hundred  acres 
of  knd  fit  for  cultivation — this  is  ail  in  this  neighborhood  nearer 
than  the  firet  fork  of  the  Creek;  which  is  about  eight  miles  distant 
On  the  Road  leading  from  French  to  Oil  Creek,  within  about  three 
miles  and  a  half  of  Venango,  there  is  a  Bottom  of  fine  land  on  the 
Bank  of  the  Alleghany,  containing  fonr  or  five  hundred  aoret^  there 
is  little  beside  to  Oil  Creek  fit  for  cnltiyation. 

French  Creek  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide. 

From  French  to  Oil  Creek  is  about  eight  miles— this  fa  not  laid 
down  in  any  map,  notwithstanding  it  is  a  large  stream  not  less  than 
eiffhty,  or  perhaps  a  hundred  yards  wide  at  the  mouth,  a  oonside- 
nble  depth,  both  of  which  it  retains  to  the  first  fbrk,  whiob  is  at 
least  twenty  miles  up,  and  I  am  certain  is  as  capable  of  rafting  timber 
or  navigating  large  boats  on  as  IVench  Creek  in  the  same  seasons  this 
high.  On  the  North  East  or  upper  side  of  this  creek,  at  the  mouth, 
is  four  or  five  hundred  acres  of  good  bottom,  and  about  a  mile  up 
there  is  another  small  bottom  on  the  South  West  side,  which  is  lul 
the  good  land  to  the  first  fork. 

0^  Creek  has  taken  its  name  from  an  oil  or  bituminous  matter 
being  found  floating  on  the  surface.  Many  cures  are  attributed  to 
this  oil  by  the  natives,  and  lately  by  some  whites,  particularly  Rheu* 
matic  pains  and  old  Ulcers }  it  has  hitherto  been  taken  for  granted 
that  the  water  of  the  Creek  was  impregnated  with  it,  as  it  was  found 
in  so  many  places,  but  I  have  found  this  to  be  an  error,  as  I  ex- 
amined it  carefully  and  found  it  issuing  out  of  two  places  only— 
these  two  are  about  four  hundred  yards  distant  from  [each]  other, 
and  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Creek.  It  rises  in  the  bed  of  the  Grede 
at  very  low  water,  in  a  dry  season  I  am  told  it  is  found  without  any 
mixture  of  water,  and  is  pure  oil ;  it  rises,  when  the  creek  is  high, 
from  the  bottom  in  small  globules,  when  these  reach  the  sur&ce 
they  break  and  expand  to  a  surprizing  extent,  and  the  flake  Tsries 
in  color  as  it  expands  j  at  first  it  appears  yellow  ar^d  purple  only, 
t»ut  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  reach  it  in  more  directions,  the  colors  ap- 
pear to  multiply  into  a  greater  number  than  can  at  once  be  compr^ 
hended. 

From  Oil  Creek  to  Cuskakushing,  an  old  Indian  Town,  is  about 
seventeen  miles^— the  whole  of  this  way  is  barren,  high  mountains, 
not  fit  for  cultivation ;  the  mountain  presses  so  close  on  the  River 
that  it  is  almost  impassable,  and  by  no  means  impracticable  when 
the  River  is  high,  then  travellera  either  on  foot  or  horseback  are 
obligcd^to  ascend  the  mountain  and  proceed  along  the  summit 

At  Cuskushing  there  is  a  narrow  bottom  about  two  miles  long, 
good  land,  and  a  very  fine  Island  fifty  or  sixty  acres,  where  the  In- 
dians formerly  planted  corn.  From  Cuskushing  to  another  old 
Indian  Town,  also  on  the  Bank  of  the  River,  is  about  six  miles ; 


this  pbo^  is  called  Canenaoaii  or  Hickory  Bottom ;  liere  is  a  few 
hnndred  acres  of  good  land  and  some  small  Islands^  froQi  hence  to  a 
place  named  by  the  natives  the  Burying  Ground,  from  a  tradition 
they  have  that  some  extraordinary  man  waa  buried  there  many  hun- 
dred years  ago^  is  about  thirteen  miles ;  most  of  this  way  is  also  a 
barren  and  very  high  mountain,  and  you  have  to  tratel  greatest 
part  of  the  way  in  the  Bed  of  the  Biver.  To  Brokenstraw  Creeks 
or  Bockalooof,  from  the  last  named  place  is  about  fourteen 
miles,  here  the  hiijb  axe  not  so  high  or  barren,  and  there  are 
sundry  good  bottoms  along  the  River.  About  half  way  there  is 
a  hill  called  by  the  Indians  Paint  Hill,  where  they  find  very 
good  red  oker.  Brokenstraw  is  thirty  yards  wide,  there  is  a  fine 
sitoatiotf  and  good  bottom  near  the  mooth  on  both  sides,  but  a  little 
way  up  the  creek  large  hills  covered  with  pine  make  their  appear* 
tnee.  From  Brokenstraw  to  Canewago  is  eight  or  nine  miles — her9 
10  a  narrow  bottom,  interspersed  with  good  dry  land  and  meadow 
Ground  all  the  way,  and  there  is  a  remarkable  fine  tract  at  the 
mouth  of  Conewago,  of  a  thousand  or  perhaps  more  acres, -from 
the  whole  of  which  you  command  a  view  up  and  down  the  main 
branch  of  Alleghany,  and  also  up  Gonewagoo  a  considerable  distance. 
Conewagoo  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable 
for  large  boats  up  to  the  head  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which  is  upwarda^ 
of  fifty  miles  from  its  junction  with  the  east  branch  of  the  Biver.' 
The  head  Jadaque  Lakp  is  said  to  be  only  twelve  miles  from  Lake 
Erie,  where  it  is  also  said  the  French  formerly  had  a  Fort,  and  a 
good  Waggon  Boad  from  it  to  the  liike.  Gonewaeoo  forks  about 
tliirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  East  Branch,  is  lost  in  a  morass 
wrhere  the  Indians  frequently  carried  their  canoes  across  into  a  large 
creek  called  the  Oateraque,  which  empties  into  the  lake  for^  or  fifty 
miles  above  Niagara. 

This  account  of  the  Branches  of  Conewagoo  I  had  from  my  Quide, 
an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Seoecas,  a  native  of  the  place,  and  an  intelli- 
gent white  man,  who  traversed  aU  this  country  repeatedly  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  the  facts  are  so — tho'  I  do  not  know  them 
actually  to  be  so  as  I  went  only  a  small  distance  up  this  creek,  being 
informed  there  is  no  land  fit  for  cultivation  to  the  first  fork  or  to  the 
lower  end  of  Jadaque  Lake,  which  begins  seven  miles  up  the  West 
Branch,  except  what  has  already  been  mentioned  at  the  mouth  of 
/  the  creek,  the  appearance  of  the  country,  in  a  view  taken  from  the 
eummil  of  ome  of  the  high  bills,  fully  justified  this  Beport,  ^s  nothing 
can  be  seen  but  one  large  chain  of  mountains  towering  above 
another — ^here,  perhaps,  it  may  not  'be  limiss  to  insert  the  supposed 
distances  in  a  eolleeted  view — ^and  First  from  Fort  Pitt  to  Mo' 
Iienes^  40  miles 

To  fourth  branch  of  Canagbqunesei  6 

TRocky,  or  Flat  Rock  Creek,  10 

S^ndy  Creek,  24 

French  Creek^  B 
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Ouskaoushingi 

OananftCfti, 

The  Bttijing  G-roandj 

Brokenfitraw; 

OoBeWUgoOj 

154 

Deduet  from  Fort  Pitt  to  MofLen^  &«« 
between  iOke  depreeiation  and  donatioQ 
traetflj  40 

Leaves  the  donatioii  land  do  be  114  miles  loag* 

'  For  ihe  same  reason  that  I  did  not  proceed  far  np  OonaiNigDOy 
I  returned  ttie  most  direct  Road  to  the  barying  Ground — here  three 
old  Indian  paths  take  off,  one  to  Oajahaga,  on  Lake  Btie,  one  t» 
Gnekttsky,  on  the  west  branoh  of  Beaver  Oreek»  and  the  tiiird  to  n 
Bah  spring,  higher  np  the  same  branch  of  Beaver-— from  henee  I 
eroBSed  the  chain  of  mountains,  which  runs  along  the  Biver,  and  in 
tnTcUinff  what  I  computed  to  be  about  twenty  ive  milesi  reached 
^e  first  fork  on  Oil  Greek,  on  the  most  easterly  Branohes  there  are 
test  quantities  of  white  Pine,  fit  for  masts,  Boards,  fte.  In  this  fork 
is  a  large  Body  of  tolerable  good  land,  tho'  high,  and  along  the  West 
Branch  very  rich  and  extensive  Bottoms  fit  for  meadow,  of  the  first 
quality^-this  eontinues  about  fifteen  miles  alon^  the  creek,  which  is  a 
beautifnl  stream,  from  thirty  to  forty  yards  wide^  and  jffetty  deep. 
From  the  West  Bmnch  of  Oil  Creek  I  proceeded  on  a  Westerly 
<»urse,  about  ten  miles  along  a  ridge  which  is  diflicnlt  to  ascend, 
bdng  hi^  and  steep,  but  when  you  get  up  it  is  flat  on  the  snmmity 
four  or  five  miles  broad,  very  level,  and  fine  springs  issue  from  the 
declivity  on  both  sides,  the  land  heavily  loaded  with  Hickoiy,  large 
oak,  maple,  and  very  large  Ohesnut.  From  the  West  End  of  this 
Bidge  several  large  springs  rise,  which  form  the  most  Easterly  branch 
of  French  Greek — there  are  five  branohes  of  this  Creek,  which  is 
called  Sugar  Greek,  by  Mr.  Hutchintt  all  of  which  have  fine  Bot* 
toms,  excellent  for  meadow  and  pasturage,  but  the  upland  or  ridgea 
between  are  stony,  cold,  moist  and  broken,  chiefly  covered  with 
Beech,  Pine,  and  scrubby  Ohesnut 

At  the  fork  or  junction  of  Sugar  Oreek  with  the  main  or  Wea* 
Branch  of  French  Greek,  (which  is  only  eight  miles  up  from  Ve- 
nango,) there  is  some  fine  plains  or  savannahs,  and  a  large  quantify 
of  meadow  ground — there  are  but  few  bottoms,  and  little  or  no  up* 
land  besides  what  is  above  mentioned,  for  twenty  mike  up  this 
branch,  where  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  excellent  meadow 
ground,  beside  which  there  is  not  much  good  land  until  you  reach 
LeBerroff  (Boeuf?) 

From  Venango,  I  returned  along  the  path  leading  to  Pittsburff  to 
within  about  seven  miles  of  Flat  Kock  Greek — here  I  took  a  West 
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tamne  alcmg  a  large  dWMittf  Bidge  alrMdy  notfeed,  alNMttn:  nfilnay 
l^lit^re  t  stntek  a  bmiMh  of  Catiagltqu^sese,  or  Beaver^  aboal  Hdttf 
ynxiB  wHe,  And  whfefc  Jokifl  Fkt  Ro«k  be^bre  it  cfuptiee  into  lb# 
fluno  bniMsh  orCaDagbqnefDefle*— on  this  ereek  k  T«ry  Am  asd  krgor 
bottoms^  and  in  flotne  pkcet  sottie  good  upland^  Hbo/  mioh  brokos 
iritb  high  banen  hflls  and  sotne  deep  moMesefir.  QMk  ereek  is  not 
laid'  down  iti  any  ttap  iii^i  I  hsem  eeefi.  Ailer  faafdng  explored  M§ 
ereek  and  Lande  adjacent,  I  proeeeded  on  a  Sonth  eoniee  ml  I  etroek 
Kr.  MoLene's  line  witfafn  eight  nnks  of  the  &reat  Bo«ver  OnAf 
trhfeh  I  Allowed  to  the  Ore^k ;  all  Miie  dielanee  ie  revy  biHy,  tkei^ 
are  eom^  small  bottoms,  bnt  llie  major  part  of  ^oee  eig^t  miles  is 
Hot  fit  for  onltiradon. 

'  Prom  where  BSr.  MeLenefs  line  strikes  the  gfeait  Or  West  Braoek 
df  ihe  Beaver,  I  oontrnned  exploring  Hbe  o<)nnt^  tip  Ibe  Mtersk 
western  branohes  of  ^e  Beaver,  vis.,  the  meet  Westerly,  a«d  Iwor 
branches  denominated  the  Sbenango.  The  distanee  from  the  flbov#' 
named  Ifiie  to  iHi  old  Moravian  Tovm  is  three  or  fonr  miles^  firom 
ihenee  to  SbenaDgo,  two  and  a  hidf  or  three  nrilee  |  thence  to  a  Ibrio 
or  second  branoh,'1rwo  miles ;  from  tbo  month  ef  Sheiiaato  toOuev 
knskey,  on  the  West  bhnioh,  is  six  or  seven  miles,  bnt  it  was  f«N 
merly  all  called  Cnsknskey  by  the  nataves  along  ibis  branch  as  high' 
as  the  Salt  spring,  which  hi  twenty  five  miles  from  the  woatii  of 
0henango. 

There  is  snch  a  similarity  ha  almost  -  all  the  lands  on  all*  ^^ 
branches  of  Beaver  Greek;  tbatiei  parilcdar  doMriptiOn  of  each  would 
be  mere  [repetition].  I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  observe  that  the 
bottoms  generally  are  the  most  excellent  that  can  be  well  imagined^ 
and  are  very  extensive — the  upland  is  hilly,  and  some  bad,  but  most 
of  the  hills  are  fertile  and  very  liob  aoQ — from  the  falls  of  the  Great 
Beaver  up  to  the  head  of  the  West  Branch,  and  twenty  miles  up  the 
Shenango  branch,  is  to  a  considerable  cBstanee  on  either  ^de  those 
creeks  there  is  little  land  but  may  be  cultivated;  and  I  believe  no 
country  is  better  watered. 

Ilierewitt^  MttMoit  a  sketch .Qf  that  part  of  the  countrv  only  which 
my  duty  as  Agent  obliged  me  to  explore.  This,  together  with  the 
Bi^miirlai  hereiaceafaioed  will,  I  flatter  myse)^  give  a  jester  idea  of 
ttie  traei  tiiau  any  map  yet  published.  Tbo'  I  do  not  pretend  to 
fliyit  is  eerract,  as  the  di^noes  are  all  snpposed,  and  there  are  pro- 
bably eevtfral  omiesions  in  this  sketoh,  yet  m.otre  creeks,  hiIIS|  ^| 
are  noticed  than  have  been  before,  and  their  real  courses  and  near 
connection  &  division  by  Hills  &  Ridges  ascertained. 

No  Creek  is  laid  down  or  branch  wbieh  is  not.  upwards  of  Twenty 
yards  wide-HWaaUer  rdne  ale  no^  ootioed— <»n  the  whole  I  have  en- 
deavcfffil  im  well  in  the  nmvarks  as  i»  ^he  sketch,*  so  far  as  I  have 
gone,  to  answer  the  e^d  for  which  I  was  appointed  Agent,  as  well 
as  in  my  power.  WM.  IRVINE,  Agent. 

'  9.  B.     3!h$  dotted  lines  show  ibe  several  eoursee  taken  in  ex^lor- 
*  This  Bketch  has  not  been  fonnd. 
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In  Council,  Philadelphia  April  11^  1786.  . 
Connoil  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  five  commiBsioners  under  the 
Besolution  of  Assemblj  of  the  21st  of  Majr  last,  when  it  appeaMd 
that  the  following  Qe&tlemen  were  chosen,  vhs.  Bobert  raorri^ 
George  Glymer,  John  Armstrong  Jun.,  Thomafl  Fitzaimons  &  Tenon 
Goze^  Bsqmres. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
JAMES  TRIMBLB, 
for  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun., Secj. 
[Letter  Book,  Vol,  UI.  p.  194-] 
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RbPOBT  of  GoMMISSIONSBS  on  fiOURBABT    BETWIEN  PeNIT- 
STLVANIA   AND  VjkW  YORK,  1786. 

.  W^  the  auhaeribem  beii^g  appeidled  Oemmiaaipnais  .agreeaUj  t# 
Laws  severallj  Enacted  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennejlvsnia,  and  'the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  mnnibg  and  markSnga  Booadary  line  bat^eeo  tbe  add  states, 
to  begin  at  the  River  Delavmre  tn  forty  two  Degrees  Nerth  I^tirade, 
and  to  continue  in  the  same  Parallel  of  forty  two  Degrees,  to  tim 
western  Bxtremity  of  the  sd.  stateSy-— Have  in  oonr&nrmity  to  one 
appointment  finished  ninety  miles  of  thi^  sd.  Boundary,  eztendiuf 
from  the  Ri?er  Delaware  to  the  Western  side  of  the  South  Brsaeh 
of  the  Tioga  River«  and  marked  the  same  with  substantial  mik 
stones.  Witness  our  Hands  and  seals^  this  twelfth  day  of  Oetoboi^ 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seyen  hundred  and  Eighty  aix,  17S6. 

ANDW.  BLLIOOTT,  [ir.  B.}  For  PennsylTaraia. 

JAMES  OLINTON,  [lu  s.]     It^^m— VnA 
SIMEON  DE  WITT,  £l,  s.]  |  ™f  ««^  *^* 

October  12, 1786. 

Report  of  Andrew  Ellioot  (for  Penna.)  and  Simeon  De  Witt,  and 
James  Clinton  (for  New  York,)  Oonimrs.  to  run  and  mark  a  Boua<i 
dary  Line  between  Pennsyhania  and  New  York,  to  the  Supxemo 
Exeontive  Cocmcil  of  Penna-f 

♦  See  Ool.  Vel.,  XV.  p.,  5 

t  See  aocompanying  map,  oopled  from  apparently  oiiglMl  Bepoit^  in 
Snrreyor  Oenerala  efika^  HaiUsbvgli. 
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GOVBRNOB  EANDOtOPH,  OT  VtBOIKXA,  TO  PBBSL  DiCKINSOK,   1786. 

To  Uf  Ezoellenoy  the  Pinwidaiit  of  FenntyhraBMi. 

Riehmofndy  December  I^  1786. 
ter, 

I  fte)  ft  peculiar  salieAwtioii  ift  forwatdlttg  to  yotur  Bxeelleitey  tbe 
inclofled  act  of  onr  Legislature.  As  it  breaths  a  spirit  tml  j  foederal  and 
eontaiiis  an  etfott  to  sopport  our  Qeneral  Gcreinmeiit^  which  is  i!ow 
rcdtreed  to  the  moet awful  crisis,  pertnit  me  to  solicit  your  BxceIleiic/0 
ao-operalion  at  this  trying  moment. 

t  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
yonr  Bicellency's, 

most  obedient  HnmUe  servant, 

EDMUND  RANDOLPH. 


No.  81. 

An  Act  BssPSoriNa  Oomm:bec£,  1786. 

AN  ACT, 
For  appointing  Depaties  from  this  Commonwealth  to  a  oooveation 
troposea  to  be  held  iu  the  City  of  Phibdelphia  in  May  iiext>   tot 
bepurpoae  of  revising  the  Federal  constitution. 

Whereas,  the  Gommissioaera  who  assembled  at  Annapolis  on  the 

Yurteenth  of  September  last,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  and  leport* 

^  the  meana  of  enabling  Congress  to  provide  efiectaally  for  the 

9fflmercial  Interest  of  Ae  United  States,  have  represented  tha 

toesaity  of  extending  the  revision  of  the  federal  system  to  all  ita 

feots^  and  have  recommended  that  deputies  for  that  purpose  be 

pointed  by  the  several  Legislatures  to  meet  in  Convention  in  the 

J  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  day  of  May  next,  a  proviaioi| 

bh  seems  preferable  to  a  discussion  of  the  subject  in  Congress, 

tre  it  might  be  too  muoh  iotermpted  by  the-  ordinary  business 

re  them,  and  where  it  would  besides  be  deprived  of  the  valuable 

acils  of  Sundry  individuals^  who  are  disqualified  by  the  consti* 

^  or  laws  of  particular  Sitates,  or  restrained  by  peculiar  eireum; 

bs  from  a  seat  in  that  Assembly. 

fd  whereas,  the  General    Assembly  of   this  commonwealth, 

k  into  view  the  actual  situation  of  the  Confederacy,  as  well  as 

^Dff  on  the  alarming  represetitatiens  made  from  time  to  time 

^  iJnited  States  in  Congress,  particularly  in  their  act  of  the 

|h  day  of  February  last  can  no  longer  doubt  that  the  crisis  is 

f  at  which  the  good  people  of  Americai  are  to  decide  the 


824  {nBUNS^LYANlA  A&OBIVBS  1780^. 

solemn  queaiion,  whether  they  wiU  by  wise  and  msgnanimoas  eA>rts 
reap  the  just  fruits  of  that  independenoe  which  they  have  so 
glorioosly  ac()aired,  and  of  that  nnion  which  they  hare  cemented 
with  so  much  of  their  common  blood,  or  whether  by  giving  way  to 
nnmanly  jealousies,  and  pregudioca,  or  to  partial  aM  traasitDry 
interests,  diey  will  renoouoe  the  auspicious  blessings  prepared  for 
them  by  the  Revolution,  and  ifumish  to  its  enemies  an  eventoal 
triumph  over  those  by  whoso  virtue  and  vakw  iiliaa  be«tn  aooom- 
plished.  4. 

And  whereasi  the  same  noble  and  extended  pdioyi  and  t' 
same  fraternal  and  affectionate  aentiments  which  originally  de^.^ 
mined  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  to  unite  with  ;,««««^ 
Brethren  of  the  other  States  in  establishing  foederal  Government, 
cannot  but  be  felt  with  equal  force  now  as  the  motives  to  lay  adde 
every  inferior  oonsideiationi  and  to  concur  in  such  further  conoeasions 
and  povisions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  great  objects  for 
whicn  that  Government  was  instituted,  and  to  render  the  United 
States  as  happy  in  Peace  as  they  have  been  glorious  in  war. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  that  seven  Commissioners  be  appointed  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  House  of  Assembly,  who  or  any  three  of  them  are 
hereby  authorized  as  deputies  from  this  Commonwealth  to  meet  such 
deputies  as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  other  states  to 
assemble  in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  as  above  recommended,  and 
to  join  with  them  in  devising  and  discussing  all  such  alteradons  and 
further  provisions,  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  fooderal  con- 
stitution adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union,  and  in  reporting 
such  an  act  for  that  purpose  to  the  United  States  in  Oongreaa,  ss 
when  agreed  to  by  them  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  sereral  states 
will  effectQally  provide  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  in  ease  of  death  of  any  of  tiie 
said  depnties,  or  on  the  declining  their  appoinment,  the  Execotivi 
are  hereby  authorized  to  supply  such  vacancies,  and  the  Oovemor 
is  requested  to  transmit  forthwith  a  Copy  of  this  act  to  tfad  Unifeed 
States  in  Congress  and  to  the  Executives  in  each  of  the  states  in  the 
Union. 

November  23, 1786,  passed  the  Senate, 

H.  BROOKE,  0.  B. 

'  November  9, 1786,  read  the  third  time  and  passed  the  House  ef 
Delegates, 

JOHN  BBOKLBY,  0-  H.  D. 

[Letter  Book,  Vol.,  L  p.,  410-413.] 
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■'      ■     ..  ^  '      ■  Wd.  82. 

Got.  Mvwj^Mt  09  VmoimiA,  to  fus.  SaukHmwf,  178& 

%  Hia  Ezoellenoj  the  PresideDt  of  PeDDSjlTftniA, 

Ricitiiioiia.  JytoMoiKT  x.  i786. 

*■'•  ■ 

I  id  mjmlt  ih^  hdnot  ot  trai^smittiDff  to  your  Ezoetlenogr  !be 
ioclofled  leflolation  of  the  Qeperal  ABs^mb^  of  virgioia.  Five  Coni'^ 
missicfnen  have  been  already  appointed  as  members  of  the  Commer* 
<Mai  Cooftrenee  therein  pi'oposed^  and  will  certainly  inform  your 
Sxeeneney  when  and  where  k  Is  to  be  hoMen.  In  tne  mean  tune^ 
I  have  only  to  with  the  presence  of  Pennsylvania  by  her  depatiea  at' 
tSIs  intenaed  meeting. 
I  have  (he  Honor  Sir^ 

to  be  with  tibe  gmleat 

«mI  mpeei  your  EtoMma^ 

most  obedient  Servsnt, 

EDMUND  KiLNDOLPfl. 
[Letter  Boek,  y«L  L,  p.  410«] 


No.  38. 

In  the  House  of  Delegaiteiy 

Wednesday,  the  8th  of  November;  1786. 
Wbereaa  on  the  13th  of  January,  1786,  a  Besolution  was  entered 
into  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this  State  in  conformity  to  a  Reso- 
lutioa  entered  into  by  the  State  of  Maryland  in  the  same  year  and 
transmitted  to  this  State  for  its  concurrence  in  the  following  words. 
'^  Sesolyed,  That  it  is  essential  to  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
'  the  State  of  Maryland  and  this  State,  that  duties  on  Imports  or 
^  SxpartBy  if  Uad,  ^uld  be  the  same  in  both  States,  and  that  it  i^ 
proper  for  the  Legislatures  if  the  sdd  States  at  their  annual  meet- 
tin^  in  the  autumn  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  meet  and  commu- 
aic&ta  the  regnfaKtioni  of  Ootameroe  and  duties  proposed  by  each 
State  mod  to  confer  on  saoh  subjeetB  as  may  concern  the  eommerciat 
Ipteiuif  of  k>tfa  States,  and  both  States  should  be  equal,  not  hag 
thsuQi  tlfttfee  nor  nose  thaa  ftve  from  each  State  and  they  shoQld 
tnovudly  meet  in  the  third  week  of  September  if  required  by  the 
ruifl^JBlatmi  of  either  State  or  the  CommissiODera  thereof^  at  sudi 
jJm0&  na  they  should  appoint." 
Voii.  33.— 28 


ke  appoiBled  by  johit 

duJl  be  aniborised 

Msykfti  It  Ibe  time  md 

plac»  «•  may  be 

^«im  teke  place  wnigr  tbe  foiegoiog  Beao- 

foor  ao  tbe  ibinl  week  in  September 

V  9*  Anked  tbaft  tbe  olyeei  tberaoC  may  be 

musc^  &»  ite  7imflUBn:as5  a:  lo  be  affKMDled  aball  witboat 

ja^   «.    r vflf-^  BML  ancn  a»  l^^pv  fitgnlaiioos  lo  the  two 

I  iiom  tbe  oQBcar- 
i  JL  ais  ^r:^Qged  ooofeienoea  and 


be  laaMdiately 
'  tbat  Stele,  as  well 
wa  UuaStete 
«-3sxsBuan  V  uu  sui  Scafie  of  PewoeylTaiiU  Uie 
^   ^^^  7T^i7i^aei£  wmu  ix  aa  aa  jBTiteliaa  to  tbe 


«r&e<w  r^nK^  IK  iT-^srnw  SoMsna  abaU  be  fortbwitb 
^sea^  ^  Sfc  c  =:raiat  ir  m.  iiis  S^are  m  Cowgnaa  to  be  by 
umK   *rr?-*    r^^T"**  i  r  un  TorjiaBe  af  obteining  ibe  C0Dea^ 

rcMt  Jii«  Becklej,  Clk.  H.  D. 


1 


......J 


Hjibenioetntblljlfi  Stoiie  to  Uhe  fim,  Aid  mtA»HmmmM 
^  lasting  $a4  poimiUEieiftt'  mannw  btf  mil«il#ttHi  ft  yoMi..«Hw 
ttde4  l\y  |i»p«ftd»  of  etrfih  whfM  sloiiM  «<liil4  Hoi  be  priOBwd. 
.Stools  »t  the  49v«ml  peiDte  nrhm  t^  jAtinAs  iriii  aeterniDtd 
Vfti  Md  well  vMrlcddy jiitd  foiiliiit:  mi  ik»§otthMi4m  PoMMfiiip 
Ltiitade  42<'  N.  .178Z|  a)ff>  Ike  Mfbtioli  oC'UMr^MaimfidiiMMai 
the  North  side  New  York  mid  their  eevoral^'ip^uioea  from  the 
er  Delaware. 

Vitness  onr  Handfl  and  Seals  tbis  Twenty  ninth  day  of  Ootober, 
.iTKooiand  Mves  Hundred  and  lligbty  seven.'*' 

I         AND'W  ELLICOT,  [1*.  b.]     )  Commissioners  from 
ANIXBdBW  FOB.VSSL,  p..  b.]  /      Fenoaylvftnla. 

ABRA'M  HARDENBERO;  [l.  s.]  )  Commissioners  from 
WILLIAM  MORRIS,  £i.  *J  J        New  Yort 

toned, 

^  Reo'd  Not.  29, 1787.  Report  fVom  the  Commismonenof  Penii- 

tania  and  New  York  of  their  having  oompleated  the  Boandary 

peen  the  iwo  SUtea.'' 

.lie  foregoing  is  oopied  from  the  original— on  parchment  (now  in 

^orveyw  Oeoenfe  «aeft«t  Hankhwgfa,) 

Ibb.  1»,  1855,b!r&H. 


No.  8«. 
*  Fltssii>£flrr  MtrBtENBEEa  to  Pbiladixphia.  AQBjomavBj^» 

80<5IKTY— HeSSUIJ  FXiY,  1788. 

In  Conncil; 
'  rUkdelphia,  September  Uk^  net. 

i  PrMlaautionf  w«s  isfned  on  the  25tli  of  June  last  by  Iris  Bti- 
»ieL  Ma|esty,  ptobibiting  the  Entry  of  wheat,  the  growth  of  any 
Am  TMfifeoriee  otf  the  United  States,  into  any  of  the  Porta  of 
M  Brilni,  and  as  theie  la  leaeen  to  believe  that  the  said  Proela- 
tfen  has  been  oeoaaioned  byaooie  miainfoittiatiott  reepeoting  the 
Mt  Mlled  the  Hessian  Fly. 

|oaocil  therefore  request  your  useful  Sooicl(7  to  investiii^  and 
Ift  to  tbem  80  soon  aa  eonveoient  the  Nature  of  the  Heasiaa  JPly^ 


"9^  tSee  Smith's  Laws  Vol.  H.,  also  the  aocdmpsiiyiDg  Hap^ 
f  S«e  Col.  Reo.»  Vol.  XY.,  pp.  523,  626,  and  384,  386  of  this. 


1BI  fSinillXVAllt4  AlKtntTte  li^. 

piiIiiMMlHii  ii  ffcn  auMM  nf  il»  Msg  jMOMMfed^  md  ih«  eieca 
tif-ifKllmiylwWi*;  «d  to»MrUia  wHk  •!!  |kMtible  pita- 
MB,  vtehit «»  Km  of  Ahi  dftfM  it  not  oeeMoned  % j  the  destm 
I  of  the  Plttit,  tnd  wkecber  the  small  Qvastitj  oP  nfcest  prodnctt 
a  iicM  inftMd  wkh  Uto  Flj,  is  good  Qtsin,  or  otiienrix 
tho  uM*  siMMsfol  meHisd  thai  htm  hitfkerto  heen  fr 
hr  pweatiiig  the  sifeots  of  tkifl  iaseot 
I  em.  Sir,  with  great  respect, 
joar  Tery  hmmble  aemnt, 

P£TE&  MUHLENBEaCli,  Y.  P. 
Direcled, 

Samael  Pevelli  Vmp.,  IVe^eot  of  the  ^Agtictdtond  Sodety. 


Ko.  ««. 

Befobt  of  C!oi7ncil  to  tbdk  Gsneeal  Asskxblt — Ebxk,  ITS^ 

Beport  of  the  Sapreme  Saesofiife  Consii  to  the  Cknerml  AasemV- 
of  the  SUte  of  PeDii9j|v»ttift.  , 

That  they  have  negociated  a  Parchaae  with  the  Oongreas  of  t. 
United  States,  for  tkeTVad  of  land  contained  in  the  interval  betr-- 
a  Meridian  Line  run  between  lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  J^enn^ 
vaniay  and  the  Boundariet  of  the  Statet  of  New  York  and  JKzs 
c&iMettr,  at  the  rate  of  three  fourths  of  a  Dollar  ^  acre,  payabk 
(}old  or  SiWer,  or  in  public  securities  of  the  United  StSLtes,  bear- 
Interest,  when  the  quantity  is  iteoertiined  by  aeiual  survey  in  : 
manner  prescribed  by  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  June  1^ 
As  by  the  Instructions  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress  of 
Their  Proposals  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  7th  of  July  1? 
and  a  final  acceptance  of  the  said  Terms  by  the  said  Board  on  - 
28rii  of  A4guillBBly  which  accompany  this  report,  will  fully  appec 
/  Council  have  essayed  an  estimate  of  the  other  Ezpences  whicti 
jl^eir  opinion  may  be  neosasaiy  for  oompleatiag  tiie  aionsaad  F* 
chase,  amounting  to  ,  whieh  they  herewith  traasS' 

3a^  certainty  cannot  be  attained  in  this  Bnshieai,  aa  the  expc:> 
will  depend  in  soma  measure  ou  the  Quantity  of  land  fonad  om  ad*^ 
survey,  and  may  be  eieets^  by  nisoy  ether  eontiageat  Gm^ 
stances. 


J  is  neither  date  nor  signatore  to  tbe  foregoing— It  evidently  rc^ 

^  the  prseedtng  papen-^s  alluded  to  in  the  meeaages  of  the  Presidea; 
Col.  Boo.,  Vo).  XV.,  p.  528,  630,  682,  Sept.  17B8.     (From  oiiaiiiaL) 
t  See  this  Tol,  pp.  261,  252,  808-811 


iHK^mmmik.  ^Movm^^  vim        n 

It  lenudns  for  the  OeoeittL*  AMttiUljp  to  make  the  neeenery  ap- 
propriatioD  of  public  securities  to  discharge  the  Purchase  to  the 
Utntsd  SMae^  stud  to  asaiga  the  Funds  from  whence  the  odier  Sx- 
^Biat  nay  h«  dtMB. 


Assembly  to  President  MiFFLnr,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  have  carefiiUT  e^Mmia^  th<  Mioiitoa  of  the  late  and  ptaaent 
Houses  of  Assembly,  and  cannot  find  any  order  on.  that  part  of  the 
message  from  Council  relative  to  Gen'I  St  OlaVs  letter  of  Jnljr 
iiJ^*  ^Bd  the  Act  of  O<«gtefl0)  of  Angvft:  12th,  laai,  adtes:  than* 
tlifir  t^g.  referred  Septes^bsr  8th,  .last^  to  Mr.  Wjnka<^  Mrj 
Keq^edji  &,  Mr.  Findlsjf  No  Nport  waa'made  bj  .Hhat  eefluiiitts^ 
J^PH  has  the  safcge^fe  hasn  .tekea  np'by  the  preaeat  Boase. 
*I  lunw  Idia  honoa  to  he 

yout  BaoelF  jr»  '  ' 

most  obedient  humble  servant,     ' 

J.  SHALLDS. 
Jan'y  6th,  1789. 
Directed^  , ,.        - 

H^  lixGeUanoj,  Ibemaa  Miffim,  Esqr. 


...■,.       .1- -) 

Agbsemsnt  between  the  Six  Nations  and  Commissioners 
Foa  Lands  oil  LiAE*  BiUb,  &o.,  1789. 

Be^il^Mitoherefi  by  slT'Vrhnm' it  n^ay  concern:'  \\ 

^at  on  the  ninth  dsy  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oni*  tiordy  on^ 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  in  open  and  public  Council 
We  the  undersigned  Chiefs^  Warriors,  and  others,  Eepres^nUng  thq 
fbllowing  named  Tribes  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  wit — ^Tbe  Ondwagfia*^ 
or  Senecas,  Cayugas,  Tiiscaroras,  Onandagas,  and  Oneidas*;  for  and 
in  behalf  of  ourselves,  our  tribes,  Ofur  and  their  Heirs  and  Succes- 
Bors,  on  the  one  part — and  Richard  Butlor  and  John  Gibson,  £a- 
(f^m;  GoBiBiiseioDefca  for  bud  %n  Maif  of  tiie  'Htalaaf  Pensyl- 
^jm%  (OBaa>(|n  thb  o4her  panl,  did  natas  jund  oenokdi  «pon  th«[ 
ipUe«ii«aiii9les,Tia^{  ; 

'        '  .  .        ■•    .'t 

,,;   .;'fae•.c4}^9L^Y^l.XVA;K«8L.AJfPHi^#M^rtWa,.,    ;      .1 


^  Dhat  aa  soon  «f  tLesa  Articles  &vo  £igaed».  ioteiNdbAimiUj  bj  tb 
^foresaid  Chiefs  and  GommissioDers,  the  said  diMil^  vfll.^MiMato  t 
Deed. of  Gonveyanee  to  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania  for  a  traotoi 
GooDtry  aa  hereafter  shaU  be  dflflflcibfid- 

ARTICLE  2nd. 

^  The  rigning  Chiefs  do  acknowledge  the  Right  of  the  soil  and  jm 
diction  to,  id,  and  over  that  tract  of  Country  bounded  on  the  Sontli 
by  ftlM.Norfth<]iw  of  tfie  fitnte  e(  P^aDSylvaiiia,  on  the  BaM  by  fb 
WiSBt  bomndiry*  of  the  State  of  New  Yofk,  agreeable  to  the  cessioi 
of  tbat  StatBSiod  Hhe  Slate  of  Maisaefaniets  to  fbe  tJnited  Steteij 
audi  on  ftbe  itotb  by  tb«'lf«>gili  of  Laibe  Ene^  kiclndiDg  Presqv 
Isiir ao^^dl.  tU  Bi^s«Dd  bArbonrs  nlong  tbe  dMnr^n  of  saM  Lib 
l^M^jboKifaieiW^  ^beondaiy  iof  i^nneylnniii  td  where  the  Weit 
boundary  of  ib»&aft»>efilfew  Yo»k  ttiay  «Me(S  m  ibterseet^be  thvA 
margin  of  the  said  lake  Erie.  To  be  ideated  in  ikte  mnt  Stotefl/ 
Pennsylvania  ameable  to  an  Aot  ql  Ooi^gsass  dated  the  sixth  day  if 
Jane  Jasti  1788.  ,  . 

:.'  ARTICLE  8id, 

The  said  Chiefs  do  agree  that  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  sbil 
and  may  at  any  time  they  may  think  proper,  survey,  dispose  of  id 
settle,  all  that  part  of  the  aflpnresaid  Country  lying  and  being  Vf^ 
of  a  line  running  along  the  middle  of  the  Gonawago  River  from  in 
eonfluenoe  with  the  AUeganv  River  into  the  Chadoehque  Lib 
•  thence  al<Aig  the  middle  of  the  said  lake  to  the  North  end  of  Ut 
same,  thence  a  meridian  line  ftrom  the  North  end  of  the  said  lak^if 
the  margin  or  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 

.'        .  ABTIOLS  4thi 

The  said  Chiefs  dq  agree  that  the  Navigation  or  Water  oofui8» 
eatioa  of  the  said  Cohbwago  River  and  the  Ctiadoohij[ae  lajce  aball  ii^ 
ftcf^f  to  the  ifiitizons  of  the  iState  of  Pennsylvania  in  common  wi 
Ibetns^lves,  but  that  neither  party  shall  build  or  erect  Dams  over* 
itofOflS  the  Cottowago  River  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  Boatac 
Qamloes  ttp  and  down  the  same  to  the  Allegany  River.  . 

.  ,         ARTICLE  5th. 

Tha*  as  kaiawl  YiHagss  beionging  to  the  aigutog  Chiefe  and  tb^ 
fobfle  a|«  abii  Irnng  en  tb*  mii  Goaowago  creek  and  in  ether  pc* 
of  the  country  supposed  to  be  within  the  traatiof  country  Wesl^' 
the  West  line  of  the  State  of  New  Tork  and  East  of  the  line  thnaf 
the  WatCM  aSf^feearlMlln  the  third  Articlc-^And  as  they  liave« 


HHnrSXLTiANIir  MMlSncfiS  ITdfeJ  Eftl 

oooniry  to  remove  (p  ^Aam  wiMfii-  iiiey  ttoir  liT«|  iW-  add  ohiefi  do 
reserve  for  their  own  and  their- pemk^i  ictideiicay  hantinff  and  fiali- 
ingf  all  that  part  of  the  tnM»t  of  (jonntr^  described  in  the  aeoond 
Artiole,  passing  from  the  Allegany  River  along  tho  middle  of  the 
Conowago  Greek,  the  Ohadochque  Lake  and  a  meridian  line  firom  the 
North  end  of  said  lake  to  Lake  9rte« 

ARTICLE  6th. 

The  said  Chiefs  do  Engage  for  and'  in  behalf  irf  themselves  and 
their  tribes,  to  give  protecUon  to  the  citi^enfl  of  tbf  said  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  «nd  oshers  who  may  come  to  tradq  or  transact  busi- 
ness under  proper  authority  among  them,  and  to  live  peaceably  with 
all  the  Citizens  cf  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  7th. 

The  said  Richard  Butler  a«d  John  CHbsoii,  Ssquires,  Commis- 
sioners for  and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Penneylvaifia,  do  agree  to 
the  aforesaid  articles  in  their  true  intent  and  meaping,  and  they  do 
further  engage  on  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
afforesaid  Chiefs  anfi  tha  people  of  their  tribes,  ibidl  have  full  and 
peaceable  liberty  to  hunt  and  fish  within  any  port  of  the  Coun- 
try first  above  described^  they  demeaning  themselves  peaceably 
towards  the  thh^bltants.  But  the  said  Chiefb  or  their  successors, 
shall  not  at  any  time  hereafter,  direcCfy  or  indirectly,  leas^  rent,  or 
make  sale  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  tcaet  here  R^rved  for  their 
Use  and  Residence,  to  any  other  State,  person  or  persons. 

In  Testimony  of  the  above  Articles  being  duly,  openly  and  fairly 
agreed  and  condutel  upon,  tineCbiefe  nndOomttismners  afforesaid 
have  interohanffably  set  their  hands  and  affixed  Uleir  seals  the  day 
and  year  first  Sbove  written. 

In  presence  of  .1 

A"-  St.  CLAIR,  Rioi^eajeu)  Sutlke.    (seal.] 

JOS.  HARMAR,  Jko.  GlBficnr.    [aiwa.] 

PAVir  ZEIGLER,  ^'  ^"^'^  ^^'^' 

Gapt.  1st  United  States  Begt  EjiOBOHauAQH,  (Taraqparo  Chief.) 
WINTHROP  SABGENT,        Or  Tearing  A^nder.      [seal.] 

JOHN  TRACY,  Cao»aho«a,  (8M»eo».)  [mal.] 

N.  McDowell,  En'r.  Or  Don  aj^ot  the  Fire. 

JACOB  MELCHBB,        Rawkdowah,  (Sen«a,)  [sial.] 
Cadet,  Ist  U.S.  Regt  "^   QrThepW 

JOSEPH  NICHOLSON. 
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Oj  Xbft  Sffimamg  Flak 

Gyantwachia.    [seal] 
Or  tbe  Coroplanter. 

Gyashota,  [sbal.] 
or  the  Big  Cross. 

Eanasse,  [seal.] 

Oncaaye,  (Onandago  Chief.)     [seal.J 
or  the  Dancing  Feather. 

SoAHAEs,  (Cayuga  Chief.)    [«eax.} 
or  Falling  Mountain. 

Otaohsaka,  (Cayuga.)     [siAL.] 
or  Brokeii  Tofti4h4«k. 

TEKAHrESS,  (Oneida.)    [seal.] 
or  the  Loiig  Tree. 

OMKBSoaiBtH^  (Seneca.)    [sbal.] 
gr  tiie;  Iieaded  Man. 

KiATULAHOfl,  (Mousey  Chief.)    [seal.] 
Qr  tbe  Snake. 

Aqueta,  ("Munsey.)    [seal.] 
or  Banay  Legs. 

KEANiMKJBiQOWA,  (Seneoa.)    [sbao*.] 
01  Big  Treq. 

OWENEWAH,  (Seneca.)    [seal.] 
or  Thrown  in  the  Water. 

JLcHtont,  [seal.] 
or  the  Half  TewD.   • 

Awacekoot,  [steAL.] 
or  the  Wasp.- 

OmsHEKOA,  [seal.] 
or  the  Wood  Bug. 

BftssEWA,  [seal.] 

or  tbe  Btg  Bal^  of  a  Kettle. 

SCIAWHOWA,  [seal.] 

or  the  OouncH. 


or  tho  BroKen  Twig.  i 

or  the  Full  Moon.  •      .   . 

N.'B.    The  two  Hunscys  sigiK^d  as  being  residents  on  the  land^^ 
were  not  owners. 


Be  it  remembered,  that  on  Ae  iinrtieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 

of  onr  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  two,  in  the  six* 

teenth  year  of  tili^IlQdbpeBdeiiDe  of  the  United  Stated  of  America, 

came  personally,  Joseph  Nicholson,  one  of  the  witnesses  within 

named,  before  me,  James  Bifidle,  Bsq.,  President  of  the  Court  of 

Compi09  Vloaeitt  t&e.IUstnoi consisting  of  the  City  &  County  of 

Philadelptiia,  and  County  o^  Bucks,  Montgomery  and  Delaware,  aad^ 

9iMle.«flrtfa  o«  tfi9  %(&f  £vaftgel]i«s  lof  iJmighiT  God,  that  he  iTas 

preaent  ^nd  sfiw  tbe  twenty  four  GraAtcrs  and  tn^  OoasmisrioiieiB  iii- 

the  within  deed  named,  loake  the  iigDAtnoea  or  marka  to  the  said! 

doed,  and  deal  and  deUvev  the  same  aa  their  a«t  and.  deed  Wvplasily 

and  i^e^jj  «nd  that^.said  depononi  Buhscribed  himself  as  »  witeisk 

to  the  execution  thereof,  and  that  he  also  saw  the  other  sevto  wiU 

nebsea  aubaeribe  their  nadies  'Witfain  wntten  respectively)  ioUhe  same 

deed,  and  thatitbd  aame  Joseph  Nicbolsaft  thereto  aabasHbed  is  oC 

kis  opfia  propi»r.ka%di  wtitiag.    In  teetizBooy  whereof  I  Immto  &evfr4 

unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  at  Philadelphia,  the  same  day  widyMrf 

aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  NICHOLSON, 
JAMBB  BIDDLE  *  [L.8.] 

iDrolled  in  the  Bolls  office  for  the  State  of  PennsylvaniayiA  Oott 
mission  Book  No.  1,  page  809. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  the  19th  day  of  June,  1794. 

MATH'W  IRWIN, 
M.  R. 


AOBEKMStlT— :^IJJAP  DfE%  1789. 

To.  SkgUTf^  to  ^  i^iMiiea  of  the  copies  <kf  papen  pkodvictd  bj 
Col,  Dyer,  endorsed  by  Mr.  Wilson  with  his  name;  upon  condition 
of  Col.  Pyefi  producing  the. Copy  of  the  petition  pt^^rred  l^'U^^ 
•     4^  Trem  the  original  at  narriflbtfrgb.'  •      >   :•  '   '       r 
28* 


as  Meni  for  the  SiiiqiiehaDQfth  Gompaoy  to  the  GfoWii|  ha  oaad  od 
the  Trial. 

These  Copies  to  he  subject  to  the  same  obli^ena  only  as  woqU 
lie  against  the  originals  if  pioduoed. 

The  Gonneotieut  agent  to  give  an  order  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Osbone 
for  proovringcertified  Copies  of  anj  of  the  Beoord  or  other ' ])<i«a« 
Itoents  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and  tfakt  certified  copies  from  the 
State  of  l^ew  Tork  or  Pennsylvania  or  other  State' of  any  puhlick 
Reeord  h^  adtnitted  to  be  read. 

Admittedi  provided  it  be  mutual, 

ELIJAH  DTBR  * 


Pbw.  Mi»mii  TO  Gw.  Kmox^  17t9. 

In  Oouneil) 

PhSadeif Iria,  Juntary  Mb,  ITML 

dofMMt  91.  CUr^s  letter  of  July  4th^  and  tfie  Aol  of  CMigKa 
ef  August  thft  12th»  I768»  nere  laid  before  theOeaeral  AssenMy 
by  eoBUoil  on  tbr  sixth  of  September  last. 

Il  iMpnra  by  the  Jovmals  of  the  ]jogMatm>e  that  on  the  Mgbt  ef 
Seplemfaer  they  ware  relemd  to  a  Oomuiittee  who  maAe  lio  »ep«tl 
to  thet  last  assembly. 

The  Aanmbly  of  the  present  year,  hav>e  not  talcvn  up  the 
business;  but  Oounoil  wiil  lay  before  them  at  their  next  sesmoB  ia 
the  begiwrfng  of  February,  your  letter  ef  the  «#eiity«njibtk  ef 
Beeembv. 

t  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

year  loost  obdt.  humb.  Servt., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN  f 
Jkntmdt 

Honble  Migor  General  Knox,  Seerotafy  at  Wa)r. 


RiPOBT  or  GoMMiTTBn  ON  Claim  of  Wm.  Hamiltoit,  1789. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Examine  the  account  of  William 
Hamilton,  Esq'r,  for  Ground  rent  due  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  four  Lots  ki  the  B.  of  LancaMer,  number,  vis. : — 5S4, 
535, 586, 587 ;  whereon  the  Barracks  are  erected,  which  said  lota  were 
seated  hi  tilts  Commowwealth  by  an  Act  of  Asbembly  paaaed   the 

*  The  foregoing  has  no  date — ^it  was  probably  submitted  at  the  trial  at 
9rettt<m ;  See  VdL  X,  though  fband  lAth  the  preeeditig  paper. 
t  See  GoL  Aeo.,  Vol*  ^Y.,  ^  641.    See  pafs  $d9  of  this. 


28th  Feb.,  ^SQ.  Aud^r  Qjrom»d  «eft  of  twaMber  J4U  in  the 
said  BoTOugb/ number,  vii. : — No.  654|  656,  wberebn  ibe  Powder 
Magifiii^  ia  eieoted. 

fieport  ibai  ibey  bave  considered  tbe  same  togetber  with  the  G.  Q4 
r^arks  th^eon. .  That  there  appears  are  overdiargQ  of  oi^  year  in 
tiie  skid  actoptmt^  for  ihe  first  menffbned  4  loir.'  Aird  that  a 
JDeduotion  of  20s.  Steriing.  Petin.  ongbi  t6  hki  made  in  ,the  two' 
other  Lots:  yonr  eommittee  batring  re^nkted  tfaemMheri  id  this 
d^dnotiott  oy  a  j^rinted  deedjpartly  fitleatip,  btit  tot  exet^nff&d  M 
the  said  two  Lots,  reserving  m^.  iterling  '^  ann.  genenklly.  Bat  are* 
Derertbeless  at  a  loss  to  detentatne  whether  it  is  intended  to  te^rve' 
208.  ip  ann.,  severally  on  sd.  Lots,  or  wbeibef  it  ifas  intended  to 
comprise  both  Lots  tinder  that  yeal-  by  reservation.   '  j 

Under  these  circnmstances  yonr  Committee  are  of  0|^on  tbat'^ 
Mr.  HanHriStton'iEt  charge  after  dedaoting  308.  ^  ami.  fronk  the  8m^| 
dt  those  two  lots,  a  bafanoe  will  8ti)l  1^  doe  ft  payable  to  bits  of; 
J^llO  1  8.    They  therefore  snbmit  tbe  following  resolntibn.  ;, 

Beaolvdd,  that  Conncil  wiU  grant  a  wattunt  on  the  ffreasnrfar'  ror' 
tbe  8inn.of  £110  1  8.  payable  to  the  saidWOliam  Hathttiilton.' 
]bq.>  igreAlf  to  the  Comptroller  Generals  Report  of  the  groond' 
rekits  ihie  to  him  on  riz  Lots  Whereon  the  Bfimieltt  ft  Powder- 
Bfaginitie  in  the  Bonmgh  of  Lancaster  are  erected,*  " 

Indor$edy 

'  Mr.  Hamilton  Bzamine  Act  of  Ass.,  Report  Itead  J  fit  time,  let. 
Jan.,  1789,  ^ 


Union  Towsy  17tli  Jaa'j^  1769. 


Sir, 

l^defstending  from  tba  bearar  Aal  a  part  «f  liii  bcuMessiwtoito 
colleot  the  returns  of  elections  in  the  several  counties,- aid  bs  belngl 
denied  by  circumstances  th^  Opportii&icy  of  Mosiving  an  answer  from 
the  abevi0|  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  return,  I  take  the  liberty, 
for  ihe  satisfaction  of  Council  to  inform  you  that  no  election  ba^ 
been  held  in  this  Conntv  for  the  Election  of  Electors*  The  number 
of  perdous  Who  attended  on  that  day  was  not  stUBdent  to'have  tiled 
the  necessary  offices  of  such  an  election. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  high  respect.  Sir, 

yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

EPH&AIM  DOUGLASS. 
I}irecieil, 

Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  Council. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  614,  618,  646. 


[  *  '"'     Lewis  Nicola  to  SiCRETART  Biddlb,  i7$9.'  '  . 
,^  .        .  ,    .  Work  house^ 20  JaDj;  1789. 

'  Some  df  jpay  friepds  have  mforinecl  jpe  that  I  hav^  beeo  muob 
qboi|md  ^on  aocouafc  of  the  dirtineps'  of  the  work  House  wben 
vUit^d  hjM»  Exoellenoj  and  others,  an  anxiety .  to  avoid  blame 
wber^  I  anprehend  I  do  ^ot  justly  merit  it,  will,  I  hope,  apologise 
fpr  lAy  4fouJt>liug.}rQU,  imd  requ^stiCLs  yoa  will  with  ip/  reapeo^,  )ay  the 
fpUowiDg  f late  of  the  ease  l}ofore  the  President  and  Honblc.  Council. 

Sinoe  I  have,  b^u  in  my  present  offic^  the  rooms,  those  for 
sleeping  as  well  as  the  common  worki^xg  ofx^  have  been  re^gularlj 
si^eDt^yeiy.meriung  as  soon  asjunlocked,  but  the  propensitgr  of  the 

Clsoni^r^,  the  women  particularly^  to  dirt  is  so  great  th^y  generaUr 
>ve  bciei^  littered  &  dirt^y  in  an  hour  or.  two  after^  to  prevent  whi(» 
rhave  boon  under  the  neoessity  of  keeping  the  former  lacked  ifp  'till 
hpd  tim^  as  M  the  latter,  from  the  business  to  which  it  is  intended' 
keeptBg  it  ^lean  for  any  tim^j  is  impoesibley  generally  fi;om  £fteen 
td  twenty  Wmen  are  constantly  confined  t^ierei  &  employed  in 
p»cking|  cardikgi  &  spinning  wool,  hackling  and  flpinnin^  flax,  k 
oboasionally  in  picking  oakumj,^  washing  &  cooking*  There  la  an  ab- 
solute necessity  of  keeping  their  back  door  locked,  as  from  the  weak- 
ne^  of  tl^e  accU  over  the  common  sewer  under  the  yard  the  women 
twice  broke  thriough  iC  &  some  escaped,  a  third  attempt  was  likewise 
made  but  frustrated,  &  as  the  breach  was  nearly  completed  &  not  jet 
repaired,  it  is  requisite  for  one  person  at  least  to  watch  them  when  tbe 
door  is  opened,  which  is  done  three  times  a  day  for  the  purpose  of 
throwing  out  their  water  &  taking  in  clean,  nor  is  the  above  the  only 
necessity  foic'k$ipiiig  the.  back  doer  shut^  eovjueaatiiig  tbiem  would 
probably  trespass  too  much  on  the  leasure  of  the  Council,  but  if 
further  inf^tniitieD  ii  ropiiaitol.sball  have  the  honor  of  waiting  oi 
them  when*  convenient. 

<  Iki|»3mLi^illctxdii6*iith]ft  tMubbv^  permit  mo  to  MMure  yoa 
tiuii  I  aia^  fiir.  ' 

I  .     '     .    Your  nuost  obedL  Beryt.)  ... 

-  '  •  LEWIS  mCOLA. 

Dxtedlei]     /  .  '       . 

.'  Charles  Biddlc  Esj).  Secretary  to  tbe.  HonbL  Executive  CounciL 


*'  Vice  Pebsidbnt  ftoes  to  Delegates  in  Congkess-^ 
■  11  ...-.;..;  .t       La^e  Bans,  1789. 

'  To  the  Honorable  the  Delegates  la  Ppnnsjtvania. 

\  la  CovAcil,  Philad^pbi#,  ^a^.  23, 1789.     . 

Aiidf  ew  Ellicott  Esqair^  who  is  appointed  hj  tlU  Geographer  G  euct 
lalpf  th/^  United  States  (ainn  the  linebeftweei^  Vbe  weetern  boondary 
of  the  State  of  New  York  aad  the  late,  purchase  nAde  hj  this  State. 
qf.Cfffgress  of  &  Trast  of  Land  I^ing  on  the  aouth  of  Lake  Eri^,  had 
ig^ied  to  ^e  Ej^eeutiiT^  GpuAcil  9f .  this  State,  stating  some  d^* 
<Hilti^a>hiohh^.f  ppreheifi^s  Vf^  prd^d}]^  attend  the^xee^itaioa  of  tba|i 
^osin^ss.  : 

Gonnoil  have  thought,  it  expedient  previous 'to  their  taking  any; 
insasweisle  /expedite,  th^  cmo^letion  of  thj^  worh^  .to  write  to  Ihe 
delegates. to  kpow  yrlMit.  steps  or  if  any  have  been  t-jken  by  Congress* 
to  ob^n  leave  fro|n.  i^e  Goverivor  of  Ganada  or  the  Qommapdant 
at  '  .  for  the  Qeo^fapber  General;  or.  any  person  nndeir  |iis  ajph 
poiotm^nt  to  go  within  the  British  settlements  or  lines  to  make  the- 
necessaigr  oVseryationi  to  epahle  him  to  t^gin  and  oapy  lata  execa- 
<{ion  the  V^ing  off  thp  InciL  of  Gouatty  afoi;^ said-  , 
'  limTA'the bonvr  Gen^emnft  to.bs). 

ybmr  ob«d.  ft  V^ty  hmtible  84r?t.  • 

:        . ;     : '     '  GEORGE  BOSS,  v..;p'* 

:,         '.  [LetterBopk,  toL  II,  j).231.] 


PjBTiTioN  odP  Stephen  Jenkins  to  CouNciL-^WYOMiNa,  1789 

To  bis  Exeellenoy  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Sjceeotive  Couneil,  of.  the  Gop&n^Qnwealth  of  PenfMyhaniSf. 

The  Petition  of  Steven  Jenkins,  a  distressed  languishing  J^risoQei^ 
in  the  Jaol  of  the  County  of  Luierne,  naost  humbly  showeth, 

That  year  Petitioner  since  the  month  of  November  last,  has  been 
confined  within  the  walls  of  this  cold  and  uncomfortable  Prison, 
coDforpifibly  to  a.deoree  Yxpde  and  passed  by  the  Court  of  Oyer  and 
T^mincr  and  General  Jaol  deliymr,  in  the  nu)nth  and  County  affile- 
said  on  oonviotion  of  a  Riot,  assault  and  Battery,  and  false  imprison- 
ment of  the  Person  of  Timothy  Pickering,  Esqttire. 

Soon  after  which  sentence  your  Petitioner,  (with  others  under 
like  ciroumstanoes)  presented  his  prayer  to  your  consideration  de- 
siring the  interposition  of  Council  in  remitting  all  or  such  part  of 
your  Petitioner's  sentenoe  as  to  your  honorable  Board  should  seem 
proj^er.  But  you  Petitioner  has  found  no  relief. — He  is  still  confined 

*   He  was  Elected  Vice  President  in  room  of  D.  Redick,  Nov.  6, 1788. 


and  wasting  a  oowtitutioii  which  he  wishes  to  preserve  for  the  ma 
and  rapport  of  a  latgo  and  helpless  family. 

These  with  other  motives  eioite  ^our  Petitioner,  however  vnsne- 
eessfal  he  was  in  his  former  Petition  to  address  yonr  honorabk 
Board  again  for  relief  in  the  |>remise8. 

Toor  Petitioner  as  he  stated  in  his  former  Petitioni  wtf  so  early 
apprehended  in  the  last  season  on  snspioion  of  aiding  the  Riot,  that 
he  had  no  tinfte  in  which  he  eonld  make  any  provision  for  hh  familjf 
subsistancoi  either  for  this  winter  or  the  ensnlng  snmmeri  in  oonae' 
qnenoe  of  which  they  are  in  nneomfortable  oinmmstanoes. 

Tonr  Petitioner  wonid  fnrtber  saggest  that  should  he  he  oMigel 
to  languish  ont  the  six  months  in  confinement,  in  obedienee  to  the 
gentenee  of  Oonrt,  that  the  ajpring  season  will  be  «i  far-eknsed  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  his  making  any  arrangements  that  ttighl 
be  conducive  to  his  own  or  his  fmrilys  eonvenienoe. 

Tour  Petitioner  would  beg  leave  fsrthef  to  obeertOi  thai  hefoie 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  oftsring  a  reward  to  those  who 
should  secure  any  Person  in  the  Riot  concemed--^e  was  in  the 
eostody  ttt  the  attthority  and  was  assured  by  the  same,  on  hii 
niedging  hi$  honot  ttiat  he  would  eome  any  time  at  their  desire,  thit 
he  neVer  should  be  harrassed  wiHi  men  under  arms,  or  be  brought 
from  his  family  by  the  force  of  tfaesame^^Oonsequentfy  he  teniaiiid 
at  home  on  his  pan^,  wnlil  a  party  by  the  anthority  of  the  prods* 
nation,  bveii|bfe  him  down  and  oottfined  him  in  the  Jaol  aforesaid. 
Upon  Councils  conviction  of  the  truth  of  this,  your  Petitioner  thinki 
those  Who  make  pretensions  to  the  reward  are  not  entitled  to  it,  nor 
are  Oouncil  obliged  to  give  it  tbeni.  This  being  tried,  your  Pfr 
titioner  most  earnestly  implores  the  mercy  of.  Oouncil  in  remittiof 
the  fine  as  also  the  confinement.  Thoroughly  convinced  that  the  em 
of  punishments  is  to  reclaim,  and  that  it  is  not  the  wishes  of  those  ia 
pow^i  to  continue  severity  when  this  end  is  answered — ^vour  F^ 
titioner  with  humble  confidence  flatters  himself  after  takingr  into 
eomrideration  his  truly  deplorable  eonditlon  and  his  inneeve  pemtenw 
of  the  crim^  Ibr  which  he  stands  committed  that  Gouncii  will  rigidly 
dttedd  i^Hef  to  him  in  thepremiies. 
And  as  in  duty  bound, 
your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray, 

STBPHBK  JENKINS. 
■  Wilksbarre  Jaol,  Jan.  24th,  1T69. 

«  See  €oL  Beo,,  Tel,  XVL,  p.  4y 


Tings  Cozx^to  Pass,  liumss — Ebi^  1789. 

I  had  the  bonor  df  wrliiag  you  ft  rwy  few  Hnes  sbortly  after  infy 
atfiTftl.  Mv«  Oorhftn  faavnig  arr'd  sioMi  We  have  flte  fitatea,  and 
every  naeoa  to  expeel  t&are  will  be  seven  in  a  week  or  ten  dayfl. 

Tile  StBle  of  New  Tork  baTe  not  yet  appointed  Senators  t  nor 
does  it  appear  probable  they  will  appoint  thie  Seaeion.  Tbo  day  of 
cAeoting  Bepreeentatif  ee^  I  am  aeenred  is  fixed  on  the  2d  Tnesdar  in 
Maroh  ^  as  the  Govemmetit  n  appointed '^to  meet  en  the  4tb^  the^' 
ptobaUy  will  be  aome  di^s  unrepresented  in  the  honse  I'ep'a.  Tkia 
may  be  Ihnoonibie  to  the  reipoval  of  Congress. 

ia  n  oowevaation  laat  Night  with  Mr.  GorhaUy  I  find  be  And  Mr. 
Philips  who  irnnbaaed  of  MaeMUjImseCts,  all  the  hnds  between  the 
line  of  pre-emption  and  the  western  botnds  of  New  Tork,  are  of 
opnioD  that  the  words  of  the  New  iTork  eession  to  Congi^sa  do  noi- 
operate  n  twasiir  of  the  lands  east  of  Erie  to  Oongress^  and  of 
oottffso  that  t^e  jtirisdiotion  remains  in  New  York  and  that  tber 
nee|>e|ty  is  veeted  .in  them  nnder  the  grant  at  New  Tork  to 
Massaohnsetts — 'Tis  certain  that  the  grant  or  eession  of  New  York 
discovers  a  considerable  deficiency  of  Oeogtnphieal  information^ 
which  yon  will  easily  see,  Sir^  by  reonrrinff  to  H*,  •  The  substance  is 
that  New  Tork  is  to  eontanne  her  Sonth  fine  along  our  North  line 
to  the  end  of  the  latter  and  so  fbr  heyond  it  as  to  throw  a  particnlar 
part  of  the  Western  Waters  (the  western  Bend  of  Lake  Ontario,) 
20  miles  east  of  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  eittemity  ef  the  fiontb 
line  aforesaid  to  the  45th  degree  of  N.  Latitude.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained^  that  the  20  miles  east  of  the  place  in  contemplation  will  be 
contained  within  a  line  that  will  fall  &r  on  this  snle  Erie — The 
question  will  be,  what  will  be  the  Consequence  of  this  geographical 
Error  t  My  opinion  on  a  filisht  examination  is,  that  it  will  leaye- 
our  pnxobase  good.  Mr.  Gorbam  seenur  desironsi  if  the  law  proyea 
tbeire  to  sell  to  Pennsylvania,  buf  it  is  necessary  that  we  res^ember 
their  doctrine  deprives  us  of  the  «farisdictiony  for  New  Tork  most 
probably  will  not  port  with  it.  I  think  it  proper  to  add  further' 
that  Mr.  Qorham  rai8e4  a  question,  whether  the  g^nt  of  tboi 
Juriadiotion  to  Penns'a  by  Congress  was  valid.  These  loose  hints,, 
Sir,  upon  so  important  a  pointy, are  not  fit  in  form,  at  least,  for  the. 
public  Eye,  but  it  is  necefisary,  that  you,  and  the  other  superior 
charaeters  in  enr  government  should  be  apprized  of  the  difficulty 
which  is  attempted  to  be  raised. 

The  purcbade  made  of  the  Indians  by  Mr.  Gorbam  k  Co.,  (part 
of  their  whole  purchase  of  the  state)  begins  at  our  S2d  mile  stone, 
and  runs  along  our  N.  line  to  the  124th,  and  then  runs  due  N.  to 
the  great  Fodc  of  the  Genesee  rivet.  The  tract  of  conntry  is  about 
42  miles  £.  &  W.,  &  about  70  miles  N.  &  S.,  computed  to  contain  2 
millions  of  acres,  divided  into  Townships  of  6  miles  Squares  about 


6iMh        vmvsaimmtd  iun»nnr.tvn:: 

one  hundred  in  number.  Of  th^ae  Townships  35,  are  sold. lying  on 
the  N.  E.  quarter  prinxnpallyy  the  remainder  feeing  on  the  Genesee 
Biver.  Those  on  our  line  are  yet  unsold.  It  appears  olear  to  me 
that  the  most  aceessible  Market  for  this  part  of  their  purchase  must 
be  down  the  Tioga,  whwh  renders  the  settlmeiit  nf  tbt  tountry  a 
Ijienefioial  thi»g  to  «|3  w  regard  to  oomoMBoe,  aa  it  evideltly  is  idsa 
in  regard  to  defeooairom  the.  Indians*  They  sell  in;  speoie  from 
Ud.  to.  18d.  lawful  ^  aore>  with  the  Tdwnahifps  only  fun  oat^  so 
that  tbe  ecapenoe  i;^  subdiyiding  renmlos. 

..  The  no^ounts  of  the  situ«tion  of  thb  King  of  Great  Britain 
renders  his  deafih,  at  this  memeut,  highly  poobdUe,  and  his  restora- 
t|0B,to  any  ifigor  of  mmd  Or  body  (if  he  should  li?6,).aliDqBt  inci- 
possible.  A  dropsical  diseasei  aoeompauyed  with  aymptoma  of 
ejteessive  taipU  in  hia  bloodi  upd  witb  diriDvdar  .in  bis  mind^  bas 
iofsded  his  wbol^  nMWular  system*  The  dMrngemetit  of  the 
&ipds  of  Ei^U^dj  whose  pubUe  credit  has  beea  moat  ingetiSooalj 
and  wonderfully  esteqdedi  m  her  debts  becaitoe  alarmagly  ^tmt, 
appears  to  me  a  <v6ry  probaUe  ConsequfiKiee  joC  a  ebaaise  of  Kings 
^ith  its  usual  oonsequenoes  a  cbango  of  Miniaters,  prineiplea  sum 

S items.    £y  letten^. of  the  21st  of  Novem.,  froai.Bfistol|   tba 
itish  King  was  not  dead  at  that  time* 
I  bare  the  honor  of  being, 

veiry  respectfully,  your 

EniOelleney's  most  obedt 

&  moat  humble  Servant^ 

TBNCH  COXE.* 
New  York,  26tb  Jan'y,  Hid. 


Dr.  Rush  to  Pres;  Mmxiw,  1789. 

Gentlemen^ 

Having  received  lately  in  small  subscriptions  in  Pennsylvanis 
dertifieates  for  Dickinson  College,  I  am  induced  by  the  experience  of 
past  favors  to  that  institution  ^m  your  hon'ble  body,  to  request  aa 
drder  f^om  yon,  upon  the  treasurer  of  tbe  State  for  the  smount  d 
half  an  years  interest  due  upon  them  in  October  last.  Your  com- 
plianoe  with  this  request  will  be  highly  aoceptable  to  the  fHends  of 
^e  Oollege,  &  confer  fresh  obligations' upon,  Gentlemep; 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

BBNJTf  RUSH. 

Tbe  interest  now  .requested  will  be  uni^er  iC15  0  0. 

January  28, 1789. 
Pirecledy 

His  Jfixoalleaoy  the  Fresideut,  &  OowmU  of'  P4BUs]f-haiua* 

*'8ce  pages  809,  8W.- 
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VaV^mhYAmA  4A0HmHi  XTSI.  lit 

Wilkesborcmgh,  Jan'y  29. 1780. 
Sin 

M atftiias  fiolleDbaoli  Bisquire  has  just  mformed  me  tbat  applica-* 

lion  1)80  been  made  to  him  kbovt  appointiDg  an  election  of  a  jnalice 

ef  tb^  peace  in  this  town.     I  observed  to  bim  tlfat  6oaneil  mus^ 

pifeviOttsly  grant  permiaaibn  fbr  it    I  therefore  now  beg  leave  to 

miggest  the  matter  for  the  eonsideration  of  Oouncil.     I  bad  some  time; 

time  Bince  thought  of  ckang  it,  on  aeeonnt  of  the  difficulty  which  bad 

i^pfeatedly  occurred  in  aasembKng  justice^  enough  to  hold  an  Orphans' 

conrt^  but  on  reading  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  passed  the  20th  of 

!Psblraary  178S,  it  appeared  nnoertltin  whether  the  difficnlfy  would,' 

be  removed,  for  this  district  in- which 'WiHcesborough,  the  county^  . 

town,'  is  situate,  i#  upwards  of  &0  nikiles  long;  and  the  additional 

jostioe  might  be  elected  30  miles  from  it.     But  on  examining  the' 

preceding  law,  passed  the  4th  of  Mitoh  1786,'  I  find  Ihe  county  town 

may  have  ^u'o  justices  withu;!  it,  whenever  the  president  in  Cooncil 

shall  think  proper  to  grant  the  same.     And  that  you  may  be  possessed 

of  the  necessary  data  in  the  present  case,  I  beg  leave  to  remark — That 

this  county  is  about  120  miles  in  length — that  'tis  divided  only  into 

three  districts,  in  each  of  which  there  have  been  two  justices  of  the 

pii*(Be  ebmmBiiOteedi  attbo'iit  this  time  there  are-bdf /o»r  in  tfae  eoonty^ 

two  having  resigned :  That  in  the  first  district,  (extending  from  Tagues 

creek  to  Nescopeck,  a  length  of  50  miles^  or  more)  the  two  justices 

dwell  in  the  township  of  Wilkesborough,  tho'  one  only  lives  in  the 

tonmj  in  the  Pennsylvania  sense  of  the  word,  that  is,  in  th^t  part  of 

the  township  which  was  laid  out  in  lota  for  the  site  of  a 'town;  in 

whieh-'there  is  a  public  square,  where  the  new  England  people  former*. 

Ij  erected  their  court  house  &  jail,  &  where  the  present  court  house  &' 

jail  of  tbe  eonnty  h&^e  lately  been  built  :-^That  in  the  second  district 

(of-  like  ezt^tyt  with  the  first)  th^  only  justice  in  commission  lives  ii^* 

Kingston  toWnship,  and  About  4  or  5  miles  from  Wilkesboro',  on  the 

opporite  iside  of  the  river ;  and  that  of  the  two  candidates  for  the 

viusifctift  ofltofe  of  justice  in  the  distri<}t,  one  lives  in  Kingston,  and  abotilr 

a  mile  fi^om  Widkesborongh,  and  the  other  in  Plymouth;  &  about  fbur 

mllesr  flrein-'Wilketiboro'- 1 — That  the  nearest  Jirfsttce  in  «ie  8d  distf4«t' 

liTes  ftO  miles  froin  hence;  and  the  candidates  for  tbe  vacant  ofilee  itl- 

tbe  diistriet  live,  one  about  80,  the  other  about  84  miles  from  Wilkes* 

boro*.  ' 

Frotii  this  statement  it  appears  that  there  may  be  font  justices  or 

t&e  peaoe,  of  whose  residences  the  most  distant  will  be  but  four  of* 

&9e  miles  from  the  county  town  :  but  as  Mr.  Hollenbaoh  (the  justice' 

Tending  here  In  the  town)  has  observed^  his  busHDess  frequently* 

ol^liges  him  to  be  absent  several  weeks  together,  &  sometimes  tbree^ 

or  four  tnonths;  and  at  such  times  the  inability  to  attend  of  a  single* 

jtisniete  stispends'  the  business  of  the  Orphans'  eonit,  and  of  any  speciid' 

Seoiiovi'fl  of  4hepeKos. 


M»  MSmYLVASlK  AECtelTES  1789. 

8hoQl<(}t  He  €lld«givt  proper  to  gmfttasother  JOBHoefor  ihecowi^- 
iaumy  H  will  be  very  neoessftry  for  Council  to  define  in  the  grant,  the 
meaning  of  the  woid  counti/-town,  to  prevent  disputes  among  the 
eleetora.  What  in  Pefioaflvania  are  oalled  towntk^  i»  new 
England  are  eommtonly  galled  (owns;  &  p9a$ea9ipg  these  ideaag  aoma 

Cople  iq  Kingston  supposed  the  present  oourt^heuse  &  jail  might 
ve  been  built  there,  becaussy  by  tbe  lawi  it  was  to  ba  areotad  in 
some  convenient  place  ''in  or  near  Wilkesbuig/'  under  whioh  aama 
ihej  imagined  the  entire  township  was  oomprehended.-^n  the  law 
for  erecting  the  county  of  JLiusEeme  (passed  SeptV  26, 1786)  this  towa 
IS  called  Wilketburg^&  in  the  first  supplement  to  that  law  Wtiku- 
horougk:  but  I  find  the  name  originally  given  to  it  by  the  new 
England  people,  and  which  appearain  their  records,  ia  fFtfibss  Bam^ 
'  by  which  name  they  designated  not  only  the  iown^  bot  the  Urtonsk^ 
01  five  miles  square. 

I  have  tbe  honour  to  be, 

very  respeeftilly,  sir, 
your  most  obed^t  servant 

TIMOTHY  FICKBRINO. 
JHrecUd^ 

His  EaseUemiy  Thomas  Miffliii^Bsq.,  Prerident  of  PeufMylnaaia 


Tench  Goxje  to  Pbes.  Mifilin^Eaxb,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  addition  to  the  letter  Council  will  receive  from  our  deleg^on, 
I  think  it  may  be  nsaful  to  give  you  some  Airtber  information.  As 
there  is  not  yet  a  Congress,  and  there  is  not  a  oertaii^  of  ^awen 
states,  I  would  submit  the  propriety  of  applying  to  the  Seoy«  for 
&re%n  afiuirs  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  (br  p^ffmiaaion 
to  euter  the  British  country  to  make  the  aeoeesary  astrooomioal 
observation^  &  for  information  whether  Mr.  Ellioottcsn  haTetba 
i^ecessary  supplies  of  provisions,  boats  &c.,  from  the  Britiah  peats* 
Mr.  G-erman  of  Massachusetts,  who  is  among  the  purchasers  of  tbs 
oession  of  property  by  New  York,  to  that  State,  is  of  opinion  that 
di^uhies  might  arise  if  our  Geographers  name  (Capt.  HutOihiiis  and 
Jqnson)  should  sppear,  as  he  is  considered  by  them  in  the  light  of  an 
officer  leaving  their  service  in  time  of  war.  It  may  be  well  there- 
fore if  any  thing  should  prevent  Mr.  Ellicotts  goipg,  to  keep  this 
(Srcumstance  in  mind.  I  find  among  the  papers  of  Congreas  an 
application  from  Capt.  Hutdiina  to  them  in  June  last,  to  take  op 
thie  Business,  which  would  have  been  done  in  a  few  days,  but  when 
our  delegates  were  prepared,  there  ceased  to  be>  q^emiP  ^  S4ateai 
The  delay  of  this  matter  till  the  new  Government  meets,  will  throw 


j*»ialfr.ite*gMiMMi)fobjiMtftirlMllf»lM^  II&M^ 

flmr  tUak.  it.iwili  be  =v#vy  piopcnr  4»ln^  we  ft(>{>ly  to  Mr.  Jtj,  fif 
eoonoil  approye  the  step  without  the  leait  Mif.  Fnym  n  'varie^ 
of  Tery  important  oonsideratume  iMppiotiig  the  western  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  I  wiold  strQOigly  veoemmead  to  the  Oovem- 
mend  frfiFdAn^EMattSa,  the  intersection  of  the  County  of  Northum- 
berland bj  a  land  &  water  eommuncation'^  leading  to  lake  Evfe  tbi^ 
year.  This  improvement  is  in  ilsetf  so  pMfper  atad  Booessary  that  it 
should  be  done  on  that  ground  alonoi  but  the  pobikble  eofaise-of 
Bvents  in  the  South  western  country,  renders  it  highly  advisable  to 
move  in  it  this  spring. 

I  am  dear  Sir,     • 
70110  tf octieHate  A  Mqpe^tf.  sen^t. 

.  XfiNCH  (XXSJk 
New  York,  lat  Feb.  1789.  , 


DsiisdAfrBS  iNi'Ooi^ianM  ie^  Pfifes.  Vixfinm,  1T99. 

New  York,  Febry.  2d,  1789. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honoured  with  a  communication  from  the  Bxeoatif^ 
Council  of  the  23d  Ultimcf 

The  same  Ideas  were  suggested  by  the  Geognpiier  Ursl  skiiRrier, 
bat  no  measuies  were  adopted  by  Coqgris9  to  ooiititeto  Use  oem*- 
plefion  .of  that  aurvey . 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  t 

with  very  great  regard,  your  most/obedi^t      . 
and  humble  servanle, 

JAM  BIS  fi.  EEIIX        I 
TENCH  COXB. 
Jbireciectf 

Tb^  benourable  George  Boss,  Esquire. 


.       .r   .    :        WAltMtVB^  PIIB6.  JUbntEKf  1789. 

Sir,-    ...       • 

Agreeable  to  ^foor  desire,  I  hftve  the  Honor  <of  eilabniag  'pm  mftf 
tistim^te,  of  t|ie  yearly.  .Eatpenee  of  tW(^  Watofamen,  Ae^,  for^tiial' 
L»PBei  9M  ^Wo  tha  eost  of.two.kmps,  &o.  The  Board- of  Ufardsnr 
will  £av6  no  objection  to  appoint  (he  Men  and  keep  tha  wiiblaf 
imder  the  City  regMlatiottS ;  aa  they  pay  in  Speeie  the  repsymeni  of 
ft|»e  Bzpenns  will  be  eacpeeted  vcignlarly  and  in  the  aame  kind  of 

'  ♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  ft59.        ,^  '1  [ 

t  See  page,  687. 


m. 


fmrnvsufioaai  jjuiKvvBfriwj 


IwWMQr-  [  If  ^«  ^  BMW •  thM  3f ai.kra*  itt  ooilitiMi '  oir  AeU 
libottUk.  differ  from  those  of  the  Gitg^  WaA«h|  thej  ^lOi  dMbt*  wfll 
Vpeot/ivrUMf  #ompeiM^oii«        . 

.  I  beve  Ibe  Hobmt  to  be, 

vour  Bzoelbncj  obed.  Ule.  £«vi;  

WM.  QaVBIT. 

.  Hi«  iUeelleneyi  TboMa  Mifflin  Sb^ 


Estimate  of  tbeBxfenoe  of  Aw»  WMobmeiiy  two  Lampe  Ac, 
fhr  (he  Staie  S<mse, 
2   Watcbmaii,  458  ^  moo  is  1^  ann.    '  £ 

2    great  Goats  in  2  years— for  1  year  is 
Cotton  wick,  ^  ann. 

26  Oallim^of  StraiQei^oily  (w^Mfm$^  ^^^ 
Lighting  2  Latnps  ^  anm. 

2  Lamps  &  Ladder, 

Oil  Pot,  Flams,  Lanthern,  &c ,  .      .  .  • 

^>W«tokmn'sfi«aTev>      ' 
2.  WatekilonsoB^  Loeks^  An.,. 

For  the  Treaauiy, 
1  WatohmDn46«,  ^||Kd. 
1  Great  Coat  2  vrs.  1  yr.  • 

Lighting  one  Ump^ 


5^00 

i    I 

212 

5 

41Q 

2  8 

Spede. 

£63  15  0 

^15 

1    5 

1  0« 

& 

9 

>..~^1&    6  0 

•27' 

1  6 

1  4 

29  lOO 

108  10  0 


BSPOBT  OF  GoMMmES  ON    SEOUI^a .  POEMQ  '  SlBOOaDSy   1789. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  seoariog  the  PubKo 
Baotvds,  agfaeable  to  it  late  A'et  of  Aeaemblv,  ^elfer  tbe  fottowmi;. 
TiMtnCoDtraot  be  madewiih  the  OHy.  WanMns  to  famish  m  miii- 
oient  namber  of  Watchmen  (ao^  lamps  if  neeesaary)  to  gnard  the 
pubfie  reoords  ft  papers  in  the  State  House  and  both  wings  thereof, 
with  the  bnildings,  and  likewttt  the  pnblte  Treasury  ^  and  that  as 
soon  aa  the  above  pro^oeed  oonlm^  Is  made,  and  the  effeet  tbei«of 
in  full  operation,  the  Invalid  corps  now  imbodied  for  the  above  por- 
poses  be  disbanded. 


JMHNBnTAHU  AMEmB  MMl  Ml 

P&i0iDxifT'  -HtFicnr  to  'Gommoa  TaonAB   PmcKNXT;   of 
South  Carolina^  1789. 

In  Gomyuli 

PlahiUl^U,  Febmwj  Tdi,  1780. 
.Sir,  *      .  ^  . 

.Applioatiou  baft  bew  made  tOftbe  OouQoil  of  ihss  SUte  on  iha 
pwrt  of  tlxe^Mamttrates  of  the  Goon tj  of  I^aphiaty  to  obtain  from 
the  office  of  the  Ordinarj  of  Ctiarlea-T<>WQ.di$triotr  aaOriginal  papery 
which  appears  to  have  been  received  and  aoted  nppa  Aa  thei  Will  of 
a  certain  Simpson  Harris^  deceased^  hy  QwTgfi  Abbott  Hall,  Ordi- 
nary of  the  said  distriot,  on  the  thirteenth  of  ^anoaryi  Anno  Dominii 
1758.      •' 

Actions  are  now  depending  in  the  <said  Goonitj  ^if*  Pafipbitiit  in 
which  this  Original  paper  will  be  material  evidencci  as  Witnesses 
have  appeared  to  prove  that  the  said  paper  is  a  forgeij. 

Shoald  yonr  Excellency  think  it  piv>per  to  o#der  Ih^  paper  wanted 
to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  conveyance  of  the  Post  OfficCi  caio 
shall  be  taken  to  return  it  free  of  J^harge  after  the  Tryal. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

j^ur  JBzeell'ys  most  obt.  A  meat  VU  servant. 


GoMiOrrtt  or  VfMmAtxD  Mbans  to  PASBmstrr-MiFjfisnv.  1789. 

•  '1 

Sir,  • 

Xha  Ckttcral  Assembly  hsvinj^  referred  that  part  of  the  Hessago 
fd  Oooacil  wi»idi  respects  the  paymMit  of  pensfonefs  to  the  Gom-' 
wiiitae  on  Ways  &  Meams— it  appears  to  me  that  it  wonld  be  very 
liselbl  to  that  Oommitlae  to  haivo  a  oonference  with  a  Oommittee  of 
Cotinml  on  that  &  other  sabjeets  nspecting  the  revenue. 

If  Gonmnl  shaU  think  proper  to  appoint  a  Gommittee,  we  will 
attend  them  at  any  time  they  may  think  best-^tho'  if  it  is  on  an 
ftft«nMN»  or  evening  it  wtU  interfere  less  with  the  business  of  the 
House.  To  avoid,  form  &  ceremony,  I  have  ventured  to  propose  this 
mifttlmi  without  the  Intervention  of  the  House,  but  I  submit  to  yout 
bdltor'  J«dgemettt  as  to  the  propriety,  ft  am 
Besyeetfully,  Sir, 

yr.  most  h'ble  servt., 

TH08.  FITZSIMMONS, 
Ghairman  Gommittce  W.  &  M. 
Monday,  9th  Veby.,  1T89. 

Hill  Bxdelleney,  Thomas  Miffin^  Esq. 

•        *  See  CoL  Bee.,  Tol.  XVI.,  p.  2. 
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BwiQRimoir  or  Pomraai  MiaAznn^  1969-.  *   * 

Sir,       -  . 

Tbe  Magazine -is  io  length  nearly  North  and  South  thirty  five 
feet,  and  in  breadth  sixteen  feet,  meosnr'don  the  inside ;  the  height 
of  fte  Wall  sevefl  f^i  ft  eight  inebes.  Under  the  floor  the  whole 
length  of  the  bailding,  and  I  jud^  about  a  foot  from  tbe  ground, 
4her»  appeurs  a  wall  on  whioh  the  Steepens  rest  erossways  of  the 
kuldnig,  thoee  oleepere  are  mai^  of  them  deeayM^  by  whieh  meaiii 
the  fleer  18  miKA  settted^  yet  it  is  no  ways*  damp. 

your  ttott  6bedt.  Benrt., 

JOSEPH  iSTILES,  8.  ».  Mag. 
^  <   Pkikda.^  11th  Feb.,  1789. 
Pirecledy 
^  SlMimUei  J«n^  Be«d,  JBfcir. 


Rioo&Q  w  CoMC  AAAisiT  Ajoum  KoMmM-^Wro^DJUQ,  1789. 

I  certify  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  general  Gaol 
DeliTery  held  at  Wilkosborough  for  the  County  of  Xuieme  the 
fonrtii  def  of  Nevesiber  laa«»  Aaton  KiHioime  late  ef  tte  aaid 
County  yeoman,  was  indicted  arraigned  and  eonyicted  by  his  own 
confession  of  having  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  last,  at  Wilkes- 
boioug^  in  the  said  Coutity  with  foroe  and  anna  le -wit:  with  Oans, 
Knives,  M  Tonahawka  ankwfttUy,  riotonsly,  and  ronteasly  aatmbledl 
with  a  number  of  other  peieoasy  and  gathaied  themsdfes  tt>g«lli€t 
to  distuxb  the  pea^  of  the  eooamoiiwealth,  aad  ae  beiag  aaeemlbM 
together  of  having  made  an  assaok  on  Tiaolliy  Piakering  Beqnire, 
and  him  the  said  Timothy  Fiokeiinc  Bsquin  then  aad  Ihen  unlaw- 
fully beat  and  ill  treated  bound  wUh  Corda  imptkotted  and  <^  Us 
natunal  liberty  deprivedi  and  of  having  valawfuily)  riotoaalyy  and 
routonslv  and  against  the  will  of  tiro  said  Timothy  taken  and 
conveyed  away  the  said  Timothy  into  leae  and  desert  plaioas  la  the 
said  County  and  him  the  said  Timethy  then  aad  tiieM  iu  the 
said  lone  and  desert  places  in  the  said  County  freai  the  day  aforaaaid 
until  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  in  the  s^me  year,  bound  with  Ohaina 
and  exposed  to  the  Inclemency  of  the  weather,  unlawfully,  riotooalyi 
&  routously  kept,  imprisoned  and  detained  with  a  seditious  Intention 
to  compel  and  procure  the  discharge  and  Belease  from  Qaot  eC  t^ne 
John  Franklin  then  lately  before  arrested  k  committed  to  the  Gad 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  for  flig^  Tr^aaeoi  and  tbat 
it  was  thereupon  considered  by  the  said  Court  that  the  sud  Aaiiea 
Kilbourne  should  be  inyrisoned  bm  Ae  space  of  one   Calender 


pnt^eoQubioii  wd  in  tiit  smiui  time  revuuo  in  tSa  ShenfTs  CfUiUi4^ 
Witae^B  ifij  Haad/tUia  12th  Fobraaiy,  178D. 

1  MWARD  BURP.  Trot.  Bop.  CH*  ^ 


Committed:  oir  AsssMBiiiF  to  Pks&  Miitun  1789.    • 

.     »  WednAfldaj,  February,  ISth,  1789. 

Sir, 

The  Oeoeral  Assembly  hayiog  appointed  Messrs.  Wynkoop, 
ThomaSy  Brodhead,  Piper  &  myself  a  Committee  to  oonsider  the 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  at  War  &  Act  of  Coogresa  of  l^tb  August 
transmitted  to  the  House  with  the  message  from  your  hon'ble.  board, 
have  iaatruoted  ihem  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject.  Your 
Ezoellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Committee  at  whatlSme  it 
will  be  convenient  to  Couoeil  to  receive  them. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  Bzcelly'a  very  obdt.  Servt. 

W.  ROBINSON,  JuN.f 
His  Sxeenency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esquire,, 


GsftTiiraOATK  0^  Supreme  Cou&t,  case  of  S.  Miles,  1789, 

I  certify  by  order  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  o( 
Pennsylvania,  that  at  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  first 
day  of  October  last,  before  the  said  Justices,  an  appeal  of  Samuel  Milea 
JBsqoire,  from  the  settlement  of  his  account  by  the  Comptroller. 
General  and  approved  of  by  the  Honorable  Council^  the  Becor(iL 
whereof  had  been  transmitted  by  them  to  the  said  Supreme  Coar( 
for  the  purpose  of  ^vin^  to  the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire  a  trial  by 
Jnry  respecting  his  said  account,  was  accordiogly  tried  by  a  Jury, 
of  the  Country,  and  a  verdict  given  by  them  in  favor  of  the  said, 
Samael  Miles  Esquire,  to  wit,  that  the  state  afsd.  was  indebted  tg^ 
the  said  Samuel  Miles  Esquire,  upon  a  settlement  of  the  said  account. 
in  Specie,  the  sum  of  ninety-three  pounds  and  six  pence,  and 
Heasoos  being  filed  by  the  Attorney  General  for  a  new  trial  the 
consideration  thereof  was  adjourned  to  January  Term  last,  and  that 
upon  argument  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  January  last,  the  ver- 

*  See  Col.  ^Eeo^  Vol.  XVL,  p.  11. 
t  SceCoI.  itec.,  Vol.  XV£.,  p.  8. 
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M6t  kforoBatd  yms  isbriArmti  by  tfce  «aM  ooKrfr  ftfiA  ifest  It  was  eon- 
rijhmd  by  the  said  eoutt  that  the  said  Samnel  Mfles;  fisqxtire,  was 
intitled  to  reoeWe  the  said  anm  of  moiiey  in'  (rpede  ih  the  ftime 
maDoer  that  otbor  Bpede  aooonBta  are  settled  by  the  state,  together 
with  the  further  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  eight  shillings  and  eight 
penee  the  oosts  of  suit. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  at  Philadelphia  the  twelfth  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  MDCGLXXXIX. 

^  .  BDWj  BURD,  Pro.  Sup.  Court. 


0.  J.  BnEASLY  oi-  N.  J.,  to  PitES.  Jffn^LiN;  1789: 

Trenton,  14  February,  1789. 
Dear  S!r, 

I  was  honored  to-day  with  your  Ezcellency's  letter  of  the  12th 
instant. 

Early  in  the  year  1780,  a  eorrespondonoe  commenced  between 
Chief  Jastiee  McK^u  ai|d  myself,  respecting  the  removal  of  persons 
charged  with  crimes  from  one  State  to  another.  At  that  time  the 
necessity  of  settling  a  rule  respecting  the  business  almost  every  day 
occured,  and  Mr.  McKean  advised  that  the  State  where  the  offence 
was  committed  should  be  at  the  trouble  and  ezpence  of  removing 
the  Prisoner.  In  consequence  of  which  I  applied  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  they  being  then  in  session,  and  obtained  a  Law  for 
that  purpose,  which  passed  the  17th  day  of  March  1780. 

Bv  which  either  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  court  is  autho- 
rleed  '^  To  issue  a  warrant  under  his  band  and  seal,  to  the  Sheriff 
^  of  the  County  where  the  offence  is  alledged  to  have  been  com* 
'^mitted,  who  is  reouired.  to  pay  obedience  thereto  authorizing  and 
**  requiring  the  said  Sheriff  to  make  application  to  the  Executive 
"  officer,  or  to  the  Chief  Justice  or  other  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
^  of  the  state  where  such  persons,  guilty  of,  or  charged  with,  Treason, 
^  Felony  or  other  high  Misdemeanor,  shall  be  apprehended  or  con* 
'*  fined,  for  an  endorsment  of  the  said  warrants,  and  therefore  to  make 
*'  demand  of,  and  reeeive  such  offender,  or  supposed  offender,  of  the 
^  Sheriff,  Gaoler,  or  other  persons  having  him  in  custody,  and  him 
^safely  to  bring  before  the  said  Justice,''  &c.  The  act  also  autho- 
rizes the  Justice,  who  shall  issue  the  warrant,  to  draw  upon  the 
Treasury  for  the  expences  attending  the  Execution  of  it.  We  have 
always  pursued  the  mode  prescribed  in  this  law,  in  New  Jersey, 
our  Governor  not  bein^  authorized  by  any  law,  to  send  a  Sheriff 
out  of  the  state,  or  pay  him  for  his  trouble.    We  have  considered 

*  CoL  Rec.,  XYL  p.  4. 
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4ft(  part  of  the  tvtioles  of  ooirifederation  whibh  nfipeols  tUsttattev 
as  HMVolj  deaigited  to  fttevent  oqo  State  from  giTis^  ptoteetioii  to 
offenders  from  an  other,  and  that  the  powers  therein  given  to  the 
ExecntiveSy  are  not  neoeesary  to  be  exercised  in  ordinary  cases. 
However  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice  in  this  case,  application  is 
made  to  Governor  LiviDgstoD,*  who  will  doubtless  send  his  Requi- 
sition for  AUeU;  who  is  charged  with  a  most  atrocious  Forgery. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
'with  perfect  esteem,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

DAVID  BREARLT. 

Dtrectedf 

Hb  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire^  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia. 

Honored  by  Abraham  Hunt,  Esq., 


Col.  John  Fjeulnklin  to  PiaBS.  Mifflin,  1789. 

PhUadelphia  Goal,  Feb.  17th,  1789. 
Sir, 

'  I  have  a  long  time  been  anxious  to  be  brought  to  a  tryal  or  other- 
irise  to  be  Liberated  on  Bail — I  have  lately  had  a  flattering  ezpeotation 
that  the  latter  would  take  place,  I  still  rotain  a  hope-<-bttt  how  long 
I  shall  remain  Prisoner,  Is  yet  hid  from  mine  eyes*. 

I  wish  to  avoid  complaints  as  much  as  possible  and  to  endure  my 
confinement  with  all  the  patience  and  fortitude  that  I  am  master  of, 
bnt  I  have  to  regret  that  more  than  sixteen  months  Imprisonment 
in  a  place  strange  to  me,  remote  from  my  friends,  has  redueed  me 
to  Indigent  ciroumstanoes,  and  renders  me  wholly  unable  to  make 
any  provision  for  my  own  support 

It  is  now  six  weeks  since  I  came  last  to  this  place  from  Easton.  It 
has  not  been  in  my  power  to  Provide  such  Clothing  aad  Covering  as  is 
necessary  to  guard  against  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  which  makes 
the  article  of  firewood  the  more  necessary,  that  as  no  provision  is  made 
for  me  in  that  way.  I  have  since  last  committed  to  this  place  been 
dependant  on  my  fellow  prisoners  for  the  Benefit  of  sitting  by  their 
fire,  my  own  Circumstances  being  such  as  has  rendered  me  unable 
to  provide  myself  with  fuel, — as  the  time  is  uncertain  how  long  I 
must  remain  in  this  Disagreeable  situation,  I  thought  proper  to 
atate  my  wants  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  that  some  means 

♦  See  p.  650.    And  Coi,  Bee,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  141. 
Vol.  XI.— 24  ' 
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nay  be  adqyted  that  I  may  be  provided  with  the  crtiele  of  fin 
woodi  the  most  neoeesary  for  a  Prisoner  in  an  inclement  seaiKm. 
I  am  Sir,  with  Dae  respect, 

you  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN  * 

Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin  Eaq.^  President  in  Gounml. 
Indorsed] 

Bead  Feb.  18, 1789. 


DXBIANI)  OF  GOYEBNOB  OF  NXW  JeBSST    FOB    AnDBEW  AlUSK. 

1789, 

Elizabeth  Town,  18th  Feby.  1789. 
Dr.  Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  the  Honble.  David  Brearly  Esq., 
Chief  Justice  of  this  State,  that  he  lately  sent  a  warrant  into  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  for  one  Andrew  Allen  who  is  charged  with 
forgery  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  this  State,  &  is  found  in  the 
State  or  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  &  that  the  Executive  of 
that  State  will  not  deliver  him  withoutHhe  requisition  of  the  Execu- 
tive  of  this  State. 

lam  informed  that  this  is  the  first  instance,  among  a  great  number 
of  Oases  where  the  warrant  from  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  SapreoM 
Court  has  been  deemed  to  be  insufficient;  &  it  is  probaUe  tliat  yoa 
consider  the  4th  article  of  the  old  Confederation  as  extending  to  all 
Oases.  To  avoid  however  all  altercations  upon  the  subject,  I  do  hereby 
agreeably  to  the  Confederation,  &  in  the  words  of  it,  '<  Demand  as 
^<  Oovernor  &  the  Executive  Power  of  this  State  of  New  Jeney 
''  from  the  State  or  Oommowealth  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  said 
'^  Andrew  Allen  be  delivered  up,  &  removed  to  this  State  having 
'' Jurisdiction  of  his  offence."  ^^ 

With  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  humble, 

k  very  obedient  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON.f 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sawome 
Executive  Gouncol  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  Philn- 
delphia. 

♦  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  21 
t  Col.  Roc,  Vol,  XVI.,  p.  14, 
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Relating  to  Capture  ov  T.  Piokeeino,  1788. 

No.  1. 

Deposition  of  Nathan  Kingslej,  1788. 

On  or  about  the  14th  Baj  of  Angast,  1788,  Daniel  Shaw  &  Rabin 
Wells  delivered  Nathan  Abbot,  Junr.,  and  Benjamin  Abbot  into 
mj  Gnstody  as  Prisoners,  I  Being  the  Nighest  Authority. 

Afker  some  Small  Examination  I  Delivered  them  into  the  Hands 
of  Captain  Waterman  Bolding,  to  be  Delivered  to  the  High  Sheriff 
of  the  County  in  order  to  be  ConfinM  in  the  County  Goal  of  this 
Plaoe,  Whioh  was  aooordingly  Done. 

NATHAN  KINGSLEF,  Justice. 


Lucerne  County,  ss.  Nov.  7,  1788.  Then  Nathan  Kingsley, 
Esquire,  above  named,  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  oertifi- 
eate  by  trim  subsoribed,  before 

MATTHIAS  HOLLBNBAOK, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


No.  2. 


These  to  Certify  that  Waterman  Baldwin  has  Delivered  the 
Bodys  of  Nathan  Abbott,  Junr.,  and  Benjn.  Abbott  into  the  Gaol 
of  this  County.  Given  under  my  hand  at  Wiiksbarre,  in  the  County 
of  Luzerne^  this  Eighteenth  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1788. 

LORD  BUTLER,  Sheriff. 


No.  8. 


Lu£eme  County,  ss. 

Wilkesboro,  Nov.  7, 1788.  From  the  first  account  I  had  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  Abbots  within  named*  were  delivered  up 
to  the  Justices  at  this  place,  (which  happened  in  my  absence,)  I  was 
led  to  think  they  had  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  to  Justice; 
but  on  enquiry,  and  the  oert&cate  of  N.  Kingsley,  Esq.,  within 
written,  I  am  now  satisfied  they  were  taken  as  therein  is  set  fortJi. 

T.  PICKERING, 
Clerk  of  the  F^ace. 

*  See  record  of  their  oonriotion,  p.  420. 
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No.  4. 
Report  of  CoMMrrTBB  on  Lettee  of  T.  Pickebinq,  1788. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Col.  Pickering 
Bearing  Date  Novbr.  16th,  1788,*  relating  to  the  reward  for 
apprehending  the  rioters  at  Wyoming  in  purenanee  of  a  proclamation 
of  the  Eight  day  of  Jnly  last.  Reports, 

Aaron  Eillborn  being  taken  by  a  Constable  on  a  Justices  Warrant 
on  his  Way  to  give  himself  up  to  be  tryed  for  an  Offence  said  to  be 
committed  in  taring  Col.  Piekering.  The  person  who  i^ppreheaded 
him  is  entitled  to  no  reward  only  the  fees  due  him  for  Ezeonting 
the  Magistrates'  Warrant 

Zebulon  Cadyf  taken  by  Sqnires  Smiths  two  sons,  is  jnstly 
entitled  to  the  reward  named  in  the  Proclamation. 

Stephen  Jenkins  convicted,  and  the  reward  to  be  paid  to  the 
.party  who  first  took  him;  he  being  on  parok  when  the  second 
.party  apprehended  htm.( 

Darius  Parksf  taken  on  a  Justices  Warrant  on  a  Common  suit  aft 
Law,  it  is  the  Committees  Opnion  no  reward  should  be  paid  for 
him. 

Joseph  Eillbomf  tried  and  convicted,  those  who  took  him 
IntiUed  to  the  reward  of  100  Dollars. 

Thomas  Kinney,  the  reward  for  taking  him  said  to  be  paid. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  £112  10  was  paid  to  Captain 
Ross  on  the  25th  of  September  la8t,§  and  upon  the  26th  of  Do., 
there  was  an  order  drawn  for  £75,||  to  be  paid  by  Captn.  Ross  to 
the  several  persons  concerned  in  apprehending  the  RioterS|  which  is 
to  be  ficcounted  for. 

Indortedj 
.Read  in  Council,  Nov'r  25th,  1788. 


These  to  Certify  that  James  Smith,  Christian  Ochmig,  k  WiUiam 
'Smith,  has  Delivered  the  Body  of  Zebulon  Cady  into  the  Gaol  of 
this  County.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Wilksbarrc,  in  the  County 
of  Luseme,  this  sixth  day  of  November,  A.  D.,  1788. 

LORD  BUTLER,  SherifiF, 

*  See  page  424.    And  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XV.,  page  546. 

iSee  Record  of  oonviotion,  p.  419,  421.    Also  p.  424. 
See  GeL  Beo.«  Yot  XVI.,  p.  5. 
See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XV.,  p.  647.    And  Vol.  XVI.  p.  11. 
lb.,  p.  648. 
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No.  6. 

Deposition  ot  Zebulon  Butlee^  1789 

Zebolon  Butler,  Esqr,  Lienteiiani;  of  the  Connty  of  Luzemei  don 
po0eth  and  Sfiith,  thai  on  or  abcmt  the  twenty  ninth  of  Jane,  U^ 
oteplien  Jenkins*^  (now  a  prisoner  in  this  County)  was  taken  by  a 
party  of  the  militia  then  in  pursuit  of  the  rioters,  and  brought  a 

{risoner  to  this  place  on  suspiciou/of  his  being eonoemed  with  them.' 
'here  being  no  prison  or  plaoe  of  confinement,  he  was  kept  under 
Guard  for  some  days.  That  he,  the  deponent,  permitted  the  said 
Jenkins  to  go  to  his  family,  and  return  in  four  days  for  his  Exami- 
nation, which  he  punctually  did,  and  Delivered  himself  to  the 
authority ;  and  he  ^rther  saith .  that  he  was  Informed  by  the  oivii 
authority  that  they  had  Dismissed  the  said  Jenkins  on  condition 
tfial  he  would  retwrn  whenever  called  for. 

ZJSB'N  BUTLBB. 

'  Luaeme  County,  ss.,  January  Slst,  1789.  Personally  appeand) 
Zebulon  Butler,  Esqr.,  before  me,  Matthias  KoUehbaek^  Juaftioe  ofi 
peace  for  said  County,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  and  foregoing 
Deposition  by  him  subscribed,  contains  the  Truth  according  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge. 

MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK.* 


No  6. 
PsrrnoN  ov  Quxttir  OsTinfio^T,  1789. 

To  the  HonUe.  Ezeontive  Ooundl  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  G-idcon  Osterhout  humbly  shewdth,  that  your 

honourabte  board  d!d  Issue  a  proclamation  dated  July  8th,  1788,'tT 

prommipg  sundry  rewards  for  apprehending  John  Jenkin^  John 

Syde  and  others,  ft  in  particular  prominng  a  reward  of  one  hundreds 

dollars  to  any  person  who  shall  apprehend  ft  secure  any  person  wild 

0liall  be  convicted  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  takeTng  off  Tittotb^ 

f^ckering  Esq., — that  your  petitioner  did  pursuant  to  said  proda^ 

matiotr  apprehend  and  secure  one  Darias  Piirk  and  also  one  Jiaapoitt 

jSIilbum,  who  were  afterwards  at  the  Supreme  Court  ef  Octobev 

last,  holden  at  Wilksbarre  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  Convicted  of 

tlie  aforesaid  offence  of  Takeing  off  said  l^motby  Pickering. 

«  See  page  424,  an<)   Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYL/p.  6. 
\  See  it  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XV-,  p.  489. 
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Yoar  petitioner  is  ready  to  verify  tbat  said  proclamation  was  in 
fnll  force  at  the  time,  &  that  he  did  in  fact  apprehend  &  seonre  said 
j^arks  and  Eilbum,  and  each  of  them  did  perfectly  answer  the  de- 
scription &  Character  of  the  persons  required  to  be  apprehended  by 
said  proclamation,  and  therefore  Considers  himself  Clearly  Intitled 
to  the  reward  of  one  hundred  Dollars  for  the  apprehending  Bach  of 
them  according  to  the  promise  of  Government,  solemnly  made  and 
Published  in  said  proclamation,  and  therefore  prays  for  the  order  of 
your  Honble.  boaitl  for  the  payment  of  the  same--&  your  petitioDer 
shall  ever  pray  as  in  Duty  bound  &c., 

Philadelphia,  Feby.  11th,  1789. 

GIDEON  OSTEEHOUT  * 


This  may  eertiy  that  Gideon  Osterhout,   Constable,  took  and 

^  Brought  down  to  the  County  Goal,  Darrias  Parks,  Concerned  in  a 

Riot  against  the  State  by  order  of  Obediah  Gore,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 

Oourt,  at  witness  my  hand  at  Wilksbarre,  County  of  Luieme  this 

aOth  day  Jany.  1789. 

SOLOMON  JOHNSTON,  0.  Ooaler. 

To  whom  it  may  Concern. 


No.  7. 

RiPOBT  OF  COMMITTSIB  ON  BEWABD8,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Consideration  of  the 
rewards  offered  by  Government  for  apprehending  the  late  rioters  in 
the  County  of  LuBeme,  find  that  the  reward  elaiaed  by  Gideon 
Ortorhout  for  apprehending  Dorias  Parks  &  Aaron  Kilbum  wm 
icfer^d  to  a  former  Committee  of  this  board  who  reported  that  ad. 
Kilburn  &  Parks  being  taken  on  a  Justices  warrant  no  reward  was 
d«e  to  sd.  Osterhout,  but  your  Committee  find  that  sd.  Parks  ^ns 
taken  by  a  warrant  from  a  Justice  on  suspicion  of  his  being  one  of 
ad.  rioters,  and  that  sd.  Kilburn  was  taken  on  the  proolamalioii  of 
government,  and  as  appears  by  the  record  of  Court  therefore  report 
that  [the  sum]  of  two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  apprehending  ad. 
Parks  &  Kilburn. 

.  The  Committee  find  that  the  reward  offered  by  government  for 
apprehending  Joseph  Kilburn  &  Zebulon  Cady  was  refered  to  ad. 
former  Committee^  who  reported  that  the  reward  of  two  faaudred 

*  See  page  42i. 
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Bolkn  be  paid  for  i^reliendiiig  aud  Eilbnrn  &  Gadj  the  present 
Oommittee  CoDenriDg  with  the  former,  and  also  that  the  reward  of 
two  hundred  Dollars  be  paid  for  apprehending  Nathan  Abbott  Jnn.^ 
&  Benjm.  Abbott.'*' 
Maonedf 
Bead  the  first  time  Feby.  18, 1789. 


H.  Knox,  Secy,  at  Wab,  to  Pe»s.  HmxiN,  1788. 

War  Offioe,  March  2nd,  1789. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  resolres  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  of 
October,  1787,  and  the  Act  of  the  le^slatnre  of  Pennsylvania  in 

rirsoance  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ^onr  Ezoelleney  that 
have  directed  Captain  Ferguson  and  Captain  McCnrdj  to  recruit 
about  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  order  to  complete  their  respective  companies  on  the  frontiers. 

Captains  McCurdy  and  Ferguson  will  be  furnished  by  me  with 
money,  clothing,  and  provisions  for  the  recruiting  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 

highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servt. 

H.  KNOX. 
Direded, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Ootober  8, 1787. 

On  a  Beport  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  whom  was  referred  his 
letter  of  the  26th  of  September,  Congress  came  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

Whereas  the  time  for  which  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  on  the 
firontiers  are  engaged,  will  expire  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year, 

Eesoivedj  That  the  interests  of  the  United  States  require,  that  a 
corps  of  seven  hundred  troops  should  be  stationed  on  the  frontiers, 
to  protect  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Indians,  to  facilitate  the  surveying  and  selling  of  the  said  lands, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  public  debt,  and  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable 
latmsions  tiiereon. 

*  See  pages,  419-422-424.  Also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  647-548.  YoL 
XVI.,  p.  11. 
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Betdved,  That,  in  order  to  save  the  great  fispease  ef  imifipaitiiig 
tew  levies  to  the  distant  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to 
»vail  the  pnblie  of  the  discipline  and  knowledge  of  the  eoontij 
acquired  by  the  troops  on  the  frontiers,  it  is  highly  expedient  to 
retain  as  many  of  them,  as  shall  voluntarily  re-engage  in  the  servios 

Resolvedf  That  seven  hundred  noQ^commissioned  offioers  and  priv- 
ates be  raised  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged 
and  that  the  same  be  furnished  is  the  proportions  herein  specified 
by  the  States  which  raised  the  troops  agreeably  to  the  requisitions 
of  Congress  of  April,  1785. 

Connecticut,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five. 
Ne!97-York,  one  hundred  and  sitty-five 
New- Jersey,  one   hundred  and   ten. 
Pennsylvania,  two  hundred  and  sixty. 
.    That  the  commissioned  officers  for  the  said  troops,  be  furnished  bj 
the  said  States,  agreeably  to  the  present  proportions. 

That  the  organization  of  the  said  troops,  together  with  the  two 
oompanies  of  artillery,  raised  by  virtue  of  the  resolves  of  Congress 
of  the  20th  October,  17S6,  be  according  to  the  present  estaUish- 
IHent,  to  wit ;  one  regiment  of  infantry  of  eight  companies,  each 
company  four  Serjeants,  four  coporals,  two  musicians^  and  sixty  priv- 
ates :  and  one  battalion  of  artillery,  of  four  companies,  each  company 
four  seijeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and  sixty  privates. 

That  the  secretary  at  war,  make  the  necessary  arrangements  firom 
time  to  time,  to  repkoe  the  men,  on  the  frontiers,  whose  engagementB 
shall  expire. 

That  the  said  troops  shall  be  governed  by  such  rales  and  aitidei 
of  wiur^  as  are^  or  shall  be  estahUshed  by  Congress  or  a  Gomnaittee 
of  the  States. 

That  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  said  troops,  be  the  same  as 
directed  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  April  12, 1785. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  make  the  necessary  provisions  of  oloatk- 
ing  and  rations  from  time  to  time;  at  such  places  as  the  seoietaij  at 
war  jshall  judge  necessary, 

CHAS.  THOMSON.  Secy, 


John  Feamkxin  to  Pres.  MiffliNj  1789. 

Philadelphia  Goal,  March  the  5th,  1789. 
Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Id  my  address  the  17th  ult.,*  I  stated  to  your  Ej^eelienoj  ihat  I 
was  unable  to  provide  myself  with  fuel  and  Clothing  doochwue^j  to 
guard  me  against  the  Inclemency  of  the  season,  (the  Clothing  them 
&uded  to  was  bedding,)  I  was  at  the  same  time  in  want  of  SuxMifj 

*  See  page  649  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVX.,  p.  21. 
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arttclea  of  waariog  appuel,  bnl  it  was  at  that  timey  and  atill  is  my 
wifih  to  be  patient  under  all  m j  afflictions,  and  to  ayoid  as  moeh 
as  possible  all  complaints.  I,  at  that  time  bad  a  bope  that  I  should 
sbortlj  be  Liberated  frojn  Prison,  I  still  entertain  the  same  hope,  but 
at  what  period  that  will  take  place  is  to  me  unknown. 

A  long  Confinement,  remote  from  mj  friends,  and  the  ezpence  I 
haye  been  put  to  together  with  the  loss  of  mj  property  wasted  and 
Pispoiled  at  Wyoming  since,  and  in  consequence  of  my  Imprison- 
ment has  reduced  me  to  Indigent  Circumstances,  and  rendered  me 
wholy  unable  to  make  any  provision  for  my  own  subsistanoe. 

If  it  had  been  my  fortune  to  have  been  imprisoned  near  my  own 
home,  where  my  friends  and  Connections  were  around  me,  I  might 
have  take  care  of  my  subsistanoe,  and  Probably  been  provided  with 
the  necessaries  of  Life,  without  any  ezpenco  to  the  Public,  but  being 
eonfined  in  a  place  strange  to  me,  and  a  large  proportion  of  my  con- 
finement being  severe  and  retired,  has  prevented. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the  articles  of  Cloathing  that  I 
stand  in  need  of  to  make  my  life  Comfortable,  as  well  as  to  appear 
Decent,  but  say  in  a  word,  I  am  almost  Destitute  of  Cloathing 
of  all  kinds. 

I  feel  myself  unhappy  that  I  am  unable  to  provide  myself  with 
snoh  things  as  I  stand  in  need  of.  But  from  the  Circumstances  be- 
fore related  it  is  not  in  my  power,  I  have  therefore  thought  fit-  to 
state  my  case  to  your  EzcelleDcy  (that  If  Proper)  it  may  be  repre- 
sented to  your  Honble  Couocil,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken 
for  my  relief  as  to  your  Excellency  and  Honble  Body  shall  be 
thooght  expedient. 

I  am  may  it  please  your  Ezeellency, 

with  Due  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  FRANKLIN. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflip,  Esq.,  President  in  Council. 


FbBS.   MnTLIN  TO  GOYERNOB  B.  BaNDOLPH,  07  ViBQINIA, 

1789. 

To  his  ExoeUenoy  Beverly  Randolph,  Qovernor  of  Virginia. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  March  6,  1789. 
Sir, 

Yoar  Excellency's  letter  of  the  second  day  of  December  last  with 
the  papers  which  accompanied  it  were  laid  before  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  on  the  second  day  of  their  present  session,  and  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  assuring  your  Excellency  ^'  That  accustomed  to  senti- 
ments of  the  highest  respect  and  deference  for  the  Legislature  of 

24* 
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yirgttiia,  it  mtzstever  be  painful  to  the  House/ wben  obBged  to  dis- 
sent from  the  opinion  of  that  assemU  j  upon  any  point  of  Common 
concern  to  the  two  States  as  members  of  the  Union,  and  particular! j 
on  a  measure  of  such  importance  as  the  one  now  proposed,  the  calling 
of  a  convention  of  the  States  for  amending  the  foederal  Constitution, 
die  necessity  of  which  they  are  not  able  to  discern,  tho'  it  is  so  appa- 
rent to,  and  so  earnestly  insisted  on  by  the  Legislature^ — ^Tbat  tho'itis 
possible  this  -Constitution  may  not  be  a  system,  exempt  in  all  its 
parts  from  error,  yet  the  House  do  not  perceive  it  wanting  in  any  of 
those  fundamental  principles  which  are  calculated  to  ensure  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country.  As  it  is,  they  conceive  the  happiness  of 
America,  and  the  Harmony  of  the  Union  to  depend  altogether  on 
sufering  it  to  proceed  undisturbed  in  its  operation  by  premature 
alterations  or  amendments,  which  however  plausible  they  may  be  in 
the  Theory  or  necessary  perhaps  to  the  idea  of  a  perfect  form  of 
Government  Experience  after  all  can  demonstrate,  whether  they 
would  be  real  improvements  or  not. 

That  under  such  forcible  impressions,  the  House  cannot  consis- 
tently with  the  special  duty  they  owe  to  the  good  people  of  this 
State  or  with  the  affection  which  in  the  enlarged  spirit  of  Patriotism, 
th6y  bear  to  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  concur  with 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  their  proposed  application  to  Congress 
for  calling  a  convention  of  the  States  for  the  above  mentioned 
purpose." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  your  Excellency's     . 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  servt. 
THOS.  MIFFLIN,  President 
[Letter  Book,  VoL  II.,  p.  232.] 


EXPBNCES  OF  BKPAIBIMG  THE  StATS-HoUSE,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  10th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  State  house  requiring  some  repairs.  Council  appointed 
Messieurs  CoUiday,  Hicks  and  Rakestraw  to  examine  the  several 
parts  of  the  Building,  and  to  report  an  Estimate  of  the  Expenoe  of 
the  Repairs,  which  are  this  time  necessary;  which  Estimate  I  hmve 

*  The  portion  of  the  Letter  contund  within  quotation  mBrks  is  a&  e&iin 
extnot  from  the  Eesolutions  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed,  ''Thuredai 
Mftrch6,1789,  A.M, 
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the  honor  of  enclosiog  to  you,   to  be  laid  before  the  General 
AsBembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be/ 

^th  0reat  Respect,  S!ir, 

Yonr  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

T50MA8  MIFFLIN. 
Indorsed f 

Read  1  time,  Mar.  10,.  1789,  Read  2  time,  Mar.  13,  &  ref'd  to 
Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Chapman  k  Mr,  MeLene. 

Directed^ 
Honble  The  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Estimate  of  the  Ezpenocs  of  the  neoessary  repairs  of  the  State 
Honse. 

For  new  shingling  the  Honse  on  both  sides  and  both  wings 

on  the  North  side,    ^  £310 

For  covering  the  flat  with  copper,  290 

For  Fainting  the  inside  &  out  side  of  the  Honse  and 

Steeple,  and  out  side  of  the  win^  2  Coats,  272 

For  laying  a  new  brick  floor  in  \he  Steeple  &  entiy  of  the  < 

House  and  Sundry  Repairs,  •  9^ 

For  finishing  the  sealing  of  th«  entry  of  the  House  and 

Repairing  all  the  Plastering,  86 

For  sundry  repairs  in  the  Court  Room,  87 

For  Painting  &  Penciling  the  front  walls  of  the  House 
.   A  wingsy  45 

£1100 


Tbe  Difranee  between  Coppering  &  Shingling  the  Top  Pitchy 
The  Copering  will  cost  £150  More;  and  the  Ezpence  of  Painting 
and  Penceling  the  walls  £45 

£195 

March  6th,  1789. 

JOSEPH  RAKESTRAW, 

NICHOLAS  HICKS, 
WM.  COLLADAT. 
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Opinion  ov  Judges  Supbxbce  Gottbt  in  a  oase  ov  MuedbBi        | 

1789. 

PhiladelpUa;  Maioh  12th,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Judges  have  re-conmdered  the  verdiot  of  the  Jury,  against 
Charles  Reed,  under  sentence  of  death,  and  also  the  cases  cited  bj 
his  Counsel,  Messieurs  Lewis  and  Sergeant  to  shew  that  the  offence 
was  only  an  atrocious  Manslaughter;  and  we  are  still  of  opinion, 
that  the  facts  proved  on  the  trial  support  the  verdict  for  murder. 
But  we  would  further  observe,  that  there  are  shades  of  guUt  in 
murder  as  well  as  in  every  other  offence;  that  in  the  case  of  the 
prisoner  there  was  no  old  grudge  against  the  deceased,  for  he  had 
never  seen  him  until  within  half  an  hour  before ;  that  the  prisoner 
was  only  eighteen  years  and  three  months  old  when  the  crime  was 
perpetrated,  and  that  the  passions  of  such  young  persons  are  stronger, 
and  their  reason  weaker  that  in  persons  of  riper  years. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  very  great  regard 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  MoKKAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
JACOB  RUSH, 

His  Ezoollenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President,  &o.,  of 
Peniaylvania. 


Road  From  Bedford  to  PiTTSBUEa,  1789. 

The  committee  directed  to  report  the  names  of  nroper  persons, 
ameable  to  a  resolution  of  the  Honble  the  Gen^l  Assembly  of 
November  21st,  1788,  to  view  and  mark  out  a  road  from  the  town 
of  Bedford  to  Pittsburgh  by  the  nearest  courses  and  most  practtoable 

gmnd,  beg  leave  to  report  that  Alexander  McLean,  Esq.,  of  the 
unty  of  Fayett,  James  Outbry  of  the  Country  of  Westmoreland 
and  John  Skenner,  of  the  County  of  Franklin  are  proper  persons  to 
execute  that  business,  and  your  committee  offer  the  following 
resolution: — Resolved,  that  Alexander  McLean,  Esq.,  James 
Outhry  &  John  Skenner  be  appointed  Commissioners  to  view  and 
mark  a  road  between  the  town  of  Bedford  and  Pittsburgh,  agreeably 
to  the  resolve  aforesaid.! 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  8,  9, 16,  26,  27. 
t  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol  XVI.,  p.  26,  27. 
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CoNBiTioM  Of  Mup  IsLAm  1789. 

Sir, 

The  Imnk  of  mud  Uand  hath  given  way  in  Bundry  plaoesy  theae 
]iave  Ibeen  repaired  by  the  Tenant,  and  the  whole  is  now  in  goc4 
repair,  save  about  85  perches  at  the  south  west  Comer— And  a  few 
tides  more  will  reduce  it  altogether.  <'  A  stitch  in  time  here  will  save 
nine/'  and  I  have  mentioned  this  that  measures  may  if  thought  prop- 
er be  taken  for  having  it  secured  against  the  high  tides  we  may 
shortly  expect — ^The  Island  is  now  under  lease  at  £30.  ^  annum,  the 
Tenant  to  keep  all  the  bank  in  repair  except  from  a  place  at  an  acute 
angle  of  the  stone  fortification  at  the  south  East  part  of  the  Island 
westwardly  round,  about  seventy  perches  to  the  place  near  the  Bank 
work  of  Earth,  and  which  also  includes  the  35  perches  first  mention- 
ed, these  seventy  perches,  are  to  be  kept  up  by  the  state,  and  so  far 
as  it  is  done  will  I  believe  not  soon  need  repair  again — ^Independent 
of  the  injury  done  the  Island  by  its  being  over  flowed  the  stone  work 
will  be  impaired  in  its  foundation  thereby — I  believe  the  sum  neces- 
sary to  repair  the  s'd  85  perches  will  not  exceed  £30  specie  at  most* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your 

Excelly's  most  obed't  Serv't 

JO.  NICHOLSON. 
Comptroller  Generals  office  March  14th  1789* 
Direciedy 
His  ExcelPy  The  President  in  Gonnoil. 


RcruaN  of  Omons  poa  Yoluntiib  Company  ov  Abtillxbt, 

1789. 

A  Return  of  Offioers  for  the  Volunteer  Company  of  Artillery^ 
duly  Elected  Aflnreeable  to  the  Militia  Law  of  this  State  :  Vis, 
Jeremiah  Fisher.    Captain. 
George  Hefner.      Capt's  Lieutenant. 
James  Thompson.  1st,  Lieutenant. 
John  Morrell.        2nd,  Lieutenant. 
Bobert  Morrell.      8d,  Lieutenant. 

City  Lieutenants  Office  March  l&th,  1789. 

WM.  HENRY.  Lt. 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifiiin,  Esq.,  President,  and  the  Honorable 
Supremo  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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BxpoBT  ON  Hud  Islaiid  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter ^f  the  comptroHev 

KnM.  respeetiDg  the  banks  of  mad  Tsland,  Report,  That  tkejr  find 
e  Banks  are  in  snoh  a  sitaation  as  to  require  immediate  repair. 
And  therefore  ofier  the  following  Resolntion. 

Resolved,  that  the  oomptroller  take  order  for  the  immediate  re^ 
pairing  such  part  of  the  Banks  of  mud  Island,  as  are  bj  the  leaae  to 
be  kept  up  at  the  expense  of  the  state.'*' 
Indorsed^ 

Re^d  in  Council  March  19th  1789.  and  Ordered  That  the  Comp- 
troller Gen'l.  take  measures  to  have  the  Banks  repaired. 


Sect,  of  Congbsss  to  Pkes.  Miitun,  1789. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress  March  18th,  17S9. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellenoy  herewith 
enclosed  two  copies  of  the  Thirteenth  Volume  which  doses  the  jouz^ 
nal  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

That  the  change  which  has  been  made  with  so  much  wisdom,  Order, 
and  tranquility  may  answer  the  end  proposed,  and  promote  and  se- 
cure the  happiness,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  the  Union  is  my  moat 
fervent  prayer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

greatest  Respect  your  Excellency's  Moat 
obedient  and  Most  Humble  Servant^ 

CHAfl.  THOMSON.f 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


OxNL.  Richard  Butler  in  VAVoa  ov  Cobnplantb,  1789. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  &  Council  that  Oapt'a 
Abeal,  alias  the  Cornplanter,  one  of  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  SennecA 
Tribe  of  the  Six  Nations,  has  been  very  useful  in  all  the  Treatiea 
since  1784  inclusive,  &  particularly  to  the  State  of  Penns'a,  this  be 
has  demonstrated  very  fully,  &  his  attachment  at  present  to  the 
State  appears  very  great.    This  has  induced  me  to  suggest  to  your 

*  See  page  661. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  82. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1789;  668 

Szoellenoy  and  Coonoil  whether  it  may  not  be  good  PoIIicj  in  tha 
state  to  fix  this  attachment  by  making  it  his  interest  to  continue  it. 
^  This  from  the  Ideas  he  possesses  of  Civilization  induces  me  to  think 
if  the  state  would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  small  traot  of  land* 
within  the  late  purchase,  it  would  be  very  grateful  to  him^  &  have 
that  Effect.  This  may  be  done  in  a  manor  that  would  irender  him 
service  without  lessening  his  influence  with  his  own  people  or 
Exposing  him  to  jealousy.  The  quantity  need  not  be  large,  perhaps 
one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres.  How  far  your  Excellency  & 
Council  may  concur  in  this  opinion  will  rest  with  your  Ezcollenoy  & 
them.  My  wishes  for  the  quiet  &  interest  of  the  state  as  well  as 
the  merits  of  the  man,  has  induced  me  to  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion this  matter  and  hope  the  notice  will  be  my  appology. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respeot^ 

Sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obed.  &  very  Hu'e  St., 

MCH'D  BUTLER* 
Philad'a,  23d  March,  1789. 
Directed,  .     . 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqaire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pon&'a,  Philad'a 


.ObBISKUN    PSBlGlfel    TO  PBBS.     MvmM^^TkMBimATUHX     SB 

AmuiOHiKB^  1789. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President.  &  The  Hoobk 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  WealUi  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

•  The  office  of  Auctioneer,  in  the  Northern  Libertys,  which  I  have 
carried  on  upwards  of  two  years  &  a  half  in  Company  with  Mr, 
Wm.  Shannan,  is  from  various  causes  of  late  become  so  unproduc- 
tive, as  barely  to  defray  the  expences  attending  it,  without  yielding 
any  Emolument  to  either.  This  makes  it  necessary,  that  one  of  us 
at  least  quitt  it,  which  from  motives  not  unpardonable,  I  have  ooor 
eluded  to  do,  and  now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  the  Commisr 
aion  with  which  I  have  been  honour'd,  accompanied  with  a  certificate 
from  the  Comptroller  General,  showing  that  I  have  dischargdi  m; 
Duty. 

♦  See  proceeding?,  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  86. 
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Permit  me^  (whilst  I  ihos  resign  the  Tmst^  which  the  State  has 
been  pleas'd  to  repose  in  me;)  to  indulge  &  hope,  that  Tour  ExoeU 
Isncj  and  the  honorable  Council  will  be  favorably  disposed 
towards  mv  late  Partner,  who  will  apply  for  the  appointment  in  my 
Btead.  All  I  shall  presume  to  say,  concerning  him,  is,  that  from 
experience  I  know  him  to  be  an  honest  &  capable  man  to  transact 
any  Business  committed  to  his  care  with  good  Faith  and  strict 
Punctuality. 

Impressed  with  the  most  lively  sense  of  gratitude  for  all  &vour8 
received  at  the  hands  of  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable  C!ouncil, 
&  ever  willing  to  enter  into  any  employment,  where  I  may  be 
rendered  more  useful  to  the  State  or  Society,  than  in  the  situation 
of  an  obscure  Individual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  most  profound  Veneration 

&  Bespect,  Gentlemen,  your 

much  obliged  and  most 

faithful  humble  servanti 
CHRISTIAN  FEBIGER. 


RisoLtrnoN  ov  AssxBfBLT — Calling  a  Conyintion,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday  March  24th,  1789,  A.  M. 
The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Winkoop,  seconded  by  Mr.  Solmjraer, 


March  20th,  containing  an  address  on  the  subject  of  calling  a 

vention  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  seoaiid 

time. 

.    It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lewis,  seconded  by  Mr.  Glymer  to  pootpooe 

the  same  in  order  to  introdnce  the  following  resolction  in  lien 

thereof,  viz. : 

Besolved, 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  house,  alterations  and  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  of  this  State  are  immmediately  neceraar^. 

And  whereas,  by  the  declaration  of  Independence  it  is  declared 
as  a  self-evident  truth,  *^  That  all  men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
''  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  those  are  life,  liberty 
*'  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that  to  secure  these  rights,  goveni* 
<'  ments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from 
'^  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  when  ever  any  form  of  govern- 
<<  ment  becomes  destructive  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  Uie 

*  See  Col  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  86,  86. 
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<'  jMOitle  to  aller  or  to  aboUrii  it,  and  to  ioaiitate  new  goreniuent 
^  lajiog  its  foandatioDB  in  Boeh  prineiplesi  and  orgaiuiiBg  it« 
'^  powera  in  sooh  form,  aa  to  them  shall  aeem  moat  likely  to  effMil 
<'  their  safety  and  happiness ;"  and  whereas,  it  is  alao  daolared  h|[ 
our  own  Bill  -  of  rights,  '<  That  government  is  or  onght  to  he  in- 
*'  stitated  for  the  Common  benefit,  protection  and  seeority  of  the 
^  people,  nation  dr  oommnnity,  and  not  for  the  partiealar  emolument 
\^  of  any  single  man,  family  or  set  of  men,  who  are  a  part  only  of 
"  that  comroanity;"  and  that ''  the  community  bath  an  iDdohitabley 
'^  unalienable  and  undefeasable  right  to  reform,  alter  or  abolish 
<<  goverpment  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  by  that  community  judged 
'<  most  conduciTo  to  the  public  Weal  :**  from  all  which,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  of  society  and  the  priiieiples  of  government,  it 
manifestly  appears  that  the  people  have  at  all  times  an  inherent 
right  to  alter  and  amend  the  form  of  government,  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  think  proper :  and  also  that  they  are  not  and  cannot 
be  limited  to  any  certain  rule  or  mode  of  accomplishing  the  same, 
but  may  make  choioe  of  such  method  as.  to  them  may  af^pcar  beet 
adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

And  whereas  the  burthens  and  ezpences  of  the  present  form  of 
Government  are  with  difficulty  borne ;  and  various  instances  occur, 
wherein  this  form  is  eontradiotory  to  the  Constilution  of  the  United 
States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  executive 
and  judicial  offioen  <nust  be  bound  by  oath  or  affiimsiioD^to  support 
Circumstances  which  will  not  admit  of  the  delay  of  the  mode  pre- 
prescribed  in  the  Constitution — It  is,  therefore,  further 

Besolved, 

That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  proposed  and  earnestly  reoommended 
by  this  House,  in  execution  of  ikm  trust  as  faithfbl,  himest,  re' 
presentatives  and  Guardians  of  the  people,  to  the  Citiaens  of  tbii 
Oommcmwealth,  that  they  take  this  important  subject  into  their 
parions  oonsideiation.  And  should  they  oonoor  in  opinion  with 
this  House,  it  being  the  right  of  the  people  alone  to  determine  on 
this  interesting  question,)  that  a  convention  for  the  purposes  of 
tevimng,  altering  and  amending  the  Constitutioii  of  the  State  is 
necessary,  it  is  hereby  submitted  to  their  decision,  whether  it  will 
not  be  most  convenient  and  proper  for  them  to  elect  members  ef 
Convention  of  the  same  numbers  and  in  the  like  proportions  for  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  with  those  of  their 
representatives  in  Assembly,  on  the  day  of  the  next  general  election^ 
at  the  places,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  cases  of  elections  of 
members  of  Assembly  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

That  this  House,  on  the  pleasuro  of  the  people  in  the  pveSNsee 
being  signified  to  them  at  their  next  sitting,  will  provide  by  law  ibi 
the  expenoes  which  will  necessarily  be  inenrred  by  the  propesad 
convention,  and  will^  if  requested,  appoint  the  time  and  place  for 
the  meeting  thereof. 
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And  thai  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  Covncil  be,  aad  th^y  axe  hmbj 
lequested  to  promulgate  this  recommendation  to  the  good  People  of 
this  State  in  such  way  and  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  ex- 
pedient, for  the  purposes  therein  intended. 

Which  was  earri^  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  same  resolntioitt 
being  by  special  order  read  the  second  time. 

On  the  question,  **  Will  (he  House  adm>t  ihs  said  Eesdutums  f" 

The  Teas  and  Nays  were  called  by  Mr.  MoLene  and  Mr.  Kennedy, 
and  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas  41.    Nays  17. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  and  the  Besolutions  adopted. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Ass.Oik.« 
li^dorsedf 

Read  in  Council,  March  28th,  1789,  and  Besolved  That  Ckmndl 
cannot  comply  with  the  request  therein  contained. 


BMBOvaTioJx  or  Assbkblt — Lands  at  Ban,  1789. 

Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  March  24th,  1789,  A.  H. 

The  Committ^  appointed  November  13th,  last,  on  that  part  of 
the  Message  from  Council  respecting  a  reservation  of  certain  lands 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  made  report,  which  was  read ;  and  on 
motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  nod 
adopted  as  foUows,  via* : 

The  Committee  on  that  part  of  the  message  of  Goundl  wbioh 
respects  reservations  of  certain  lands  for  the  use  of  the  atele, 
report  the  following  resolution,  vis* : 

Sesolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  requested,  to  direei 
locations  to  be  made  and  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth 
fdl  lands  at  Presque  Isle  formed  by  Lake  Erie,  at  le  Boeuf,  at 
tke  head  of  the  Navigation  of  French  Creek,  at  the  mouth  of 
Conewangoo,  in  the  County  of  Allegheny,  and  at  the  Fort  of 
Yinango,  not  exceeding  at  each  place  three  thousand  acres,  and 
that  this  House  will  provide  by  law  accordingly. 

And  that  Council  also  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  set 
apart  and  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundred 
acres  in  the  tract  or  country  on  Lake  ^  Erie,   lately  purchaaed 

from  the  United  Stotes,  for  the  Use  of  the  Seneca  Chief,  called 

> 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  41. 
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Captain  Abeal  or  tbe  Oornplanter,*  to  be  granted  to  him  and  lifl 
Heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  in  oonsideraiion  of  his  personal  merit 
and  attaohment  to>  this  State. 

,  Extract  from  the  MinuteS| 

PETEE  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly. 
JHreetedy 
The  honorable  the  JBapreme  Bxeontive  Ooanoil. 


Pbs8.  Mivflin  to  Baio.  Okn.  Mibo. — Casi  ov  a  Nxgbo. 
1789. 

Philadelphia,  March  25, 1789 
Sir, 

At  the  Request  of  the  Supreme  EzeeniiYe  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to  preside,  I 
transmit  under  Cover  to  your  Ezeellenoy  a  memorial  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  a  Society  established  in  this  City  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  Slavery  &  assistance  of  free  Negroes  uAawfuUy  held  in  Bondage, 
together  with  several  Depositions,  and  the  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  Council  &  their  Resolution  thereupon  relatinff  to  the  Case  of  Philip 
Johnson,  a  young  Negro  man  &  free  Citizen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  by  the  inhuman  artifice  of  Benjamin  Crawford  late  master  oi 
the  Sloop  Molly,  has  been  carried  off  &  sold  as  a  slave,  &  as  we  are 
given  to  understand  by  the  enclosed  Papers,  is  now  at  New  Orleans 
within  your  Excellency's  Jurisdiction. 

As  it  appears  from  the  Information  we  have  received  that  your 
Excellency  has  been  already  made  acquainted  with  some  of  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  this  Case,  and  has  been  pleased  to  promise  that  Enquiry 
should  be  further  made  concerning  it  and  justice  done  to  the  man, 
&  having  an  entire  Confidence  in  your  Excellency's  favorable  Dispo- 
liition  &  Love  of  justice,  I  conceive  that  I  fully  comply  with  the 
Bequest  of  Council  by  furnishing  your  Excellency  with  the  enclosed 
Pocuments  and  Proofs  which  clearly  shew  that  a  free  Citizen  of  this 
State  is  now  in  Slavery  by  the  wicked  Conduct  of  the  Person  from 
whom  he  had  a  Right  to  expect  Protection  in  a  foreign  Country. 

The  exalted  Station  &  honorable  Character  which  your  Excellency 
fills  &  sustains  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  make 
the  Casd  known  in  order  to  obtain  the  desired  relief,  which  I  doubt 
not  will  be  afforded  to  the  unhappy  Object  as  soon  as  your  Excellency's 
Leisure  will  admit. 

*  See  page  563. 
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WiA  'ifllilraiioeB  tbnA  a  leoiprood  attantioii  will  be  p4id  to  mj 
aimiUr  lafoimatioa  from  your  ExcalleDcy. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  SeDtimenta  of  Respect  and  Esteem, 
joar  ExoelleQCY^B  most  obedient  &  Humble  Servant. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Direetedf 

His  Ezoellenoy  Don  Estevan  Miro,  Brigadier  General  of  the  amiet 
Governor,  Civil,  &  Military  of  his  giost  Uathdio  msjeaty's  Arovinoe 
of  Looisiana  New  Orleans. 


Hon.  Thos.  Soott  to  Pbes.  Mifflin,  1789. 

'  Philadelphia  March  27th,  1789. 

Sir, 

Being  this  far  on  my  way  to  New  York,  in  order  to  take  a  seat 
in  Congress,  as  a  representative  of  This  State,  I  have  thought  it  mj 
duty  to  make  the  same  known  to  your  Exoell'y  and  the  EzecutiYe 
Oonncil,  and  shall  be  much  HonM  by  any  command. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  Most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servant 

THOS.  SCOTT:* 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire^  President  of  Fennsylvaniay 
Philadelphia. 


Appointment  of  Bboister  Genisral  1789. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.   and  The  Hon^ble  Suprenio 
Executive  Council.     , 

The  Hon'ble  Legislature  having  appointed  me  to  the  Office  of 
Begister  General  of  the  publie  aocounts  of  the  State  of  PennaylTaoia, 
I  I^g  leave  to  inform  Council,  that  I  am  ready  to  enter  upou  the 
Duties  of  my  Office  whenever  a  place  shall  be  assigned  for  that 
pniposef 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect  your 

most  Obedient  Humb.  Servant 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Philada.  April  1st,  1789. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  in  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  40 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  46. 
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PxNNTLYAiiiA  SodtsxT  vos  THwcanjOittfa  MAinnrACTUUB,  1789. 

The  &eiiex»l  Aaseinbly  haTins  puwed  m  Law  to  MBist  Iii6  Cotton 
Manufaotares  of  this  State,  autnoriziog  the  Treaawer  of  the  State 
to  aabaodbe  isi  k  for  the  use  of  Ae  State  for  Ooe  Hnndred  Shares 
Id  the  Manufaetariiig  Foad  of  the  Pennsjlvaoia  Sooietj  for  the 
enooaragement  of  manufaotares  &  the  nsefdl  arts.  Thomas  Rash- 
ton  chairman,  ft  Christopher  MarshallJan.,  Treasofer,  are  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  ft  Supreme  Executive  Council;  for  an 
order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  one  Thousand  Pounds  agreeable  to 
said  Law.* 

Extract  from  the  mintites  of  the  Manufacturing  Committee  of 
April  2d,  1789. 

CHARLES  MARSHALL,  8eo)r. 


I  do  certify  that  I  have  subscribed  for  one  Hundred  Shares  in 
the  manufacturing  Fund  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  |  En- 
couragement of  Manufactures  and  the  useful  Arts  agreeable  to  Law. 
April  9th,  1789. 

DAVID  RITTENH0U8B,  8.  Tr. 


Reqistee  6bnkbal*s  Office,  1789. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  The  Honble.  Supreme 
Executive,  Council. 

£  have  the  Honor  to  inform  Coonoil,  that  I  have  opened  my 
office,  for  Registering  the  Public  Accounts  in  West  Wing  of  the 
State  House,  and  request  permission  to  appoint  a  Clerk  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  the  Duties  thereof,  also  Councils  opinion  of  the 
salary  to  be  allowed,  and  the  kind  of  money  it  must  be  paid  in. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Regr.  Gen.  office^t 
April  2, 1789. 
Directed f  . 

His  Exoellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.;  in  Council. 

*  Bee  Col.  Hec,  ToL  XVI.,  p.  51,  order  drawn, 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  68. 
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Bboibtkb  Oxhxbal's  OuoiK,  1789. 

His  Ihioelleiiey,  Tbomas  Mifflin^  Eaq.,  and  The  Hoobk.  SopTeme 
Executive  Goaii^. 

.    I  haye  agreed  with  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  as  Clk.  in  my  offiee  at  one 
hnndred  ft  fifty  pounds  paper  money  ^  ann«  payable  Quarterly  pro- 
vided Gonnoil  shall  approve  the  same. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bO; 

with  great  Respect, 
yoar  most  obedient  Hamble  servt 
JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Bog.  Gen.  office. 
April  3, 1789. 
DirecUdf 

His  Exoellencyj  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq.^  in  Conncil. 


Burial  Ground  tor  Strangers  in  Philadelphia,  1789. 

.Whereas  by  an  aot  of  the  Genl.  Assembly,  passed  the  8th  day  of 
April,  1786.  '<  The  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  wore  authonsed 
and  required  to  reserve  so  many  of  the  Public  lots  as  shall  be  at 
least  200  feet,  ft  not  more  than  400  feet  square  in  such  part  of  the 
City  as  they  may  think  most  convenient,  to  be  appropriated  aa  a 
burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  deceased  Strangers,  and  soeh 
other  persons  who  may  not  have  been  in  communion  with  any  Re^ 
ligious  society  at  the  time  of  their  decease.  And  whereas  this  coandl 
did  obey  their  Resolution  of  the  14th  of  Sept.  1787,  appropriate  a 
lot  on  Lumbard  street  between  9th  &  10  streets,  from  Delaware, 
Containing  78  feet  on  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets,  and  396  feet  on  Lam- 
bard  street,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  But  no  further  appropriation 
has  yet  been  made.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  part  of  the  squaie 
or  lot  of  g^und  between  front  and  2d  streets  Prom  Schuylkill,  and 
Race  &  Vine  street,  containing  816  feet  on  front  &  Seoond  Stioeto 
aforesaid,  &  896  feet  on  Vine  street,  be  appropriated  for  a  Boiial 
ground  for  strangers,  &c..  agreeable  to  an  act  of  QeuL  AaaemUy 
passed  the  8th  day  of  April,  1786  * 

Indorsedy 

[Read  in  Council,  April  8d,  1789,  1st  time,  referred  to  Ym 
President;  Mr.  Redick,  Mr.  Dennison. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  69. 
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HzMOBiAL  ov  GoirrBOLLER  GmmEAL  o«  LOTS;  1789. 

There  is  an  Act  of  Ooaooil  appropriating  seventy-eight  feet  deep 
&  896  feet  in  breadth,  on  the  sonth  side  of  Lombard  street,  on  the 
square  opposite  the  alms  house,  &  the  same  length  ft  depth  on  the 
square  next  to  it,  on  the  east  side  thereof,  for  a  public  bnryial 
ground. 

I  understood  that  there  was  also  an  appropriation  for  the  same 
purpose,  of  one  square  bounded  bj  Pront  &  2d  streets,  from  Sohujl- 
kill,  &  by  Vine  ft  Race  streets,  for  the  accommodation  of  people  up 
town— 896  feet  by  682  * 

Act  of  Assembly,  8tb  April,  1786. 

Minutes  Council,  14th  Septr.,  1787. 


GOHMISSIONISBS  TO  RuN  LiNES  OT  HUNTINQDON  CoUNTY,   1789. 

Tour  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of  three 
Commissioners  to  run  the  Boundary  line  of  Huntingdon  County, 
Beg  leave  to  report- 
That  Benjn.  Elliott,  Esqr.,  of  Huntingdon  County,  James  Harris, 
of  Cumberland  County,  ft  Mathew  Taylor,  of  Bedford  County,  wte 
roper  persons  to  be  Appointed  for  the  Bunnisg  ft  marking  said 
'  undary.f 


Bmisteb   General   to    Deputy   Seoreta&y   of   Counciii — 
Papees,  1789. 

Sir, 

It  is  necessary  that  all  accounts  after  being  read  in  Council, 
should  be  returned  again  to  this  office. 
I  am  with  respect, 

your  most  hble  servt., 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Beg.  Oenl's  Office,  April  11, 1789. 

Directed f 

James  Trimble,  Esqr.,  Deputy  Secretary  to  Council. 

*  A  draft  of  both  lots  accompanies  these  on  file. 

t  S««  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  46— -they  were  appointed. 
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BKCXXVSE  GsmBAIr-OlTT  LCTS,  1789. 

Philiiddphia,  ApiU  U^  1789. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Coancil  a  list  of  Eleven  City  Lots  pur- 
iobased  by  Doctor  Christie  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1787,  and 
not  yet  paid  for.  Vist.,  from  No.  2,265  to  No*  2,275,  inclasive, 
amounting  to  £825.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  Instructions  from 
your  Honorable  Board  respecting  a  re-sale,  in  case  it  shall  be  deemed 
necessary.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obt.  servant^ 

FRAS.  JOHNSTON. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.^  President  in  Council. 


Messrs.  Peters  and  Curwen — ^Lanoastbr  Turnpike,  1789. 

Philadelphia,  April  15th,  1789. 

A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Blockley  &  Bf erion  TowDsbips 
have  requested  us  among  others,  to  wait  on  Council  on  the  Subject 
of  the  Part  of  the  Lancaster  Road  called  Jones's  Lane.f    Previoua 
to  our  being  able  to  lay  before  Council  any  Opinions  of  the  Mode 
of  making  the  Koad,  it  was  necessary  to  know  whether  the  Plan  of 
having  the  Business  done  by  Contract  was  exclusively  adhered  tou 
We  have  never  been  able  tomako  such  Calculations  as  would  iDauce 
any  Persons  we  could  depend  upon  to  undertake  a  Contract  with  any 
Prospect  of  Safety  to  themselves,  or  Justice  to  the  Public.     It  is  i 
new  Thing  in  this  Country,  &  the  first  Attempt  is  rather  an  Expert- 
;ment  than  anything  so  decidedly  known  as  to  form  an  Estimate  with 
Certainty.     The  Width  of  the  Road  to  be  made  should  be  ascer- 
tained—-(&  whether  or  not  it  is  to  be  paved,  &  in  short  the   Mode 
exactly  pointed  out  which  will  be  considered  as  satisfactory  to  the 
Public.     Contracts  are  often  abused,  as  well  as  Undertakings  where 
no  Sums  are  limited.   If  Council  would  appoint  some  proper  Charac- 
ter to  have  the  Road  effectually  made  under  such  instruotions  as 
they  should  please  to  direct,  we  conceive  the  Matter  could  be  ae- 
compllshed,  &  an  Account  kept  &  rendered  of  the  Expenoe.     We 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  95-.to  be  re-sold. 

t  See  GoL  Beo.,  Yol.  XVI.,  pp.  11,  140,  and  p.  886  of  this.    ^ 
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believe  sooh  a  PersoB  oovid  be  fband.  Ab  to  owiolfee,  -ipe  lieve  no 
Object8|  bot  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  mentionuig  theflie  Ihioge 
to  Ooanoil  on  a  publio  Aooonnt.  We  take  the  FreMbm  to  observe 
that  if  a  Sum  of  Money  oould  in  this  Instance  be  applied  even  to 
learn  the  proper  Mode  of  turnpiking  Roada^  the  Experiment  would 
turn  oat  advantaffeona  in  ita  eonsequenceai  tho'  more  might  be  laid 
oufr  from  Want  of  a  perfect  Knowledge  at  first  in  this  Bosinessi 
than  a  better  Acquaintance  with  it  would  in  future  casea  be  thought 
necessary. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Bespect  your  obed.  Servants. 
EICHARD  PETERS, 
JOHN  CURWEN.* 
J)irectedf 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  &o. 
Indarsedf 

[Read  the  same  day,  and  referred  to  Col.  Miles,  Mr.  Watt  & 
Potts,  their  report  inclosed.] 


Floub  Inspsotob  of  Philadelphia,  1789. 

Philadelphia  ss. 

This  is  to  certify  that  James  Read  Esq.,  hath  duly  qualified  before 
me  to  Execute  faithfully  &  impartially  the  office  of  Flour  Inspector 
for  the  City  &  County  of  Philada.  agreeable  to  Law,  Witness  my 
Hand  &  Seal,  * 

PhUada.  April  28d,  1789. 

WM.  POLLARD.t 


cusment  biddle  to  committee  of  council — on  exchange 
Loans,  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

'  On  your  desire  that  I  would  commit  to  writing,  my  observations 
on  the  mode  of  Exchanging  the  Certificates  in  pursuance  of  tbe  late 
Ifftw  for  repealing  the  payment  of  New  Loan,  or  the  Interest  there- 
of, I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  it  seems  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
Xiaw,  not  only  to  give  every  possible  facility  to  the  holders  of  the 
New  Loan  certificates  to  exchange  them  without  delay  for  their 
original  certificates,  or  others  of  the  same  amount,  but  also  to  stop 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  11,  140,  and  p.  886,  of  this. 
t  See  Col.  Eeo.»  Vol.  XVL,  p.  62.  this  appears  to  be  a  ro-appointmeat 
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^he  pttyment  of  th*  InterMt  by  this  State.    To  eflbot  the  speedy 
ffxohange,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Gounoil  miffht  Order, 

That  the  Oomptoller  Qeneral  be  direotel  to  draw  from  the  Loan 
offiperof  the  United  States  so  mneh  Interest  in  Indents  on  sneh 
Certiicates  as  shall  be  applied  for  to  him,  to  be  exchanged  as  shall 
enable  him  to  pay  the  Interest  that  may  be  dne  on  such  New  Loan 
Certifieates  as  may  be  offered  for  Exchange,  and  that  the  Comptroller 
General  be  direoted  to  exchange  snch  New  Loan  Certificates  as  shall 
bo  offered  to  him  for  that  purpose  for  the  original  Certificates  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  loan'd  for  the  same,  and  are  in  bis  hands 
to  answer  the  amount,  and  in  every  oase  where  this  State  shall  hmTe 
received  more  Interest  from  the  United  States  than  shall  have  been 
paid  on  such  New  Loan  certificates,  so  to  be  returned,  that  the 
Comptroller  General  shall  pay  such  overplus  in  Indents  to  the 
holder  or  holders  of  such  Certificates. 

That  where  Interest  shall  have  been  paid  on  any  New  Loan 
certificate  beyond  the  31st  day  of  December  1787,  the  Comptroller 
Genl  shall  receive  Indents  for  the  amount  of  Interest  so  paid^  to 
equalize  the  same  before  he  shall  exchange  such  certificate. 

That  when  any  new  loan  Certificate  shall  be  offered  to  the  Comp- 
troller General  to  be  exchanged,  and  which  from  having  been  cut 
up  or  divided  cannot  be  exchanged]for  the  original  Certificate  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  Comptroller  General  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  exchange  the  same  from  such  of  the  Certificates  of  the 
United  States  for  the  like  sums  as  have  been  paid  into  the  land 
office  of  this  State,  and  to  settle  the  same  in  Indents  in  the  same 
Manner  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  Exchange  of  New  Loan  Gertifi- 
oates  for  the  original  Certificates  of  the  United  States. 

This  mode  will,  I  imagine,  go  far  towards  accommodatingj^all  snefc 
as  -may  immediately  apply  for  an  Exchange  of  their  certificates,  bat 
if  on  Experience  it  is  not  found  to  answer  every  Case,  a  sum  in  the 
certificates  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  paid  into  the  Land 
office  of  this  State  may  be  entered  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  names  of  the  Members  of  Congress  of  this 
State  or  some  of  them  as  Trustees  for  the  State,  and  on  any  Certifi- 
cates being  produced  to  the  Comptroller  General  which  could  not  be 
exchanged  in  the  mode  heroin  before  mentioned  on  a  certificate 
from  him  of  the  amount,  a  transfer  could  be  made  by  the  Troatees 
aforesaid  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stateis  to  the 
holder  of  such  Certificate,  and  the  State  would  be  then  charged  there- 
with on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  sock 
Cases  the  Interest  may  be  equalized  in  the  same  manner  as  before 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Comptroller  General 

Many  Certificates  have  been  loaned,  bearing  date  between  the  Isl 
September  1787,  and  1st  March  1788,  which  are  depreciated  on  the 
principal  sum,  but  draw  Interest  on  the  nominal  sum,  these  could 
not  be  transfered  on  the  Books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  nor 
readily  exchanged  for  thoso  paid  into  the  Land  office  of  this  State. 
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Imt  io  few  of  UieBe,if  any,  have  been  eak  ttp  or  dtvidbd  Ihfti  ikey 
wiD  genorallj  find  the  ongioftl  oertifioates  to  BzcbMige  for  theim 
There  is  at  present  a  Considerable  Demand  for  Gertifioatee  of  tbo 
United  States,  which  is  tbe  only  roaoon  that  there  is  a  biisk  sale 
for  the  new  loan  Gertifioates  with  vary  little  abatemeDt  in  price  frem 
what  they  were  before  the  stoppage  of  the  Interest  by  the  6tate. 

It  might  be  advisable  in  the  State  to  facilitate  an  immediate 
Exchange  to  induce  the  parohasers  who  have  a  view  to  that  mode^ 
to  make  the  same,  before  the  payment  of  the  April  Interest  which 
would  be  a  very  great  saving  to  this  State,  but  the  purchasers, 
generally  waiting  for  the  Interest  to  October  last,  and  as  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State  has  entered  Interest  on  the  New  Loan  Cer- 
tificates to  that  time,  not  only  for  the  paper  Bank,  but  for  many 
Individuals,  it  would  be  advisable,  and  but  equal  Justice,  for  the 
State  Treasurer  to  enter  the  Interest  to  October  last,  at  least  on  all 
such  New  loan  Certificates  as  should  be  ofiered  for  Exchange,  he 
should  be  strongly  prohibited  from  entering  the  present  April 
Interest  in  any  Case  whatsoever,  until  all  preceding  Interest  ia 
first  paid  up,  aud  he  is  actually  in  cash  to  pay  the  same,  which 
would  secure  the  last  six  months  interest  to  the  State,  as  the  present 
disposition  to  exchange  is  so  great,  that  a  Cooaiderable  part  of  the 
New  loan  Certificates,  will  be  returned  to  the  Comptroller  General 
before  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  is  in  a  situation  to  discharge  the 
April  Interest.     I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect,  your  most  obed. 
&  very  humble  servt. 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB. 

Philadelphia,  April  28,  1789. 
Directedf 

The  Honble.  Samuel  Miles,  Abraham  Smith  and  David  Redick, 
Esquins* 

Befort  07  Committee  on  Segurinq  Public  Beoordb,  1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  plan  for  securing 
the  Public  Record  &c.,  Report.  That  two  Watchmen  will  be 
sufficient  to  guard  the  Buildings  and  public  papers  in  the  State 
House  &  wings,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  requisite  to  employ  one  man 
for  the  safety  of  the  Public  Treasury.  The  necessary  annual  ex* 
pences  of  this  establishment  will  probably  be  nearly  as  follows^  via : 
2  Watchmen  for  the  State  House  who  must  continue 

on  dutv  from  dark  until  day  light,  10  Dols.   ^  mo.  £  90 
1  Ditto  for  Treasury,  to  be  on  duty  the  usual  time  of 

the  City  watch,  60  s.  ^  mo.  S6 

Oil  for  4  lamps,  60  Gallons,  3  s.  6  p.  10  10 

Cotton  wick  for  four  lamps,  12  6 

£1Z7    2  6 
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BBsldes  the  abave,  there  will  be  some  iim&ediftle  Expenoe  u 
Lamps,  Ladders,  Staves,  fto.  Year  oommittee  would  apoa  tiio 
whole,  offer  the  fuUowing  Resolation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Coancil  be  &  he  is  b/»ebj 
anthoriied  and  requested  to  engage  two  sober  Honest  men,  as  watch- 
men for  the  State  House,  an4  one  man  of  like  character  for  the 
Treasury,  if  it  be  found  neoessary,  and  to  contract  for  the  requisite 
quantity  of  oil  &  cotton  wick  for  the  Lamps,  and  likewise  to  pro- 
vide proper  watch  Flames,  &c.* 


John  Adlum  to  Pees.  Mifflin,  1789. 

1  To  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

In  Pursuance  of  a  Resolve  of  your  Honble.  Board,  dated  the  4tb 
Instf  directing  John  Lukens  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  to  appoint  a 
proper  Person  to  Locate  &  Survey  four  Reserved  Tracts  of  Liand, 
at  Presque  Isle,  La  Bcauf  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  State. 

And  whereas,  the  subscriber  has  received  a  Commission  from  the 
Surveyor  General,  authorising  him  to  survey  the  said  reserved 
Tracts,  and  wishing  to  go  on  said  business  as  soon  as  the  season  will 
permit,  he  therefore,  thinks  it]  expedient  to  apply  to. your  HonUe. 
Board,  for  the  sum  of  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  proceed   on 

said  business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c.. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedt,  Humb.  Servt. 

JOHN  ADLUM. 

April  14th,  1789. 
Indorsed, 

[Referred  to  Yice  President  Mr.  Redick,  Mr.  Smith,  See  Hardi 
1784,  act  of  Assembly.] 


Estimate  of  Expensbs,  vob  Survsting  Tbaots  at   Pubbqui 

IsLS,  &c.|  1789. 

An  estimate  of  expences  for  Provisions,  Hands  &o.,  for  Surveying 
the  reserved  Tracts  at  Presque  Isle,  Le  Beauf,  &c.,  for  the  nse  of  the 
State. 

*  See  page  658,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  64. 
t  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  46,  66. 
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To  ezpences  for  Provisions,  Packing,  &c.,  for  60  days, 
To  ezpences  for  four  Hands^ 


X    S  D 

26  10  0 
80  00  0 

♦X56  10  0 

Indorsed^ 

[Reported  on  24th  Ap.  1789.] 


Beport  of  Committex  on  letter  07  Mr.  Adlum — Erie. 

1789. 

The  eommittee  to  whom  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adlum,  Surveyor  re- 
questing a  sum  of  money  to  be  advanced  to  him,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  locate  and  survey  the  several  tracts  of  Land  reserved  by  re- 
solve of  the  Oenl.  Assembly  of  the  24th^  of  March  last  was  refered 
begleave  to  report. 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  Honorable  the  Oenl. 
Assembly,  by  their  resolve  of  the  24th  of  March  lasl^  did  request  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  to  direct  locations  to  be  made  and 
surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth  of  lands  at  Presque 
Isle,  formed  by  Lake  Erie,  at  le  Beauf,  at  the  head  of  the  navigation 
of  French  oreek^  at  the  mouth  of  Canawango  in  the  County,  of 
Allcgania,  and  at  the  Fort  of  Yanango,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  acres  at  each  place,  and  that  the  Assembly  will  provide  by 
Law  accordingly.  That  the  board  by  their  act  of  the  4th  of  thn 
Instf  April,  in  compliance  with  the  said  resolution  of  the  Honble. 
the  Assembly  did  direot  the  Surveyor  Oenl.  to  appoint  a  proper 
person  to  locate  and  Survey  the  said  reservations,  and  it  appears 
that  the  Surveyor  Oenl.  in  compliance  therewith,  hath  appointed  and 
oommidsioned  Mr  John  Adlum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Your 
committee  has  cast  their  eyes  around  in  search  of  a  fund  on  which 
Council  might  lay  their  hand  in  order  to  enable  the  Surveyor  to 
proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  business,  the  committee  finds  no 
monies  which  Council  may  with  proprietory  advance  for  the  puipose 
aforesaid,  they  therefore  offer  the  following  resolve.  That  the 
request  oC  Mr.  Adlum  cannot  at  present  be  complied  with. 
Indarsedj 

[Read  1st  Time,  24th  April^  1789^  read  &  adopted  28th  Septem. 
1789. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  66. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVL,  p.  86,  46,  66 
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Db.  Benjamin  Bush  to  Pass.  MitfliNi  &o.,  1789. 

Philada.  Hay,  1789. 

Oentleinen, 

Permit  me  for  the  last  time,  to  reqaest  an  order  thro'  the  treasurer 
of  the  State,  for  a  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  Cumberland  county, 
for  six  months  interest  upon  the  certificates  of  Dickinson  College 
due  on  the  first  day  of  last  month. 

Tour  compliance  with  this  request  will  add  to  the  many  obUga- 
tions  conferred  upon  that  Seminary  of  learning  by  the  legi^tiu«  & 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

With  grei^t.  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  in  the  name  of  the 
trnstees  of  the  CoUegOi  your  most  humble  servant. 

BENJN.  HUSH  * 

JKr4ctedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President,  and  the  Honble  the  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


BDOBT  07  OOMFTBOLLSB  OeNERAL  ON  OsVOSBl'B  XOOOJJHXB 

1789. 

Names  of  0£GicevB.  To  what  time  aeUkd. 

Charles  Biddle,  Eeqr.   Secry.  of  Council  for)  till' 23d   October 

fees,                                                           i  1788. 

Sharp  DeUney,  Esq.,  Collector  of  the  Customs,  Ist  April,       do 

Wardens  of  the  Port,  Sept           1787. 
Samuel    Caldwell    Esq.,  Tonnage    officer,  not 
settled  since  his  appointment,  but  accounts 
promised  in  a  few  days. 

John  Jones  Health  officer,  July,  1st,     1788- 

John  Patton,  Esq.,  Auctioneer  City  Philada.  Aug.  14th,     do 

Adam    Hubley,  Esq.,  do  Southwark,  do  20th,      do 

Cbristiau  Febiger  Esq.,  do  Northern  Liberties,  Nov.  lat,       do 
Francis  Johnston,  Esq.,  BeCj  Oenl.   for  lands 

sold,  do                do 

ditto                                             for  fees  reed.  do                do 

John  Lukens  Esq.,  Surveyor  Gen.  for  fees  reed.  Aug.  1st,       do 
Pavid  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Secy.  Land  office  for  £ses 

reed.  do                do 

(  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  late  Proth.  County  Phik.  Sept.  22nd,   do 
(  James  Biddle,  Esq.,  appointed  lately. 

Samuel  Benezet,  Prothy.  Boek  County,  Beb.  8rd,    1787. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  77. 
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Caleb  Davis  Pothj.  Chester  Conntj  PhOa. 

John  Hnbley  do      Lancaster, 

Henry  Miller         do      York, 

Williams  Ljods      do      Cumberland, 

John  Agnew  Clerk  qr.,  sessions  do 

Daniel  Levan,  Esq.,  do    Berks, 

William  Craig  Esq.,  do    Northampton,  appointed 
May  1788,  not  settled  i$ince. 

David  Espy,  Esq.,    do    Bedford, 

Lawrenoe    Keene,    Esq.,    Clerk    qr.     sessions 
Northd.  Co.,  'till  Jnly  18th,  1787. 

Michael  Hnffnagle,  Esq.,  do        Westmoreland, 

Thomas  Scoti,  mq.,  do 

Epbraim  Douglass,  Esq.,  do 

Edward  Crawford,  Esq.,   do 

Thomas  Craig,  Esq.^         do 

Alexander  Qraydon,  Esq.,  do 

Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  do 
settled  since  appoilatment. 

Lazams  MoLean,  Esq.,      do 

James  Bryson,  Esq.,         do 
pointed  last  sessions. 

Hillary  Baker,  Esq.,         do 

William  Nicholas,  Esq.,    do 
Philada. 

William  Henry,  Esq ,  Lieut,  of  City  of  Philada. 
&  Liberties. 

William  Coats,  Esq.,        do 

Franeia  Murcay,  Esq.,     do 

Joseph  McClellan,  Esq.,  do 

James  Ross,  Esq.,  do 

William  Sooit,  Esq.,       do 

George  Gibson,  Em.,      do 

Valentine  Eckert,  Esq.,  do 

Johfi  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

appointed  in  1787,  not  settled  since. 

Hugh  Barclay,  Esq.,       do         Bedford  do  ap- 
pointed Deer.  1787,  not  settled  since. 

William  Wilson,  Esq.,    do  •      Northumberland 
till  1785. 

Charles  Campbell,  Esa.,  dp        Westmoreknd 
appointed — ^no^settled  sinoe. 

James  Marshall,  Esq.,     do        Washington,  do 

William  Bell,  Esq.,  Lieut.   Fayette  County  ap- 
pointed 1785,  not  settled  sinoa. 

Jeremiah  Talbot  Esq.,  do      Franklin   do  appd- 
Pecr.    787|  not  settled  sinoe. 


Aug.  26th,  1788. 
Sept  20th,    do 
June,  1st,    1787. 
July,  24th,  do 
Aug.  10th,  1786. 
Sept.  20th,  1787. 


Washington, 
Fayette, 
Franklin, 
Montgomery, 
Dauphin, 
Luzerne,     not 

Huntington, 
Allcganey    ap- 

Philad.  Co. 
of  City  Court 


Phiia.  County. 
Buoks  do 
Chester  do 
Lancaster  do 
York  do 
Cumberland  do 
Berks,  do 
Northampt'n  do 


April, 


Dee. 

Apl. 

May, 

April, 

Nov. 

Oct. 


1787. 


1785. 

1788. 

do 

do 

1785. 
1787. 


Nov.  19th,  1788. 


Oct.  18th,  1788. 
Aug.  6th,     do 


Sept.  8th, 

March, 

Maroh, 

July, 

March, 

Feby. 

March, 

Nov. 


1788. 
1783. 
1787. 
1788. 

do 
1787. 
1788. 
1785. 


Nov. 


1786. 
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Abel  Morgan,  Esq.,  do 
John  Gloninper^  Esq.,  do 
Zebalon  Batfei,  Esq.,  do 
Edward  Bartholomew, 

k  Co.  Philada. 
William  Harvey,  Esq., 
John  Christie,  Esq., 
Samael  Twibett,  Esq., 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 
Richard  Parker,  Esq., 

settled  soon  expected* 
Nicholas  Brossias,  Esq., 
John  Craig,  Esq., 

lately  appointed. 
Samuel  Crossan,  Esq., 
Christopher  Derring, 

Not  settled,  but  writes 
Collectors  of    * 


till  1785. 
Dauphin,  do 
Luzerne,   do 
,  Coilr.  Excisei  City 

do  Bucks  County, 
do  Chester    do 
do  Lancaster,  do 
do  York        do 
Cumberland  do.  not 

do  Berks,    do 
do  Northampton 


Sept. 
Aug. 

Jany. 
Oct.  26th, 
Jany.  Isft, 
Sept  22nd, 
Aug.  let, 


Aug. 


1788, 
1788. 

1788. 
1786. 

1788. 
1788. 

1788. 


1787. 


do  Bedford,  Nov.  2nd,-  1788. 

,  do  Northumberland 
he  can  get  little. 

Westmoreland; ' 


u 


Jacob  Auld,  Esq.,  do 

Andrew  Forrest,  Esq.,     do 


Washington, 
Fayette, 
Frankln, 
Montgomery, 
Dauphin, 


>•  have  not  acted. 

till  OoL 
Aug. 


1787. 
do 


KspoBT  OF  Comptrollers  on  Offioerb  and  thub  ACcxHimfl^ 

1789. 

List  of  Officers,  with  the  dates  to  which  their  aooonnts  ms^mc- 
tiyely  have  been  rendered  by  them  for  settlement. 


Names  of  Officers, 


To  what  time. 


Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,  Secy.  Council, 

Sharp  Delaney,  Esq.,  Collr.  Customs, 

Wardens  of  the  Port, 

Samuel  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Tonnage  officer, 

John  Jones  Health  officer, 

John  Patton,  Auctioneer,  City  of  Philad. 

Adam  Hubley,  Esq.,        do  Southwark, 

William  Shannon,  Esq.,  do  Northern  Liberties, 

lately  appd. 
Francis  Johnston,  Esq.,  Beceiver  Oenl.  for  lands 

sold, 
do  for  fees. 


23d,  ApitL  1789. 
Ist,  May,  1788, 
Sept.  1787. 

Mar.  22nd,  178S. 
Jany.  1st,  1789. 
Nor.  14th,  178?. 
Feb.  25th,  1789. 


1st,  S'eby-    1789. 
l«t,Feb7.    1789 
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David  Eennedy,  Esq.,  Seotetaryr 
John  LnkenSy  Esq.,  Sarveyor  Oenl. 
Jame  Biddle^  Esq.,  Pfothy.  (Sty  & 
Philade.  lately  appd. 


County 


Samuel  Benezet     ~  do 

Caleb  Davisy  E^.,  do' 

John  Hubley,  Esq^  .  do 

Henry  Miller,  Esq.;  do 

William  Lyona^  Esq.,  do 


Backs, 

Chester^ 

Lancaster, 

York, 

Oumberland, 


John  Agoew,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  Qr.  sessiona  do 
Daniel  Levan,   Esq.,  Proihy  Berks,  (writs  to 

29th  March,  1789.)  Lioenflea  to  April.  20lh, 

1789. 
Wm.  Craig,  Esq.,         do 
DaVid  Espy  Esq.,         do 

rood,  sinoe  to  6th  May, 

1787. 
Laareoee  Ejaene,  Esq  V  do 

Co.,  till  Ang.  term  1788. 
Michael  HuffDsgle,  ESsq.,  do 
Thomas  Scott,  Esq.,    do 
Epbraim  Douglas,        do 
Edward  Crawford,  Esq.,  Pronthonotary  Frauk* 

lin  jCoanty. 
Thomas  Craig,  Esq.,  do 

Alexander  G-raydon,  Esq.,  do 
Timothy  Rokering,  Esq.,  do 
Andrew  Hendarson,  Esq  ,  do 

lately  appointed,  not  settled. 
James  Bryson,  Esq.,  do 

JELilary  Bftker,  Eaq.,  Clark  Qr.  ^Msiona  Philada. 

Co. 
"William  Henry  Esq.,  Lieut.  City  of  Philada  & 

Libertiea. 
William  Coats,  Esq., 
Francis  Muaray  Esq., 
Joaeph  McClellan,  Esq., 
James  Boas,  Esq.,- 


Northankpton, 
Bedford    County 
1789,  'tm  ApU 

Northumberland 

Westmoreland  Co. 
Washington  Co. 
Fayette        do 


Montgomery  do 
Dauphin,  do 
Luzerne,    do 
Huntington  do 

Alleganey,     do 


do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


William  Scott,  Esq., 
Cteoxgj^  OibaoD,  Esq.', 
Valentine  Eckert,  Esq.^ 
John  Craig,  Esq., 

«ppd.  1787,  not  settled  gince. 
Hugh  Barclay,  Esq.,         do 
WiUiam  Wilaon,  Esq.,     do 

laud,  Co. 


County  of  Phila. 
Bucks, 
Chester, 
Lancaster^ 
York, 

Cumberland, 
Berks. 
Northampton, 

Bedford, 
Northumber- 


lafc,  Feby.  1780. 
1st,  Feby.   1789. 


21b*.  Feb.  1789. 
22nd,  Mur.  1789. 
June,  1st,  1787. 
July,  24th,  1787. 
Aug.  16th,  1789. 


May^  22iid,  17S8. 


Deo. 

Sept. 
May, 


1785. 

1788. 
1788. 


April,  lat,  1789. 
March,  1789. 
August,  1788. 
Oct.  7th,     1788. 


Sept.  26th,  1788. 
March,  lat,  1789. 


May,  Ist, 
March, 
March, 
July, 
March, 
Feby, 
May,  1st, 
May,  1st, 


do 
1783. 

1787. 
1788. 
1788. 
1787. 
1789. 
1789. 


25* 


Nov.  SOth,  1787. 

1785. 
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Gbarles    Campbell,  Esq.,  Lieut, 
not  settled  since^apprnt. 

do 


Westmoreland 


do 
do 


-Washington, 
Fayette,  appd« 

Franklin, 
Montgomerji 

DanphiDi 
Ltoerne, 
Allegaiiey, 
Goilr.    E&oise 


Nov. 


1788. 


James  Marshall,  Esq.; 
William  Bell,  Esq., 

1785,  not  settled. 
Jeremiah  Talbot,  Esq., 
Abel  Montgomery  Esq., 

appd.  1785,  not  settled  sinpe. 
John  Gloningie,  Esq.,      do 
ZelmkHi  Batler^  Esq.,       do 
Richard  Butler,  Esq.,       do 
Edward  Bartholomew  Esq.  do 

City  &  Philadelphia, 
William  H«irvey,  Esq., 
John  Christie,  Esq., 
Samuel  Terbert,  Esq., 
John  Forsyth,  Esq., 
lUohard  Parker,  Esq., 
Nicholas  Brossius  Eisq., 
John  Craig,  Esq., 

appd.  fall,  1788. 
Samuel  Croasan,  Esq., 
Christopher  Derring,  Esq.,  do 
John  Oiffar,  Esq.,  do 

John  Todd,  Esq.,  da 

Joseph  Doagles,  Esq.,  do 
Robert  Parker,  Esq.,  do 
Jacob  Auld,  Esq.,t  dp 
Andrew  Forrest,  Esq.,  do 
Direciedf 

To  His  Ezcelly.  The  PreaideBt,  &  the  HonUe.  the  Safnraie 
Ibecutive  OouncU  of  Pennsyiva.!  The  above  ia  respectfniij  aab* 
mittedby , 

JN.  NICHOLSON, 
Gomptr.  GeaFa  Offiee,  May  6ih,  1789. 


Collr. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 


Excise,    Bucks, 
Chester, 
Lancaster, 
York, 

Cumberland, 
Berks, 
Northampton, 

Bedford  Oo. 

Northumberland 

Westmoreland^ 

Washington, 

Fayette^ 

Franklin, 

HontApmeiy, 

Dauphin, 


Apl,  18tb,  1789. 


Sept  1788. 

Aug.  26th,  1788. 
30th,  Sept,  1788. 

Jany.  Igt,  1789. 
Oct.  26th,  1786. 
March,  1780. 
Sept.  22nd,  1788. 
Aug.  1st,  1788. 
June,  2od,  1787. 
August,       1787. 


1788. 
1786. 
1787. 
1786. 


Not.  2nd, 
Mar.  7th, 
Mar.  8rd, 
Deo.  12th, 
Dee.  12th,  1786. 
Nov.  17th,  1787. 
Apl.  16th,  1789. 
Augoat^      1787. 


BSSOLUTION  Of  OOKdBSSS  ON  IMPORTS,  1789. 

In  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  of  the  United  Stales. 

Fridfl(y,  the  8Ui  of  May,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Ordered.     That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  29th,  ultiaio,  to 
-report  an  estimate  of  the  supplies  requisite  for  the  present  year,  and 
of  the  nett  produce  of  the  impost  as  agreed  to  by  the  Hooae,  be 
»  See  Cd.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  70,  71. 
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AQikorlsid  and  imtraotod  id  <soU«ot  early  a»d  auOiattlie 
of  the  particular  articles  of  foreign  produce  asd  iiiAimfaofaitea»  anav- 
ally  imporled  into,  and  of  all  ih»  arUclea  exported  ftom  the  several 
states,  and  the  vahie  of  mA  iinports  and  exports:  also  the  anmber 
of  vesisels  both  foreign  and  domestio  entered  and  eieared  during  that 
time,  specifying  thar  tonnage,  and  the  nation!  to  which  they  leqMO- 
tirely  belong :  speeiiyiog  auo,  the  exact  nnabers  ol  each  partieolar 
deMriptioQ  oif  Yeeaels  of  eaoh  nation^  and  the  aimoant  of  tonnage  of 
each  partKular  vessel. 

Extraot  from  the  Jonmali 

JOHN  BEOKLBT,  clerk 


OOMlflTTES  07  CONanSBB  TO  PbES.  MinUN|  iMPOSTg;  1789» 

New  York,  Maj  9th,  1789.  • 
Sir, 

The  Honse  of  representativas u^  the  United  Stales  being  mnoh  in 
want  of  the  information  mentioned  in  the  order  prefixed  in  pnrsnanoe 
of  their  intentiong,  we  request  yonr  SxceUencj  to  direct  the  proper 
statements  to  be  obtained,  and  transmitted  to  ns,  and  if  they  oan« 
not  in  eyery  reppeot  be  conformed  to,  the  order  we  request  the  best 
documents,  that  can  be  procured  as  they  will  be  neeessaryin  form^g 
the  important  acts  of  Congress,  respecting  revenue  &  commerce. 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

with  every  Sentiment  of  respect  yofur 

most  obedient  &  reiy  humble  Servants 

E.  GERRT, 
W.  SMITH, 
J.  PARKFR. 
Committee  of  Bepresentatives.* 
Direciedf 
Hia  Esoelleacy  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


Andrew  Eiucjott  to  President  MimiN,  &o.,  1789. 

May  7lh,  1789. 
GentlemeD, 

Immediately  after  I  return  from  N.  York,  I  shall  set  out  to  tke 
westward  in  order  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Islands  in  the  Ohio,t  and 
Allegany  BiverS;  agreeably  to  a  resolve  of  your  Hon'ble  Body  passed 

*  See  ans#er,  May  28th,  p.  685. 
t  See  Vol  X.,  p.  452. 
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m  Jftaasry  last*--*!  di«reibi6  raqnart  that  some  iiieilii>d  fn^  be  fro? i- 
ddd  to  defrmy  tbe  ceMSsary  expenaea. 

The  Beaenres  of  eertain  Tncts  of  Land,  made  by  the  Qeneial 
AaaemUy  of  this  State,  at  their  lata  Seaaioo,  might  have  been  aor- 
Tr^ed  at  the  same  time,  with  but  email  additional  ezpenae :  thia  I 
-  made  known  to  Mr.  Imkena,  who  approved  of  the  Plan  and  frequent- 
ly aaenred  me  that  it  waa  hia  determinatton,  aa  far  as  be  waa  oonoem- 
ed,  to  have  the  whole  exeented  at  the  aame  time,  by  the  aame  peraon. 
Why  he  altered  kia  opinion  with  regard  to  the  peraon,  and  why  he 
thought  pn^er  to  add  to  the  expense  of  Oovemment  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  aay. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

yonr  Hble.  Servt. 

AND.  ELLTCOTT.* 
DirecUdy 

Hia  Excellency  The  Preaident,  and  Supreme  Executive  Goaneil 
Pennaylvania. 


Chbrok««  Chiefs  to  Prbsidhnt  Mifflin,  1789. 

Big  highowaasee,  Hay  the  IStfa,  1769. 
Great  k  Beloved  Brother, 

We  have  thought  the  time  long  to  aee  yon  onoe  more,  and  amoike 
the  Pipe  of  friendship  together  in  Peace,  the  Days  have  Bin  when 
we  were  as  one  People,  But  timea  have  altered  greatly :  then  yon  waa 
in  Deatreaa,  all  the  Northward  Indiana  &  French  waa  at  ware  with 
you,  then  you  cold  aend  for  us  to  help  vou,  which  we  allwaya  did 
without  hesitating,  now  the  Shawneys  Livea  at  home,  in  Peace,  and 
no  peraon  concerning  with  them,  But  we  are  Drove  aa  it  were  into 
the  Sea  we  have  baraly  land  anfficiant  to  atand  upon,  we  are  neither 
fiah  nor  Birds,  we  cannot  live  in  the  water  nor  in  the  air }  the  days 
have  Bin  when  we  waa  able  to  use  our  Brothers,  the  white  People 
well,  but  now  we  are  Reduced  to  the  lowest  degree  of  want  and 
lyiisaery  By  a  Set  of  Bad  People,  who  wante  to  Drive  ua  into  the 
aea ;  now  Brothers  if  you  can  do  any  thing  for  our  People  on  their 
Jon^y,  or  in  helping  them  to  fix  mattera  in  Pongreaa,  ao  that  ve 
may  Live  in  Peace,  we  will  Beward  you  according  to  Requeat. 

Our  Beloved  Brother,  whom  we  have  chosen  to  do  our  Bnaineai 
at  Oongresa  with  the  beloved  men,  he  can  inform  you  what  we  want 
you  to  do  for  us,  &  our  Request  to  Congreaa  We  hope  the  Credit 
of  our  Stete  will  not  Be  L^  than  yours  or  any  others,  therefore  if 
you  assist  our  People  it  will  Be  Repaid  you  again,  we  hope  onx 
lUqueat  will  be  granted  by  Congress;  and  we  may  become  a  poi 

*  See  pages  427,  684. 
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in  the  UafoB,  M  well  «)  ike  B^t  of  <mf  bioilieffe.    H^  war 
BeloVd  Brother^  if  Ponible,  &  the  favour  shall  not  be  forgoUon 
By  jour  friends  &  Brothers  the  chiefs  of  the  ovec  hill^towas. 
In  Oouaeil  assembled  at  higbowassee. 

Indorsed^ 

Letter  from  the  Cherokee  Chie&  of  Indians. 
IHrected, 

To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.    -Hon'd  by 
Mr.  Bennet  BaUing,  Esq'r. 


IssimuanoNa  to  Evan  Owbn — ^Nbsoqpeo  Boad,  1789. 

To  Even  Owen. 

Agreeably  to  an  Act  of'Gener^  Assembly  dated  March  27th, 
1789,  Vesting  the  Ezecntive  Council  with  powers  for  appointing  a 
suitable  person  to  open  the  Bemainiag  part  ot  the  twA  not  yet 
oompleated  Between  the  River  Susquehanna,  at  the  Falls  of 
Nesoopeok  and  the  Lehigh.  The  President  &  Supreme  Executive 
Council  hsve  therefore  thought  proper,  by  virtue  of  those  powers  to 
them  granted  by  said  act  of  Oen'l  Assembly  to  apppiot  ft  con- 
stitute you  Oommissbner  for  that  purpose  authorising  &  requiiiig 
jou  Immediately  to  proceed  to  the  opening  of  said  Bemaining  pert 
of  the  above  described  Boad  in  a  proper  mi^nner  for  the  accomodat- 
ing of  Travellers,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  the  money  appropriate 
foor  that  purposci  will  enable  you  to  do ;  &  when  Compleated  or 
the  money  expended,  you  will  produce  your  accounts  accompanied 
with  their  proper  Vouchers  for  settlement. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,* 
Secr'y. 


Pass.  Mmu^  to  Committsk  of  Conorbss,  1789. 

Phaad'a,May28,1789. 
Gent., 

By  the  directions  of  his  Excel,  the  President  and  the  8.  E.  C,  I 
transmit  you  statementsf  of  the  pattioular  articles  of  foreign 
produce  and  mann^Bactures  imported  into,  and  of  all  the  articfes 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  88,  86. 
f  Not  found. 
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«xport6€[  fr<mi  tbe  Bute  from  tb«  Ist  of  Ja&'j,  1788,  io  tbe  Ist  of 
Ja'y,  '89  with  the  nninber  of  veBselB^  both  Foreign  and  Domeetk 
entered  and  oleared  during  that  time. 

Tr.  Letter*  requesting  these  doeumentsy  was  not  MoeiTod  hj 
Gonnoil  before  the  16th  inst.^  and  no  time  has  been  lost  smee  in 
preparing  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Oent.)  yr.  most  obd't 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE, 

Seer'y. 
Direciedy 

Hon.  B.  Qmjj  Wm.  Smtlh  k  J.  Fteiker,  Gommittee  of  H.  B. 
U.S. 


BiiPOftf  ON  GoMTBOUtfts  ▲oooums  warn  ntPAna   to   Mud 
Island,  1789. 

The  Committe  to  whom  was  Befened  tbe  mooom^  of  Joha 
Nicholson,  Bsq'r,  for  the  Monies  paid  by  him  for  the  Bopain  done 
to  the  Banks  of  Mad  Island,  Beg  leave  to  Bepoii  that  the  mm  «f 
Seventy-Eight  pounds  2s.  9,  paper  money  as  stated  in  his  neeoaipt, 
appears  by  suffieient  Youohers  to  have  been  paid  by  him  Ibt  the 
above  purpose. 

Therefore  Besolved,  that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  tMMorer  u 
hie  &vour  for  the  above  sum.f 


Bbsolutions  07  CONQBISS,  1789. 

(Daplioate  ) 

United  States  of  America. 

In  Senate,  June  4th^  1789. 

Besolved,  That  in  ten  days  after  the  passing  of  every  act  of  Con* 

rB  during  the  present  session,  or  until  some  other  regulation  shall 
adopted  twenty-two  printed  Gopies  thereof,  signed  bj  th« 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Glerk  of  the  House  of  BeprBaoiitm& 
and  certified  by  them  to  be  true  Gopies  of  th«  original  Attta^  he 

*  See  page  688. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  86 


PENNgYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1789.  687 

lodged  with  the  President  of  the  XToited  States,  and  that  he  be 
'reqaested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted,  two  of  the  said  eopies  ao 
attested  as  aforesaid  to  each  of  the  ^Supreme  ExeeatiYes  in  the 
several  States. 

Extract  from  the  Journal^ 

SAM.  A.  OTIS, 

Secretary. 
Tn  the  Honse  of  RepresentiTes  of  the  United  States^  the  5th  of 
June,  1789. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing  Resolution  : 
whereupon  Resdved;  That  this  House  doth  concur  with  the  Senate 
therein. 

Extract  from  the  Jooroaly 

JOHN  BEOKLBT, 
Cleric. 


OmcnrLAB  ov  Pbsbidsnt  Washington  to  Pass.  Mtmnij  1789. 

(Circular.) 

New  York,  June  8th,  1789. 
Sir, 

As  Congress  have  not  yet  established  any  BeparUnenis  through 
which  communications  can  be  officially  made  from  the  General 
Oovemment  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States;  I  do,  a^eably 
to  the  foregoing  Resolution,  transmit  to  your  Ezoellenoy  the  enclosed 
Act,  and  have  the 

Honor  to  be,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

a.  WASHINGTON. 
DirecUd, 

His  ExceUeney,  Thomas  Miffin. 

Jndonedf 

Duplicate  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  Congress  to  regulate  time  and 
manner  of  administering  certain  oaths,  June  8th,  1789. 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  92,  96. 


688  PBKNSrLVAMIA  ARCHIVES  1780. 


Report  on  Accottnts  ov  Gens.  Butleb  and  Gibson — ^Eaix, 

1789. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompis  of  Genenl 
Batler  and  General  John  Gibson,  report  that  yonr  oommittee  are  of 
opinion  the  charges  in  the  several  acts,  of  six  dollars  ^  diem  for 
serviees  is  rather  a  high  charge ;  bnt  on  examining  the  minates  of 
Coanoil  for  the  year  1784  and  1785,  we  find  that  Messrs.  Atlee, 
Johnston  and  Maday,  who  were  appointed  oommisaioners  for 
similar  pnrposes,  were,  on  settlement  aUowod  the  same  sum  ^  diem, 
exclasive  of  their  expenoes,  and  inasmach  as  the  three  Commis- 
sioners, who83  accts.  are  now  under  consideration  hath  executed  the 
duties  of  their  said  Commission  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  State, 
and  that  under  oiroumstances  which  adds  to  the  merits  of  the  aenrice. 
Tour  Oommittee  therefore  o£Fer  the  following  resolve  to  wit : 

JElesolved,  that  the  accompts  of  the  |  said  Richard  Butler  and  of 
John  Gibson^  be^  as  settled  by  the  Comptroller  &  Register  Gea'l  be 
approved.* 


Col.  John  Canan  to  Vice  Paesident  Bossr— HuNxmcoKur, 

1789. 

Huntingdon  Town^  June  lOth^  1789. 
Sir, 

^  Thomas  Duncan  Smith,f  Esquire's,  bad  state  of  Health  for  a  ooo- 
siderable  time  past,  preventing  him  in  a  great  measure  from  doing 
the  duty  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  the  Town  afforesaid,  and  the 
diferent  officess  to  which  Andrew  Henderson,  Esquire,  has  bees 
appointed  in  many  instances  interfers  with  his  performing  the  office 
of  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  said  Town  of  Huntingdon  makes 
it  requsite  that  another  should  be  commissioned  at  that  plaoe  for 
which  purpose  a  division  of  the  Townsiiip  of  Huntingion  has  bees 
made  by  the  Court  and  forwarded  to  Council.  You  may  remember 
a  return  of  an  Election  was  sent  to  our  Board  last  January,  bnt  for 
want  of  the  District  not  being  laid  off  and  approved  by  Gonnoil  no 
Commission  would  be  granted.  I  hope,  sir,  as  soon  as  the  three 
Months  expires  if  Council  approve  you  will  have  aa  offidal  aoeovat 
sent  by  the  Post  to  Shipenburg,  oare  of  Captain  Bippey. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

&  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  CANAN. 
Directed^ 

Honorable  George  Ross,  Esquire,  Vice  President. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  96. 

t  See  pp.  806—807;   also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  94,  96. 
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BxGsrnEB  Oxnsral — Cmr  Lots,  1789. 

Joseph   Mcrcier  14  City  Lots,  N.  2392  to  2315, 

iBolasiye, jg868 

Doct'r  David  Ohristie  11  Lot  N.  2265  to  2275,  825 

£1198 

The  aboTD  Lots  are  not  yet  paid  for. 

FRAS.  JOHNSTON,  R.  G. 
Rec'r  GenM  Office,    ) 
June  11th,  1789.     J 


Statement  of  Monet  brawn  tor  Erie,  1789. 

Oompt.  Gen'lfl  Office,  June  llth^  1789. 

Sir, 
The  fdloving  dravghts  have  been  drawn  by  yonr  Honble  Beard 

on  and  of  the  ezpences  of  the  Purchase  of  the  tract  on  the  sontbh 

ward  and  Eastward  of  Lake  Erie  in  Penn'a,  lately  purchased  of  tb» 

Natives,  vis. : 

Oct'r  3d,  1788,  Messrs.  Butler  &  Gibson,  £60    0    0 

May  13th,         Gibson  Bal,  175  19  10 

Oct'rlO,  B.  Elliott  for  a  Map  forComm'rs,        16    0 

An  order  in  fav.  Wister&  Aston,  £600  0  00 

Dec'r  23, 1788 

Ap'l  24th,  1789,        do.,  balance,  425  8  10 

925    3  10 

May  13th,  do.,  J.  Gibson  in  pt.  pay  per  A.  Dallas,      96    0    2 

£1268    8  10 


I  am.  Sir,  your  obed't  servt., 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President,  in  Council. 

*  See  pages  506,  672  ;   and  Col.  Beo.,  XYI.,  p.  95. 
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Bepobt  ov  Coumxttbe  oif  GoMPXEotLEft  GxRis;  Lbttee — 

City  Lots,  1789. 

The  Oommittee  to  whom  was  refered  the  CoiDptroller  Oeol's 
letter  reepccting  some  City  lots  pttrchased  by  him  some  time  past 
Beport,  That  in  the  opiDion  of  your  Committee,  Council  are  not 
authoristed  to  order  money  to  be  returned  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  pabiio  Treasury  for  Ci^y  Lots  purchased  by  Individuals,  and  as 
the  Comptroller  Genl.  purchased  the  lots  refered  to  without  any 
direetions  of  this  board,  he  must  have  done  it  in  his  private  capacity, 
and  therefore  is  equally  iotitled  with  any  other  person  to  hold  said 
lots,  and  therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution. 

Resolved,  that  John  Nicholson  Esq.,  is  entitled  to  receive  Patents, 
or  deeds  for  all  the  City  Lots  he  bath  purchased  and  paid  fur."^ 


Caft.  W.  Fxbqvsoh  to  Pass.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  his  EacoiUeD^  Tbonias  MSfflhi|  Bsquife  and  the  Honorable 
•ibe  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  recruited  upwards  of  fifty  soldiers  as  Part  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Quota  of  troops,  and  now  request  that  an  order  may 
be  drawn  in  my.  favor  for  fifty  dollars  on  the  Treasury  on  the  same 
principle  that  Cap.  Zigler  reed,  a  dollar  ^  man  for  his  Recruits  last 
year. 

I  am  gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servt 

W.  FERGUSON, 
Cap.  Artly.  Ist  U.  States,  HegL 


Djsleqatss  in  Conobxss  to  Pbes.  Miffun — Judicial  Coukts, 

1789. 

New  York,  Jany.  16th,  1789. 
Sir, 

.  We  embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Bill 
to  Establish  the  Judicial  Courts  of  the  United  States,f  as  the  aaVne 
stands  reported  to  the  Senate  by  a  committee  appointed  for  tb»t 
purpose.    This  bill  will  come  under  oonsideration  in  the  ooorsa  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVT.,  94. 
f  Not  found. 
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ntatk  wufkf  rad  will  probtbiy  ooowioll  miieh  di8eiiaii<»  &  debate* 
Bhoald  jo«r  Ezeellenoy  &  the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil  honor 
Qfl  with  any  observaiions  on  thU  bill,  they  shall  be  treated  with 
all  possible  attentioQ  and  respeot  by  your  SxeeUenoy's^ 
most  obedient  «od  humble  Bervauta, 

WM.  MACLAY, 
BOBT.  MORRIS  * 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  The  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Indoned, 

[Read  in  Council  1st  time,  Juue  20th,  1789.] 


SsmJOMY  BiDDUS    TO  PBOTHOliOTARnS,    1789. 

Secretary's  office, 

Phikdelpbfe,Juse,  17th,l:78&, 

Sir, 

By  directions  of  the  S.  E.  Counoilv  I  transmit  you  six  Copies  of 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  directing  the  time  &  manner  of 
administering  certain  oaths^f  which  you  are  required  to  promulgate 
for  the  information  of  all  persons  within  your  County. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  obedient  and, 

yery  bumble  servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  Secy. 


Gen.  Richabd  Butler  to  Pres.  Mipflin— Erie,  1789. 

Philada.,  Juno,  17th,  1789. 
Sir, 

Having  laid  before  your  Excellency  &  the  HonHble  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva.  the  Treaty  made  with 
the  Indians  &  this  deed  of  sale  for  the  Lake  Erie  Tract  of  land  which 
Oen.  Gibson  &  myself  were  directed  by  your  Hon^ble  board  to  pur- 
chase, together  with  the  accounts  of  the  whole  Expenditures  necee- 
sarily  incurred  in  transacting  said  business,  also  the  accounts  of  Gen. 
Gibson  and  myself  respectively  for  our  aervices  &  Expenses  as  Com- 
missioners all  which  hath  been  approved — am}  although  the  greatest 

»  S^  Col.  Bee,  Vol  XTL,  p.  100. 

t  See  page,  687. 
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eeonomy  was  used  by  ns  for  tbe  Interest  of  the  State,  the  sain  appro* 
priated  for  said  service  hath  been  Expended,  yet  we  have  done  tlie 
bumnees  k  borne  our  own  Expenses,  not  doubting  we  would  be  imme- 
diately reimbarsed  k  paid  for  oiir  services^  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
inform  your  Excelleney  that  we  need  the  money,  and  conceiving 
that  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylva.  would  certainly  not  delay  the 
payment  for  services  which  have  been  rendered,  I  hope  to  her  latia- 
faction,  I  had  made  arrangements  which  would  make  it  partioalarly 
inconvenient  for  me  to  lie  out  of  the  money — I  therefore  pray  that 
agreeable  to  the  Act  of  the  13,  of  April  1782.  your  Hon'ble  board 
will  be  pleased  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
respective  debts  due  by  the  commonwealth  to  Gen.  Oibeon  Amyaell 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant 

RICHD.  BUTLER.* 
'     P.  S.  Should  there  not  be  money  in  the  Treasury  our  immediate 
purposes  may  be  answer'd  by  having  the  orders. 
Directedf 
flu  Excellenoy  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Datid  Redick  to  Pbes.  HinuN^  1789. 

Busquehana,  June  21  st^  1789. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  this  moment  by  the 
bearer  who  is  immediately  from  Pittsburgh.  The  subject  will  not 
be  unfamiliar  to  you  as  the  return  of  the  election  is  before  yon,  from 
this  letter  ye  Board  will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  neither  of  the 
Townships  are  entitled  to  justices  of  the  peace  until  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Court  shall  be  filed  in  the  Secy's  office  three  months  &e. 
Robinson  Township  was  formerly  a  district  for  a  justice,  bat  a  large 
part  of  it  is  now  in  Allegania  County,  and  Mr.  Justice  Soott  whe 
was  a  Washington  County  justice  is  still  a  Justice  in  Allegania,  being 
situate  within  that  part  of  Robinson  Township  now  called  Mooo 
Township  in  Allegania  County.  I  forward  it  for  such  uses  as  Conncil 
may  make  of  it.  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  man  of  good  fame. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 

your  most  obedient  Servant 

DAVID  REDICK. 

Please  present  my  Compl's  to  Mr.  Reed  and  my  other  friends  in 
Council 
Direciedj 

His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

«  See  pages  405,  427»  529,  562,  589. 
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Sec't  Biddlh  to  County  Commissionmis,  1789. 

July2, 1789,   ' 
Gent'n, 

The  great  neglect  in  Collecting  the  State  Taxes  has  furnished  just 
cause  of  complaint  to  the  Public  Creditors  who  cannot  receive  their 
Interest  &  is  the  Occasion  of  the  paper  medium  being  so  much 
depreciated — Council  therefore  direct  you  immediately  to  take  the 
most  Vigorous  &  effectual  measures  for  the  Collection  of  the  Public 
Taxes  in  your  County  and  to  inform  them  of  your  Proceedings 
without  delay. 

I  am  Gentlemen;  * 

your  obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  BIDDLB,  Sec'y.    • 
Directed^ 
To  the  Commissioners  of  the  several  Counties. 


Jon'a  Hart  to  John  Adltim,'  1789. 

Fort  Franklin,  14th  July,  1T89. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  your  attention  in  acquainting  me  with  the 
Hesolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, respecting  the  reserv'd  Tract  at  the  mouth  of  French 
Creek,  &c. 

In  the  report  of  your  proceedings  perhaps  you  may  think  it  proper 
to  remark  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  Lands  fit  for  Cultivation 
in  that  part  of  said  Tract  which  lies  on  the  West  side  of  French 
Creek  is  under  actual  improvements. 

To  prevent  any  suspicions  of  an  intention  to  oppose  Civil  Au- 
thorities or  conduct  improperly  respecting  said  Tract  it  may  be 
necessary  for  me  to  state  the  Principles  on  which  these  settlements 
were  made  &  to  assign  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  carried  on. 

In  October  last,  I  made  representation  to  a  Member  of  the 
Hon' ble  the  Executive  Council,  that  there  was  a  small  Tract  of 
Land  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek  which  I  wished  to  take  up  & 
would  make  actual  Settlement  provided  I  could  have  the  preempt 
tion,  when  an  office  should  be  open  for  the  sale  of  those  Lands  &  pro- 
posed to  remove  some  families  in  the  Spring  on  the  said  tract — Gir- 
comstances  made  it  necessaiy  for  me  to  return  before  the  Assembly 
had  decided  on  my  request,  however  I  was  persuaded  a  preference 
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would  be  giT«n  to  aetnal  SettlenoaU,  therefore  removed  one  Fmnflj 
with  me  &  made  arntDgements  for  two  more  to  follow  some  time  this 
summer,  for  the  porpose  of  making  improyements  on  the  sM  Traet 
Some  time  after  my  arrival  at  this  place,  was  informed  the  Qen*l 
Assembly  had  rejected  the  Request — but  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  it  was  ob^rred  a  motion  had  been  made  for  granting  a  pre- 
emption Right  to  actual  Settlements — and  it  was  the  opinion  in 
general  s'd  Motion  would  pass  into  a  Law — it  was  then  too  late  to 
remove  to  any  other  Situation  this  Season' &  not  having  an  idea  any 
Person  could  recommend  this  Tract  as  suitable  for  a  Reserve  &  being 
persuaded  a  preference  would  be  given  to  actual  Settlements,  the 
Family  still  continued  to  make  improvements — as  one  Family  is  now 
on  the  Lands  two  others  expected  this  Fall  and  as  preparations  have 
been  making  for  their  reception  here  previous  to  any  knowledge  of 
this  being  a  reserved  tract,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  construed  into  an 
opposition  to  the  Civil  Authority  or  making  Settlements  contrary  to 
"their  directions,  sboald  the  improvements  be  still  carried  on^  relying 
on  the  Justice  &  Equity  of  the  Commonwealth  &  the  known  prefer* 
ence  which  has  ever  been  given  to  aetual  Settlements,  that  when 
ever  said  reserved  Tract  shall  be  sold  (for  it  never  will  be  laid  out 
into  a  Town)  the  actual  Setlers  may  have  a  preference  of  Purchase. 

Thus  I  have  stated  the  Principles  on  which  these  Settlements 
were  first  made  &  the  reasons  why  they  are  still  making  and  beg  you 
will  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  may  Judge  the  case  to  require. 

Before  I  close  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  I  am  happy  in  giving 
everyaassistance  in  my  power  for  carrying  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  Execution  &  in  prosecuting  the  Present  Busi- 
ness beg  you  will  accept  the  assurance  that  every  thing  in  my  Power 
is  at  your  command. 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  ob't  &  humb'l  Serv't, 

JON'A  HART. 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  John  Adlum. 


Sam'l  Caldwell  To  Prbs.  Mifflin,  1789. 

To  his   Excellency  the  President,   and  the  Supreme  ExecvtiTe 
Council,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  Tonnage-Oficer  of  the  Pott  of 
Philadelphia, 

Respectfully  sheweth*— 

That,  your  Memorialist  has  understood,  other  OIBeera  in  tlM 
Collection  of  the  Commercial  Duties,  for  the  Slate  of  P^nneylTnniay 
have  applied  for,  and  obtained,  Certifieates  of  the  due  ezeoatkm  of 
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mkfot  ofteos,  in  oriter  to  Mii«t  'tk«if  applioatloii  ftr  th«  sme,  vnder 
iiie  General  Oov^emnent  of  the  United  States. 

Thi^t  wkb  the  Mme  Tiewd,  and  uader  an  honest  impiMiony  tbal 
his  Offiee  has  been  executed  with  equal  fideliijt  and  punctuality, 
jour  Memorialist  ia  indttced  to  request  the  same  favor  and  earnest}/ 
prays,  his  Bxoellency  the  President,  and  the  Honorable  the  Council, 
to  grant  him  a  certificate  of  their  approbation  of  bis  conduct  in  the 
ezccutipn  of  the  Office  of  Collector  of  the  Tonnage  Duties  for  this 
Port. 

And  your  Memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c., 

SAM'L  CALDWELL. 
17th  July,1789. 


Thomas  Fitzsimonb  to  Pbes.  Mifflin,  1789 

New  York,  21  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  haye  been  applyd  to  by  a  broker  of  this  plane  on  a  business 
that  concerns  the  State  of  Pennsylva.  and  which^  I  apprehend. 
Council  ought  to  be  informed  of.  ^ 

He  produced  to  me  a  power  attorney  of  the  Comptr.  General 
authorizing  the  bearer  to  receive  at  the  treasury  of  the  U.  S.  certain 
certificates  therein  enunierated,  but  upon  at)plication,  there  no  such 
certificates  could  be  obtained,  this  led  him  to  make  application  to 
me,  and  I  aeoompan/d  him  to  the  treasury  where  I  found,  that  the 
State  had  Credit  on  the  books  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  U.  S.  for 
85,116  II  dollars,  and  that  accordiDg  to  the  Established  ruleS| 
there  the  State  was  iutitled  to  warrant  for  that  sum, — in  the  case  of 
individuals,  such  warrants,  may  be  transferred  by  power  of  attorney 
but  in  all  such  oases  the  original '  warrant  is  delivered  up,  if  a  part 
only  is  transferred  a  new  warrant  Issues  for  the  bailance.  In  the 
Case  of  a  State  however,  the  officers-  appear  to  think  that  no  trans- 
fer can  be  made  without  an  act  of  the  State  to  warrant  it ;  if  there  is 
any  such  act  in  Pennsylva.  a  Copy  of  it  must  be  lodged  at  the 
treasury,  and  some  other  mode  than  that  adopted  by  the  Comptr. 
Djust  be  settled  with  the  officers  for  making  those  transfers ;  it  would 
be  highly  inconvenient  to  be  obliged  to  Issue  a  new  warrant  to  the 
state  every  time  a  transfer  was  made  for  any  part  of  this  sum,  but 
if  there  is  not  a  legislative  act,  it  cannot  be  made  under  any  modi- 
fication. I  have  no  doubt  an  arrangement  could  be  made  with  the 
officers,  for  certificates  in  possession  of  the  State,  which  would  very 
much  facilitate  a  return  to  the  holders  of  Pennsylva.  securitys 
agreeable  to  the  late  act.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  if  my  agency  in 
that  or  any  other  bumness  which  oonoeras  the  State,  can  be  usefull 
you  may  command  my  service* 


Mt  FUrNSTLTANU  ABOHIYXS  ITSft. 

OoDg^Q^M  Iwe  under  CMoianAia  %  vefMri  to  pimda  far  t 

pleatiDg  the  survey  of  the  traet  of  l«ad  pvuehaied  of  the  U.  8.  if 
earr/d  into  effect,  I  will  do  myself  the  pkesora  of  ii^raung  joa. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

tity  your  mo.  hble  serrt. 

THOS.  FITZSIMOJSra  * 
Directed^ 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President,  T.  Fitzsimons,  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed^ 

Bead  in  Council,  July  27ih,  1789,  1st  time.  Got.   Miles,   GoL 
Smith,  Dr.  Grey. 


Peesidbnt  WASHiNaTON  TO  Preb.  Mutlin,  1789. 

Pnplicate, 

New  Tork,  23rd  July,  1789. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  June,  I 
do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  act  imposing 
Duties  on  Tonnage. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  Humble  aervi 

GO.  WASHINGTON.f 

P.  S.  Tour  Ezcelleucy  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  itf 
the  several  acts  which  may  be  transmitted  to  you. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Rbcommindation  of  a  Jxtdoe  at  Reading,  1789. 

Beading,  July  Slst,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Death  pf  our  late  worthy  President  of  the  Court  of  Commoa 
Pleas  of  this  County,  and  the  near  approach  of  our  Time,  will,  we 
hope,  excuse  our  requesting  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  laj  be- 
fore Council  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  appointment  to  that  ofiioe. 

From  the  frequent  meeting  of  the  Courts,  and  the  late  alleratioa 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  119, 127. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  112, 
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of  the  Law^  respecting  the  aoknewled^meDt  of  Deeds  (whioh  requires 
almost  oonstatkt  attendancey)  it  must,  we  think,  be  evident  to  Council 
that  the  Preeident  ought  to  be  one  who  resides  in  the  County 
Town.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  appointment 
of  James  Diemor  Esquire,"^  an  upright  and  experienced  magistrate, 
and  an  old  Inhabitant  of  this  Place,  woald  be  particularly  agreeabla 
to  the  Bar,  and  we  believe  to  the  County  at  large. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  Bzcellenoy's  moat  obed.  hble  ser? ts 
DAN.  CLTMER, 
COLLINSON  READ, 
,    .  MARKS  JNO.  RIDDLE, 

V.  HURLEY, 

GEO.  bckert; 

JAS.  SCULL, 
JNO.  SPAYD. 
Z>treoes^ 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  Esq., 


QusEiss  BT  Collector  Delant  BEBPscriMa  Duties,  1789. 

The  Act  passed  Sept.  25, 1783,  in  the  7th  Section  limits  the  con- 
tionation  of  duties  or  Imposts,  <'  untill  that  part  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  April  18th,  1788,  be  acceded  to  by  each  and  every 
of  the  thirteen  United  States,  &  from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  Assembly  and  no  longer/' 

By  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1784,  an  additional  duty  is  laid  of  1^ 
pr.  Gt.,  without  limitation. 

The  duties  arising  by  the  Act  passed  Sept.  20,  1785,  has  a  limi- 
tation in  Sec.  3d,  referring  to  the  2i  pr.  Cent  arising  by  the  former 
acts ;  bat  being  general  in  the  reference,  it  may  be  doubtful 
whether  it  repeals  the  Act  of  March  15th,  1784. 

The  duties  arising  by  the  Act  of  Dec.  24, 1785,  are,  as  to  limita- 
tion, the  same  as  the  last  mentioned. 

«  Tiie  duties  of  Tonage  arising  by  the  Act  passed  April  8th,  1786, 
are  without  limitation. 

The  duties  to  be  paid  by  virtue  of  the  Act  passed  March  15, 1787, 
have  the  same  limitation  as  those  of  September  15th,  1785. 

Sow  far  the  above  acts  may  be  superseded  by  the  Impost  Law  of 
the  United  States  passed  ,  is  necessary  to  have  decided  by 

*  See  Col.  Beo.»  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  125.    He  was  appointed. 
Vol.  XI.— 26 
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the  Honorable  Council,  or  to  bave  sucli  directfoos  as  tbej  maj  please 
to  give;  because  it  may  very  materially  affeot  the  commercial  Interest 
of  this  state,  as  all  imposts  arising  are^  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
iTr.ion,  to  pass  into  their  Treasury. 

The  Acts  for  allowing  Drawbacks,  passed  Sepr.  25, 1783— April 
2,  1785,  &  March  15,  1787,  regulate  the  manner,  &o.,  of  obtaining 
them :  considerable  quantities  of  goods  are  now  entitled  to  sach 
Drawbacks,  and  the  many  advantages  such  goods  will  have  over  the 
like  goods  imported  under  the  duties  of  the  Union,  will  no  doubt 
induce  many  to  apply,  and  in  muoh  greater  proportion  than  hereto- 
fore when  duties  were  payable  in  the  separate  States.  A  QuestioQ 
here  naturally  arises  whether  such  should  be  allowed,  and  aa  the 
determination  will  be  of  considerable  consequence,  the  direotiona  of 
your  honorable  board  will  appear  necessary.  .    . 

A  Determination  on  the  following  Questions  will  direct  me  ia  the 
Execution  of  my  Office. 

Whether  the  whole,  or  what  part,  of  our  Impost  Laws,  are  repealed 
by  the  late  Law  of  the  United  States  imposing  Duties  ? 

Whether  Our  Citizens  are  intitled  to  Drawbacks — admitting  that 
our  Import  Laws  are  superseded  by  the  Act  of  the  United  Stales  ?* 

Indorsedj-^Mr,  Delany's  Queries  to  Council  Relative  to  States^ 
imposts,  August,  1789. 


Hon.  Elbridge  Gerbt  to  Sec't  Biddle,  1789. 

New  York,  8d  August,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  to  collect  early  and  authentic  state- 
ments  of  the  imports  and  exports,  with  the  value  thereofj  and  of 
the  number  of  foreign  and  domestic  Vessels,  with  their  respeottTe 
tonnage  annually  entered  and  cleared  in  the  several  States,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  day  of  May  bA 
with  the  inclosures,  and  in  their  behalf,  to  thank  you  for  joai 
attention  to  the  subjects  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servaaii 

B.  eSRRT.* 

Directed^ 

On  public  service. 
The  Honourable  Charles  Diddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Sutt 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVL,  pp,  124,  127, 
t  Sec  page  601, 
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.  Can.  WAtfHiMQtoif  M  Ptaw.  SfinlLiir,  1780: 

Duplicate. 

New  Y^rAngDflt  4tli,  1789. 
Sir,  .  . 

AgreeUij^  4o  the  Resolatioa  «f  CoDgieie  «f  the  &Ui  Jop^  f,  dft 
iBj«^  tb^  boQ9r  te  eneloae  to  jfohf  BjmUabojt  an.  Aot*  to  legi^Iato 
the  CoU^otion  of  the  J)u|4e8  impeetd  by  IiftW  en  the  Topaegepf 
Ships  or  VetBebi  «ad  onGtoedsi  Wiurei^  Aad  Uer«h»iidifee.W2M>rted 
iato  tbo  Waited  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

•    With  due  consideratiou,  * ' 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Obt. 

&  mos^  Humble  Ser/t, 

O*  WA8BINGT0J*. 
His  Ezcellonojf  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Pass.  Washington  to  Pbbs.  Mifflin,  1789. 

Duplicate. 

New  York,  August  4fh;  17891 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  Oongress  of  the  5th  of  June,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  £zceIletioy  an  Act  for  estab- 
Kshing  an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

With  doe  ,ooBf  ideration. 

Year  Ezoellieney'B  most  Obedient 
ft  most  Humble  Serr't, 

Q»  WASHINGTOl*. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 

*  Not  found— See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVT.,  page  127. 
f  See  CoL  Reo.,  Yol.  XVI.,  p.  126. 
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OopT  or  Got.  Rahooxmi's  Lvrrn  to  Gonqrsss,  1789. 

Riobmond,  Aagnst  5th,  1789. 
Sir,  I 

Two  Gkkfs  of  the  Cherokee  netion  of  Indiana  arrived  here  a  few 
days  ago,  accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Bennet  Ballew,  who  has  full  pover 
ft^Dd  a  number  of  Tewne  to  lay  befove  you  their  Orievaiieee  and  to 
make  eome  proposals  which  may  eventually  preserve  harmony  be- 
tween the  Citisens  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  and  periiape 
be  prodnotive  of  oonsiderable  advantagee  to  belli  parties.  It  is  at 
the  partionlar  request  of  these  unfortunate  pei^le  that  I  lutroduoe 
them  to  you. 

They  appear  to  me  to  have  been  much  oppressed ;  should  you  Tiew 
them  in  this  light,  yoar  well  known  regard  to  public  as  well  as  private 
justice,  will  insure  to  them  every  exertion  of  your  power  in  th^ 
behalf.  I  am  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Ballew,  But  I  think  I  owe  it 
to  hhn  to  inform  you  that  he  is  strongly  recommended  to  me  by  the 
Honorable  William  Fleming  as  an  honest,  upriffht,  intelligeiit  s 

I  have  the  Honour,  &c. 
Indartedf — Copy  of  Gov.  Bandolph's  letter  to  Congress. 


PbXS.  MUfLDX  TO  PEIS.  WASHINaTOK,  1789. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  aeknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Ezod> 
lency's  several  Letters  of  the  eight  of  June,  &  the  ninth,  twenty* 
third  and  thirtieth  of  July  last,  enclosing  the  Acts  of  Gongiessy 
undermentioned,  vis. : 

An  Act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  adminbtering  oertaia 
oaths. 

An  Act  for  laying  a  duty  on  Goods,  Wares  and  Mercbandiie 
imported  into  the  United  States. 

An  Act  imposing  duties  on  Tonufige;  and  An  Act  for  establish- 
ing  an  Exeontive  department  to  be  denominated  the  department  of 
Foreign  affairs.    All  which  will  be  transmitted  by  Council  to  the 
Ckoeral  Assembly  at  the  ensuing  Session. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very 

humble  Servant, 
Directed,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN.^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  126. 
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Pees.  Mipilin  to  Pues,  Washinqtow,  1789. 

In  Coanoil,  7  Aagnst,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  bate  tiie  hottor  of  teknowledging  the  Receipt  of  yonr  Ezoel- 
lencj's  Letter  of  Aagast  4,  1789,  eoolosiog  an  act  of  Oongread  to 
regulate  the  Collection  of  the  Duties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage 
of  ships  or  vessels  and  on  goods,  wares  &  merchandises  imported  into 
the  United  States  * 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have 

the  honor  to  be,  Tour  Exceirj 

most  obed.  &  most  h'b  Servt. 


Answieb  07  Judges  on  Colubctok  Delant's  Questions,  1789^ 

Questions  proposed  by  His  Ezoellenoy  the  president,  and  the 
Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  Attorney  Oenenil  of  Pennsylvania.f 

Alrst,  Whether  the  whole,  or  any,  and  what  parts  of  the  Acts  of 
the  State  for  raising  a  revenue  by  imposts  or  duties  on  goods,  wares 
and  Merchandises  imported  ibto  the  said  Stat^  aie  Npealad.or 
ceased  to  have  a  legal  operation  by  the  act  of  Congress  intitled  an 
act  for  laying  a  duty  on  goods^  wares  &  merchandize  imported  into 
the  United  States  7 

Second,  Whether  the  Merchants  or  persons,  who  have  imported 
goods,  wares  and  Merchandise  into  the  said  state  and  duly«  entered, 
the  same  during  the  operation  of  the  State  impost  laws,  can  now  be 
allowed  the  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  by  them  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  upon  their  exporting  the  same  out  of  the  said 
Btate,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  made  by  the  said  acts  of  Assembly  ? 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  conceive  that  all  the  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  of  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as 
they  authorise  or  require  imposts  or  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth  upon  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported 
within  the  said  State,  kave  ceased  to  have  any  legal  operation  or 
binding  foree. 

To  the  second  question^  As  the  authority  and  powers  of  the 
CoUeotor  and  Kaval  officer  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  ceased 
with  respect  to  any  future  act  to  be  done  by  them  as  such,  it  appears 
to  us,  that  no  drawback  or  return  of  the  duties  paid  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  can  be  made  to  the  Merchants  or  persons  who  may  propose 

♦  See  Cot  Bee.,  VoL  XTI.,  p.  127. 

^      t  See  page  597. 
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to  export  the  goods  &o.,  agreeably  to  the  provisipna  made  by  the 
said  acts  of  ABsembly,  within  the  aid  of  the  LegtBlatnre. 

THO.  McKEAN, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
JACOB  RUSH, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Juir. 
•    Fhihd'a,  AagoBt  7, 1789. 


PrES.   MlFlTLIN  TO  COLLBCnOB  DSLANT,   1789. 

•  In  Council,  August  8, 1789. 

Sir, 

The  questions*  proposed  by  you  on  Friday  last,  to  Council  relatiTo 
to  your  Duty  as  State  Collector  for  the  Port  of  Philad'a,  were 
immediately  submitted  to  the  Judses  &  Attorney  Gen'l,  for  their 
opinion;  which  they  .have  accordingly  given  in  writing;  and  which 
X  liite'tire  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  as  coincedent  with  tlie  opinion 
of  Cpunci}  on  the  subjjcct.  ,     .  . 

^With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

yow  ohd't  &  H.  Sv., 
/  XHOHAS  MIFEIiIN. 

'.  Sharp  2)el8ny,  Ihq.,  Collector  of  ImpoBtaw 


I*RE8.  WAonpifaTow  TO  Prbs.  MiCTiiJWrl789, 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia  August  12th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  your  ExceUenej's 
letter,  of  August  1789|  enclosing  An  Act  of  Conmss  settling  ikm 
mccount  between  the  United  States  and  individual  States  paaaed  Um 
^thinstantt 

I  have  the  Hcoor  to  be  with  tke 

Highest  respect  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 

Dtr^cteJf 
His  Sxcelleney  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

*  See  page  597.        Also  €oi.  Bee, -V^).  JiYt,  pp.  124, 127. 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XVt,  p.  f SjL.    , 
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CoMifissioipiRS  ov  Taxes  Northampton  Co.  ix>  Pbs&  T&imjs, 

1789, 

Oeotlemen, 

•Tour  (Jirouhp  Letter  «f  Jalj  2nd,  1789.  was  daly  reo'd.  by  the 
Gommisnoners  of  Northamptoa  Count j,  who  have  given  their  atoMit 
aitentim  to  the  Cbannasids  of  Couikoil  on  Iheeubjeofcof  tkeCoIleetion 
.  ef  Taxea^-^We  liave  Issued  our  Ordera  to  the  Treaenrer  of  the  Goimtj 
raqoiring  him  to  proceed  againat  every  delinquent  Collector  without 
£xoeplion  or  Hiesitationy  and  the  Treasurer  has  reported  that  in 
pursuanee.  ef  this  Requaition  of  the  GommiaioaerBy  be  has  already 
.  wrote  to  (hoae  wlio  are  in  arrears  calling  upon  then)  for  Immediate 
paymant,  and  annonncdng  his  Intention  to  put  the  Ijawa  in  ExecutiQn 
againat  Defaulters,  this  is  all  that  the. act  of  1786|  have  left  in.  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners,  we  hope  that  these  measuiet  pay  effeo« 
tuate  the  wish  of  Council, 

We  havo  further  to  report  that  t1)e  Collection  of  the  Taxes  in  the 
Townships  north  of  the  Rittatinny  Mountain  baa  become  a  matter 
of  Extreme  Diffienlty,  that  the  Colleotors  who  had  made  Seizures 
before  the  year  178C^  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  said  Townships 
had  Petitioned  to  Councill  for  Remedy,  and  whereupon  Council  have 
send  a  letter  to  the  Corn's  dated  Jany.  24th,  1789,  directing  that 
the  prosecution  be  stayed,  which  has  delayed  the  Collection  of  said 
Taxes,  and  now  the  said  Collectors  are  and  have  been  exposeing  the 
Goods  and  Chatties  of  Defaulters  to  sale  agreeably  to  Law  but  with- 
out any  effect;  as  they  cannot  in  one  Instance  find  Bidders — We 
apprehend  this  might  be  remedied  if  the  Goods  distrained  could  law- 
fiiUyi  be  removed,  put  of  the  Townships,  and  we  wish  the  direotten 
of  Council  herein. 

We  would  also  inform  Conncil  that  we  have  proceeded  against 
the  Collectors  of  the  Taxes  in  this  County  from  the  year  1781,  to 
1785,  &  f^nd  that  some  are  totally  lost  as  well  from  the  Collectors 
at  that  time  aptK)ioted  as  from  the  Taxable  persons — this  we  conceive 
was  pwing  to  the  heavy  Taxes  then  laid  &  the  indulgence  given  by 
the  Commissioners  who  where  not  willing  to  distress  the  people. 
We  are  with  due  respect, 

/   Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Serv'ts    * 

JACOB  WEYGA^D. 
SIMON  DREISBACH. 
MICHAEL  SHNYDER. 
.l&iatolil2lih,AQg.  1789. 
Directed^ 

His   Excellency   Thomas   Mifflin   EsquirCi   President,  and  the 
Supream  Executive  Council. 
/iMforaccf— Received  and  read,  August  19tb,  1789. 
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PSBS.   HllTLlN  TO  PrES.   WASHINGTON,  1789. 

In  Gouncily 

Philadelphia,  Angut  14th,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  of  aoknowledging  the  reenpt  of  jov  Excal- 
lenoy's  letter  of  the  11th  instaDt,  enoiosing  the  foUowing  Aets  of 
Oongress,  tib.  :  An  Aet  to  provide  for  the  govemment  of  the 
Territory  North- West  of  the  River  Ohio.  An  Aot  for  the  catab- 
liahment  and  support  of  Light  Honeei,  Beaeona,  Baoja  and  PaUie 
Pien.'i*  An  Aet  to  eetablieh  en  Kzeontive  depaitment  of  War ;  and 
also  the  dnplieate  of  an  Aot  for  settling  the  aeeonntB  betipeen  the 
United  Sutes  and  Jndividoal  States. 
With  the  highest  respeet, 

I  have  the  honor  to  bO;  yonr 

Ezoellcnej's  most  obedient 

and  most  bumble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
JDirectedj 
Ills  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Hilary  Bakir  to  Sbcb't  Biddis— Tavirn  'Ligiroi8,  1789. 

Philad'a,  20th  Angoat.  1788. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  Request  of  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  I  herewith  transmit  a  List  of  the  Inn  and  Tavemkoepen, 
in  Philadelphia  County.f  I  have  to  apologise  for  not  furnishing  this 
List  before  now.  The  former  Order  happened  to  be  aoeidentallj 
put  among  some  other  Papers  and  laid  by;  by  which  meana  it 
escaped  my  memory.  I  hope,  however,  it  is  now  timely  enoa^ 
to  answer  the  intended  Purpoae, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

very  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

HILARY  BAKRR. 
IHrectedf 
Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq'r. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Yol.  XVI.  p.  188. 
f  Not  fotind. 
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Pavfiu  ytawwx  to  Pjub.  WABmnuiufl,  1789. 

In  Oonnoily 

Philadelphia,  Aogost  26th9 1789. 
Sir, 

I  haT6  the  honor  of  tranBmitting  to  yon  to  be  laid  before  the 
Qenl  Assembly  a  letter  from  His  Ez'j.,  the  V.  of  the  U.  8.,  of 
Ang.  24th,  with  an  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unit.  States,  paMed 
Ang.  20th,  1789,  entitled  <'  An  Act  proTiding  for  the  Expenses 
'^  which  may  attend  Negotiations  or  Treaties  with  the  Indian  Tribes, 
<^  and  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  managing  the  same."* 
I  have  the -honor  to  be. 

With  great  Bespeot,  yonr 

most  obedient  and 

most  hnmble  Seryt., 

THOAIAS  MIFFLIN. 
JHreetedf 

Honorable   Riohard    Peters,  Esq'r,  Speaker   of  the    General 
Assembly. 


BxTOBN  or  THx  8d.  Battalion  Militia,  ov  Cumbsrland 
Co.,  1789. 

Betnm  of  the  Captains  and  Snbaltems  of  the  3d  Battallion 
Militia  of  Cumberland  County,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.,  Bober  t 
Cnlbertson,  Esq'r. 

C  Captn.  Bobt.  Qnigley, 
1st  Co.  i  Lieut.  James  McClaue, 
(^  Ensign  Joseph  Shannon. 

C  Captain  Samuel  Finton, 
*  2nd.  Co.  }  Lieut.  James  Bogal, 

(^  Ensign  William  Marshall. 

C  Captain  John  MeGuffin, 
8d.  Co.  ]  Lieut.  William  Willson, 
(Ensign  Wm.  Worth. 

r  Captain  Alex.  Peoples, 

4th.  Co.  -j  Lieut.  Robert  Caldwell, 

i   (  Ensign  James  McCawl. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  141, 142. 
26* 
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f  Oaptafai'  Jameff  Btqwb, 

5th.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  John  McCurdyi 

(  EusigD  Thoxnaa  Johnstone. 


(  Captain  John  Camphle, 

LCo.^r*      ^     • -^ 


6th.  Co.  •<  Lieut.  Conrad  6eemer| 
.  (^Ensign  Jacob  Millison. 
(  Captain  Robert  Lusk, 
7th.  Co.  ■<  Lieut.  James  Stuart, 

(^  Ensign  Brice  John  Stanet. 
'  (  Captain  Samuel  Barr, 
8th.  Co.  -j^Lieut.  David  Simnl, 
(^  Ensign  James  Sharp. 

Agreeably  to  return  made-  to  me  by  Lient.  Col,  Robert  Col- 
bertsoD. 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  Jane;  1789. 

Sir, 

'    Be  pleased  to  forward  the  Commissions  for  the  Cbptaiiia  & 
Subalterns  of  the  3d  Batt'n  Militia  of  Cumb'd  Co.,  agreeaMy  to' 
the  enclosed  list,  which  I  received  this  day  fram  Col.  Culbertaoii. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  respect.  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  Serrt, 

GEO.  GIBSON. 
4th  Jane,  1789. 

(Copy.) 
Dtrectedf 
Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 


GsoEai  Gibson  to  Ssc't  Biddli,  1789. 

Carlisle  21st  Aug'tj  1789. 
Sir, 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  forward  the  Commis'a]  aloded  to  in  the 
above  by  first  conveyance. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

Sir^  Your  HomUe  Bervant, 

GEO.  GIBSON.* 
Directed^ 

Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq. 
Indarsedj 

Read  in  Council  Sept'r4th,  and  Com's  to  issue,  Corn's  dated  May 
Ist^  1789,  made  out  and  ex'd. 

*  Seo  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  149. 
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/     '.  OaIIIEC  HlSiXXEy  Jb.|  TO  EUS:.  MiKKIK  ^        < 

New  7ork.  Aug.  28th.  1789. 

Sir,  :■....■•.;• 

Yesterday  Mr.  Scott  brought  on  the  Subject  of  a  permanent  aect 
of  GeverQioeiity  hemotredaTesedt^tipDthe  ^itfMtafiee  of  wlilch  urith 
the  deUt^  on  it,  U  contained  in  the.enflcNped  pt^t-^We  bad  a 
«)rqwded  QaUory,  but  the  people  here  were  muoh  ala^rmedj  thej  e»- 
i^eeted  it  woold  end  in  tfa^  pveyiona  qoeetiosi^  that  waA  noi  called 
loiy  md  there  was  but  21  votes  foo:  postponing  of  it,  28.  voted  to 
JViake  it  the  Order  of  the  day.  The  bill  for  regulating  theeoiistiAC 
trade  vill  be  finished  vnry  shortly  the  amendments  of  the  S^mrfe  ^ 
it|  were  agreed  to  in  our  House  yesterday. 
I  am  with  the  Highest  Esteem 

your  Excellency's  Humble  Servant         * 

PANL.  HIESTEK,  Jr. 
IHrectedj 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  MifSin  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Brror  in  Waerants  to  German  Lijtbxran  Conqregation,* 
Philadelphia,  1789. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin  tisq.,  Preridenf,  ai^d  the  Suprenre 
Executive  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  teil  Warrants  for  Lands  in  the  new 
purchase  which  were  applied  for  by  Samuel  Maclay  Esq.,  in  behalf 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  Ministers,  Vestryman,  h  Wardens  of  the 
German  Lutheran  Cougregation  in  &  near  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  14tb,  Day  of  February 
last.  Which  Warrants  Mr.  McCIay,  being  desirous  of  having  with 
him  brought  a  Law  to  the  office  (before  the  Laws  were  printed  of 
last  Session)  which  appears  to  be  One  published  for  Consideration 
for  granting  a  Quantity  of  Land  to  the  Ministers,  Elders,  &  Deacons 
of  the  German  Reformed  Congregation  by  which  means  those  War- 
rants were  erroneously  issued  that  Law  not  being  yet  passed^^-I  hum- 
bly request  the  Direction  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  either  for  cancelling 
the  said  Warrants  &  issuing  new  Warrants  or  for  making  such  alter- 
ations in  the  same  or  in  such  other  mode  for  the  rectifying  the  said 
Error  as  may  be  judged  best,  * 

I  am  your  most  obedH  hble.  Servt. 

DAVID  KENNEDY. 
'     Sept.  Erd,  17fe9. 
Indorsed — Representation  of  Gen.  Kennedy,  Secy,  of  the  Land  offio^. 

♦  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  149. 
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Copt  oe  Paoohdihob  at  LAHOAsna,  on  owmaa  Oovbwaga 
Falls,  1789. 

Lancaster,  September  Stii  1789. 

At  a  late  Meeting  of  a  nnmber  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Boroogh  at 
the  Oonrt  Hooeey  The  removal  of  the  ObetractionB  in  the  River 
Snaqnehaonah,  was  particnlarlj  taken  into  Ooneideration.  The 
ttreatest  diffienlty  in  4^e  navigation  of  that  River  arises  from  the 
Oonewaga  Falls.  It  appeared  by  the  repcMrt  of  six  Oentlemen  who 
had  been  appointed  to  view  those  Falls,  that  the  same  might  beooa* 
feniently  eleared  so  as  to  effeot  a  good  navigation  for  boats  of  Bnrthen 
np  and  down  the  River  as  low  as  Wrights  Ferry.  The  advantages 
resulting  to  the  Community  at  Large  and  more  immediatelv  to  the 
Back  Coantry,  from  faoilitating  the  Transportation  of  Frodnoe 
and  Merohandize  of  all  kinds  by  water,  are  too  evident  to  need  any 
ennmeration ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  by  the  Meeting,  that  a  8a]>- 
scription  should  immediately  be  opened,  and  that  the  Monies  arising 
therefrom  should  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  sueh  Persons  as  s^y 
hereafter  be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  Permit  us  to  solicit  jour 
Go-operation  in  this  Work,  if  the  measure  strikes  your  Judgment  in 
the  same  light  with  ourselves ;  it  appeared  to  us  an  object  of  Mag<^ 
nitude  and  Public  utility.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  believing  that 
Considerable  sums  of  Money  will  be  ohearfuUy  subsoribed,  as  well 
in  Philadelphia  as  in  many  other  Parts  of  the  Country  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Navigation  of  Susquehanna  as  far  as  Wiighte 
Ferry.  The  Lesser  Falls  as  Berrys,  Hunters,  &c.,  might  be  clemd 
at  an  inconsiderable  ezpence. 

The  first  step  to  be  pursued  is  the  fixing  on  men  of  Integrity 
and  activity  to  collect  Subscriptions  in  different  Parts  of  the  Country. 
On  this  Head  we  must  beg  your  Sentiments  and  those  of  yoor 
Neighbourhood  who  are  desirous  of  Promoting  this  Uudertaking. 
The  appointment  of  proper  Characters  to  superintend  the  expendi* 
ture  of  the  Momey  collected  is  of  Considerable  consequenoe,  a  pro- 

g»  system  must  be  adopted,  formed  on  fiill  reflection  and  a  free 
ommunioation  of  opinions,  aided  by  the  advice  of  persons  intelligent 
in  Matters  of  this  Nature.  To  begin  right  is  the  most  prolnble 
Mode  of  insuring  success  to  the  undertaking.  We  would  dterefore 
Yenture  to  propose  in  the  first  Instance  that  a  conference  should  be 
held,  to  meet  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Arch'd  McAllister  in  Paxton 
Township,  Dauphin  Couqiy,  to  meet  Persons  appointed  from  thta 
Borough,  on  Monday,  the  19th  Day  of  October  next,  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  You  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  on  thai 
Day,  that  this  important  Subject  may  fullv  be  deliberated  on. 

It  is  at  the  same  time  our  opinion  and  request,  that  you  should 
'  call  a  Meeting  in  your  Neighbourhood  in  order  to  form  some  Idea 
'of  the  Subscriptions  we  may  have  a  right  to  expect    If  this  ia  done 
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it  will  enable  ne  to  Judge  firom  all  qnarters  up  the  Susqneliaiiiiay 
Janiata,  fto.  How  mnoh  the  amonat  of  our  SabscriptioDs  may  be 
and  what  we  may  depend  upon ;  it  is  also  our  Idea  that  the  laieing 
of  money  by  sabscription  in  many  parts  of  the  Country  will  be 
attended  with  great  difficulty  as  Cash  is  so  very  soaree,  therefore  if 
the  subsoription  is  opened  for  Money,  Wheat^  Eye,  Indian  Com  & 
Boards,  and  care  taken  to  have  duly  Collected  what  may  be  sub- 
scribed and  be  delivered  in  Proper  Stores  to  receive  the  same,  it 
will  not  fall  so  hard  on  the  people  at  Large,  and  they  will  subscribe 
with  more  Cheerfulness  and  liberality.  When  there  iini  quantity  of 
Produce  Collected  worth  sending  down  the  Biver  th^same  may  be 
forwarded  to  such  Persons  as  shall  be  hereafter  appointed  to  receive 
the  samCi  and  be  diftpoeed  of  to  the  beat  advantage,  and  the  monies 
arising  from  such  sales  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurer  who 
IB  to  b9  appointed  at  our  general  meeting. 
'    With  much  req)eot  we  are 

Sir;  your  most  obedient  and 

very  Humble  Servants^ 
Seb.  Graff;  John  Hubley, 

Jaoob  Erugh;  Paul  Zantainger, 

John  Miller,  Adam  Beigwt . 

Jasper  Yeates> 


A  list  of  letters  sent  to  the  following  ^^ntlemen  for  the  purpose  of 
Opening  the  Gonewago  Falls,  &c.,  m  the  river  of  Susquefianna 
by  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  cho^en  for  that  Purpose,  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster;  August  17th;  1789. 

LWOA0TEB  GOUXTT. 

m]? J  Thosf  Boude,  }  H«™Pfi<^W  Township. 

Bertram  Oallneath;  -      \ 

Alex'r  Lowry,  Esq ;        v  Donegal  Township. 

John  HaldemaU;  j 

Dauphin  County.  < 

Aroh'd  McAlister;  Pazton  Todkhip. 

Martin  Weaver,  Esq.,         Upper  Paxton  Do. 

NOBTHUKBXRLAND  COUNTT. 

John  White;  Esqr.;  1  Maghanoy. 

Sam'l  Wiser,  Bsqr.;  J         Do. 
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^  Allof  PtDAs&MiddleGi«ek  Yallej. 


Of  th«  Town  of  Sonbeny. 


Anthony  Seely,  Eaqr., 
Simon  ftiyder,  Esqr., 
Bobert  Barber, 
And'w  Sfcroub, 
And'w  Gregg, 
Albright  Swinofort, 

Charles  Smith,  E^r., 
Martin  Withington,  Esqr., 
GhriBt'nQettigyEaqr., 
Wm.  TiWbon,  Esqr., 

Isaiah  HainB,         ^ 

Maj'r  Boyd,  [•  Of  the  Town  of  NorihnmberkBd. 

James  Hepburn,    j 

Genu  James  Potter,  1  Mahoning. 

Wm.  Montgomery,  Esq.,     j  «*«w«i«5. 

I  Of  Bnffolo  Township. 

Of  White  Deer  Township. 
Of  Tarbet  Do. 

Of  Mnneey  Do. 

Of  Bald  Eagle       Do. 
Of  Wyoming         Do. 


Sam'l  McOlay,  Esqr.^ 
Wm.  Irwine,  Esqr., 
Walter  Clark,  Esqr., 
John  Lytle, . 
Bobert  Bebb,  Esqr., 
Rob't  Fleming,  Esqr., 
Eyan  Evans,  Esqr., 


On  the  Biysb  of  Juniatta. 


John  Harris,  Esqr., 
Thomas  Wibon, 
John  Steward,  Esqr., 
Wm.  Brown,  Esqr., 
John  Oliver,  fiiaqr., 
Geo.  Patterson, 
David  Bole,  Esqr., 
David  Miller, 
Genl.  Watt, 


In  Fermangh  Township. 
In  TnseanM  Valley. 

Do.        Do. 
Kisheoaeolas  Valley. 
In  Derry  Township. 
In  Femanaugh     Do. 
In  Greenwood       Do. 
At  the  Ferry  at  Fermanangb. 
In  Rye  Township. 


HuNTmaTON  Countt. 


Benj'n  Elliot,  Esqr., 
David  McMattr3# 
John  Cannon  Esqr., 
Robert  Galbreatb,  Esqr., 
David  Steward,  Esqr., 
William  Phillips, 
Capt.  Jno.  Holliday, 


I  In  the  Town  of  Huntingdon. 


Near  Huntingdon. 
Shirly  Township. 
Tyrone         Do. 
Woodbury    Do. 
Franks  Town  Do. 
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BsTWXSN  CAXLiBm  k  SuaNQ'A^  Gumb'd  Cottntt. 

And'w  Oalbreath  On  Conedeguinet. 

Mafr  Alex'r  Parker,  Da 

James  R.  Beed^  Esqr.j  Bo. 

Wm.  Ghaofibera)  Eaqr.,         Near  Carlisle, 
AdaL^Wet"!' ^'^    }  Near  Yellow  Britches. 


.     .  Pu8;  WAfiHiRGioir  xo  Pess.  Mumir,  VlSfk    . 

. '  ,     ' :  .   ,  United  States,  September  7th,  1789. 

Sir,  .     •  . 

I  do  myself  tbf  honor  ia  iranenufe  to  your  EzeeHenej  an  Aet  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department — ^An  Act  for  rc^stecing  and  ofeat- 
ing  Vessels,  regulating  the  ooasting  trade,  and  for  other  purposes-^ 
and  likewise  the  duplicate  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  for  oafrytiig 
into  effect  a  survey  directed  to  be  made  by  an  act  ol  the  ]«te.C<l^rett 
— and  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a 
proper  person  to  complete  the  same*  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  due  consideration  your 

Excellency's  most  obedH  Servant 

Q».  WASHINGTON.  « 
Dtrectedj 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflia.    • 


SUPKBVISORS  or  SoUTHWARK-^-PBIIiABXZiPHXA^BXGinJkllOH  or 

Water  Courses,  1789. 

To  His  Exoellenoy  the  President*  and  the  Supreme  Jlzeetttiye 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  reqvest  of  Uie  Supervisors  of  Uie  dti^ot  of  South wark  Hum- 
bly ShewetJi. 

That  a  Regulation  of  the  desettt  of  the  water  Courses,  And  bounds 
of  the  Streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  the  same  are  become  highly 
Needful  for  the  further  improvemopts  of  the  said  district. 

We  therefore  pray  to  have  the  use  of  one  of  the  drafts  of  sd.  dis- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  154. 
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triot  mide  by  Mr.  Hills  (ai  ihe^  oo«t  of  sd.  district)  and  the  lone  of 
the  State  LeTelling  Instrument  for  the  pnrpoaea  aftresaid.  Whioh 
if  ffranted  will  be  Gratefully  acknowledged  and  perticular  care  taken 

Your  Hon'rs  Humble  Servants 

SAM'L.  CHURCH, 
WILL'M  JtfcMULLIN, 
JOHN  CORNISH. 
Seventh  of  Septr.  1789. 


Anbbiw  Bixjeoost  to  Pbes.  HhwwLox^EBXBf  1789. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  11th,  1788. 
Sir, 

In  ezeenting  the  Survey  to  be  made  on  Lake  Erie,  I  shall  stand 
in  need  of  two  Surveying  Instruments,  and  a  small  Quadrant,  the 
property  of  this  Commonwealth:  If  they  should  not  be  otherwise 
enga|^d,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  l&vour  to  have  the  loan  of 
Iheii^  on  the  above  occasion. 
*  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  Hb'l  Servt., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT.t 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  The  Preddentj  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeattve 
Council;  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  CoNaasss— Sufpo&t  or  Pubiio  Cbedit,  17S9. 

In  the  House  of  Representivee  of  the  United  States. 

Monday  the  21st  of  September,  1789. 

The  Howe  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  which  lay  on  the 
table  from  the  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  aad 
petition  of  the  public  Creditors  of  Pennsylvania :  Wherewpon, 

Resolved,  that  this  House  Consider  an  adequate  provision  for  the 
aopport  of  the  public  credit,  as  a  matter  of  high  importanee  to  ll« 
national  honor  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  that  the  Secrctaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  diraoled  to 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVT.,  p.  164. 
t  See  GoL  Rec,,  Vol,  XYI.,  p.  161. 
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I  prepare  a  plan  for  that  purpose^  and  to  report  the  same  to  this  House 

i  at  its  next  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 
JOHN  BBCKLBY,* 

Clerk. 


RESOLUTION  OF  CoNGB»88-=-PUBIiI0  DeBTB  OP  STATES,  1789. 

In  the  Honse  of  Repres^tatiyes  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  the  2l8t  of  September^  1789. 

Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  Sapreme  Executives  of  the  several  States,  for  statements  of 
their  public  debts ;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment  in  whole, 
or  in  part  of  the  principal  and  interest  thereof,  apd  of  the  amount 
of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or  other  public  securities  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  State  Treasurys  respectively :  and  that  he 
report  to  the  House  sbch  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtain^ 
at  the  next  Session  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

WILLIAM  LAMBERT,  for 
JOHN  BECKLEY, 

Clerk. 


Petition  op  Univeesitt  o?  Pennsylvania  foe  use  of 
State  House  Bell,  1789. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly. 

The  Petition  of  the  FaeuUy  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
humbly  aheweth. 

That  the  students  of  the  University  now  meet,  for  their  Instruo- 
tion,  in  the  Philosophical  Hall,  near  the  State-House,  where  the 
Institution  is  not  yet  provided  with  a  Bell  for  Collectiug  them 
together  at  the  stated  hours  of  their  Studies.  That  it  would  greatly 
promote  |the  important  designs  of  that  Seminary,  which  owes  its 
erection  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enable  us  better  to 
answer  the  public  expectation,  in  the  Regularity,  Order,  &  puno- 

*  Bee  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XV.,  p.  167. 
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tuali^  of  the  Studeat's  attendance  and  consequently  ia  their  pro- 
gress in  Useful  Literature,  to  be  allowed  the  liberty  of  ringing  the 
State  House  Bell,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  in  the  summeri  &  at  nine 
in  the  Winter,  and  nt  two  in  the  afteraoon  in  both ;  which  We 
apprehenii  will  not  interfere^  with  the  usual  Hours  of  its  Ringing 
for  the  meeting  of  Hke  Assembly^ 

That  in  the  Recess  of  the  Assembly,  we  had  applied  to  the  Sapreme 
Executive  Council,  who  cheerfully  granted  us  this  privilege  until 
you  should  meet,  and  either  revolre  or  continue  the  same. 

We  therefore  humbly  request  your  Honorable  House,  thai  you 
wouh)  be  pleased  to  continue  the  grant  of  this  Privilege,  which  we 
find  to  be  so  highly  advantageous  and  necessary  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Institution;  and,  as  we  appreheDd^  in  no  manlier  prejudicisLl  lo 
the  Public  Business;  and  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall 
ev.tr  pmyiAo. 

.Signed  in  the  name  of  the  Faonlty,  by 

JOHN  EWINQ,* 

September  18th,  1789. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indonedf 

Read  in  Council,  September  25th,  1789 ;  and  permission  gcanted 
to  ring  the  State  house  Bell  after  the  present  Sessions  of  Anembly 
oloses. 


RisoLunoN  ov  Assembly  ti7  patour  of  Univebsitt,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsyjvanis,  In  General  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  September  23,  1789,  A.  M. 

The  petition  of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
read  September  19,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  transmitted  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Goancil 
to  take  order  thereon. 

Jktniot  finm  the  Minutes, 

J.  8HALLU8, 
Asst  Clk. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVL,  pp.  98,  170. 


FISNN8TI.VANIA  ABCHIVS6  17»,  (116 

Pmb.  WASHiNamw  to  Pais.  Mhiun,  1780. 

United  States  Sept.  2l8t,  1789. 
Sir, 

t  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Exoellenoj  An  Aot  for  estab- 
lishing the  Salaries  of  the  Ezeoutive  Officers  of  Ooyemment,  with 
their  assistants  and  Clerks-^ An  Act  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  Acts,  Records  and  Seal  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes — and  An  Aot  to  suspend  part  of  an  Aot  entitled  ^<  An  Aot 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  imposed  hy  Law  on  the  Ton- 
nage of  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  on  Ooods,  Wares,  and  Merchandizes 
Imported  into  the  United  States/'  and  for  other  purposes.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  doe  oonsideratiion  yoar 

-Bxoell^noy's  most  Obed't  Setvairt 

G-.WASHINaTON. 
Directed f  . 
iSis  Bzoellency  Thomas  Mifflin. 


^   Andrew  Ellioott  to  Pres.  HiiniK— Erie^  1789. 

Philadelphia  Sept.  22nd9 1789. 
Sit,  ...    ' 

As  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  by  its  purchase  of  the  United  States, 
of  a  Tract  of  Country  lying  on  the  South  side  of  Lake  Erie^  has  be- 
came interested  in  the  Execution  of  the  survey,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  Quantity  of  Land,  I  would  therefore  just  suggest  the  Idea  of 
some  person  being  authorized  to  attend  on  behalf  of  tiie  State.-*! 
shall  leave  this  City  about  the  last  of  this  week,  and  proceed  to  Niag- 
ara in  order  to  execute  my  commission  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Exoellecy's  Humble  Servant 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 
DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  ThcMtnai  Mifflin  Eeq./ 

-         *  See  CdL  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  167. 


616  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1789. 

Pbbs.  Mifflin  to  Prxs.  Washikoton,  1789. 

In  CouDcily 
Philadelphia^  September  23rd^  1789, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  Ezoellencj's 
letter  of  the  2l8t;  instant  inclosing  the  Acts  of  Congress  under  men- 
tioned VIZ.  • 

An  Act  for  Establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Executive  officers  of 
Government,  with  their  assistants  and  Clerks — An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  Safe  keeping  of  the  Acts,  Records,  and  Seal  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes — And  An  Act  to  suspend  part  of  An 
Act  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  the  duties  impoeed 
by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  and  Vessels  acnd  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandises  iioported  into  the  United  States/'  and  fcHr  other 
purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the,  &o.| 

THOMAS  MIPFUN. 


BiBOLunoN  OF  GoNaassa — Amendioents  to  Cohbtii'utioh, 

1789. 

Congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives! 

Thursday^  the  24th  of  September,  1789. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tk 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Execotives  d 
the  several  States  which  have  ratified  the  Constitution,  copies  of  the 
Amendments  proposed  by  Congress  to  be  added  thereto ;  and  like 
Copies  to  the  Executives  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island  and  North 
Carolina. 

Attest,  JOHN  BECKLB7,  Cktk. 


United  States  of  Amerka. 

In  Senate^  September  the  26th^  1789. 
Resolved,  that  the  Senate  do  oonour  in  the  Resolution. 

Attest,  SAM.  A.  OTIS,  Seo'j. 

♦  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  167. 
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BXPOBT  OF  CloyMXTTXfi  ON  BBPAIBS  07  MUP  ISLANB;  1789. 

ThQ  Committee  api^hted  torepovt  the  beat  mode  of  repeiring  tlio 
Banks  of  Mud  lB)aQd,  tieport.  That  (bey  bare  caused  aD  aoourate 
sarvey  of  tbe  said  Banks  to  be  made,  upon  wbich  tbeiy  have  Esti- 
mated the  Ezpenees  of  repairing  tbe  same,  agreeable  to  tbe  moat^ 
approved  metbod  now  used — tbat  is,  to  face  tbe  most  exposed  parte 
OT  tbe  Bank  with  good  stone,  and  raise  them  so  high  as  to  be  above 
any  tide  or  f^h  that  may  reasonably  be  etpeoted.  The  draft  and 
Bstimateis  herewith  submitted.  Tour  Committee  would  also  observci 
tbat  they  have  oonferred  with  a  Oommittce  of  tbe  Legislature,  who 
Were  of  opinion  tbat  it  will  be  difficult  to  raise  the  money  requisite 
to  defray  tbe  ezpeno^  of  repairing  the  banks  of  said  Island,  and  that 
H  would  probably  be  best  to  let  them  remain  as  they  are  for  tbe 
present. 


Estimate  of  tbe  probable  ezpenoe  of  Compleatly  repairing  tbe  whole 
of  the  Banks  of  Mud  Island^  exolusive  of  that  part  already 
repaired. 

From  the  S.  E.  Angle  of  tho  fort  to  tbe  Brick  Chimney, 
18  55  perches ;  so  far  as  this  it  is  proposed  to  face  with 
stone,  which,  allowing  6  perch  of  stone  to  one  perch  of 
baftk,  will  am't  to  830  perches  @  6s.  £99  00 

Laying  of  330  perches  of  stone,  Is.  Sd.        \  .  27  10 

165  perches  of  mud,  tbat  is  8  perches  of  mud  to  one 

perch  of  Bank,  including  all  expences,  @  15«.  .  123  15 

Note — a  perch  of  mud  is  4  feet  in  height,  6  feet  wide^ 

and  16j^  feet  in  length. 

Froai  tbe  Bride  CUmney  to  the  N.  W.  Corner  of  tbe 

Bank,  is  118  perches.  It  is  supposed  tbat  two  perch  of 
innd  to  every  perch  of  Bank  will  put  this  in  sufficient  re- 
pair without  stone ;  therefore  236  perch  of  mud  @  15»  is    177  00 

From  tbe  N.  W.  Comer  of  tbe  Bank  to  the  S.  W.  Angle 
of  tbe  fort,  is  108  perch.  As  a  great  part  of  this  Bank 
aeoms  to  want  but  little  repair,  it  b  supposed  half  a  perch  of 
aaad  to  a  perch  of  bank  will  be  sufficient.  This  will 
amoont  to  54  parohea  of  mod  @  15s.  .  •  42  00 

£46^05 
15r.  %l  perch  for  mud,  is  meant  to  inelude  the  expenoe  of  an 

•Teraeer. 

Jmionedf 

Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Mud  Island — read  Septr.  25,  '89. 
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PannoN  op  Robbt  Lollbbj  1T89. 

Toli&i  Baeeellenoy  tlie  President,  aod  the  'Honorable  the  Memben 
of  €he  Supreme  Ezectttive  GoetDCil  of  the  Cbmmonwealth  of 
■  Penttsylvaaia. 
Gentlemen: 

Afi  it  is  Casiom&rj  for  the  Conveniezic^y  of  the  lobabifcuiip  of  the 
aeveral  Counties  within  thia  State  to  mjxt  a  CommiBskm  of  the 
Pleas  to  the  Begister  of  Wills  and  Beoorder  of  Deeds  in  eaoh  Go«Biji 
I  take  this  method  of  Soliciting  jour  Honora  to  giant  me  &  Cooi* 
mission  of  the  pleat  for  the  Connty  of  Montgoimerji  to  enable  me  te 
transact  the  business  appertaining  to  the  said  offices  in  tbe  aame 
manner  as  is  Onstomary  in  the  other  Coantiea  in  this  State ;  And 
should  your  Honorable  Board  see  fit  to  Comply  with  my  requeat,  mj 
best  endeatours  shall  be  exerted  to  act  worthy  of  such  appoinlme&t* 
I  remain,  Qflntlemen, 

your  most  obedient,  Humble  SerTt., 
ROBEBT  LOLLEK, 
Begr.  k  Becorder  for  Montgomery  Connlj. 
Septem'r.  25th,  1789. 


'  OpmioN  OF  W.  Bbadfobd,  Jr.— -Hsalts  Oivzom's  Fsn 

1789. 

September^G,  1789. 
Sir, 

Having  considered  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  fees  payable  to 
the  Health  Officer,  I  am  of  opinion.  That  under  the  act  prerenting 
poor  and  impotent  persons  being  brought  into  thia  State,  be  ia  enti- 
tled to  the  sum  of  nine  pence,  head  money,  for  every  passenger 
arriving  in  this  port  in  any  Vessel ;  and  is  also,  by  virtue  of  a  auh- 
^uent  act,  to  receive  the  further  sum  of  6c/.  on  the  same  acooon^ 
for  the  Use  of  the  Hospital.  But  bis  fee  of  twenty  shillinga,  for 
visiting  a  Vessel  and  discharging  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  act  for 
preventing  infbctious  diseaaee,  (and  wbich  is  properly  the  health 
officer's  fee)  I  apprehend  ia  payable  only  by  vessels  of  the  three 
following  deecriptions,  via. :  1st,  Those  which,  at  the  timo  of  their 
departure  for  this  port,  had  on  board  more  than  forty  passengers  ec 
servants.  2d,  Those  which  have  on  board  any  person  with  an  infee- 
tiouB  disease.  8d,  Those  which  come  from  any  aiokly  port  or  place. 
Yesaels  of  these  descriptions  adone  are  the  ofcgecfa  of  the  last  aa^^ 
tioned  act,  &  are  alone  liable  to  be  charged  for  the  visits  of  tfai 
health  officer.     Other  vessels  are  liable  only  to  the  head  laoifte; 

♦  He  was  appointed. 
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before  mentionod  in  case  ffaey  h%ve  any  passenger  or  passengers  on 

board.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir^ 

Your  most  Obe^.  serr., 
i  W.  BRADFOBD,  Jtiii.* 

I       Dtrectedj         \ 

Honb.  a.  Boss^  Esq. 


LnUTENANT   Of   LT7ZERNS  Co.  TO  N.   DSNISON — ^MlLtTIA  LAWS 

1789. 

Wilkflbarre,  September  28th,  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  would  by  this  inform  Council  how  the  late  act  made  with  respect 
to  the  Militia  opperates  in  this  County. — ^This  law  appointing  the 
Commissioners  of  the  County  a  Board  of  appeals,  seems  not  to  answer 
any  valuable  e£feet. — The  officers  of  the  respective  Companies  with 
punctuality  and  attention,  under  oath  make  their  Returns  of  the 
Delinquents.  The  Comnrissioners  not  under  the  same  Obligation  grant 
relief  to  whom  they  please.— ^Enclosed  is  a  Certificate  of  the  Commis- 
sioners declaring  if  the. law  thus  opperates,  few  or  no  men  will  stand 
in  the  ranks. — There  are  a  number  in  the  enclosed'list  who  answered 
to  their  names  on  the  last  review  day,  after  which,  immediately  left 
the  field,  their  officers  returned  them  aii  deIinqiient8.*^Upoa an  appeal 
the  Commissioners  excused  them  (one  of  the.  Commissioners  being 
id  the  same  8ituatioD)A  number  of.  others  in  the  list  never  applied 
to  the  Commissioners  either  by  themselves  or  Attorney,  and  a  number 
of  Others  to  whom  Certificates  are  given  were  returned  as  Delinquent 
on  review  days,  which  occurred  long  before  the  existance  of  the  Com- 
nieaipaeri  as  a  bopird  of  appeals. — The  Commissioners  wish  light  cA 
the  subject. — If  they  have  proceeded  according  to  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  Legislature. — I  think  the  law  in  its  opperation  will 
Dot  be  so  advantageous  in  keeping  up  good  regulations  among  the 
MilHia  as  might  be  wished. 

Enclosed  also  is  the  return  of  Company  Officers  elected  for  the 
8th  Company,  in  Communicating  the  Subslanoe  of  this  to  Couneil; 
together  with  return,  you  will  oblige. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  Obedient 

1  and  very  humble  Servant 

ZEBN.  BUTLER. 

N.  B.  Company  Returns  not  Ready — ^aa  I  Expected. 

Z.  BUTLER. 
I?ifectedf  , 

The  Honorable  Nathan  Denison  Esq.;  In  Council,  ^Philadelphia. 

»  flee  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  188,  142,  147,  161,  168,  170,  171,  172 
173,174. 
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Wo  tbe  Sabsoribers  acoordiag  to  the  power  in  U0  Tested  do  beveby 
excuse  &  discharge  the  foUowiDg  persons  from  all  fines  incurred  before 
this  day,  for  not  attending  aooording  to  law  on  training  or  muatet 
daye  Yiz» 

Robert  Falkner,  Philemon  Bidlaek; 

Josiafa  Keliogg,  John  Lamfier, 

Ira  &  Eli  Manvil,  Benjamin  Raser, 

Stephen  Dodd,  David  Boys, 

Thomas  Allington,  Henry  Tattle, 

£dward  Walker,  Joseph  Tyler, 

Samuel  Bennet,  Isaac  Underwood, 

Aaron  Perkins,  Daniel  Pierce, 

Elisha  Mattison,  ABabel  Fish, 

John  Coon,  Josiah  Kellogg, 

Israel  Underwood,  Thomas  &  Jonathan  Stepbeas, 

Elisha  Harvey,  Thomas  Tabba, 

John  Leonard,  Samuel  Ives, 

Saml  &  John  Allen,  John  Biggelow, 

Nathan  Parish,  Jason  Horton, 

Doct.  Charles  W.  Adams,  (one    William  Horlbut, 

'  fine  only.)  John  Wort, 

Samuel  Hover,  James  Landon, 

Ebenezer  Parish,  Isaac  Parker, 

Jacob  Scott,  Elijah  Harris. 

Witness  oar  hands  this  25  day  of  Jone  A.  D.  1789. 

»  CHRISTOPHER  HURLBUT.  1   n •    . 

SAML.ALLIN.  f   Commisaioneis. 


Beoommsndation  of  John  Adlum  to  kxaminb  Susquxhaknah 
RiVBB,  1789. 

We  the  Subscribers  believe  the  bearer,  John  Adlum  to  bo  a 
person  well  qualified  to  execute  the  business  of  a  Commissioner  for 
examining  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Snsquehanah,  and  tbereifiire 
beg.  leave  to  recommend  him  to  his  Exoellenoy  the  President,  aad 
the  Hon'ble  the  members  of  The  Supreme  Executive  GounoU  for 
that  appointment  under  the  late  Act  of  General  Assembly. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
BENJ'N  RUSH, 
WM.  MACLAY, 
THOS.  HARTLEY, 
As  a  person  I  believe  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  servioe  above- 
mentioned,  the  said  John  Adlum  is  recommended  by 

HENRY  DRINKER, 
RICHARD  WELLS.* 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  178, 179,  181. 


HENNBTLYiAJOA  ABaHnTBB  1T89*  m 

Wai>  Depautment  to  PREgf.  MimiN— Defence  of  Wbsteek 
*  TEaRiTORY,  1789. 

War  Office  of  the  United  States.  October  6th.  1789. 
Sir, 

•  I  am  directed  hj  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  transmit 
to  jpqr  JExoellencj  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  Law  enacted  by  the 
Congress  on  the  29th  day  of  September  last;  and  I  am  further 
directed,  Sir,  to  inform  yon  that  the  state  of  intelligence  from  the 
frontiefa  has  rendered  it  expedient  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  instruct  provisionally  the  Governor  of  the  Western 
Territory,  to  call  forth  the  Militia  of  the  nearest  Counties  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  from  the  hostile  incursions 
of  the  Indians^  limiting  the  Militia  to  be  so  called  forth  to  oo« 
thousand  from  Yirgiuia  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  said  Militia  while  in  actual  service  are  to  receive  the  same 
pay  and  rations  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States^  provided  that  no 
charge  for  pay  be  admitted  as  valid,  unless  the  Militia  shall  be 
mnstered  by  an  officer  of  the  said  troops^  to  be  appointed  by  the 
ooB^manding  officer  thereof. 

It  is  expected  tbe.Militia  will  be  armed  and  accoutred  at  their 
own  expence,  bnt  to  be  furnished  with  ammunition  if  necessary  bj 
Uie  United  States. 

Your  ExoeUenoy  will  make  such  use  of  this  information  as  you 
shall  judce  properdin  order  to  facilitate  such  orders  as  the  Governor 
of  the  Western  Territory  may  find  it  neoeasary  to  issne. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

With  great  Respect, 

.    Your  Excellency's  most  • 

Obed't  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX,* 
Secretary  for  the  department  of  War. 
Dirteted, 

His  Bxoellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Preddeni  of  Peuisylvaaia. 


Eociract  of  an  Act  to  recognize  and  adapt  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  tJnited  Stater  the  establishment  of  the  troops  raised  under  the 
TMolves  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  passed  the  29th  Septemb'r,  1789. 

'<  Section  5th.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  from 

♦  S^  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  Xn.f  pp.  188, 189. 
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the  hostile  inotinions  of  the  lodiana^  The  President  is  Jierehf 
f^uthorized  to  call  into  service  from  lime  to  time,  such  part  of  the 
Militia  of  the  States  respectively  as  he  may  jadge  neoessarj  for  the 
purpose- aforiMMMd,  and  that  their  pay  and  sabsistenoe  while  in  Mrrioe 
be  the  same  as  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  troops  aboTemen- 
tioned."   * 

^<  Section  6th.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Adt  shall 
continue,  and  be  in  force  nntil  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Oos- 
^esS|  and  no  longer/'  , 

A  true  Copy. 

H.  KNDX. 


Comm'r$  to  Examine  Rivbr  Dela^vabe — ^to  Pres.  HiFFLiir 

1789. 

Vo  the  Supreme  Executive  Oouncil,  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  P^nn* 
sylrania. 

The  Ooqimissioner^  appointed  to  review  the  River  Delaware,  bftTng 
in  this  service  to  pass  a  great  distance  beyond  where  inhabitants  are 
settled  near  the  River,  capable  of  affording  them  any  aesistanoe,  are 
nnder  a  necessity  of  requestiog  fhat  Council  will  please  to  order  tbt 
Commissary  of  Military  stores,  to  supply  them  wfth  the  following 
articles,  which  the  Commissioners  conceive  will  be  highlj  neoessary 
at  this  advanced  season  of  the  year. 

A  Horseman's  tent  &  1  smaller  tent, 

A  boat  cover  for  proyisions, 

6  Blankets  for  the  Boatmen, 

8  Camp  Kettles, 

8  Titx  Cups  &  2  Mugs, . 
''  1  Frying-pan, 

2  Axes,  1  Hatchet,  2  Gimblets  &  31b  of  nails, 

•    Cord  fbr  lashing,  . 

2  Mnskets, 

4fb  of  Oun-powder, 

8Ib  of  Lead, 

Sfb  Shot, 

Tinderboz,  Flints  &  Steel,  &  2  Yalices. 

And  they  request  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  advanoe  A&ev 
the  sum  of  ninety  pounds. 

T.  MATLACK, 
READING  HOWELL, 
W.  DEAN.* 

Philadelphia;  Ootob'r  6,  1789, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  186.      . . '    ^     / 


AiPUOAiiotf  t(m  AN  IfiOiAiTD  »  AUMHAmr  BmSy  1789. 

Pittsbargh,  October  ISth,  1789. 
DettStr, 

t  pfreseoted  a  Petition  to  Cocincfl  before  I  left  the  CH^y  in  Juljf 
hftt,  from  Wm.  Owen  a  poor  man  who  liveft  on  an  Island  in  the^ 
Allegany  Rtter  abont  80  miles  from  this  place,  who  baa  made  con* 
nderable  improvements,  and  desires  the  Conntenanee  of  Oonnc^  ill 
having  a  preferance  granted  him  in  the  purchase. 

Yon  WHl  particularly  obliger  me,  in  informing  the  ftrst  good  op* 
pertnnity  if  Council  has  done  any  respecthig  this  petition,  or  fnade 
any  disposition  in  the  sale  of  it,  as  this  Poor  man  depends  on  me  to 
asrfst  him  in  getdog  this  information,  I  shall  thank  yon  ft>r  yon^ 
attention. 

John  Wilkimt,  Esq'r,  the  member  for  this  Ocunty  wiB  aAsM  ill 
bringing  it  forward  if  nothing  is  yet  done  in  it. 
I  lemaio  D^r  Sir, 

joor  moat  hum.  Serr't, 

WM-  TUftNBUUL    . 
Ptrteiedf 

To  James  Trimble,  Esquire,  Assistant  Secretary  to  Oouncfiy 
Philadelphia. 


John  Sxllirs  to  P&ss.  Mifflin — ^Resignation,  iV89.  ' 

PhUad'a,  Oct'r  i74b>  .1789. 

Bespeoted  Friends, 

Finding  it  impossible  to  attend  the  business  to<.  Which  you  have 
honored  me  with  an  appointment,  in  your  Commission  for  examining 
the  waters  of  Schuylkill,  &o.,  I  b'eg  have  to  resign  it  to  some  other 
person.* 

I  ain^witb  the  fcoatesi  respect 

your  assur'd  friend, 

JOHN  SELLERS. 
The  Hon'ble  Executiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjly'a.     r*  ' 
'lHr€cted,\  '  '^  ^  , 

'    To  the  Hon'ble  George  HosSj^  EsqV,  Vice-!Prefi!dent  oi  the  Skte 
of  Pennsylvania.^ 

•  RMigned,  aad  B.  Kltfcoboa8«  appirfnted  inblft  ytiae.  Cob  JM.^  VdL 
Xn^t»AlM^Hi«spa|i9^«rthift  .-;;/.     J.J 


.     .Jamw  fi&ip^N  TO  Smfx  BjDDjJBr^Jao^Bfaf  1789U 

Pittsburgh,  October  19th,  1789. 
Sir, 

M  Qd  the  tuelfth  of  jitcn^  last  {  raceired  an  order  of  Govaoil  dated 
Jape.  26t}i,  requiring  ido  to,  transmit  to  your  office  a  correct  list  of 
all  Tavernkeepera  within  this  Oountj.  As  the  Ta¥em-keepen 
vithiu  ,tbip  Coantj  had  takea  their  Licence  in  the  Goonties  of 
Westmoreland  and  Washington  before  this  was  erected,  and  tboae 
Licencea  WMe  not  than-  Expired ;  I  Postponed  sending  the  list 
vntiil  after  our  Septamb^  Soasioiu^  when  the  Applicationa  within 
this  County  were  made.  I  enclose  the  lists  of  all  who  have  been 
Recommend^  by  this  Court  I  shall  be  mach  obliged  to  you  to  trans- 
mit me  by  post  or  by  the  Gentleman  who  carries  this,  fifteen  looen* 
9fp  aflf  I  con  gei  no  money  for  Licences  until  they  are  actually  given 
— If  there  are  fees  to  be  paid  in  your  Office  on  giving  the  LioenoeSy 
ril  thank  you  to  send  a  bill  with  them,  and  I  will  remit  the  money 
Immediately. 

I  doubt  there  will  be  veiy  duH  sale  for  Marriage  Licences  in  this 
CovAty,  aa  no  application  has  ever  been  made  to  me  for  any — If  yo« 
think  proper  to  send  half  a  Dozen  of  them,  I  will  dispose  of  tkmm  if 
^here  shpuld  be  any  dema,ud. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

'  yomr  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMBS  BBISON. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  Covadl 
Philadelphia. 
Hon.  by     \ 
Mr.  Wilkina*  J 


Wab  Otnci  TO  Pbi8.  Miitlin— Psirsioirs,  1789. 

War  Office  of  the  United  States,  October  19,  1789. 
Sir,  • 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  request 
l^t  yonr  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  order  an  exact  list  to  be 
made  out,  agreeably  to  the  form  herein  enclosed  and  transmitted 
immediately  to  this  Office,  of  all  the  military  Invalids  to  whom  pen- 
rfsAa  iMUre  been  gnpt^  ^'oA  paid  by  the  Stete  of  PeunaylvaBia  ii 
pnnmaiice  of  the  resolves  of  the  late  Oongreaa  ef  the  United  /BfcMec 


«f  did  Iilva)l4tf  residitig  In  the  trtate  tuf  PenndyWaDm  mnce  ihe  one 
dated  July  5th,  1786.    Th^  list  iH>w  reqtiMted  .is  indispcpiMlMy  Be* 
ceoBary  in  order  to  make  an  arraDgement  for  the  payment  of  the 
Invalids  in  March  next^  sgreeaUy  io  %ho  information  published  in  the 
newspapers. 

I  have  alsa  to  request  that  your  Exoelleticy  would  be  pleased  to 
direct  a  retifrn  to  be  made  out  of  the  officers,  widows,  or  Orphans 
(if  any)  who  haye  received  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  seven 
years  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Cooffress  of  the  24th  of 
August,  1780.— This  return  to  state  the  rank,  and  time  of  the  officers 
death,  the  amount  of  the  apoval  p^aion-  paid  to  the  widows  or  Or- 
phanS|  and  the  years  for  which  it  has  been  paid. 

ITttive  liife  honor  to  be  t         ♦  r.  ... .. 

your  Excellettcy'e  most 

obedient^  Humble  Servant    .     . 
V  H.  ENOX^  Secsy.  at  Wtt- 


The  form  of  Return  of  Invalid  Pensioners  in  the  State  of—; *' 

accompanying  this  letter  exhibits  the  Rank — a^e 

Corps  and  by   whom  commanded^-militia — State— continental 
Ships  or  vessels — names — ^by  whom  coihmanded 

Cause  of  disability — ^when  disabled — where  disabled— Residence 
—town— county 

To  whom  commission  was  letumed.— 

When  pension  commenced 

When   pension  ceased-^Piedr-^truck  off  the  list  and  reasons^ 
allowauce  per  month — 

Amount  paid— ^ 

State  time  to  which  the  pension  has  been  paid  off—* 
Directed^ 

'Hid  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


MrauiQ  OF  GoB^«»a  toa  iuproyiso  SnwmDBiiimAi .  .> 
BiYM,  1789,   .  ..        ./ 

....      J 
Pas;tott  Township, 

Danphiii  County,  the  19th  October^  1789.' 
At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabftonts  of  the  Counties  df 
B«mster,  York/Cmnbeiland,  Northumbexiand,  t)iniphin,  fiQU- 

»  See  CoL  Rec/Tol,  2CVt  p'  200. 


^iagimtmi  Miffin,  a*  tte  Oohm  of  Mr*  Ai^hiiiiU  M'GdIktav  h 
PaxtoB  Township  aforesaic^  ia  punuianee  of  a  oir^olftr  lellu  dated 
.at  lAftoaatori  the  5th  daj  af  Sepleniber  last.* 

Pre86Dl|  from  tanoaatar  Conaigr*. 

.   Jasper  Yeates^  Esq.,  Joseph  Simons, 

^        Paul  Zaotz'inger,  .  Bartram  Galbrealh, 
Alexander  Lowfy,  Samuel  Boyd, 

Sebastian  Graff^  Samuel  Wrighti 

Jacob  Krug. 

From  York  County. 
James  Ewiog,  Esq.,  Michael  Simpaon.- 

From  Cumberland  County. 

Jlimes  R.  Beid,  Esq.,  Alexander  Parkeri  Esq., 

'  Qeorge- Gibson^  Esq.|  Andrew  Galbreath. 

From  Northumberland  County. 

Charles  Smitbi  Esq.^  Aaron  IieTyi 

Jbsiah  fiains,  Anthony  Seelen^ 

,         Abraham  Soott,  Frederick  Antes, 

William  Wilson,  Esq.,  Andrew  Stroube. 

From  Huntingdon  County. 
John  BMitiin. 

t  From  M iffiifi  Ceuniy. 

William  Brown,  Esq.,  John  Oliver. 

JAMES  EWING,  Esq.,  heing  unantmou^ 

afprnntitd  Ghairmua  ; 

On  motion  Resolved,  That  it  is  of  the  utmost  importanee  to  tha 
interests  of  the  Community  at  large,  That  the  Navigation  of  tba 
Biver  Susquehanna,  as  far  South  as  Wrisht's  Ferry  and  of  Juoiala, 
andf«f  Mte  otker  vaHous  Sirealfts  rttnaing  into  the  add  Bivera, 
which  are  capable  of  being  maie  navigable,  should  be  effeoted  witle 
out  delay. 

On  motion  Besolved  unanimcrasly,  Tliat  it  is  the  sense  of  tliia 

Meetix^i  thtt  SubscriptiOBa  shonld  be  forthwith  raised  and  oolleeted 

for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  Navigation  of  the  Biver  SnaqvM- 

.banaa,  aa  iiguc  South  as  Wright^  Ferry,  Juniata  and  the  Strenstf 


aforesaid;  and  that  tbe  Mowii  tferdiaadimi  Ao.|  8ab0eribed|  aliaU 
be  appropriated  as  herein  after  directed. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  requested 
and  im  powered  to  raise  Subscriptions  in  their  several  Counties,  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  use  tfa^r  utmost  infiuenoe  therein^  and 
have  those  di^erent  Subscriptions  collected  as  ^nm  as  possible. 

For  the  County  of  Mifflin. 

•  tfam^  Harris^  William  Brown^ 

George  Wilaonj  Andrew  Gregg, 

John  Oliver,  James  Potteii  jui^. 

For  the  County  of  Hnatingdon. 

John  Canon,  Robert  Riddle, 

John  Brattan.  -    *  George  Asbmani 

(  iindrew  Henoeison,  William  Philips. 

For  the  County  of  Dauphin. 

Martin  Weaver,  Esq.,  Archibald  M'Callister, 

Col.  Murrayi  Jacob  Oook,  Esq. 

For  Northumberland  County. 

John  Boydt  •   Simon  Snider, 

Josiah  Bains,  Charles  Smith. 

For  the  County  of  Camberknd. 

William  Barr,  Geoi^  Gibson, 

James  Laughiiu,  William  Starret, 

Alexander  Parker>  George  Smiley, 

Stephen  Duncan,  James  R.  Reed, 

William  Chambers,  Major  James  Smith, 

John  Walker/  John  M'Keehen. 


Jacob  Hoover. 


For  the  County  of  York. 


Henry  Miller,  David  Grier, 

Michael  Haho,  Michael  Simpson. 

For  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

Jasper  Yeates,  Sebastian'Graf, 

John  Habley,  Jacob  Krug, 

Paul  Zantzinger,  John  MiHer. 

Adam  Reigart,  ^ 
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For  ike  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Beubea  Huna. 

For  DoiK^all  &  Hempfield. 

John  Haldmaiii  SfOniiel  Wright, 

Thomas  Boude. 

Besolved  nnanimonslj^  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Svb- 
■oribers  in  prodtiee,  fto.,  to  deposit  and  store  forthwith  the  srtieles 
of  merchandize  by  them  reepeotively  subseribed  with  the  fcMowing 
persons  in  their  several  Ooanties^  yiz : 

la  Mifflin  Connty. 

John  Carmiohael,  m  Wayne  Township; 
Samuel  Golliday's  mill      -    -    do. 

William  Ellicott, ^Henry  BemthejaeU  Denj  TownaUp, 

John  Harris — Fermanagh  Township, 
Thomas  Wilson— Milford  Townshipj 
George  Bex — ^Fermanagh  Township. 

In  Huntingdon  County. 

Benjamin  Ellicott — Huntingdon! 

Ckorge  Asbman^-Bedford-furnacOy 

James  SoaBLmeryille's  mill — Shirley  Township^ 

In  the  County  of  Northumberland. 

Boyd  and  Wilson — in  Northumberland-Town, 
Seolen  and  Snyder — ^in  Penns.  Township, 

Charles  Smith, John  Black,  (Sunbnty.) 

Josiah  and  William  Hughes — Gatawissa^ 
Samuel  Wallis— Munsey, 
Yentter  and  Darr — ^Darrs-Town, 
William  Montgomery — ^Mahoning-Township, 
Simon  Earholt's  mill. 

In  Cumberland  County. 

William  Barr— Shippensburg, 

James  M'Laushlin's  mill — Middleton-Township, 

Francis  Silvers  mill — ^East  Pennsborough-Township^ 

William  Eelso,        -        -        -do. 

George  Gibson's  mill — Shearman's-Valley, 

William  Starrots-^uniata, 

James  Smith's  mill — Yellow  Breeches. 

In  Lancaster  County. 
John  Wright— Wright's  Ferr^. 


wbop]tbeiQ9  Bhall  be  a  person  appointed  in  eaoh  Gonaty  wko  ahall 
receive  the  monies,  and  diieet  the  eala  of  Meiohandiae,  ib.,  aaA 
who  shall  from  time  to  time  pay  aooh  motties  into  the'huids  of  the 
Treasurer  aaaoaft  9d  the  aim  ahall  amount  to  the  sum  of  fifteen 
pojinda.. 

Whereupon  Jacob  Cmg  was  uoanimonsly  jehoeen  Tieaaoarer,  and 
the  following  Gentlemen  were  .appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid| 
in  the  severtd  Counties  following. 

James  fiarris-^for  the  County  of  Mifflin. 
Andrew  Henderson — for  the  County  of  HuntingdoUi 
Avchibald  M'Callister^for  the  County  of  Dauphin, 
John  Boyd — for  the  County  of  Northumberlandi 
James  K.  Reed — for  Cumberland  County,     . 
Henry  Miller — for  York  County. 

Besolved,  That  five  persons  be  appointed  CommissionerSi  and  that 
they  or  any  three  of  them  do  approprjate  the  money  to  be  coUeoted 
bj  the  Subscriptions  aforesaid,  and  superintend  the  removing  the 
obstructions  in  the  River  aforesaid,  and  the  various  Streams  running 
into  the  sam^,  &  draw  on  the  Treasurer  from  time  to  time  for  such 
monies  a^  may  be  necessary,  for  .carrying  this  undertaking  int^ 
execution. 

Whereupon  tix6  following  Qentlemen  were  unanimously  appointed^ 
via. : 

Frederick  Antis— of  Northumberland  County, 

John  Brattan— of  Huntingdon  Country  on  Juniata,' 

Andrew  0albreath — of  Cumberland  County, 

Sebastian  Graff John  Haldeman,  (of  Lancaster  County.) 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

JAMES  SWING.* 


John  Abluh  to  Pbbs.  Mitflin,  1789. 

His  Exo^U^oey  the  President,  &  the  Hon'ble  the  Suprejne  Exeou- 

tive  CounciL 

Being  by  your  Honorable  Board  vested  with  an  appointment  of 

^Cowniesioiier  (in  Conmany  with  Beajamxn  BtttenhoaBe,  Ss^P-it)  ^ 

examine  the  Biver  Schuylkill  &  make  report,  &c.,  tjgceeably  to  an 

late  Act  of  Assemblyi  and  desirous  of  proceeding  in^mediatelv  tp 

tbe,  business,  I  takjs  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  would  be 

*  Froni  printea  baa^hUL 

f  Appointed  in  plaoe  of  John  Sellers— See  p.  628.    Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI., 

27* 


•0         nH»Kii7ANu  jLBxanrmvim 

]>IdMtd  la'  gmt  ve  the  Shiiii  ci  tifiriy  p^oadfl  for  ihe'  pnrpaM  of 
detejiag  Oontingent  ezpeoees,  and  jour  Hon'bto  Boud  mil  ikmtgr 
Confer  a  farkbar  obligation  on,  Ganllemon; 
Yonr  most  obedient  ft 

Very  Hnmbta  Samrirt, 

JOHN  ADLUM. 
Ootolw2l8t;  178&. 


BlOOMMSNDATION  OF    T.   PiCKSRINa  AB   SuRYXTOIt  Gui'j 
DSATH  OF  J.  LUKSNS;  1789. 

To  His  Ezeellenoy  thd  President,  and  the  honorable  the  Sujneaa 
Ezeontive  Oonneil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Finding  that  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  of  this  ComiBoa- 

wealth  hath  become  vacant  by  the  Death  of  John  Lnkens,  Esquire,  m 

Sake  .the  Liberty  of  expressing  an  earnest  wish  that  it  may  be  filed 
)j  a  person  of  abilities,  Integrity,  and  Attention  to  Bnsiness. 

The  great  Care  that  has  been  taken  in  all  former  appointinents 
to  this  office,  and  the  various  and  important  Duties  of  it^  as  well  as 
the  high  Trust  to  be  reposed  in  him  who  shall  be  called  to  fill  it, 
clearly  show  the  necessity  of  these  Qualities  being  united  io  bin 
who  shall  be  entrusted  with  it;  and  believing  Timothy  Pickering 
Ssquiro,  to  possess  them  in  an  eminent  deffreei  we  oeg  leave  ts 
recommend  him  as  a  Gentlemen  well  qualified  in  all  respeola  to  he 
appointed  to  it. 
Bichard  Peters,  Tenob  Franeis, 

Fred.  A.  Mnblenberg,  Samuel  Powel, 

W.  Bawie,  Tho's  HoKjsan, 

J.  IngofsoU,  Tbos.  Fittsimoofly 

James  Wilson,  Wm.  Lewis, 

Geo.  Clymer,  Edwd.  Shippen, 

Thos.  Willing,  Bobt  Morris. 

PUladelphia,  Ooto  26th,  1789. 


Beoommxndations  of  D.  Buodhxad  as  Subvstoe  GuiBLair 

1789, 


7 0  HiB  Exeelleney  the  Premdent,  and  the  bouorable  the 

Bxeontive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Office  of  Surveyor  General  being  vacant  by  the  death  of  Jolia 
Lukensi  Esquire,  and  wishing  that  important  Office  should  be  filled 

»  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol;.  XVI.,  pp.  199, 208— when  D.  Brodhead  w 


.nsBrNSTLVAiim  .ouKomTBB.rm. 


aai 


ka^e'to  Tfldonmi^Dd  Dtoiol  Brodbeiid;  8iq«ire,  as  m  geiiiiMM  w< 
^oaliitdy  end  wlioae  appoititikiaiit  wili  give  genera!  sallsfuiliovr^  / 
I  have  reoommeDded  Oolo.  Timothy  PickeriDg  as  a  0«ntfeMiab 
quafiied  io  Sedate  ib4  above  olBoe,  and  from  the  personal  knowledge 
1  haye  long  had  of  General  Brodhead,  cannot  refkin  from  declaring 
that  I  thinS:  him  also  qnalified  for  the  same. 

THO.  McKBAN. 


Wm.  White :  who  wishes  his 
signing  to  be  undevBtood  as 
not  intended  to  oppose  the  Pre- 
tensions of  ouiet  qualified 
Gentlemen. 

Peter  Baynton, 

Fran's  Gurney, 

Fred'k  A.  Muhlenberg, 


John  Wiloocksi 
D.  Lenox, 
John  F.  Mifflin, 
Rioh'd  Bacbe, 
Geo.  Hughes, 
Thomas  H.  Moore, 
James  Biddle. 


To  His  Exoellenoy  The  President,  the  Honorable  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, und  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezeontive  Gouneil  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  is  become  Vacant  by  the 
Death  of  John  Lukens,  Esqr.,  and  it  beins  Qf  geneeal  Importance 
that  the  same  should  be  filled  by  a  Gendeman  of  Capacity  and 
undoubted  Integrity — We,  the-  Subscribers,  being  fully  persuaded 
that  General  Daniel  Brodhead  is  a  suitable  Person,  and  tfiiat  his 
appotntment  theveto  would  give  genertl  Satirfaetion,  Wd  take  the 
Liberty  to  recommend  him  accordingly. 

Philadelpbia,  October  8H  ^7^^- 


Philip  Wager, 
AimLw.  I^ple, 
John  Baker, 
Lsonard  Jacoby, 
Frederick  Kufal, 
C^.  Habaeker^ 
Geoi.  JBickban^ 
Andrew  Geyer, 
George  Honey,  Junr^i. 
fienry  Epple, 
Joseph  Snowden^ 
'John  Rtitter, 
Sam'l  Morris, 
Jas.  Abercromblei 
Mark  Willcox/ 
Rok  M'Kn^^hty 


Henry  Toland, 
Bioh'd  FuU^Un, 
Wm.  Heysham, 
Gbristian  Febigidr, 
John  Stdameti^ 
Wm.  Haa, 
Jaoob  L^wenwyhr, 
Willm.  Wister, 
Bich'd  Footman, 
James  Olddei^  , 
John  Oldden,  ' 

Wm.Poyntell, 
Benj.  Penington,  ' ' 
Jos.  Oopeithwalt, 
Jas.  Brytoon,     ' 
Jfunes  QlentwoYtjL 


I  havt  Baiioft  to  beliove  ifaat  hols  qtalifioci  for  Ihe  nfioe  of  fiow 
yejor  €ten'l  for  Ibia  Blato,  now  wtmat,  ft  big  1mm  tonooauMBd 
Jiifli  Mofudiagly. 

JOS.  B.  M'KBAH. 

Lawreaee  Seokel,  Jobn  Kidd, 

Pe^r  Kubn,  Alex.  Fanerton, 

Lewis  Farmer^  Jacob  Scbreineri 

Geo.  Meade,  Jno.  Patton, 

Wm.  Sheaff,  Jn.  VanghaD^ 

Honrj  Sheaffi  Mag's  Miller^ 

Jno.  Shee,  denent  Biddle, 

John  Obaloner;  John  Taylor, 

Wm.  Graj»  John  Daffield, 

Amos  Wickeraham^  Hugh  Lennox, 

John  Melbert,  Will  A<looek, 

'  John  Helm,  Geo.  Aston, 

Wm.  Von  Phul,  -  ■  Thomas  Forrest, 

Jacob  Morgan,  jr.,  James  Ash, 

-    Danl.  Williams,  Reuben  Haines, 

Wm;  Colladay,  Reynold  Keen, 

John  Bonder,  Henry  Kam merer, 

OhHlBtn.  Baker,  Tbonms  Petto,'*' 
Thomaa  Barton, 


DH.  Thos.  Bxnm»f  to  Pesb.  MivruN-HnoL?  in  Goinrcn^  1789; 

PbiUddpbia^  Oet^r  2<di,  1789. 
Sir, 

The  Electors  of  the  Oonnty  of  Chester  having,  by  ibeir  mkmoti 
unanimous  suffrages,  done  me  the  honor  of  returning  am  a»  their 
representatifeiti  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  tbiaOonaKm- 
woiltb,  I  request  tbe  favor  of  knowing  whether  I  may  be  penniltod 
to  take  a  seat  at  your  bonerable  board,  agreeably  to  dim  wmkea. 
Their  ReasdkiB  far  proeeeding  to  this  election  I  eonoeivtt  t»  be 


let  Because  every  County,  according  to  tbe  Constitution  of  ihm 
Oommonwealtb,  4iaa  a  right  to  one  Representative  in  Council. 

21y.  Because  no  one  Councillor  has  a  right,  according  to  the 
Constitution,  to  represent  two,  or  more  than  one  County. 

81y.  Because  by  the  hte  act  of  Assembly  for  dividins  Chaator 
County  into  two  CQunties,  tbe  Councillor  that  bad  before  been  ^eo* 

•  B.  Brodhead  was  appointed.  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  208,  210, 
214,  21Q-.hU  deputies. 


tad  hj  the  joiai  Bofngoi  of  both  GountiMy  is  in  &ot  iii«d«  to  repre- 
Mtfi  tti«  tk0W  Goanty  of  Delaware,  beeanse  the  Eleetora  of  &at 
OooBty  are  Bxpreasly  forbid  to  Ekol  a  Councillor  till  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  which  the  former  Councillor  had  been  elected,  and 
this  18  done  at  the  yerj  time  when  it  ie  enacted.  '<  That  the  inhabi- 
taots  of  Ib^  aaid  County  of  Delaware  shall  at  all  times  hereafter 
enjoy  all  and  singular  toe  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights,  libertieB  and 
{Mrltdsgei  whatsoeyor^  which  the  inhabitunts  of  a&y  other  County  of 
>IU*  State  do,  may  or  ought  to  enjoy,  by  the  Constitution  and  Lawb 
«£  Jkhia  State^'^  of  which,  that  of  having  a  Coonoillor  to  repreaent  them 
in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  they  conceive  to  oe  a  very  iaa- 
porlnn*one. 

4thly.  Another  reason  which  induces  them  to  think  that  the 
Councillor  f>rnierly  elected  for  Chester  County  oufffat  not  to  be  con* 
sidered  as  iheir  Councillor,  at  present,  is,  that  his  property  and 
residence  are  both  in  the  Oount^  of  Delaware,  circumstances  which 
-peouiiarly  fit  him  for  being  Councilldr  for  that  Covnty.  The  Elec- 
tors of  the  County  of  Chester,  influenced  by  this  consideration,  are 
strongly  desirous  of  having  a  Councillor  who  has  property  in  their 
own  County  sufioient  to  constitute  a  oomtton  interest  with  them* 
selves. 

A  5th  Reason  that  has  operated  on  the  minds  of  tbe  Electors  of 
Chester  County  in  proceeding  to  this  Election  is  this,  That*in  the 
19th  Section  of  tbe  2d  chapter  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth it  is  expressly  said  ^<  that  all  yacancies  in  the  Council,  that 
may  happen,  by  death,  resignation  or  oAerwue,  $haU  be  filled  up  at 
tbe  next  Geaeml  Eleotion  for  Bepr^dsentativesiii  General  Aaeemb^/' 
The  County  of  Delaware  has  not  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
ocoaasioned  by  the  division  of  the  County,  but  the  County  of  Chester, 
has.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
jooi  hoBorttble  board  by 

your  EzceUeneies  most  obd't 

and  very  humble  Serv^t^ 

THO'S  KtJSTON* 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  Mifflin,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Ezeeutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XYI.,  p.  801-^where  GoL  BiQh'd  Willing  is  deemed 
already  in  possession  of  the  Beat 


«n        ^raKMsriiTANii  ^Asmrvm  tm. 


AdDITIOVAL    InSTBUOXIONS    to    COMBa66ION|BES    XO  ¥IKW  Soi- 
QUSHANNA  BlYSBy  1789. 

In  Gouaoil, 

Philad'a,  November  4di,  1789. 
Oentlemen, 

.  From  Information  reoerred  by  Council  sinoe  the  date  of  o«r  Let- 
ter of  iastmction  to  yon,  we  tl|uik  it  proper  to  give  yoo  the  IbUoir- 
dng  Direetion  for  yonr  Immediate  Government  whieh  you  are  mort 
4itriotIy  to  observe* 

Yonr  are  to  confine  yonnelves  to  the  Falls  and  Obstmetioa  <tf  the 
.Biver  Busqnehannah  from  Wrighf  s  Ferry  np  the  said  River  to 
jnolnde  the  head  of  MoKee'a  luilf  falls — and  from  the  mouth  ol 
!the  Biver  Juniata  np  the  said  Biver  to  Include  the  He^'ol 
.Anghwick  Falls — Council  are  Induced  to  give  yon  dieee  additional 
Jnetruotions  from  the  necessity  of  having  your  Beport  of  the  ptoha- 
.ble  Bxpenoee  of  Bemoving  the  several  Obstraotiong  and  ImptoviM 
the  navigation  of  those  Bivere  Between  those  distaneee  to  ba  laid 
.before  the  General  Assembly  in  this  present  Sesaion.'*' 
I  am  Gentlemen,  with  great  Bespect, 

yonr  moat  obedient  and  meet  humble  servuiti 

GEOBGE  BOSS,  V.  P. 


Fbamois  HopKiNsoif;  J.  A.,  ON  Safstt  oir  ADMiKAiiiT  Papiu 

1789. 

Philada.,  Nov.  6th,  1789. 

Sin 

I  think  it  is  my  Duty  to  intimate  to  your  Excellency  the  Propriety 
of  Councirs  taking  some  Order  respecting  the  Disposal  &  safe  keeping 
of  the  Becordfl  of  the  late  Court  of  admiralty  of  Pennsylvania  ainoe 
the  Bevolution.  They  are^  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bead  the  late  Begister  of  that  Court :  but  as  these  Beeorda  my 
be  of  future  Importance  in  many  Bespects,  Council  will  probably 
think  it  proper  to  deposite  them  in  some  suitable  public  place,  wheie 
Beferences  to  them  may  be  had  with  more  Propriety  &  official  Be- 
sponmbility  obtained  for  their  safe  keeping. 
I  have  the  Honour  tobe,  with  all 

due  Bespect  your  Excellency's  most 
ob^ientand  most  humble  Servant 

FBAS.  HOPKINSON. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Gooncfl 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  208. 


f  ffiCNsnTANU  ▲Bcmrra  rm.        «• 

State  of  Penosylvania  Iq  General  Assembly/ Friday,  November 
6|  1789,  A«  M.  Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  seconded  by  Mr.  Kennedy 
Ordered  that  Mr.  Gurney^  Mr.  Lilly  and  Mr.  Kennedy  be  a  committer 
to  confer  with  Council  concerning  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
electinff  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
CouDoil.'*'  Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 


BssoLTJTiONs  or  General  Assembly — Surr  or  Judges  aoainsv 
THE  Staihs,  1789. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly,  Baturday  November 
7, 1789«  A.  M.  The  committee  appointed  November  5,  on  the  letter 
from  William  Bradford  Esquire  attorney  General,  made  report  whiob 
was  read,  and  on  motion  and  by  special  order^  the  same  was  read  the 
aeoond  time  and  adopted  as  follows  viz* 

The  committee  on  the  letter  of  William  Bradford,  Esquire,  attorney 
General  of  the  state  bes  leave  to  report. 

That  the  issue  directed  by  the  resolve  oi  the  late  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  twenty  seeond  day  of  September,  1789,  to  be  joined  in  th^ 
amicable  actions,  at  the  suit  of  the  several  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  which  the  attorney  General  wa^  ordered  to  appear  on  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth,  relating  only  to  the  depreciation  of  the  Bill^ 
of  credit  emitted  in  1785,  the  instructions  contained  in  the  said  re- 
solve appear  to  your  committee  sufficiently  ample,  and  the  acts  and 
proceedings  of  tbis  House  being  of  a  public  nature  all  the  necessary 
dodamenta  and  evidence  may  be  found  upon  consulting  the  minutes 
and  Volumes  of  laws.     They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolve. 

Besolved  that  the  resolution  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
twenty-second  day  of  September  1789,  directing  the  attorney  General 
to  join  an  issue  whether  by  the  Constitution  law  or  equity,  the  Ooiil- 
iBonweahh  is  bound  to  pay  the  salaries  severally  aHowed  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  specie  or  the  value  thereof,  requisas 
no  fother  oxplanation  nor  has  the  Housa  any  farther  iBStruetioos  m 
documents  to  Communicate.  .  i 

That  this  yeaolotion  be  traasmitted  to  tfce  Supreme  Exeoutive 
Council  who  are  requested  to  conduct  the  trial  on  behalf  of  the  Qo» 
xnonwealth,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  conducive 
to  the  interest  and  honor  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly 

*  See  Gol.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  212,  for  order  of  proeession  on  Nov.  11, 
when  Thos.  Mifflin  and  Geo.  fioss  were  elected. 


State  of  Peoo^Tftiiift  Id  Oenertl  AstemUj,  Stisffday  November 
,7th,  1789,  A.  M.^Oo  motion. of  Mr.  Rawle  &  Mr.  Canon,  Ordered 

That  tha  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  from  the  attomej 
General  of  this  State  November  4th  instant,  be  a  committee  to  oonfi^ 
with  the  Supreme  Bzecntive  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  report  on 
said  letter  adopted  this  forenoon^  and  that  Mr.  Yanx  be  added  to 
the  said  committee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

PB I ER  Z.LLOYD. 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
,    The  bonorabky  The  Sapreme  Ezeoutiye  Council. 


K  PjBnaEts  TO  Pres.  Mifflin,  2789. 

10  O'clock 
Dr.  Sir, 

The  House  have  a  Sesolution  to  pass  relative  to  a  Tritti  coming  on 
this  Morning  between  the  Judges  &the  State.  The  Attj.  GenL 
fteems  to  be  of  opinion  !n  Fav'r  of  the  Judges  who  have  confined  tlieir 
claims  to  the  Money  of  178S.  But  as  the  subject  is  thought  proper 
for  Discussion  a  Power^s  given  to  Council  to  conduct  the  Trial.     I 

8 resume  because  other  Counsellors  should  be  employed,  if  the  Attj. 
fenl.  should  not  think  it  consistent  with  bis  opinion  to  oppose  the 
claim,  I  give  you  this  private  Information  that  you  may  prerul  on 
Council  to  sit  till  they  receive  the  Resolve  of  the  House  who  appear 
to  have  no  other  wish  but  a  fair  Discussion. 

yrs.  aflTectly 

R.  PETER&* 

pirectedf 
His  Ezcy  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  State. 

'lndar$ed, 

1789,  November  7tfa,  Reaolation  of  aaaenbly  Bektive  to  the  Smi 
flit  Law  between  the  Judges  of  the  Sapreme  Court  and  the  Cobibm»* 
wealtii— "leaving  it  diaeretionary  with  Counoil  to  oonduot  the  mtAom 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  thiuk  proper. 

Read  in  Oomioil  Nov.  7th  1789,  and  Jared  laMBol  apnoiated  to 

-•-",  the  Atty.  GenL 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  215. 


W»NSILVA»U  ABOHIVIB  1789.  Wt 

Comm'bs  kxe  vxpumtfB  SiTBQtniHjjfi^A  Brrxft  to  Pebs. 

MiPVUN,  1789. 

To  H]a  Ikoekac/y  Thomas  MiflSin^  Esq'r;  President  of  the  State  of 
PeDDSjlyania. 

Sir, 

The  short  notice  of  onr  appointment  and  the  neoessarj  Prepaiar 
.tions  for  Leveling,  Expbring,  &c.y  has  taken  more  of  our  time 
than  we  expeoted,  we  are  now  about  25  miles  up  Janiata  Biver; 
has  we  hope  been  as  aecnrate  in  onr  different  observations  as  ip 
neoessary,  are  at  the  same  time  sorrj  that  it  will  not  be  in  oof 
Power  this  sitting  of  the  sessions,  to  make  a  satisfaotorj  Draught  of 
our  Proceedings,  the  nnoertaintv  of  the  weather,  &  shortness  of  the 
pajs,  we  hope  will  appdogize  ^r  our  none-complyance,  but  against 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Assemblji  we  hope  to  be  able  to  lay  our 
prooeediUjBSB  before  them,  and  therefore  begs  of  the  Honorable 
Oonncil  that  what  is  above  stated  may  be  a  sufficient  Excuse,  at  the 
same  time  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  removeing  the  obstructions 
in  the  navigation  of  those  navigaUe  waters,  fills  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  the  greatest  Expectations,  and  we  can  with  the  greatest 
assurance  assert,  that  in  paying  attention  to  the  navigation  of  our 
western  waters ;  the  Greatest  Expectations  may  be  look'd  for  both 
to  the  advantage  of  the  back  Inhabitants  &  our  metropolis,  the  general 
complaint  is  a  new  Country,  full  of  healthy  People,  &  no  market 
.  for  their  Produce.  In  one  or  two  seasons  more,  we  hope  that  those 
obstructions  will  be  removed,  which  will  be  a  great  measure  in 
settling  our  Western  Lands. 

We  are  your  Excelenoies, 

most  obedient  &  very 

Humble  Servants, 
SAM'L  BOYD, 
BABTREM  OALBBAITH, 
THOS.  HULING.* 
Mifflin  County,  8th  Nov'r,  1789. 

Bead  in  Council,  1st  time,  18th  of  November,  1789. 

Directed  J 

His  fiicelen^,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r>  IVesident  of  the  Statd  of 
.I^B0ttsylrania• 

*  See  Col.  Kec.  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  209 


Fu6.  HxraiiKi  90  Bws»T  Hau  GaAfuuA,  1789- 

In  Coancil|  Philadelphia. 

SMry'g.  Offiois  Not.  9, 178D. 

In  the  belief  that  yon  were  a  Justice  of  peace  for  the  Countj  of 
Delaware,  Council  on  Saturday  laat,  appointed  you  President  of  t2ie 
Court  of  Common  Plea?,  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Seodona 
of  the  Peace  and  Jail  Delivery,  and  of  the  Orphans'  Court. 

Upon  Examination  it  appears  that  you  are  not  a  Juatioe  of  the 
Peace  for  that  County,  and  of  course,  cannot  act  as  President  of  the 
Court  of  Qr.  Sessions,  &  Orphans'  Court.  Couu.eil  have  roroked 
.Hid  Comm.  idsued  on  Saturday,  and  have  ordered  a  Com.  Juatioe  of 
the  Court  of  Com.  Pleas  for  that  County  and  Com.  as  President  of 
that  Court  to  be  made  out  for  you  which  Com.  I  enclose  and  am 
flireoted  to  request  you  will  send  the  Com.  issued  on  Saturday  last* 
I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

CHARLES  DIDDLE,* 

Seo'ry. 


EiJBCTioN  or  Stats  T&EAsu&jsBy  Ghbistian  Fsbioeb,  1789. 

State  pf  Pennsylvaniai  In  Oeneral  Assembly, 

Friday,  Nov.  IS,  1789,  A.  M. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  treasurer  of  this  State,  &  the  ballots  being  taken,  it 
appeared  that  Christian  Febiger,  Esquire,  was  duly  elcted. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Anembly. 
Directedj 
.For  the  HenorabSe  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


A.  Habolton,  Seo't  or  TKEABuaT,  to  Pris.  Mmfinr,  1789. 

Treasury  Department,  November  2l8t|  17S9. 
Sir, 

Not  having  tecaiyed  any  aoknowledgement  of  my  Letter  of  tbe 
26th  of  Septr.,  transmitting  the  Copies  of  two  reaokilMmB  m£  tke 
house  of  Representatives  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month ;  and  eon- 
ceiving  the  information  which  relates  to  the  debts  of  tho  sofwai 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  217. 


miNBiiiTattU  ABOHimtTinR         Mi 

States,  •Qd.fhf  pdbfflo  itetoiftiM  ol  Abe  noiOQ  in  thttt  XTesibries,  to 
be  an  object  of  a  very  hoporiant  natare,  I  have  the  honor  to  inoloae 
dajplicatcs  of  my  letter  and  of  the  resolntions  acoompanying  it. 

I  can  only  add,  that  as  the  period  £xed  for  the  next  meetiog  of  Coar 
greed  is  hasteninff  on,  if  any  thing  can  he  done  to  accelerate  the 
transmission  of  the  information  desired;  it  will  greatly  promote  the 
publio  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Exeelleney'a  Obt,  hiauDble  aer?t., 
A.  HAMILTON, 
Sec'y  of  the  Treasury. 

His  Extfelleney  Thomas  HifSin,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Dnpl. 
(Circular.) 

Treasniy  Department, 
■    -  '   Sep^K28ti)|  1789, 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  an  order  of  the  bonse  of  Bepreseatatives-of  the 
21st  instant,  (Copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose)  it  becoinQ3 
xny  duty  to  request  your  Excellency  to  procure  and  transmit  to  this 
Office  the  Documents  and  information  therein  required. 

As  the  next  Sessions  of  the  Legislature  will  be  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  ensuing,  it  is  greatly  to  be  wished  that  the  whole  of 
the  above  statements  may  be  forwarded  to  this  Office  before  that 
day ;  particularly  the  Statement  of  the  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or 
other  public  Securities  of  the  United  States  which  may  be  in  the 
Treasury  of  your  State. 

This  last  statement  i&  immediately  necessary  to  enable  pae  to  pre- 
pare with  the  requisite  aceuraoy  the  plan  referred  to  in  x)ther  reso* 
*  lotions  of  the  House  of  the  same  date  with  thoboabovie  meatioaedi 
a  Copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed  for  your  information. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  transmit,  at  the  same  time,  as  accurate  a 
statement  as  can  be  made  of  the  Interest  (if  any)  which  the  State 
may  have  paid  on  the  evidences  of  the  public  Debt  above  mentioned. 
I  bave  the  honor  to  be  ^ 

Your  SzoeUeoc/s  most  Obed.,  hum.  servt.| 
A.  HAMILTON, 
Sec'y  af  iha  Tmsury. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Miffiin^  Esqr.^  President  of  the  State  ^f 
Pennsylvania. 


9m  miNIILTAMA  AHCBmB  HW 

Id  the  Ho«M  of  Hapramkthres  either UolM  States. 

Monday,  Ihe  2Ui  Septr.,  1789. 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  which  lay  on  the 
Table,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  and 
Petition  of  the  public  Creditors  of  Pennsjlvanfa, 

Whereupon  Resolved,  that  this  House  consider  an  adeqaale  pro- 
vision for  the  pnblic  Credit  aa  a  matter  of  high  importanoe  to  the 
National  honor  and  prosperity. 

Reaolted,  that  the  Se^etafy  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
prepare  a  plan  fer  4^at  purpose,  and  to  Report  the  same  to  this 
House  at  its  next  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BEOKLBT,  detk. 
(Copy.) 

Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  Office  of  the  Seerelary  of  tht 
Treasury. 

WM.DUERyAsa'ftSeoy 


In  the  Hmise  of  RepresentativeB  of  the  XTnited  States. 

Monday,  the  2l8t  Septr,,  1789. 
Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  app^ 
to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States  for  Statements  of 
their  public  Debts;  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment,  in  whdt 
or  In  part,  of  the  principal  and  Interest  thereof;  and  of  the  Amoaat 
of  Loan  Office  Certificates,  or  other  public  Securities  of  the  Unitei 
States  in  the  State  Treasuries  respectively ;  and  that  he  Report  U 
the  House  such  of  the  said  documents  as  he  may  obtain  at  the  neit 
Session  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Journal, 

JOHN  BECKLKT,  Oak. 
(Copy.) 

Compared  with  the  Original  in  the  office  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  the 
Treasury. 

WM.  DU£R»  Aaa't  See^j. 


D.  Beodhud,  S.  0«;  n>  Pub.  Mixiunr,  1789. 

Surveyor  OeneraFs  Office,  Nov'r  23xd,  1789. 
Sir, 

Bamg  been  applied  to  for  a  renewal  of  Commianon  of  Mcaaeun 
Presley  Neville  &  Matthew  Richey  Deputy  Surveyors  of  a  Bialariet 
late  part  of  Washington  County  (part  whereof  has  since  been  ereetai 
into  a  separate  County  called  Alleghany,  Bounded  by  the  great 


Boad  leadbff  from  Fort  Bard  to  tbe  Town  of  Wafibinfftqn,  Itte  Gat- 
Fish  oamp  from  thenoe  to  th«  nearest  head  waters  of  Stt&loe  Creek 
thence  down  the  said  Greek  to  the.line  of  the  State,  tbenoe  along  the 
same  to  tbe  Biver  Ohio,  thence  np  the  same  to  the  month  of  Monon« 
gabela  Biver  &  thence  np  the  same  to  the  Beginning.  And  no 
eomplfliat  having  l^en  made  against  the  Qeiitle&ien  jointly  hoMhsg 
Ike  said  Distriet,  I  b<$g  leaTe  to  reodommend  them  to  th#  Honambk 
the  JSxeeatiTe  Coanoil. .  . 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  yonr  most  obd't  Serr't, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

SurVrGetfl.*    ^ 
Directed^ 
To  His  Bzoellency  the  PresidBnt  in  Gonncil. 


Pbb0.  Hinlnr  to  Ajuix^a  Hamiu?on,  ScoRKrABT  of  Tbbasbbt^ 

1789. 

In  GonnoU, 

Philadeldhia,  27th  Netem'r,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Gomptroller  General  of 
this  State  hath  made  oonsiderable  Progress  in  the  Statement  of  the 
public  Debts  of  Pennsylvania  and  is  preparing  the  other  Docnments 
required  by  the  Act  of  Gongress  of  the  21st  September  last,  and  I 
have  canse  to  believe  that  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  transmit  to  yotll 
in  four  weeks  from  this  Date  all  the  Information  required  by  that 
Act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIPPLI«. 

To  Alexander  E^milton,  Bsquire,  Seo^y  of  the  Tnaioiy  tf  tbe 
U.  States. 

»  See  GcL  Beo.,  VoL  XVI.,  p,  228,226. 


6tt  momLTAinLIr  AJtCHIVBB  VUO. 

'{ 
ALBz'a  MoLmiN  TO  P&is.  MnrruN,  1789. 

Bedford;  2d  Decemberi  1789. 
Bir, 

HaTing  been  lately  informed  of  the  death  of  the  late  Sorvefor 
Oeaeral,  and  having  reeoaree  te  the  LaWi  I  find  it  reqaired  of  depvty 
•orveyon  to  give  J)ond  &  Seoority,  &o.  J  woald  just  observe  to 
your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council  ^Kt  in  Cemplyance  with 
the  Law  I  labour  onder  peculiar  difficnUiee — By  the  late  divienona 
of  the  Counties  my  district  includes  a  part  of  Four  Connties  the 
Township  of  Rostraver  in  the  forks  of  Yongh  is  out  in  two  by  the 
line  of  Allegany  County — ^part  of  it  yet  belongs  to  Westmoreland, 
And  if  I  apprehend  the  Law,  it  Obliges  me  to  give  Bond  aod  Seen- 
rity  for  each  county  and  also  take  the  Oath  of  Office  in  Baeh.  If 
your  Excellency  and  Council  are  of  the  same  opinion — ^I  oannot  at 
present  Nominate  Sureties  in  those  Counties  not  having  had  the  op* 
pertnnity  of  Consulting  Gentlemen  in  either,  yet  in  the  mean  tims 
would.beg  leave  to  offer  Henry  Beeson  &  Joseph  Torrenoe,  Eaqnirei 
fi  Soreties  in  Bayette  County  &  Bftess'ie  Oeorge  Fank  ft  Thomas 
Yiokroy  of  the  Town  of  Bedford' for  that  part  of  Bedford  County, 
which  my  district  contains,  And  on  my  Return  home  oomplj  with 
such  further  order  as  may  be  deem'd  necessaiy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obd't 

ALEXANDER  MoLBAN. 

Dtrectedf 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esquire^  President  of  tht 
Supreme  Executive  Council.  * 


Alex'a  MoClean  to  Files.  MiffliNi  1789. 

Bedford;  2d  December,  1789. 
Sir, 

I  had  made  an  appointment  to  meet  Mr.  Skinner  at  this  jphtob  bafc 
(Weefc  1K>  pmcSed  en  the  Road  from  BadfMd  to  Pittabotgh  and 
oalled  on  Mr.  Guthrie  at  Oreensburgh  not  knowing  of  hie  illaea% 
but  found  him  unable  to  attend,  in  which  Situation  he  has  be^i 
since  early  in  November--^I  there  Keceived  the  Kesolve  of  Cowacil 
of  the  fourteenth  of  March  last  to  us  directed  by  which  I  apprehend- 
ed the  design  of  the  legislature  in  their  Besolution  of  the  2l8t  Mov^r, 
1788,  was  that  a  Road  should  he  laid  out  from  this  place  to  PlUa* 
bnrgh  as  near  to  a  Straight  line  as  Circumstances  will  admit.— Aad 
Considering  the  great  dutaneoi  and  the  uncertainty  of  seting  <m%  oa 


mtfN0TLTiJFIA  AKlfilVSS  Vim  ^9 

a  Bitidott  aifectioD,  I  liKo^glrt  of  an  exp«dleiii  to  gain  a  lireetioir 
friih  BOibB  degree  of  Oerfanrtyy  wiiiGh  I  oould  do  without  the  assist- 
aiiee  of  the  other  GotntBiuioDerB,  And  wbloh  I  oomeeire  would  b«i 
neeesaary  were  they  both  present,  tberefbre  In  order  to  gain  the  trno 
sitoatloii  of  thi#  pkee  I  "went  to  the  159tfa  Mile  Post  standing  aboni 
10  per^ea  West  of -the  Road  from  Bedfbrd  to.  Fort  Cmnberlabdy 
from  thenoe  by  a  series  of  Courses  Trayersed  the  Valley  of  Cumber* 
land  to  this  place  and  find  it  to  be  19  m.  290  perofaes  North  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  line  and  10ti»:  86  perohef  East  of  the  above 
Mile  postj  And  mj  Memory  aiding  me  in  the  Situation  of  Pitts- 
burgh 1  fioceedadto  Calculation  to  find  a  Courao-to  Pittsburgh  & 
estimate  it  to  stand  25685  perches  West  and  0830  pe^obea  Kortit  of 
this  place  being  North  69''  27'  West  27432  perohes»to  85  m.  239 
perohes,  which  Course  I  think  will  at  least  lead  jpae  JAto  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Pittsburgh. 

As  the  Season  is  so  far  advanced  &  neither  of  the  other  Commis- 
sioners come  to  my  assistance  I  thought  to  have  gone  home  and  put 
it  off  till  the  10th  of  April  next  but  this  evening  offering  fair  for  good 
weather,  I  have  Concluded  to  set  out  to  Morrow  morning  on  the 
before  mentioned  Course  and  if  not  interrupted  by  excessive  Wea- 
ther proo^  to  Pittsbui^h  maJ^iof  the  way  ligbtly  se  as  to  euable 
110  to  find  it,  also  setting  up  a  smau  stake  at  every  quarter  of  Mile 
between  Mile  posts,  and  a  post  at  every  Mile  with  its  Numher  for  the 
Convenience  of  taking  off  or  falling  in  as  the  situation  of  the  ground 
may  make  it  necessary — I  could  have  wished  for  the  Concurrence  of 
Council,  before  J  had  proceeded,  but  time  will  not  ^admit  of  a 
Moments  delay.  .  , 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  regard  Sir, . 

your  Exedleooies  mpet 

obedient  and  Humble  SerVt,  - 

ALEXANDER  McCLEAN.  \ 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquirci  President  of  Cottncifi 

*o.      '     '       •  ..     . 


Evan  Owen  to  Pres.  MirruN,  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  in  pmnniaDe^  ofthe 
Authorities  vested  in  me  as  Commissioner  for  the  opening  of  the 
road  commonly  called  the  Nescopeck  road ;  I  have  opened  the  same 
road  so  as  that  it  may  be  travelled  on  by  Waggons,  &o.,  exoept  the 
digging  away  of  a  part  of  Spring  Mountain.    That  tiiere  yet  remaiiM 


abcmt  ibree  Hilet  imapeB«d  of  the  uiA  So«d.  And  that  i&  ood- 
duotiog  Ihe  Boabifeas  bo  far  as  is  ftbove  sMQiioiied,  I  Imvo  axpondM 
the  whol^  Amoont  of  your  Orders  in  mj  £ivor.  And  I  take  Um 
liberty  of  addiog  that  I  am  of  Opinion  that  the  Besidae  of  tha 
Monies  appr(^riated  by  Act  of  AaBOipbly  for  the  above  puipofo 
and  which  I  naye  yet  reserved  your  Order  for,  will  open  die  and 
Eoad. 
1  I  aai^  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obliged  friend| 

BVAN  OWEN. 
Fhilada.,  6  Dee'r,  1789. 

IHrectedj 

"  The  President  end  the  Sttpreme  Bxecntive  Oonncil  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennqrlvania. 


Francis  Johnston  to  V.  P.  Boss.— Islands  in  Wbsobs 
BiVERs,  1789. 

Fhiladelphiay  7th  December,  1789. 
Sir. 

Parsaant  to  the  Besolve  of  the  Sapreme  Ezecntive  OoancS  dated 
November  17th,  1788,  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  Joha 
Hamilton  and  William  Wilson  in  and  to  two  Islands  in  the  Biven 
Allegany  and  Ohio,  respectively  occupied  by  them,  on  eonditton  that 
they  would  severally  comply  with  the.  Terms  set  fwth  in  said 
Besolve;  I  notified  them. of  tho  pnrport  thereof;  Since  which,  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  I  have  not  yet  received  any  anawci, 
nor  have  they  by  themselves  or  agents  complied  with  said  Terms. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  William  Todd,  Eaq.,  of 
Weetmofeland  County,  hath  applied  for  a  Pre-emj^on  ii^i  to  a 
small  Island  in  the  Alleghany  Biver,  nearly  oppceite  to  BolEJoi 
Creek,  whose  application  1  herewith  inclose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  H'ble  Servant, 

FBA'S  JOHNSTON,  K  G- 
Directed, 
'    The  Honorable  Oeoq$e  Bom,  Ssq.,  Yioe  President  in  CovmL 
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Wm.  Toi^n  M  v.  JoHiKrroN.f— IsiiUiM  Bf  Wmrbn 
RiYBES,  1789. 

Sir. 

I  bflTd  been  Itiformed  tbftt  tbe  Bapreme  Bxeentfve  Ootmcn  bj 
tbeir  Resolve  bearing  date  17  Nov.,  1788,  granted  a  rigbt  of  Pre- 
emption to  John  Hamelton  ft  WiHiam  Willaon  of  the  two  Islands  in 
the  River  Ohio,  on  vrbich  they  had  made  improvements,  on  their' 
paying  into  the  Receiver's  OflSoe,  by  a  certain  limited  time,  208.  pr.' 
acre  fer  the  one,  and  lOs.  for  the  other. 

Fbding  that  Council  are  possest  of  this  power,  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  apply  for  a  sm&ll  Island,  a  little  above  the  mouth  of  Buffalo, 
in  the  .Allegany  River,  and  a  little  below  where  the  Kidcemetua 
River  em  ties  into  the  Allagany  River  aforesd.,  supposd.  to  contain 
25  or  30  acres,  haveing  made  a  small  Improvement  thereon.  And 
it  being  almost  adjoining  a  tract  of  Land  now  my  property,  (there 
being  little  or  no  water  running  between,  some  seasons  of  the  year) 
which  is  scarce  of  timber,  with  which  the  above  mentioned  Island 
does  abound.  And  for  which  I  will  pay  at  the  rate  of  lOs.  pr. 
acre  in  Specie. 

Pleas  to  communicate  this,  Inj  application,  to  Cotincil;  and  Re- 
ceive their  answer. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very  Humbly  Ser't,     " 

WM.  TODD. 

To  I'ranoes  Johnson,  Reo'r  Gen'l  of  the  Land  Office  of  Pennsyl- 
aylvania. 

Dm.  7tb,  1789. 


Prb».  MutfjiIN  to  Sbo'y  at  Wab— P«nsion8|,  1789, 

jbi  Conooili 

Philad^pbift;  Deeember  7lb,  1799. 
Sir,        ' 

Agreeably  to  yonr  request  i  have  tbe^onoY  to  transiiiit  Wrewith 
^  B^ttirft  of  The  PersotM  entitied  to  PeoBioaa  br  the  Lawf  of  thii 
8ta«0. 

•  This  Return  wm  4o  'lmv#  been  forwarded  on  Wednesday  last,  but 
the  Ooaiftroller  General  being  engaged  in  making  oat  eome  ataiob 
teents  for  #he  Qeneral  Aaseubly,  coold  not  eompkat  it  nntil  ihii 

I  ^kh  gneat  Respect,  I  have  the  hopor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  mest  obedient  and  taoal  hnnriile  Befrant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN.^ 

Hon*ble  Henry  Knox^  Bsq.,  Sec'r  it  War. 

*  I4»t  »otf<^iHid.«-9e»G9^  Eee*,  YoL  XVI^i  f.  294i . . 
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Dear  Brother, 

Tba  lAte  Proprietaries  of  Pemisjlvania,  by  act  passed  NoVr  S7, 
1789,  were  divested  of  all  tbeir  Estates,  &c.y  except  their  private 
Sstates,  <<  and  likewise  all  the  Lands  ealled  k  known  bj  the  name  of 
*i  tbfli  Proprietary  Tenths  or  Manors,  which  were  daij  sarvejed  and 
<<  returned  into  the  Land  Office  on  or  before  July  4,  1776.'' 

The  late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsa.,  directed  a  certain  Tract  of 
Land  in  Northampton  County,  (now  called  the  Dry  Lands,)  to  ba 
surveyed  and  appropriated  to  their  own  particular  Use.  Th^ 
survey  and  return  is  not  now  to  be  found. 

Bat  about  20  or  30  years  ago,  the  Proprietaries  directed  a  Be- 
Borvey  of  the  said  appropriated  Tcaot  to  be  made;    whioh  was 
executed  by  James  Scull,  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  the  whole  Tract  was 
by  him  divided  into  separate  plantations,  from  No.  1  to  195,  which 
must  have  been  lodged  in  the  Land  Office  before  July  4,  1776, 
Because  John  Lukens  on  the  13th  Day  of  May,  1776,  did  certify 
and  return  into  the  Secretary's  Office,  (in  Pursuance  of  a  Warrant 
dated  April  30, 1776,)  one  of  the  above  mentioned  separate  Tracts, 
No.  50,  &c.  &c.     Some  of  the  Dry  Land  Tenants,  [at  the  Insdga- 
tion  of  John  Nicholson,  Comptroller  General,  who  at  first  seereilj, 
but  now  openly  avows  himself  their  agent,]  determined  to  contest 
the  Right  of  property  with  the  late  Proprietaries  aledging   that 
having  discovered  some  Inaccuracy  iii  the  survey.  Re-survey  and 
return ;  that  therefore  the  Property  is  by  the  Act  of  1789,  rested 
in  the  State  of  whom  they  can  purchase  cheaper  then  they  can  of 
the  Messrs.  Penns,  and  adding  that  if  they  take  a  deed    tram 
Messrs.  Penns,  they  shall  be  called  upon  hereafter,  by  the  State  te 
purchase  of  them,  and  therefore  be  obliged   to  purchase   twice. 
Against  some  of  these  Tenants,  Ejectments  have  been  brought,  be^ 
cause  it  was  known  that  their  objections  were  made  by  a  Determina- 
tion not  to  ptirchase  of  the  proprietaries.   But  others  of  the  Tenants 
who  had  really  Scruples  (arising  from  the  Deceptions  put  on  them  J 
and  who  wished  to  pay  to  titosier  Persoas  who  hM  a  right  to  receive 
the  Ptirohase  Moneyi  have  oot  been  siied;  and  it  is  these  laat  wha 
have  signed  the  Memorial  to  Council  requesting  that  they  may  ha 
Mbrmed  whether  the  State'haa  aixy  GUia  to 'the  iianda  in  qneauea, 
and  declaring  their. Intention  of  purcbatioig  of  the  laie  Picflneiariei 
vheniDVeD  they  shall  be  aasured  the  Slate  hifs  b^o  dtim     See  the 
Memorial — the   second   paragraph  of   which  States  'Uhat   Sjec^ 
''  ments  have  been  brought  agninat  the  Tenants^  ipko  f^jfiued   to 
<'  comply  with  the  demand  of  the  Proprietary  Agent  to  paj  for 
their  Farms  /'.  hut  the  Memorialists  never  re/med ;  they  onlj  re- 
quired time  untill  they  shfn|id  ^^  informed  whether  the  State  had  aaj 
Claim.  And  those  persons  aeainst  whom'Ejectments  had  been  hronght. 
do  not  even  pretbnd  that  they  have  any  righ«}  but  they  alledp  the 


State  has  a  right  of  whom  they  wish  to  pnrohaae.    Bat  Att'tml 
OOdkn^'hrMi  &  Kewdedy,  wem  bdOi  ao^ wril «mriM6B^4fafefc;ihi8 
vw  ^ su    apptopmled   Tnidt^^  that  tfasf  BbTsr J 'wtould    g»vto..pB^  ^ 
enoonr^ament  to  aaj  af  pBealaoiis  Sor  La«4  arkkin  tiie .  D^  Lasodft 
Tract.  ...        I  ....    I     ;       ,       .    • 

In  the  third  and  4th  Paragraphs  the  Memoriallats  request  Goancil 
will  have  an  enquiry  made  into  the  Title  of  the  Lands,  and  if  it 
should  appear  that  the  State'  has  no  Claim,  that  they  shall  then 
immediately  Purchase  of  the  late  Proprietaries,  wbjch  prevaut  theat 
being  burthened  with  several  Law  Suits.  And  will  Council  refuse 
this  inquiry,  and  oblige  the  Individuals  to  determine  by  Law  Suil^ 
whether  the  Messrs.  Penns  or  the  State  entitled  to  the  Lands.  The 
Tenants  themselves  pretend  to  no  tights ;  but  they  have  been  in- 
formed the  State  has^  a  ,elaiin,  and  they  Wish  to  know  if  4;htl  ih- 
fomurtion  is  true.  Will  Oouncil  then  reffase  to  answer  tbeim,  and 
compel  them  to  suffer  Smta  at  Law  to  determine  the  Rt^ht  of  the 
State  f  I  should  suppose  not — But  rather  that  Cbunoil  would  de- 
mand the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  or  the  Judges  on  that  Point 
''  If  the  Commonwealth  has.  any  right  to  jthe  whole  or  apy  pa^t  of 
the-  Tract  of  Land,  called  tjie  Dry  Land  in  Northampton  County. ; 
this  question  is  top  important  to  faa^riisted  to  the  Attormey  Qaneni^i 
and  is  therefore  most  proper  to  bedetenuned  by  tha Chief  Joatice^r 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

I  have  wrote  this  in  much  haste,  and  without  the  oeoessiu-y  papers^ 
which  Mr.  Butler  hai^  with  him  at  Kaston.  '  . 

We  shall  see  ypu  on  Wednesday  Bveuing.  '././•    /.:l 

Affec.  Yours, 

JOHN  F.  MIFFLIN. 
:D6c'r«i,17M.  .       '  .    .  .  H  .'  .  .!! 

I?irectedf 

His  ExoeUeooy^  TkmM  MifflUit  Ssq'r. .  •      : 


Beporton  Attobnk'3  Fbm,  17$8f.'     ...    •    t^ 

The  Committee  whom  Council  appointed  to  suggest  proper  inmi 
as  adequate  compensation '  to  be  given  William  Bradford '&  Jured 
Ingersol,  Esquires,  for  Defending  the  Cause  of  th^  Commonwealth 
in  an  action  for  Depreciation  brought  against  the  same  by  his  Honor 
the  Chief  Justice.f  -^Beg  leave' to  Report:*  '^  '      •    »^ 

That  from  the  Consequences  of  the  claioL  \he  able  and  Judicious 
manner  in  which  those  Gentlemen  defended  th^  State  from  payment : 
Induces  youv  tombittee  ^  suggest  for  Wiii%  Bradford,'  Esq.;  £S^  0-6 
for  Jared  Ingersol^  Esq.,  £2b  0  0,  therefore 

*''gee'VoLIir.;  p.  678,  and  661  of  this. 
f  8ee  page  686.       ■  /     ,    •  '  ; 


-   Tfamboratta  mm  m  4b  TvianMr  in  hmt^ci.  Wa.  Bwiiofi^ 

Si^,  ^  ^aO  0 /O,  kv  frvoiiir  of  Jiiaed  D^i^dl «»  425  0  0,«  ' 
Asnievt  froib  the  OsiMwiwBitilfek  oa  •<»  votvpa  »  faU^asd  ( 
ezpenoe  attendiDg  said  Tr jal  chargeable  on  the  State. 


WoKK  House  Calendar,  16  December,  1789. 

1^0.           tTanics. 

By  whom  Oomm 

Wheiu 

Crimea. 

Coniicts, 

ZMar/WilUam,.  . 
S.  Isabel  MeKeever^ 
4.  KHz.  Moonej, 

mj  Ooaft» 
.      ».  BessiiKis. 
Major's  Court, 

Vagrants 

Jane, 'Wl, 

Do. 
27  Sept. 

Do.     time  «^Md. 

Bec*g  stolen  goods. 
Larceny. 

'S.  filea  Armstronj^           ^d.  Bedfoi4, 
'  Oi  ^ane  Moonej,               *  Do., 
'•T.  AtA.  WW)le,   '              The  Mayo*, 

9.  BUS.  Card,                       Do,, 

10.  Tlwe.  fllen.                     Do.j, 

11.  Oeor.  flenryA.Swlor  Aid.  H.  Balierj 

12.  Jae.  Connely,                 Aid.  Swift, 
18.  Bam.  Watts,                     Do. 

1  October. 
15  Notem. 
«Do. 
65  00. 
&8Do. 
30  Do. 
,  1  Deoem. 
16  Do. 
De. 

3u8]^^of  Larceoy. 

XMbwfderly. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

14.  Job,  a  Negro, 

The  Mayor. 
Slayes. 

6  Ootob. 

Befi»bg4cW«k. 

15.  Ann  Atkins,                 The  lC«yels 

16.  Sam.  Johnson,  Negro    Judge  Bryan, 

TOececi. 

18  Do. 

Claiming  to    be  a 
freemaa. 

Detoined  to  work  for  their  fees. 

17.  Alex'r  Gardner,  > 

18.  Pattr  Balton, 

19.  Uok.  WaUaea, 

SIboe. 
Do., 

I>c., 

Do. 

!M  Octdb. 

17  Nove*r. 
id  Do. 
15  Decern. 

On  I 

SQQpioion  of  bein^  a  \ 

runawsy  fllaVci 

21.  Isaac  Carney. 

;r«at.  PUlaid. 

14  Neif'r. 

A  Vagrant  omitted  aboTC. 

to.  MoirisNl«lC. 

Aid.  H.  Baker. 

18  Not'x. 

Dlawtaiy* 

i-' 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVL,  p. 


PEBrNBTiriKiA  Aiicffinrss  nsd.        «i# 


Christian  Pebiqer  to  I^res.  Mipflin,  1789. 

...  -     '    ^    .  .    '  ,  '■ 

fib  BaNeUe&cy  TU  iVBaideat  A  A^  Hurtle.  SiimM«  Bz«Mli^ 

.  OooMilL        .  .  •  ' 

OentlemeD : 

Hurry  of  Businessy  from  the  fidt  moment  I  was  authorbM  to  act  at 
^t«t^  Tkeaasier,  m  Ibe  only  A^ogjr  I oao  aukifar  tnA  bafd&gy 
^r^  tbky  addrettk'4  i^^ur  hoi^'Ue  Board.  I^Kmw  it  a  Bnlj  himmh 
bent  OA  me  fov  ma^if  Reaaeua,  &  jMcrdqr  1  «tok  tbe  ^KBk  Ltiiani 
moqMDt  personaUy  te  attend  yoa;  Bnti  to  siijr  M<irtifiaalioA|OaDmiJ* 
kad  adJQUTQ'di  &  I  had  00I5  aa  Oppavto&iitj]l  tJL  «oitm«iiig  iiilik  Ik 
few  remaining  Members. 

A  fall  Coi^iiee  »  yont  wo«tad  Beadaaaa  to#aad0>«w  isdillges 
a  Hope  that  yon  will  pM^on  an  aippamit  NegltDt^A  balieye  that  iti 
has  noL  'till  now,  Been  in  my  pow?r  to  lay  before  yoa  the  following 
State  of  Facts  telating  to  the  Office  I  have  the  Honor  16  hoId« 
■  When  I  receit'd  the  Chest  of  the  Treasury  from  David  Kitten** 
house,'  Esqf.,  it  contained  on}y  b6fne  old  continental  and  other,  at' 

Eesentj  useless  Motiey,  and  a  few  pounds  belonging  to  the  State 
)tteryi  appropriated  to  a  particular  purpose,  of  whioh  I  have  reiv^ 
der'd  an  Aocouut  to  the  Register  General,  t  received  no  Monney 
on  any  other  t^und.  Demands  were  instantly  made  on  me;  I  have, 
endeavoured  to'hnswer  them  as  far  aa  I  could,  Butt  X  labo^r  under 
many  Difficulties  in  the  Discharge  of  n\y  Duty,  which  I  hQp^  it  is 
in  your  J?ower  to  remedy,  Vizc. : 

■:        .    i.    .    .  !»•.         .  :-   -  •      •    • 

4.  Namber  of  W»naota  ti'  Orders  from :  tb0  differ^^  Departments' 
of  Government,  and  on  different  Funds*  have  leen  uiclisbrimipa.tely, 
taken  and  paid  by  Revenue  Officers,  without  atten<3^i\g  ,tf  the  I^Mndsj 
und  brought  t9  the  Treaaury  in  Lifu  of  Moniiejr.  1.  V.     .' 

Notes  if^ued  b;  David  Bitteniio^sei  fisqr.^  late  Treaj^nr^,  ii^. 
Interest,  etc.,  are  brought  &  passM  in  tb^  same  Mi^mexv;  .     <  .       , 

8d. 

From  loDg  Pr^etioe,  f nblidt  Creditors  have,  and  still  eontinuei 
tinder  various  pretences>  (particularly  of  getting  the  so  ealled  9f  w 
Xioan  Ezchang'd  by  the  ComptrQller  General*)  to  bring  their  Certifi- 
cates, get  them  ^nter'd  and  Interest  indors  d  on  themj  as  if  paid 
"without  getting  or  giveing  Receipts.  The  Interest  on  those,  alsO| 
is,  in  many  Instancy  received  without  pasaine  through  the  Treasuty, 
A  the  freaaui'eY  eo<istrain'd,  to  the  Injury  of  tnsny,  to  pass  it  to  the 
Credit  of  the  Officer  who  brings  them,  be  bavelng  previously  advabeT^ 
^he  Monney.  '•   *   :    «    -  .    .  .  v -..   .    i 


ifch.  .. . 
It  ifl  too  oommon  %  Thing,  without  Knowledge,  Notioe,  or  Bntrr 
9i'^  Jtenm9^f^fto  1(0^1^'  Wkr[W[if»^OiisH  ft  CertiftiefttM  with 
Beyenae  Officers  in  order  to  secure  Priority  of  Paytnenty  mi  maoj 
have  been  brought  to  me  from  distant  Parts. 

»  .  . ..  I '       1   •'  ' :        tfith. 

,  TbiNiPiiuitio»'k)l  IMscMnthM'bef^me  sogeiieralytkit  Men,  ssd 
MM»>of  {wbliekOaimciter^  will  watch  for  PefMns  brmgiDg  Moaoe; 
to  #hn^TiiMilify^*  eiihMr  eoine  with  them,  er  get  tb^  ntoftey  frosi  thes, 
•ODM  to  lb»  (Mkle,  ptesDot  Wurrants  or  Orders  drawb  <m  diftrest 
Bottds^  i|«ai«Dd'  Fi^ru^iitiMt.of  thA  |Ionn«y  biroogbt,  or  take  H 
away  again. 

'  i  have  aiiuiiif'lisfeg  vMbWl  imdre  than  onee  in-  this  Manner,  k 
kk  Order  to  obisJatfaa  3*lla&ee,  oUig'dto  oomply. 

'  These,  and  many  other  Irrepilaritys  with  which  I  am  yettanao- 
qdaintddyiiave,  in  my  Conception,  been  the  Cause  of  the  MisB-appIi- 
cations  so  generally  complained  of,  hbr  will  it  ever  be  in  my  Power 
to  E^eep  (he  Funds  separate  and  diiftiuct,  or  apply  them  as  tbej 
ought  to  be,  unless  those  Evills  aria  remedied.  It's  true  a  great 
Deal  may  be  done  to  ai^comodate;  Butt  the  Consequences  of  carrying 
those  Accomodations  too  far  is  severely  felt.  In  all  GovemmeDts, 
as  far  as  my  .Knowledge  extends,  the  Payment  of  the  civil  List  is  t 
primary  Object  of  the  Financier,  and  Funds  for  that  purpose  first 
provided. '  During  the  short  Period  I  have  been  in  Office,  Necessitj 
has  Compelled  me  to  misapply  Mohney  for  the  Support  of  Goven- 
ment,  and  depend  on  the  precaxidUs  Products  of  other  Funds  to 
replace  it.   ,i  i  r         , 

When  fche'.pohVenUon  rises,  I  shall,  without^  the  Interference  rf 

gnr  {Isrcellency  &  the  hon'ble  Board,  be  in  the  Same  disagreethli 
lemma.  Perm^  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  to  submit  the  f(at- 
going  most  respectfully  to  your  Consideration,*  and  beg  that  sock 
Order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  in  ^your  wisdom  shall  seem  w^ 
Any  Directions  tha^  I  mtij  receive  in  ConsequQUoe  shall  be  strictlj 
iSinef*ato.'  1  have  the  hcfnor  to  be,  with  isvery  Sentiment  of  Dntj 
Gratitude,  Bespeot  &9steem. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
"  and  most  humble  Serv't, 

CHklBTIAN  FEBIOfflL* 
P"!  S. — I  beg  Leave  to  accompany  this  with  a  Sketch  of  the  fk- 
Oianda  now  on  the  Treasury,  and  to  suggest  the  Necessity  of  tbe 
different  Bevenue  Officers  being  callM  on  to  bring  in  Monney. 

JndarBedt 

fieadiu  Council  Deer,  19  th,  1780.— Bead  2n4  time  Deor.  2U 
§e^.mi|^)itea  of  that  date  (or  instructions.'.  .  . 

♦  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  287. 


pA.YXD  Kjbnkxpx  TO  Prss.  MirFUN— Lahpb,  1789* 


-  JaoM  Hurtady  Saqr.,  bath  made  Applicatioii  for  a  Warrant  fof 
00  A'b  of  Land  jotning  Iiaad  of .  Geo.  Gross,  John  Hunter  anj 
Matblaa  Witlipigbty  ia  Nanr^tb  Towoshipi  in  the  Coantj  of  North* 
lUDptoPy  Ortifie4  to  be  inproted  in  May,  1749.  Hr.  Hartsall^  at 
the  tiqte  of  gi^uig  in  the  Applioation  inf^mod  me  the  sd.  Land  wa« 
part,  of  Mie  £aiida^opmmonlj  oalled  the  Dry  Landa,  which  are  elaime4 
by  U^flpia.  F^WB,  I  therefore  bad  some  Doubta  as  to  the  propriety 
of  isBgin^  a  Warranty  &  shall  be  mnch  obliged  in  havbg  the  Direction 
ofQowMsiL 
...  I  am  yr.  Exa'ya  niost  obedient^  liumble  Servt., 

DANIEIL  KENNia)Y.* 
ITSdy  Deor.  19a. 

Bead  in  Council  and  referred  to  Doctor  Oreg^,  Mr.  Edie,  and 
Mr.  Smith.  Committee's  Report — Bead  in  Council  January  2ndi 
1790,  and  adopted. 


\.  Ebpobt  dN  roREQOiNa,  1789. 

The  Commilteo  to  whom  was  refer^d  the  letter  of  David  Kennedy, 
Esqr.,  Tenpecting  an  application  for  a  Warrant  by  Jonas  Hartzel^ 
Esqr.,  of  Land  in  Northapipton  County,  commonly  called  Dry  Lands^f 
Beg  leave  to  Beport, 

^hat  it  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  business  particularly 
belongiufffo  the  Land  office,  &  that  any  direction  frorp  Council  to 
the  Land  Officer  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  Improper. 


Obsekvattons  of  John  0.  Strobbell,  on  the  Lowir  9ALr.s 

OF  SCErUYLKrLL,   1789. 

Observatious  on  the  lowers  falls  of  Schuylkill^  "to  render  them 
more  easy  navigable. 

Finding  the  geuerality  of  rivers  on  this  side  of  the  Allcgahny 
mountains,  to  form  in  the  greatest  part  of  their  course,  either  long 
bodies  of  dead  and  slow  flowing  waters,  or  rifts  and  shoals,  and  very 
frequently  rapids  and  falls,  which  render  them  more  difficult  for 
navigatioiii  than  the  rivers  in  general  are  in  the  old  countries,  the 

.  .^  »  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  287. 

t  fi»«  Pa««>  ^h  and  Vol.  III.»  p.  686. 
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greater  part  of  tbem  flowing  with  a  gentle  cnrrent,  like  <mr  great 
western  rfVers,  it  !s  not  io  expected  tKat  the  common  mode  of  nan- 
gation  can  be  advantageously  applyed  to  those  rivers,  without  the 
enormous  ezpenoe  of  a  multitude  of  locks,  as  some  partSy  for  a  di»> 
{ance  of  mileft,  are  of  such  slow  motion,  tnat  one  horse  or  tavle,  or 
iwo  men,  would  be  saffioietit  to  draw  a  boat  laden  iri%h  25  or  90 
tons,  and  other  partd  ran  so  rapid,  for  short  spaoes,  that  10  hoMM 
or  80  men  wonld  be  insufficient  to  advance  th«  same  btltdon  Agafnsl 
(he  current.  It  has  therefore  been  thought  necessary  in  attenpthig 
to  carry  a  load  a^afn^t  the  stream  of  these  eastern  rivers,  to  apply 
a  machine,  by  the  help  of  which  the  moment  of  power  nay  be  m* 
6reased,  according  to  the  opposition  that  ia  to  be  otereomey  wftboul 
having  need  to  increase  the  indensity  of  the  power.  This  laghlna 
is  humbly  proposed  to  be  two  water  wfieels,  A  two  beat  wheela,  oob- 
nected  by  one  oommon  axis,  round  which  a  rope  is  to  wind,  thai  is 
to  be  fastened  above  the  falls.  To  pass  these  rapids,  wiib  tko  com- 
plete machine,  without  manual  labour,  it  is  necessary,  that  ilio  oos- 
inon  passage  f)r  boata  should  be  5  or  6  feet  wider,  than  voold  be 
required  without  the  water  wheels.  But  where  this  space  cannot  ba 
acquired  without  great  ezpences,  a  common  narrow  passage  will 
serve,  but  then  the  water  wheels  are  to  be  taken  off  from  the  axle^ 
and  the  men  have  to  turn  the  inner  boat  wheel,  and  so  advance  a 
loaden  boat  against  the  falls,  without  requiring  a  greater  nnmber  of 
hands  than  are  at  present  employed  in  navi^tlng  an  empty  boat 
against  the  current. 

The  lowermost  or  what  is  called  the  gioat  fiilla  of  Sohaylktil, 
present  an  instance  of  these  two  modesi  to  ascend  with  or  wiUMml 
the  water  wheels. 

The  present  open  and  common  passage,  through  which  boata  and 
xafta  descend^  gives  sufficient  roon»  for  the  water  wheels  to  work  and 
advance  a  boat,*when  the  river  is  not  too  high.  But  in  thia  present 
season,  there  is  on  some  places  not  15  inches  depth  of  water,  and  in 
other  places  a  few  large  stones  and  some  projecting  rooks  obetmct 
the  passage,  these  rocks  may  be  easily  lowered,  and  the  large  atones 
removed,  but  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
£alU|  is  only  to  be  obtained,  by  oontraotkig  that  part  which  ia  neoriy 
three  times  wider,  than  what  is  necessary  for  the  paasage  of  a  wheel- 
boat  or  a  raft.  The  best  mode  of  contracting  or  deepening  thia  part 
would  be,  by  laying  a  quantity  of  stones  where  the  coarse  of  the 
water  is  to  be  obstructed,  these  stones  should  be  shaped  like  a  wedge 
of  the  thickness  from  9  to  15  inches  on  the  thickest  part,  laying  tbe 
edge  part  flat  against  the  current,  no  swell  of  water  would  move  them 
in  this  state,  and  in  time  of  freshes,  ice,  logs  and  trees  would  slide 
over  them  without  obstruction.  There  are  also  in  this  paasage  two 
sloping  rocks,  over  which  tbe  water  rushes  so  rapid,  as  to  dlmini<h 
its  depth  too  much  in  a  dry  season,  and  to  form  toO  high  waves  ic 
time  of  a  fresh ;  these  inoenvemeneles  might  be  gteaily  remedied 
by  laying  some  large  atones  of  the  same  ahapc,  aa  described  abors^ 


EHnraxi^ANZJk  Axeimns  iim        eu) 

innicditttaiy  Maud  ifta  tteph^  nwks,  fiik  Mtdd:  ptMiar  ik^: 
mpidiljF  of  ibe-  wttar,  jnd  remate  tbat  oonoATity  thai  formii  Ibo^ 
ime^>  lb}it^4heBe  toangalar  atones  fira^  and  to  formvibeni  to  bo^ 
iomloveaUe'^.tliOieiimnl,  (major  two. men  that  mH  ^Kp^  in  oUt*; 
fingatabeitriUi  ^le  piokbuiidiery  gbdaU  be  em^Tod^  to  gifa  tkem- 
their  proper  shape.  iThere  is  also  to  be  conaidcrea,  in  whalt  time  oC 
tide  tins  pinagesMl  b^iibidgabU  in.fbe  dvy  seasons,  for  if  iik  sfaiill 
onlf  btt  natigftted  at  the  time  :of  high,  va^er,  m^eh  iees  i^ovk  trill  bd 
i^eeopsarjy  tlmn.  if.  i«  sheald  be  Bftde  nftirigfible  At  any.  time  of  (hfr 
day,  , 

The  marrow  ebftnnel  throngV  wlrioh  the.  boats  ascend  in  time  of 
freshes,  is  eal  between  latge  ooeks,  aad.  is  at  piesent  iik  some  peft» 
too  narnyw^at  othen  too  rapid^  kad  aJt  the  upper  part  too  shallow  foe 
navigation  Ihese  impedimente  might. be  removed  in  deepiening  ite 
bed  at  the  head,  which  far  the  length  of  near  two  hundred  feet,  apr. 
peaks  to  bei  obstsooUd  jaostly  by  ]i^  stones,  the  parte  which  are  toa 
UKmom,  Bftight  be  widened  with  yety  few  blasts  of  gnnpewder,  bnt 
to«.pr4vent  its  sndden  desoeat  and  rapidity  below  the  narrows,  theke- 
itohfaiahoiihi  berjaised  with  large  flat  atones,  which  are  very  near 
at  hand,  and  thus  the  gradual  descend  of  the  water  might  be  extent 
dad,  frstt  the  bsad  to  the  tail  of  that  chailinel,  for  the  lengtb  of  near 
560  &0t.  To  psavent  the  both  ehannels  fsom  introding  upon  each; 
othuei^'tbe  stone  wall,  which  sepaniitea  them  at  present,. ehould  be! 
Bfeore.oIasei.lBghar  and  odTered  with  Ia«ge  flat  stoned. 

Here  fs  to  be  observed,  that  accordiog  to  the  bydrosta^  laws^  % 
onrrent,  snob  as  the  l^twer  falls  of  Sqhuylkillj  running  down  an  in- 
clined plane  of  5  feet  high  and  300  or  400  feet  iong,  when  shallow, 
so  as  not  to  be  above  2  or  8  feet  deep,  having  a  rough  bottom,  will 
not  move  with  the  force  and  rapidity,  which  it  would  have,  if  it 
would  move  over  a  smooth  indiz^  plane  of  the  same  hcighth  and 
length ;  for  as  the  lower  water  at  the  bottom  is  retarded  by  the 
roughnesses  in  its  channel,  and  that  communicates  with  the  water 
imme^ately  above  it  at  the  sur&oe,  their  both  velocilles  come  near 
to  an  ecjuality.  But  when  the  surface  is  raised  by  a  fresh,  so  as  to 
be  6  or  mere  feet  above  the  bottom,  then  the  water -at  the  surface 
and  that  at  the  bottom  do  not  intermix  so  often,  and  the  snrfiide 
wilLntt  with  near  the  same  force  and  rapidity  as  if  it  fell  isunedi- 
ately  fieom  a  &  feet  perpendicular  height.  This  case  will  render  ther 
channel  iqApassaUefor  a  leaden  wheel  boat,  for  it  would  require  toa 
thick  a  rape  to  hold  it,  it  would  be  in  danger  of  filling  during  its 
dow  passage  through  the  waves,  or  its  head  might  be  hurried  under 
water. 

In  this  state  of  the  broad  channel,  the  narrow  channel  should  be 
passablcL  This  might  best  be  efiiactod  by  leaving  its  bed  from  10  to 
20  inches  higher,  than  the  bed  of  the  broad  channel,  this  may  save 
the  expellees  of  deepeinng  it,  and  will  give  it  less  rapidity  in  time  of 
freshes,  this  channel  will  have  several  angles,  which  will  break  its 
vol0si(|y^  likewise,  it.  may  be  left  rough  at  the  bottovi;  which  will 

28* 


0U         wBatssmNAsuL  AAeEfraa  ink 

Ab  dlflifiihli  the  ftrce'of  Hm'tmrm^  \ki  Ife  fMnoi^al  i 
frotti  beooming  too  nfid,  is  tbe  stoUi  of  it  no  Iwtigv  raiks, 
whiefa  tke  water  ban  to  pan  at  tbe  bead  of  tbie  obaaqal,  ikeae  tmm 
robke  TendmHiig  tbe  ^osbage  ntanow^  vill  adoah  no  to^ie  «aaar  thaa 
what  may  be  lutvigafefd  witb  a  kAdes  beat^  by  h^  of  tbe  iulf  of 
Htke  aaacbise. 

In  the  exoentioH  of  tbie  pko,  it  would,  bo  nloai  advnatageoiBv  Co 
bave  at  dm  begraning  but  wy  feil  feraons  employed  a^dlo  Mfajeol 
Aetn  under  tbe  iuAaaediate  inapeoiaoo  and  diieetbin  ef  o  fenporvioor, 
wbo  sbonld  not  only  be  acquainted  witb  tbe  meebanio  and  hydrostataa 
laws,  but  be  ebonld  aieo  bavte  a  pracfiBal  Mn^wiedge  of  ^oairying 
atottOB,  be  sboald  be  aoqnainted  with  the  diffeioiit  aaAaro  tf  tho 
varions  kinds  of  atooeB,  that  be  nigbt  be  aetaally  ^^teotiog  asi 
flbowing  to  BMinage  and  break  them  to  tbe  beet  adTB^tage^  When 
be  finda  one  band  or  another  to  be  diooila,  and  able  to  So  Us  weric 
witboat  tbe  eonetaot  preaenoe  of  the  direetor,  be  may  ghre  osok  o 
man  two  or  three  bands  to' help,  and  be  dirteted  agaiA  by  bivi,  \ 
this  manner,  the  number  of  hands  may  bo  gtadnally  ine 
cording  to  the  qnantity  of  woik  that  ia  to  be  dose  in  a 
of  time. 

To  reserte  a  eboioe  for  the  moat  capable  and  ntoo 
perrisor,  none  whose  skiU  is  to  be  tryed,  ihotdd  bei^pointed  for  any 
certain  timoi  nor  have  a  eevtam  lakty  aftzed  folr  bim,  bal  aeMwdiag 
to  bis  merits,  which  will  abow  itself  fisom  time  to  tiflie  ahosUl  bo  v» 
Warded  and  eontinned* 

This  ia  Ae  humble  opinion  of 

JOHN  0«  STBOEBEJL 


A&Ex*B  Hahicton,  Seo.  TBjuafTj,  TO  I^s<  Miinim,  17S9. 

Treasury  DeparWent|  31st  Jho'r,  17&d. 
Sifi 

I  ba^e  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  SStb  inataot^  ineloniag  ooo 
to  yon  from  the  Oomptroller  Oeneval  of  yoir  fitole.  I  oao  ooij 
regret,  that  my  delay  has  aocnted*  and  take  it  for  gteotod^  tboft  tbe 
bneiness  will  receive  all  the  dispatob  wbieh  may  be  praolieoblo. 

I  shall  be  sorry  if  any  inoonvenieaee  results  to  tbo  ybiie 
Creditors  of  your  state  from  the  cessation  of  the  payment  of  Indeola 
within  the  Stote  -,  bnt  I  eonsSdered  mj^self  as  geSng  Tory  Ibr  when 
I  determined  to  continue  such  a  number  of  officers  at  tbe  |mbiis 
expeneo,  perhaps  in  strietnesB,  without  Authority,  for  tbe  soAo  par- 
pose  of  paying  indents,  cTen  to  the  end  of  tbe  prawBi  year, 
especially,  as  so  mueh  time  had  elapsed,  during  wfaieb  tbo  Orediton 
might  have  aToiied  tfaemselfea  of  the  pto?aaioii.    I  will  onlry  »dd, 


MBfiraaaiV'janik  MumuMJmi^i        m^ 

thftt  the  exebuxigiBg  of  old  oertitotet  for  new  OQeSi  and  (lajiiig  of 
Indents  at  the  Tfewnry  Will  go  on  te  he^tofbdre. 

1  hate  the  honor  to  be,  ^    .      ^ 

With  ^gteat  reepeet,  Syr,  ^    ^.         .,/'.:.;,' 
;  ^itrobedt.  nule.' oefTt.|    *  '- *•'  ^ 

'/'•   /     ..*  .  Sec'y  of  th<}  $rea.*    .' 

Directectf  ...  r  ./,••.•.  • 

£(14  EweUfinoy,  Thoa,  Mifflip,  Ssq, .  ■".i .  '        . 


i 


K>tt    «*M'««t» 


»#  • 


In  Pttt8ti«nc^  of  a^  amettent^l^etweto  iSm'  tJnited  States  ft  Ae 
State  of  Pefonsylvktiia  rot  the  T^et  of  Land  eontafoM  fa  the 
hyterral  between  a  Bferidian  Lrne  rtin  fyetweeti  Lake  £rie  mii  the' 
State  of  Penndylv^tnfa,  aurd  the  Bovttdaf^  of  the  States  of  New 
Tbrk  atod  JHassaehtisettii.  at  the  rate  of  three-foorflie  of  a  I>oIhir 

e!t  Aere,  ptkjitbh  in  &ola  or  SBrer,  <ir  in  pnUfe  seenritlts  dT  th^ 
"rited  i^tates^  bearrag  Interest  when  the  qnantfty  is  ascertain^  by 
acfMal  Snttey.  'lit  the  mannerprescribed  by  a  Resolijitfon  of* 
Coi:rgi^e^  of  the  Ttfr  ^f  Jnne,  ITro.  An  Act  of  the  L$gishctare' 
of  Peknis^  passed  the  for  €6inplealing  tibe  -said  pnrefaase,  now 

that  the  Survey  hath  been  so  made  and  returned,  and  in  nttne  of 
authority  from  his  ezeeUeoey  tk4  'Governor'  ef  Beansy'a  to  me  to 
state  and  adjust  thefteqftuiit.^.  Ike.fiwi  lo  bs  paid  by  the  State  aa 
aforssaid. 

I  state  the  Acoount  I'oIIowingy  vis«y 

The  CommonwealtK  ofPentCa  To  the  United  SUU^,  I)r< 

For  the  purehase  money  of  the  Territory  &  Traot  of  Land  bowflM 
9m1Q^^^mf  vaft.»0|k  tbeS^iitb  tqr  aLiMlatelyVaik  fttr  ii)e  Norihom 
boundary  of  Pennsy'a  agreeable  to  Qrigifial  Ckanter^  PW  tb«  Wasf^ 
and  North  by  Lake  Erie,  and  on  the  East  by  a  line  which  divides 
the  said  territory  from  the  Siate  of.  New  York,  of  whioh  Traot  a 
anrvey  and  Return  hath  been  made  and  returned  into  the  office  of 
thtf  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  acQOsdiM  to  Hcsotation  pf  Oongiiess^ 
wheMby  tbe  same  is  found  to  contain  1202487  acres,  which  aclthi^ 
of  a  DoU'r  per  Acre  pavablaacoordinj^  to  the  terms  of  the  Conirao^ 
in  Certificates  of  the  l)ebt  of  the  United  Stat^  1>eari&ff  aq  Annual 

Interast  of  H  per  Centum  is  *  - 151^64(^  tieli'rs. 

Signed, 

JNO.  UIOBOlfiON* 

fa  behalf  of  Peftft'a. 

•  «se<M.  Bee.,  Vol.  tVly  p.  IM, 


Oentlemen,  ,*•  -   * 

Agreeably  to  a  OoDtoofc  j&ide  wiih  joiy:  Hon'ble  Board  in  Sept 
1780, 1  have.psQoepded  to  open  the  fioad  from  Frankatown  in  Han- 
tiDgdon  Coupty  to  the  Month  of  Black  Lick  in  Weatmoreland  Gonntj 
ft  bating  conipleated  the  Same  aa  will  appear  by  the  Inoloqed  Ce^ 
tifieatea,  take  tlie  liberty  of  requesting  a  perfomtaiioe  of  the  Contract 
I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  yoor  Hon'ble  Board  tliat  at  tiie  tine  I 
undertook  this  Bnaineaa  it  was  with  a  full  convietion  that  the  dis- 
tanoe  waa  no  more  than  forty  tbcea  milea  agreeably  to  the  Dranj^t 
made  by  the  Gom'rs.  appointed  to  lay  out  the  Road.  W  bereaa  the  nal 
Diata|io»pea«ured  a(W  Compl^i^gxtbe  Bunneaa  (die  Chidn  oanien 
being  previously  Sworn)  is  fifty  four  Miles,  ft  the  Com'rs  in  Surrey- 
ini^  the  JEload  ^tec  Burning  Se?«nU  (different.  nowMS  laid  4offn  ths 
draught  in  a  straight  liue/rom  the  first  to  the  last  which  will  ajqietr 
by  A  ocfflv  of  the  field  ^<^  oj^tained  from  Mr.,Hariia  one  of  the  said 
(^v^Tfd^  heiewith  tpfsif^smitteijp  I  was  eois^quently  Obliged  at  a  oqdp 
sifderable  ^pen^e  to  da  what  they  have  alrea^J  been  paid  for  in 
addition  to  t^  ^zp^pqd  qf  Ciearioc  the  Boid  .eleyen  Mile  iurtlMr 
then  I  bad.  mj  14^  of  when  I  m»fi»  the  Contreqt,  Confident  of  the 
jp^tioe  of  your.  H^n'ble  Boford,  X  appeal  to  it  On  ti^is  OccasioD,  Should 
ainr  furtber  Infpmiation  oq  the.Sitlueot  h^  deei^e^  necessary  I  will 
I^^PBI  io  Wi^V  ^^  before  yoo.  (vr  a^y  pon^ittee  appointed  for  that 
pqrpascU'  .,   . 

.  ;  v!r'   ,1     .    I  hiive.tbe  Hen<v  to  be  your 
- '  -  '.        Ex^eHeneyftObutitirs  most 

Obedient  &  Humble  Servant 

\    '  .       KOBERT  GALBRAITH.* 

Jatiy.  4th;lT90; 

'"His  BzoelUuey  the*  Premdentft  the  Stfpt^me  Bxe^tive  of  ibs 
Ooumonwe«kh' of  PbAnqrlvaniflt. 


TvsjMl  Notes  of  Boad  jrom  Feankstown  to  Comemach^  1787. 

Ileld  notes. of  a  road  laid  out  from  Franks  town  to  the  river  Conemsch 
August  1787.  BeeinDiDg  at  a  Buttouwood  on  the  Brauch  of 
Juniatta  bear  Dan.  ift'us'  thence  S*.  67  W.  102  to  a  W.  A.,  S.  88 
W.  110;  S.  76  J  W.  707  to  a  W.  A..  S.  82  W.  136;  N.  77  W.  206 
8.  P.  A.,  thenoe  up  near  Bkirs  tun  if.  55,  W.  68 :  west  22,  ^,  60, 
W../Wa,  Nt  W,  W;  MO,  N.  80,  W.  820  to  a  Beech,  N.  70,  W  210, 


Ni  W,  W-  OH  9.  82,  W.  100,  N-  50,rtW.  18^,  N^  25,  W.iQie  1^ 
Sewh  ou  the  top  pf  Allegany  Momttaio,  N.  77,  W.  44,  S.  74.  W^ 
140,  N.  45,  W.  60  to  a  branoh  of  Clear^eld,  150  [?]  tp  a^  Ash,  S.  S7^ 
W.  140,  a  aO|  W.  2d0  to  a  Beech  at  HobmsoDs  improTement,  west 
20,  W.  60,  W.  80,  N.'60,  W.  106,  N.  74,  W.  260  to  a  Sugar  tree] 
the  ikai  iem  Uoei^  t6  be  straighted,  the  bearing  &  DIbI.  is  N.  70,  W. 
512,  to  a  Sogar  tree  west  40  [N.  70  W.  80,  8.  32,  W.  120]  the  two 
lastoonrsea  to  be  made  one  S.  88,  WT  86  to  a  Beech  (say  S.  58,  W.)  N. 
58,  W.  62  a  Spmoe,  S.  32*,  W.  96  a  8a«ar  tree,  Sontb  120  a  Beech,  S. 
38,  W.  90, 8. 25,  W.  40  to  a  Maple,  S.  10,  W.  114  Beech,  South  28, 
S.  20^  W.  114»  S«^2,  W.  36  to  an  Ash,  N.  25,  W.  40  toa  Beech  oyer 
iJhe  D^rth  Branch  of  Oooewach  above  the  Gr^at  Blk-Lick,  S.  65,  117* 
42  Cherry  tree,  N.  85^  W.  I4O  Beech,  8.  75,  W.  140  to  a  aroall. 
branch  of  Gonnemach  running  Sonth'wd  6^0  to  i|  Gh\  y(.  550. 
SugartreOi  N.  65,  W.  l60  to  another  small  branch  of  Gonnemach.. 
880  to  a  Beech  [N.  45,  W.  628,  8.  55,  W.  160  to  ^  Red  A.,  the! 
last  two  courses  to  be  made  one  viz.— N.  58.J,  W.  67o  to  a  E,ea  A.,; 
west  200  to  a  small  branch  of  Gonnemach,  600  to  a  W.  A.  on  ^he 
top  of  Laurel  Hilars.  55  W.  230,  South  154,]  these  two  to  be  one,' 
call  it  3.  84,- Wv  84i),  there  appears  to  be  a  long  Gourse  omitted,  8. 
48,  W.  160  to  a  P.  A.,  N.  75,  W.  40  to  a  Maple  N.  59,  W.  224 
W.  A.,  N.  82,  W.  30  to  a  Ghesnut,  N.  63,  W.  191  to  a  W.  A.,  the 
laflf  «DMe  is  ii#t  marked  from  iher  Ol^stilano  the  W.  A.;  0. 81,  W. 
iM  f6-«  B.  A.,  N.  ao,  W.  156  lo^a  8.  P,  A.  [N.  80^  W;  84,  N,  28; 
W.  14]  ibese  two  make  one  f  ia.  N.  72,  W«  91,  N.  11>  W;  82,  W-  A. 
Ni  §0  W*  m,  N.  85,  W.  182  Ky  a  W.  A.  [N.  78,  W.  164,  N,  17^ 
K.  28,  to  •  W.  A.]  N.  64,  W/  164,  make  the  last  two  oii^rN.  65; 
W.  66,.  8.  61,  W.  122,  N.  79,  W  116^8.  85,  W.  160-over  aamaH 
bnutesb  of  B..'I>,.S.  70,  W;  92  to  a  Gh't]  make  the  last  five  courses 
S.  84,  W.  520,  one  west 52  toa  Gh't[N.  80, W.  182,  8.  81,  W.80, 
S.  67,  W.  146,]  the  last  three^Oo  beonade  one,  N.  83  W.  370,  N. 
80,  W.  118  to  a  B.  A.  8.  70,  W.  93,  N.  72,  W,  300,  8.  85,  W.  230 
S.  85^  W<  4&,  &  75^  W.  92  to  a  B.  A.,  8.  88,  W<  344  to  a  Gh.  A. 
S.  82,  W.  168  to  a  W.  A.,  8.  72,  W.  223  there  is  several  short 
CoQlMMIopaJLtted  here  to  a  W.  A.,  8.  58,  W.  80  to  a  W.  A.  at  the 
round  top  N.  68,  W.  308  to  a  W.  A.  in  Stewarts  field  the  last  lloe^ 
sbi  mttkedin  the  woods,  I^.  75,  W.  150  to  e.  Wsdnqt^  &  77,  W.  44 
Ws  P*  A.>  N.  71,  W.  80  W.  A.,  8.  80,  W,  228  B.  A.,  8.  66,  W. 
260  B.  A.,  N.  78,  W.  248  to  a  W.  A.  on  the  Bm^^  of  Qgai^maalr 
«iio«i  4A  ijeioher  abowl  (be  noaih  of  Blaek  Uck. 


CEB,TinQAT%  No.  1..  ^  , 

We  do  Gertify  ^t  we  have  travelled  the  new  Road  Opened  by. 
Sob^ert  Qalbraith  from  Frankstown  0?er^lleg^ny  Mountaia  &,ft)und; 
it  wpU.ftniflhed  both.^  to.  digging  &,Bri^gip^.&  was  in  Company ^ 


^llr  %  Waggon  irhp  CtoAaed'the  tatsnaiiik  wfib-iiis  ft  fbim^  no  dilB- 
oalty,  Bvit  seemed  to  go  6Ter  wHh  easd.  Wittiese  Ottr  H«iid$  tbis 
a4th,  Day  of  Novembet  178*^. 

JAMES  K  ARK. 

i)ANusL  mua 


No.  2. 

I  Do  Certify  H&t  I  h^vb  Tratelted  tbe  Kew  Road  ap^ei  Bj 
;^i)art  Oalbratli,  £d<).,  iVdm  JPraukstovn  tjo  CoDomaoglij  hnd  fonod 
it  sttftciently  opened,  atid  found  the  Dl^g  and  BridsfngjCiynipIeatlj 
finished  wtate  it  was  Nesatv  and  Likewise  Drove  My  Waggon  witk 
iipwardd  of  twenty  Hnndred  oVe^tbe  Aleganv  Moontaina  with  Baat 
Nor  Did  I  find  any  di&sulty  in  any  Pafts  or  the  Road  00  far  aa  I 
had  ocaaion  To  travel  H.  Witnesa  My  Hand  this  Thirtjeth  Day 
of  Novenaber  1789. 

MIC'L  M'CmiREL 
No.  8., 

I  Do  kereby  t>Brllfy  that  I  bava  traveldd  tb^  Now  BMd  o^emd 
^y  Rdb«i  OalbMatk,  Baqr<,  ttim  GDO^magh  io  VSr^nka  Town  mi 
has  fi)|U]id  it  lofteieUt^  opaoed  dj^'d  and  Bridg'd a»  Unal  bcatBt* 
Wtgobs  mkf  pMa Md x^pgn^,  4m%  wagon.I  hwe  aeeu  Uwt  bad  ouh 
firoBi  Fmnkatrnm  to  tbe  want  aide  of  U^ni  HUl  avd  bvaid  no  Cooi- 
pUnto.    Qi^atl  nndei:  my  batid  thia  fifit  day  of  D^^ambar  1789. 

JOS£PH  Id'OABTNCF. 


HoyMMtSXBL  QtSlAAMi  TO  PEfeSID&NV  MlTF&Ur^   lYSO. 

Gomptr.  Genlfli  CMioe^  Jaiy.  711^  1?M. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  Ae  perusal  of  the  letter  of  %ba  SUt  iria^,  ai> 
dressed  t&  jonr  Ezeellemsy  by  Che  Honorable  the  SeofatMjr  <rf  aba 
TrNumy  of  the  tlftUed  Statea. 

As  that  part  which  relates  io-lba  (save ^  iidenti  f«Nr  inimtai  ai 

,  eertified  debta  of  the  United  States  nntill  the  end  of  the  jmr  1787, 

affeota  the  interest  of  this  State  and  the  Oitiaens  thereof  Taty 

materially,  I  beg  leave  to  address  your  Excellency  and  tbe  HonUe. 

the  Executive  Council,  oa  tbe  B«li|aot 

First,  with  respect  to  the  expedtenejf  of  the  measure  of  ooDthiiiiBf 
to  pay  interest  in  the  several  States,  the  Secretary  appean  from  bit 
letter  not  to  be  acquaiBted  with  the  real  altaatioa  of  this  State  md 
the  pciblic  Oreditora  tberein.    Gnder  ^  Act  paaaed  tn  Maroh,  17§^ 


pawtettriMtA  AAcHivBs  1790. '       e» 

Mhdfed  Aetn  0a  liiaii  t^  Uiis  States  tftiktng  tfa^  paper  of  th!i)  Oom-' 
iimii»«iith  Itf  l]«li  Mi«m^;  As  sObtL  M  this  SiHte  6cmRI  (arad  if  the 
hhltofy  of  ftbkl^iiiJtiMs  i»  Iboked  bndk  upc^n,  ft  will  b&  found  that' 
impedlmdnta  welre  thl^WB  iti  th6  way  thereof  "b^  iht  Vbwi  df 
TrensHry  tiiider  the  form^  gov^ram^t  of  the  IThited  Stttteef)  t  say^ 
88  tioOti  a*  the  Loan  Oftbef  vcfuld  cotntneDte  the  pajmept  of  Indecta' 
^  ihe  Scale;  I  firniriied  him  with  Oetiiflcafea  upon  whieh  lie  Wet^ 
entitled  to  yeei6iV«  intiveet,  aisd  evet'sitice  have  contii^tied  f^otn  time 
te  feitne  to  keei^  Mtbe  itif  hiis  fatodi  ibr  that  pttrpbse,  and  at  present' 
be  hal&  a  eoneidmtble  iinmbet  ye«  unfftaiahed;  kliW  the  interest  yet 
Fanaliie  un^d  ofM  •ameh  h  ^jfiatttity  ^  irfaat  ate  in  my  posaession, 
as  I  believe  would  ooeopy  Eighteen  tnonths  or  two  yeard  of  an  Offi-' 
eer  with  one  or  two  Clerks  busily  employed  tiMtein  aioM  ibr  that 
period  of  timoi  therefore  no  delay  or  indifiiei«iteis  k^  happened  on 
the  part  of  the  State.  And  on  the  part  of  the  publio  Creditors,  it 
was  not  nntill  Maroh|  last,  that  their  Certificates  could  by  lav  be 
retamed  to  thetn,  and  when  thai  Act  passed  they  were  yet  entitled 
to  reci^iTe  more  iateiteet  from  the  States  upon  the  State  Certifioajtes 
they  held|  and  this  operated  as  a  powerfol  motive  Witb  them  to  re- 
tain them  nntill  they  had  obtained  from  the  State  all  thi^t  thegi  , 
could  ^  so  that  it  was  not  nntill  the  elose  of  OetDber,  or  the  mx|9 th 
of  November/  that  the  individuals  pressed  to  exchange  and  take 
back  their  Certificates  of  the  United  States ;  since  that,  wi^enever 
Mr.  Smith  has  had  Indents,  they  have  not  omitted  to  avair  them- 
Belves  of  the  provision.  If,  as  they  come  to  settle  with  me,  they 
oannot  draw  the  mitities  from  the  United;  Slater,  the  greater  pari 
of  origmal  Creditors,  especially  from  the  Country,  will  be  unable  to 
raiflo  money  or  possess  themselves  of  them  at  all.  It  is  in  vain  to 
saj  they  magr  have  them  at  ^ew  Yo^rkf  the  ozpences  of  a  Journey 
for  them,  Witb  th^  loss  of  time,  would  amount  to  mora,  in  m^njr 
istmeti^  than  the  value  of  the  whol^  of  the  interelt. 

If  tnese  observations  are  true,  it  will  be  impolitfcfn  Atf  Lejpda*! 
ture  of  the  Union  to  abolish  the  Loan  Office  ift  tbie  Slate^  M  leas* 
jEor  some  length  of  time  to  ceme«  The  busineis^  if  it  ia  to  he  done 
at  all,  will  occupy  the  same  length  of  time  in  jo»e  plaoe  as  (motber^ 
and  the  most  convenient  to  the  State  or  te  the  people  should  oer*. 
tainly  be  preferred. 

Id  the  next  place,  t  should  conceive  that  according  %o  A^ 
diatribution  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Qo^mment,  it  is 
out'  of  the  province  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union;  or  any  branch 
thereof  to  continvie  or  abolish  offiees  at  pleasure.  The  Secretary 
aeeiSB  to  think  the  lioitq  OflceiQ  have  been  continued  by  him,  bnt 
I  think  they  have  owed  their  Continuance  as  well  as  the  Goaaisi 
aioners  of  the  General  Board  of  AcoouBt%  and  other  offioera  of  the 
United  States  in  virtue  of  their  former  appointments  under  the  late 
CoDgress.  The  Loan  Officers  continued  and  acted  unde^  the  present 
form  of  generttl  gevertiment  belfiore  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


^,      pwfipYiiVAJPA .  Awtfnsm  jt»  . 

im  appoinled ;  aqd  I  tWY  il?  is  »  priodple  i|g»dd  to  gmetdljr  uA 

recompiled  bj  the  General  LegiBla^orei  that  the  ti^ja^  and  if  the 
Qther  aQt%  tlie  appointmenta  q(  the  late  OatuffmB  are  in  foroa  under 
die  present  Oovernin^nt  of  the  United  States  uiitUl  alttfied  by  thorn 
to  whose  braooh  it  belongs  in  the  distribnUon  of  the  powers  by  tbe 
Constitution  thereof  Nothing  but  the  truth  of  this  pooition  and 
the  oKeroise  of  it,  would  justify  the  emitting  js  paper  niedioia  on  the 
if^th  of  the  United  States^  and  paying  the  interest  on  the  debto  of 
tjbe.  tJnio99  which  acts. of  sovereignty  most  al^o  b^  #^tribn(^  to  the 
Secretary^  if  the  Iioan  Officers-  |^  whoi^:  tbe  Indents  .have  baeR 
issued  and  the  interest  paid  out  under  his  authority  onlyr  If  one 
part  of  the  OrdiI^(nce  of  Congress  ceases  to. have  oneratton  onder  the 
present  Oovernmenti  so  will  another. 
.  I  hnve  the  hciior  to  be, 

with  high  respect  Sir^ 

your  most  obed.,  * 

.very  humble  servant, 

.     JJSO.  NI0HOL8ON* 
JMUlury^th,  1790. 

•  His  Bxccndney,  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esqr.|  President  in  Council. 


B.  BnoDHSAD.  S.  0.,toPkbs.  Mtftlik— DsathofOsitl.  Potto, 

1790; 
«*  •  • 

Surveyor  OesTls  Office,  Jany.  11th,  1789.t 

asr, 

The  District  No.  6  in  the  New  Purchase  is  become  vac^t  by  the 
demise  of  Oen'l  Potter,  and  Mr.  Robert  Galbralth  has  been  Tecom- 
jftended  to  me  as  a  suitable  person  to  do  the  surveying  in  it. 

It  is  neoessary  that  a  Deputy  should  now  be  appointed  to  whom 
persons  ha^ng  rights  therein  may  apply  (snd  no  application  Imving 
Men  made  by  any  of  the  dccedants  family)  I  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend  Mr.  (talbraith  to  the  Honorable  the  supreme  ExecntiTe 
OonnoM. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  perfect  respect, 

youf  obed.  Serv't, 

DANIEL  BaODHSAD  8.  O. 

Directly 

His  Bzcellency  the  President  in  Council. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  262*4{« 

t  Should  be  1790— See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XVI-,  pp.  26d^  2fi& 


T.  McEXAK  AW  Qm.  LAHMtR  90  Pu0,  MmxiN,  1790. 

Philadelphia  January  18th^  1700. 
Sir, 

Mf«  James  Potter,  ion  of  General  Potter  deteasec^  applies  to  ypnr 
EzcelleDcj  and  CouDoil  for  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Sarvejor  of 
the  district  in  the  new  purchase,  which  was  held  bjr  bis  father.  As 
this  joang  Gentlemen  executed  most  of  the  business  in  his  father'a 
lifetime,  and  knows  the  several  tracts  which  haVe  been  survejed,  we 
humblj  conceive  it  would  be  for  the  public  advantage  should  he  be 
appointed  tp  this  offioa;  all  interfering  surveys  might  thereby  be 
prevented^  and  of  course  many  controversies  among  the  people  havin||[ 
ifarrants  Uiere  avoided. 

We  beg  leave,  Sir,'  to  recomn^end  Mr.  t'otter  as  a  person  well 
qualified  for  the  station  he  solicits.  He  wrotis  to  its  ot  this  subject 
on  the  10th  of  last  ittoatti,  but  by  iofti6  wMMoonntable  delay  bis 
letters 'did  DO^  oomt  to  hand  until  this  week,  otherwise  we  flatter 
ourselves  there  would  have  been  no  embarrassment  in  the  aflair« 
Mr.  McKean  incloses  the  Lr.  he  has  reoeived  on  the  occasion. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  with 

great  regard  your  Exoellency'a  &  the 

CouncM's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
THO.  McKEAN, 
birected,  GEO.  LATIMBB. 

.  fiis  Excellency.  Thomas  Miffiln>  Es^. .  "  .    . 


.  ..jAMjial^OTTia  to  Oaua' Justice  Mclf[jB4jf>  1790.    /      . 

Penn'8Va%iPjthDeo.''t78Dw  .: 
The  H9n1^le  Thomatr  McKefiQi  Esq.| 
Sir,  .    /      ^  ^ 

[Doubtless  before  you  receive  this  jou  will  have  heard  of  the  death, 
of  my  Father — The  district  in  the  new  purchase  for  which  be-waa 
surveyor  wiU  of  Course  be  vacant — I  presume  that  from  my  Know-, 
ledge  of  that  Country  &  Experience  in  the  survevin^  Business  if  I 
was  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  the  district  I  could  do  the  Businesa^ 
as  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public  as  any  other  man — My  ego! 
&  close  Confinement  at  Home  have  prevented  py  being  able  to.  make, 
many  Friends  in  Philadelphia  &  my  situation  renders  it  impossible, 
for  me  to  go  there  at  present — I  must  therefore  sir,  presume  so  far 
on  your  goodness  as  to  solicit  your  Interest  in  obtainiog  me  this 
appointment.  I  flatter  myself  1  shall  merit  your  approbation  &  give 
general  satisfaction  in  the  Discharge  of*  the  omee*r^your  attentton  air 
in  this  affair  will  lay  lasting  (^l^ligations  on  your  Friend  &  most  obed.  svt 

JAMES  POTTER, 


S.  Brodbsad  to  Pmb  MnrvuNy  ITdO*^ 

Survcjor  Geu'ls  office,  Jtuj  13th,  1790. 

SiDoe  I  bad  the  Honor -'of  rccom mending  Mr.  Galbraith  fortbe 
flistriet  of  late  Oeneral  Potter,  his  s6n  waited  upon  me  &  reqaeated 
that,  as  he  had"  done  the  greatest  paHof  the  business  in  that  district, 
he  might  succeed  his  Father  in  the  Deputation.  Had  Mr.  Potter 
applied  earlier  or  even  sljgnified  to  any  of  his  Friends,  a  wish  to  have 
the  District,  he  would  have  had  a  preference.  But  as  the  recommen- 
dation of  Mr.  Galbraith  is  now  before  the'  Honorable  the  supreme 
Executive  Council,  I  conceive  that  any  other  step  than  what  I  now 
take  would  be  improper,  with  the  advice  of  that  Honorable  Board. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect 

reapeot  Sir,  your  dioat  obed't  Servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD  8.  O. 


KssKmAiiON  OF  Nathan  S[inqslsy^  Justice  ov  Pbagb,  1790l 

To  hiB  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  ExecatiTe  Oom* 

cii  ef  the  OodimoDwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nathan  Kingsley,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  oommisstoiied  om 
of  the  judges  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  &  Common  Pleas  fisr 
the  County  aforesaid,  finding  iilmpracticable  many  times,  by  reasn 
of  high  water,  to  attend  Courts,  and  living  sixty  miles  from  the 
County  Town,  joined  to  the  smallness  of  the  fees  allowed  him  in  this 
behalf,  is  obliged,  from  necessity,  to  inform  Council  that  he  cannot 
in  future  serve  in  his  aforementioned  capacity.  Were  Ida  abode 
nearer  than  what  it  is  at  present  to  the  County  Town,  he  would  not 
think  of  resigning  his  offiqe,  but  would  continue  in  it  with'pleaaare  and 
satibfaction.  The  fall  and  Spring  sessions  happen  at  a  time  Hi  which 
the  Waters  are  high,  and  of  consequence  make  his  traveling  not  otily 
expensive,  but  very  difficult  &  dangerous.  The  time  of  atten^fing, 
coming  to  and  returning  from  Courts,  takes  up  so  considerable  a  part 
of  the  seasons  of  Summer  and  fall,  that  he  is  obliged  to  neglect  his 
agricultural  pursuits,  to  the  singular  injury  of  his  intrist  From 
these  considerations,  he  desires  Council  to  accept  his  resignation  and 
take  such  other  Order  in  directing  the  choice  of  another  Judge  in 
his  District  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

NATHAN  KINGSLEY.* 
,  Wilk^barre,  Jan'y  14, 1790. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  269. 


p..  BjeiqdhsaD;  Stjbyst(»i  G^njsbal»  to  )?aes.  UmFLtSf  17.90. 
Surveyor  Gen'ls  Office,  Jan'j  20th,  1790.   ' 

Sir,  ■'"..,.:.  '  /  .,1 

I  have  appointed  Mr.  James  hotter,  deputy  Surveyor  of  Ksfribi 
number  riz,  in  the  new  Purchase  beodme  vacant  by  the  death  of  his 
Father,  aMnlfinii  hk  appaiiitqpieail  for  the  approbation  of  the  Su- 
preipei£3fecoti«;e  Couneii. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir,  ;\ 

.!  your  moBt  obed't  S^i;  I  . 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD,  8:  G  *  •'* 
Directed^ 

r  fl  IB  Exc^Uencj^  tlfe  I^reaid^nt  in  Counail.  ?    .      - 

r 


Pees.  Mifflin  to  Sec'y  of  Treastjet  U.  S.,  1790. 

Philada.,  26th  JanV,  1790. 
Sir,''      '         :'        ••  ^       '  . 

^  I.4o  n^yself  ^he  Honor  to  transmit  to  you  4-  Statement  of  tW 
public  Debt  of  Pennsylvania,  &  of  the  Fund  provided  for  the'  piy- 
ment  thereof,  ksTequir<(d  by  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stateiif 
dftlie'2lstSept.  last:t  '     '        '"    r 

' '  An  Account  of  ther  LoAtf  Offlcef  Certificatee  i  otb^r  public  Siecu-: 
rities  of  tKe  United  States  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Sute,  wiH  W 
transmitted  in  a  short  ifnie;  '  "•  -^  ...:... 

7  &ave  file  Honor  to  be, 
^    '  '    {Pritb  perfeot  Esteem,  Sir,  yr.  obt.  SerVt, 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 


Capt.  John  P.  Sohotx  to  Executive  Council,  176o. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
G^tliemen :  ,         -    . 

Y^u  have  bee«  pleased  io  astabliah  a  Tro^op  of  light  Dragoons  fpt{ 
tbia  Oounty,  and  haFe  QomiPIBsioQed  ma  tp  Cpv^o^d  thesapieft 
bot  i«  tbe  iOouQ^y  is  boi^  jp!<¥>r  yiajb,  \\ix^  .Fl)<l..X!|gtKe4.  to  aery^  i^j 

*  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p,  2*6,  257,  268,  261. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI^  pp^  ^d5--6. 


Ml  MMMnrirAirtA  A.»0B»1ltB  17ML 

tbe  Troop  are  iu>t  able  to  famish  themselves  with  Swords  k  PSslo1% 
lis  thi&j  eatt*t  get  them  wfthoat  Cash ;  and  where,  as  they  are  in  the 
lio^  with  other  M^sha,  do  request  jour  Honourable  Boa<d  to  liir- 
nish  us  with  forty  Swords  &  pistols,  a  Standard  and  Trumpet,  and  I 
will  acoount  for  the  same ;  and  am,  with  the  Greatest  Reapeet, 
Qentlemen,  ji^ur  Most  Obedient 

aMlMoat  Hnmbk SesvaMf 

JOHN  P.  BCeOTT. 
Directed^- 

Supreme  Ezecuti?e  Cooneil,  ^  Hon'Ue  L.  Butler,  Eaqr.,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Jndortedj 

1790,  January  29th.    From  Oiptain  John  Pftol  Bebott.    Bod 
January  29th,  1790. 


Sio'T  TaKASUBT  U.  S.  TO    PRES.  MlVlPLIN,  1790. 

Treasury  Department,  Feb'y  3d,  1790. 
Sir, 

.  I  am  honored  wiUi  the  Heoeipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  last 
Qtonthy*  inclosing  a  Statement  of  the  rublic  Debt  of  Penna^lTania. 
Be  pleased  to  aocept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  attentien  yoi 
hi^ve  paid  to-tl^s  autpeot)  and  to  believe  me^  with  Sentimenta  of  po^ 
&Qt  veapeetf  ; 

tour  Ezoellency's  OlNKm  bbla.  3ery\ 

A.  HAMILTON, 
Seo'y  of  the  Treaa'y. 

Bfa  Beeillendjr  Thomas  Mifflin^  President  of  the  State  <rf  Plani- 
sylyanja. 


Maj.  Thob.  Proctoh  to  Pres.  Mifflin— WASHnfOTON's 

BlETHDAt,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  wtA  the 
Honourable  The  Ekecuiiire  Couneil,  that  the  llth  fnetearf  wW  be 
the  birth  day  of  the  lilostt^ons  the  Pi^siddent  of  tW  UotlMi  Sutet 
of  Ameriea-^nd  aheuM  H  be  theughvexpedteirt  ^  jwt  BoA^bla 

♦  See  piige'e^S, 
f  014  atyie: 


jwfunxjvrjLBiA  ABonmi  mR 


12  pdrs.,  your  Ezoelloooy  will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  wae  lo 

THOMAS  PHOQTOB,  Major- 
PbiWelpbia,  m'j  id,  1790. 

His  EzeeTIeucy  Homad  MiQiO;  !PhTIadeIpliia. 


KbSOLUTION  of  ASflEMBI^T,.  1790, 

State  of  PeoDsjlyaBia^ 
In  General  Assembly. 

Wednesday,  ¥^rwy  10, 1780,  A.  M.. 

Qnfered,  TUt  Mr.  Li»ti  be  added  to  «he  GoBoiiltae  itpprimUi 
peqiM^  8  Imif  toeonftr  wilh  CMDeil  on  the«iV|eat  ol  a  dife«e« 
pf  Ibe  8o«di  Wes^  hwAetid  *U«  BiaAeagaiiiii  ihelMMlib  ikmumoni 
ff  Abo.bkdHM. 

SxMmI  fran  tiM  Mkoiei, 

PfiTBR  Z.  LLOTD, 
Cleti  of  the  General  Assembly. 


LnsuT.  Bemj.  Bluott  to  Pbbs.  tHum^iK,  1790. 

Hantingdon,  Feb  y  llih,  1790. 

Sip,  

Reo'd  your  Jie^^Md  J>etffil4A,  13801,^7803 1^  Aw  days  ago 
pr.  the  hand  of  Mr,  Alezan46r  JU'DawJ,  requesting  me  to  give  an  aoe't 
of  tnyefflaia!!  ttntasaetitftte  as  LlecKft  of  Unntin^^on  County,  as  far 
the  [sAme]  should  be  oomqinnicated.  I  am  at  a  lose  to  know  bow 
Ibr  mat  may  extend  j  boWeter,  will  gtie  you  such  Information  now,  kud 
at  all  times,  agreeable  to  your  reouest,  as  you  may  think  necessary,  t 
wasoomfmfsstoned  tbe  l^tyeth  day  6f  Jfotr.,  in  the  year  1787,  whilQ 
H  member  of  the  Convention  fbjr  ratifViog  the  Federal  Government : 
it  wM  ^otoe  Iftee  iifter  !)e4br6  i  eatue  borne'  16  enter  on  the  duties  or 
the  Office.  Agaftnt  'Cfae  May  Mowing,  bad  oue  fiatalien  uranged, 
and  they  bad  Chosen  their  Officers,  tho'  not  commissioned ;  they 
met,  some  for.  the  purpose  of  dohig^  their  duty,  &  others  for  the  Par- 
poap  of  making  a  Royet  wbieb  they  effected  about  the  Federal  Oov- 
enimebt,  in  which  R^et  I  waa  very  ill  used  by  a  sencelesa  Bandittf, 
1rii#  utti  iifianod  b;  a  vmbov  of  false  PaUiciAions  tibafi  bad  bee9 


mrrAsu.  jaaavmvam 


IlRM^r  ^BPoOMt'  Vypvpfe  ipkor  wm  fMjidlea  €••  tt»  Veted 
OoTanuneni. 

ThinferuMM^vaa  kept  up  for  better  ihana  jear  bj  some  deagniog 
Chanioter^  who  is  now  bound  over  to  the  first  Sapreme  Court  in  this 
County.  For  these  reasons,  &  not  being  soported  by  QovemmeDt, 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  git  the  Malida  or  this  Conntj  Properij 
Organised  antil  Ootr.,  1789,  at  whieh  time  the  second  Batalkm  M 
not  Muster,  not  from  any  Contempt^  but  for  want  of  being  aotifyed 
by  their  Colonel^  who  was  indisposed  at  the  time  he  should  have 
notifyed  them. 

Our  Malitia  is  now  in  midling  good  order,  as  will  appear  by  the 
Inclosed  acc't,  which  I  wish  transmitted  to  the  register  &  Oomptroler 
when*  you  haye  token  li  Yew  of  them.  As  for  any  obaeirations  en 
(he  Malitia  Laws  is  a  task  that  I  am  not  competent  to  ;  howerer, 
think  that  part  of  the  Malitia  Law  that  Subjects  Officers  to  tiyal  bj 
a  Court  Martial  for  not  notifying  their  Batalion  or  Com'y,  might  be 
improvM  by  ading  a  fine  for  diilinqmncies  of  this  kind  that  could 
not  be  altered  by  a  Court  martial.  Degrading  &  CaBheerhig  dos't 
toamr  the  Ptnrpan  it'itk  a  Number  of  the  Present  Malitia  Ottkm% 
who  are..nasD^  P^rhaps^  that  hmm  ft  veiy  Ooolettptible  ophmn  «f 
the  Wroni  HoBoiir**t*aMi  of  opiniea  that  the  pieaemt  Goretmnoit  will 
make  an  Improvement  in  the  Choice  of  Malitia  offioen,  wlaoh,  I 
hope,  will,  in  ^|Mne  meanue,  mswer ihe  objection  that  1  ha^e  pcnnted 
out  tooMipa^t  of- the  Malitia  Law. 

I  am;  Sir^  your  Excellency's 
'  V  '  most  obedient  Serrant, 

Directed,  BENJ'N  ELLIOT. 

His  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Goremor  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennflylvl^lia.  .  . 

Hon'd  by  Mr.  M'Martree. 

.\i     '.  •  '  .       .     

1  T  Assembly  JRoom,  llth  Feb'j,  1790. 

r'  I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  a  iwaolatioa 
9f  the  General  Assembly  of  the  8th  I)eomr.  tast|  the  Conunittaa 
anpointed  ^'  to  Qonter  with  Council  qU  the  subjeoti^f  a  defence  againtt 
the  hostile  incursiens  of  the  Indians  on  the  South-west  Ffootier  of 
this  State,"  are  ready  to  attend  to  that  businesa  wheaeYer  CouadH 
shall  sijjnify  theuf  pleasure  concerning  the  Pjirnmiaei.    • 

.  ^J  haye  the  honor  to  bcp 
'/  \  ' .         •  with  great  reapeot.  Sirs, 

.   '.  your  p^ostobedU  Sew' t, 

T)irect€d,  .  ,     \  ,  THO.  RyERSON. 

The  HenUe.  Xhe'  PceaiJent  ft  So^eeBB  l$iiB(»lm  Qammaik  d 
PennsyWania. 


mmwEUfwoBUL  jmuqkitiii        in 

JuDQKs  H'Kean  and  Atlbe  to  Tmb,  MiPFLiN^  iTOSr 

Pbiiadelphia,  February  X5t!ij  1790.  ,' 
Sir,    .  ^    ;.  , 

The  Judges  have  been  iufdrmedj  that  a  negro  man,  named  London^ 
the  slave  of  Major  James  Dixon,  of  Dauphin  county,  ib  confined  in 
the  ^oal  there  for  killing  by  a  kick  in  the  groin,  a  poor  man  named 
Jacob  Groce  in  last  month  j  and  that  a  speedy  trial  is  desired,  tot 
fear  of  escape,  the  goal  at  Lonisbargh  not  being  finished. 

As  th^re  is  no  other  occasion  for  the  Judges  to  go  into  that  county 
at  this  time,  nor  probably  will  be  until  next  Autumn,  and  the  ezpenoe 
to  the  county  would  be  too  considerable  for  them  to  go  there  for  the 
trial  of  a  single  prisoner,  they  humbly  submit  to  your  Excellency  ft 
the  Council  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  issUe  a  commission 
of  Oyer  &  Terminei  and  general  goal  delivery  for  Dauphin  county, 
to  three  or  more  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  said  county^  for 
the  trial  of  such  offenders  as  may  be  then  confined  in  goal. 
We  have  the  honor  to  bej 

wiih  greats  re^rd,  Sir, 

7<>Ar  Bxo0ltoii«y^B  iMNit 

obedient,  humble  servant, 
'      .  THO.  M'KEAN,       : 

.  WILL'M  ATLEE.     ] 

-  Josq^'MoDigpmerj^  Esquire,  GhriaibqpW  Kueker,  Esquire,  Janes 
BmrdyEsquira,  Alexander  Gcaydon,  Bequire,  WilliaaiBfown,  BM|uiri| 
of  Dauphli^  Connty.  -.  , 

JDifected;  *  '  -!'...  -i  ..•  .t 

'  His  iSxcellency  Thomas  MijDUn,  Esquire,  President  j&  Commandov 

m  chief  of  Pennsylvania.  ^  .    .    » 

indanedf  ...;.,, 

ma4m:Oo»n«a,yrf)?ryl7^>,X7eO.*  -     .:  :        .    » 


RBOEnriBR  €tejf*L'  !C6  Qomarvrss  oit  Couircit-^I^ANBs  in 
Ohio,  &c.,  1790. 

Philad'a,  MA  Feiruaryi  i790. 
Gentlemen,.,  :   -    *. 

In  conformity  to  your  Instructions  this  morning  I  beg  Jeave 
report  the  cirontpstances  which  hayepome  ,to  m v. knowledge  respec 
ing  the  situation  of  three  Islands  in  the  Rivers  Alleghany  an4.0hio> 

-*  ThenUnoreoordiyfitttn  tlie«ilii«ie84>^tl|is  data^the  jnungstatdioked 
were  probably  intended  for  the  jury*  _    ,  ..v  a  .. 


knowB  \tf  tbo.  D»mf0  of  Ohartier^  of  HsifniUm'sJd^ncL  o^^mad 

bjJohn  HzmWton,' Tfihon's  Idandjitk  the  possession  of  Wimam 
WilwLt,  ai^  Muliftfi^^  Mandt  occmod  by  Samuel  Halinga. 

On  thef  17th  Kovember,  1788,t  The  Sapreme  BzaoatiTO  Connml 
bj  ftheiv  jresoly.e  .of  tb«t  d«^te  &L9i  the  Talne  of  WillaoD'a  IsUnd 
toniamiDg  33  acs.  }  ^  7  perches,  at  lOs.  *^  acre,  payable  in  Qold  or 
Silver,  and  that  of  Cl^atiers  or  BamiUons  oontaioiog  136  Aeres  21 
perches  at  ^Os.y  in  li]be  money,  and  vested  a  righ|;  o?  preemption  in 
and  to  said  Islandsj  in  said  Wilson  &  Hamilton  respectively,  provided, 
tihat  applioation  and  compliance  with  said  Terms  should  be  mmde  by 
them  within  six  Months  thereafter.  On  the  30th  of  the  same 
Month,  John  Irwin,  of  Pittsburg,  Esq.;  made  Application  to  the 
Receiver  Geoeral's  Ofioe,  in  due  form  on  behalf  and  by  the  instnie- 
fions  of  William  WiUsoo  for  "WttsorCz  hland,  ^[  enga^ne  a  perfect 
and  punctual  oompJiance  with  the  Terms,  w,  -"  and  Mr.  Irvia 
eiiU  holds  himself  responsible  for  this  money^  so  that  it  beeaoie 
nnneoessary  to  furnish  Wilson  with  any  further  notice.  Some  short 
time  after  I  sent  notice  to  Mr.  John  Bamiltot^,  respecting  hb 
Uand,  by  soflne  member  of  the  Legislattire,  whose  name  I  esaiiot 
BOW  reoolleot,  but  fearful  t)iat  thk  QOtitw  ntiglit  «iot  get  to  his  hands 
in  due  season,  I  s«»t  $^  v«iy  paffMe«kr  notification  bMring  date  28tk 
March,  1789.  a  copy  whereof  is  filed  in  the  office.  On  the  29th  of 
November,  1788,  Council  by  their  Resolve  of  the  same  date,  in 
consequence  of  Samuel  Huling's  Petition,  valued  EuUn^z  hUmti^ 
containing  about  forty  Acres  at  7s.  6^.  Specie  ^  Acre,  and  also  Tested 
a  ngk  of  prsemptioa  therstq^  ia  said  Hiil|iig8,  piesi«M' that  «ppii»- 
t»uk  puid  esapiaaaoe  with  the  said  Teraia  shosU  be  msde  »f  Uni 
within  six  Months  after  that  time.  In  this  case  i  did  Bo4  aesd  any 
notice  in  as  much  as  I  understood,  Hulings  himself  had  Pedtiooed 
Council  annexed  to  whiph,  there  was  also  a  recommendation  signed 
by  John  trwiii  litid  fiugh  Bradcetaitdffd,  E^uires,  with  several  other 
Chntlemen  of  Pittburg,  from  some  ox  whom,  if  at  all  teeesBsry,  I 
oonoeived  he  would  certainly  receive  notice. 

I  just  beg  leave  to  add  tnai  the  Terms  iia«j6  not  tet  besa  eom- 
plied  with  by  an^  of  these  (Gentlemen,  nevertheless  I  verily  believe 
John  Irwin,  Esq.,  will  soon  paj  fpjr  Mr.  Willson's  Island.  Cokoel 
Oook  of  Fayette,  now  offers  a  compliance  with  terms  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Hi^milton,  and  as  for  Mr.  Suliaga,  m>  peison  as  yet  havii^  laedc 
any  tender  of  money  at  the  ^oeiver  GeaeraPs  ^office  on  his  behalf, 
I  therefore  can  say  nothing  with  respect  to  him. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  Qeotlemen, 

Yoiir  most  obedient  Servant, 

ERAS,  JOHNSTON^  R.  G^ 
Iftrecied. 

The  Honorable  Am6s  Oregg,  Esquire,  and  others  Committee  of 
Council. 

'  « -0M  Od:  Hee.,  Vcfl.  XVI.,  pp.  188,  tW.    And  Vdl.  XV.,  pp.  688,  611. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XY.,  pp.  508,  008. 


PENNSYLYiiNIA  ARCHIVES  1790.  669 

P&ES.  Mifflin  to  Assembly,  1790. 

In  Counoil,  , 

Philad'a;  February  20th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  htye  ihe  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  ResoWe  of  Connoil  of  this 
Day,*roIativo  to  a  petition  from  a  number  of  Inhab.  of  N<MrthamptoD 
Oy.|  residing  on  or  near  the  Nesoopeck  Road,  &o. 
^     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  March  6th,  1790— -A.  M. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rawle  seconded  by  Mr.  Gumey. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  their  con- 
sideration the  present  state  of  the  funds  arising  from  Militia  fines  in 
the  several  counties  of  this  state,  and  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Act  entitled 
<<  An  Act  to  establish  a  board  of  appeal  within  the  several  counties 
"  of  this  State,  and  to  grant  exonerations  in  cases  of  Militia  fines," 
has  been  carried  into  execution. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Gumey,  Mr.  McDowell  and  Mr.  Johnston   be 
a  oommittee  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  ZAOHARY  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
DirecUdj 

Francis  Gumey,  Esquire. 


BESOiiimoNS  OF  General  Assembly — Excise  on  Liquors,  1790. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  March  9, 1790,  A.  M. 
The  Committee  appointed,  March  5,  on  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  made  report  which 
was  read,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read 
the  second  time  and  adopted  as  follows  viz. 

*  There  is  no  allasion  to,  or  resolve  on  this  petition  on  the  minutes  of 
that  date. 
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The  committee  to  wbom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  iababir 
tants  of  Westmoreland  county,  report — That  the  Excise  raised  npon 
Spirituons  liqnors  being  appropriated  for  the  discharge  of  the  inCoest 
duo  Off  the  depreciation  of  pay  of  our  late  Army,  and  as  no  other 
fund  has  yet  been  assigned  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  it  would  be  al- 
together improper  to  take  away  or  lessen  it  until  said  debt  is  as- 
sumed by  the  United  8taCes-*^The  hint  given  respeetiiig  tfae  Bzeise 
Officer  is  of  too  mnoh  importance  to  be  neglected  and  with  otiieiB  d 
a  similar  nature  appears  to  require  the  immediate  attentiaD  of  the 
Executive ;  impressed  with  these  ideas,  the  Ckwimittee  are  induoed  to 
submit  the  followiog  resolution,  viz. : 

Besolvcd,  That  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland 
county,  be  transmitted  to  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive 
Council  for  their  information,  who  are  particularly  requested  to  take 
the  most  effectual  means  in  their  power  to  compel  all  delinqneat 
Excise  Officers  to  pay  into  the  State  Treasury  all  monies  due  for  Ex- 
cise whether  in  the  hands  of  said  officers  or  of  individuals. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOTD,  Clerk  of 

the  General  Assembly.* 

Bead  in  Oonncil  March  llth,  1790^  1st  time* 
Directed, 
The  honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


PfSTmoN  01?  Inhabitants  of  Westmortbland  County — Bxasi 
ON  Liquors — 1790. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennsyl- 
vaDia^  in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  Gowity — 
Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  your  petitioners  are  greatly  aggrieved  by  the  present  opera- 
tion of  an  Excise  Law,  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1783,  by 
which  we  are  made  subject  to  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  gallon  on  aH 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  and  consumed  amongst  us  from  the  ^m- 
ductipDS  of  our  farms,  even  for  private  and  domestic  uses.     It  is 

fenerally  believed  that  excise  laws,  in  all  nations  and  at  all  p^ods, 
ave  given  greater  disgust,  and  created  greater  tumulta  amoDgai  Che 
people,  than  any  other  species  of  taxation  ever  adopted  for  the  nis- 
ing  of  revenue ;  we  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  this  law  has  al- 
ready been  productive  of  all  those  and  many  other  evils,  and  that  it 
is  the  only  one  passed  since  our  revolution  that  has  been  treated  with 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  800. 
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^6idrftl'dte]^rot)4tioiiy  %ni  feflbot^d  upotf  wflh'  univerMl  «bliomiB<^4 
and  deiesiatioi :  Atid  mA  bad  "b^^  t\e  rMdntment  0f  xsAnjofoiiir 
feli<yw  <nt»6ti8)  wbich  we  are  flDrtytohtfrd  oomimatn  to  omifeee, ;  thai 
th^y  have,  upon  several  oooaslooS)  proceeded  to  VQwamtntabia 
lenglfaff  in  opporitig  itb  op^iratiotMu 

We  do  ndt  deny  tbat  w<e  are  tt  ^twngf y  rooted  in  tlie  habttty  vp^ 
M  mnoh  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirituoan  liq«oy»  ag  our  brethi^  m 
the  eaetem  part  of  the  state :  ba?iDg^niij^iiM^  ffom  among  ihmdi 
we  cannot  be  oondemndl  for  carrying  theflr  onstdme  along  with  nn; 
Bnt  indopendant  of  babit^  wt»  find  that  the  moderats  twe  ef  8pintii(| 
essentially  neoessary  itf  several  branehea  of  our  agrionitone.  ■  -"  ^ 
In  this  new  eonntry^  li^nrers  are  ezoeedingTy  aqatne;  aind  'tfaaiv 
hire  ezoessively  faigb,  and  We  find  that  liquor  proves  a  neoessaiy 
means  of  engaging  their  serviee  and  seenring  thds*:  oontfoiiano^ 
ibrongb  the  several  important  seasons  of  the  year^  when  ebe  pressing 
ealis  (^  labour  innst  be>at(tended  to^  let  the  oonditions  be  what  they  nay* 
For  thesd  reasons  we  have  foond  it  absolutely  noeessary  to  introcUiee  a 
nunkber  of  small  distilleries  into  our  settlements^  and  in  every  drokr 
of  twefity  of  thirty  neighboun;  otie  of  these  are  gsilerally  erected 
merely  for  the  aoeomBaodatioa  of  snob  neighbourhood  and  witlwut 
any  oommercial  views  whatever.  The  proprietor  thereof  reeeives  tiw 
grain  (rye  only)  from  the  peeple,  and  returns  the  stipulated  quantity 
of  HquOTy  after  retaining  the  toll  agreed  upon,  in  this  manner  wu 
are  supplied  with  this  neoessary  allele,  muoh  upon  the  same  eoadi^ 
tions  that  our  mills  fttmiah  us  with  flour;  and  why  we  should  b« 
iBfacle  subject  to  a  duty  for  drinking  our  grain  move  thaii  eativg  it^ 
seems  a  tnatter  of  astonishment  to  every  refleotirig  mlbd. 

These  distilleries,  small  and  insignfficant  as  they  are,  have  always 
been  classed  among  the  first  objects  of  taxation,  and  have  been  high^ 
ly  estimated  in  the  valuation  of  property.  This,  we  ooncem,  mighl 
iully  suffice,  witihout  extending  revenue  to  the  mean  and  humble 
mannfactnre  prodneed  by  them. 

With  as  mueh  propriety  a  dnty  mi^ht  be  laid  on  the  rye  wa  feed 
to  oui"  horses;  the  breAd  we  eat  ourselves,  or  any  other  article  nlanu* 
faotured  from  the  products  of  oar  own  farms. 

Our  remote  situation  from  the  channels  of  commerce,  has  long 
ago  prohibited  the  use  of  all  imported  liquors  amongst  us,  and  as  we 
are  aiming  at  independence  in  our  manner  of  living,  we  have  neither 
the  abilities  or  inclination  to  aspire  to  their  use.  We  freely  resign 
them  to  our-.eastem  neighbours,  whom  Providence  has  placed  under 
the  meridian  rays  of  commercial  affluence,  and  whose  local  situation 
confer  on  them  many  enjoyments  which  nature  has  denied  to  us; 
and  whilst  they  are  revelling  in  the  luxuiies  of  the  mbst  bcmntiful 
foreign  climes,  we  are  perfectly  content  with  the  humble  produce'  of 
oar  own  farms,  audit  is  our  only  wish  to  be  permitted'to  enjoy  them 
in  freedom. 

We  beg  tliat  we  may  not  be  considered  as  unfriendly  te  Hie 
Bapporting  of  a  government,  which  we  so  highly  approve^  as  thatt  of 
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PdmufylTanift.  We  htve  too  exalted  ideas  of  the  Uaoiags  deriving 
from  it|  to  ever  suffer  snob  thooghts  to  iutrboar  in  oar  breaats. 
The  payment  of  the  state  tax.  has  alwajs  been  submitted  to  witk 
ebeerfiilnessi  and  paid  to  the  utmost  of  oar  abilities.  And  bere  is 
cannot  forbear  expressing  onr  astonishment  at  tbesnspenaioD  of  a  tax 
[to  jost  and  equitable  in  its  nature,  whilst  the  exdse  oompbdned  of 
is  oontinued  to  be  exacted  with  rigor.  We  have  reason  to  beliewc 
that  the  produce  of  this  excise  will  amount  to  the  same,  or  perbapi 
exeeed  that  of  our  state  tax,  and  if  we  had  any  security  for  the  net 
produce  thereof  getting  into  the  treasury,  it  would  afford  some  oou- 
solation  ;  but  from  the  flagrant  delinquency  which  we  have  expeii- 
ehced  from  many  of  our  rerenue  officers  in  this  county,  as  well  si 
frtmi  a  ?raut  of  confidence  in  the  present  exeise  officer  and  hia  aecoii- 
ty,  our  fears  are  greatly  awakened  upon  the  present  oceaaion. 

We  find  that  the  seourity  required  by  law  from  this  cooaty,  is  fixed 
at  the  low  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  only,  when  it  is 
probable  that  the  sum  to  be  collected,  may  amount  to  one  thousand. 
On  this  cireumstanoe  we  shall  only  remark,  that  there  are  few  meu 
in  ^e  present  day,  who  would  not  readily  forfeit  and  pay  a  penaltj 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  provided  they  could  put  a  tbou- 
sand  in  their  pockets  by  so  doing. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  reflect  upon  the  many  instaoees  of 
liberality  and  general  encouragement  which  the  legislature,  aa  well 
as  many  respectable  societies,  have  given  through  the  course  of  some 
years  past,  for  rendering  ourselves  still  more  independent  of  foreiga 
nations,  by  promoting  and  improving  every  branch  of  our  own  aaa- 
ufacture;  we  therefore  flatter  ourselves  that  the  present  aseeabJy 
will  no  longer  suffer  a  law  to  remain  in  existence  which  is  so  evi- 
dently calculated  to  counteract  the  virtuous  designs  of  those  req»eeto- 
ble  bodies,  and  which  proves  so  universally  obnoxious  to  the  peopk 
of  this  western  world.  We  therefore  humbly  pmy,  that  the  sevoal 
observations  herein  stated,  may  be  taken  into  serious  oonsideratico, 
and  that  the  present  excise  law,  so  far  as  it  extends  to  the  laying  of 
a  doty  or  imposition  of  any  kind  whatever,  upon  liquors  made  or 
distilled  from  the  productions  of  this  state,  may  be  fully  and  speedi- 
ly repealed.  And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray.* 
Christoph  Waldhauer,  Michael  Waldhauer, 

Hugh  Dondson,  Joseph  Waldhauer, 

Pierce  Walaghan,  Jacob  Waldhauer,  ^ 

James  Stinson,  Oeorgo  Waldhauer, 

Casper  Waldhauer,  Aaron  Teegaddeni 

Young  Christoph  Waldhauer,  his 

Johannes  Lautaenheiser,  Peter  X  Studibaker, 

John  Robertson,  mark 

John  Irwin,  Jacob  Studibaker, 

William  Porter,  Valentin  Weisakopf, 

*  As  this  is  copied  from  a  printed  hand-bill,  it  is  probablj  only  oae  d 
seroval  in  euponlation  for  signatures-^-the  others  not  fomid.  Some  aif  tkt 
names  are  in  German  characters  and  may  not  therefore  be  correct. 
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Hendrieh  SAendersen,  Rdbt.  Wtison, 

Johannes  Hesse,  Qeo.  MoWilliamSy 

Cbnstophel  Weisskopf,  his 

Abraham  Sindibaker^  David  q  Miller, 

John  Stadibaker,  mark 

Adam  Bndibaghi  Andw.  Moore, 

David  Logan,  Wm.  McDowell. 

Directed, 

A  Petition  To  the  care  of  James  Barr  and  Jno.  Baird  Rcpresen- 
tativea  for  Westmoreland  Co. 


Seoekta&t  Biddlc  to  Clebk  of  Assehbly,  1790. 

Seory's  Office,  Philada.,  March  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Maclay,  delegate  from  this  state  to  Congress  has  requested 
to  be  furnished  with  the  several  InspeotioQ  Laws  of  this  state,  and 
as  Council  are  not  possessed  of  more  than  one  compleat  copy  of  the 
Laws,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Martin  to  fumisli  the  Laws 
passed  in  the  2nd  and  8rd  sessions  of  the  13th  Assembly,  and  that 
relating  to  flour  passed  the  5th. of  April,  1781,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Maclay. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  CHAS.  BIDDLE. 
Direcied, 

Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  Esqr. 


Pres.  Mn-FLiN  TO  Pres.  United  States — Indians,  1790. 
« 

In  Council,  Philad'a,  March  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  a  Letter 
which  has  been  addressed  to  the  Executive  of  this  State  by  several 
very  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Washington  in  Penn- 
sylvania; in  which  they  represent  "  that  many  mischiefs  have  taken 
Place  in  that  County  for  several  years  past  from  the  hostile  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians  and  that  from  the  present  aspect  of  Indian 
affairs  in  the  western  and  South  western  Countries  the  same  are 
likely  to  continue,^^  and  requesting  the  Interposition  of  Council  with 
the  president  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Washington  County. 


$7*        pmarsTLTAMXA.  AjaoBiTXs  noo. 

Mr.  Ryeraon,  a  MenAer  of-  oar  Legislatore  who  Itos  Mbaeriked 
that  Letter,  will  have  tihe  Honor  of  waiting  on  yomr  Bxcelleaej  and 
will  give,  if  it  shoold  be  thought  proper^  Ivll  iDformation  on  the 
Subject. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
jour  Ezcelletioj's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLII?. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency, l^be  President  of  the  United  States. 


Pbe8.  Mifflin  to  Assembly — Constitution  U.  S.,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  19tli,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  tranamtt  to  you  to  be  laid  before  the  Qeaeral 
Assembly,  a  Letter  from  Hie  Ex'y  Governor  Martin,  &  a  eopy  of 
a  fteaoluiiDo  of  the  Convention  of  the  SUte  of  North  Carolina,  wA 
leveral  amendmenfii  by  them  proposed  to  become  part  of  the  Oonati 
tttion  for  the  future  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  "-^  • 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIW. 
Letter  Peb'y  20th,  1790. 
Novr.  23rd,  1789. 


Sahuxl  Yaughan  to  Seoretaby  Biddle,  1790. 

Front  Street,  22d  March,  1790. 
Kr,   '  ^ 

'With  the  President's  approbation,  I  sent  to  Mr.  Wm.  Bartrasn  tc 
tasist  in  making  a  list  of  the  Trees  &  Shrubs  wanted  to  supply  the 
Statehoose  Garden.  This  list  together  with  the  estimation  is  ia 
your  |>o8session,  if  approved  of,  it  may  ft  should  be  quickly  ft  well 
executed  by  him,  as  he  is  fully  competent  to  the  business,  which  I 
conceive  not  to  be  the  case  of  the  English  Gardiner  proposed,  who 
not'  being  acquainted  with  the  productions  of  this  Country  &  who 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XVI.»  p.  804. 
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hatb  neither  Ability  to  judge  or  means  to  proonre  the  rarietj  neees- 
BBiy  to  supply  those  olestrojed  or  dead. 
I  am^  Sir, 

year  most  humble  serv't, 

SAM,  VAUGHAN.* 

Directed^ 
Charles  Blddle,  Esqr.^  Secretary  of  Council^  Philada. 


CoMMiTtXE  or  Assembly  to  Frbs.  Mifeuk^  1790. 

Sir, 

The  house  of  Assembly  having  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
with  the  Snpreme  Executive  Conncil,  "relative  to  the  subjects 
''  contained  in  the  letter  from  the  Register  General  to  the  honse 
"  dated  Feb'y  16th,  and  the  letters  from  the  Comptroller  General, 
"  dated  the  16th  &  20th  of  February,  and  4th  of  March."  I  beg 
leave  to  enquire,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  at  what  time  wo  shall 
have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  Council. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Besj^ect, 

your  Ezcellenoy  &  the  Council's 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  RAWLE, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
Directed^ 

His  Eiccellency^  the  President  of  Snpreme  Executive  Council. 


Pees.  Mifflin  to  Assembly,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  22d,  1790.    . 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  information  of  the 
General  Assembly  A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  United  Statesf  <^  respecting  the  Mischiefs  which  have  been  done 
for  several  years  past  in  the  county  of  Washington  in  this  State.'' 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  your  most 

obedient  and  most  humble  Servant. 

*  Sco  Vol.  X.,  p.  420. 
t  Gen'l  Washington's  letter  dated  March  15,  in  answer  to  the  Presidents 
Letter  of  the  10th->See  page  678- 


67«  PHINNSTLVANIA  AROHTVES  1790. 

Zebulon  Butler  to  Pbes.  Mifflin,  1790. 

Wilksbarre;  March  26,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  the  desire  of  Col'o  SpaldiDg  and  Maj'r  Kingsley,  of  the  second 
Battallion  of  this  County,  I  write  to  your  Excellency  and  Comicil  to 
inform  of  the  extreame  hardships  under  which  the  soldiery  and  Offi- 
cers labour  in  all  assembling  at  one  place  on  master  days.  The 
District  of  the  Battallion  is  rising  of  seventy  miles  in  length,  and  to 
oblige  those  living  at  the  two  extreems  to  meet  at  a  central  place  is 
to  put  them  to  much  expence  and  fatigue — From  this  cireonstanee 
the  above  Gentlemen  are  led  to  imagine,  that  the  attendance  of  the 
men  will  not  be  so  general  as  will  be  necessary  to  the  furtherenoe  of 
order  and  military  advancement,  The  men  will  much  rather  sub- 
ject themselves  to  fines,  than  encounter  the  difficulty  of  travelling 
thirty  miles  in  roads  exceedingly  bad,  with  still  worse  stages  for 
accommodation.  These  are  therefore  to  request,  if  oonsistant  that 
the  Battallion  in  two  or  more  divisions,  and  at  two  or  more  different 
places,  as  also  at  on  different  days,  may  be  reviewed — much  more 
punctual  attendance,  they  imagine,  will  be  given  and  the  measure 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  men  composing  the  Battallion.  if 
Council  should  think  it  unnecessary  to  go  so  formerly  into  the 
subject,  they  request  an  order,  (if  oonsistant,)  may  be  given  to  the 
Lieu't  of  the  County,  to  make  such  arrangements  in  the  premiaei  as 
to  him  shall  seem  most  judicious. 

I  find  that  all  Certificates  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  ths 
several  Counties  for  the  exoneration  fines  by  late  information  ma^ 
be  on  file,  one  of  which  given  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  Coanty, 
I  sent  some  time  since  to  Council,  I  wish  that  it  may  be  transmitted 
back  that  the  Law  may  be  complied  with. 

I  herein  inclose  a  return  of  the  first  and  second  Lieu't  elected  on  the 
25th  ins't  in  the  light  Infantry,  to  fill  the  Vacancies  occasioned  by 
the  removal  of  Lieu't  Seeleys  and  Lieu't  Bailey  resignation,  and  I 
also  wish  information  whether  or  not  the  Officers  of  Cap'fe  Drakes 
Company  are  to  be  commissionated. 

In  the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  serv't, 

ZEB'N  BUTLER.* 
Direciedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 
*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  817. 
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RiBOLUTIOm  OV  dfinSBAXi  AfiiSBMBl/T— BlVBUS;  1799. 

State  of  Peonajlvania  In  General  Aflsemblji 

Wednesday,  Mareh  Slat,  1790  P.  M. 
T|ie  nfoib  on  that  part  of  the  Message  of  Council  which  respeelB 
ih«  navigation  of  the  Bivers  Delaware,  Sohnjlkill  and  SusqnchanBahy 
nad  Mareh  27thy  was  read  the  seeond  time  &  adopted  aa  ioUowa  Tial. 
The  Committee  Mk  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Heeeage  ef 
the  Pteiident  and  Sopream  ExeontiTe  Coun<nl  which  relates  to  the 
Teporta  of  the  Oommisaioners  appointed  to  view  the  Delaware^  tbe 
Sohnjlkill,  and  the  Saaquehannah  in  pursuanoe  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly paasad  the  28th  of  September,  1789,  beg  leave  to  report^  That 
the  snireys.diaeoted  appear  to  have  been  madie  with  great  oare,  aooii- 
lao^  and  judgment  and  upon  the  whole  to  warrant  the  inference  that 
the  waters  of  those  nvers  may  in  general  be  rendered  navigable  with  as 
little  diffienlty  and  expenoe  aa  those  of  any  rivers  in  the  United  States. 
But  it  i^pears  to  the  Committee  to  be  expedient  previous  to 
proceeding  in  the  ezeoutipn  of  any  part  of  the  great  design  proposed 
by  :lbe  L^islatere,  that  proper  measures  diould  be  taken  to  aaoertaio 
the  most  piaedeabfe  oommnBieatbB  between  the  Baetexa  and  West- 
ern limits  of  the  state. 

Ths  OemmisBioners  appmnted  were  from  the  direction  of  the  law 
confined  to  the  investigation  of  thenaiigaUe  waters  of  the  Delaware 
the  Schuylkill  and  the  Susquehannah  and  the  Streams  which  eom- 
annieated  with  them. 

The  *  Resolution  whieh  the  Committee  will  propose  ie  ealoulated 
to  obt|ki  a  olear  and  satis&ctory  knowledge  of  tbose  iotarnal  parts 
of  tbe  state  hitherto  unexplored,  for  these  purposes  to  ascertain 
Ihe'BKWt  oonvenisnt  and  praoticable  place  for  connecting  the  watets 
of  the  rivers  alseady  mentioned,  with  the  Allegany^  I^ke  Ontario, 
and  Lake  Erie.  And  in  oases  where  portage  by  land  will  be  neces- 
sary, to  ezamiae  the  fiioe  of  the  Country  aad  report  ii^  moat  suitable 
plaoes  for  Landings  and  roads. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  appears  to  the  Committee  not  only  to 
be  ealoulated  from  itn  natural  advaotagea  for  those  improvements 
which  will  facilitate  its  internal  commerce  and  promote  the  wealth 
and  population  of  its  territory,  but  to  be  the  probable  gravid  ohannel 
of  future  oermmunioation  between  the  Eastern  and  Western,  extrem- 
ities of  the  United  States.  And  hence  it  is  conceived  that  to  neglect 
the  acquisition  of  proper  materials  for  the  formation  of  a  general  plan 
upon  .the  most  liborai  principles  within  the  abilities  <>f  the  Common- 
wealth would  be  inconsistent  both  with  our  interest  and  onr  reputatioii. 
The  following  resolution  ia  therefore  submitted,  viz. 
Resolved  that  the  president  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  requested  to  appoint  three  suit- 
able and  skilful  pecsons  Commissioners,  who  shall  proceed  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  head  of  the  Quetapahilla  and  firom  thence  shall  proceed 
to  the  Swatara  and  down  the  Swatara  to  the  Susquehannah,  then 

29* 
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passing  over  ih^i  purt  of  Ibo  SuMinob^iiBfh  wbi^li  lias  beoa  alnady 
ezamiDed  by  the  CommissioDers  herein  before  mentioDed,  they  shall 
ascend  to  the  month  of  the  Juniatta  where  Ibey  shall  reoommenee 
the  ezararaaiion  proposed  and  proceed  up  the  Suaqnehanna  to  Sob- 
Imry,  and  ihenoe  up  the  west  Branch  to  Sinnainaboiiifig  «Bid  «p  the 
.Same  to  the  Canoe  place  (so  called)  or  sneh  place  on  the  main  bfsatk 
or  the  west  branch  of  Sinnamahoning  as  will  ooiineqt  most  easily  iiitk 
mny  practicable  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the  Oon^ na,  Toby's  (k^A 
or  any  other  which  may  discharge  itself  into  the  Allegany  nesraat 
to  the  month  of  Frenob  Greek,  and  thence  eismine  Freneh  CitA 
«p  to  Le  BcDttf  and  the  portage  to  Preaqne  Isle. 

That  they  also  eauimine  and  explore  any  nearer  and  moss  eoiiTO- 
nient  commonication  which  may  be  effected  by  land  or  watar  with 
Lake  Erie.  That  snob  Commissioners  thenoe  return  down  the 
AUeMny  and  examine  the  same  from  the  month  of  French  Cisak  to 
the  KishkemanottaSj  and  up  the  Kishkemanettas  to  the  Coaseaaagh, 
and  up  the  Connemaogh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Oeek  and  frost  the 
same  by  the  nearest  branches,  which  can  be  improved  by  caoal  or  kck 
navigation  to  the  shortest  portage  which  may  be  found  to  the  Ranka- 
town  branch  of  Juniatta  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Poplar  run,  whcse 
Patrick  Casady  now  lives,  and  down  the  Franksliown  branch  of  Jmuatla 
to  the  head  of  water  Street  where  the  Commissioneniof  lasCyesv  ooo* 
eluded  the  report  of  their  work. 

That  the  President  and  Supreme  fixeoutive  Gosncil  be  also  anlhes- 
ized  and  requested  to  appoint  three  other  suitable  and  tkiifal  bms 
to  explore  the  Country  and  ascertain  the  b«it  road  and  shortest  dis- 
tance firom  the  Delaware  near  the  forks  of  the  Mohawk  and  popaoktoB 
Branches  to  the  great  Bend  on  the  Susquehanna  k  thenes  proeeeii 
down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mouth  of  Tioga,  aad  from  thoass  to 
the  jupotioa  of  the  East  &  West  branches  of  Sasquehanna.  That 
on  their  return  from  thence  the  said  Commissioners  be  diisoted  lo 
explore  the  Leheigh  from  its  head  to  the  turBhole,.and  also  to  exsailaft 
and  explore  the  Tobehanna  and  the  Schuylkill  from  Hambmg,  wheM 
the  Commissioners  before  mentioned  ocmdoded  their  work,  to  the 
mouth  of  Tamagaay  or  little  Sohuylkill  as  &r  as  good  raft  nav^gatien 
may  be  supposed  to  extend.* 

That  for  the  purpose  of  deflrayingtbe  expeneesof  sueh  exasainataos 
and  surveys,  the  President  and  Suprofme  Executive  Ooaacii  ba  aad 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  Orders  on  the  Treasurer  oC  the 
State  not  exeeeding  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  chaigad  to 
the  fond  in  and  by  the  act  of  Assembly  before  mentioaed|  Mf/ftogd- 
^  ated  lor  claims  &  improvements. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.LLOYI>. 
Indorsed,  Clerk  of  the  General  Asosmbly. 

Bead  in  Council,  April  6th,  1T90,  and  Timothy  Matiaek,  Jobs 
Adlum,  Samuel  Maclay^  Beading  Howell,  Fred'k  Antes  &  WUTb 
Dean  appointed. 

*  See  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XVI.,  pp.  816,  819,  821. 
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V.  P.  Km»  n  J.  TBkMiiJ^  Ei«i:-^4?iitfssMv  17M; 

^ir,,  '■•:"  -/       '      .      .    / 

.  In  Mi«  Oue  of  the  WUkbw  Mercer,  Mr.  OlMpib^ni  hm  wnte  t4 
ne  jraqveatiBg  that  I  would  make  Applicataon  Ibp  an  Order  lor  her 
PoDaioQ.  I£  I  reooBeet  righiy  I  did^  &  there  was  m  Order  granted 
on  the.  Militia  fines  of  Nerthnmherland  Oonntj,  But  the;  not.  being 
prodnetife^  no  Gash  was  to  be  had^  k  the  t>*peri,  together  with  thia 
Oider^  weee  again  put  into  my  hand  io  try  to  get  a  Draft  on  mmm 
■More  prodnotiTe  fund;  thtt  b^ng  iinpoeeiUe  te  be  obtained^  I  ba?e 
let  the  affair  rest,  &.  haTe  all  the  papeniy  together  with  the  Ordtr 
Above  mentieoedy  among  my  papers- at  Laneaater.  Hoaae  to  let  Mr. 
hefwy  aee  the  minat^s  of  OmuyDU  on  this  Bmineas.  . 
I  am  yr.  humble  senr'ti 


diet  March;  1790. 
Directed^    . 

Mr^  James  Tiii^bte,  pms't^ 


G.  KGSB. 


Thomas  JesfebsoNi  Sxobs't  or  State,  to  Pbss.  Mixiun — 
Census,  1790. 

Offioe  of  Seeretary  of  State, 
March  81st,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon,  herein  enclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the 
Inhabitants  of -the  United  Stetes  :  also  of  the  Act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization :  also,  of  the  Act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  OoVemmetit  for  the  year  1790,  and  of  oekig,  with 
aentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respeot; 

Tour  Bxoellency's  most 

obed't  &  most  h'ble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Hii-IUofiU^noy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sbs.  Hutchinson  and  Wistaa  on  Inspector  or  tcfs  and 
PiAEL  Ashes,  1790.  ^ 

As  the  Law  respectiDg  Potash  was  formed  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  valne  of  that  arffelti,  by  the  examination  of  its  obvious 
qualitiesi  as  well  a0  by  dienied  andyris;  H  ia  neoesaary  that  the 
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Inspeotor  A(xM  b»  ilutliM  ib  hodi  respecia-4mll  ah  opiDioo  of 
the  qualifioatioDS  of  a  Candidate  whiok  is  derived  from  a  verbal 
ezaminaiioii  (as  ours  hath  Becessarily  been)  may  be  rerj  erroneow; 
for  by  praoGee,  a  person  may  aoqo&regieat  dAzterity  in  jad^g of 
thioga  by  ibeir  ectemal  qua^ties^.  &  yet  sot  be  aUe  to  girt  aa 
aeeonnt  of  the  prinoiplea  wkioh  xegokte  Ua  jadgment-— A^  oir  the 
other  hand,  as  there  is  great  varieiy  in  the  appearaooe  of  Potash, 
when  the  valae  may  not  be  raateriaUy  diffisreBt,  a  person  who,  by  bis 
ohemieal  knowledge,  eonld  give  a  reasonable  aooount  of  the  anbjeef, 
and  even  make  a  propec  analysis  of  it,  may  be  mseh  nrataksn 
when  he  jadges  by  external  appearanees  only. 
.  The  Babeenbers,  ther^ofs,  do  not  o£Fer' their  opinion  with  vmeh 
oanfidenooi  and  after  promising  this,  they  beg  leave  to  infevm  the 
Hon'ble  Oonnoil  that  it  appears  to  them,  fxoi|i  the  examination  they 
have  made,  that  Monsr.  De  Plaine  hath  acquired  a  eonsiderable 
degree  of  experienoe  respecting  the  manafaetnre  of  Potaeh,  ft  the 
various  appearanoes  it  may  present,  &  is  well  informed  of  the  nalnio 
ft  chemical  qualities  of  alkaline  Salts  in  general,  ft  therefore  is 
qualified  for  the  offioe  in  question,  and  that  Mr.  Ebeneser  Ooweli 
hath  also  acquired  a  Considerable  degree  of  experienoe  in  the  mans* 
faoture  and  various  appearances  *of  tint  article.* 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
CASPAR  WISTAR,  Junr. 
March  31st,  1790. 


John  Coai^onjeb  AfPOiNxiD  Ancnosinn,  1790. 

FhUadelphia,  April  lai,  1790. 
Sir, 

.  You  will  particularly  oblige  me  by  proposetng  to  His  Bxcelien^ 
The  President,  and  The  Supreme  Exeootive  Council,  the  falkiwiBg 
persons  as  my  Sureties,  whoj  if  approved  00^  will  immediatelj  mgu 
the  necessary  bonds. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Your  most  obd.  Serv't, 

JOHN  CHALONER. 
Tho's  Lee,  Merchant,  in  front  Street  between  Market  and  Arek 
Street. 
Lepnard  Dorsey — do — oomer  of  8d  ft  Arch  Streetf 

Direciedf 
Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  Council. 

*  See  OoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp«  M9,  B12. 
t  fiee  CeL  Beo.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  ai%  318. 


VSERNSYLYJLSflA  ABCBITSB  17M.  181 

CmVIBSSOTSiMBB    TO  YIKW  BlYSBBj  1790. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia^  April  6th,  1790. 
Ooonoil  reflmmed.  the  Gonsideratipn  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
O^iMral  AB8qiAl:i)y  x>t  the  Slat  of  March  last,  and  Ihercupon  Timothy 
Matlack,  John  Adlum  and  Samuel  Maclaj,  w.ere  api^ointed  Commis- 
gioners  to  examine  and  survey  the  Waters  of  Quattapahillla,  Swatan^ 
part  of  Susquebana,  and  Juniata  Rivers,  the  Waters  of  Sinnama- 
honing  Creek,  part  of  the  Waters  of  Allegany  Rivers,  Presque  Isl^ 
&ca. — audi  Frederick  Antes,  Reading  Howell  and  William  Dean, 
were  also  appointed  Commissioners  to  explore  the  Country  near  the 
head  waters  of  the  Delaware  Rivcr^  East  Branch  of  Susquehannai 
and  of  the  Rivers  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill^  agreeably  to  the  diieetionff 
of  the  said  Resolution  of  Assembly. 

JExtiact  from  the  Minutes, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  CfiARLES  BIDDLE/Sec'ry.*  ' 


Cession  or  Westebh  Tbb&itobt  bt  N.  CjUftOUVA— Aooe^ozd 

.   1790. 

Offioe  of  Secretary  of  Sf^ 

Aj^ril  6fth,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honoc  to  sendjyou  herein  enclosed  two  dopies  daly 
ftuthentieated  of  ihe  a«t  to  «ocep|  a  cession  ^  thoolasma  if  the  state 
of  North  Carolina  to  a  oevtain  district  of  western  Territory;  ako  6f 
the  act  to  prevent  the  exportation^  of  Goods,  not  d«Iy  inqMoied 
according  to  the  iawis  of  the  sereral  states,  and  of  being  irilk  teitll- 
ments  of  tlie  laoet  perfect  reipoot, 

your  Exoellen^'^  most  obedient, 

&  most  h'ble  senrant, 

TH.  JEFi'ERSON.t 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indortedy 

Head  in  Council,  April  15tb,  1790,  and  answered. 

*  See  Cot  B#c.,  Vol.  XVL,  pp.  W6,  819. 

t  Cd.  Reo.,  Vol  XVL,  p.  2Z^uA  688  of  this. 
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BssoLtnoK  oi*  AssSMfiLT — ^WDER  Magazim,  1790. 

State  of  PennaylYania, 

In  Oeneral  'AosemVij, 

Tuesday,  April  6, 1790^  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  oommlitee  appointed  to  eoAfer  ^th  the  Sapreiae     , 
Executive  Counoil,  read  yesterday,  y»a9  read  the  seeoud  time ;  and 
the  resolution  therein  oontaioedi  as  follows,  being  under  oonsidera* 
tion,  vi«.^- 

Resolvedy  that  the  President  and  Supreme  Szeeutive  Council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a 
suitable  lot  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  magarine 
for  the  storage  of  gun  powder  and  and  also  to  contract  for  erecting 
Buoh  building  on  such  constructions  and  such  dimensions  aa  win 
oonduoe  to  Se  seoofity  of  the  public  in  this  instance.  And  thai 
this  house  wtU  at  ^ir  vast  s^on  by  law  make  provisioo  for  the 
ejq[>enees  of  such  purchase  and  bnildipg/' 

On  the  question,  trill  the  house  agree  to  the  said  resolatkm  ? 

The  Fees  and  Nays  being  called  thereon  by  Mr.  Keonedj  and 
Mr.  Mitchell,  were  as  follows^  m.-^ 


Yeas. 

1  Lawrence  Seckle, 

2  Jacob  Hikaheitter, 
8  William  Rawle, 

4  Francis  Gumey, 

5  Samuel  Ashmead, 

6  Thomas  Paul,  . 

7  Thomas  Britton, 

8  Elias  Boys, 

9  OerandvHi  Wynkoop, 

10  Yalentine  Opp, 

11  John  Chapmatti 

12  Jamea  Bryan, 

13  Richard  Thomas, 

14  Henry  Dering, 

15  John  Miller,  . 

16  Thomas  GEngan, 

17  «Jacob  Schmyser, 

18  Thomas  Lilly, 

19  William  Godfrey, 

20  Jonathan  Hoge, 

Nays. 

1  Richard  Downing^ 

2  James  Oanningham, 

3  John  Stewart, 

4  Thomas  Kennady, 

5  David  Mitchell, 


Yeas. 

21  John  Lndwig, 

22  Niehohfl  Luis, 
28  Daniel  Leinbaob, 
24  Conrad  Thrie,  jnnr.^ 
25- Jimes  Marshall, 

26  Herman  Husband, 

27  Jacob  ReiiT, 

28  Jonathan  Robeits, 

29  Benjamin  Markley, 

80  Janes  Vmit, 

81  Jacob  Miley, 

82  Jehn  Oarson, 

88  James  MoKnighL 
34  Obadiah  Qom, 
85  David  Stewart, 

36  John  Nevill, 

37  John  Harris, 
88  Huffh  Lloyd, 
39  Richard  Riley. 

'   Nays. 
-6  JohA  Mottre, 

7  John  Baird, 

8  James  Barr, 

'  9  James  Allison, 
10  Alexander  Wright, 


11  Tlipmaa  i^eiMUA,  14  J«b49  Jobn^tQiii     ^ 

12  Jobo  Giftinesty  15  John  Rhea. 
J3  Jiim99  Fiplejr^  . 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Bstraet  ^om  the  miniitetf. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Asaemhlj. 
Jndor$edj 

Read  in  Conoeil,  April  9th,  «1790,  and  r«&ri;ed  to  Cqlaoef 
MUea^  Col.  WiUiog  and  Ur.  |lead. 


iNST&UOnOlfS  TO  COMHISSIONEBS  JTOE  RSYIBWINO  RlYERS,  1790. 

InCoupcjl,. 

Philadelphia,  April  8ti»^  1799.  ' 
Gentlemen, 

Oouneil  hwrfbg  inpwaiiaDee'of  Ae  ^oriond  Beaalotion  of  the 
General  AjMm|$y  g€  tha  tUriy^firatdaj  of.  Mw^ah  kai,  apfMHwIifld 
you  GommiBaionera  for  the  pnrposea  ezpreesed  in  the  first  part  of 
the  said  Resdution. 

Yon  will  without  delay  proeeed-te-  the  head  of  the  Quittapahilla, 
and  from  thenee  to  the  Swatara,  and  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
Suacmehanna;  then  paasing  over  that  part  of  the  Sn8()uehanna, 
which  has  hoen  dready  examined  hy  the  Gommiaaonen  appantad 
on  the  2nd  of  October,  1789  j  you  will  prooeed  to  the  month  of 
the  Jiiaiata,  whete  yon  are  to  re-bomttaaea  the  axamimtion  pro- 
posed, and  prooeed  np  the  Snsquabaona  ta.  Snabwy,  and  tbeneo  np 
the  W^t  Braooh  to  Cinnamahoning,  and  np  the  same  to  the  Canoe 
plaoe,  (s6  called,)  or  snch  place  on  the  main  Branch  of  Cini^amv 
honiogi  as  will  connect  most  easily  with  any  practicabk  branch  of 
the  Allegany,  the  Consua^  Toby^s  Creek,  or  any  other  which  inav 
discbarge  itself  into  the  Allegany  nearest  to  th^  month  of  Frencm 
Creek )  and  thence  examine  French  Creek  op  to  Le  Boeuf  and  the 
Portage  to  Presque  Isle;  yon  will  alec  examine  and  exploA  any 
nearer  and  more  convenient  communication  which  may  be  effected 
by  land  or  water  with  Lake  Erie )  that  yoU  will  -Miaa  velnm  down 
the  Allegany,  and  examine  the  same,  fjoiii  the  month  o(  the  French 
Greek  to  tae>  Ki^kesMaetaa^  and  np  the  Kiskemenetas  to  the 
CoDemangh,  and  up  the  Conemangh  to  its  forks  with  Stony  Creek, 
and  from  the  same  by  the  nearest  branches  which  can  be  improved 
by  Canal  or  Lock  navigation,  to  the  ahertest  portage  which  may 
be  found  to  the  Frankstown  Branch  of  Juniata,  at  or  near  the 

*  See  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XVI.  p.  «19. 


664  niKN8TLTANlA  AACinrVSB  VtWk  . 

month  of  Popiv  ran  where  Pktirick  Cassady  now  K^es,  md  down 
the  Frankstown  hraeoh  of  Juniata  to  the  head  of  Water  Street, 
where  the  Commiasioners  of  last  jear  oonoluded  the  report  of  thdr 
work.  9 

If  any  diffioalties  occur  in  the  execution  of  the  dnties  required  of 
you  by  these  Instructions,  you  will  aive  information  thereof  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  that  such  difficulties  may,  if  possible,  be 
remoTed. 

,  When  you  have  compleated  the  Business  you  will  make  report  to 
the  Board  of  your  proeeedings,  together  with  an  Estimate  of  the 
Ezpence  that  may,  in  your  opinion,  be  necessary  to  cany  the  said 
Resolution  into  execution. 

Coanoil  have  thought  proper  to  allow  you  seventeen  shillings  and 
six  pence  per  diem  for  your  services  in  this  business,  including  your 
personal  ezpences. 

The  Charges  which  may  necessarily  arise  from  the  hire  of  Horses, 
Boats  and  Assistants  will  be  allowed  by  Council ;  at  the  same  dme 
it  is  earnestly  reoommended  to  you  to  avoid  every  unneoeasazy 
expeooe  and  delay.  . 
Jndorudj 

TathaOooudssSotteniappcfiDWdiQ  caplMreAeW^rtem  Waters, 
OSimolhji  Matbflk,  John  Adlom  aul  Simid  Maolay^  Jimps. 


Pev.  MimiN  so  BoanoAns  w  Oonflii ig  ■  MuagABP^  1790. 

The  Delegatea  of  Peaneyliaikia  in  the  House  of  BepreaeolatiTes  ef 
tfa«  United  Staftea,  at  New  ¥odc 

In  Council,  lOih  April,  17»0. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  a  memorial  addressed  to  the 
House  of  Representives  of  the  United  States  by  the  Manufieiurer 
of  Mustard  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  memdrial  Council 
request  you  to  givo  that  support  which  may  be  most  consistent  with 
your  Ideas  of  public  Utility. 
I  haive  the^honor  to  be,  with 

the  greatest  Sespeet,  Oentlenen^ 

Tour  obedient  and  most  humMe  Servasi, 

THOMAS  MIFPLIH. 
*  See  GeL  Ree.,  YoL  XVL,  p.  815»  Z21. 
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Secretaet  or  State  to  Pres.  Mipplin,  1790. 

New  York,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  herein  inclosed  two  copies  duly 
authenticated  of  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  and 
of  heing  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
your  Bzoellenoy^s  most  ohedieni 

&  most  humble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.* 

Directed, 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Secketary  of  War  to  Pres.  Mipplin — Inwans,  1790. 

War  Office,  April  16th,  1790. 
Sir, 

By  direetion  of  the  Presideiit  of  the  United  States  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Ezoellenoy  the  copy  of  the  letter  which 
baa  been  fcHrwarded  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Washington  County  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  last  with  the  representation 
whioh  accompanied  the  same  from  Washington  county  were  laid 
before  the  Congress  for  their  information,  ft  has  been  in  oontem- 
plation  to  afford  as  general  k  effieient  protection  to  the  frontiers  aa 
eould  be  reasonably  expected,  but  the  means  to  that  end  not  having 
yet  been  decided  upon  by  Congress  and  the  season  of  Indian  incur* 
sions  fast  approaching,  the  President  has  been  induced  to  direct  the 
measore  contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  as  a  temporary  expedient. 
The  same  measure  precisely  has  been  at  the  same  time  extended 
to  the  exposed  counties  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  south  of  the 
Biver  Ohio. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX,t 

Seeretary  of  War. 

Directed, 

His  BxeeUency,  the  President  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvftiiia. 

♦  Col.  R0O.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  247. 
t  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  840. 
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Sborktakt  of  Wae  to  Lieutenant  of  Washington  Couktt— 
IndianSi  1790. 

Copy.. 

War  offioe,  A|»ril  18d^  1790. 

Sir, 

A  Copy  of  a  letter  sSgaed  by  Aleziyoder  Addiioo^  James  Ross, 
Thomas  Ryersoo^  and  Henry  Taylor,  four  inhabitants  of  Washington 
county  and  dated  the  25th  of  January  last,  has  been  transmitted  by 
bis  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esqr.,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  together  with  other  papers 
of  the  same  nature. 

From  thi^  letter  it  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  were  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  Indians  in  like  manner  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Virginia  lying  along  the  upper 
parts  of  the  Ohio. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  having  be^n  induced  on  the 
application  of  some  of  the  said  counties  to  direct  me  to  empower 
the  Lieutenants  of  said  Counties  to  employ  certain  patroles  teroied 
Scouts  for  the  protection  thereof,  and  as  it  is  his  deaire,  tiaat  the 
prCNtection  should  be  extended  to  all  the  exposed  firentiers,  he  has 
directed  me  to  transmit  to  yoa  a  dasoratioaary  power  in  the  like 
manner  as  has  been  transmitted  to  the  counties  of  Virginia. 

I  da  therefore.  Sir,  in  the  oane  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Btaites  authorise  yoU|  if  in  your  Jadgment  the  appeamnoes  of  dsBfer 
are  Sach  as  to  reqaire  the  measure  to  call  forth-  the  Soonts  hem 
mentioned  and  under  the  regulation  descrihed. 

1st,  That  the  aomber  of  men  so  called  forth  shall  not  exceed  the 
nnrnber  which  nanally  heretofore  have  been  allowed  bj  Virgiob, 
and  upon  no  pietenoe  to  ezeeed  the  number  of  eight  men. 

2df  That  the  pay  or  ezpenee  of  the  said  Scants  shall  not  eaoeei 
the  pay  and  expence  heretofore  nsoally  ailowwi  by  Virginia. 

8d,  That  the  said  Sbouts  shall  not  be  coOdnned  in  aenriee  knget 
than  the  exigence  shall  require. 

That  when  the  said  Service  shall  be- performed  the  foUowing 
evidence  will  be  required. 

Firstly,  a  return  o£  the  names,  ages  and  Residence  of  the  said 
Scouts.  •    - 

Secondlyi  an  abstract  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Scouts  Spedfyiag 
the  exact  days  in  which  they  were  so  employed.  The  pay  to  be 
regulated  by  the  joweat  price,  in  ihe  lespectitne  oonatieei  in  irtdch 
the  service  may  be  performed  and  on  this  point  yon  and  ftte  osHh 
mending  officer  will  be  particularly  accnrate.  I  have  been  informed 
that  58.  Virginia  currency  perr  day,  has  been  given  to  each  of  the 
Scouts.  If  this  high  price  has  been  given,  it  must  form  the  exoesi 
to  be  given  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


TUrdly;  «a  ae^owt  of  ntioiw^  mA  tati<m  being  SMwl  at  not  • 
bighisr  rate  tban  6  p.  per  ratiou. 

Fourthly,  all  Ibese  papers  muai  be  signed  aad  oerii&d  en  oatb  bj 
ihe  ooaaty  LieuteiMiitoi  or  eommaodiDg  offioer  of  each  conaly  and 
transmitted  to  Brigadier  Qecieral  Harmar  in  order  jbo  be  delivered 
to  tba.payviaBter  of  hia  RegimeDt  who  will  have  the  acoouDts  paaaedi 
and;  ^aw  ^  i&eaey  for  the  eame*  The  no&ejr  00  idntwiiyto  be 
paid  by  .him  to  the  eounty  Lieutenants  who  Qinat  produce  to  him 
the  receipts  of  the  individuals  for  whom  the  money  was  eo  drawn. 

The  commanding  officer  will  also  issne  a  reasonable  qnantiitgr  of 
powder  &  Ball  for  the  said  Seouts  to  the  ton^y  lieutenants. 

This  measure  is  to  be  eonsideiiod  only  as  a  temporary  expedienl 
nntil  either  tbe  danger  eeases^  or  some  general  arrangement  of 
defenee  ah^U  be  made.  You  will  please  to  acknowledge  Sie  receipt 
of  this  letter  and  to  inform  me  of  the  .measores  which  yon  umj 
adopt  in  eonaequence  thereof,  or  of  those  whioh  were  in  oparatioD  at 
the  time  of  its  receipt 

I  h«fe  the  honor  to  be^  Sn, 

your  most  obedient  Serv't, 

*Signed,        H.KNOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Directed^ 
.    The  Lieutenant  of  Washington  county,  State  of  Pennsylvania 


Memorial  of  William  Semplb,  lavb  1  SirB-LiEtJTssrANT  of 
City  of  Philadelphia,  1790. 

The  petitioii  and  Memorial  of  William  Sample,  late  a  Sub  Lieutenant 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  1790,  To  the  Honble.  The  President 
and  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Honble.  Body  to  look  back  into  your  records, 
where  you  will  find  that  your  memorialist  was  appointed  a  Snb- 
Lientenant,  as  set  forth  above,  under  the  Lieutenant  William  Henry^ 
fisqr.,  in  the  year  1777.  That  he  was  int  that  employment  at  the 
time,  when,  after  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  &c.,  the  British  troops 
invested  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  ^rat  alarm,  after  their 
crossing  tihe  Hiver  Schuylktil,  when  Cbngress  and  your  Honble, 
predecessors  left  the  City,  (Mr.  Bittenhouse  being  sent  into  ibe 
Ccmiitiff  on:p«iblick  bwdness)  he  bid 'all  the  moniea  and  pabUck 
pafpeni  laf  hia  office  (then  nnlder -  the  care  of '  Mti  Rittsnhonse)  safelji^ 
oooveyed  on  board  a  shallop  ready  to  pfooeed  to  Trenton.  And  that 
en  Ikt  iay  they  adtamed  aftd  aAtaeked  >aeine  of  our  troops  «t  tli* 

*  See  CoL  R^<v,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  840. 
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Risiflff  Son  tavern,  <m  the  Germftntown  road,  he,  when  mkme  in  the 
mctaal  duties  of  that  office,  had  a  great  many  of  both  pabliok  and 
private  arma  eonveyed  oat  of  the  City — and  oonttnned  ao  long  ia 
yonr  serrioe  that  day,  that  he  was  within  ten  minntee  of  being  taken 
at  Frankfort  Bridge,  by  a  party  of  the  Eoemy's  light  horae.  The 
nifffat  following,  aner  being  ordered  by  Colonel  Hamilton,  Oeneni 
Washington's  Aid  de  Camp,  he  followed  and  endeavonring  in  vaia 
to  rally  a  regiment  of  Militia,  he  afterwards  oondacted  part  of  the 
arms,  &o.,  of  the  City  to  AUentown. 

About  this  time,  be  sold  to  Capt.  Lang,  belonging  to  the  Clothier's 
department,  a  oonsiderable  quantity  of  clothing,  for  which  he  never 
has  been  able  to  procure  a  final  settlement,  either  by  Mr.  Stille, 
agent  for  Congress,  or  through  Mr.  Nichollson,  conptoller  general 
for  Pennsylvania.  Your  petitioner  humbly  requests  to  know  how 
this  account  can  be  settled. 

On  the  evacuation  of  the  City  by  the  British,  he  again  entered  in 
the  employment  of  his  office,  and  continued  in  it  for  some  time,  and 
until  he  conceived  that  there  was  not  sufficient  employment,  .when 
be  voluntarily  sent  in  his  commission  and  resignation  to  your  hono- 
rable predecessors.  And  altho'  it  was  not  at  that  time  his  intention 
to  charge  any  thing  for  his  services,  yet  now  that  he  has  ezperieneed 
a  series  of  misfortunes,  and  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  depending 
on  his  friends  for  common  support,  he  hopes  that  the  Hononble  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  will  see  the  juatioe  and 
propriety  of  allowing  him  the  wages  annexed  to  his  office  for  the 
time  he  served  therein.  And  your  Memorialist  and  Petitioner,  as 
in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c.J 

WILLIAM  SEMPLK. 

Philadelphia,  15th  April,  1790. 

Dtrectedf 

The  Honble.  the  President,  &  Executive  Council  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennsylvania.    Present. 


PbJBS.  MnTUN  TO  Sbo'T  JXITERBON* — CSSSOCON  Of  LkSDB  ISOX 

NoBTH  Carolina,  1790. 

In  ConncU,  Philadelphia,  April  15th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yoat  Letter  of  the 
6th  Instant,  with  two  Copies  of  the  Act  of  Congreaa,  to  aooept  a 
Cession  of  the  Claims  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  n  oerteiii 
diatriet  (d  Weatem  Territory,  and  of  tho  Aet  to  prevent  tha  export- 

*  See  page  681. 
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fttion  of  goods  not  dnlj  intpeotod  acoording  to  the  Iaws  of  the 
fleyevml  States. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Bespeot,  yoor  obedient 
and  most  humble  Serrant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Honorable  Thomas  JefferaoB,  Bsqabe^  Seoretary  of  Stale* 


Sxo't  Jetfirson  to  Pass.  MiffKLni<— Punis,  1790. 

New  Tork,  April  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

•  I  have  the  hon<Mr  to  send  yon,  herein  inolosed,  two  eopies,  duly 
anthentieated,  of  the  Aet  farther  to  sospend  part  of  an  Aet  entitled 
**  An  Aet  to  regnlate  the  oolleotion  of  the  dntiea  imposed  by  Law  on 
the  Tonnage  of  ships  or  Vessels,  and  on  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merw 
^aadises  imported  into  the  United  States/'  and  to  amend  the  said 
Aet;  and  of  being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfeet  respeet, 
year  Exoellenoy's  most  obedient 

ft  most  hnmUe  servant, 

THO.  JEFFEBSON. 
His  KzeeUeney  The  President  of  Pennsylyania.* 


Prss.  MmuN  TO  Seo't  Jsitkhson — vbvsvl  Arts,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Fhikdelphia,  April  2ath,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letters  of 
the  fifteenth  and  nineteenth  instant,  with  two  Copies  of  the  Act  of 
Congress,  to  promote  the  Progress  of  nsefVil  Arts,  and  of  the  Aet 
farther  to  suspend  part  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  regnlate  the 
OoUeetion  of  the  daties  imposed  by  Law  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or 
Vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United,  [States]  snd  to  amend  the  said  Act. 
With  sentiments  of  perfect  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  obedient 

and  most  hnmble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLINf 
Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  Seo'ry  of  State. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  847. 

t  See  page  685*a&d  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  847. 
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Edward   Cbawtobd,   Je.,   to   Sbo'y   BiDDLB-^MAjBBUdOi 
lii€£if  saay  1790. 

Dr.  Sir,   . 

About  one  year  ago,  I  reo'd  12  blank  Marriage  Lioenoea,  whi^ 
are  all  disposed  of  und  atM)oanied  for  bj  me,  except  one. 

The  beaiw  bero  of  Mr.  Jdbn  QoUmqii,  Meoek^i,  will  MMin  in 
Town  a  few  days,  please  be  so  ot)ligiDg  as  to  forward  to  me  bj  him, 
about  the  same  number  for  tlie  enauing  year.  Mr.  Colhoon  will 
lodge  at  the  Harp  &  Crown. 

And  I  am  Dr.  air^  your  obedient 

And  very  humble  Servant, 

EDW.  CRAWFORD. 

Ki.B.-*A  Bend  a^ecl  by  John  McDbwell  k  Jeta  WUkM»  jaa&, 
WW  eneloaed  tA  me  frem  OoniMil,  of  the  6  Dod'r  last,  with  djjMtiai 
to  get  Alex.  MeDoweii  flat veyor^  to  eigii  the  same  aboy  &  hawo  it 
recorded,  &e.  I  bwre  aeen  Mr.  MeCN^weU  ef  oar  CowNty,  ft  he 
koews  noitbing  about  the  honikeas }  It  appeara  te  have  been  iaieMM 
forCnm'dOo'y. 

B.  C 

Chambenheig^  26  Apifil,  1700. 

Charles  Biddle,  Baq.,  Seory.  tot  the  Bxeoitive  Ooonoil,  <tf  PeiiB- 

aylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


No.  1. 


CoHMieSKJJCBKS  W  BZAklHS  THX  WE8TERN  WaTBRS,  TO  PltBS. 

Mifflin,  1790. 

The  Commissionera  appointed  to  examine  the  Western  Waten, 
pray  the  President  and  Connoil  will  please  to  grant  them  an  order 
on  the  Treasury  for  three  hundred  pounds-^an  order  to  Mr. 
Bittenhonse,  to  deliver  to  the  Commissioners  the  statea  level — to  Mr* 
EUicott  to  deliver  them  a  oompasa  belonging  also  to  the  Stato— and 
to  the  Commissary  of  stores  to  deliver  suoh  Tents  &  other  artielea 
of  stores  as  he  can  supply  for  the  expedition,  to  be  aooonnted  for  by 
them. 

T.  MATLACK.* 

April  28, 1790. 
Indorsed^ 

1790,  April  26th.    From  Timothy  Matlack  and  John  Adlan, 

»  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  847  and  849. 


Esquirefl,  two  ■  of  the  .GommissioDers  appoint^  te  e^pkn  lh# 
Western  Watersy  McioBing  an  Estimate  of  the  sapfdifii  Beieaaar^ 
to  enable  them  to  pxeoeed. 

Read  in  Council,  April  26tl^  1790,  and  ralemdite  Mr.  Wihtti^ 
Mr..  WiUiqg  and  Mr.  Kucher. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoelleney  the  President  &  Supreme  Ezecutire  Conncil. 


^  No.  2. 

The  Commisnotiere  appointed  to  proceed  to  Lake  Erie,  pray  the 
President  and  Council  will  please  to  grant  them  an  qrdef  on  the 
Treasury  for  one  hundred  pounds,  to  purchase  some  artides,  which 
ought  to  be  prooured  immediately. 

T.  MATLACK. 

Philadelphia,  17  April,  1790. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


No.  8, 

Estimate  of  ProTisions. 

From  Sunbury  down  to  Middletown,  %  men,        Hen.  Days.  Days. 

(&  stay  there)  13  days.  89 

From  Middletown  to  Sunbury  &  stay  there,  6  6  80 

From  Sunbury  to  Mouth  of  Consua,  8  51  408 

8  men,  returning  with  horses,  8  10  80 

From  Consua  to  Juniata,  5  78  89U 

Commissioners,  8  148  444 

Days  Provisions,  1341 

Provisioos. 

25  bis.  of  Flour,  25  00  00 

1501b  of  Chocolate  boxes,  &c.,  8  00  00 

160  of  Sugar,  7  10  00 

800tb  of  Pork  &  Bacon;  20  00  00 

Peaao  A  Rice,  2  00  00 

Other  small  stores,  6  00  00 

-: —       63  10  00 


50  00  00 
600  00 
2  06  00 

8  00  Oe(miiehtoolov) 

4  00  00 

15  00  00 

112  10  00 

2  06  00 

•l«e     A1     AA 

A«rv    V*     w 

£263  1100 
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4  HotMi,  ®  £12  lOy 
4  Paek  fladdl69, 

Axes  &  Adse, 

Bope,  Ndls,  OimbfetB  &  other  «maU 

8toreB|  not  in  the  Araenali 
Casks  for  paokingy  &c.^ 
Boat, 

Men's  paji  equal  to  80  months,  at  758. 
Bagg8|  saj  8|  at  5s.  Od. 


No  ram  is  estimated,  but  there  must  be  either  in  pay 

or  something  else  as  Compensation. 
Contingent  expenoes. 
And  carriage  across  from  Conemach. 
Carnage,  &o.  &o. 
Powder  &  Lead. 


No.  4. 

Estimate  of  time.  daji 

• 
On  the  Quitopahilla  &  Swatara,  7 

To  the  Juniata,  including  unavoidable  delay  at  Middletown,  3 

To  Sunbury,  including  the  time  for  viewing  Berry's  Falls, 

McOee's  Half  Falls,  Berger's  riffle  and  Shamokin  Falls,  6 

At  Sunbury  in  procuring  men  and  horaesy  3 

Up  the  Susquehanna  to  Sennemahoning,  15 1 

Investigating  that  neighborhood;  and  passing  to  the  moalli        I  ci 

of  the  Gonsua,  80  } 

Exploring  the  Consua,  6  j 

Down  to  the  junction  of  the  waters  with  Frenoh  Creek,         5 
Exploring  Toby's  Creek,  either  goiog  or  coming,  10 

Pasung  from  Venango,  the  Presquile  and  returning,  20 

Down  to  the  Eiskeminetas,  including  time  for  remarks,        10  }»7$ 
To  Stoney  Creek,  10 

From  Stoney  Creek  to  Juniata,  15 

On  the  Juniata,  8 

days  US 


And  in  this  estimate  very  little  if  any  allowance  is  made  for 
rainy  weather,  and  every  thing  is  supposed  to  go  ttndt  fonmd, 
without  extra  delay  of  any  kind. 
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Copt — Keoeiver  General  to  ComwromjiR  General,  1790 

John  Nicholson,  Esq'r, 
Sir, 

Please  to  famish  me  with  the  following  particulars. 

1st,  The  amonnt  &  number  of  new  Loan  Certificates,  issued  for 
Continental  Certificates  received  on  Loan. 

2d,  The  amount  &  number  of  New  Loan  Certificates,  issued  for 
Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  divided  to  accomodate 
the  parties  to  the  28fch  March,  1789. 

3d,  The  amount  &  number  of  Certificates  issued  for  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Pay  due  the  late  Armj.         Funded,      )    to  28th  Maich, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,;  '89. 

4th,  The  amonnt  &  number  of  said  Depreciation  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  of  same  description,  consolidated  or  out  up  to 
moeommodate  the  parties.        Funded,      )    to  28th  March, 
Do.  Do.  Unfunded,)         '89. 

5th,  The  amount  ft  number  of  Militia  or  Funded  Debt,  Certifir 
oates,  issued  for  the  Debts  of  this  State  ^  Act  of  Ist  April,  1784, 
to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

6th,  The  amount  &,  number  of  said  Funded  Debt  Certificates, 
issued  for  Certificates  oif  same  desoription,  consolidated  or  cut  up  to 
'aooommodate  the  parties,  to  the  28th  March,  1789. 

7th,  The  amount  of  Indents  you  have  paid  Thoikias  Smith,  Coni. 
Loan  Officer,  to  28th  Marchj  1789,  for  account  of  this  State,  ft  also 
the  amount  paid  since  that  Period  to  Ist  April,  1790. 

8th,  The  Account  of  all  Certificates  issued  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  this  State,  received  by  the  Comptroller  General  for 
account  of  this  State,  other,  than  those  receiv'd  from  the  Receiver 
General  for  lands  sold  in  the  Old  ft  New  Purchase. 

9th,  An  Account  of  all  Pensbns  due  to  the  Invalids  ^  Act  of 
22d  September,  1788,  for  which. warrants  may  yet  issue  to  oompleat 
the  payments  to  1st  May,  1789,  agreeable  to  Act  of  27th  March, 
1789. 

10th,  An  account  of  all  warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  on  the  Treasury,  previous  to  28th  March,  '89,  that  remained 
outstanding  or  unpaid  on  said  28th  Mar.,  '89,  ft  the  Funds  out  of 
which  they  may  be  payable. 

11th,  An  Account  of  all  the  Exonerations  made  by  the  different 
Counties  for  State  Taxes,  so  far  as  the  same  may  have  been  furnish'd 
your  Office. 

All  these  Objects  are  essentially  necessary  for  the  arrangements 
making  in  this  Office.  I  must  beg  your  answer  w^en  I  may  expect 
Vol.  XL— 30 
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them  &  sKaU  be  oblig'd  by  joar  reoderiDg  them  as  speedilj  as 
possible. 

I  MD,  Sir,  joon  fto. 

Begisfcer  aenl.  Offioe^  26th  April,  1790. 

Indorsed, 

1790,  April  26th,  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jno.  DoDaldsoD,  Eeq'r, 
Begister  General,  to  John  Nicholson,  Esq'r,  Comptroller  GeDenl, 
containing  a  request  to  be  famished  with  acoounts  of  GertifieateB. 


Estimate  or  Exi^enses  bt  Commissioners  on  SusQusHAinrA, 
Lehiqh,  Sohuylkill,  &o.,  1790. 

Estimate  of  the  ezpenoe  by  the  Commisaioiien  for  explcnng  the 
the  N.  B.  Braneh  of  Suaquehanna,  Leighy,  Sohaylkill,  &e.,  in  the 
pUrohase  of  provision,  payment  of  hands,  &o.,  as  ^  the  ^t  mnnesed, 
^r  whioh  they  will  seed  mony  advanc'd. 

The  time  necessary  estimated  at  2i  Months. 

2  pack  horses,                     .        .         .    '    .  22 

2  ditto.  on  hire  part  of  time,  .  .  5 
4  pack  saddles,  15e.,  ....  8 
1  large  Caaoe  at  great  Bend,      •        .        •  2 

a  Gwt.  of  Flour,  dOs.,        .        .        .        .  12  15 

63  J  lbs.  Baoon  @  6id 14    7  1 

76    "   Chocolate,  Is.  1,      .        .        ♦        •  4    13 

90    «   Sugar,  708., 3    3 

Sonsong  and  Bobia  tea,  pepper,  Mustard,  Ac.,     1 
8  Casks  of  near  half  Barrel,  ea.,  1 

4  large  canvass  bags,  ....  1 

Te&ettle,  kins,  ^ootts,  &0.,    ...  15 

Tran^wrtation  of  800  Iba  of  provision  to  near 
the  forks  of  Delaware,  @  20s.      .  8 

1  Man  to  assist  in  Surveying  &  other  occasional 

service,  6s., 18  15 

3  Other  hands  @  7&s.  month,    .        .        .  28    2  6 
Stationary, '         112 

£126  10 
Exchange  @  10  equal  to  £139  3  paper  m. 
2  Tents, 
2  Campkettles, 


2  axes  and  ^me  0<Nrd  we  suppose  may  bo  had  from  the  C.  of 
Military  Stores. 

In  behalf  of  ihe  t*  OomttissioiierBy 

READma  HOWELL  * 
Phila.,  April  2Tft,  1790. 
Direciedf 

To  his  Ezcellency  the  president  and  Bxeeutive  Cotinctl. 
Indorsedf 

Bead  in  Ooanoil,  April  27th|  1790|  and  an  order  drawn  npon  the 
Treasurer  for  £ia9  3  0, 

J.  TRIMBLE,  for 
Ghas.  BmoLx,  Secy, 


RspoRT  OF  CoaiMrmBi  on  Lvtrtoi  or  Oo2iFrBOU.iBB  Genebal^ 

1790. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  letter  of  the  Comptroller  General 
of  the  13th  Instant,  Tespeoting  the  bnetness.  to  be  transacted  between 
him  &  the  Comptroller  Genl.  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the 
exchange  of  Certifieates,  beg  leave  to  o£fer  the  following  Resolution 
as  proper  to  be  adopted  by  Contioil. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  Genl.  be  and  he  hereby  is  in- 
Btracted  on  the  return  of  Certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States, 
entered  on  the  books  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  whioh  have  been  assigned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  new  loan  Certificates  presented  to  be  exchanged  therefor, 
to  deliver  thetewith  a  letter  of  Attorney  other  proper  instruments 
to  the  party  receiving  such  Certificates  to  the  end  that,  as  the  said 
Cettifiitetes  are  not  assignable  or  payable  to  bearer  the  party  may  be 
enabled  to  reinvest  the  property  in  themselves  by  a  transfer  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
Indorsed, 

Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Comptr.  GenPs  Letteir,  Itiolosiikg 
the  Letter  of  the  Auditor  Genl.  of  the  U.  8.  on  the  subject  cS 
£2zch'g  Certificates. 

Bead  1st  Time,  I6th  Jan.,  1790. 

Read  28tk  April,  1790,  and  adopted. 

The  enclosures  lent  to  Mr.  Gallatin  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Investigation. 

*  See  instructions  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XYL,  p.  346  also  848. 
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Beoister  General  to  Pres.  Mifflin^  1790. 

His  EzeaUenoj  Tliomag  Hifflio,  Baq^r^  ft  the  Hon'ble  Sapraie 

ExecutiTe  Oooneili 

Id  ooDformitj  to  the  12th  Seotion  of  the  Law  of  lat  April,  1790, 
requiriDg,  <'  that  the  Comptroler  General  &  Register  General  shall 
''once  in  every  month  in  the  presence  of  two  Members  of  the 
''  Supreme  Executive  Council,  examine  all  Certificates  granted  br 
''  this  State,  &  received  in  Exohapge  by  the  Comptroller  Genenl, 
<'and  after  taldng  lists  thereof  in  the  manner  faereinbefin'd  directed; 
''such  Certificates  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Begister  Genl.,  ftr  the 
''  purpose  of  being  oancelled  &  preserved  in  the  manner  aforeaaid, 
"  &o/'  I  have  tl^  honor  to  inform  your  Hon'ble  Board  that  I  am 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  above  duties  whenever  you  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  above  purpose. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respept, 

your  most  ^})ed.  h'ble  Berv't, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Begister  General  Office,  May  3, 1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency;  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  in  Oounoil. 
Indorsed, 

Bead  in  Council,  May  4th,  1790. 


Seo'x  Jefferson  to  Frss.  Mifflin^  1790. 

New  York,  May  6th,  1790, 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  aend  you,  hetein  iaelosed,  two  oopiaBy  Mf 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  orimea  against 
.the  United  States :  also,  of  the  Act  for  regulating  the  militair 
establishment  of  the  United  States,  and  of  being,  with  aentiaaaiits  of 
the  most  perfect  respect. 

Your  Excellency'a  moat  obedient . 

&  most  humble  servant^^ 

TH.  JEFPEKSON. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  United  SUtea. 
♦  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XVL,  p.  860. 
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PrrmoN  of  TitOMiis  Maetin— Wyoming,  1790. 

To  the  Honofabte  Soptenie  Bteeotive  Coaneil  of  4^6  dMe  of  Pernio 

^Tlvanis*    The  Petidoii  &  remonstrance  of  Thomas  Martin  hnmbl j 

shewethi 

That  your  Petitioner  pnrchased  his  Land  at  Wiomiqg  nnder  the 
title  of  the  State,  from  €oI.  Obarles  Stewart,  ft  that  he  ha9  lired  on 
the  same  for  some  years  past,  in  qniet  ft  peaceful  possession,  ft  paying 
uniform  Subjection  to  the  Iaws  cf  this  Government. 

That  on  the  2l8t  day  of  April  last^  he  was  Summoned  by  the  Civil 
Officer  to  appear  before  Benjamin"  Carpenter  ft  Chris'r  Hollibert, 
Esqrs.,{two  Magistrates  of  this  State,  upon  a  Complaint  of  the  Widow 
Stewart,  ft  they  Inataotly  tnmed  hitn  ft  IAb  helpless  family  on^  of 
his  House  and  plantation,  under  seme  pretenoe  of  his  having  been 
Her  Tenant  ft  living  on  Her  Land. 

That 'youif  petitioner  n^ver  leas'd  any  Lands  from  Her,  but  held  ft 
poBsesa'd  his  Lands  in  hie  own  right,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  pur- 
ehase  iiudef  tto  title  of  Pennsylvania,  ft  that  he'haa  tiover  hoMrd  erf 
any  title  that  she  pretends  to  set  nfn  fcfr  the  lAndy  unless  k  be  froi* 
the  Susquehannah  Company^  which  was  set  aside  by  the  Deoree  of 
Trenton. 

That  your  Petitioner,  thus  deprived  ofhm  BmlMd,  ft  tnraed  eat 
of  Doors  by  the  operation  of  K  Couple  of  Magistrates,  tn  aksummaiy 
way'and  without  any  opportunity  of  adducing  his  Witnesses  to  asoef* 
tain  his  right  to  said  Land,  humbly  jequests  your  H6Doiftble  Board 
to  Inform  him  whether  the  peacable  Citiiena  of  this  Stale  are  thuc^ 
liable  to  be  disseized  of  their  Freeholds  without  remedy  from  yoiic 
Honorable  Body. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  requests  the  Interposition  of 
your  Authority  to  restore  him  to  his  Possession,  ft  enquire  into  tbo^ 
Conduot  of  the  said  Magistrates,  ft  do  tneh  other  thi^igB  as  in  yo«r 
wisdom  you  should  think  propecft  necessary  to.be  doae^  ft  jom^ 
Petitioner,  as  in  Dmtf  bound,  shall  ever  Pray,  ftc.*    . 

THOMAS  MARTIN.    ^ 

Philada,  March  7th,  1790. 


I  have  considered  the  within  petition  and  examined  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Magistrates  therein  mentioned.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  had*  under  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  ft  are 
sufficiently  regular  upon  the  fiice  of  them  to  justify  the  Magistrates. 
But  if  on  the  hearing,  any  oppression  has  been  used  towards  the 
complainants,  redress  may  be  had  by  information  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  upon  oath  being  made  of  the  facts:  ft  if  the  proceedings  are 
not  sufficiently  resular,  they  may  be  quashed  in  the  same  Court  ft 
the  def  ts  restored  to  their  possession.    I  am  of  opinion  that  any 

*  fiee  OeL  Rio.,  ¥oL  X¥L^  860. 


(IBS. 
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interferenoe  of  Goanoil  would  be  improper,  unless  it  vere  to  direct 
ftD  information  or  prosecution  for  undue  practice  or  oppreauon,  Qi 
Buoh  4«ie  tM  b(M«i  in  iU  oo»ihi«(.^  Ihe  Magi^laeaM.) 

W.  BRABPORD,  Jtra. 

Read  1st  Time  8tk  May,  &  referred  to  Y.  P.,  Dr.  Greg  &  Br 
Wiikins.    Reported  11th  Maj,  1790. 


A9«TBAi9T  or   A0CV)¥NTEi  09    PmHBThYAmA  AQAJK9T  TBS 

U«xxw  SvAJKS,  1790.* 


Speete. 
.Dollm. 
VaynMiiiff  on  RMnisitiimt,  .    656.226  86 

4  lOlW  of  1,495,000  Doll'n  Smb. 

June^lTSO,  .  .    698^00a  00 

Paid  in  indents,  .  .        182,662  55 

Tke  OlMrthiBg  DeftttmeAl,  .    144,870  00 

Paj  of  Urn  army,  166,462  88 

BeoraitiDff,  do,'  .  .     868,987  38 

DepreciMMii«fdo.)     .  .     1,568,444  20 

Ordnanoe  A  MiMUry  stores,  .    890,652  00 

BMitia,  .     1,889,716  62 

Horses  purchased  for  the  Army,    .     104,532  63 
ProvisMMis,      .  97,151  49 

Specifis  8«pp4ic8,  .    788,689  26 

QBtrter  Master's  I>q«rtmeBl,    .  60,801  00 

Hospital,;  cb,        .  .  .        8,547  13 

Navy,  ,  601,982  98 

Powdfv  v»i  Salt  Peftfr  Works  & 

Gun  lock  factory,  .  .     101,721^  16 

Contingent  expences,  .  .  80,241  41 

Accounts  of  various  descriptions,    .  1,884,534  65 
Flying  omu      •        .  .  83,146  60 

Prisoners  of  War,  •  .  472  68 

Apprchenduiff  deserters,  .  332  07 

Oontiaentajl  Cectifioates  x^oeived  in 

V^xfSy         .  .  .         62,071  36 

Invalid  Pensioners,  .  .      61,018  60 

pensions  to  Widows  and  Children^      68,000  00 
Fortificationa,       •  ,  .    154^860  00 

Ezpreasesi      .  ,  , 


CMtfl  How 

DoUbm. 
Ml,454,0a5  00 


8,MO,a46  00 
4,020,204  09 

110,420  00 

604,910  00 

28,000 

100,000  00 

87,408  00 

1,986  09 

420,806  09 

22,450  00 

1,140)799  4S 


8,000  « 

3,740  OT' 

19,450  Ov 

18,490  GO 

7,688  4i 


*  See  letter  to  ddegates  SBdorfitf  tW^CoL  Bail.,  YoL  XYL,  p.  869. 
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Barraoks,  16^726  80 

Paid  Interest  on  Certificates  of  the 

United  States,         ,  . .        434^265  70 

Paid  sundry  officers  of  Tl^e  United 

States,         .     .  .     .      68,052  61 

Do.,     Mease  &'  Caldwelj,    Genl. 

Hand,  &oa.,  *        ,  .  ^,880  00 


Wft 
&,427  00 


Amopnt; 


10,642,403  40      47,010,138  00 


KSTORN  09  HiLITART  StOBES,  jOF  PXNliSYLVAKIA,  MaT  12lfa, 

1790. 


Wood  Axes,       .            ^            ..            .            . 

2 

Bayonet  Belts,         .... 

261 

Brushes  and  Wires, 

20^ 

Cartrid'g  Masket  loaded,      . 
Gartooch.  BoxeSy  • 

1400 

275 

Canteens,                  .... 

206 

Crow  Bars,         .            •            .            •            < 

2 

Carbines,      ,            •             .            .             « 

2 

Catlasses, 

136 

Oanners  belts^          .... 

9 

Handspikes,       •            •          ■  • 

8 

Knapsacks, 

205 

Hammers,          .            .            .            .        ' 

5 

Leather,  half  sideSi .... 

2 

Masket  Locks, 

500 

Ladles,         ..... 

6 

Mosketa,            .... 

40 

Slow  match,  Sbs.,      .... 

77 

Measures,  powder. 

6 

Pouchecs  iUfle,^         .... 

814 

Sheets  of  Cartridge  Paper,  Cannon, 

11 

Serew  drivers^           .... 

339 

Gun  Serapers,                » 

6 

CavJiKisn  Seaiehens    •            •            •            • 

1 

Grape  i|hot,        .            ,            .            . 

835 

Round  Shot  12  pdrs., 

130 

9  pdrs.  do.,        .... 

321 

6  pdrs.  do.,               .... 

514 

Boo.  head  Shot,             .            .            .            . 

231 

Chain  do.,                 .... 

22 

Star  do.,            .            \            .            . 

44 

Ordnance  Brass,  12  pdn.,     . 

2 

700 
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Ordnance  Iron,  9  pdra., 

, 

6 

Ditto  6  pdra., 

. 

1« 

Musket  Ball,  a  large  qaadtitj,     . 

i 

Side  lanterns, 

13 

Hand  do.  8mall| 

. 

1 

Pistols,         •            •             • 

8 

Shovels, 

/ 

60 

Spades, 

20 

Tents  horseman's, 

• 

3 

Do.  common, 

154 

Do.  poles,  long, 

• 

66 

Ditto,  short,              .       '     . 

3S 

Track  Wheels,  iron. 

• 

14 

.  Glooka  weights,  iron, 

442 

Sash  do.,  do.,                 .        '     . 

, 

106 

Worms  Screws,        .            .  s 

826 

Scales,  paira  of  small,      ^ 

„ 

1 

Wights  Brass, 

1 

Gamp  Kettles, 

• 

4 

Pikes, 

36 

Blonderbusses,    . 

• 

4 

Tin,  sheets  of, 

56 

Tube  Boxes, 

• 

3 

Wooden  Manl, 

1 

Wedges  iron. 

•  • 

, 

a 

They  are  stored  in  my-  House  .near 

the  George 

TsTern 

,  in  Aieh 

street  and  in  the  State  house  celler,  and  at  the  Ar 

aenalin 

theOoB- 

mens  near  Chesnut  Street ' 

JOSEPH  STILES 

1,  0.  M.  StocM. 

Prss.  Mivflin  to  Sect.  Jevfebson,  1790. 

In.  Council, 

PhUadelphia  May  18ih,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  ymir  Letter  of 
the  5th,  instant*  with  two  copies  of  the  Acts  of  Oongress  ^  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States''  mad  lor  reg- 
ulating the  Military  establishment  of  the  United  States. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with 

great  Respect  your  obedient 

and  yery  humble  Seryant, 

JHrtcied,  THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Honorable  Thomas  Jefferson,  Bsq.,^cy.  of  State. 
*  See  page  696. . 
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BxsouTOIks   or  DooTOB  Ebanklin  to  Prbs.  MmuN — ^Hia 

POETBAIT,  1790. 

The  Ezeeators  of  the  will  of  the  late  Doctor  Franklin,  present 
their  most  respeotfol  compliments  to  the  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeontiye  Council,  and  pray  they  may  be  made  acquainted  with 
their  pleasure  respecting  a  bequest  of  the  said  Testator  in  the  fol- 
io wins  words: 

<'  My  picture  drawn  by  Martin  in  1767 » I  give  to  the  Supreme 
"  Executive  Council,  of  Pennsylvania,  if  they  shall  be  plea^  to 
<<  do  me  the  honour  of  accepting  it,  &  placing  it  in  dieir  chamber/' 
Directed, 

The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


BotJOH  DftAFT  or  Pus.  Mifflin's  Beplt  to  Ite.  Fa^NKLiN^a 

BXEOUTOBfil,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  have  received 
the  Extract  from  Doctor  Franklin^s  Will,  in  which  his  Portrait 
drawn  by  Martin  in  1767,  is  offered  for  their  acceptance. 

The  services  rendered  by  that  illustrious  Citizen  to  his  country 
during  a  long  and  active  Life,  have  raised  a  monument  of  Gratitude 
and  affection  to  his  memory,  which  cannot  be  improved  by  Art  nor 
destroyed  bv  Time.  But  the  present  instance  of  his  regard  is 
peculiarly  pleasing  to  a  Body,  of  which  all  the  members  have  been 
informed  by  his  wisdom  and  many  have  been  honoured  by  his 
Friendship. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  hesitate  in  declaring  our  cordial  acceptance 
of  the  Legacy ;  which  being  placed  in  the  Council  Chamber  may 
become  a  public  Benefit;  and  lead  from  contemplating  the  picture 
to  an  imitation  of  the  patriot. 

Dirededf 

The  Executors  of  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

Indarsedf 
May  14, 1790.  Executors,    HENRY  HILL, 

JOHN  JAY, 

FRANCIS  HOPKINSON,  Esqb., 
EDWARD  DUFFIELD, 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  May  11,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  868. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  858,  861. 
30* 


1790. 

M«7d4tfa,  1790. 

Tou  will  please  to  bbservie  ki  tire  In^los^  retain  that  Ae  aab» 
ftltem  Officers  of  the  fourtk  Oompany  of  tlie  third  Batalion  is  jet 
vacant  arisiDg  from  the  return  not  yet  being  made  to  ib«  as  tlao  No. 
6  of  the  fourth  Batalion  is  not  yet  OhoBen,  aHsrng  fh>m  some  eoo- 
troversy  in  the  election,  there  is  a  company  to  be  added  to  each, 
yh :  first,  third  ft  fourth  Bataliotia,  bat  as  the  Oonnty  was  nerer 
districted  it  takes  some  time  to  have  the  Militia  Organized^  if  it  is 
oonsisteat  I  would  be  glad  to  have  Blank  oovimissioBs  forwarded  for 
the  rest  of  the  Officers,  but  if  otberways  I  perhaps  may  be  able  to 
make  the  returns  by  Nathaniel  Brading,  Esq.,  member  of  Cooncil 
for  our  County.  I  would  request  the  commissions  to  be  forwarded 
by  the  bearer^  Doctor  Robert  McOlure,  who  will  be  a  safe  eoovey- 
aaea  for  the  aarne^  We  are  in  «  great  [adbfbmon]  a&d  void  of 
regularity^  but  I  hope  to  have  the  Law  attended  to  in  respect  of  the 
Militia. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  respect, 

Tour  very  humble  Servt., 

JOSEPH  TORRENCE. 
Directed^ 

Charles  Biddle^  Esq.^  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pbeb*  Mifjuk— Dspbeoiatxon  Lot% 

1790. 

Philad'a^  May  28th  1790. 

•  From  the  same  desire  to  raiiie  the  priee  of  the  I)epreciatio&  kis  ef 
The  state  at  Public  sale  that  actuated  me  when  the  City  Lots  were 
selling  Qipon  which  I  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  addreaNBg  yea 
before,*)  I  bid  them  up  in  doins  which  iixteen  have  been  stmok  off  to 
me  in  Elden  district,  in  these  also  I  would  wish  to  leave  to  the  choice 
of  your  Honorable  Board,  whether  I  shall  be  considered  in  the 
situation  of  other  purchasers  or  whether  they  shall  be  considered  u 
the  property  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ba, 

with  very  gfeat  respect,  Sir, 

yoor  aiost  obed't  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezoell'y  the  Presd.  in  Coancil. 

*  See  page  590 ;  also  Col.  Eec.,  VoL  XVL,  pp.  94  and  876. 


New  York,  May  28tb,  1790. 
Sir, 

h  I  hB!V  iha.hoMfe  t»  fuil  Yen  Iitteia  eHeloltS^  two  oopka  duly 
Atrtb^QtSDatody  of  the  Ael  fiir  the  Oererokniat  of  the  tairitoiv  of  the 
United  StAlee^  swribh  of  the  river  Ohio;  Aleo^  of  the  Ao^  lt»  oOAtiiae 
ia  fotfce  the  wt  ptMed  at  the  IM  iMeeiefli  irf  Cee^^reM,  entitled,  ''Am 
^< Aet  to  ree«late  proOMMs  iik  the  Oe«rt»  of  the  United  Statee ;  ''«too  of 
the  Aflti  to  prorvide  for  mitigetiDg  or  raniUiog.  fehtt  feiCulttree  ml 
penaltioe  ae«^ngaiider  the  reteone  LaWa  iot  owtetn  eeaea  th«rei« 
mentioned;  also,  of  the  Aot  to  preaoribe  the  mode  in  wbioE  the 

tublie  Acta,  Becorda,  and  Jadidai  prooeedings  in  each  State  ahall 
B  aaibentic&ted  so  as  t6  take  effect  in  every  other  Stfite;  and 
of  beiqg  with  aentimentB  of  the  most  perfect  reB|>eot| 
Your  Etcelleney's  most  obedi^t 

and  moat  humble  servant^ 

TH.  JBFFfiRSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excell'y  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


'     PRBS.  MlflXlN  1^  Sxo'Y  Jeimbson,  1790. 

In  Gonncil, 

Philada.,  June  3rd|  1790.    ^ 
Bit, 

I  have  Che  hdnor  to  aekaowledge  theTseeipt  of  yo«v  Letter  of  Afd 
twenty-eighth  of  hwt  month,  indoring  two  Copies  of  the  aarenil  Aota 
of  Congreae  nbdenamitiotted,  Vist :  An:aet  for  the  Geveitifiie&t  of 
the  Territory  ef  the  UppM  States,  South  of  the  River  Ohio. 

An  Aet  to  continue  in  force  the  Act  passed  at  the  last  Sessions  of 
Congress,  entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  processes  in  Uie  Courts  of  the 
United  States. 

'  An  Act  to  provide  fbr- mitigating  or  remitthig  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  accruing  under  the  Revenue  Laws  in  Certain  dases  therein 
mentioned — and  An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public 
Acts,  Records  and  Judicial  proceedings  in  each  State  shall  be  au- 
thenticated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  kith 

great  respecti  Sir,  your  obedient 

and  Meat  Humble  Servant^ 

THO.  MIIFMN.     ^ 
Dirrcted, 
HonoraMe  Tho.  JefieteoO;  Eaquiro;  Secretary  of  State. 


704  PUnf STLYiJIU  ABGHITS8:  1790. 

.▲KDRSW  ISUfOOIT  TO  F&B8.  tfliTUV,  1790. 

,       *        -        Philadelphia,  June  3d,  1790. 
Qendemen, 
In  order  to  satisfy  tbt  Ibdiaiis,  and  intare  salrty  to  m  jwl^  and 

Prtj,  in  the  execution  of  the  reeolye  of  Goagreaa  of  June  6th,  1788, 
think  it  will  be  neoessar j  to  haxre  a  oopy  of  the  Deed  given  bj 
«he  Senecas,  to  Messrs.  Butler,  and  Gibson,  Commissionera  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  certain  lands  lying  on  the  aoatk 
side  of  Ijake  Erie,  and  west  of  dieConawaogo  River,  and  the 
dairying  place  between  Lake  Ghaughtaugfaque,  and  Lake  Erie.* 
I  am  Gentlemea,  your  Hbl.  Sery't, 

ANDREW  ELLIC  O 
Dtreciedf 

His  Excellency,  The  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed, 

1790,  June  8d.    From   Andrew  EUicott,  Esquire.     Bead  in 
Council  June  4thj  1790,  and  agreed  to  grant  the  request 


^ 


InYITATION  0?  COUJSGX  QF  pHILADSIiP^IA  TO  COMMSNGXIIIHT, 

1790. 

College  of  Philad'a,  June  7th,  1790. 
His  Eixoellency  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Oonneil  of 
•the  Commonwealth  of  Penneylvania,  are  reqiSBsted  to  honoor  the 
College  with  their  Company  at  the  J/ecftca/  Oommtncemau^  to  be 
held  in. the  College  Hail  to  Morrow,  at  10  o'Cloek  A.  M. 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 

Provost  of  the  College. 
Direcledj 

His  Excellency,  the  President  and  supreme  executive  Coonml, 
Pennsylvania* 


No.  2. 

University,  June  7th,  1790. 
The  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  present  their 
Compliments  to  his  ExceUency  the  President,  and  Honourable 

*  &99  page  £29-588^  also  Col.  Beo.»  YoL  XYL,  p.  875. 
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MdmboTB  of  the  Supremo  BzeeBtiye  Coonoil  of  ike  State ;   and 
reqaest  the  Favour  of  their  Oompany  at  a  pnblio  Szanniatioii  of 
Candidates  for  degrees  in  the  arts  and  in  Uedioine,  to  be  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  University  to*morrow  morning  at  10  o'Clock.* 
Directed, 

His  Bxeellenoy  the  Presideht  of  the  Supreme  Executiye  Gounoil 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Sko't  Jefferson  io  Pres.  HiffuN;  1790. 

New  Tork;  June  8th|  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  herein  indosedi  two  eopiesi  duly 
authenticaied^  of  the  Aqt  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by 
securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books  to  the  authors  and 
proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  time  therein  mentioned;  tdso, 
of  the  Act  for  finally  adjusting  and  satisfying  the  claims  of  Frederiqk 
William  de  Steuben :  also,  of  the  Act  for  giving  effect  to  an  Act 
intituled  '^  Au  Act  to  establish  the  Judiciiu  Courts  of  the  United 
States"  within  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  alao^  of  the  Aqt  suppish 
mental  to  the  Act  for  establishing  the  Salaries  of  the  Executive 
officers  of  Government,  with  their  Assistants  and  Glerksi  and  of 
being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect^ 
Your  EzeeUenoy's  most 

obedient  &  most  obedient  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.f  ' 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


SEtfT^JEFFEBflON  TO   PbES,  MiFFLIN,  1790. 

New  York,  June  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  duly 
liuthenticated,  of  the  Besolution  respecting  the  arrears  of  pay  due  tp 
the  troops  of  the  lines  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  giving  effect  to  the  several  Acts  therein  mentioned, 
in  respect  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  plantations ; 
also,  of  the  Act  for  relief  of  Thomas  Jenkins  and  company ;  also, 
of  the  Besolution  for  the  publication  of  treaties  made,  or  which 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  896. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  681 
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iWl  b0  madt^  atador  tii«  ttnthontj  of  Aa  UoHed  Statet,  «a<  of 
htmg  iHA  MiitiBMitB  of  the  mMb  p^ffeot  Ttsfact, 
Tout  Bkoellent/s  tuosi 

obedient  &  most  humble  serrani, 

TH.  JEFFSBSON. 
HiB  Exoellencj  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


FUd,  iSmnxs  m  Sso't  JefjuesoNi  1790. 

In  Cauneil, 

PfaHadelpkia,  Juaa  ITih,  1790. 
fiir, 

•  I  baTe  the  boner  to  aeknowledge  (be  Reoefpt  of  joof  Letiar  of 
«be  8tb  of  Jane  in^at|  indosing  twd  Copies  of  each  of  the  vnder- 
ttientieiied  Aota  of  Oongress,  riat. : 

An  Act  for  tbe  eneoaragement  of  Learning,  by  seeming  the  Oopica 
^  Maps.  Charts  and  Books,  to  the  Antbon  and  Proptietora  of  aueli 
Copies  aarkig  tbe  lime  tbereit  aHtttfoned. 

Att  Aek  flbr  finally  adjasting  and  satisfying  tbe  dUdms  of  FrMeiick 
Wm.  De  Stenben. 

An  Aot  for  giving  aiaot  to  an  Aofe  entitled  An  Aot  to  ostabBsh 
the  Jadioial  Gouts  of  tha  .United  States  within  tbe  State  of  Noitk 
Carolina,  and  [An]  Act  supplemental  to  the  Aot  for  establisbiag 
the  salaries  of  the  Bzecntive  Officers  of  Government  I  have  the 
honor  to  bC; 

with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

yonr  obedient  imd  most  bumble  Servant, 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Honble;  Tbotnis  Jefferson,  Esquire,  Secretaty  6f  State. 


CoOTTY  CoatsflBsroimis  to  Cotscncr— Soiitaby  Cklls,  1T90. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Coou&oa- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Qentlemen : 

The  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Philadelpbia  reqoeBt  thsi 
Council  will  be  pleased  to  draw  Orders  on  the  State  Xreasuw  fer 


tnxtisnjrAmL  akdhitsi  itw.         m 

(he  Sam  0I  K9%  Hqd^mcI  PviuidBy  whieh,  by  tke  A«t  to  Mdmm  ihm 
Penal  L*wb  of  tim  Stete,  kapprefniat^d  to  the  use  o£  BoifatiBg  Oelk 
and  Walk  in  the  Yard  of  the  Goal  of  thu  Ooanty« 
By  Older  0^  the  Boi»d, 

GEORGE  HONBT,  Junr.,  Clerk.* 
Pbilada.,  Jane  22d,  1790. 
Directed, 
HiB  ExoeIlenoyftii0lMB  HiffllD^  Esqf.,  PMaideiit^  Att.^  U. 


Sior.  Jeffeeson  to  Pees.  Mutlin — Courts,  1790. 

NefW  York,  June  25th,  iTdO. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  hetettt  iDc^osed  two  copies  dnly  an- 
theirtieated  of  the  Act  for  glring  effect  to  an  Act,  intitaled  <<  An  Act 
to  establish  the  judicial  oonrts  of  the  United  States/'  within  the  Stati| 
of  Rhode  Islattd  a0d  Providence  plaatations,  aad  of  being  with  een- 
titteBts  of  tho  Blast  perfect  respeot 

your  Bzeellenoy^s  aosi 
obedient  ft  mo0t  btimble  sertsEt, 

TH.  JEPFERSON.f 

jE^lirSCccoi 

His  fiEoeUeacy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Seoketaey  of  Wae  to  PitES.  MiFi-EUT— Ikdians,  lt90. 

War  Office,  July  8d,  1190. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yonr  Ezcellency  that  Colonel  McGillivrayt  and  a  nnmber 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  are  on  their  way  to  this 
City,  and  thfiit  they  will  probably  come  thiottgb  Philadelphia,  acoom- 
panied  by  Colonel  Maniinus  Willett. 

As  these  chieft,  particmlarly  Colonel  McGillivray,  influence  entirely 
the  councils  of  the  powerful  nation  of  the  creeks,  The  President  is 
desitous  that  they  should  SEpertenoe  every  ptoper  civility  and  kind- 
ness.— He  is  persuaded  that  yomr  Excellency  will  have  the  goodaen 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  888. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  392. 

t  See  GoL  Rec,  Y(rf.  ZVL,  p.  396,  404,  405. 
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to  forwnd  his  Tiews  in  this  lespeot,  and  He  therefore  has  denied 
me  to  leoommend  them  with  Oolonel  WiUett  to  yoor  atteatione. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Sxoelienoj's 

most  obedient  Hamble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX, 

BecTyofWar. 
Directedj 

His  Bscellenoy,  Fiettdent  Mifflia,  Philad/dpkia. 


iNjSTRUOTioivs  TO  Cha8.  Pmtit— U.  S.  Agoounts,  1790. 

InGoanoi^ 

Philadelphia,  July  6Ui,  1790. 
nr, 

The  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  confiding  m 
your  Ability,  Industry  and  Integrity  have  this  day  elected  yoa  The 
Agent  to  settle  the  Aoconnts  of  this  State  vith  the  United  Stales. 

Tbey  have  Instructed  the  Treaeurer,  Comptroller  and  Register  to 
give  yon  Acoess  to  such  Books,  Records  k  Papers  in  their  respectiYe 
offices  as  may  relate  to  the  accounts  abovementioned  and  they  have 
directed  them  to  furnish  you  with  such  Transcripts  and  Docvnts. 
as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  Settlemt.  of  the  public  aeets. 

We  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  this  time  to  give  yoa  partMolar 
Instructions  on  the  Subject — ^We  have  only  to  recommend  to  yen  to 
exert  yourself  in  preparing  for  the  adjustmt.  and  final  Settlemt.  of 
the  State. aocts.  and  from  time  to  time  give  us  Information  of  your 
Progress  in  the  Business  and  of  any  l^culties  which  may  ooeur 
theteiBt 


SsoBETABY  JsiTxasoM  TO  Pus.  Mufun^  1790. 

Kew  York,  July  6th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  inclosed  two  cc^ea  doly 
authenticated  of  the  act  providing  the  means  of  intereoorae  between 
the  United  States,  and  foreign  nations ;  also  of  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Twining;  also  of  the  act  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  John 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  411. 
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MoGord  agtinit  the  United  States,  and  of  being  with  sentittente  of 
the  most  perfect  reepeet, 

joar  Excellenoy's  most  obedient, 

&  most  humble  servant, 
'  TH.  JEFFERSON, 

His  Ezeellencj  The  Preaident  of  PennsyWajiia. 


'    SlOBETABT  JjEFFERSON  TO  PbES.  MinPUN — CeNBUS,  1790. 

New  Fork,  July  9th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  inclosed  two  copies  duly 
authentioated  of  the  act  for  giving  effect  to  an  act  intituled,  <<  an  act 
providing  for  the  enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United 
States/'  in  respect  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
plantations ;  also  of  the  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of 
land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  of  beiug  with  sentiments 
of  the  most  perfect  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  meet  homble  servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Directedy 

Hia  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Lt.  Bkrnard  Htjbley  to  Pres.  Mhtlin— Indian  murder,  1790. 

.    Northumberland,  July  12th,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  I  received  a  Letter  with  an  application  or  Request,  sign'd 
by  Robert  Fleming,  Esqr.,  and  Twenty  six  Inhabitants  at  or  near 
Fine  Creek,  setting  forth,  that  on  account  of  the  murder  Committed 
lately  there  upon  some  Indians,  the  Inhabitants  of  Pine  Creek  for 
Seventeen  miles  from  its  month,  have  Deserted  their  Habitations 
dreading  danger  from  the  Indian  Hunters  now  on  the  Head  waters 
of  said  Creek,  and  if  some  speedy  method  is  not  adopted  to  seonTO 
the  Inhabitants,  they  are  apprebensiye  the  settlement  will  be  rained 
they  therefore  requested  me  to  send  them  about  Thirty  or  Forty  men^ 
with  Arms,  Ammunition  &  Provission,  in  order  that  they  might  if 
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pOBiibktieovre  iHm  Gsops,  and  PcMerre  dM  Setdement  fron  entinlj 

breakiDg  up.     I  herewith  enclose  a  Copy  of  my  answer  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to 

Sabscribe  mjself  Sir^  your 

ever  Obd't  Humble  Servant, 

BER'D  HUBLEY, 
Dtreciedf  Lieat.  Norhfd  County. 

His  Excellency  The  Pteaid't  or  Vice  Preaid't  hi  CounoiL 


Lt.  Bernabd  Hublet  to  Inhabitants  op  Pine  Cbxek — 
Indian  mubdsr,  1790. 

Northum'd,  July  12th,  1790. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Letter  of  the  lOth^  Inst  with  the  Inclo^^d  request  I  this  4ay 
received  but  cannot  comply  therewith,  every  Thing  in  my  power  Cor 
the  welfare  of  our  County  I  will  always  endeavour  cheerfully  to  do. 
In  this  Instance  I  can  do  nothing  without  the  Immediate  Duecdona 
Arom  Council;  were  I  to  attempt  anything  of  the  kind  to  send  you 
Troops  for  your  Protection,  it  would  rather  be  oouaider'd  anaong  the 
Indians  that  we  intended  Hostilities  with  them,  I  am  sony  and  feel 
the  distresses  of  those  who  may  become  sufferers  by  the  breaking  up 
of  the  settlement,  had  the  Indians  been  the  Perpetrators  of  such  a 
horrid  Deed  at  the  Walfcer^s  eommitted  I  should  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
mei^  to  send  8i|<sh  relief  as  might  be  requisite,  and  then  only  to  act 
upon  the  Defensive,  It  would  be  Imprudent  and  Impolitic  as  the 
affair  stands,  to  send  any  armed  Force;  had  the  Walker's  been  ap- 
prehended, it  would  have  plainly  proven  to  the  Indians  that  the  People 
in  General  are  well  dispos'd,  I  am  sorry  for  the  good  Dispos'd  in  your 
Parts  that  your  situation  rendevs  ye»  so  liable  to  danger  on  aeoount 
of  some  bad  Characters  living  near  you ;  were  an  armed  Force  to 
appear  up  there,  it  would  oioet  with  a  bad  tendenoy  to  the  Govniia- 
sioners  who  are  out  exploring  the  waters;  Coll.  Wilson  immediately 
upon  t)ie  receipt  of  the  affair  sent  off  an  Express  to  Goaneil,  tlM 
return  of  which  is  now  daily  expected. 

I  remain  Gentlemen,  your 

most  Obedient  Bumble  Serv't, 

BER'D  HUBLBY, 
Lieut.  North'd  County. 

Eob't  Fleming  Esqr.  Col.  Jno.  Chatham  und  olher  iBhabitaata  at 
and  neai:  Pine  Creek  North'd  County.  ^ 

His  £h[oelleiMy  The  President  or  Vice  Prtsid't  in  Coundl  Btate 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*'See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XVI.  pp,  896,  897,  898. 
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Seo'y  Bn>i>i«E  TO  Col.  MAumNus  WiiiUbt — ^Inbuhb^  1790. 

Secretary's  Office, ' 

Philada.,  July  15,  1790. 
Sir, 

Tlie.  ]?reai4eDt  &  Council  of  this  stato  bft^e  rem^eA  a  leiter  from 
the  Secretary  at  War,  acqaainting  them  that  Colo.  McGiUivray  anclt 
a  nambec  of  the  Priuoipal  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  aatioo,  aeconpanied 
by  you,  are  expected  to  pass  thro'  this  City  on,  your  way  to  New 
Tork.  You  will  oblige  me  by  inibni^iDg  ipe  from  Bi^limore  ai  whal 
time  you  expect  to  be  in  this  City. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
CHAS.  BIDDLE,  Sec'y.* 
Tc^<:olQn^  M^viww  Wniet. 


GOLLEQE  OF  PbNNBTLYANIA  TO  CoUNdL,  1790. 

College  of  Philadelphia,  July  15th,  1790. 
The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  College  of  Philadelphia  request 
to  be  honoui«d  with  tbe  CoBipaay  of  hi^  BzctHe^t^  iSm  Preeident 
and  Supreme  Executive  Council,  at  a  Commencement  to  be  held  ia 
tlH»  College  Bfiil  on  Satu^^&y  Morniog  ^^i,  at  Nk^  O'Ckek. 

WII^LIAM  SMITH,  Pmest,  &o.t 
Directed, 

To  his  Exeeelleney  the  President  and  Snpvenie  ISjfwnlive  Ceuaoil 
of  the  Qomi^onwealtk  ^f  PenAiylvania. 


TRtB.  MiPfUK,  TO  Sbo't  of  War— Indxaws,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  July  16, 1790. 
Sir. 

i  hf^ve  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
dd  inst.,t  informing  Council  that  Mr.  McOillivray  and  several  other 
Cbie&  of  the  Creek  Ration  of  Indians,  are  on  their  wiy  to  Gongresn 
on  public  business.  Should  they  pass  tbxo'  this  City,  yon  m«j 
assure  the  President  that  every  proper  attention  wiU  be  pajd  to  them 
l)y  the  Oovemment  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

your  mosii  obedient  and  humble  servant 

Honorable  Benrj  Knox,  Esquire,  Secretary  at  War. 

*  Sfe  pages  707,  — ateo.  See  Col.  Keo.»  VoL  XVL,  pp.  895,  404^  405. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  403. 
X  See  page  707. 
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SSO'T  jEFFSaSON  TO   Faes.  MlFfLIir,  1790. 

New  York,  July  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  h&Te  thd  honor  to  Bend  jon,^herein  inclosed,  two  copies,  dnlj 
authenticated,  of  the  Act  for  establishing  the  temporary  and  perma- 
Bent  Beat  of  the  Ooremment  of  the  United  States :  Also,  of  the  Act 
ftirther  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Invalid  Pensioners  of  the 
United  StateSi  and  of  being,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  scrvanti 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


\ 


iRBiAir  PaisoNBBB  TO  Sbo't  Bibbls,  1790. 

We  Janes  Creflswell  and  Ann  his  Wife  with  two  Cliildretii, 
Walter  Creswell  and  Margaret  his  Wife  and  one  Child,  David 
Mears  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife  and  throe  Children  and  John  Bvaas, 
lalily  reeidentB  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  State  of  Peaa- 
sylvania,  do  most  earnestly  request  that  vour  Honor,  will  have  the 
goodness  to  make  public,  as  soon  as  pobible,  that  we  were  made 
prisoners  on  the  27th  day  of  June  last,  within  7  Miles  of  LimealODe 
Landing  00  the  Ohio  River,  by  a  party  of  Saganan  Indians  18  in 
Number,  who  stripped  us  of  all  our  goods  and  Effects,  tied  ni 
together  by  the  Necks  &  brought  us  on  the  23d  of  the  Preseat 
Month  of  July  to  Detroit,  on  our  way  to  the  Saganan  Village  oa 
Lake  Huron.  That  Major  Smith  of  the  6th  Regimt  commanding 
Itt  that  Post,  assembled  the  said  Indians  ft  us  their  prisoners.  And 
after  a  talk  of  some  Length,  the  War  Chief  made  a  present  of  ns  all 
to  the  said  Commandant,  who  instantly  gave  us  our  freedom,  ordered 
us  a  house  to  live  in,  with  new  bedding^ft.  clothing  for  ourselves  and 
Emilys,  together  with  provisions.  Kettles,  firing  ft  every  thing 
necessary  for  a  comfortable  subsistence,  until  he  shaJl  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, of  conveying  us  safely  back  to  some  of  the  American  Posts. 
We  have  no  Yiew  in  desiring  this  to  be  made  public  exoept  for 
the  information  of  our  RelaUons  ft  friends  and  that  of  aokaowMging 
to  all  the  World,  our  gratitude  and  sense  of  obligation,  for  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  Liberty  ft  happiness,  we  now  enjoy,  throogh 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  YoL  XVI.,  p.  408. 
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lh«  interoesrion  &  havwiie  diapoiiftion  of  His  Briiaaniok  MajestjB 
Oommandantat  ibis  Post. 

JAMSS  GRESSWELL, 
WALTER  CRESSWELL, 
JOHN  M  EYANS,  Mabk. 
DAVID  MEARS. 
Be  please  to  Notify  also  that  John  Canada,  half  Brother  to  Jas. 
Cresswell  was  taken  by  the  same  party  &  left  at  Glaze  Town  on  the 
Toway  River,  And  that  orders  will  soon  be  sent  from  henoe  to  have 
him  bronght  to  Detroit  also. 
Detroit,  26th  July,  1790. 
Directed. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sko't  Jefferson  to  Peeb.  Mifflin — Duties,  &c.,  1790. 

New  York,  27th  July,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  herein  enolosed  two  copies  duly 

anthentioated  of  an  act  imposing  Doties  on  the  Tonnaee  of  ships  or 

Vessels;   also  for  an  act  for  the  Oovemment  and  Regulation  of 

Seamen  in  the  Merchants  Service;  also  of  an  act  to  amend  the  act  for 

•  the   Establishment  and  support  of  Light-houses,  Beacons,  Buoys 

and  Public  Piers ;  also  of  an  act  to  regulate  Trade  and  Intercourse, 

with  the  Indian  Tribes ;   also  of   an  act  providing  for  holding  a 

-Treaty  or  Treaties  to  Establish  Peace  with  certain  Indian  triMs; 

and  of  being  with  Sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect^ 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 

and  Most  humble  Servant, 

TH.  JEFFERSON.* 
Directedy 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Dailt  Advektisea  Established,  1790.t 

The  Editor  of  the  intended  "  Daily  Advertiser,''  &c.,  having  been 
informed  that  Council  commonly  take  a  small  number  of  News 
Papers  from  the  several  printers  in  the  City,  indulges  the  hope  that 
they  will  be  equally  favorable  to  his  undertaking.     Ho  trusts  thfit 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  415.^ 
t  See  CoU  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  409, 


bf  hU  AttottikM  to  <jhe  baslnew,  Wb  pvptfr  wfti  he  rtodtrod  frorlhy 
of  their  perusal,  and  at  times  convey  intelligeDoe  Mceptable  to  tben. 
Any  oetDDMnds  that  Gouteil  may  think  fit  to  favour  the  Snb- 
Boriber  with,  iB  the  line  of  bis  business^  will  be  gratefully  xeoeiTed 
and  earefully  attended  io,bj 

their  meat  obedient,  and 

moBt  humble  Serrant^ 

B.  F.  BACHE. 
Jndor$ed,—Jn\jf  1790. 
Directedy 
The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  PennnsylTUiia. 


S.  Freeman  to  Pres.  Mifflin — Indian  Mubdsbs^  &c^  1790. 

Portland,  August  5,  1790. 
Sir, 

Four  or  Five  Persons  have  lately  appeared  in  some  of  the  beok 
Towna  in  thk  OOuiity  ((htiibeflafuif  State  of  Maaalushiiaetta)  who, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Hasbands,  have  been  to  their  Honeea,  ft  beg- 
ging Viotuals  of  their  Wives ;  bat  when  the  man  of  the  Hooae 
retftrBedy  would  run  off.  The  Wemen  who  show  them  He^talkj, 
recdve,  in  return,  only  abusive  Laaguagt ,  and,  in  some  laelaiiees, 
the  VictoalS'  given  to  these  Feliews  have  been  thrown  beek  m  the 
Faces  of  these  who  kindly  gave  it.  They  appear  einglj,  no  two 
.having  been  to  any  Hoeae  together,  »nd  give  no  good  «eoeiuBt  of 
themselves. 

One  of  them  has  been  a|>prehended  and  broaght  before  me,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  County.  Upon  bis  examination,  he  told 
me  he  came  directly  from  Halifax,  through  the  Woods,  alone,  a  little 
more  than  thtee  Weeke  ago ;  but  by  Evidence  of  other  Persona,  he 
has  been  in  this  County  more  than  three  Weeks,  ft  he  has  told 
People  that  he  catne  from  Phfikdelpbia. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  give  your  Excellency  this  Account,  na  I 
recollect  to  have  seen,  lately,  a  Proclamation  for  apprehending 
sundry  Persons  who  murdered  two  friendly  Indians  at  Pine  Creek* 
I  cannot  find  any  Piiper  now  that  has  the  Proclamation  in  it,  but  I 
direct  this  to  your  Excellency,  as  it  appears  by  our  Register  that 
you  preside  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Person  apprehended,  as  above  mentioned,  and  who  w  nev  in 
Goal,  is  of  a  dark  Complexion,  has  small,  black  eyes,  is  marked  with 
the  email  Pox,  is  five  feet,  four  Inches  high,  ft  says  he  is  19  yeafB 
old. 

*  See  page  709,  and  s^e  Col.  Bee.,  Yol.  XYI.,  pp.  897,  898,  416,  422. 
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He  ftppeart  to  be  joja^^  10  eroM  A  wMey^  hm  d^mtiUm  doM 

miflohief  somewhere.     It  is  soppoaed  by  many,  that   these  feUows 

are  the  murderers  of  the  Indiaoa  above  mentioned,  wfaioh  is  the  easse 

of  ray  writing  this. 

If  otherwise,  I  doabt  not  yonr  Ezoellenoy  will  exouse  this  Liberty* 

I  am,  most  resp^lAilly, 

Your  Exoollency's  obedient,  hnmble  Servant, 

S.  FREEMAN.   ♦ 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin|  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Rich'd  Butleb  to  Pbbs.  MmuN,  1790. 

Pittsburgh,  August  8th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  paper 
which  I  received  on  the  6th  from  the  Honbl.  the  Governor  of  th  e 
western  Territory,  demanding  a  quota  of  the  militia  of  this  county 
amounting  to  sixty  rank  &  file,  with  proper  Officers.  Having  never 
received  any  Instructions  from  you  respecting  the  Subject  of  ordering, 
out  the  Militia,  I  feel  myself  at  some  loss  on  this  Occasion ;  however 
from  the  Statement  or  Representatibn  made  by  the  Governor,  and 
the  Authority  under  which  he  made  the  demand,  I  presume  it  right 
to  comply ;  shall  therefore  Order  the  number  required  to  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  Strength  of  the  Respective  BaUalUona,  and  taken 
from  the  first  Class,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  again 
the  time  mentioned,  having  no  doubt  of  reoeiving  yonr  Exoelleooy's 
Orders  for  that  purpose  in  time.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  yo«r  Excel- 
lency, that  I  have  no  reason  to  think  they  can  Am  themselves,  as 
required,  the  Officers  having  assured  me  there  is  not  half  arms 
Among  the  people,  &  of  that  proportion  few  or  none  belonging  to 
to  the  publia  Your  £xeeUency,  from  this  information,  will  be 
better  Able  to  judge  of  the  mode  &  necessity  of  Sup^ying  the 
Arms,  &o. 

I  am  Sorry  to  have  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  in 
this  County  felt  some  of  the  Effects  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
Indians.  About  ten  days  since,  they  have  taken  away  seven  horses 
from  the  people  living  on  the  Allegany  River,  about  sixteen  miles 
Above  Pittsburgh ;  And  on  the  2d  Inst't  several  from  the  mouth 
of  Racoon,  below  Beaver  creek.  I  should  be  sorry  to  inour  the  charge 
of  presuming  on  the  Authority  of  the  State,  by  taking  any  premature 
or  improper  step  without  instructions  from  your  Excellency,  but  I 
flatter  myself  the  preservation  of  the  people  &  th^ir  property  will  be 
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OMMidered  of  the  first  importaoee  A  jostfy  any  meuare  I  may  Uke 
for  that  parpoae,  till  I  can  hear  from  jou.  Aa  there  is  great 
reason  to  fear  we  eball  reeeive  foture  hostile  visits  from  the  ill  dis- 
posed savages  (horse  stealing  being  generally  a  foremnaer  of  other 
.misehief)  I  will  venture  to  direct  the  Ool.  of  the  4th  Battall'n--4t 
being  the  most  oontiguous — to  hold  fifty  men  &  their  Officers  ready 
to  pai^sue  any  party  of  Indians  that  may  do  mischief  wiihia  the 
bounds  of  this  county,  untill  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  Rxoel- 
lency's  Instructions  on  the  Subjects  mentioned,  which  I  flatter  myself 
your  Excellency  will  forward  as  early  as  possible  for  my  Guidance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Obed't,  Hubl.  S\ 
RICETARD  BUTLER,* 
Lieut't  Allegany  Coonty. 
Dtrectedf 

Public  Service. — His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indortedf 

Read  in  Council,  August  19  th,  1790,  see  minutes. 


Gbn.  St.  Clair  to  Gen.  Butler^Indiams,  1790. 

Circular. 

Pittsbuigh,  August  16th,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Interests  of  the  United  States  dictating  a  Peace  with  the  la- 
dians  on  the  Ouabacbe,  if  it  could  bo  ootained  upon  reasonable  teroM, 
I  was  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  them  of  the  diapositwa 
of  the  general  Government  on  that  Subject,  and  to  try  to  Sffeet 
it.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  instructed  by  him  to  take  measures 
for  the  security  of  the  frontier  Country,  in  the  case  of  their  eon- 
tinning  hostile.  The  following  is  extracted  from  his  Insimetiow 
to  me :  —  <<  You  will,  therefore,  inform  the  said  Indians  of  the 
disposition  of  the  general  Government  on  this  Subject,  and  of 
their  reasonable  desire  that  there  should  be  a  Cessation  of  hoB- 
tilities  ss  a  prelude  to  the  Treaty.  If,  however,  notwithstandisg 
your  intimations  to  them,  they  should  continue  their  hoatilities  or 
meditate  any  incursions  against  the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pens- 
sylvania,  oruigainst  any  of  the  Troops  &  posts  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  should  appear  to  you  that  the  time  of  Execution  would  be  &>• 
sear  as  to  forbid  your  transmitting  Information  to  me  and  reeeiviDf 
my  further  orders  thereon,  then  you  are  hereby  Authorised  and 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol  XVI.,  pp.  423,  424,  437,  440. 
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Empowered,  in  my  name  to  call  on  tbe  Lientenants  of  tbe  nearest 
ooQDties  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylranta  fbr  euch  detachments  of  Mi- 
litia as  yon  may  jadge  proper,  not  Exceeding  one  Thousand  from 
YirgtDia  and  five  hundred  from  Pennsylvania.  I  have  directed  let- 
ters to  bei  written  to  the  Ezecntives  of  Virgmm  and  Pennsylvania, 
Informing  them  of  the  before  recited  Act  of  Congress;  and  that  I  have 
given  yott  these  conditional  directions,  so  that  there  may  not  be  any 
obstmctions  lo  socb  measures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  taken  by . 
you  for  calling  forth  the  said  Militia^  agreeably  to  the  Instructions 
herein  Contained.'  Tbe  said  Militia  to  tot  in  coninnction;  with  the 
Federal  Troops  in  such  operations,  offensive  or  defensive,  as  yoa  and 
tbe  Commandinff  officer  of  the  troops  conjointly  shall  judge  neoes- 
sary  for  tbe  pablio  Service^  and  the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants 
and  the  Posts.  The  said  Militia,  while  in  actual  Service,  to  be  on  tbe 
Continental  Establish ment  of  pay  ai^,  Rations.  To  arm  and  equip 
themselves,  but  to  be  furnished  with  public  Ammunition^  if.  necessary. 
And  no  charge  for  the  pay  of  the  said  Militia  will  be  valid  unless 
supported  by  regular  musters  made  by  a  Field  or  other  officer  of  the 
Federal  Troops,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Troops/'*  I  have  now  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  Peace  with  the  said  Indians  at  present ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
continue  to  be  very  ill  disposed  towards  the  United  States  in  general, 
and  to  Virginia  in  particular,  and  many  parties,  from  tbe  information 
I  have  received,  are  now  actually  gone  to  War.  The  commanding 
Officer  of,  the  Troops,  General.  Harmar,  and  myself,  have  therefore 
concerted  a  plan  of  offensive  Opperations  against  them,  and  in  con- 
forming with  tbe  above  recited  Instructions,  I  now  call  upon  you,  in 
the  name  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  for  sixty  men,  rank 
&  file,  properly  officered,  agreeably  to  the  legal  Establishment  of  the 
JVlilitia  of  your  State,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  Federal  Troops 
against  the  said  Indians;  and  that  they  be  at  the  mouth  of  McMa- 
hen's  Creek,  about  four  miles  below  Wheeling,  on  the  third  day  of 
September  next,  arm'd  and  Equipped  for  a  Service  of  Sixty  days,  at 
least)' after  their  junction  with  the  Troops,  unless  the  Object  in  View 
should  be  sooner  accomplished.  The  laudable  Spirit  the  MHitia 
have  always  shown  to  repress  the  Incursions  of  the  Savages,  leaves^ 
not  room  for  a  doubt  but  the  opportunity  to  punish  them  for  their 
many  Injuries  &  cruelties,  will  be  Embraced  with  Avidity,  but 
allow  me,  Sir,  to  observe  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
they-  be  punctually  at  tbe  place  of  Bendevou^*  A  failure  them 
niight  defeat  the  whole  opperations.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
your  very  Hble.  Serv't, 


AR.  St.  CLAIR, 
Governor  of  tbe  Territory  of  the  United  States,  North-West  of 
the  Ohio. 

*  8ee  page  686. 
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Provisions  will  be  laid  in  ai  the  place  of  Rendevons  by  tbe  Gon- 
tractora  and  the  means  of  tranaportatioo  firpm  thence  provided ;  bat 
it  will  be  Deoessarj  that  the  detachment  march  bj  land  to  the 
point  on  this  side  of  the  Obiq^  opposite  io  M^Maohea'e  Creek,  ts 
the  state  of  the  river  will  not  admit  loaded  boats  W  paB»  finw 
Pittsburgh,  you  will  therefore  pl^se  to  give  the*  neoespary  ordienoii 
that  "head  to  the  officers  who  will  command  it,  and  infoma  Mr. 
Williams,  tho  Contractor  of  Pittsburgh^  of  tl^  day  the  BUiroh  will 
bo  taken  up. 

I  oertiff  the  within  copy  to  be  just  the  original  rem&iiiing  in  mj 
havds; 

BICH'D  BUTLER, 

Lieut.,  County  of.  Allegany. 

Gen'l  Rieh'd  Butler,  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Alli^nyi  in 
Peansyivania* 


Pres.    Mifflin  to   Thomas   Jeffbrsoi^,  Seo't   of    State — 
Naturalization,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philad\  August  10th,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of 
the  Slst  March,  1790,^  with  two  oopies  of  the  acta,  ia.,  for  the 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;  for  ibe 
establishing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  &  for  the  support  cf 
Government  for  the  year  1790. 

With  Sentiments  of  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obd't 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Indorted, — April  10. 

IHrectedj 
To  Tho.  Jefferson,  &o. 


John  Churchman  to  Beo't  Tkibible— Variation  OHAKts, 

1790. 

John  Churohman's  best  respectt  are  to  his  Friend  Jaai«8  Trunbk, 
Esq.,  with  information  that  he  has  herewith  sent  nine  Varktios 
Charts  &  Books  for  the  President  and  members  of  the  SapivHK 
Executive  Council.    Be  so  good,  therefore,  as  to  receive  the  seven! 

*  See  page  679. 


balapc^,  if  thej^  shpald  be  pkMed  to^  mpk^  payDawit  OB  iiiair.  roc 
octi?iog  t^e,woork.  The  fall  prioei  bj^pg  tbxfte^delbirB  eftcb|  tboee 
names  in  tii^  following. listi  who  bav^pi^d  one-U^rdiOp  ^abMiibiag^ 
only  ataad  charged , with  two  doUirs  e«c)ik,     .     . 

Wd  PresW^at  pwcl, 

Honble  Amos  Gregg^  ' 

AbHhim  »tiAAx,  Esq.,  paid  to  J.  T.y 

WilliatD  Phifley,  Bsq.y        do.    ; 

James  MarliD,  B«m(j,  {  '    'do.'    '" 

Christopher  Kucber,  Esq., 

Zebuloo  Potts,  Esq., 

f  Lord  Butler,  Esq., 

Charles  Biddle,  Esq.,     ^  >   .. 


£0  15  0 

'  0  15  « 

2  0 

1 

■2  6 

S« 

2*6 

2  6 

2« 

..  0  15  0 

£9 

0  0 

The  name  of  the  member  marked   thas,'|'  did   not   determine 
possitively  to  lake  a  copy. 

8  mo.,  (An^t)  14th^  1790.    I 
Directed, 

James  ^rimbfe,  fesq. 


J<)tfN;R6BrNsoN  TO  Cojo.  Proctoe— Mt^Riiicit  of  Inwajts,  1790. 

^  Pine  Creek,  August  .J.7th,  1790. 

Si"--;'''    r' :  '■■•  '" :  ■  \;/  ■  ■-  :'  ■  -.  •'   1-  '. 

I. Desire,  to  Inform  you  tbat  l^essrs.  'Benjamin  .Walker,  ^enry 
Wolkerjp  J09.  Walker  ^  Sam'l  Doyle,*  have  opon  mature  l)eUbera*r 
tipa^been  convinced  of  their  Error^^and  given  themselves  np  to  stand 
their  Tryal  according  to  Law.       ^  .    ,  •      ., 

.    Tbeydq  mo9t.  Earnestly  Solicit  your,  fi-iendship,  and  pray  you 
veould  use  your  Interest  &  Endeavours  In  their  behalf  with,  Conncil. 
in  order  to  medigate  their  fault,  which  they  are  from  all  appearance 
very  sorry  for,  and  has  petitioned  Council  for  pardon,  they  therefore, 
pray  that  you  would  hand  the  petition  in  Council,  U9ing  your  influ- 
3 nee  with  the  President  and  Council,  ^which  they  know  to  be  great) 
'oT  their  pardon;  thiir  Dfesir^  of  inrorming  you  of  their  present 
lituatlbn  is  very  eahrne8t,i hoping  that  if  you  were  informed  the  true 
;ta.te  of  tfie  matter  you  would  be  their  friend,  and  knowing:,  there. 
iSLS  been  a  corresppndence. between  youand*my  ^ther,,Jiave  desired 
ne  to  write  to  you   and  state   their   inducement  'for  killing  the 
D  dians,  and  my  desire  being  great  for  the  preservation  of  their  lives, 
oin  them  in  their  wish  for  your  Interest,  which  I  now  earnestly 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  428. 
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OratieylinM'f^v^joji  1ib^r.1[leMcm8  for  killiog  ^be  two  Tndttog, 
which  iff  ftS' follows  :  one  of  the  two  Ittdians  they  kiird,  Ymnted  of 
hts  tailing  twiWt^-tWi^e  Bcalpa,  otre  of  tlie  scalp'd  persona  jet  aKye, 
is  willing  to  give  in  on  oatti  ^har-be  scalp'd  her  at  the  same  time 
their  father,  John  Walker  was  killed  &  8cal{/d;  wbidi  was  tiwir  in- 
ducement, fot  killing  them. 

I  have  nathing  worth  wr^ijQg  tcr  yon  from  here,  \mi  pny  onet 
more  jEor  yoar  Interest  in  behalf  pf  the  aforementioiied  men,  whidt 
will  be  ever  Greatefully  acknowledged  by  your  mostobedient  Hambk 
Seryant, 

,  JOHN  BOBINSON. 

CoPn  Thomas  Proctor^  Esq.,  Philad'a.    • 


Sxo'y  Jefferson  to  Prbs.  MxmiN,  1790. 

New  York,  Aag.  IStb,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  yoa  herein  enclosed,  two  co|Mes,  dolr 
anthentioated,  of  a  Resolution  making  allowance  for  the  seniee  af 
the  Clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Amj 
accounts ;  also  of  a  Resolution  to  defray  the  ezpenoe  of  proeuriag 
Seals  fat  the  Supreme,  Circuit  apd  District  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;  also  of  an  act  making  Provision  for  the  Debt  of  the  Uniied 
States ;  also  of  an  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  col]eccic« 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  Law  on^  Goods,  Wares  and  mercba&<fiae 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  on  the  Tonnage  of  Ships  or 
Yessels ;  also  of  an  act  to  continue  in  fbree  for  a  limited  tine  aa 
act  entitled ''  an  act  for  temporary  Estabfishment  of  the  Post  Office ;"* 
also  of  an  act  for  the  Relief  of  John  Stewart  and  John  Davideon ; 
also  of  an  act  to  provide  more  efTeotually  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individnal  Stales ;  and 
of  bein^  with  Sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  Respect, 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  hamUe  Servant, 

TH.  JEFFBR80M.* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  See  Col.  Eec,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  428. 
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.InCoun^M;       .     i 

Philladelphia,  AogMt  19tb,  1790. 
Sir,  ■,.■;. 

I  have  the  honor  to  aoknowleclge  th«  Keo#ipt  of  yoar  Letteri 
dated  Portland,  Maasacbuqetta^  Mgo^t  dth,  1790^*  and  agreeably  to 
^our  EeqoeBt  herewith  send  to  joi^  foar  printed  Prodaniations,  oifer* 
log  rewards  for  tb^  a^aariog  and  bringing  to  Jastice»  Benjamia 
Walker,  Henry  Walker,  Joseph  WaHj^er  aQd  Samvel  Doyle,  wbo  are 
charged  on  Oath  with  having  murdered  two  fri^adly  Indiane  on  Pine 
Greek^  in  this  Stated  I  also  transmit  a  description  of  the  .three 
Walkers  and  of  l)oy1e,  and  sincerely  hope  they  may  be  appiiehended 
and  brought  to  Justice. 

I  have.tbe.bbner  io  bO;  with  gv«»t  respeot^ 
Directedj  ,  •' 

Samuel  'Freeman,  Esquire. 


I)£SGaiPTiON  07  TH«  Indian  MuEDteiiM,  1790L 

Benjamin  Walker,  about  28  years  of  age,.aboi»t  jil^e  feet  sine  InDhea 
high^atraigbt  i^nd  well  madoi  full  faoed,  tk  little  fraoUed*  large  Eyes, 
dark  sandy  hair,  wears  it  tied,  fond  of  Company  and  Strong  liqoor^ 
very  talkative,  and  very  apt  to  mock  the  Germata  Speaking  broken 
£jnglisb,  is  left  handed,  deals  in  Lands  and  V^ags  much  of  his 
property,  followed  farmioff  and  Boating. 

Henry  Walker,  abont^  years  of  ag6',  five  feet  six  Inches  high, 
straight  made,  tbhi  visaged,  pockmarked  and  freckled,  squints  a 
little  with  both  Eyes,  long,  dark,  sandy  hair,  brought  up  to  boating 
and  Farming. 

Joseph  Walker  about  28  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches  high, 
slim  made  and  jerj  strt^ight,  full  faced  and  much  freckled,  long 
dark  sandy  hair,  very  proud,  a  blacksmith  by  Trade  but  don't  follow 
it,  food  of  his  gun,  Civil  in  Company,  was  out  with  the  Commis- 
sioners as  a  hunter  and  Chain  bearer  when  running  the  New  York 
line. 

Samuel  Boyle,  about  27  years  of  age^  five  feet  seven  Inches  high, 
smooth,  full  faced,  short,  fnir  hair,  fond  of  Company  and  strong 
X«iquor,  was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Robinson's  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
v^ania  Rangers,  stout  and  well  built,  brought  up  to  farming,  vapt  to 
1>rag  of  his  abilities  in  Chopping  or  n^auling  rails,  y^y  peaceable 
^vrben  sober. 

*  8eepage.714;  also  CeL  Bee.,  Y^  X.VL,  p.  i^.  .. 
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RsGisTMa  QmAjkL  >!<(>  Psiis.  MifFLiN/1790. 

His  Exoellenoj,  Thomas  iSiB^,  fi^'r^  &  The  Hon'ble  Supreme 

IBxeopitivo  OouieiU*  . 

As  I  am  preparing  an  Estimate  of  Expenses  &  Revenaea  to  hj 
before  the  Hon^ble  Legielattrre,  at  their  nextlseteioDy  I  request  jour 
iloD.  Board  wiil  be  pleased  to  infotrm  me  the  amount  of  Depreciation 
Gertifieates  that  were  oonsidered  as  escheats  to  this  Common  wealth, 
agreeably  to  the^ac^  of  25  March.  1786,  also,  ko  direct  the  Comptroller 
General  to  fimisht  thl^  office  with  the  amount  of  Gertifieates  issued 
§w  the  Depreeiatiett  b(  pay  due  the  Late  army  to  the  28  Septem., 
1789.  Funded, 

da  '  do*  Unfunded, 

The  amount  of  principal  said  Certificates  reoeiTed  b^  him  for 
account  of  this  State,  iezoept  those  reeeiTed  firam  Fnmeia  Johnston, 
Esq'r,  Beceiver  Gen.  of  Land  Office. 

The  amount  of  Funded  Debt,  or  Militia  Gertifieates^  iaaaod  bj  Urn 
to  the  23  March,  1789. 

The  amount  principal  of  said  Certificates  received  bj  hira  for 
account  this  State,  except  those,  ha  received  from  Franois  Johnston, 
Esq'r. 

The  amount  of  principal  of  New  Loan  &  Continental  Cerdfieata 
he  may  have  reived  for  the  use  of  this  State,  except  those  pais 
him  hy  the  Receiver  General,  &  the  Continentals  reoeived  on  Loss, 
with  tba  dates  of  Interest. 

All  of  which  are  material  to  the  arrangements  makmg  in  thii 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  h'ble  i 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Beg.  Qen.  Office. 
Aug.  21, 1790. 
Directed^ 

His  ExceUeney,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  in  Council. 


8£0B£TA&T  JjBITERSON  TO  PrKS.  MiFFUN,  1790. 

New  York,  August  23d,  1790. 
Sir,       • 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herein  enclosed  two  eopies,  dnlj 
autbeDtfoat4d,'of  an  aet  making  further  provision  for  the  pajraea: 
of  the  debts  of  the  United  States;  also  of  an  act  to  enable  the  offieen 
and  Soldiert  of  tha- Tirgiuia  Line  on  continental  eMablishment,  to 
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obtain  ^tl«tf  to  oeitain  Lands  IfiA^  north  west  of  tlie  river  Ohio, 
betw«etf  Ibd  little  Miami  and  Sciota;  also  of  an  act  anthorisiDg  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaenyj  to  finidh  the  Light  Honse  on  Portland 
Head  in  the  Diatriot  of  Maine;  also  of  ao  aot  declartog  the  assent 
of  CongresB  to  eertaiu  acts  of  the  Statee  ef  Maryland,  Georgia  and 
Rhode  Island  and  Providenoe  Plantations ;  also  of  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  persons  therein  mentioned  or  desorihed ;  also  of  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  disabled  Soldiers  and  Seamen  lately  in  the  servioe 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  certain  other  persons ;  also  of  an  act  to 
alter  the  times  for  holding  the  Gircait  Courts  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Distriots  of  South  Oarolina  and  Georgia,  and  providing  that 
the  District  Court  of  Pennsylvania  shall  in  future  l4  held  at  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  only;  also,  of  a  Resolution  directing  that  a 
return  of  certain  Survey s  of  Lands  in  the  western  Territory  he  made 
to  and  perfected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  also  of  an  act 
making  certain  appropriations  therein  mentioned;  also  of  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  reduction'  of  the  public  debt ;  and  of  being 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect 
your  Excellfency's 

most  obedient  & 

most  homhle  Serv't, 
TH.  JEFFERSON* 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


BiCHARD  BuTLEB,  Lt.,  &o.,  TO  PaBs.  MuFUN — ^Indiaks,  1790, 

Pittsburgh;  26th  August,  1790. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  8th  by  his  Ezcelle'y  the  Governor  of  tho 
"Western  Territory,  the  Indians  have  taken  horses  from  plumb- 
oreek ;  &  I  have  been  informed  by  some  friendly  Indians  of  two 
small  p&rtied  being  seen  lurking  about,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
advised  the  appearance  of  some  Volunteers  on  the  frontier  which  I 
flatter  myself  has  had,  &  will  have,  a  good  Effect  if  coutianed,  but 
as  this  measure  is  only  a'  matteir  6f  courtesy  of  the  people,  of  which 
they  will  soon  tire  unless  legally  authorised  or  called  on,  and  may 
be  productive  of  Serious  consequences  should  they  fall  in  with  any 
of  these  depredating  savage  parties.  It  may  be  thought  irregular 
(however  necessary,)  in  me  to  take  these  steps  without  the  sanction 
of  government,  yet  it  appears  hard  that  our  poor  frontier  people 
flhould  suffer  these  robberies  without  a  prospect  of  recovering  their 
property,  or  any  protection,  Retribution  or  Satisfaction  from  govern- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYI.,  p.  488. 
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XDent.  Iq  truth'  Sir,  it  ib  my  refti  OfMioQ  their  poverty  added  to  tlidr 
llzpos'd  si^natioB  merita  the  iK>tice  of  your  Sli^eeUeDcy  A  Go«»eU, 
I  beg  leBv^  farther  to  assure  yo\ir  Exoeliepcy  that  I  am  auihoriaed 
by  the  BepresentatioB  of  the  commaodiDg  offioem  of  the  respeetive 
BattalioDS  to  assert  that  there  is  not  arms  in  the  hands  of  half  the 
Militia,  or  are  they  able  to  purohaBp  were  they  to  be  had.  Amaa- 
nition  is  also  scarce  and  dear;  under  these  oireumstanoea  ahonld  the 
savages  take  advantage  of  this  quarter  the  oonseqnenoes  woald  be 
severely  felt  by  many,  and  many  who  have  been  already  iujored 
must  bo  totally  ruined. 

In  making  this  representation  I  flatter  myself  yoar  Ksoellencf 
will  eonsider  it  in  tt^o  most  favourable  point  of  view  as  the  moiive  b 
the  Security  of  the  people  &  peace  of  this  quarter  of  the  State,  and 
I  further  hope  that  your  £}zcell6ncy  &  Counoil  will  be  pleased  to  take 
measures  for  proouring  &  forwarding  for  the  use  of  the  militia  of  this 
County,  a  supply  of  arms  &  ammunition.  I  think  from  the  informa- 
tion I  have  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  stand  of  good  arna,  two  Uma 
of  Powder,  four  tons  of  lead  &  four  Thousand  flints  woold  place  os 
in  a  good  Situation  for  defence.  Should  they  not  be  wanted  for 
immediate  use  the  whole,  or  part,  can  be  carefully  stored  &  held 
ready  in  case  of  necessity ;  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  Excsae 
me  foragain  requesting  yonr  instructions  on  the  subject  of  marching 
the  militia  demanded,  by  the  Governor  of  the  Western  Territory  ts 
soon  as  possible  if  not  already  sent  forward,  as  they  are  waned  A 
Ready  to  march.  It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  give  trouble,  or  allara, 
or  do  I  suspect  any  danger  from  the  six  nations  people,  or  ia  it  very 
probable  the  westerly  Indians  will  Ever  approach  ua  in  a  formidable 
manner,  but  a  few  small  parties  (which  is  in  their  power  at  all  times) 
will  have  the  unfortunate  Effect  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
Country  &  driving  the  people  from  their  places. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed.  Hbl.  St., 
RICH'D  BUTLER, 
Lieut.  Allegany  Coanty. 
DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penn'a,  in  Coudl 
PhUada. 
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Jq9.  Thomas  to  Paici.  MivfUK— DoAN'a  EfiTATi,  1790. 

Philad'a,  Aug  26, 1790. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leare  to  inform  yovr  Ezoellenojy  that  being  the  purohaser 
of  an  estate,  supposed  to  be  forfeited  to  tbe  Commonwealth,  by  the 
attainder  of  Joseph  Doan,  and  having  been  sued  in  an  action  of 
Tretpaaa  and  ejeetment,  joar  honorable  board  a  considerable  time 
ago,  resolved  to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  said  action  aad  ap- 
pointed Messieurs  Sergeant  &  Bradford  as  Coansel  for  that  purpose. 
As  I  am  informed  that  no  compensation  hath  yet  been  made  to  those 
Gentlemen,  and  as  the  cause  is  marked  for  trial  in  Octobev  nextj 
I  beg  your  £zcellency's  attention  to  this  business. 
^With  all  due  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

ExoeHeney'fl  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOS.  THOMAS. 

Direefed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Bo&ERT  Oalbraith  TO  Pbes.  Hifflin— Road,  1790. 

Sir, 

Having  performed  my  part  of  the  Contract  entered  into  with  your 
Honorable  Board  for  Opening  the  Boad  from  Frankstown  to  Conc- 
magh,  take  tbe  liberty  of  requesting  an  Order  on  the  Treasury  for 
the  residue  of  my  pay ;  Suggesting  at  the  Same  time,  as  the  Con- 
tract was  for  Specie  &  the  Monies  Already  Received  was  paper, 
which  I  was  Obliged  to  pass  at  a  Considerable  discount,  and  the 
Money  yet  to  be  Received  is  not  mueh  better.  I  hope  Your  Excel- 
lency  ft  Conoeti  will  eaoae  laqniry  to  be  made  into  the  depreciation 
at  the  several  times  of  f ayment,  &  make  Such  allowance  as  appear 
Just  ft  Reasonable.  You  will  please  also  to  recollect  that  the  work 
was  fiaisfaed  in  Sept.  last,  But  Owing  to  the  Ill-founded  Objections 
then  made  to  it,  I  was  debarred  from  a  Settlement  at  that  time.  I 
eektiowledge  there  now  AppewfB  Upon  a  review  of  the  Road  Some 
small  defects  which  I  am  willing  to  amend,  But  at  the  Same  time  Beg 
leave  to  Observe  that  very  few  of  these  would  appeared  had  the 
work  been  reviewed  at  the  time  it  was  newly  Compleated.  I  hope 
Your  Excellency  &  Council  will  be  convinced  from  the  Report  of 
tho  Honorable  William  Finly,  Esq.,  that  1  have  done  my  duty  in 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  450. 
31* 
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tbe  Basioeas,  &  Orant  me  Saeh  a  Sam  as  will  Gompenaate  for  tha 
losa  I  Sustaiaed  by  the  delay  of  payment  as  well  as  (he  deprecktioa 
of  the  Money.* 
August  30th,  1790. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Toor  Excellency  &  CounciFay 

Most  Obedient,  Humble  Servant, 
BOBfiRT  aALB&AITH. 
Indor»eJf 

Read  August  80th,  1790.     Referred  to  Messrs.  Gregg,  Encher, 
Taylor,  Wilson,  and  Gen.  Watt. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy,  the  President  in  Council. 


Sko'y  of  Cincinnati  to  Gen.  Miffun — Visit  to  Puma. 

U.  S.,  1790. 

Sept  3d,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Cinoinnati  Society 
ia  to  be  held  on  Monday  next.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  the  Committee,  together  with  such  members  of  the  Society  wh« 
are  in  town,  do  meet  on  to-morrow,  Saturday,  at  12  o'clock,  at  the 
State  House,  to  transact  such  business  as  may  come  before  tbea,  & 
then  march  in  procession  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  his  arrival  in  the  City.  As  the  bint  was  pveo 
to  me  by  a  few  old  officers,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  joa 
thereof,  that  you  might  take  such  measures  on  the  subject  as  wai 
most  agreeable  to  your  wishes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  ExoeUeno/s  most  ob't  Ser'fc, 

RICH'D  FULLERTON,  Sec'j. 
To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  tho  Pemisjlvaiua 
Society  of  her  Cincinnatti. 

N,  B.    If  you  approve  of  the  wUbin  I  will  order  a  meetuig  fiw 
tho  purpose* 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  487,  442. 
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Wm.  Lxw;8,xo  Pkb8.  Msmdv-^lnmApao^B  of  T»M/ar$  1790. 

Philada.  14th  Septr.,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  so  much  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
received  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jefferson  Secretary  of  StaU,  aa 
concerns  the  ^Business  to  which  I  am  about  to  beg  jour  attention. 

New  Yorkf  Attgoat  124b,  1790. 
Sir, 

"  It  is  desirable  that  GrOTernment  th^uld  be  informed  what 
<<  prooeedioga  have  taken  place  in  the  aevaral  Stateasinise  the  tvtaty 
''  with  Oreatr  Britain,  which  ma;  be  oonsidered  by  .that  nation  as 
<'  infraotiona  of  the  Treaty,  and  oonseqoently  that  w!9.  should  be 
<<  luroished  with  c&faes  of  all  Acta,  ordera,  proelateatiaoi^ '  and 
<'  deoisiona,  legislative  esecntive  or  judiciary,  whieb  may  baveaffBe* 
<<  ted  the  debttf  or  other  property,  or  the  pevsQQS  of  Bridiah  aubjeela 
'<  or  American  refugees.  The  prooeedinp  subieqtiient  t<»  the  Treaty 
'<  will  Bometimea  call  for  those  also  which  took  place  during  the  War« 
"  No  person  is  more  able  than  yourself^  Sir,  to  furnish  us  with  a 
*^  Liat  ot  tka  proceedings  of  tbb  kind,  which^ave  taken  place  withia 
5<  your  State,  nor  is  there  $ny  oo  whom  we  may  with  mord  propriefty 
**  rely  for  it,  as  well  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  faraisbing  us  with 
<<  exact  copftes  of  them ;  Should  yoa  be  so  kind  as  to  state  any  hctB 
<<  or  oircumataBoes  which  may  enter  into  the  jueti&oatioa  or  ezplaa* 
*^  ation  of  any  of  these  proceedings,  they  will  be  IbankfuUy  oeoeurad; 
''  and  it  is  wished  the  whole  may  come  to  hand  between  this  and 
«  the  bust  of  October. 

<<  Your  Zeal  for  the  general  service  needs  not  to  be  excited,  by 
"  information,  that  it  is  with  the  special  approbation  of  the  President 
'<  of  the  United  States  that  I  address  you  on  this  occasion.'^ 

Your  £xceUepcy  and  the  honorable  Board  at  which  you  preside, 
will  readily  perceive  it  to  be  essential  to  the  vindicating  of  the  botufr 
and  the  Interest  of  the  United  States,  th4it  complete  inforq^ation 
aboold  be  obtained  on  the  subject  mentione(i  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 
and  as  I  cannot  have  access  to  your  minutes,  I  must  take  the  liberty 
of  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  all  Proclamations,  orders, 
minutes,  and  proceedings  of  Council  if  any  such  there  are  which 
may  be  supposed  by  the  people  of  Qreat  Britain  to  have  been  in 
violation  of  the  Treaty  between  that  nation  and  the  United  States. 
The  expence  attending  this  Business  shall  be  paid  the  moment  it  is 
comjdeated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, Your  Exollencys 
Mo.  Obt.  &  Mo.  hble.  Servt. 
Directed,  WM.  LEWIS.*    , 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin  Esqre.  President  of  the- Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyla. 

*  BeeCdl.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  466;  also  469  for  Resolutions  passed  Sept.- 
21st,  on  the  foregoing. 
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SKfT  C9  Waa  90  Pan.  MiFFLtir«^PBivftfON0|  1790. 

War  Department,  15th  Septemr.,  1790. 
Sir, 

The  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  bave  directed  tbe  re^ster  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  certificates  to  the  military  invaliflls,  and  to  the 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  such  Officers,  non-commissioned  Officers 
and  PrivateB  who  wen  killed  or  died  while  in  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  are  entitled  to  Pensions  by  the  Acts  of  Congroaa, 
for  tho  arrean  of  their  pensions  d«e,  prior  to  tbo  foortb  dbj  of 
Moroh  1789.  It  has  therefore  become  necessary  to  aeoertain  with 
premieii  tho  sum  d«o  to  oaoh  indivMoal  of  the  abo^  deseriptioQ. 

As  aevoral  of  tho  States  may  hav«  paid  a  part  or  tho  whole,  of  the 
said  anroara  since  the  retnm  reoeired  at  this  OSce ;  I  have  tho  iieaor 
roapeotfoUy  to  peq«est  that  yoa  woald  bo  pleased  to  cawoe  bo  to 
bo  inibrmod  whelAer  any  Bnoh  |iaymoBt  of  arrears  has  boon  aade 
by  the  State  of  Poinisylv«»ia  oinoo  tho  seventh  of  Deoombor  1789, 
the  date  of  tho  list  ttaassiilted  to  this  Ottco  by  your  diiootion. 
t  If  any  paHlal  paymeota  have  beoa  made  by  tho  State  <^  Psnaayl- 
viaia,  1  take  tho  Shorty  to  reouest  the  information,  weedier  any 
•man  prior  to  tho  said  fourth  m  March  17d9  remaiQ  doo,  and  if  oo, 
tbo  amount  to  each  individual. 

If  no  pigments  hero  beoa  made  since  the  date  of  tho  wM  list, 
tho  ^nearam  may  bo  made  ont  at  this  Oftoe^  preminmig  aa  the 
i»oarae;p  of  tho  list  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

.Tour  Ezcellency's  Most 

Obed.  &  ham.  Servt. 

H.  KNOX, 

Seo'y  of  War. 
Dirededf 

His  Bxcellency  The  President  of  Pennlylvania. 


Peter  Z.  Lloyd  to  Pkes.  Miffun— Assembly,  1790. 

Sept.  20th,  1T90. 
Sir, 

The  nnezpected  dissolntion  of  the  late  General  Aasembly  haTiag 
occasioned  a  seemingabrnptness  in  the  closing  their  jonmals,  I  haw 
to  foqaeit  that  your  Sfoelloacy  will  bo  pleased  to  submit  to  the  eon- 
sideration  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Goimeil  the  proprtetj  of  sub* 
joinii^  to  the  minatet  of  tho  house,  a  poblioatioa  addj^med  <<  To  the 
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oitizeog  of  Peiuisylyauia,"  and  signed  by  fiftj  aiz  membarHj  wLich  wm 
priutod  in  the  Pennsjlvania  Gazette  the  8th  iostant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  yottr  very  obed'l  eervH, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD.* 
Directed^ 

His  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq. 
Indorsed, 

Read  in  Oounoil  Sept  21st,  1790  for  their  determination  see  the 
minutes. 

J.  T.  for  C.  B-  Secy. 


BspoBT  07  John  Nioholbon,  Esq.,  on  Littir  fbout  Bkot.  of 

WAR«-^PBNeT0N]EB8,  1790. 

In  PurMance  of  The  Ralbrence  of  The  Hon'ble  The  Council  with 
the  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  herewith,  I  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  sinoe  the  retarn  which  I  made  of  The  Invalid  pensioners  in  De* 
cember  ITSOf  sundry  payments  have  been  made  of  arrears  of  Pensions 
due  before  the  first  of  May  preceding,  and  which  were  not  then  paid 
np,  and  that  the  state  of  Penna.  hath  made  provision  for  the  patymeilt 
of  the  Pensions  of  the  invalids  aforesaid  until  the  firsiof  May4iforesaid, 
80  that  the  few  who  yet  remain  unpaid  if  they  are  alive  and  apply 
will  be  intitled  thereto  from  the  state  of  Penna.  Therefore  there  will 
be  no  arrears  to  be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  Invalid  pen- 
sioners of  this  state,  on  the  contrary,  this  state  hath  paid  them  as 
hath  been  heretofore  represented  to  the  United  States  for  one  month 
and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time  for  which  payment  wits  ordered 
ako  by  the  United  States,  that  is  from  the  4tb,  of  Marcb  ti4  let  May 
1789. 

The  widows  and  Childrei)  of  Commissioned  officers  acknowledged 
io  be  of  the  line  of  this  state  and  who  died  in  acttuil  tervice  or  {» 
tapUoity  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state  and  there  will  be  no  ar- 
rears to  be  made  up  to  them  by  the  United  States ;  But  there  hath 
been  no  provision  made  by  this  state  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  Cammimoned  officers  who  died  and  were  not  in  actual  service  or  in 
captivity  at  the  time,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers  in 
Corps  not  attached  to  the  line  of  any  state  who  were  citizens  of  thvi 
state  and  died  in  the  service,  nor  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  non 
Commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  die  Continental  troops  who  died 
in  service ;  wherefore  such  of  these  descriptions  as  are  provided  for  by 
Acts  of  Congress  will  not  be  chargeable  at  settlement  with  them  for  any 

*  See  Col.  E«j.,  Vol.  XVX.,  p.  468. 
t  8w  Col.  Eqc,  Vol.  KVL,  p.  224, 
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moDey  reo'd  of  this  state,  unless  tbe  case  of  Mrs.  Catherine  ThoiB|noa 
whtcfa  bath  been  laid  before  GonnctI  (and  who  is  witfam  the  provisioii 
made  by  Congress)  should  be  finally  adjadged  and  Determined  not  t« 
be  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  this  state,  then  the  payments  which  she 
hath  received  will  be  chargeable  to  her  at  her  settlement  with  tbe 
United  States. 

All  which  is  respeotfally  submitted, 

JNO-  NICHOLSON. 
Gompt.  GenPs  office.  Sept  22d^  1790. 


Sect,  of  Wae  to  Pees.  Mipplin— Pensions,  1790. 

War  D^artment,  Sep'r  24thy  1790. 
Sir, 

In  the  absenoe  of  the  Saeretary  of  War,  who  is  gone  to  tbe  ] 
ward,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tbe  inolowd  copy  of  hia  letter  to 
your  Excellency  of  the  15th,  instant* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with 

the  highest  respect,  your  Bzcellency's 

most  Obedient  k  very  humble  Servant, 

JNO.  STAGQ,  JuKB. 

Cbf.  Ok. 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Arrest  of  Samuel  Dotle — Indian  Murder,  1790. 

Lancaster,  September  25th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Thi9  day  I  received  a  letter  from  William  Wilson  one  of  the 
Members  of  Council,  by  Two  persons  of  tbe  Name  of  Thomas  Reese 
mnd  Jacoh  Mercley,  by  tbem  he  sends  a  Certain  Samuel  Doylef  to 
be  left  in  the  Goal  of  Lancaster  County,  for  the  Murder  of  two 
TttkiianB  on  pine  Creek,  and  Requested  me  to  Qive  tbe  Bulieat 
information  to  Council, 

ft  Remain  your  Excellency's 

most  obt.  Hum'ble  Ser't, 
JAMES  ROSS, 
Directed,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  Oowo^. 

On  public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

*  See  page  728,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XVT.,  p.  467. 
t  See  Col.  aee.,  VoL  XVI.,  p.  897,  488,  484. 
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Copy  of  Compteolleb  Genebal's  Lettee — Pensions,  179Q. 

The  Comptroller  General  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
The  Secretary  at  War  of  the  15th  Instant,  Begs  leave  to  Report, 

That  the  disabled  or  invalid  pensioners  from  this  State  have 
nearly  all  been  paid  up  till  the  first  of  May,  1789.  That  aa  the 
provision  of  the  Legislature  thereof  extends  to  that  period  the  few 
who  remain  unpaid  are  entitled  to,  and  if  alive  and  application  be 
made  will  receive  it,  so  that  there  will  be  no  arrears  of  pension  to 
be  settled  by  the  United  States  with  them.  On  the  contiary  they 
have  been  paid  for  one  Month  and  twenty  seven  days  of  the  time 
for  which  payment  hath  also  been  been  Ordered  by  the  Congress  as 
hath  already  been  notified  to  the  United  States. 

The  widows  and  Children  of  Commim&ned  Qffioem  acknowledged 
to  be  of  the  Line  of  this  State  and  who  died  in  actual  service  or  in 
captivity  are  also  provided  for  by  this  state,  and  there  will  be  no 
arrears  to  be  settled  with  any  of  them  by  the  United  States. 

But  there  hath  been  no  provision  made  by  the  State  for  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Commissioded  officers  who  died  not  bebe  in  actual 
service  or  in  captivity  at  the  time,  for  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of 
Officers  who  were  of  this  State  and  died  being  officers  not  attaehed 
to  the  line  of  any  State,  nor  acknowledged  to  belong  to  Pennsylvania, 
nor  for 'the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  who  were  slain  in  battle  or  died 
in  service.    All  of  which  is  respeotfally  submitted. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON, 
Comp'r  General's  Office.* 

Sept'r  30th,  1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Wm.  Lyon  to  SECEiETABy  Bidplb^  1790. 

Carlisle,  Sepf  r  SOth,  1790. 
Sir, 

This  Day  oame  to  hand  a  Letter  from  your  office^  Dated  the  7tk 
Instant,  Bhewiog  that  at  a  Confereoeef  of  Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Coanoil,  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c".,  it  was  determined  that  the  Offices  for 
the  Probate  of  Wills,  &g^.,  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  the  Several 
Counties  of  this  state  had  expired  with  the  Powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Present  year  on  the  second  Instant,  that  Council  have  in 
pursuance  of  the  Powers  vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  reap- 

*  Bee  page  728. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XYL,  p.  443,  a  list  of  re-appointments  and  reasons 
for  them. 
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pointed  me  to  theie  oflkes  io  this  County,  and  tbat  I  am  required 
to  TrJanemit  to  Council  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  be  mj  Soretiefl^ 
that  the  approbation  of  Council  may  be  giyen  of  them. 

Seeing  such  proceedings  is  found  necessary,  I  acknowledge  the 
favour  done  me  by  his  Ezcellencv  the  President  and  the  HonoonUe 
Council  in  re-appointing  me  to  these  offices. 

The  Sureties  I  propose  to  give  are  Stephen  Duncao,  Herch't 
&  Doctr.  Samuel  A.  McCoskry  both  Grent'n  of  Good  Estate,  liviag 
in  the  Borough  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  County,  who,  I  make  ne 
Doubt  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Son'ble  Council  will  accept 
&  approve  of. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Snowden,  A.  U.,  will  pay  you  for  me 
the  thirty  three  Shills.  you  reqiure  for  the  Bond  &  Commiaa. 
I  am*  witb  much  esteem,  Bir^ 

.  Tour  Most  Obedieiit 

Most  HumUe  Servant, 

WILLM.  LYON. 

P.  S.-^I  would  jost  mention  to  you^  Sir,  that  tbera  10  iHit  aay 
]>oabt  with  n«  but  a  great  Majorii^  of  the  Votes  for  Govamor  wiU 
be  in  favour  of  President  Mifflin  in  this  and  the  adjoining  CouitiflB^ 
whieh  I  expeot  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  you. 

W.L. 
IXrectect, 

Hon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esq^r,  Seoretary  of  the  Bup'me  Exeewtiie 
Council,  Philadelphia, 


H.  B&AOKXNaiDQS  TO  Pbes.  Mifflin — Cobnplant£b,  1790. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  CooBcil  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir, 

Two  Indian  Chiefs,  of  the  name  of  Cornplanter  and  Half  ^ovs. 
Conceiving  themselves  iojuved  by  Colonel  John  Oibaon^  haTa  keen 
directed  to  apply  to  me,  to  obtain  for  them  redrees  by  law.  I  have 
recommended  to  them,  now  that  they  are  going  down*'  to  preacat 
themselves  before  your  Exoellenay,  to  make  eomplaiiit  to  ike 
Council,  who  will  em^ulreinto  this  afiair,  and  call  Mr*  &ibaoii  to  an 
account,  if  he  shall  seem  to  have  defrauded  them.  It  is  an 
customary  with  Traders  to  Cheat  Indians,  that  I  think  it  noa  na- 
probable  that  their  Complaints  are  well  fonnded.  General  Oihaos 
acting  as  a  Commissioner  under  your  authority,  will  be  properly 
amonabla  before  you.    It  is  a  misdemeanonr,  which  I  coneeive  will 

*  See  Col.  Rec;  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  497,  498,  499,  GOl— 508,  510,  611—513 
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support  an  indictment,  if  the  fact  is  established.  If  so,  tbe  Councils 
wn  direct  an  enquiry  at  this  place.  For  the  course  of  six  months 
I  have  been  importuned  bj  those  Chiefs  to  give  them  advice  in  this 
matter,  and  the  Common  Opinion  here  is  strong  in  their  favour 
with  regard  to  the  injustice  done  them.  I  know  well  that  such 
ground  of  dissatidfaction  on  tbe  part  of  the  savagea  is  often  the 
occasion  of  war,  and  certainly  it  behooves  the  government  to  tako 
care  of  their  officers,  and  oblige  them  to  act  honestly  with  them. . 
With  great  personal  respect, 

Your  Ezcetlency^s  most 

Obedient  HWe.  Servt., 

HU.  BRACKENBIDGE. 
October  4th,  1790,  Pittsburg. 
J)ir$cted^ 
JRis  Ezoelleney,  Oan'l  Tkomss  MifHin,  President  of  PennByIvani«' 


RoBSBT  Galbbaitb  TO  Pbss.  MmnjN — ^Indians;  1790. 
His  Ezcenenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esqviro. 

Having  met  with  the  Coniplanter  and  hii  oompany  on  their  wftjr 
to  Philad'a,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Btcall^oy 
that  I  have  been  acquainted  with  Stif-knee,  one  of  hia  company,  the 
gieatest  part  of  this  summer,  as  he  has  resided  aboat  twelve  Miles 
from  Pittsburgh  on  tbe  Alleghany  River,  near-  to  where  I  now  t^ 
mde^  and  have  known  the  said  Stif-knee  to  wateh  the  frontier  od 
that  quarter,  and  use  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  prevent  Horses 
being  stolen  or  any  injury  done  to  tbe  good  people  at  that  place, 
that  .he  has  been  friendly  and  useful  to.  the  Americans  in  geneial,  and 
is  a  man  of  a  general  good  character. 

The  Cornplantor's  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  tiie  American  cause  is 
so  well  known,  that  it  would  be  unneoessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing 
on  th&t  anbjtet. 

I  bate  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  assured 

friend  and  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  GALBRAim    ' 
Greensburgh,  October  7th,  1790^ 

His  Sxoelleacy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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Opinion  of  Wm.  BfiADronD^  Attornst  Oensral,  on  Weiohts 

AND  MSABURSS,  1790. 

I  have  attentiyel J  considered  the  Act  of  Assembly  *'  for  regulat- 
ing weights  and  nteasnres/^  and  the  questions  arising  thereon,  to 
wit :  1.  In  whom  the  appointment  of  the  offieer  therein  mentioned 
is  now  vested  f  and  2d.  Whether  the  Mayor  or  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  have  a  rigLt  to  appoint  such 'an  offioer  for  the 
City  in  exclusion  of  that  appointed  by  the  Cofunty. 

By  the  Act  aforesaid,  passed  12  Will  III.,  it  is  directed  that  the 
keeper  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  in  each  county,  ahonld 
be  appointed  '^  by  the  Governor  with  the  adirice  of  OounciL"  It  ia 
true  that  the  Council  here  spoken  of,  was  a  Legislative  ConndL 
Tet  after  the  alteration  of  the  Government  in  1701,  and  when  no 
8Dbh  .  Council  existed  we  find  the  act  etpreaaly  eonfirmed  by  the 
General  Assembly.  Thus  in  1705,  ch.  24,  §2.  It  is  declared  that 
(excepting  one  clause)  "  the  act  for  regulating  weights  and  metBoras 
shall  be,  and  remain  in  full  force  f^  and  by  the  Act  passed  19  Jan., 
1733-4,  "  millers,  bolters  and  bakers  are  required  to  bring  their 
<'  weights  and  measorea  once  in  three  years^to  the  standard  kso/L  in 
'^  each  county  according  to  the  direction  of  the  act  of  12  WiU.,IIL'' 
It  also  appears  that  this  power  was  exercised  aoconii&glj  by  dm 
Governor }  and  in  the  minutes  of  Council  I  find  that  John  Carter 

waa  a|»|M»inted  agreeably  to  the  directioni^  of  this  Act  on  the 

Jan.,  1729--80 ;  and  I  am  informed  aimilar  appointmeatB  have  been 
made  in  later  periods. 

The  jM)wer  in  question  therefore  previona  to  the  reeelntion  was 
elsariy  .vested  in  the  Governor,  and  I  am  ^  opinion  that  by  the 
Laws  and  .  Constitation  of  the  State,  the  i^ pointment  may  now  be 
made  by  the  Pretideni  vm  (hvmciL 

As  to  the  second  question,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Major  and 
Corporation  have  not  any  such  power  of  appointment.  It  doce, 
indeed,  appear  that  soon  after  their  ineorporation  in  1701,  thej  par^ 
efaaaed  weights,  &Ci,  and  the  elerk  of  the  market  had  for  aome  tame 
the. keeping  of  these  aa  part  of  hia  duty.  Afterwarda  a  diatinct 
offioer  was  appointed  for  keeping  the  dry  measures ;  and  the  topper 
standard  measure  mentioned  in  the  Act  ci^me  intp  hie  poflooooioa.  It 
is  probable  he  had  at  the  same  time  an  appointment  under  the  12 
Will.,  III.  from  the  Governor^  This  standard  measure  being  injured 
a  new  one  was  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  City. 

This  power,  exercised  by  the  former  Corporation  was  not  derived 
from  any  act  of  Assembly ;  nor  could  they  derive  any  eneb  fnsm 
their  charter  in  derogation  of  an  express  and  possitive  net  of 
Assembly.  Bot  it  probably  topk  its  rise  from  the  pcaetiee  in 
England,  and  was  submitted  to  from  convenience  or  neeesaitjy  or 
perhaps  authorised  by  the  concurrent  appointment  of  the  Governor. 

By  a  variety  of  statutes  in  England  every  City  and  Market  Town 
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&  to  have  »  dOBunon  bdanoe  weights  atid  tneBHwren;  and  the  elerk  (A 
the  market  it  t»  have  rach  weigh tB  and  measures  mtrrked  according 
to  the  vtendmYd  kept  in  the  Bxcheqner.  ^  The  Mayor,  Ac,  is  also 
directed  to  see  that  the  weigh ts^  &o.,  are  agreeably  to  it,  to  destroy 
thoae  that  are  not  and  te  fine  delinquents.  <<  These  statutes  are  in 
their  nature  local;  yet  are  probably  the  foundbtton  of  the  practiee  of 
the  late  Corporation.  It  is,  indeed,  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  market  to  bare  weights*  and  mijasures  that  are  regulated  according 
to  the  standard,  to  enable  him  to  take  the  assize  of  bread,  beer,  &o. ; 
ft  power  which  was,  and  is  still  vested  in  bira  :  bat  the  weights  and 
aaeasares  in  his  possession  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  ttandanh 
referred  to  in  the  act. 

However,  as  it  seems  d'ottbtful,  whether  diere  are  now  in  existence 
any  such  standards  as  are  directed  by  the  said  act  to  be  proeared| 
and  as  the  original  standard  Is  now  kept  in  a  fbreign  kingdom,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  act  demands  a  revision  unless  tbere  should 
speedily  be  sosie  general  and  permanent  provision  made  by  the 
United  States  that  may  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  State  regula- 
tions on  this  subject. 

WM.  BRADFOBD,  Jtt. 

Att'y  Gen'l.    '. 

Philad'a,  October  14, 1790. 


Prbsident  of  Oounoii.  to  Qovbenoe  of  CoNmscncur,  1790. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  18tb,  1790. 
8ir, 

The  confidence  which  I  repose  in  your  ready  disposition  to  aid  the 
execution  of  the  Laws  of  a  Sister  State,  so  far  as  right  and  Justice 
may  require,  leads  me,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Supreme 
executive  Coufaeil  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  the  followiDg 
reptesentation  to  you,  and  to  crave  your  interposition  therein.  It  has 
b^n  made  to  appear  to  us,  that  ai  writ  of  foi^ign  attachment  issued 
out  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
at  the  suit  of -Robert  Milnor  and  George  Hayiies  against  Thomais 
9f uroford,  theti  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  returnable  to  the  Terni 
of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  three.  That  before  the  return  day  thereof  it  was  delivered 
to  Thomas  proctor,  Esquire,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
Gounty  of  Philadelphia,  who  executed  the  same  by  attaching  the 
Srig  Bird  and  Cargo  fsupposed  to  be]  the  property  of  the  Defendant, 
und  by  summoning  WilHam  Wattles  the  Commander  thereof  to 
appear  and  Huswer  as  Oamishee : — That  Captain  Wattles  afterward^ 
availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  escaping  under  cover  of  night 
from  the  Port 'cf  Philadelphia  with  -the  said  Brig  and  Cargo,  and 
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left'  the  said  Thomas  Prootpr,  Esquiroy  ticooiintable  to  the  Haintiff 
for  the  value  thereof.  That  it  was  so  proceeded  in  the  said  writ 
of  attachment,  that  the  Plaintiffs  bj  due  course  of  Law  obCaiQjd  a 
Verdiot  and  Judgment  against  the  said  Thomas  Mumford  for  nine 
hundred  and  five  pounds  fifteen  shillings  lawful  money  of  Penasjl- 
vania.  That  Miinor  and  Haines  thereupon  commenced  an  aotioQ 
agunst  the  said  Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  for  the  fieoovery  of  tlie 
Value  of  the  Brig  and  Cargo  ^  by  reason  of  the  same  having  been 
wrongfully  carried  away  after  having  been  attaohed  as  aforesaid,  and 
having  obtained  Judgment  .against  him  for  six  huadred  and  three 
pounds  one  shilling  and  three  pence  lawful  money  of  PeoDsylvaBia 
with  Costs  of  Suit,  have  issued  an  Execution  thereoD }  in  virtue 
whereof,  his  Estate  hath  been  levied  on  andbeeomo  liable  to  be  sold 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Judgmeiatw  That  tho  said  Thomaa 
Proctor,  Esqvfiire,  hath  by  the  advice  of  his  Council  caused  special 
Bail  to  be  entered  to  die  ^aid  Wi:it  of  attachment|  whereby  U  n 
conceived  the  s^me  is  dissolved  and  turned  intQ  a  -common  aelMW 
upon  the  Case,  and  that  Mr.  Proctor  will,  on  the  surreadering  the 
Body  of  Mr.  Mumford  to  the  present  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia  Ooantj 
be  discharged  froia  all  reisponsibiiity  to  Messrs.  Miinor  and  Hajnea. 
It  is  too  likely  however,  that  Mr.  Proctor  will  meet  with  diffieolties 
in  his  Endieavours  to  accomplish  this  reasonable,  and  as  it  isoonoesved 
lawful  purpose,  unless  he  can  be  aided  with  the  executive  authoriiy 
of  your  State;  as  it  is  alleged  that  Mr.  Mumford,  having  fled  or 
ropooved  to  your  State,  has  taken  pains  to  secure  his  House  io  such 
a  manner  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  attempts  of  his  Bail  to  anest  him, 
in  order  to  a  surrender  in  a  discharge  of  his  recognisance.  As  the 
Bail  is  the  keeper  of  his  principal,  it  is  conceived,  that  he  has  at  all 
times  and  at  all  places  a  right  to  arrest  him  in  order  to  his  sorrender, 
and  to  break  open  Houses  for  that  purpose  if  the  same  shall  be  foand 
necessary,  but  as  this  might  lead  to  disagreeable  altercation  and 
perhaps  to  bloodshed,  which  the  friendly  interposition  of  Oovemment 
may  prevent.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
Council  to  address  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion,  in  behalf  of  an 
aggrieved  and  meritorious  Citizen  of  this  Commonwealth.  Yoa 
will  readily  perceive  Sir,  that  this  application  is  not  founded  on  any 
article  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  bat  that 
it  originates  from  a  regard  to  Justice  and  a  sense  of  that  friendly 
intercourse  between  Sister  States  which  the  good  of  the  whole 
requires  to  be  kept  upon  occasions  of  this  kind.  This  Letter  will 
be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Gentleman  who  has  entered  special  Bail 
for  Mr.  Mumford  or  by  some  person  legally  deputed  by  him,  and  as  ii 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  Bail  piece  duly  authenticated,  I  am 
induced  to  hope,  that  all  friendly  assistance  of  the  exeeudva 
authority  of  your  State  consistent  with  Law  will  be  exerted,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Mumford 
proving  ineffectual.  [Should  a  similar  application  from  your  Sute  at 
any  time  be  made  to  the  executive  authority  of  thia^  I  hare  no  doubt 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECfilVKS  1790.  78T 

of  it^jneeting  irith  lilut  ntUniton  ^hich  a  regard  to  jiuiioa  may 
require.] 

• ' '    Opinion  of  Attorney  General  on  the  "Foregoing. 

I  have  perused  ibe.above  draught  of  a  letter  intended  to  be  aent 
to  the  Governor  of  ConBecticut.  I  eotieeive  that  the  law  is  truly 
atated  therein^  and  if  the  facta  are  aecnrately  set  forth,  I  appreband 
that  the  request  made  is  a  proper  one.  Bveo  between  iadependeni 
states,  it  is  oonsidered  as  part  of  the  general  law  of  Nations,  .that  the 
Justice  of  one  Country  ought  to  aid  the  Justice  of  another :  and 
the  protection  which  every  state  owes  to  its  own  oitiiens  renders  an 
intdrposition  of  this  kind  neither  unusual  nor  improper. 

I  have  made  a  few  alterations  which  are  respectfully  submitted  & 
I  appreheod  tlmt  the  last  sentenoe  should  be  wholly  omitted.* 

The  above  opioion  however  is  given  upon  the  presumption  that 
the  property  attached  was  really  the  property  of  Mr..  Mumford  & 
tbei  Capt.  of  the  vessel,  of  course^  employed  by  him.  I  therefore 
recomc^end  the  words  <*  supposed  to  be  "  in  the  eleventh  llnv  should 
be  strook  out  if  the  truth  of  the  fkct  will  admit  it :  bat  if  there  ii 
no  proof  of  this  fact  I  cauuot  think  that  the  Sheriff  would  be  jnsti« 
fiable  in  enteiing  bail  for  the  defendant,  when  no  property  of  his 
was  attached,  and  of  counie  subjeotiog  him  to  a  trial  &  perhaps 
imprisonment  in  a  distant  Country. 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jan. 
Indorndf 

To  His  Ezcellenoy,  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  ConneoticiU. 
Copy  of  this  Letter  forwarded. 


N.  Falconui,, Health  Offigeb—Pbot  House,  17C0. 

To  Hia  Excellency  the  President  and  the   Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  Counoel  aprove  of  it  to  have  an  ord^  for 
Twenty  two  pounds  ten  shillings  which  Lays  ii)  the  hands  of  the 
Treashurer  of  the  State  belonging  to  the  pest  house  to  pay  for  filling 
up  the  holes  in  the  wharf  to  save  it  from  being  Carried  away  by 
the  Ice  this  winter. 

.  I  am  with  Great  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Hble.  Ser., 

NATH.  FALCONER  t 
Philadelphia,  the  18th  October,  1790. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  President  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  These  are  probably  what  is  included  in  the  braokets— the  Governor's 
reply  has  not  been  found. 

t  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  498. 
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Lt^  BB|NABi>  HUBfiET  TO  Pb»9.  MkFllM— MtLITIA,  1790. 

.      .         .  Northumberland,  Oct'r  25fcli,  1790. 
Dr.  Sir, 

TheiB^ai^r,  Oolonel  James  Marrow  will  have  the  hooor  to  hand 
tfaia^ei  ^pTiExoelleDCjr,  &  who  can  if  requisite  more  psrticalarlj 
aoqwotjoii  of  the  Militia,  A;  with  the  oircumstanoes  of  those  who 
havbinot' le^larij  attended  mveter  on  the  Genl.  Field  Dajs  ap- 
pointfidi^.'ia'tbe  first  Instanee  there  are  eotue  of  the  People  that  do 
Hot  attend  who  are  really  tired  with  the  mode  and  are  wishing  for 
new  BognlatioDB  to  take  place,  others  whose  Circumstances  does  not 
permit  &  paifcionlaTlj  at  tbie  timet  of  year,  Seeding;  not  being  over 
yet  in  thii  Goaiity,  whereby  it  has  also  beei!i  owing  that  the  muster 
days  have  beea  very  small  &  it  haa  happened  that  on  some  of  the 
Field  Days  it  Rained  all'  day,  that  tliey  could  hot  attend  at  all ;  I 
would  therefore  reoommend  a  General  Exoneration  of  Fibes  to  take 
place  in  this  Oountyi  the  former  Lieutenants  wdl  knowing  the 
situation  &  Cireumstances  of  the  People,  £  that  numbers  woald 
have  been  mueh  distres^'d*  had  they  Impos'd  the  Fines  regular;  I 
am  of  opinion  a  Plan  might  be  adopted  that  would  be  more  sada- 
faotory  to:  t^e  People  in  General,  a  well  Regulated  militia  corres- 
ponding with  the  Constitution  might  answer  a  salutary  end,  and  sock 
a  one  might  be  formed  without  a  grievance,  the  present  mode  does 
not  seem  ito  answer  the  best  end,  it  appears  to  me  the  People  are 
not  able  to  perform  any  manoeuvres  equal  to  those  they  did  before 
the  last -war,  there  is  not  that  ambition',  almost  every  person  seems 
careless  about  it,  there  is  not  one  among  a  Hundred  now  found  thai 
can  any  more  go  through  the  mdnual  Exercise.  The  Inclosed  is  a 
Return  of  the  officers  of  the  6th  Batallion  who  have  no  Comowsioos, 
it  is  but  lately  I  i^eceived  the  Return  from  the  Command'^  officer, 
every  pact  of  the  Militia  Laws  appear  backward,  even  the  Betunia 
of  the  absentees  from  last  May  i&re  not' all  come  to  hands,  I  have 
done  every  thing  that  could  be  to  get  them  but  find  it  very  difficolL 
I  have  the  Honor  ib  subscribe  myself 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 

Your  most  obed't  hum'l  serr't, 

BER.  HUBLEY, 
I        Lieuft  North'd  Coanty. 
Directed, 

His  Ezoellency  Thomas  MiffliO)  Esqr.,  President,  State  of  Pen'a. 

Hiin'd  by  Col.  J.  Murrow. 
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OoRid*i,Aim8RTO  Pres.  Miwhn,  179d. 


(Copy.) 


Ptiikcla.^  Odt.  25A,  1790. 


Mj  Father  of  the  Quaker  State,  • 

Having  come*  to  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  laying  Itefbr^'t'ou 
Bome  Orievattoefl  which  the  geoeea  Natioti,  dter  vhich^  T  preiside^ 
have  to  oomplaia  of ;  and  irhioh  I  fully  intended  to  hate'l'aid  before 
Yon  to-morrow ;  but  having  luelcily  met  wftii  a  Mr.  Phelps,  between 
whom  &  my  Nation,  the  diffarenoe  in  a  griat  Measure  subsists;  and 
a  long  talk  bavipg  t&^e^  place  between  him  in  me,  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  my  Friends,  which  has  delayed  die  timo,  &  made  itiii^os- 
sible  for  me  to  do  as  I  wished ;  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that 
you  will  pardon  &  fcH'give  my  not  complying  with  my  Eogagemenits ; 
And  that  you  will  give  me  another  Opportunity  of  talking  with  you. 
With  great  Respect  &  Esteem^ 

I  am  Your  affectionate  Son, 

CORNPLANTBKS  +  Mark.* 

Directed^  •  r  .  *.)•:' 

His  Excellenoyy  Tbotoas  Mifflin,  Esq.  /  '      .  .   ; 


GiiBBK  or  H.  B.-**^Oflnoi:  IN  Statb  ilousi:^  1790.:  ' 

.Philade}ph]a,:2^h  October,  1760.  / 
I  have  seen  the  apattmentiB  which  are  designed  ler  the  uae  of  the 
Clerk's  Office,  and  as  Committee  rooms  for  the  House  of  Rept«^ 
sentatives,  and  am  of  opinion  that  th«re  will  bo  no  necassitj  to 
remove  Mr.  Joseph  Fry  from  that  wing  of  the  State  Herasej  <bitt  that 
his  removal  into  that  part' of 'it  in  which  the  Land.  Office  was  lately 
kept;  will  leave  room  sufficient  for  the  purposes  first  mentioned. 

JOHN  BECKLEY, 
Clerk  to  the  House  of  Bep.  of  the  U.  Statep. 


John  NioHOLsoir  to  Psuw.  MiFFUsr*— Indians,  17^. 

Sir,  ^  ■       .    ' ,,\  "  \  '/        .'■   :   .        .'' 

Understanding  that  the  indiaiH  now  in  town  are  enttmeriting  their^ 
prievanees,  and  as  the  state  a«  well  aa  individoeli  iMkris  austatHed  a. 
loss  from  a  non»8ettlement  of  that  |>a^t  of  Penn'a  North  West  of 
The  Ohio  &  AUegheaey^  I  take  the  liberty  o€  laying  thb  inclosed 

♦  See  page  73i  also  Col.  Rec.,  p.  497,  Ac,       "  ^         ' 
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deposition  before  you,  sbewing  ib&t  four  men  wbo  bad  been  pljoed 
on  land  in  the  depreciation  district,  at  a  considerable  expenee  and 
loss  to  my  brotber  and  myself,  and  were  improving  there,  vere 
menaioied  by  the  indiana  in  such  a  manner  as  to  Oblige  them  to 
abandon  their  improvements  and  habitations. 

if  any  ^od  to  the  state  and  aeeurity  to  future  settlers  there  aiay 
be  likely  to  be  obtaioed  therefrom,  I  wish  this  affair  laaj  be  laid 
before  them  while  in  the  city.     Whioh  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
Sifi  your  Most  Obedient, 

Very  bumble  servant; 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Philada.,  Oct.  28th,  1790. 
l)irected, 
'  His  Ezoellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin^  Esq.,  Presid't  Penn'a« 


Personally  oame  before  NTe,  the  Subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  County  of  Allegany,  a  Certain  Henry  Cable  & 
Henry  Thomas,  and  being  Sworn  as  the  Law  direotetb,  Depooeth 
and  Sayeth  that  they,  the  Said  Henry  Cable  &  Henry  Thomas^  with 
Nicolas  Sirlett  and  peter  Sirlett,  were  Peaceably  Improving  on  a 
tract  of  Land  on  the  road  Leading  from  Pittsburgh  to  Kiskey  old 
town,  abt.  the  Distance  of  Eleven  or  twelve  miles  from  said  town  of 
Pittsburgh,  &  that  ou  Sunday  Evening  Last  past  they,  tbesd.  Henry 
Nicolas  &  peter,  were  in  a  threatning  Manner  Drove  of  the  ad.  Trier, 
by  foar  IndiadS;  of  what  Nation  they  know  uot^  k  further  Sayeth 
not. 

^T.MAD.fSiiS^rT^ft^l     HENRICH  GOELBRI. 
fiSo^WA^Llcr''"'''!     HENRY  X  THOMAS. 


Thos.  Peootor  OX)  Pees.  MiFtLiN— Cornplanter,  1790. 

-      Philadelphia,  Nov.  Ist,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  call'd  upon  this  morning  by  CaptaiD  Obeal,  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  his  People  are  ready  to  return  to 
Fort  Pitt,  as  soon  as  your  pleasure  and  that  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil aire  made  known  to  us  hnving  only  two  days  notice.  He  likewise 
requested  me  to  name  to  yon  that  they  have  not  received  the  Gouts  w 
spoken  of  to  them  by  the  Council.  This  being  the  purtionlars  tbej 
wished  to  have  communicated  to  yoiir  Ezeelleney ;  be  pleased  to  give 
your  instructions,  as  Secretary  Biddle  is  gone  to  Reading,  (as  I 
am  informed)  and  I   will  be  careful  to  contract  upon  the  lowest 
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pmoiplqfly  which  Ae  Tiylor  iafcamed  mo  woald  fioi  onted  £il  Ofl. 
^  Coat. 

I  am^  your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTOR.* 
Directed, 
Hifi  Ezcellencj^  Thomas  Mifflin. 


Tho8.  Paootoe  to  PjEoa.  MitmN — CoRNPi^ANTsai  1790. 

PhUadelphio,  Nov'r  2d,  1790. 

Sir, 

I  have  commanicated  to  the  Indian  Chiefs,  t]|a  purport  of  jour 
written  lostruotions  *to  me  of  yesterday,  with  which  they  are  well 
pleased,  being  very  desirous  of  returning  to  their  respective  homes 
before  the  bard  weather  sets  in.  I  am  particularly  Intreated  by 
Capt.  Obeal  to  Lay  before  your  Ezoellenoy  and  the  Etecutivo 
Council,  sundry  requisitions  in  behalf  o?  himself  and  People;  which, 
he,  by  no  means,  desires  as  a  Qift,  but  as  a  Loan  to  be  repaid  to  ihe 
state,  upon  a  settlement  of-  their  account  current  with  it,  and  upon 
it  being  granted  to  them  for  the  comfort  of  their  di8tre:«8ed  familys, 
will  Immediately  leave  the  City.  The  better  to  effect  this  desireable 
end,  I  have  partly  engaged  a  Conveyaneo  for  themselves  and 
baggage,  with  Waggoners  Immediately  going  for  Fort  Pitt,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  loug  before  another  may  offer.  Capt.  Obeal  for 
himself  and  reople,  makes  request  of  One  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  to  lay  out  in  necessarys  for  which  he  will  give  his  obligation, 
vis : 

To  Capt.  Obeal  and  his  loterpreter,  870 

To  Half  Town  and  Great  Tree,  50 

To  Senecca  Williams  and  Jas.  Hutchins,  40 

To  John  Dttker  20  dollars  and  to  old  Kuya«uta  the  very  faithful 
friend  of  the  State,  upon  every  occasion,  the  sum  of  10  dollars. 

Whatever  your  £xoellen«y's  pleasure  mi^  .be  on  this  subjeot,  I 
shall  be  h^py  to  cKMnmnnioate  to  them  as  soon  as  reo'd  by 
Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  PROCTORf 
Direoiedf 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  610. 
t  See  reply— Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  610. 
Vol.  XI.— 32 
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Jotat  FicoouMnr  to  Pbxs.  MnnuN^Orrr  Lot8|  kc^  17iM- 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  tfaa  honor  to  ioclose  a  plan  of  sandry  lots  id  the  dtj 
of  Philadelphia,  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth. 

By  an  Aot  passed  the  8th  April,  1786,  These  are  directed  to  be 
sold  for  the  redemption  of  the  certificates  of  debts  of  this  State. 
The  present  market  price  of  those  securities,  low  when  oompaied 
with  the  ample  provision  made  for  them,  or  when  compared  wiih  the 
certificates  of  debts  of  the  United  States ;  as  well  as  the  present 
advance  in  tl^e  estimate  of  lots  and  the  prospects  held  up  of  the 
buildings  for  the  accomodation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Ming  erected  towards  the  centre  of  the  Oity  Qroviid  plan  of 
the  City,*  together  with  the  consideration  of  the  daily  aocanralatii^ 
interest  of  the  debt  to  be  redeemed  thereby,  all  conspire  to  mark  the 
present  as  the  most  advantageous  time  for  selling. 
With  greatPirespect,  I  am.  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Nov'rSd,  1790. 

JHreetedj 

His  Bzcellency,  Thomras  Mifflin,  Esq.  Presd.  in  Oooneil. 


Joseph  Nicholason,  Indian  Interprbteb,  to  Pass.  Himj2v, 

1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Snpreme 
Executive  Council. 

Oentlemen, 

Having  been  at  some  ezpence  in  eonductiog  the  CoraplaBler  and 
his  Companions  to  this  Oity,  and  the  Little  Oash  I  broaght  wicli  m% 
beinff  expended,  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  reqieetdng  thxi  jovr 
Excellenoy  and  the  Honble  Gonncil  woold  be  pleased  to  grant  ae 
the  sum  of  Fifteen  pounds  on  aooount  of  the  said  expenoes,  an 

*  This  probably  allades  to  the  building  formerl  j  on  the  site  of  the  pieiieui 
Uuiyersity  on  9Ui  st.  The  oomer  stone  of  the  PruiduUU  Ame,  was  Iai4 
May  10, 1792 ;  but  was  not  finished 'tlU  1797 ;  wheatt  was  tendered  byO^v^ 
Mifflin  to  Pres.  Adam^  but  declined  by  him.  It  was  then  purchased  by  Um 
University,  and  taken  down ;  aad  the  comer  stone  of  the  UniTOTBity 
laid  July  Slat,  1829.  The  former  building  not  having  been  used  by  tke 
President  of  United  States,  was  occupied  for  several  years  by  the  UaiTsnity 
before  the  erection  of  the  present  buildings  in  1829.  See  Hasard's  F 
of  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  86,  176. 
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aeomiifi/^f  "tiilioh  twSl  MvAfrioml^ir  dijrttiM  in  whiflb  I  nil 

endeftvoar  t0  be^  as  BUMierate  tm  possible. 
i  wm,  wkh  gre«t  Bsqpeet,  OeftUemem, 

I  oar  moirt  obeileitand 
'  veiry  bumble  Clavvant^ 

JOSEPH  NICB0LA8(»}.'^ 
NbvV,  4tb,  1790. 
Indoned^  •  «  '      .    . 

Read  id  Councrl.  November  4th,  1790,  and  agreed  to  an  Order.. 
James  Trimble  for  Charles  Biddle,  Seo'j. 

Directed^  .      -  .  . 

His  Ezoellonoj;  Thomas  tfiffiio,  Esq.,  President  of  Pennsjlrania. 


GoL.  GuBMSNT  BiBDLE  TO  Pbss.  Miftlin — Tents,  1790. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Franks  applied  to  me  for  the  loan  of  four  Tents  out  of  the 
pnblio  Stores  for  the  use  of  the  French  Emigrants  going  to  Scioto^ 
who  set  off  this  morning  as  soon  as  they  can  Obtain  them,  &  he 

{remises  toliave  the  like  number  made  &  returned  in  a  few  Days, 
request  to.  know  if  yonr  Excellency  or  the  Supreme  Executire 
Council  apprdte  of  leting  him  have  them,  and  I  can  direct  them  to 
be  delivered  from  the  Stores. 

Your  mo.  Obed't  &  very  H'ble  Ser., 

:    CLEMENT  BIDDLB, 

Q.  M.  G.  MUitia. 
Npv..6,'90. 
Please  to  let  Mr.  Shneider  bring  me  the  result. 

IndoTBedf 

Read  in  Cottoeil,  NoTemb^r  0th,  179fi^  and  sgveed  to. 

Direetedy 
His  Excellency,  President  Mifflin. 


BAYIP  BiTTSNHOUSE,  TB£AS.^  TO  pBBS.  MlFFLINi  1790. 

Nor.  lOih,  1790.  , 

Sir,  '  ^    * 

lA  the  year  1779,  by. the  direction  of  Council,  I  gave  my  Bon^^ 
as  Treasurer  for  the  State,  to  George  Koss^  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty,  to  indemnify  him  for  paying  a  Sum  of  pri2e  money  in 

«  9ee  CoL  Bee.^  V^l.»  XtL  p.  621. 
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UvUndB;  Mjoi^  i9iH%  fll^te  ob-mkimafiM  Aq  a#«p  Aotivt,  ia 

oonseqaence  of  which  Bond  upwwr<h*of  j^tl^OOO  wM  pkid  mio  tke 
State  Treasury.  The  diatetbHiiMi  Of  wd  'ptilo  voftejr  li«8  aiaot  been 
contested,  as  Gooncil  :am  no  doiiiit  well  i^foroied,  and  my  Bood  is 
now  in  8ai^*  -  {must  reqbaefr  Ihe  Hon'ble  Conncil  to  taJke  aaeh 
meames  k»  nil  #l:lriMte  :iBe%om  this  diffioalty,  in  which  the  State 
only  is  interested.  I  have  been  desired  likewiaa  to  lemiad  the 
Hon'ble  Executive,  that  the  Council  who  have  engaged  to  defend 
the  State  in  this  Business,  h%ve  as  yet  had  no  compensation  for  their 
trouble.  Your  good  offices  in  this  matter  .will  lay  the  greatest  obU* 
gation  on, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSEL 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  in  Council. 


Aa^vursAL  of  Sajuuex*  Dotlb,  1790. 

iTorthumberland  County,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered  that  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  general 
Gaol  Delivery  holden  at  Sunbury  in  and  for  the  County  of  North- 
.umbcrland  on  Friday,  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  Year  d 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  of  the  Coia- 
mon wealth  of  Pennsylvania  the  fifteenth,  before  the  Honorable 
Thomas  M'Kean,  Esquire,  Doct6r  of  Laws,  Chief  Justice,  and  the 
Honorable  G-eorge  Bryan,  £i$quire.  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Coart 
of  the  Oomnmnwelith  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Justices  of  the  said 
Commonwealth  assigned  to  hear,  try  and  determine  all  and  ereiy 
the  Indictments  and  Presentments  made  and  taken  for  or  ooaoeming 
all  Treasons,  Murders,  and  such  other  Crimes  as  are  by  the  Laws  ^ 
the  said  Commonwealth  made  Capital  or  Felonies  of  Death  ^neh 
have  been  or  may  be  done,  committed,  perpetrated  or  ka|qpeocd, 
within  the  said  Commonwealth,  as  also  to  deliver  the  OaoU  of  all 
Persons  which  have  or  may  be  committed  for  the  Crimes  aforesaid, 
by  the  Oath  of  William  Montgomery,  Esquire,  William  Cooke, 
Esquire,  John  Weittel,  Esquire,  Christian  Gettig,  Esquire,  William 
Hepburn,  Esquire,  Robert  Flemiog,  Esquire,  Samuel  Weiaer, 
Esquire,  Peter  Hosterman,  James  Jenkins,  Bernard  Hablej,  John 
TbomhurJ^ 'Anthony  Selio,  Paul  Baldy,  Amariah  Sutton,  Christiaa 
Yentier,  James  Alexander  and  Thomas  Gaskins,  and  Bolenn  afii^ 
nation  of  Joseph  Wallis,  Esquire,  George  Hughes^  Baquire,  and 
Samuel  Wallis,  Esquire,  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  County  afore- 
said, impanelled,  sworn,  affirmed  and  charged  to  enquire  for  the  said 
Commonwealth,  and  the  Body  of  tbe  said  County  of  Norfhiuiib^- 
land,  it  ia  presented  Aftt  Henry  Walker,  Joseph  Walker,  Beojamia 
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Walker  uid  Stmnel  Dojie,  all  Iste  of  tkm  Townikip  ef  hfcfoairngf 
m  thm  Covnfty  of  Northambertand,  YeomeD^  mot  hmng  the  Fear  oi 
Qod  befeie  (bar  %ee,  bat  being  moved  and  seduced  bj  tbe  ]iiBti« 
gation  of  the  Devil,  on  the  twentj-seTeDth  Day  of  Jaoe,  in  Abe  Yeav 
ef  our  Lord  one  tkotisaDd  aevea  bandVed  and  ni^e^^  with  Fonoe  and 
Arittf^  ^.,  at  the  Townehip  aforesaid,  is  the  said  Oouatj,  ia  and 
npoai  a  certain  Indian.  Man,  whose  Name  is  to  the  laqueal  aforeaaid 
Unknown,  ia  the  Peaoe  of  God  and  of  the  OommoDwealth  then  and 
there,  being,  feloniously,  wilfolly,  and  of  their  Malice  aforeftbeqgbt, 
did.  make  an  Assault ;  and  that  the  said  Henry  Walker,  with  a  cer^ 
lain  Tomahawk,  wbich  he,  the  said  Henry  Walker,  then  and  there 
bad  and  held  In  hie  right  Hind,  the  aaid  Indian  Man,  whose  Name 
Is  toahe  Inqneat  naknown,  id  and.  upon  the  bade  Part  of' the  Head, 
of  hiBB,  the  said  Indisn  Man,  felonioaaly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  Maliee 
aforethought,  did  strike^  wonnd  and-  penetralse,  then  and  Iheie  gsriag 
to  the  said  Indisn  Man,  in  and  npdn  the  baek-  Part  of  the  said 
Indian  Man,  with  the  Tomahawk  j^eresaid,  one  mortal  .Wound,  of 
the.  Length  of  thiee  Inohes,  and  of  the  Depth  of  one  Ineh,  of  whieh 
said  Mortal'  Wound  the  said  Indian  Man  thein  and  there  did  die| 
and  that  the  said  Benjamin  Wdker,  Joseph .  Walker  and  Samuel 
Doyle,  then  and  there,  with  Fpree  and  Arms,  &e*,  feionionaly,  wiL- 
fnlly  and  of  their  Malice  aforelhqnght,  were  prea^at,  aiding,  abetliag 
and  assisting  the  said  HMry  Walker,  the  Felony  and  Murder  afore* 
said,  in  Manner  and  Form  aforesaid,  then  and  there  ta  do,  perpe- 
trate and  e^mmit.  And,  so  the  Inquest  aforesaid,  upon  their  Oaths 
and  Affirmations  aforesaid,  do  say  that  the  said  Henry  Walker, 
Joseph  Walker  and  Samuel  Doyle,  him,  the  said  Indian  Man,  whose 
Name  is  to  the  Inquest  aforeaaid  as  yet  unknown,  then  and  there  in 
Manner  and  Form  aforesaid,  felonfously,  wilfully  and  of  their  Malice 
aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder,  against  the  Peace  and  Dignity  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylyapia. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit.,  at  the  same  Delivery  of  the  Gaol  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  of  the  County  aforesaid,  holden  at  Sunbury^  ia 
and  for  the  County  aforesaid,  on  Saturday  the  twelfth  Day  of 
November  aforesaid,  in  the  same  fifteenth  Tear  of  the  Common- 
wealth aforesaid,  cometb  the  said  Samuel  Doyle,  under  the  Custody 
of  Martin  Witbington,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
(in  whose  Custody,  in  the  Gaol  of  the  County  aforesaid,  for  the 
Cause  aforesaid,  be  had  been  committed,  before,,)  bein^  brought  to 
the  Bar  by  the  said  Sheriff^  to  whom  he  is  also  here  committed,  and 
forthwith  being  demanded  of  the  Premises  aforesaid,  above  charged 
upon  him,  how  he  wiJI  acquit  himself  thereof;  he  saith  that  he  is 
not  guilty  thereof;  hud  thereof  for  good  and  evil  he  puts  himself 
upon  the  Country— and  William  Bradford,  Esquire,  Attorney- 
general  for  the  said  Commonwealth,  who  prosecutes  for  the  said 
Commonwealth,  in  this  BeJ^alf,  doth  the  like^  Therefore,  let  a  Jury 
of  the  Country  immediately  come  before  the  Justices  of  the  CpmmoA- 
wsalth  aforesaid,  by  whom  the  Tmth  of  the  Maitter  may  be  better 
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kaevD,  wbA  wbo  luKTt  no  aibity  to  tb  said  Sanmel  Doyle,  to  ] 
BiMy  upoB  Ihair  Oatb  and  Aflurmadon,  whether  ilie  suk  & 
Doyle  be  guilty  vi  the  Ptemiaefl  in  tlie  Indiotment*  nbof?e  speeifiedy 
«r  not  giiSy. 
And  the  Jnron  of  the  aaid  Jury  by  the  eaid  SherUf  for  tlus  Pttr- 

CB  inpanfilled  and  zetarned,  to  viL,  John  Boeely,  Jacob  Diiaa- 
h,  Jaoob  Gomberling,   Henry  Driesbaoh,  George  Doogherty, 
Jamea  M^Mahon,  Robert  Fnilt,  Daniel  Montgomery^  Hngh  WfaifeCi 

Be^lamm  Patterson,  Qeorge  Obennire  and  Betory  Shoemakar, • 

being  ealled|  eame ;  who  being  dniy  elected,  tried,  sworn  and 
affirmed  to  apeak  the  Troth  of  the  Premiaea  upon  ^loir  Oaitli  and 
Affirmation,  reapeotively  do  aay,  that  tho  aaid  Bamud  Doyle  is  not 
guilty  of  the  Felony  and  Mnrder  whereof  he  atanda  iodioted,  ud 
that  he  did  not  fly  for  the  aame.  Whereupon,  all  and  singnlary  the 
Preniaea  aloreaaui  being  aeen,  and  by  the  Court  here  follj  under- 
atood.  It  la  oonaidesad  by  the  Gourt  tlutt  the  aaid  Samuel  Dkiyle  he 
bound  by  Beoognizanoe  to  the  said  Oemmonwealth  in  the  Sum  of 
two  hundred  Pounda,  lawAiI  Money  of  the  aaid  Gommonwealth,  with 
two  Sureties  in  the  Suln  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  like  Mmwy  afiwa* 
aaid  each,  oonditioned .  for  the  good  BebaTiour  of  the  aaid  Sasaaal 
Doyle,  and  that  .he.be  of  the  Pease,  &o.,  until  the  next  Oovt  ef 
Oyer  and  Termiuer  for  the  Ck)UBty  afad,  and  that  he  stand  Oom* 
mitted  until  the  Ooato  of  thia  Proseootion  be  pakL* 
A  true  Tmnseript  of  the  BeoonL 

J.  EWINO,  CTk  Cur. 


ClBCUllAItS  ABDRESSXD  T6  YABIOUB  OFFIO£BS,  1790. 

Sir, 

Council  wish  to  know  the  present  State  of  your  department,  & 
request  joa  to  inform  them  if  any  Ob8tra6tioti8  or  Inconrcnienees 
ocour^  and  whether  any  improvements  may  be  made  thereon. 

Sir, 

Council  are  anxious  to  know  the  progress  you  have  made  in  pre- 
paring for,  Settlement  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United 
States. 

Xhey  request  you  to  inform,  them  if  any  Obstruction  or  Inooavo- 
nience  occur,  and  whether  any  Improvements  joa  coneeiTe  can  be 
made  in  your  Department.f 

♦  Bee  pages  709,  714,  719, 720,— also  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XVT.,  pp.  897,  398, 
417,  42*2,  487,  440,  442,  468,  484. 
t  0M  ^oL  Aee.,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  617. 
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John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Mipflin — New  Loan 
Cbrtipicatbs,  1790. 

Sir, 

For  the  eatisfaotion  of  the  good  people  of  Penn'a,  I  am  desirons 
that  they  should  be  informed  that  the  A^ccounts  of  the  important 
and  almost  unlimited  trust  reposed  in  me  of  Granting  New  Loan 
Certificatea  hath  been  settled;  to  this  end,  as  well  as  on  mj  own 
Account,  I  pray  that  your  Honorable  Board  would  direct  the  report 
which  hath  been  rec'd  by  you  from  your  Committee  on  that  subject 
to  be  published. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  fizoellenoy'a 

Most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Nov.  16th,  1790. 

Indortedy 
Read  in  OMneil  November  16tfa,  1790. 

Directedj 

His  Exceiry,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esquire,  President  in  Council. 


N.  Faux)nsr — HsAiyrH  Orncsa's  Report,  1790. 

November  16tb.  1790. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  the  18  instance^  I  give  the  preeeni 
State  of  my  Department  From  the  29  of  September  1789  to  the  29 
of  September  1790  there  has  been  Entered  with  me  one  Thousand 
Six  hundred  and  £igbty  Nine  passengers  @  1  s.  ^  head  £63  6  9 
Visited  20  Vessells  as  Health  offiecr  @  20  s.  20  0 

£8869 
as  Council  has  Requested  that  I  Should  point  out  the  inconveniencies 
attending  the  Department,  as  the  Law  now  Stands  I  have  no  Right 
to  go  aboard  aney  vessell  untill  I  am  Called  on,  the  Law  Seems  Con- 
fined to  passenger  vessells  alone  and  to  the  Number  Forty  or  From 
Some  Sickley  port  lut  the  Law  Dont  Define  Those  ports  an  infectious 
Disorder  may  be  Brought  in  by  a  Ships  Crew  or  a  few  paasengeri 
aboard  as  well  as  in  a  passenger  Ship,  whe  have  had  Sevml  instances 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XVI.,  p.  617. 
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of  this  the  Sumer  past,  Shipa  from  anoy  port  Id  the  Stndto  maj 
Come  up  to  the  City  without  Stopiog  below;  a  qoaraotine  Law  ia 
mnch  wanted  for  this  port,  all  which  I  Sabmitt  to  OouDcil. 
I  am  with  Oreat  Respeot 

Sir,  your  most  Hbl.  Servant, 

NATH.  FALCONER 
Directedf 

His  £x«lency  Thorns  Mii9iQ,  Esqaier,  Preaiddnt  of  the  State  of 
Pensilvania  in  Council. 
Indorsed, 
Read  in  Council  NoTomber  16th,  1790. 


Auctioneer's  Beport,  1790. 

To  the  honorable  executive  council  of  Pauipylv4iUft. 

Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your  addre^t  of  th^  18tb,  Inet  permit  me  to  inforai 
you,  that  the  duties  arising  on  my  sales  at  auction  from  the  first  of 
April  last  to  first  of  Julv,  amounted  to  only  thirty  eight  pounds  9s. 
lid,  to  the  first  of  October  twenty  pounds  9^.  Sio?.,  and  to  the  pro- 
sent  date  Seventeen  pounds  10s. 

Tho  inconvenience  of  holding  sales  in  the  suburbs  of  the  Gij  uw 
so  great  that  no  exertion  can  surmount  them. — This  I  piesome  will 
very  clearly  appear  by  reflecting  for  a  moment  on  the  situatioii  of  the 
Northern  Liberties,  in  which  there  are  neither  goods  nor  porchasets. 

The  only  improvement  I  conceive  that  can  be  made  ia  the  bamcesy 
will  be,  to  permit  the  respective  auctioneers  to  hold  sales  in  whatever 
place  will  he  moat  advantageous  to  themselves  and  the  revenoe — ^If 
this  is  done  I  am  very  Confident  that  the  Citisens  will  be 
aeoomodatfdand  the  revenue  much  more  prodoetive. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obd't  Servant^ 

WM.  SHANNON. 
Nodrthem  Liberties,  Nov.  16th,  1790. 


Hbfort  09  MASTiia  Of  Roij<8,  1790. 

The  HafiUe  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Phikd'a,  16th  November  1790. 
Qenilemen, 

Toor  favour  of  13th  Ia8t.>  I  received  yesterday.  Noon ;  in  emwcr 
thereto,  1  have  to  inform  your  honors,  that  the  Constitatioe  and 
Laws  are  all  InroUed ;  the  patents  are  in  the.  like  forwardnen,  %md 
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I  miiBt  beg  leave  to  acquaint  joq,  that  mnoe  I  have  had  the  henor  of 
beiDg  Master  of  the  RollS|  I  have  onlfotaaiiy  kept  ib|'  offiee  open  on 
the  afternoon  of  Saturdaj,  in  order  to  aocomodate  Ooontrj  People, 
who  had.  tbeir  Patente  signed  &  sealed  on  the  forenoon  of  that 
day, 

Sinee  the  Establishment  of  my  department,  il  has  been  a  rale  to 
haye  Deeds  ft  Mortgages  Recorded  in  fonr  weeks  after  their  reeeipl^ 
this  I  have  strictly  adhered  to,  the  latter  are  oompleat  as  far  as  the 
12th  Instant,  bot  owing  to  one  of  my  Clerks  being  confined  by 
nckness,  the  Deeds  are  not  forward  enongh  by  a  ferw  daysw  Respect 
ing  Deeds  and  Mortgages,  it  may  be  neoesflary  to  inform  your 
liono^,  that  they  can't  be  delivered  sooner  than  th^  heretofore 
accustomed  time,  becanse  they  do  net  come  into  the  office  in  ragnhMr 
procession;  perhaps  in  three-  or  four  days  a  great  many  may  come 
in,  and  perhaps  in  as  many  we^ks,  but  few;  but  let  that  be 
as  it  may,  no  inconvenience  ariidS)  becanse  they  are  recorded  in 
rotation,  they  are  all  entered  in  the  Book  of  entries  on  the  day  they 
are  received,  and  the  record  and  certiflccte  bear  that  day's  date. 

I  unst  also  beg  leave  to  inform,  thmt  since  my  appotetment  I  hmm 
made  an  Improvement  in  the  office  not  heretofore  thoogfatof ;  the 
former  Indexes  were  Alphhbetically  kept  in  the  Name  ^  Onnitovs 
^only,  by  which  a  Title  could  not  have  been  traced,  for  the  remedy 
whereof,  I  have  made  out  two  General  Indexes  of  all  the  Books  in 
the  office^  one  in  Alphabetical  order,  begining  with  the  Name  of  the 
-Onmtom,  the  ether  in  the  same  order,  begining  with  the  name  of  the 
Grantees,  and  also  a  Patent  Index ;  it  has  been  an  affdnons  Work'; 
and  tf  your  honors  chdse^  I  should  be  glad  to  lay  thorn  before 
yon. 

At  present  there  anre  ne  obatructions  that  impede  the  ezeeutkm  pf 
the  business  of  my  offiee,  and  the  only  one  that  I  know  of  nn^ 
occur  under  the  New  OonetilMion,  ie  respecting  the  aeknowledge- 
menl  ef  Deeds  by  the  present  Law>  the  Judgea  of  the  Bopreme 
Court,  (nho  from  tbeir  frequent  avoeatioas  ft  multiplicity  of  boainees 
can  do  little  in  that  way,)  and  the  Judges  of  the  Pleas,  are  the  only 
persons  who  are  authorised  to  take  acknowledgments  by  the  New 
Constitution — the  Judges  of  the  Pleas  will  be  few  in  Number ;  and 
frequently  the  whole  of  them  on  the  Bench,  therefore  I  apprehend  the 
Citizens  will  find  an  inconvenience  theiein,  and -that  it  will -be  necessary 
for  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  give  a  special  com- 
mission to  some  other  persons  to  execute  that  necessary  business. 
I  ami  Gentlemen,  .your  honors, 

most  obd't  humble  Servant, 
Indorsed,  .  MATH'W  IRWIN. 

Received  and  rood  io  Council,  Nov'r  16th,  1790,  (Copied)  in 
answer  to  tlouncirs  Circular  Letter  of  Nofv.  15th,  1790. 

His  Ereellenoy,  Thomas  Mifflin,  Eeq.,  Pseiident  of  the  Sufieme 
Executive  Council. 

82* 
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Rbpokt  of  RKCaarxK  GtNBftAti  1790. 

PhU»d%Nov.  17th,  1790. 
Sir, 

In  aoflwer  to  jcvet  S^oratwry's  letter  of  the  13tb  Inet,  vbcraw  he 
jnentioDs  that  Council  wish  to  know  tho  State  ol  the  Beoeiver 
General't  Departmeoty  and  if  any  obstructions  or  iQcoiiveosflDey 
oeonr,  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  that  from  my  first  enteriog  npoo  the 
dtttiee  of  that  Departaent,  I  have  steadily  parsaed  the  lime  maiked 
OQt  by  the  former  Keceiver  Oeoeral  in  keepieg  the  Booke  er  re- 
cords and  filing  all  neoessaiiy  vooohers  or  papers  relating  to  the 
hasiness  of  the  office,  which  naede  hag  appeared  so  eligihle  that 
•where  eivonmBtaQoee  did  net  oppose  , a  atriet  adherenee  to  4^  I  hate 
aeldoaii  if  ever  devtaled  from  it*  .• 

Indeed  the  Business  of  this  Department  has  aeonmalated  eo  muA 
ainee  the  AeTolntioni  the  prioes  of  landa  have  been  so  diffienat  ia 
the  Old  and  New  porobasea,  and  the  Speeiea  of  Pnblio  seeoritiee  and 
'Bonies  leeeivable  for  Lands  so  TariooSi  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
establish  setta  of  Beoorda  in  order  to  keep:  the  trannanliona  of  the 
BepattaeAt  mor6  diBttaeti  and  clear  than  a  single  eett  of  Beohi 
won'd  enable  me  to  do,  nnd  in  order  also  to  &eititate  the  Bminesi^ 
thro'  the  office  of  so  many  itpf^oants  as  daily  |veaent  thenualeea. 

There  is  one  Inoonvenienoe  which  I  b^  leave  to  mention,  and  it 
is  truly  one  which  the  people  have  bnt  too  mnoh  reason  to  eomplaia 
of,  it  is  thin: 

When  a  person  applies  to  my  offiee  iD  aettle  and  pay  a  land  nocennf 
in  order  for  confirmation  by  Patent,  it  frequently  happens  thai  aaaiaUtf 
quantity  of  Land  k  eootaiiied  in  the  elurv^  thaa  expresaed  in  and 
paid  for  at  the  issmng  of  the  WaRant^  by  means  whereof  a  balaBoe 
remains  due  on  my  I^ks  to  the  party^  which  they  ooneeive  aheoU 
-  he  aUow'd  to  them  in  the  payment  oi  other  Lwidi  or  that  n  i 
Wanant  shoti'd  issne  for  the  aaaonnt 

I  have  the  honor  te  be,  yonr 

EzeeUenoy's  most  obd't  Servt| 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 

His  Ezcellency,  Thomas  MifiUn^  Eaqnire. 


NOTKS  OF  COMMISSIONUS  JTOR  TrCWTNa  RlVXRS,  1790. 

Northumberland,  17th  Hay,  1790.^ 
Sir, 

The  Oommissioners  appointed  to.View  the  Westers  Waten,  left 
Philadelphia  the  6th  Inst.,  and  met  Mr.  Maclay  at  Lebaneii  oq 
Snndsy  mombg;  he  had  been  there  near«  week,  acoording  to  the  fiat 

♦  Indorsed  17th  Noveinber. 
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'  ftppoiDtment,  which  oonid  not  be  kept  by  nt  from  the  oity.  The 
same  day  we  proceeded  tp  Wew  gett^rtUy  the.  ground  near  Kntcbera 
Dam ;  adjusted  om  level,  &o.^  and .  an  Monday  Morning  began  to 
level.  In  order  to  seoura  the  noies  of  what  we  have  done,  I  beg 
leave  to  addrcsd  theip  to  your  car^,  as.  the  beat  ^seans  of  safety ;  yet 
not  for  the  Obaooil  as  official  ,paper%  aa  they  may  require  adjaatmenty 
which  it  would  delay  time  to  make  at  preseat. 

To  obtain  the  facts  necessary  to  determiue  fbe  <{uantity  of  water 
which  issues  from  the  place  of  begianiqg,  we  neasured  the  Waste- 
Gate  at  Kutcher's  Dam  ;  and  found  it  3  feet  %  inches  wide,  and  the 
mill  b^ing  not  at  work;  the  water  flowed  over  it  of  that  width,  ten 
inc/kes  deep:  there  waa  an  apperture  opposite  the  millwheel  of 
about  the  same  width,  and,. as  nearly  I  cpuld.  judg9,  of  about  two 
inches  in  depth,  thro'  which  the  water  issued  atinear  three  feet  below 
the  surface.  From  the  face  of  the  water  in  the  Dam  the  levelling 
is  aa  follows  :  (The  Back  Staff  standiog  on  the  face  of  the  water  in 
the  MiU^am.JI 

No.  Foresight.  Baoksighi. 

1.  870  742 

2.  7^.    .        949  Krom  this  point  we  made  an  oAett  to  the  bot- 

tom of  the  old  water  course^  Foresight  840, 
backsight,  177. 
8.     S42  998  To  Lebanon  Market  street,  at  the  mill  and  on 

the  face  of  the  bridges ;  and  from  the  face 
of  the  bridge  to  the  water.  195. 

980 
'947 

745  On  a  flat  meadow  and  near  the  creek.' 

670      : 

759  (The  ground  uniformly  favourable  down  to 
.No.  24,  with  very  little  variatiouor  appear- 
ance of  stone^  4nd  thef  descenl  nearly 
uniform. 

740 

789 

527  To  the  bridge  at  John  Stover's  Hill. 

988 

606  . 

654  Adam  Stover's  Mill,  and  this  sight  on  the  dam, 
the  wind  blowing  down  StrcMi. 

803  To  the  Narrows. 

924 

487  • 

814  Head  of  Ohristo;  Long's  hemp-mill  dam. 

'824  • 

587  Ohris.  Long's  Lane. 
905 


4. 

812 

6- 

619 

6. 

434 

7. 

445 

8. 

647 

9. 

467 

10. 

686 

11. 

580 

12. 

844 

18. 

116 

14. 

658 

15. 

798 

16. 

809 

IT. 

t60 

18.' 

719 

19. 

860 

20. 

789 

21. 

498 
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22.    882  606 

28.    755  906  Head  of  Henry  Souder's  Mill. 

24.  299  982  Water's  edge  when  there  are  roeb  on  the  S. 

side,  &  increase  of  water  bj  aprmga. 

25.  755  798  Read  of  Welms'a  Dam,  more  springs. 

26.  417  857  Where  a  Mill  forinerlj  stood. 

27.  686  784  Head  of  Abraham  Rogers'  Dam. 

28.  870  1006 

29.  689  984  Head  of  Abraham  Best's  dam:   where  we 

— = —       finished  our  first  day's  work,  nsring  been 

15286  28283       on  foot  near  18  hours,  and  the  weather 

15286       intensely  hot;  Thermometer  at  80^  at  nz 

o'clock  in  the  etening,  in  the  shade. 

Pall    79.97 

Note — That  Riat'a  dam  ia  sometimefl  called  Ireley'a 


Tnead*;,  May  11. 

No. 

No. 

80. 

148 

926 

9461 

12429 

81. 

888 

666 

49. 

540 

526 

82. 

201 

830 

60. 

808 

1004 

88. 

867 

947 

61. 

284 

196 

84. 

45»  : 

661 

62. 

698 

935 

85. 

441 

«1« 

58. 

161 

505 

86. 

711 

508 

54. 

586  • 

.  «71 

87. 

615 

880 

56. 

510 

842 

88 

118 

640 

?9; 

610 

450 

12927 

17108 

40. 

974 

761 

15236 

23233 

41 

88 

894 

42. 

00 

•  961 

9U 

28163 

40841 

48. 

847 

760J 

28163 

44 

865 

710 
468 

45! 

826 

121.78 

46. 

800 

811 

47. 

685 

741 

48. 

857 

621 

»441 

12489 

■ 

Amount  of  the  Falls  in  Quitipahilla,  in  feet  tod  handved  . 
from  the  bee  of  the  water  on  Knoher's  Mill  dam  to  a  BatcimwMd 
Tree  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek^  the  foresight  standing  on  Ctebee  of 
the  water  near  the  tree.    The  whole  disttfn^  being  15  miloa  and  es 
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penbM  ftoa  tW  lower  end  of  Kneker's  dam.    The  4«lii  b  90 
perehea  long»=(15  Biiles  152  pa.) 

(For  ike  dielaiiee  relative  lo  the  nambersi  where  it  is  material; 
see  Mr.  Maolay'a  aotes  of  finrvey,  whioh  ie  iotended  to  be  eoeloBed 
if  thej  are  sent  to  me  in  tiiae:  otherwiee  to  be  leat  fron  Giaoami^ 

JkODiQg. 

McKee'ehal£.faUe,^Foj^^^^^^ 

.  faUi,  2.87 

Hh^  niaiii  diffieolty  kere^  lies  in  the  upward  passage,  whiob  is  on 
the  West  side  of  the  BiTor,  where  the  rocks  io  the  upper  rift,  roup 
fs#  into  the  riye^  and  tke  ettrrent  exoessi?a  M  thepoint  of  tl|e  rook. 
The  dktnoe  from  the  ekoito,  reodeie  the  towiog  of  the  boat  very 
laboriotis;  as  we*  saw,  not  oidj  by  onr  own  boat,  but  also  in  the  ease 
ef  amoiher  hoslv  wkese  tewing  rope  gave  way  a«i  Iptb  her  to  the 
ohanoe  of  the  oat vsnl.  At  preeeaA»  there  is  danger  to  beats  pasaiAg 
by  this  rook  upwards,  from  the  fbroe  of  tke  earrent  taking  the  bow 
and  fordng  the  side  against  the  r0ek»  se  as  to  orosh  the  boal^.  A 
pasaage  may  be  eat  thro'  this  reek  olose  to  the  shore  at  a  moderate 
expenee,  whieh  will  render  tha  passage  eoinparatifely  easy  and 
enliyely  safe.  The  passage  thro'  the  lower  rift  may  be  also  opened 
eloie  to  the  shere,  and  for  like  reason  ought  to  be  done. 

About  50  perches  below  Mier's  :Mill,  the  oi^ek  is  four  perches 
wide,  and  there  being  a  shoal  piece  at  that  distance,  we  measured  the 
depth  of  water.  It  was  14  inches  for  about  80  feet  in  width,  and 
the  remaining: distanoe  maybe  estimated  at  half  that  depth,  the 
current  appearing  to  be  nearly  that  of  the  creek  generally — greater 
rather  than  less. 

The  ground  is  generally  very  fevorable  to  the  design  of  a  canal, 
ft  the  di^dg  mere  common  earth,  with  few  exceptions  of  lime- 
stone, rocks,  and  perhaps  some  little  increase  of  ezpenoe  from  slatey 
ground ;  but  my  present  sentiment  is,  that  there  will  not  be  much 
more  stone  raised  than  will  be  required  in  the  work. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Quiiipahilla,  we  intended 
to  have  eoniinned  our  amrvey,  and  levelling  down  the  Swatara  to  the 
month)  but*  to  oar  surprise,  we  eonld  not  procure  the  necessacy 
assistance,  (the  people  in  the  neighborhood  generally,  so  far  as  we 
conversed  with  them,  being  much  opposed  to  the  design  without 
losing  too  much  time*in  sea]:ph  of  people  of  more  good  sense.  The 
danger  of  the  water  falling,  at  the  head  of  the  Susquehanna, 
determined  us  to  proceed  without  delay,  and  to  leave  the  Swatara  for 
further  ezamioation  at  our  return.  We  accordingly  embarked  in 
our  boat  at  the  Qoitipahilla  and  went  down  the  Swatara,  which  we 
,  found  to  be  a  very  fine  stream  of  water,  with  much  less  fall  than  we 
had  been  led  to  expect  (if  we  judged  richtly  from  so  trancient  a 
view  of  it  as  could  be  had  while  we  passed  down  it.) 
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We  found  it  nMeoury  lo  stop  ait  MMdletoim,  «id  agrin  at 
Harrisbargh,  to  procure  serenl  artioW  of  ptovkioB,  Ae.,  which 
cletaiDOcI  in  'till  FVidaj  morning,  WbeA  we  set  oat  for  flkuilNifyy  and 
aft  one  o'olook  paeeed  Bergamon's  Rip|^.  Tlie  water  here  la  Taty 
Tapid,  and  the  pasHige  on  the  Woat  aide  of  the  VA^r^  wbare  t^ic 
ia  a  high  slatey  rock,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  break  awaj,  ao  aa 
to  admit  a  path-waj  for  Dragging  l>oat8  npwarda  bj  ropea  the 
labour  of  setting  up  being  ezoeasive^  and  ¥ery  disoonraging  to  boat- 


At  Oirty's  half-falls— the  Ml  of  water  in  40  perehea  dktaBea  is 
1.22.  Here  a  passage  upwards  maj  be  greatly  ifavoured  bj  a  path- 
■way  over  «he  tocks^^aOd'the  passage  on^  to  be  <^ned  to  almt  3 
vods  in  width. 

At  Berry's  FaUa^A  large  rook  en  the  West  side^  (at  the  end  of 
the  mountain,}  eitending  far  kite  the  riVM^  oestaioQa  graa*  diSoalty 
in  passing  npward,  boats  being  obHged  to  goev  tba  ontaida  of  iL 
Between  this  roek  and  the  cAore,  there  are  two  otlMr  brga  sacks, 
and  between  thsse  two  are-  a  numl^  of  large  stones,  which  oaght  to 
be  removed,  and  a  piece  broken  off  fbom  the  end  of  esoii  of  iIm  two 
last  mentioned  rocks,  so  as  to  make  a  clear  paasage  of  18  or  12  iMt 
wide;  but  not  mteh^  exeeeding  this  width,  And  the  gravel  ahoic 
removed  so  that  n  thnes  of  low  water,  Iniats  may  go  «p  thia  prs- 
posed  pssssge.  Below  this  proposed  pasMM  there  ia  a  Mwddy 
gravel  bank  whioh  the  onrrentwill  probably  sweep  awaj  alauiss 
immediately  after  the  passage :  but  if  this  shonld  not  happrna,  it 
may  be  removed  at  a  small  ekpenee,  and  as- it  is  evideatlj  aollauiad 
by  the  eddy^water,  there  appears  no  danger  of  ita  oottaaung  ayni 
This  is  the  most  laborons  passage  of  any  mi  the  lirsr,  abovs  tbc 
month  of  Juniata  at  this  fall,  Foresight  S20,  Baekaigbi  687,  ftlls 
8.67— distance  1.50  perches. 

Palls  2.40 

As  these  notes  will  be  of  no  immediate  nae,  I  have  detanaiMd  to 
IcAve  them  with  OoL  Wilson,  who  will  take  them  down  to  tha  ailf 
with  him. 

T.  M. 
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Bjueto^T  OF  SovTmri^AK  AvcnwvM,  1790.   ...  • 

^0  his  SSxcoUfiUoj  the  Preffldent  and  Hon'ble  S^iprf  me  Ezeealixn 

CouneiL 
fientleflHiil, 

Goaaial  being  detirone  io  know  the  preeeat  etete  of  Ihe  Sooth werk 
AnetiOD,  The  ^Addlioneer  for  thet  distriet  begs  beiro  to  *  intea 
tbenii  ihed  ihe  dntaes  aiiaing.  on'  the  tales  of  JE«od»  at  that  avetioa^ 
from  tbe  first  oC  Afni  last  (the  time  the  1  ^  (^t  d«tj  commfcneeA) 
to  the  fint  Ikalsttt,  a  period  of  seTen  moDtha^  anMiflte  ^£61 18  Ik 
That  ihe  dades  k«t  year  dnrng  Abat  period^  at  2  ^  eeat^  amoaated 
to  £107  IB  d.  .  Aad  agreeable  Id  their  request  with  deferoMe  anb- 
mits  the  following :  .     ^  ,*    , 

'  That  it.  ia  his  epiaien,  the  VeiidiBB  Laws  revtrieting  the  se^ral 
Aootioaeer^  .ta  their  napeettte : districts,  baa  a  tafedanej  toiajase 
the  lareaae^^forf  were  the  vendue  masters  at  tibert^ite  hM  their 
sales,  ia  eask.  otfaats  distrieta,  stioager  aad  gtaater  exertions  could 
aad  in  all  piobahiMty  would  be  nwie  byi  them,  aad  theae  are  also 
-ethel?  induosaiaots,  by  whieh  meaaa  DMve  goods,  might  be  pseeafad 
for  pnUm.sab,  wasr  that  reslnotioQ  taken  eff-^aad  hese  he  wocdd 
remark^. thai  the  daty  the  Slate  has  diarvn  Ifrom  this  dietawty  aa 
goods  sold  at.pttbU4  sale,  dnriag  the. time- of  has  apoinAmMii,  far 
pecaoDs  reaiding  thevaini  is  so  trifling  that  it  does  aoi  amonnt  to  Ten 
Ponada— i^fae  goods  be  sold  ware  brooght  from  ihe  City  to  pemoaa 
who  prinelpaUy  reaide  thesein^  and  were  earned  baek.  agaua  to 
ihe  City.  i 

.  Was  thts.ohstiaqtien  in  the  Law  whioh  eonfuses  the  respeetive 
auetioaeen  to  their  idistsiots  semoved,  it  woald-be  nmeh  Jmoretaonfe- 
nient  and  salsslfeoiOBy  to  the  generality  of  the  tradeas,  asd  he  Is  ?effy 
ednfideat.  might  he< made  to  tend  greatly  to  the  inoiease  of  the 
fOTeimi*  '      i 

\  With:  great  respeoty  G^entlamen, 

your  very  obed^t  h'Ue  serv't, 
.  ,  ADM-flUHLKY,» 

Sonthwatk  Auetioo  Btore»  18th  Novem'r,  1790. 


RipoBT  or  Fldub  IwaPEoroB, ;  1790. 

Phikdelphia,  18th  Nov't,  1790. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  your  letter  dated  in  Council  on  the  thirteenth 
Instant. 

The  duties  of  Inspector  of  Flour,  whioh  office  I  have  the  honor  to 
hold,  are  performed  by  myself  and  two  deputy's  or  assistantSi  to 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XVI.,  pp.  617. 
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whom  I  pay  oertain  Yearly  ealarieSy  for  wbioh  they  atipolato  to 
devote  the  whole  of  their  time  eeefa  day,  from  Btm  nmng  'till  it  goei 
down,  and  to  attend  in  every  part  of  the  Port  to  which  they  may  be 
telled,  and  in  all  weather  proper  lor  Flour  to  be  exposed  in,  whieh 
Beenres  to  the  parties  oonoeroed  in  the  Sale  and  export «  eertainty 
being  accomodated.  The  present  depaties  are,  Jacob  Plaakinkoni 
and  Chriatopher '  Irick,  both  of  whom  are  known  to  be  iDdmirioas, 
■ober,  henee^  &  attentive  to  their  baainess ;  and  I  believe  iiolUii| 
ji  haiarded  in  saying  that  their  Condnot  is  general^  ap|wp»e<;  I 
irtteml  and  assiit  them  alternately,  aa  the  ^\  for  di^mfteh  iMy 
reqnife,  and  to  observe  and  direct,  that  the  Stendaid  of  memfaaatebk 
quality  of  eaob,  be  as  nearly  similar  as  poesible,  we  also  oeaMkmally 
ekandtte  the  same  Fionr  together^  lor  the  purpose  of  eatabliahiog  a 
similarity  of  Judgment. 

The  principles  by  which  I  have  endeavored  to  regnkia  ny  eon- 
doot  In  oAee,  and  whieh  I  frequently  oommunioale  and  explain  !• 
my  deputy's,  arcy  by  no  means  to  injure  or  nnneoeessarily  deppscials 
the  charaeler  or  value  of  any  person's  Flour,- bnt  endeavor  at  aU 
times  to  Judge  with  thee  utmost  impartiality,  and  ezeeate  with  firaa* 
^neas  all  that  the  Law  enJMas  the  officer  to  do,  feariaas  of  the  disap- 
probation or  censure  of  interested  individimls,  who  eaa  aa  any  tisM 
obtain  redress  of  real  injories,  by  resorting  to  the  appeal  fireai  the 
Inspecter'a  Judgment,'  whieh  the  Iaw  has  wisely  provided. 

The  practice  on  euoh  prmeipbs,  is  an  attentive  and  ragnlar  iaspeo- 
tion  which  I  flattisr  myself  very  generally  takes  plaee,  Mid  praoars 
tb  cur  Flour  a  preference  in  foreign  markets ;  of  which  I  belissa 
satisfactory  proofs  could  be  produced.  The  Prices  of  Floior  §ar 
some  time  past  have  been  46s.  .^  barrel  for  super  fine,  asid  tta.  for 
Oommon,  yet  it*  cornea  90  Market  but  in  small  qaaitti^^  the 
demand  being  fully  equal  to  the  supply,  notwithatandiBg  tbeee  kas 
been  no  late  ezportatien  to  fiurope,  the  shipmeniB  being  aeotly  far 
the  West  Indies,  and  some  to  different  Ports  of  the  United  SMea 

The  existing  Laws  whieh  relate  to  the  inspection  of  Floor,  aie  an 
act  passed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1781,  and  three  supplemenla,  uder 
date  of  28th  Dec'r,  1781,  15th  of  SeptemVr,  1784,  and  12th  of 
September,  1789;  my  expertenoe  does  not  suggest  any  asatarial 
deficiencies  in  them,  nor  have  I  felt  or  perceived,  any  want  of  aeeea- 
sary  powers  to  the  officers  for  their  doe  execution ;  it  would  oertai&ly 
be  much  more  convenient,  if  the  whole  were  comprised  in  one  Law; 
should  a  revision  for  that  parpoae  take  plaooi  perhaps  some  snail 
amendments  may  appear  to  bo  necessary  and  proper. 

The  legislature  of  the  United  States,  during  their  last  Seasiofi 
passed  a  short  Law,  directing  tbeir  Collectors  and  naval  officers,  to 
pay  due  regard  to  the  Inapeetton  Laws  of  the  respective  States. 

Should  it  appear  that  1  have  not  fully  comprehended  the  with  of 
the  Honorable  Council^  ns  expressed   in   tho  letter  I  have  been 
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favored  with,  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  signify  their  further  pleasare 
therein,  I  will  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  attend  to  their  Gommanda 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  &  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  READ. 
Directed, 

Charles  Biddle^  EsquirO;  Secretary  to  the  Honorable  Bxeeativ9 
Council. 


Report  op  Skceetart  of  Land  Owice,  17M. 

PhiliTd'a,  19th  November,  1790.    . 

Pursuant  to  direction  by  Letter  from  your  Secretary  dated  ISth 
November,  Inst&nt,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  that  untill  the 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  I  knew  of  no  Obstructions  or 
Inconveniences  in  my  Department,  but  £  forsee  that  in  a  short  time 
it  will  be  neeessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide  Relief  in  thcf 
Cases  following  and  perhaps  more  which  at  present  does  not  strike 
my  attention,  vis*. 

The  form  of  the  Patent  is  by  the  Law  establishing  a  Land  Ofioer 
to  begin  thus,  ^'  The  Supreme  Ezeontive  Council  of  the  Common* 
''  wealth  of  Pennsylvania,"  instead  whereof  it  may  be  more  proper 
to  be^in  thus  '*  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsy Iv'a,  &c*. 

By  the  present  Laws  the  president  in  Council  or  in  his  absence 
the  Vice  Presid't  is  to  sign  all  patents  k  Warranto  for  Lda.  bul 
when  there  ia  no  Council,  Pfesident  nor  Vice  presideBi  whibh  will 
be  the  Case  when  the  new  Constitution  shall  be  in  full  operation 
the  Oovemor  may  be  vested  with  fiiU  Powers  in  these  respects. 

The  present  Laws  make  it  necessary  in  Order  to  constitute  a 
Board  of  property  that  a  Member  of  the  Supreme  ExeeuUve  Council 
shall  be  one  which  cannot  be  when  no  such  Council  exists  therefore 
perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  repeal  such  parts  of  any  Laws  whereby 
the  Vice  president  or  member  of  Copnoil  are  essential  and  to  vest 
the  powers  of  holding  a  Board  in  the  Gorernor  with  the  Land  officers. 

If  any  other  matters  shall  appeal*  worthy  of  alteration  before  the 
Dissolution  of  yodr  Board;  I  shall  beg  leaVe  to  represent  the  same 
at  Eome  future  time,  and  am      . 

yr.  most  obed.  h^ble  Serv't, 

DAVID  KENNEDY. 
DirtcUd, 

His  Excellency  Thomaa  Miffiin,  Eaq.,  Presldenl  in  Ooin^iL 
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Report  or  Surysyor  Qeneral^  1799. 

Surveyor  Genl's  Office,  Nov.  19th,  1790. 
Sir, 

la  compltaDoe  with  the  wish  of  the  Honorahle  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  I  have  cousidered  if  any  obstructions  had  occared, 
to  impede  the  business  transacted  in  this  office,  hut  oumot  recoiled 
any. 

Inconveniences  and  high  disputes  have  been  mentioned  by  some 
of  the  Deputy  Surveyors,  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  &  othen, 
owing  as  it  is  alledged,  to  a  misconstruction  of  the  Laws  establishing 
fees  there  &  elsewhere* 

I  here  beg  leave  to  observe  that  in  the  last  Law  no  aention  is 
made  of  acceptance  Fees,  these  were  formerly  received  by  [the 
Surveyor  General,  and  I  conceive  they  might,  with  propriety,  biiTe 
been  embraced  in  the  same  system  of  revenue. 

The  clause  which  relates  to  the  fees  to  be  taken  in  thb  offioe, 
upon  returns  to  be  made  into  the  Secretaries  office,  is  inexplicit  sod 
undefined,  no  dlelinction  being  made  between  a  return  of  a  aogl^ 
Tract  or  a  number  joined,  aud  therefore  I  find  that  the  practice  batik 
been  to  receive  the  same  Fees  for  three,  four,&  five  adjoining  Tracts 
returned  together,  as  fbr  one. 

Should  I  discover  hereafter  any  thing  relative  to  this  office  that, 
may  admit  of  improvement,  it  shall  be  faithfully  communicated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

with  perfect  respect 
your  Excellencies  moat  obed't  SerVt, 
DAMI£LBBODH£AD. 
Directed^ 

His  £x«eUeaoy  the  Presideiit  ia  Council. 


Bbport  01*  THE  Treasurer,  1700. 

Treasury  Office,  Nov'br  22nd,  1790. 
Sir* 

Your  Message  of  the  13th  instant,  did  not  come  to  hand  untill 
the  morning  of  the  20th  inst,  or  should  sooner  have  complied  with 
the  Desire  of  CounciL  On  the  19th  of  December  last^"^  I  addicsa'd 
the  Hon'ble  Board,  (to  which  1  beg  leave  to  refer)  and  obtained  their 
timely  Interference.  Aided  by  their  Resolutions  of  the  2l6t  of  the 
game  month,  a  Number  of  abuses  and  Irregularities  complained  of  are 
corrected.  One  Essential  however,  that  of  being  all  ways  supplied  with 
a  Sufficiency  of  money  to  keep  the  various  Funds  separate  &  6it$aH% 
I  have  nefcr  b?eik.abld  t^  accomplish ;  But^uoh  oace  haa  betn  tikca 
*  See  page  649. 


PBNN8TLT;AJIIA  ABCHIVBS  179a  7&» 

&  the  amounts  of  tempomvy  mm»p]ific»lloQ  wi«toidabljr  VMie,  ao- 
regulurly  kept  and  attended  to,  that  oo  material  Injnrjr  to  the  State, 
or  any  lodWidnal  has  ariaen  from  it 

That  the  Statements  of  arrearages  of  Taxeaieotitanditigfls  vefiiertod 
bj  the  Register  General  on  the  30th  of  September  1789,  and  a  seeoad 
bearing  Date  the  26th  o£  Angntt  last  are  as  eorreee  as  it  was  possible 
to  make  them  from  saeh  material  as  he  eonld  oome  at^  I  am  oonvine'd ; 
Butt  that  from  want  of  proper  Information  and  Other  Oanses^  the 
Produoe  wiU  fidl  far  short  of  the  Estimate  is  equally  oertain.  To 
prove  this,  Oonnoil  will  indaige  me  in  maketng  Uw  following  Obser- 
TatioDS.  The  amazeingand  constant  Demands  on  the  Treasory^  and 
no  Tax  being  letied  for  the  present  year  soon  taught  bm,  that  Byery 
Bzertion  on  my  part  aa  well  as  that  of  every  Offioer  emplo/d  in  the 
OoUeotion  of  the  Revenues  would  be  neceasaryy  I  have  not  n^leoted 
to  urge  t&em,  I  have  inquired  why  so  mneh  was  outstandings 
what  was  the  Cause,  and  what  Remedy  ought  to  be  appiisdi  the  Ex- 
isting Laws,  particularly  that  of  1788,  pass'd  October  the  fourtli 
appearing  to  me  if  duly  executed  sufficient;  The  Result  of  my  £n« 
quirys  from  every  Quarter  terminates  in  diis.  We  admitt  that  so 
inuoh  may  be  due  from  our  respective  Counties ;  But  one  half  Csoma 
more  or  less)  has  been  collected  under  the  Laws  of  16th  March,  1786 
&  4th  October  1788,  and  rests  in  the  Hands  of  Sheriffs,  Ma^i^rates, 
Constables  and  GoIIeetovs,  many  of  whom,  after  getting  eonsiderabla 
Sums  into  their  Himds,  have  died,  failed,  ran  away  or  other  ways 
eluded  Payment  I  have  been  ii^form'd  of  many  suoh — shall  only 
mention  two. 

Mr.  Brisben  a  OeUeotor  in  Lanoaster  County  is  ifi>  arreftrs  near 
£800,  Mr  Rowan  of  this  City  about  £2bQ0^  of  which  he  can  give  , 
no  account.  This  being  the  Case  with  men  of  real  or  suppos'd  In* 
tegrity  and  understanding,  wkat  may  not  be  expected  from  the  Yarin 
ety  of  Characters  employed  in  the  Revenua  Department  throughout 
the  state. 

Admitt  then^tbai  on  the  .first  of  Oetobec  1789,  there  was  due  thei 
Commonwealth  from  the  different  Counties  £880  000,  of  which  ^140. 
000  is  in  the  Hands  of  delinquent  Officers  and  mast  be  recovered 
by  sale  of  their  Property,  in  this  Way  I  have  no  Doubt  BoUt  a.gOod 
Deal  will  be  eolledted  in  Time^  the  County  Treasmrers  however  uni« 
formly  ^oihplain  of  the  Sherifb  not  doiog  their  Duty. 

Butt  where  there  is. no. Property  as  in  the  Case  of  B.owan  &  others 
the  Deficienoy  most  be.reassess'd  ontbe  County^  and  how  the  Colleoi 
tion  of .  thia  williSiieceed,  w^  may  judge,  fcom  past  Egcperiettce  and 
ought  to  count  on  it  accordingly. 

Out  of  the  remaining  ;€  140  000,  nearly  £100  000  has  already 
been  paid  into  the  hands  of  my  venerable  Predecessor  &  myself.-^ 
The  Residiie  will  come  in  by  slow  Degrees. 

The  Subject  o£  finance  being  to  ma  entirely  new,  I  dare  not  haiard 
an  Opioion  of  what  ought  to  be  done,  though  I  have  thought  of  several 
Expedients.    I  have  premised  these  general  Observations  with  a  View 
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to  show  hni  fixoeilMwy  tbe  Preiid«ii  aad  die  Hon'Ue  Baud  Um 
ittttediAte  Nf<ic88itj  of  Legwlativo  Ioterf«r«BM  to  provide  iat  tbe 
existiDg  and  future  Demands  on  tbe  TieMory.  Tbese  are  so  hdlj 
expki&'d  in  tbe  Statoaieat  of  the  Regietor  General  of  tbe  264b  of 
Aeguet  laat^  that  I  need  paae  no  other  CooinMnt  oni  theoi  than  ibigy 
that  untUl  snob  Proviaeion  ia  made,  it  wiH  fequire  ail  the  Foititiide 
I  am  poBsee'd  of  to  bear  up  nnder  the  tmbarnunmeDfa  of  nn  eoipcy 
Cheat  k  perpetual  Briving,  a  GonioioiiBneea  of  bavdsg  neted  and 
intending  to  aet  joetiy  and  honorably  ia  my  only  Support. 

Aa  under  the  foregoing,  I  ooold  not  poaaibly  embrace  the  Yariona 
Dutiea  aaaiga'd  me  by  the  Aet  of  the  firit  of  April  laat,  I  reapeetlnlly 
erave  the  atteation  of  tbe  Hon'bb  Board  to  the  foIlowiDg  heada. 
Iat,  In  the  firat  enaoting  Claoae  certain  ennmented  Offieera  tbenia 
mentioned  are  in  tbe  firat  Instance  to  settle  their  aoeonnto  with  laa. 
So  far  ae  relates  to  Transaotiona,  abce  my  appointment,  I  have  fomd 
no  DiAoulty ;  Bat  maay  of  those  Offioera  bare  not  aettkd  tbdr 
aooonata  for  years  paat.  Where  thia  ia  the  Caae,  being  poeaea*d  of 
no  Doenmento,  whereby  to  judge  of  the  Validity  of  tbeir  Cbargea 
I  have  been  oblig'd  to  submitt  them  in  an  imperfect  aiate  to  the 
Register  General,  apd  with  bia  aaaiatance  (be  being  poaaeea'd  o£ 
some  of  tbe  old  aecouata)  the  greater  part  of  thoae  Offieera  bare  bad 
tbeir  aocoonts  settled,  much  more  might  bare  been  done,  if  eiiber 
tbe  Kegiator  General  or  myaelf  could  hare  been  fomiab'd  wiab  tbe 
aeeeesary  papers  from  tbe  Office  of  tbe  Comptroller  General. 

A  more  particular  account  or  explanation  of  tbia  Bnaaiiiesa  akafl 
be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at  their  next  Seasion. 

2nd,  Tbe  aeeond  enacting  Glanse,  I  hare  punetaally  complied  wHk ; 

4  my  monthly  aoconnta  haye  been  rendered  regularly,  and  my  aaaaai 

account  has  aadergone  tbe  Hbtamination  of  the  Regiator  Gknenl,  is 

now  before  the  Comptroller  General  and  all  poasible  aBeaaa  ctt  mj 

part  aball  be  ua'd  to  lay  ia  before  Council  withoat  Delay. 

3d,  Tbe  Bussineaa  assigu'd  in  tbe  fifth  Clause  could  hare  baea  fin* 
iabed  on  aiy  part  long  since,  tbe  Reaaon  of  ila  being  delay'd  caa  be 
aoeountod  for  by  tbe  Comptroller  General  only,  who  viil  ae  Doabt 
do  it. 

'  4th,  Tbe  ^ghth  enacting  Clanse  transfers  to  me  all  tbe  PaveD 
fbrmerly  rested  in  the  Truateea  of  the  two  Loan  Offieaa. 

Tbe  first  esUblisb'd  in  1774  respecting  it,  my  Letter  to  Coaima 
dated  tbe  17tb  of  June  hat,  accompanied  with  a  rough  Htati  amal  of 
the  aocoonts  in  said  Office  may  be  referred  to.  I  hare  aiiiee  eatescd 
BMNre  minutely  into  the  Boaaineas  &  aball  aae  every  ExertioB  to  bsiag 
it  to  Issue. 

Tbe  second  estoblbb'd  April  4th,  1785.  In  this  ^e  BnaiBsa  baa 
been  eoodueted  pretty  regularly  aad  I  bare  it  in  good  Traia. 

I  bare  reasonable  Cause  of  Complaint  against  acme  of  tbe  Bevemm 
Officers  of  tbe  State ;  Biitt  as  it  is  impossible  for  the  Suprtme  Ex. 
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MQtrro  Uf  a|yply  sv j  aAottial  Remedy  antfll  ike  OpentioB  of  ibe  new 
CoDflUtutioD  lakes  pUce  I  mast  neeesiacrily  defer  it 
I  bftye  tbe  Honor  to  be,  witb 

due  Respect  Sir,  yonr  most         » 
obedient  &  very  bumble  Servant 

CHRISTIAN  FBBIOER. 
DirectX  J 

liie  Hon'ble  Cbarles  Biddle,  Bsq.,  Seeietary  of  tbe  Sopnme  Bx- 
eoutive  Conoeil  of  PennBylvMiia. 


Report  of  Auctionbee  op  Noethkrn  Liberties,  1790. 

To  His  Excellency,  Tbe  President  and  tbe  Honorable,  The  Sopreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  yonr  eaqniry  of  the  13  Instant  respecting  tbe  state 
t>f  my  departmenty  I  have  to  infovm,  That  since  I  have  been 
bononred  witb  a  Commission  from  Council,  autborising  me  to  bold 
public  auctions  within  the  Northern  Liberties,  The  ReiFCBue  dne  to 
the  State  arising  from  the  duties  thereon  is  as  follows: 

The  fint  quarter  commencing  on  the  Sth .  of  April, 
and  ending  the  8th  July,  1796,  .        .         .      100  17     7 

The  second  quarter  commencing  on  the  9  July,  & 
ending  the  8th  September, 79     9    1 

The  third  quarter  commenced  the  9th  September, 
only  seventy- three  days  thereof  have  elapsed,  during 
which  time  the  duties  amount  to,     .        .        .        .        56  12  11 

£236  19    7 


Tbe  whole  amt'g  to  two  bundnd  A  tbirtyniiz  Pounds,  19s.  7d.^ 
all  of  which  is  paid  into  the  Treasury,  agreeable  to  the  account 
inclosed.  This  is  the  exact  state  of  my  department  at  present.  The 
obstructions  and  inconveniences  that  have  teoured  in  prosecuting  tbe 
business  are  founded  on  the  restrictions  which  confines  the  auctioneers 
to  bold  their  Sales  in  seperate  districts )  and  I  am  without  doubt 
that  if  they  were  released  therefrom,  so  as  to  admit  all  of  them  to 
sell  at  Auction  within  the  City,  that  the  revenue  of  the  State  would 
be  greatly  increased ;  probably  double  what  it  now  produces.  This 
alteration,  dictated  on  the  principle  of  increasing  the  Revenue,  will 
receive  considerable  sanction  and  support,  from  the  convenience  it 
will  afford  to  the  Citizens  doing  business  with  the  district  auotionears; 
all  of  whom,  generally  speaking,  dwell  in  the  City,  and  not  in  the 
districts ;  the  opperation  of  tbe  present  Law,  obliges  1|he  Citizens  to 
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•end  &eh  property  out  of  the  Gty  for  PoWe  ede^  and  to  < 
the  GitiKens  to  go  beyond  the  City  Limits  to  puivkaae,  aa  tW  it 
were  designed  that  the  efforta  of  the  diatriot  Aactioaecra  to  ooUeet 
the  Revenue  ahonld  be  rendered  nugatory^  and  of  as  little  e&ct  as 


The  obief  object  of  the  last  law  respeoting'^auotions  was  to  fmcSi- 
tate  the  Sale  of  goods,  by  a  redaction  of  the  duty  one-faaif ;  it  has 
had  considerable  effect,  particularly  in  the  Sale  of  Orooeriea  and 
-other  Tidnahle  property,  not  so  fre^uett  at  piibUe  Sale  before,  inas- 
much as  to  afford  at  this  time  a  probability  of  the  State  reeetviag 
nearly  as  much  revenue  the  present  year  as  the  last,  when  the  datics 
imposed  were  double  what  they  now  are. 

The  Sale  of  Groceries  has  been  almost  wholly  conducted  b j  myself, 
altho'  so  inconveniently  situated,  and  their  transportation  ao  veiy 
ezpeosive  and  burthensome ;  to  what  cause  this  particular  confidence 
of  the  Public  has  been  prefered  on  me,  under  the  present  dream- 
stances,  is  uuuecessary  and  perhaps  improper  here  to  inquire,  bvt 
the  place  to  which  I  am  confiued  to  hold  Sales  at  has,  I  am  per- 
suaded, contributed  much  to  obstruct  the  business,  partaenkrly  ia 
ibis  valuable  branch  thereof,  being  forced  to  and  eonfined  at  one 
.extremity  of  the  town,  it  ia  ezeeedingly  inoonveaieni  for  the  people 
resident  at  the  other,  or  even  ia  the  Center  of  the  City  to  atteid, 
whereas  a  central  situation  would  render  it  oenvenient  to  persons 
residing  at  both  extremities. 

The  duties  imposed  on ihe  Sale. of  Oertifioatee  of  the  United  States 
3ebt,  or  of  the  debt  of  any  other  State,  prohibits  the  vendiog  them 
at  auction.  A  property  ao  subjeot  to  change  its  possessioD,  %od  so 
frequently  sold  in  large  sums,  would  ^  at  the  moderate  doty  of  om 
eighth  of  one  "^  Cent.,  be  productive  of  very  considerable  rerenne. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  to  me  respecting  the  State  of  mj  depstrv 
blent }  the  obstructions  and  inconveniencies  are  wholly  fuanded  on 
the  restrictions  which  confioes  the  several  auctioneers  to  hold  their 
Bales  within  their  several  districts  only.  The  improvensents  that 
may  be  made  therein  to  the  advantage  of  the  State  ia,  the  repeal  of 
BO  much  of  the  Laws  that  enacts  snob  reetriotion,  and  to  give  snlho- 
rity  to  the  dbtrict  Anotionaers  to  hold  sales  within  the  City,  alaa 
the  relinquishing  a  part  of  the  duty  on  the  Sale  of  CertifieaSea,  or 
other  property  disposed  of  at  Auotion,  in  Lotta  of  eonaideimbis  Talne. 
By  this  means  the  revenue  will  be  greatly  inoreased,  and  'conaserae 
ocmaiderably  benefitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  Respect, 

Tour  most  obdt  h'ble  Servant, 

JOHN  CHALONBIL 
Nove'rthe22;1790. 
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OeDBE  for  PoWDEA  &0^  to  OSLEBRATX  arrival  01" 

Pres.  U.  S.,  1790. 

To  His  Ezoellency,  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Supremf 
Exeouti?e  Oounoil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

November  28d/1790. 
OemtlemMi, 

Be  pleased  to  grant  four  Quarter  Oasks  of  Powder,  making  in 
Weight  112!b,  and  four  yards  of  Flannel  for  26  roan ds  of  12  pdr. 
Cartridges — 18  rounds  of  which  are  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the 
President  General  in  this  City^  and  the  residue  shall  be  preserved 
untill  farther  Orders  are  given  to, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servantj 

THOMAS  PROCTER  * 


Rbport  of  Register  General,  1790. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Mifflin,  k  The  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive 

Council. 
Sirs, 

In  compIiaoDe  with  the  Order  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  of  the  18  th 
Inst.y  requiiing  the  present  state  of  the  Department  under  my  direo- 
tion  &  whether  any  Obstructions  or  Incoavenieneies  ooour,  or  any 
Improvements  may  be  made  therein* 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors  that  the  Books  of  this  Office 
are  settled  up  to  the.  80th  Sept.  last,  &  balanced,  &  that  the  Annual 
Aooounts  are  nearly  prepar'd  to  belaid  before  the  General  Assembly, 
00  far  as  the  Documents  in  my  possession  will  enable  me  to  oompleait 
them. 

The  Obstruotions  that  have  occurred  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  me,  arise  principally,  from  the  want  of  sundry  aooounts 
&  documents  ^ich  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain.  The  most 
material  of  which  are 

1st.  The  Aooounts  of  the  respective  County  Treasurers,  as  settled 
by  the  Comptroller  Gen'l  previons-to  my  appointment,  for  want  of 
which  I  am  unable  to  state  the  Balances  due  by  the  different 
Counties,  tho'  highly  neoessai^  for  the  information  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

2d.  An  Aoconnt  of  the  Warrants  issued  by  the  Supreme  Exe 
tive  Council,  previous  to  10th  April,  1789,  which  remain'd  un 

»  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XVI     -  f22. 
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at  tbat  period — beoanse  all  saoh  as  yet  remain  unpaid  ought  to 
appear  in  the  estimate  for  the  current  year;  tbat  &e  Legialaton 
may  know  what  sam  they  are  to  provide  for. — Warrants  for  large 
sums  issued  before  that  time  have  been  paid  in  the  laat  year,  altho' 
not  provided  for  by  Legislative  appropriation. 

8d.  An  Account  of  the  Certificates  issued  fbr  the  depreoiation  of 
pay  to  the  late  Army  before  the  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

4th.  An  Account  of  such  of  the  depreciation  CertiSoftiaa  afoie> 
aaid,  as  have  escheated  to  the  CommenweaUh.  in  virtao  of  tho  Act 
of  25th  March,  1786. 

5:h.  An  Account  of  Certificates  issued  for  Militia  aervioes  &  other 
State  Debts  previous  to  28th  Sep.,  1789. 

6th.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan  Certificates  issued  in  lieu  of 
Continental  Certificates  received  on  Loan,  &  of  the  CoDiinental  Cer- 
tificates received  therefor. 

7th.  An  Account  of  the  New  Loan,  Depreciation,  &  Funded  Cer- 
tifioates,  which  have  been  exchanged  to  answer  paym'te  in  the  Land 
Office,  or  consolidated  to  accommodate  the  parties. 

8th.  An  Account  of  the  Certificates  &  their  desoripiion  which 
have  been  received  for  Debts  or  Property,  of  the  State  &  from  whoa 
received. 

9th.  An  Acco't  of  the  Balances  due  the  Invalid  Corps  to  eonpleak 
their  Pensions  to  1st  May,  1789. 

10th.  A  list  of  Balances  due  by  the  State  on  accosts  settled  before 
the  28th  March,  1789,  for  which  Warrants,  or  Certifioates,  maj 
issue  on  the  application  of  the  Parties. 

These  objects  are  so  important  in  themselves,  &  so  neeeseaiy  ta 
the  due  arrangement  of  the  Finances  of  the  State,  as  render  as; 
observation  from  me  unnecessary. 

The  late  Treasurer  having  applied  the  Monies  granted  by  Lav  as 
m  fund  for  one  purpose,  to  the  discharge  of  others.  It  beoomea 
necessary  before  the  Accounts  of  the  present  Treasurer  can  be  made 
to  oorrespond  with  the  Books  of  this  Office,  to  obtain  from  the 
Legislature  the  sums  necessary  to  replace  the  Money's  beloogisg  to 
the  different  Funds  appropriated  by  Law,  that  have  been  applied  to 
general  purposes,  k  to  repay  a  large  Balance  duo  the  lonner 
Treasurer. 

With  respect  to  Improveihents  in  this  Office,  I   beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  whenever  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  respeeting  thb 
Department  are  fully  complied  with,  it  appears  to  me^  it  voold 
answer  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

your  most  obcd't 

most  Hbl.  Serv't, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 

Reg.  Oon.  Offiee. 

Nov.  28, 1790. 
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York,  29  November,  1790. 
May  it  please  joar  Excellencj  k  jour  Honon,  .     .. 

I  had  the  honor,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Carlisle  Court,  to  receive 
from  your  honorable  Board  a  direction  to  inform  joa  of  the  State  of 
my  ]>Bpiirimeiii,  and  whether  any  ob«lruotion0  or  Ineosvenienoee 
ooourred,  or  any  Improvements  mighl  be  i*tde  4berem. 

I  8m  happy  to  inform  yo«r  Honors,  thai  by  means  of  some  late 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  giving  a  Power  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  four  Terms  in  a  year,  and  'lo  appomt  Courts  of  Nisi  prius  for 
the  Trial  of  Issues  in  Philadelphia  County,  as  often  as  they  should 
be  fouad  neocessary,  and  to  make  such  Rules  &  Orders  for  the 
Regulation  of  the  practice  of  that  Court,  from  time  to  time  as  they 
should  think  expedient,  and  the  prudent  and  wise  Rales  established 
by  the  Court  in  Consequence  of  these  Powers,  and  the  uniform  dis- 
position of  the  Bar  to  conduct  the  Basiness  in  tbe  most  easy  & 
advantageous  manner,  that  no  obstructions  or  Incodveuienoes  at 
present  occur  to  me  in  the  Execution  of  the  Business  intrusted  to 
my  Care;  nor  do  I  know  or  can  suggest  te  your  Honorable  Board 
any  improvements  which  are  in  my  opinion  at  present  n^oessary  to 
be  made  in  my  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeef, 

your  Excellency  i,  your  Honors 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  EDWARD  BUKD. 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  The  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Exeontive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


CoBON£R  OF  Franklin  Counts',  1790. 

Nov'r  29th,  1790. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  tbe  Commission  of  the  Supreme  Executive  CoudcH 
to  us  directed  we  have  taken  the  recognisance  and  Bonds  of  George 
Clark,  Esquire,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  as  Coroner  of 
Franklin  County  which  we  herewith  enclose. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

and  the  Honorable  Councils 

most  obedient  Huml.  Serv'ts, 
ABM.  SMITH, 
Directed,  EDW.  CRAWFORD, 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Mifflin,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Vol.  XL— 88 
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Report  of  Measubbr  or  OnAi.t  atid  Salt,  17W. 

Philad'a,  Deoexnber  1st,  1790. 
To  his  ExoeFj  the  President  and  the  Sapreine  Eseoatiye  CoaDcil  of 
PeDDsjhania. 

Agreeably  io  tli^  Letter,  moeiy'd  from  yoor  Honorable  Boaid  I 
made  enquiries  anioag  aooae  of  Ihe.Qraia  Merohaata  wishing  Uiea 
to  point  oat  any  improyeouents.  Wo  conoladod  to  defer  it  ftill  saeh 
times  that  Oongress  woald  fi«  the  Standard  of  measure  for  tlio 
United  States*  Since  my  appointment  I  flatter  mynalf  that  in 
respeot  to  the  Grain  .Measuring  I  baye  giyen  satisfaotioa  to  both 
Bayer  mid  Seller  and  kept  my  deputies  altentiye  to  their  doty. 

In  respeot  to  that  part  of  my  o£oe  lespeating  of  Salt  I  have  had 
some  diffioalty  since  CSongreas  has  made  so  good  a  Proyision  for 
the  measuring  of  Sall^  some  of  the  Importers  has  refused  to  pay  the 
money  allowed  by  Law  when  Sold ;  I  haye  told  some  of  tham  to 
pay  the  Deputies  4i  "^  Hundred  Bushel  for  keeping  the  aoooant  of 
whom  sold  to  and  I  etpect  they  will  comply,  for  as  the  Lav  atawis 
The  Purohasers  to  have  Justice  done  them  haye  no  other  Peiaoa  to 
apply  to  but  me  as  Hiead  Measurer. 
I  am  with  Respeot 

your  yery  Hmnble  Sr't, 

BBNJ.  DAVIS,  Jnn. 

Directed, 

His  Exoery  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executiye  Coiuicil  cf 
Pennsylvania. 
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548,  500,.  595,  684. 

Reports  to,  15,  79-88,  107.  Com- 
mittae  of  the  States,  4B3«  Treaty 
with  Prussia,  4.  Treasury  Board 
Reports  and  Letton*  15.  41.    Domes- 

•  tie  debt,  37,  60.  Requisitions,  38, 
65,  198.  Cireulars,  50,  71.  Foreign 
dc(bt>  88,  65.  Indents  for  interest,  51. 
Representation,  51,  66.  Finances, 
64.  Liquidation  of  accounts,  71. 
Hostile  intention  of  Indians,  72. 
-Negroes  captured  by  English*  75. 
Report  on  uniform  ay  stem  of  Com- 
meroe, 75»  79.    On^laim  Qf  PoaiMyU 


vaala,  80^83;  106.  Delegiit«aeUet«d, 
83.  Cession  by  Conneetieat  of  lauds 
west  of  Pennsylvsaia,  proposed.  107« 
state  of  repreeentaaoa,  122, 132, 168, 
175,    180,   192,   283,   275,   298,   811. 

.  Rights  of  fitates  to  inlelrpret  tieatiei^ 
128.  Revenues,  salaries  of  officers 
of  Govtmmenly  129.  John  Arm- 
itrong,.Jr.j  appointed  to,  137.     Sale 

.  of .  townships  in  western  territoty, 
141.  On  coiniDg  copper,  142.  Frank- 
ing prlvUege  to  membeHB  of'  Couven*' 
tion,  142.  Phineas  Bon^,  British 
Consul,  145.  On  elaiaii  nasettled, 
170.  Boundary  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  188.  Report  of  Con- 
vention at  PhUadclpMa,  190.  PrivU 
leges  of  Oonsnls,  191.  ▲pplication 
for  men  for  Luaerae,  206.  13) e  neir 
constitution,  214.  Prospects,  204. 
R^quiiO  Ain  reproseiitat&ons,  214w 
Saa  letters,  239.  PnrobJtse  of  Brie, 
247.  Quantity  of  land  in  Erie  tract, 
251,  308.  Bills  of  eredit  against 
'  State,  252.  ConHuittea  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  fln  ances,  258.  Settlement 
of  aeooiMkts,  282,  285,  292,  316.  Pay 
'  of  invalids,  314.  Report  on  letter  off 
Commission  er  of  accoun  ts  of  Virginia* 
817.     Further  time  for  presentinip 

.  accounts,  823,  Act  respeotiaBg  West- 
em  Territory,  332,  339.  Wyoming, 
342..  Troops  for  do^*  350,352,  378. 
T.  Pickerings  releaae,  364.  Erie, 
362,    368.     Transfer   of  Erie,  387. 

.  Commissioner  of  accounts*  406,  408. 
Conatitation  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
vention, 407.  On  Wyoming,  (1784,) 
434,  451,  453,  456,  461.      Marbois 

.  and  Loagtchamps,  483.  Appoint- 
ment Bowen  and  Beatty,  504.  Erie, 
640:  Recruiting,  555.  On  impost!; 
582,  583.  Copies  of  papers  to  be 
sent  to  each  dtota,  580.    Judicial 

'  Courts,  590.  Loan  certiflcales,  596w 
Indian  Chieft  in  Virginia,  4)00.  Ac- 
oouttts;  002.  Public  credit,  612j 
Amendments  of  Constitution,  616. 
Defence  of  frontiers,  622*  UBeM 
arts,  685,  689.  Duties,  689.  Copy 
rights,  705.  .  Intercourse  witb  ibreigo 
nations,  708.    Census,  709,  718. 

Connecticut,  proceedings  in  Congress 
respecting,  and  'Wyoming,  5,  106. 
Act  to  comply  with  requisitions,  17, 
23*  Cession  proposed  of  lands  west 
of  Pennsylvania,  report  on,  107. 
Claima,  159.    Letters  to  and   from 

.  Governor,  239,  409,  414,  447»  451, 
735.  Holders  of  land  ask  for  division 
in  Lusieme  Co.*  386.  Clsimsnts  in 
arms  at  Abrahams  plains,  437.  Righ  ts 
af  setAlerv  (1784)  447,  451.    Agree 
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d«btor  elMined,  736. 

ConstitatloQ  of  XJiiited  States,  Anieiid- 
mento  propoMd  by  North  OMolma, 
M7,  674. 

Oonrals,  Britlsb,  145.  Prlviloffes  of, 
101.  PhinoM  Bond  appoisted,  145. 
SnggMtions,  255.  Snppotod  iiiAringe- 
ment  of  rigfaU  of  State,  376.    Letter 

.  from,  OD,  381.  Opinioii  of  Jadsei 
on,  883. 

OenTeotioB,  In  Phitadelphta  to  revise 
Federal  ComstitatloB,  119,  122,  314. 
Membet-s  ietten  to  be  free,  143. 

Conveiition,  resolutions  in  Aseemblj  to 
eell,  on  tke  Constitntioo,  665. 

Copper,  ooinftf  e  of,  Resoladon  of  Con- 
gress respecting,  141. 

^py  B.ightS|  not  passed  by  Coagreis, 
705. 

CompUnter,  (Indina  Cbief>)  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given,  562.  Comes  to 
Pbiladelphia,  783,  789,  740,  741. 

Coroner  of  Franklin  Co.,  765. 

Oorrey,  Jonathan,  letter  to,  from  Col. 
Jno.  Franklin,  161. 

Courts,  jndieial.  Delegates  on,  59<k 

Court,  District  U.  8.,  to  sit  in  Pkiladel. 
phia,  723. 

CJoze,  Tsnoh,  Commissioner  to  Com- 
merdal    ConvenHlon,    to    Maryland 

.  Gommis'sionen,  61.  .  To  Covncil,  60. 
Appointed  on  Commereey  522.  His 
▼iswB  ef  purehase  of  Brie  lands,  Oor- 
ham  &  Co*s.  elalm,  539.  Appliontion 
to  CoTsmor  ef  Canada  snggested, 
642,  548. 

Craigv  Col.  Joba,  instmetions  to,  to 
take  Franklin,  188,  196.  Pay  for 
troops,  236.  MiUtin  flaas  of  Jno. 
Yoongmaa,  304. 

Craig^  Thomas,  respeoling  Brown's  exe- 
cution, 276. 

Crawford,  Edward,  Jr.,  lioenses,  699. 

Credit,  publio,  resolution  of  Congress 
on,  612. 

Cunningham,  James,  report  of  surreys 
of  depreeiation  land,  263. 

CambSrland  Co.,  State  road,  156.  He- 
tarns  of  miHtia,  605. 

Cnrwin,  Jno.,  oa  Tnrnplke,  672. 


B. 

[Dale,  Samael,  iastmotioBs  as  agent  to 

Wyoming,  66. 
PaTis,  Benj'n,  jr..  Report,  766. 
Debts,  Pnblio— States    ealled  oa    for 

statomenis  of,  618,  639,  640. 
Deeds,  petiiion  ea  aoknowledgment  of, 

136. 
Deiany,  Sbarp»  Report  Mr.  air's  duty 
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as  an  alien,  259.  Attonay  QcaanA 
opinion  as  ta  Citlsenahip,  SM. 
(Jhieries,  respeoting  datiea,  St7. 
Aaewer  of  Judges  to,  661,  99%. 

Delaware  Co.,  Jnsdee  of  paaea,  688. 

Delaware  Riveiy  naTlgabla,  eommraaiaa- 
tion  between  Ckeaapeaka  aad,  Pro- 
oeedtefi.  36,  37.  Sloop  and  M^ra 
Jim  brought  into,  58.  Beaooa  ml 
Cape  May,  98.  Spaaiah  Frigate  al 
Hareas  Hook,  99— ItS.  Bzaaia*. 
tion  of,  677.  Comm'rs  to  exasdaou 
633. 

Delaware,  Slate  «f.  Act  of,  to  ooaiply 
witli  requisitions,  16,  33.  Pioaaad- 
Ings  on  internal  BaTigmtiaa^  36,  87, 
77.    Letter  f^mOov'r,  88. 

Delegates  to  Congreas,  Lcttan,  4,  37, 
87,48,  8r,  106,  (see  VoL  X,  789,) 
188, 189,  387,  337,  361,  308,  841,868, 
853,  364, 878,  883,  888,  488,  438. 461, 
453,  456,  457, 461,  584,  886,  587,  643» 
699,684.    Bleetod,  88. 

Deluge  in  Lnseme  Co.,  88. 

Denison,    Kathaa, 
anas  for  Wyoming,  313. 
BmisBary,3i3.  Letter  on  iasargcMa. 
337. 

Denny,  Ensign,  bis  rank,  838. 

Department  of  Foreign  Aftira  6e  be 
estabHebed,  689. 

Depositions,  A.  Ellicott  on  arree8  of  T. 
Fiokeriag,  337.  Ira  MaaTil,  Wya- 
ming,  344.  BeaedSct  Satteriea,  do^ 
345.  Joel  Whiteomb,  858.  Kaaay, 
858.  Blllah  Reynolds,  Joeapib  Bbii, 
Martin  Dadley,  Jos.  Kilbwra,  868. 
Garret  Smith,  371.  Wnu  Sariih, 
393.  M.  Hollenbaeh,  884,  581.  N. 
Kingsley,  Lord  Butler,  T.  Ptakarla^ 
551.    Z.  Butler,  653. 

Depreeiation  Lands,  snirajs^  88,  283. 
Bales  ef,  136. 

Depreciation  of  Money,  &8.  Of  pay. 
Judges  opinion  of,  120. 

Diekiason  College,  intarast  dae^  848, 
678. 

Diemer,  James,  reeoasBseadad  aa  a 
Judge  at  Reading,  598. 

Doan,  Abrabam,  and  Levi,  JjutMKt  tm 
C.  J.  MeKean  respeetiag,  881. 
solution   of  Assembly  far 
398. 

Doaa,  Joseph,  Bstata,  728. 

Donation  Land,  Lottery,  prsfeeal  i«- 
spooling,  49. 

Donation  lands,  sarrey  of,  818L  Q«a*l 
Irriae's  deseripUon  of,  818-888. 

Donnaldson,  John,  appointed 
Gen'l  568.     OAee  In   Btata-H 
609.    Cleric,  870.    <Mar,  8rL 
port»  733,  784. 

Darshester,    Lof^    LiHar,     Th 
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Hutohiaty  (€kesp>8pher,)  Ibr  pemii- 

rion  to  9arvj  UDda,  31  &• 
Doaglass,  Ephniin,  Lotter  from,  82. 

EleetiOn  returnp,  535. 
Doyle,  Sam%  arreited,  730.  Aoqaitted, 

744. 
Dryer,  Jacob,  Letter  io  G.  J.  MoEera, 

respeetiog,  351. 
Dry  lands,  Northampton  Co.,  647,  651. 
Dadley,   Joseph,    a  Wyoming   rioter 

immdod,  86«,  359.    DU«,  365,  867. 
Damaa,  Mr.,  olaim,  411. 
DmiroMtta,   Jamet,    Infllmctioiis    to, 

JBleotioD  retenM,  430. 
Duties,    Qaeries    on,    597.     Antwan, 

6»1.    On  Tonnage,  699,  U9. 
Dyer,  Elijah,  agreement  with,  588. 


Bokert»  Valentine,  instniotiont  to,  xe- 

speeting  troope,  203,  211. 
EUioott,  Andrew,  Letters  to  and  from, 

'  respecting  bonndary,  140,  178,  203, 

216,  429.  Sarvey  of  Islands  in  Ohio, 
583.  Proposes  pnblishing  obserra- 
tions,  216.  Describes  Brie  Lands, 
243.  Depositioa  on  T.  PielreriBg, 
827.  Pnrobase  of  Brie,  429,  587. 
On  rarrey  of  Lake  Brie,  012,  616, 
704. 
Bliiott,  Li.  Bei^'a»MMaatof  bis  pro- 
ceedings, 665. 
BlUott,  Wm.,  proposal  for  a  road,  70. 
Brie,  Comm'is  arrire  at,  203.  Letter 
to  Delegates,  on  pnrohaae  of,  Ae., 
237.  Lands  described  by  Col.  A. 
Porter,  241.  Bstimatod  considera- 
tion to  Indians  for  Triangle  at,  245. 
Proposition  *  of  Mr.  Irrine  io  par- 
*•  ehase,  and  proceedings  of  Congress 
<m,  247.  Siie  of  the  Tract  naaetaed, 
281.  Assembly,  approve  of  pnr* 
ehase,  252.   Proceedings  in  Congress 

I  «m  qvanti^  in  purchase  of,  308,  813.' 

Bztraetfrem  Cession  of  New  York  to 

I  U.   S.,  809.    Do.  of  Massacbnsetts, 

310.    Authority  of  Council  to  pur- 
chase, 318.    No  reserrations  neoes- 
.  sary,  882.    Act  of  Congress  transfer- 

i  ring  to  State,  387.  Resolution  of  Do., 

387.  Beport  of  Council  on  purchase 
of,  to  Assembly,  389.  BsUmato  of 
Expenses  of  purchase  from  Indians, 
890.  Letter  ftrom  Vice  President  to 
Assembly,  respecting  390.  Report 
and  Resolution  of  Assembly  on  pur- 

,  ehase   of,  395.    List  of  Goods  for 

t  Indians,  427.    Letter,  And'w  Bllicott' 

•n  pnnhase,  429.  Obligation  ot 
Couun'rs,  to  delirer  goods  to  Indlaas, 


Wr.  Purchase  and*  Bouadaty  ef 
Indian  Laads,  508.  Report  to  Qenl 
Assembly,  of  purchase  of,  528. 
Agreement  wkh  €kibson  and  Butler, 
and  Six  Nations,  Ibr  purchase  from, 
829^88.  Le»re  to  sarrey  to  be 
asked  of  Oor.  of  Canada,  087,  5a. 
Tench  Coze  suggeste  diflouliies  as  to 
Title  of,  539,  543.  Resolution  ef 
Assembly,  mnrey  and  location  oi; 
566.  John  Adlum  on  surrey  of,  577. 
Bxpeosa  of  iurrey,  616.  Money 
drawn  for,  589,  691.  Letter  of  Oen'l 
Butler  on,  591.  Surrey  ot,  612,  616. 
Quantity  and  ralue  of,  steted  by 
Comptroller,  066.  Bstimate  of  £z^ 
penses  to,  691.  Deedsh904. 
Brans,  Griffith  proposals,  49. 


KaTctto  CooB«y,  Military  Ottcers,  702. 

Feblges,  Christian,  resigns,  as  auc- 
tioneer, 563.  Elected  Treasurer,  688. 
FlMts,  respeetiBg  Trsaeury  depart- 
ment, 649. 

Ferguson,  Capt.,W.  his  rank,  240.  Oa 
reeralts,  690. 

Finley,  James,  appointed  Jnsitee,  re- 
rigns— bis  reasons,  298. 

Fisher,  Thomas,  Electioiis  la  York  Co., 
388. 

Fishkill,  (K.  7.,)  arms  sent  to  by 
Connecticut  Ciaimante,  (1786,>  466, 
457. 

Fltsrimons,  Tbos.,  Letter,  427.  App'd 
Comm'r  on  commercial  regulations, 
252.    On  Loan  Ccrtiftoctes,  695. 

Flour  Inspector's  Repoft,  766. 

Fort  StaawU,  607. 

Mcintosh,  510. 

Frmoe,  Commercial  Treaty  with,  t20-  . 
228,  287. 

France,  Minister  of,  respecting  Marbeis 
and  Longsehamps,  408,  469,  470,  473, 
482,407. 

Franklin,  Be^j'n,  re-elected  President, 
207.  Extract  from  WUl,  learing  his 
Portrait  to  Council,  701.  Their 
aeeeptenoe  of  it,  701. 

Franklin  Co.,  Light- Horse,  Bleetton, 
280.  Trial  of  W.  Nugent,  816. 
Coroner,  765. 

Franklin,  Col.  John,  Letters  to  and 
from,  3,  14,  62^  67,  84,  94,  111.  Re. 
specting,  26,  35,  46.  Issues  notice 
Ibr  a  mcetini^,  06.  His  report  of 
proceedings,  in  Philadelphia,  07. 
Wyoming  Aflhirs,  94.  Letter  to  Wm. 
Montgomery,  111.  Letter flrom  Celeb 

^  Benton   on    towns   on    Tioga,  175. 
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Letter  froitt  J.  Hamtlt^ii,  183,.  185. 

Gov.  of  Oonn«otioai  rMpeotiag,  288, 

.409,  451.    Memorial  to  Aisembly  of 

Connectioat,  (1784,)  447,  451.    Aska 

for  neoeMariet  in  Prison,  549,  556. 
Franklin,  fiosweU.   raited  a  partj  to 

.  arrest  rioters  at  Wyoming,  859. 
Evaakstown,  Road  firom,  to  Consmaoh, 

857. 
Freeman,  Samtiel,  Capture  of  Indian 

Murderers,  7)4,  721. 
French  Credk,  J,  Hart  to  J.  Adlnm  on, 

593*  ' 

French  Smigranta  to  Seiota,  ask  ttr 

Tents  in  PhUade^faia,  743. 
French  Herohaats,  oomplain  of  doing 

Military  duty,  49. 


Galbraith,  Robert,  distracted  state  of 
affairs  infiuatingdMi  Oo.,  370.  Road 
to  Frankstown,  666.  Road,  725. 
Indian  Chiefs,  733. 

Qalioway,  Joseph,  Estate  in  Hog  Island, 
confiscated,  89. 

Gardner,  .Hon.  Joseph,  papers  from 
Conneoticut,  before  Congress,  (1785,) 
449,.  453« 

Georgia,  Act,  to  comply  with  reqniri- 
.ti)n,  17,22.    Letter,  Govemor  of,  96. 

German  Lutherau,  Cong'n,  Philad'a, 
Brror  in  their  warranty  607. 

Gerry,  Slbridge  on  imposts,  598. 

Gibson,  George,  Commissions,  607. 

Gibson,  John,  Commission  Ux  purchase 
Jgrie,  of  Indians,  405.  Goods  for, 
427..    Report  on  Accounts,  588. 

Gibson,  Jpbn,  and  R.  Butler,  agree 
with  Six  Nations,  of  Indiana  for 
their  lands,  529-533. 

Gordon,  Samuel,  to  N.  Denison,  re- 
xpecting  a  Scotch  Emissary,  213. 

Gore,  Obedlah,  and  M.  Hollenbaoh, 
troops  for  Wyominc,  216. 

Gorham  and  Co's  purchase  of  Erie  lands, 
541. 

Governor,  of  Conneotient,  239,  409,.  414, 
4i7,  451,  735,  DeUwarei  letters,  38. 
Georgia,  96.  Louisiana,  567.  Mary- 
land, 56.  Massaohosetts,  27L  New 
Jersey,  326,  335,  336,  548,  550.  New 
York,  96,  125,  195, 196,  326,  335, 341, 
412.  North  Carolina,  116.  South 
Carolina,  545.  Virginia,  115,  116, 
497»  499,  501,  507,  523,  557,  600. 

Graham,  Heniy  Hale,  Justice,  DeL  Co., 
6.38. 

Grain  and  Salt,  measurer's  Report,  766. 

Grant,  Thomas^  on  Wyoming  affairs, 
110. 


Griavold,  Matthew,  Gotwdot  of  C«d- 

necticut  on  rights  of  clsdnsaata  (1784) 
447,  451. 


Hahn,  Miohael,  Riots  at  York  Tovm,  97. 
Hamilton,  Alosander,   Seo.    Traa— sy, 

debU,  638.    Answer,  ft41* 
Hamilton,  Joseph,  letters  to  wmi.  itvm, 

3,67,84»94, 188, 186.    AppnbcMlod, 

460. 
Hamilton,  William,    Report   of  eoa- 

mitfisfr,  535. 
Hancock,  John,  Governor  of  Massarlin 

setts,  letter  from,  272. 
Hiirmer,  Fort,  attacked  by  Ladiaas,  392L 
Harmer,  Lieutenant  CoL  Joaiah,  retu« 

of   troops  in  serTioe,  ITS,  174^  217, 

219.    His   rank  209.     AiT«&gmcal 

of  Troops,  218.    Re-enliatascBi  of  oii. 

eers,  270.     Continued    in  eommaa^ 

282.    Irregular  eommiasioa   to  Mr. 

Spear,   287.    Rank    of  offiecn  32^ 

Recruiting  money  Ae.,  392. 
Harris,  James,  letter  to  J.  JfcLeBe,  ro- 

speeting  Road,  186. 
Harrison,  GoTemor  Bei^.  (Yir|riniA)ro- 

specting   boundaries,  497,  499^  oOl, 

507. 
Hart>  Jot 'a  to  J.  Adhun,  lead  on  Fremck 

creek,  593. 
Hartley,  OoL  Thomas  to  W,  Bradford, 

on  ttial  of  York  Rioters,  115,  I&& 
Hassc,  John,  sends  peiitioo,  2S8» 
Hauer,  Samuel,  letters,  47.  102. 
Hellsted,  Chariea,  (Swed.  CoBsnl)s 

letter  adrising  of  war  betweea 

sia  and  Turkey,  265,  293. 
Henderson,  Andrew,  aeeouat  of  ] 

distmrbanees  in  Huntiagdoo,  S96-M7. 
Henry,   William,  return  of   arma  Ae, 

239. 
Hessian  fly,  importation  of  floor  iato 

G.  Britian  prohibitsd  oa  aoci.  o^  S37. 

Information  asked   respeeiin^  it  of 

Agri.  Soe.,  384.    Reply  to,  385. 
Hog  Islsad,  elaim  of  Caldwell  aadBar- 

olay  to,  89.    £ariy  history  iarolTedl, 

90. 
HoUenbaeh,  M.  and  0.  Goto,  txoops  for 

Wyoming,  216.    Depoaitaaa  i 

ing  Capt,  Sohott,  394^ 
Hiester,  Dav'l,  Jr.,  elected  < 

of  Luzerne  Co.,  160. 

of  Government,  607. 
Hodgdon,  Samnel,  dispatefaes  letters  t» 

Easton,  374    Arms  at  Carlisle,  ^79. 
Hoge,  Hon.  Jon's,  letter  io«oa 

Bsurdersi  149. 
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Hdpktnam;  Vranols  (J,  A.)  esse  of  aloop 

t  and  negro  l»roaght  into  Bel:,  65.    Lei- 

s  ten  to  and  from,  58, 125.   Resolntlone 

of  Aseembly  of  Maryland,  77.    Lettor 

respecting  from   M.   Clarkion,  250. 

Bvppot'id  intorferenee  of  Sritish  Con- 

tut  with   Wardens  of  Phnada.^S75. 

Ob  tafety  of  admiralty  papers,  634. 

Habley,  Lt  Bernard,  Indian  marders, 

709,  710.    Militia^  738. 
Hobley,  Miohael,  appointed  Pres't  of 
•  oonrts  in  Laneaster  Co.,  363. 
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Agcioul.  Soo'y.)  527,  884,  S8&.  Praa- 
feltiomers  of  Law,  Phil*.,  42S.  Proe- 
lor,  Thos.,  (Sheriff,)  469,  477,  AM, 
719,  741,  741,  768.  PrethosMtaiisa 
Ckonlar,  691,  766. 

Randolph,  Beverly,  (Got.  Va.,)  557, 
Randolph,  Bdmnnd,  (Got.  of  Va^) 
115,  116,  212,  249,  256,  284,  299,  523, 
625.  Read,  James,  757.  Reeeivcr, 
General,  667,  693,  696,  750.  Redick, 
David,  149,  197,  244,  338,  419,  414. 
432, 459,  593.  Reed,  Hob.  James  R., 
283,  308.  Reed,  Lient.  Samuel,  43S. 
Register  General,  569,  576,  723,  763. 
Rinker,  James,  206.  RitteBhanaa, 
David,  203,  337,  748.  Robins,  Bsa- 
kiel,495.  Robinson,  John,  719.  Re- 
binson,  Capt.  Thomas,  432.  Bo«^ 
James,  468,  730.  Rash,  Dr.  Bc^ift> 
min,  427,  640,  578.  Rash,  Jadg% 
Jaoob,  295,  485.  Roston,  ^ 
632.    Ryerson,  Thomas.  969. 

St.  Clair,  Hon.  Arthur,  127,  189^ 
893,  716.  Scbott,  Capt.  John  P^  297, 
298,  397,  663.  Scott,  Thomas,  ILSi 
568.  Secretary  of  Foreiga  Affaira;,  75, 
171,  201,  287,  29.%  413.  Secretary  af 
State,  U.  8.,  679,  688.  689,  69«,  79i^ 
703,  705,  706,  707,  708,  709,  712,  713; 
718,  720,  722.  Secretary  of  Treaa^ 
638,  641,  654,  663, 664.  Secretary  of 
War,  208,240,  268,281,  291,  399.  945, 
685,  686.  Sellers,  John,  623.  Shan. 
non,  Wm.,  748.  Sheriff  of  Phila.,  499, 
477.  Shippen,  Bdwd.,  91.  SioiBi, 
Charles,  160,  169.  Skinner,  Jok«, 
92,  143,  158.  Snsitb,  Fraoen,  lik 
Smith,  Jonathws,  B.  423.  SariU, 
Rebert,  Editor,  126.  Smith.  ThosM 
Dancan,  805.  Smith,  Waa.  Heoker, 
45,  102,  104,  108,  193,  339.  Soatii 
Carolina,  Gov.  of,  546.  Spragne  Jo- 
seph, 93.  Stiles,  John,  20^  Stro«. 
bell,  John,  C.  651.  SulIivaD,  Prcet, 
John,  of  N.  H.,  122.  Sorreyor  Gen., 
758.    Swaine,  Francis,  (Sheriff;)  267. 

Talbot,  Lt  Jeremiah,  2^9.  Tax, 
Comm'rs.,  499,  693,  693.  Tellhir, 
Edward,  ((ih>v.  Georgia,)  96.  Tb^ 
mas,  Joseph,  725.  Todd,  WiUiasB, 
615.  Traill,  Hon.  Robert,  2SS^  289, 
446.  Treasurer,  563,  649,  743,  753. 
Treasury,   Board  of,  15,  94,  79,  99^ 
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IW,  S^,  i6».  TrIttUe,  James,  679« 
Tnistees  of  Loan  Offioo,  170.  Tnit- 
tooa  ofc  Washington  Academy,  SI 5. 
Tarnbalt,  William,  «23.  UniTenity 
of  PennsyWania,  SIS. 
Van  Canapen,  John,  26.  Vandyke, 
Gov.,  Nicholas,  83.  Vaaghan  Saml., 
675.  Virginia,  to  and  from.  Govs., 
115,  116,  2^9,  256,  284,  290, 497, 507, 
523,  557. 

War,  Board  of,  208,  240,  268,  281, 
291,  300,  534,  655,  621,  624,707,  711, 
728.  Wardensof  Philadelphia, 99, 100, 
10 1, 543.  Washington,  Gen.  George, 
496,  Washington,  President  U.  8., 
587,  596,  599,  600>  tOl,  692,  604, 605, 
611,615,  616,673.  Westbroek,  Abm., 
47,102.  Will,  William,  417, 713.  WU- 
let.  Col.,  Marinas,  711.  Williamson, 
Hofiu  Hagh,  449.  Wilson,  James, 
446,  453.    Wilson,  CoL  William,  192. 

Levan,  Daniel,  a  Jnstioe  required  at 
Reading,  68 

LaTart,  Rabert,  death  of,  289. 

Lewis,  William,  and  Atty-Gen.,  oase  of 
Niess  and  Kheiner,  273. 

Lewis,  WilUam,  infractions  of  Treaty, 
727. 

Lianes,  Thomas  de  TTgarte,  T,  Com- 
mander of  Spanish  frigate  at  Marcus 
Uook,  correspondenoe  with,  99-102. 

Licensee,  690. 

Lientenants,  County,  Cirenlar  to,  379, 
of  Laaeme,  to  N.  Denlson  on  Militia 
Laws,  619. 

LlTingston,  Wm.,  Oor.  N.  J.,  73,  326, 
838.  Demands,  Wm.  Allen,  a  eoan- 
terfsiter,  660. 

Loan  OAoa,  respeetlng,  33,  669,  report 
of  Trustees  on  nonpayments,  170. 
OleoMut  Blddlo^  on  exchange  of 
loan,  673,  659.   Certificates,  747. 

Lloyd,  Peter,  Z.,  address,  728. 

Lloyd,  Thomas,  proposed  snbseriptien 
to  publioatien  of  debates,  218. 

Loller,  Robert,  candidate  for  ofioe,  618. 

Longsohamp,  Chevalier  de,  and  Mens. 
Marbois,  respeoting  attack  on,  442, 
461-495.  Letter  to  Judges,  respect- 
ing, 442.  Arrested,  466,  469,  470, 
477.  Claimed,  as  a  French  subject, 
467»  468.  Certificate,  47L  Letter, 
to  Judges,  472,  478,  485,  488.  To 
Congress,  472.  Case,  486,  489,  490. 
Bentenoe,  491. 

Lottery.  Donation  land,  49. 

Lottery,  Btate,  89, 118. 

Loaisiana,  demand  on  Gov.  Miro,  for  a 
Negro,  667. 

Lukens,  John,  (9arv.  Gen.,)  letters  to 
and  from,  33,    93,    189,   427.    His 


death,  «3L  D.  Bradktad  ineeaMb* 
880. 

Lnieme,  Chevalier  de  la,  respeoting 
attack  on  Mens.  Marbois  by  Long, 
scbamp,  481,  462,  464,  486,  466,  468, 
469,  470,  478,  476,  482,  487. 

Loserne  Coaaty,  deluge  in,  86.  Gea. 
Muhlenberg  resigns  as  Commissioaer, 
186.  Want  the  laws,  159.  Daaiel 
Hiester  elected  and  resigns;  W. 
Montgomery  elected,  160.  Disturb- 
ances in,  207.  Officers  of  Military 
aompaules  in,  299.  OommiiBioBera 
appointed  to  view  the  land  in,  804. 
Commissioners  on  oaptare,  382.  Die- 
tUFbanoes  in,  383,  865.  JField  Offi- 
-  eers,  elected,  3iB4.  Memorial  for  di- 
vision  of  land,  386.  MiUtia  Laws,  619. 
N.  Kingsley  resigns  as  Justice,  662. 
Difllcultiea  in  eolleeting  mUitia,  676. 

Lyon,  Wm.,ofileea  la  differant  Ooontiei^ 
781. 


MoGllllvray  and  Chiefs  of  Creek  nation 
of  Indians  viait  Philadelphia,  707. 

MeKean,  Thos.,  C.  J.,  opinion  on  da^ 
preciation  of  pay,  120.  On  Brown's 
ease,  264.  On  pewder  magaaine, 
276,  288.  Letter  to,  respecting  A. 
and  L.  Doane  and  J.  Dryer,  851. 
Jones  and  McBlroy,  866.  ReooB« 
mends  J.  Potter,  661. 

McLean,  Alexander,  on  boundary,  26, 
69,  71.  Bond  as  Surveyor,  642. 
Road  to  PitUburg,  642. 

MeClean,  Capt.  James,  instructions 
from  Comptroller  to  arreet  smuggled 
goods,  229.  His  letter  to  President 
Pranklin,  asking  bis  ad  vine,  230. 
President  Franklin's  answer,  230. 
Letter  to  Mufak^nbarg  on,  231.  Wants 
of  the  Invalid  Guards,  406. 

MeLeaa,  Jamea,  letter « from  James 
Harris  on  a  road,  186. 

Maaufsetures,  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
encouraging  cotton,  subsoription  to, 
by  the  State,  669. 

Manvil,  Ira,  depoeition,  344.  Commit- 
ment, 345.    In  Goal,  347. 

Marbois,  Mens.  Barbe  de,  letters  to  and 
from.  461,  471,  479,  48i.  Oertifieate, 
[1784]  461.  Complains  of  French 
merchants  having  to  perform  military 
duty,  49.  Various  documents,  [1784] 
relating  to  affair  with  Longsohamp, 
461-495. 

Marcus  Hook,  Spanish  frigate  In  dan- 
ger at,  99-102. 

Marriage  Licenses,  690. 

Marshall,  Lieut.  Jamos,  on  dofeaee  of 
frontiers,  377. 
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MAVthii  Thorns,  fMtllloii  fd,  607. 

Maryland,  act  to  comply  with  reqatai- 
tiona,  Id,  28.  Letters  to  Goveraor 
rospeotinff  aiek  Chinese,  M.  Reao- 
lation  of  Assembly,  77.  Inland  navi- 
gation, 77.  And  Virginia  on  internal 
Barigation,  511.   On  Commeroe,  621. 

llaaoaohfisetts,  aot  to  comply  with  re- 
quiaitionsy  lA,  23.  Proclamation 
against  Daniel  Shays,  Ao.,  119.  An- 
nulled, 271.  Extract  from  deed  of 
oeaaion  of  Erie,  810. 

Matlaok,  Timothy,  memorial,  150.  War- 
rant to  arrest,  154. 

May,  Cape,  beacon  at.  98. 

Mead,  David,  on  Wyoming  affairs, 
[1785]  455. 

Melcher,  CoL  Isaac,  map  of  boundary, 
423. 

Memorial,  Light  Infkntry  of  Philadel- 
phia, 36.  Ot  Northumberland  oounty, 
123.  OfT.  MaUaok,  150.  Of  Charles 
Sims,  100.  Inhabitants  of  Luzerne 
county  for  division  of  lands,  386. 
Wm.  Smith,  400.  Of  Comptroller  on 
City  loto,  571.  Mustard  in  Philadel- 
phia,  684.    Of  Wm.  Semple,  687. 

Mentges,  Col.  Francis,  military  parado 
in  Philadelphia,  78.    His  pay,  103. 

Mercantile  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
thank  Council  for  use  of  room,  103. 

Mercer,  Widow,  pension.  679. 

Merchants  apprized  of  war  between 
Algiers  and  United  States,  522. 

Mifflin,  John,  dry  lands  in  Northamp. 
ton  eounty.  646. 

Mifflin,  Thomas,  elected  President,  41 1. 

Miles,  Col.  Samuel,  certificate  of  Snpreme 
Court  in  case  of,  647. 

Military  stores  in  Pennsylvania,  699. 

Militia,  of  Gumberiand  county,  returns, 
605. 

Militia  fines,  669.  Lt.  Hubley  respect- 
ing,  738. 

^lligan,  Bobert,  on  intomal  naviga- 
tion, 27. 

Miro,  Brig.  Oen.,  €k>vemor  of  Louisiana, 
letter  to  respecting  a  negro,  566. 

Mitchell,  Joseph,  purchatte  of  lands 
teom  Wm.  Penn  through  John  Hnghes, 
253. 

Money,  plan  to  appreciate,  416. 

Montgomery,  William,  letters  to  and 
Irom,  .35,  108.  Letter  from  Col.  John 
Franklin  to,  1 11 .  Appointed  Commis- 
sioner to  Luzerne,  177. 

Moore,  Lt.  Col.  James,  on  Wyoming, 
434,  4X5,  436,  443. 

Moore,  Thomas,  respecting  danger  to 
piers  from  Spanish  frigate  at  Marcus 
Hook,  99. 

Morocco,  signals  agreed  npon  between, 
and  United  States,  171. 


Moiris,  lUehard,  Utten  of  J. 

and  Dr.  Hamilton,  418. 
Morris,  Robert,  on  accounts,  505.   €««• 

missioners  on  Commerce,  52S. 
Mud,  Island,  lease  of,  139,  142.     Con- 
dition of;  198,  404,  660,  562.    Bcport, 

686,  617. 
Muhlenberg,  Gen.  Peter,  resigns  as  Coss- 

miasioner    to   Luzerne   eounty,   136. 

Successor  elected,  160.     Elected  Vke 

President,  207. 
Murders  in  Washington  county,  XW. 
Muskingum,  severe  cold  at,  244. 
Mustard,  memorial  from  PliIladelpihiB» 

684. 

N. 

NeKToes  captured  by  British,  76.  A 
slave  claimed,  249,  266. 

Negro,  slave,  letter  V.  P.  MnUenVrg 
to  Gov.  Randolph  respecting,  249, 
256.  Judges  of  Supreme  Govt.  667. 
A  free,  demanded  of  LouisiaBa.  667. 

Nesbitt,  John  M.,  letter  to  mfiihaMfs 
on  war  with  Algiers,  522. 

Nescopec  Creek,  Koad  to  Lehigh  pro- 
posed, 133.  To  S.  Owen,  6^,643, 
669. 

Netherlands,  United,  attack  oa  Maii>o!s 
and  Longschamps,  468,  470,  475, 477, 
479,  480. 

New  Hampshire,  acts  to  comply  with 
requisitions,  1 6,  23.  Depntiea  to  Con- 
ventlon  in  Philadelphia,  113. 

New  Jersey,  acts  to  comply  with  requi- 
sitions, 16,  23.  Ground  for  hoMou 
at  Cape  May,  98.  Captnro  ef  T. 
Pickering,  827.  To  QoTcnior.  S20. 
335, 338.  C.  J.  Brearly,  on  demand  of 
prisoners,  Ac,  648.  Governor  aAs  for 
a  Counterfoiter,  661. 

New  York,  acts  to  comply  with  refuisi- 
tions,  16,  23.  Division  line,  126,  144. 
156,  178,  187.  Complete,  214,  21ft. 
And  Wyoming  affairs,  196,  Iff.  Ex« 
tract  from  deed  of  eeaeion  of  Erie, 
809.  To  Governor  on  amei  of  T. 
Pickering,  826,  836,  888.  C.  J.  Mor- 
ris issues  a  warrant  agminat  Wyoming 
insurgents,  340,  341.  Suppttee  for 
prisoners  at,  [1782]  4»6.  ~~ 
622,  526. 

Nicholason,  Joseph,  Indian  ] 
742. 

Nicholson,  John,  letters,  S3,  S4,  M.  M. 
139,  142,  198,  228,  249.  268,  S28.  4d4. 
635,  69.%  696.  702,  728,  739,  742. 747. 
Buys  depreciation  lota,  doomka  rt^ 
epecting  them,  702. 

Nicola,  Lewis,  respecting  eonditien  of 
Jail,  636.  LiM  of  prisoners  in  the 
workhouse,  648. 
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Northampton)  <K>«nty  Ux68,  6M.  Diy 
lands,  644,  647>  651.  Nosoopeo  road, 
685,  643,  660. 

Northern  Boondary,  estimate  of  noees- 
sary  stores  for  1787,  104.  Letter 
A.  SUioott,  134. 

North  Carolina,  acts  to  comply  with 
reqaisitions,  17, '23.  €h>T.  Caswell 
sends  acts  for  delegates  to  conyention, 
116.  Proposes  amendments  to  Con- 
stitntion  United  States,  674.  Act  ap- 
pointing delegates  to  Conyention  in 
Philadelphia,  117.  Cession  to  United 
States  of  Western  territory  accepted, 
681.  Cession  of  lands  to  United 
States,  688. 

Northumberland  county,  claim  for  for- 
feited land  in,  58.  Letter  from  L. 
Keene,  Prothonotary  of,  111.  Re- 
cording of  deeds,  123.  Returns  of 
offioerfi,  416.  Pension  of  Widow 
Heroer,  677.    Lidians  in,  710. 


Oaths,  act  of  Congress  respecting,  600. 

Officers  of  Philadelphia  Militia  invite 
Qovemor,  Ac,  to  attend  review,  57. 
Instructions  to,  in  Luxeme  county, 
204.  Rank  of,  240.  In  Lnzeme 
county,  300.  Returns  of,  elected  in 
Philadelphia,  under  militia  law,  302, 
378, 561.  Returns  of  Luxerne  county, 
384.  Of  Westmoreland  Co.,  402.  Of 
Northumberland   county,   416. 

O'Hara,  James,  claims  for  pay,  58,  228; 

Ohio  River,  snrrey  of  Islands  in,  583. 

Opinion  of  W.  Bradford,  (A.  G.)  on 
case  of  James  O'Haras'  claim,  58.  Of 
Judges,  McKeaa  and  Bryan  on 
depreciation  of  pay,  120.  Of  Att'y 
Gen'l  on  appeals,  122.  On  claim  of 
Cbas.  Sims  to  Lands,  162.  Of 
Judges,  Ac,  on  a  point  submitted  by 
Att'y  Qeni,  233-234.  On  Citizen- 
ship,  260.  On  Admiralty  case,  383. 
Of  Judges  on  a  ca«e  of  Murder,  560. 
W.  Bradford,  on  Health  OfiRce  fees, 
619.  On  Weights  and  Measures, 
734. 

Ordinance,  for  Qoremment  of  N.  W. 
Territory,  162-168,  604. 

Otfterhout,  Gideon,  Petition,  553. 

Oswald,  Eleaser,  Trial  for  contempt  of 
Courty  Ao.f  348,  And'w  Brown  tb., 
340. 

Owen,  Ryan,  instmetions  U>,  on  Nes- 
copeo  Road,  585. 


P. 

Parks,  Dayid,  Conyictloa  of,  419. 

Patterson,  Alex'r,  Letter  to,  (1786,)  on 
arms  sent  to  Fisbkill,  457. 

Pennell,  Joseph,  aooonnte,  506. 

Pensions,  624,  679. 

Pensioners,  payment  of,  545.  List  of, 
sent  to  War  Offioe,  645,  729.  Pen- 
sions, 728,  729,  730,  731. 

PailN8TL7AKIA. 

AeU  to  comply  with  requisitions,  17y 
23.  Appoints  commissioners  to  oom- 
mercial  conyention,  60,  61,  Her  pro- 
sent  system.  62.  Requisitions  on, 
74.  Inland  Navigation,  25,  37,  77. 
Report  of  Treasury  on  claim  of,  79, 
82,  87,  234,  235.  Connecticut  pro- 
posed session  of  Lands  W.  of,  6, 
107.  Boundaries,  140,  169,  187, 
214,  216,  310,  497,  499,  601,  507, 
522.  Accounts  between,  and  U.  8., 
146.  Troops  in  service  of  U.  S., 
174,  175.  Requisitions,  198,  214. 
North  line  compleated,  214.  Amovnt 
of  Claim  against  U.'  S.,  234,  235. 
DescripUon  of  lands  around  Erie, 
by  Porter,  Armstrong  and  RUieott, 
241,  243.  ReepectlDg  the  flaaooe*, 
258.  Authority  of  Conncil  to  pur 
ehase  Erie,  313. 

Respecting  Brie,  203,  237,  241,  245, 
247,  251,  252,  308,  309,  310,  313. 
Righte  of  State  supposed  to  bo  in- 
fringed by  British  Consul,  375.  Let- 
ter from  P.  Bond  on,  381.  Opinion 
of  judges  on,  883.  Campbell's  and 
Simpson's  claims,  501.  Boundary 
with  New  York,  522,526.  Commercial 
Regulations  proposed  by  Virginia,' 
523^526.  Resolutions  in  Assembly 
to  call  State  Convention,  565.  Re- 
specting survey  of  Erie  Lands,  566. 
Subscribers  to  Soo.  for  Enconraging 
Cotton  Manufaotures,  569.  Com- 
mittee of  Congress,  ask  information 
on  imposts,  583.  Answer  to,  585. 
Congress  calls  for  statement  of  public 
debts,  613,  638.  C.  Vebiger  elected 
Treasurer,  638.  Cession  of  lands 
from  N.  Carolina  to  U.  S.,  681,  688. 
Acoounto  between  U.  S.  and,  696. 
Return  of  Militery  stores  in,  699. 
Benj'n  Franklin  leaves  his  portrait, 
by  Martin,  to  Executive  Conneil, 
701.  They  accept  of  it,  701.  Chas. 
Petti t  app'd  to  settle  acoonnts  with 
U.  S.,  708.  Asks  of  Connecticnt  aid 
in  arresting  a  fugitive  debtor,  73. 
Opinion  of  Att'y  Gen.,  787. 
Penns.  Invalid  Guards,  Philadelphia, 
returns  of  418. 
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Perkin,  Joseph,  r«tani  of  armsi  Ao., 
238. 

Pest  House,  Letter  from  Health  Ofleer, 
737. 

Peters,  Rlobftrd,  on  Tarnpikes,  385, 572. 
On  Trial  of  Jad^es,  636. 

Petitions,  respecting  aeknowledg. 
ment  of  deeds,  136.  Of  Thomas 
Lloyd  to  print  debates,  213.  John 
Brown,  264.  John  Jnngman,  288, 
804.  or  Qaakers  against  Theatres, 
342.  Stephen  Jenkins,  687.  Gideon 
Osterhon^  553.  Universitj  of  Penn. 
fljlvania  ask  for  nse  of  State- 
House  Bell,  619.  Granted,  614. 
Robt.  Loller,  619.  Northampton  Co. 
on  Nesoopeo  Road,  669.  From 
Westmoreland  Co.,  on  Exoise  on 
Li<iuor8,  676.  Mustard  in  Philad'a, 
684.  Thomas  Martin,  Lands,  697. 
Indian  Prisoners,  712. 

Pettit,  Charles,  Letters,  37,  41,  87, 106, 
266,  456.  Respeetlng  his  pay  as 
Member,  266.  Instraotions  and  ap- 
pointment  as  Agent  to  settle  aooouats 
with  U.  8.,  708. 
PHiLAniLPBiA. — Memorial  of  Light 
Infantry  to,  offer  of  serTiee,  86. 
Franklin  and  Jenkins,  agents  from 
Wyoming,  arriTS,  62.  Offloers  of 
Militia,  inrite  Gov'r  to  attend  a  re- 
Tiew,  57, 78.  J.  Franklin's  report  of 
Prooeedings  in,  67.  Wardens  pur- 
chase ground  at  Cape  May  for 
Beaoon,  98.  R.  E.  Pine,  paints  por- 
traits  in  Assembly  room,  95.  Danger 
to  Piers,  at  Mareus  Hook,  from 
Spanish  frigate,  99-'102.  Mercantile 
Society  thank  Council  for  Committee 
Room,  103.  Act  of  North  Carolina 
appointing  Delegates  to  Convention, 
117.  Do.  New  Hampshire,  123. 
The  "  Evening  Chronicle" established, 
126.  Mal^ew  Irwin,  Reeorder,  ap- 
pointed Jnstiee  of  Common  Pleas, 
136.  Power  of  Reoorders  to  ac- 
knowledge deeds,  136.  Phineas 
Bond,  British  Consul,  145.  Larger 
Powder  Magasine  required,  202. 
Militia  Artillery  Stores  in,  ?57. 
opinion  of  C.  J.  MoKean  on  Powder 
Magasine,  276,  288,  546.  Returns  of 
Officers  elected  under  MiHtia  Laws, 
302,  878,  561.  Wardens  interfered 
with  by  British  Consul,  375,  381. 
Opinion  of  Judges  on,  383.  Resolu- 
tion of  Assembly  to  purchase  a  Pow- 
der  Magaiine,  893,  546.  Contested 
election  of  a  Sheriff,  James  Ash 
eleeted,  410.  Returns  of  Invalid 
Guards,  418.  Jon'a  B.  Smith  resigns 
as  firothonotary,  488.  Lawyers  re- 
commend Jas.  Biddle  for  prothono- 


tary,  428.    Attack  oa  M« 
by  LongselMmpa,  461>49S,  Danagfc 
Lots,  Sale  of,  506,  589, 590.    ' 
mal    Oonrealioa   piop«ed  ai^ 
L.    Nioota,    on    eondition    of 
prison,   536.    EzpenM   of  _ 

publio  buildings,  543,  575.     liepniis 
of   State   Houses   558..    Febager   ra. 
signs  as  auetionear,  563.     Rosier 
Gen*l  opens  office  in   Stata   Hmms^ 
569,  570.    Burial  ground  for  atias- 
gers,   670,    571.    Menftorial  oi  Con- 
troller, on  City  Lots,  571,  588»  590. 
Of  Reeeirer  Gen'l  do.,  57S.    JaoiM 
Read,   Flour  inspector,   57S.     tam^ 
nage  duties,  594.    Tavern  T  iriwani, 
604.    Error  in  warrante  of  Germaa 
Lutheran  Cong'n,  607.     Reg:QlatioB 
of  water  courses  m  South  wark,  61L 
Commissioners  to  examine  Delawaiw 
River,  622.  Prisoners'in  workrho«M, 
648.    Trees  for  State  Houae  Yard, 
674.  Inspector  of  Pot  and  Pearl  aah, 
679.    John  Chaloner  appointed  aao- 
tioneer,    680.      Powder     M^ca-V% 
682.      Mem<mal   on    Miutaxd,  665. 
Of    Wm.     Sample,    Sub.    Lt.,    687. 
Solitary  cells  in  Jail  to  be  erected, 

706.  Greek,    Indian     Chiefs    visi^ 

707,  711.  Daily  Advertiser  estob- 
lished  by  B.  F.  Bache,  713.  District 
Court,  U.  S.  to  sit  in  Philad'a,  723L 
Complanter,  and  Stiff-knee  arrive, 
733.  Committee  Boom  in  State 
House  739.  Indians  going  Hoiae, 
740.  City  Lots.  742.  University 
corner-stone  laid,  742.  Prenck 
Emigrants  to  Scioto,  748.  ^«a. 
dent's  arrival  to  be  eelebrated,  763L 

Philadelphia  Company  for  pronwlis^g 
manufaotores,  4e.,  propooe  a  rnid, 
428. 

Philadelphia  County  CommiaiiaBcri  to 
erect  cells,  706. 

Pickering,  Timothy,  appointed  Regis- 
tor,  Ac,  in  Luzerne,  84.  LettMS 
to  and  from,  133,  135,  159,  176^  177, 
179,  180,  205,  208,  256.  281,  39i5, 
296,  312,  346,  853,  359,  363,  365^  39f, 
424,  541.  Capture  of,  326.  Ptoelama- 
tion,  329.  Certificates,  Ac,  respect- 
ing,  551—555.  On  roadi^  133,  135. 
To  be  advised  with,  respecting  Praak. 
lin,  1 89.  Militia  officers  and  jusdeaa, 
at  Wyoming,  312.  Proclamatioa,  te 
arrest  persons,  329.  Letlers,  to  Gov. 
N.  Y.  and  N.  J.,  respecting,  33S.  De. 
positions,  respecting,  345,  358,  37U 
Restored  to  liberty,  captors,  S4d,  SS3, 
863,  899,  552.  Views,  reepeetiBg  eld 
settlers,  Ac,  353.  Applies  as  Sar- 
veyor,  Gen.,  630. 
Pinokney,  Gov.  Thos.,  of  8.  C,  i 
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545. 

Pine  Creek.  ladfam  maiden  on,  70i^» 
710,  714. 

Pine,  R.  B.,  painte  portndte  of  Revolii- 
tionaiy  heroee,  95. 

PittebiRg,  road  ta»  proposed,  70.  Serere 
eold  at»  244.  Lands,  oppoeite  to,  de- 
.  scribed,  244.  Timber  on,  500,  601. 
Road,  from  Bedford  to,  6.00,  84$. 

Porter,  Col.  Andrew,  on  boundary,  2<t, 
60,  156,  178,  215,  241.  CommiBsion- 
er,  502.  N.  line  .eomplete,  214.  De- 
seribee  Brie  lands,  242. 

Postage,  franking  privilege,  142. 

Pot  and  pearl  ash,  Inspeotor,  670. 

Potter,  Gen.  James,  death  of,  660. 

Potter,  Jamesy  appointed  Sanreyor,  661, 
663. 

Powder,  for  eelebrating  President's  ar- 
rival, 763» 

Powder  Magazine,  too  small  for  all  the 
powder,  202.-  Advice  asked  of  C.  J. 
'  McKean,  276.  Opinion,  283.  De- 
soribed,  546.  Powder  Magasine  at 
Philadelphia,  to  be  purchased,  303, 
682. 

Powel,  Saml.  (Prest.  of  Phila.,  Agri- 
cultaral  Society,)  information  re- 
quested on  Hessian  fly,  527,  384,  385. 

President  and  V.  President  election  of, 
635. 

Proclamations,  of  Massachusetts  for  ar- 
rest of  Daniel  Shays,  Ao.,  119.  On 
arrest  of  Col.  Pickering,  329. 

Proctor,  Gen.  Thomas,  proposes  cele- 
bration of  President  Washington's 
birth  day,  664.  Indian  murders,  719. 
Respecting  Indians,  740,  741, 

Prisoners,  at  N.  Y.,  supplies  for  (1782,) 
495.  In  workhouse,  Phila.,  648, 
Letter,  Gen.  Washington  respecting. 
(1782,)  496. 

Prothonotaries,  circular  to,  691. 

Prothonotary  of  Sup.  Court,  765. 

Prussia,  treaty  with,  5-14.  Rights  of 
eonscienoe,  worship  and  burial  secured 
by,  to  U.  S.,  8. 

Public  records,  report  on  securing,  545. 


Quakers,  petition  against  tbeatres>  342. 


Rain,  deluges  Luseme  Co.,  85. 

Randolph,  Beverly.  Gov.  of  Va.,  call  of 
a  conventiem,  557.    Indians,  600. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  Gov.  Va.,  memo- 
rial of  Chas.  Simms,  115, 116.    Rew- 


IntloM  of  Va.,  212.  RMp6««iiig  a 
Negro  slave  claimed,  249,  266.  Laws 
requested,  284.  Laws — Joseph,  Elam, 
290.  Commercial  regulations,  (1786,) 
523,  (1784,)  525. 

Read,  James,  Flour  Intpeetor,  573. 

Reading,  a  justice  of  peace  required, 
63.  Election  of  Burgessee,  276.  Re* 
eommendation  of  J.  Deimer  as  Jndge, 
597. 

Recetver^  Gsaeral,  islands  in  Ohio,  667* 
Report,  750. 

Record  of  eourt  against  Eilbom  anA 
Parks,  419.  A.  EUbom,  646.  8. 
Miles,  547. 

Records,  report  on  seenring,  pnblio,  575. 

Recorders  to  have  power  to  aeknow« 
ledge  deeds,  136. 

Recruitings  ordered  by  Secretary  of  War 
555. 

Redick,  David,  account  of  Indian  mar* 
ders,  149.  Intelligence  from  N.  Y,, 
197,  339.  Elected  Vioe  President^ 
411.  Describes  lands  opposite  Pitts- 
burg, 244.  Asks  letters  from  Got. 
Clinton,  of  J.  Franklin  and  Dr. 
Hamilton,  412.  Hamilton  and  Ben- 
ton,  (1787,)  459.    Justices,  592. 

Reed,  Lt.  Samuel,  operations  at  Wyo- 
ming, 435. 

Register  General  appointed,  568.  Openf 
office  in  State  House,  569.  Appointa 
Thomas  Smith,  clerk,  570.  Order, 
571.  To  Comptroller  Gen.,  693, 
696.   Report  on  finances,  723. 

Reid,  James  R.,  delegate  in  Congress, 
308.     Pay  as  member,  280. 

Religious  liberty  and  rights  secured  by 
treaty  between  U.  6.  and  Prussia,  8. 

Reports,  of  Treasuiy,  15.  On  West 
boundary,  69,  308.  On  commerce, 
75.  On  cession  of  lands  by  Con- 
necticut, 107.  Proceedings  of  land* 
holders,  at  Wyoming,  246.  To  As- 
sembly on  Erie,  252.  '  Of  Attor.  Gen. 
on  citizenship,  259,  260.  Report, 
to  Congress  on  letter  of  Com- 
missioners of  Va.,  317.  Of  Counoil 
on  Lake  Erie,  389.  Of  oommission- 
ers  on  boundary  between  N.  York 
and  Penna.,  522,  526.  Of  council  to 
General  Assembly,  on  purchase  of 
Brie,  528.  On  claim  of  Wm.  Hamil* 
ton,  535.  On  securing  public  re- 
cords, 544, 575.  On  rewards  of  Cap- 
tort,  554, 577.  On  J.  Adhim's  letter  on 
surveys.  Comptroller  Gen.,  on 
accounts,  587-582,  590.  On  Mud 
Island  accounts,  586,  617.  On  ao- 
counts  of  Gen.  Gibson  and  Butler, 
588,  On  attorney's  fees,  647.  On 
accounts,  695.  Health  officer,  747, 
Of  aoctioneers,  748, 755,!^61. 
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of  IMlB,  74S.  R«6«fyerQ(eA«  7fO.C<nii. 
■liwioners  Tiewnif  riven,  76 1 .  Flour 
iiiipefltor,  756.  Secretary  of  land 
office,  757.  Svrejor  Oen.,  768.  Of 
treaanrer,  758.  Register  Geaeral, 
763.  Protboikotftry  of  Sap.  Court, 
766.   Meaaarer  of  grain  and  salt,  766. 

Bapreaentatton  in  Congress,  state  of 
123,  182,  168, 176»  180,  314,  268,  276, 
298. 

BdqoiaHloiia  by  Congresi  on  the  Stetes, 
15,  28,  30,  73,  198. 

Besolntiotts  of  Assembly,  84,  207,  211, 

.  252,  393, 896,  898,  M6,  628, 664,  666, 
614, 635,  636,  665,  669,  682. 

Resolutions  of  Aasettbly  of  Md.,  77. 

Resolations  of  Congress,  38,  50,  64,  7S> 
74,  75,  128,  129,  141,  142,  282,  316, 
862,  387,  666,  682,  686, 612,  618, 6I6» 
665,  677. 

Resolutions  of  Conneil  of  Ta.,  291. 

ResokitionB  of  EiecntiTe  Council,  on 
purchase  of  Rrle,  818.  Lake  Srie 
relinquished  by  oongress,  887.    Pow- 

.  der  Magazine,  893.  Purchase  of  Brie, 
895.    Respite  of   Doans,   398.     Ao* 

•  eoants,  466.  Commissioners  to  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  623.  Call  of 
State  oonTe&lion,  664.  Sale  of  Erie 
lands,  566. 

Resolutions  of  Wyoming  settlers,  83.  ' 

Rheiner,  John,  forfeiture  of  flour  to  D. 
Niess,  submitted  to  Judges,  278. 

Rhode  Island,  act  to  comply  with  re- 
quisitions, 16,  23.  Act  to  establish 
judicial  courts,  U.  S.  in,  707. 

Rinker,  James,  respecting  the  disposi- 
tion of  Indians,  207. 

Rittenhouse,  Benjamin,  appointed  oom- 
missioner,  to  examine  6«haylkill,  628. 

Rittenhonse,  David,  treasurer,  on  taxes, 
837.   Indemnifying  bond,  743. 

RiTors,  examination  of,  681,  688,  690, 
694,  756. 

Roads,  proposed,  Ac,  70,  91,  131,  183, 
186,  143,  149,  186,  262,  660,  643,  666, 
726. 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  respecting  ozeen- 
tion  of  John  Brown,  279. 

Robins,  Ezekiel,  supplies  for  prisoners, 
at  N.  Y.,  (1782,)  495. 

Robinson,  John,  Indian  murders,  719. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Thomas,  on  Indian 
outrage,  432. 

Rolls,  Master  of,  Report,  748. 

Rosborough,  Rev.  John,  killed  at' Tren- 
ton, his  family  recommended  by  coun- 
cil for  pay,  272. 

Ross,  Alexander,  sells  lands  to  Charles 
Sims,  Virginia  titles,  160. 

Ross,  George,  elected  V.  President,  411. 

Ross,  Lieut  James,  order  on,  for  anas, 
(1787,)  458. 


Row,  Wffliaa,  Mtaa  for  eftpiton  «f  T. 

Pickering, 
Rash,  Dr.  Bei^jSBin,  Diekinaea  GoBeige, 

427,  540,  578. 
Russia,  war  with  Turkey,  36S. 
Ruston,   Dr.   TbomaS)   elaims  sea*  in 

eottncil,   for    Chester    Co.,  683.     C. 

Willing  declared  In  poseeasioa.  CSK. 
I^erson,  Thomas,  defenoe  ft|;aiD8t  Li- 

dians,  667. 


St  Ckar,  Oenl.  Arthar,  asks  time  on 
payment  of  auctioB  duties,  12T.  Ad- 
vaneed,  sneessor  apf»ointed,  129. 
Wyoming,  189.  Attaek^h  Fort  Har- 
mar  by  Indians,  892.  Letter  from, 
629.  To  Oen.  Butler  on  IndiaBi,  746, 
Ask  Troops  for  West  Territory,  Tit. 

Salaries  of  public  officers  of  U.  &,  129, 
615. 

Satterlee,  Benedlet,  depeeitioe,  M4. 
Commitment,  848.    In  gmiA,  347. 

Scbott,  John,  P.,  raising  a  troop  of  light 
Dragoons,  297,  298,  397.  Ceniu^ 
393,  394.    Troops,  Ac,  663. 

Schuylkill  River,  commisaioneia  to  ex- 
amine, 623,  677. 

Schuylkill  falls,  observationa  oa,  hj 
John  C.  Stroebel,  651. 

Schuylkill  Rirer,  cTaminatfoa  o^  6T7, 
694. 

Scott,  Thomas,  in  behalf  of  WashiAgt'oa 
Academy,  215.  On  his  way  to  Coa- 
gress,  568. 

Soa,  letters  granted  by  Congress  ta  Tas- 
sels, 239. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  affalrt^  74»  202; 
293,  411,  599. 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  655,  663. 

Sellers,  John,  resigns  aa  commiaiaasr 
on  Schuylkill,  623. 

Semple,  William,  Sub.  Lt  of  FhOada,, 
memorial.  687. 

Shaw,  William,  109. 

Shays,  Daniel,  proclamation  of  Maas^ 
chusetts  to  arrest,  Ac,  119. 

Shippen,  Edward,  resigns  as  Jostieeb  9L 

Shippensbnrg,  Road  to  Clarke's  Gaf» 

148* 
Sims,    Charles,    memorial    respcedaf 

lands  under  Virginia  title,  IM.   O^Oh- 

ion  of  W.  Bradford  Jr.,  162. 

to  Vice  President,  169. 
Six  nntions  of  Tndlsas, 

purchase  of  lands  from  the.  by  Qoi^ 

Butler  and  Gibson,  629>$S3. 
Skinner,  John,  proposes  a  ixMid,  •!,  Wl, 

148,15a. 
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8nHhy   Ckmiiy  depwitton  tm/pt^g 

Wjoiaing,  371 
Smith,   Joo'a  B.,  resigni  m  proUkon- 

otary  of  Philadelphia,  423. 
Smith,  Thomas,  Loan  ofiioer,  38,  34. 
Smith,    Thomas,   Dunean,    account  of 

distarbanoM  in  HontingdoDi  305-307. 
Smith,  William,  deposition  respecting 

J.  P.  Schott's   Company,  893,   394. 

Memorial  of.  Ac,  400. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Hooker,  letters,  45,  102, 

104,  105,  108. 
Smith,  Wm.,  Moore,  respecting  ezeon- 

tion  of  John  Brown,  277. 
Soliury    Cells  in  Philadelphia  to  he 

erected,  706. 
South  Carolina,    act  to  comply   with 

requisitions,  17,  23. 
South  Carolina,  Governor  applied  to  for 

public  papers  as  eyidence,  545. 
Spanish   Frigate  at  Marcus  Hook  in 

danger  from  ice,  correspondence  with 

Commr.  Lianes,  99-102. 
Sprague,  Joseph,  on  Wyoming  affairs, 

93. 
Stanwiz  Fort,  purchase  of  land  at,  508. 
State  Island,  repairs  wanted,  286. 
State  House  repairs,  568.    Trees  for, 

675. 
Snllivan,  Pres%  Jehu,  of  N.  H.,  dele- 

gates  to  oonvention  in  Philada,  122. 
Steaben,  Fred.,  Wm.,  De,  aoeounts  set- 
tled, 706. 
Signals  agreed  upon  with  Morocco,  171. 
Stiffknee,  Indian  Chief,  arrives  in  Phil- 

adelphia^  733. 
Stiles.  Joseph,   powder  magazine   too 

small,  202.    Desoribes  it,  546. 
Strangers,  Burial  ground  reserved  in 

Philada.  571,  570. 
Stroebel,  Jno.,  C,  on  SchnylkiU  falls, 

651. 
Strong,  Capt,  Solomon,  108. 
Sullivan  and  Carberry,  mutiny,  27. 
Supreme  Court,   proth'rs  Report,  765. 
SiTPRKMB  ExECtTTiTB  CouwciL,  Letters 

to   and    iVom. — Adlum,    John,    576, 

629.   Agricun  Society,  527,  384,  385. 

Anstey,  John,  148.   Armstrong,  John, 

Jr.,   137,   467.    Brig.    QenM,  John, 

447.      Armstrong,    Wm.,   215,    242. 

Assembly,  87, 103, 187,  206, 396, 397, 

898»  402,  409,  529,  669,  678,  674^  675. 

Baehe,    BenJ'n    F.     713.       Baker, 

Hilary,  604.    Balliet,  Stephen,  177, 

179,     460.       Barclay,     John,     89. 

Bartholomew,  Bdw'd,  767.    Bayard, 

John,    28.      Biddle,    Clement^   236, 

573,  748.     Board  of  Treasury,   155. 

Board   of  War,  208,   240,  268,  281, 

291,  800,  534,  555,645,  685,  686,  707. 

Bond,  Phineas,  255,  881.    Bradford, 
.  Wnu,   Jr.,   Attfy   Geni,    122,    282, 


M4,  250,  960,  278,  flO,  416,  419,431, 
445,  446,  467.  Brearly,  David,  C.  J. 
1^.  J.,  548.  Brison,  James,  422,  624. 
Brodhead,  Daniel,  641,  661,  662,663, 
75&  Brown,  Andrew,  412.  Bryan, 
George,  (Judge,)  264,  283,  286. 
Bard,  Edward,  765.  Butler,  Lord, 
831.  Bntler,  Qen'l  Richard.  427, 
568,  591,  715.  Bntler,  Col.  Zebnlon, 
179,  192,  380,  351,  896,881,  414,459, 
676.  Buyers,  John,  Ac,  488,  440. 
Caldwell,  Sami,  89,  594.  Canan, 
CoL  John,  588.  Caswell,  Richard, 
Gov'r,  K.  C,  116.  Chaloner,  John, 
762.  Cherokee  Chiefs,  584.  Cherokee 
Indian  Woman,  181.  Clarkson, 
Matthew,  250.  Clinton,  George,  Gov., 
N.  Y.,  96,  187,  326,  335,  341,  412. 
Coats,  Lt  Col.  Wm.  273,  274.  Com- 
mander Lianes  of  Spanish  Frigate, 
101,  102.  CommVs  of  Commercial 
Convention,  60.  Comm'n  on  Conn. 
Claims,  159.  Comm'rs  to  Indians, 
503,  507,  508,  509,  510.  Commis. 
sioners  for  improving  Inland  naviga- 
tion, 77.  Comm'rs  of  Lnxeme  Co., 
304,  332,  Comm'rs  of  Northampton 
Co.,  603.  Comm'rs  on  Rivers,  622, 
634,  637,  681,  683,  690.  Comm'rs  of 
Taxes,  499.  Comm'rs  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  511.  Comm'rs  of 
West  Boundary,  26,  52,  69,  178. 
Committee  of  Assembly,  103,  547. 
Committee,  Ways  and  Means,  Con- 
gress,  285,  545.  Committee  of 
Congress,  583,  585.  Congress,  4,  50, 
51,  56,  76,  71,  79,  121,  122,  128,  143, 
146,  168,  171,173,  180,  191,  214,  239, 
285, 293,  311,  314,  823,  839,  853,  875, 
367, 432,  543,  562.  County  Comm'rs, 
593.  Cowperthwaite,  Joseph,  380. 
Coze,  Tench,  5  9,542.  Craig,  Lt  Col., 
John,  196,  236,  305.  Craig.  Thomas, 
276.  Crawford,  Bdward,  690.  Cnn- 
ingham,  J.,  263.  Gurwen,  John,  572. 
Dale^  Sam'l  66.  Davis,  Benj'n, 
Jr.,  766.  Delany,  Sharp,  259,  602. 
Delegates  to  Congress,  4,  27,  87,  87, 
106,  188,  207,  237,  251,  252,  266,  280, 
308,  342,  351,  352,  364,  373,  382, 383, 
408,  433,  456,457,  460,504,  505,  537. 
Denison,  Nathan,  212, 327.  Donghiss, 
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Dr.  Beiy.  Executors,  701.  Franklin, 
John,  14,  52^  94,  111,  175,  182,  183, 
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Of  Oonneotic'nt,  238,  409,  447,  451. 
Of  Georgia,  96.  Of  Maryland,  57. 
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Jersey,  93,  550.  Of  New  York,  96, 
125,  187.  Of  North  Carolina,  116. 
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115,  116,  212,  256,284,  290,  497,  501, 
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Alex.,  Secretary  Treasury,  638,  641, 
654,  663,  664.  Hancock,  Got.  John, 
of  Massachusetts,  272.  Harmar,  Lt. 
Col.,  Josiah,  173,  217,  270,  286,  325, 
391.  Harrison,  Governor,  Be^j'n,  of 
Virginia,  497,  (1783.)  499,  501, 
507.  Hartley,  Col.,  Thomas,  156. 
Hellestedt.  Chas.,  (Swe.  Cons,)  265, 
Hiester,  Daniel,  Jr.,  607.  Hodgdon, 
Samuel,  874, 379.  Hopkinson,  Fra's, 
63,  77.  125.  375,  634.  Hooer,  Sam'l, 
47,  102.  Hubley,  Adam,  756.  Hub- 
ley,  Lt.  Bernard,  709,  71 ».  Huff- 
nagle,  Michael,  500.  Huntington, 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  238,  409 
414. 

Indian  prisoners,  712.  Ingels,  Geo., 
767.  Irvine,  Geni,  Wm.,  601,  612, 
613.  Irvine,  Matthew,  749. 
Jacks,  James,  .361.  Jay,  John,  171, 
202,  287,  29\  300,  411.  Jefferson, 
Thomas,  Bec'y  State.  679,  «88,  689, 
696,  700, 70S,  705,  706.  707,  708, 709, 
712,  713.  Jenkins,  John,  15,  62. 
Johnston,  Captain,  And'w,  167. 
Johnston,  Francis,  644,  760.  Jones, 
David,  58.  Judges  of  Supreme 
Court,  233,  261,  283,  295,  441,  442, 
S51.  472,  478,  484,  488,  4.  0,6<  1,  667. 
Justice  of  Berks  Co.,  286.  Justices 
of  Franklin  Co.,  316.  Justices  of 
Northampton  Co.,  273. 
Keene,  Lawr.,  141.  Kemp,  CapL 
John,  497.  Kennedy,  David,  661, 
757.  Knox,  Gen.  H.,  (Sec'y  War), 
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295,  351-366,  661.  McLean,  Alex^ 
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Philadelphia,  103.  Mifflin,  John, 
647.  Milligaik,Itobeit,27.  Minister 
of  United  Netherland,  468,  470,  475, 
477,  479,  480.  Mlro,  Brig.  Geal, 
567.  Mitchol,  Joseph,  253.  Mont- 
gomery, Wm.,  35.  Moore,  Col.,  JasL, 
434-136-443.  Moore,  Tbomas.  90. 
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413.  Morris,  Robert,  505.  Mnhlea- 
berg,  Peter,  V.  P.,  231. 

Nesbitt,  Jobn^  Maxwell,  520.  Kicko^ 

son,  Joseph,  742.  Nicholsosi,  John, 
33,  34>  90,  139,  142,  198.  2S4.  249, 
269,  322,  404,  661,  580,  65dw  068,  702, 
731,  739,  743,  747.    l^ieoln,  Levis, 

536. 

Officers,  eommanding  in  Lnscrai, 
204.  Officers  of  Militia  of  Philad'a 
Co.,  57.    O'Hara,  James,  223,   Ovcb, 

Bvan,  585, 643. 

Patterson,  Alex.  457.  Peters.  Rich'd, 
835,  432,  572,  636.  Pettit,  Ikarles, 
28,  37,  41,  167,  266,  708.  Phtlad'a 
Agricultural  Society,  3S4-5.  527.  Fa., 
Company,  428.  Philadn  Connly 
Comm'rs,  706.  Pickering,  Timoikv, 
169,  177,  178,  179,  180,  208,  256, 2M. 
295,  296,  312,  346,  353,  369,  363, 265^ 
866,  399,  424,  641.  Pinekney.  Gev. 
Thomas,  South  Carolinn,  646.  Pise, 
R.  £.,  95.  Porter,  Col.,  And  w,  ld«, 
178,  214,  241-602.  Powel.  Saml. 
627, 384, 385.  Proctor.Thoa.,  (SiMnff.) 
469,  477,  664,  719,  740,  741,  741. 

Randolph.  Beverly,  Gor.  of  Tbglnia. 
667,  (1784.)  Randolph,  Edand, 
Gov.  Virginia,  116, 116,212.  240. 2»4. 
284,  290,  5;23,  626.  Rend.  Jamea. 
767.  Receiver  Gen'l,  667,  60<. 
Redick,  David,  149,  107,  244^  S2i^ 
410,469,  5t2.  Register  QettX  660, 
670,  722,  763.  Rittenbonae,  David, 
203,  337,  743.  Robins,  BsekieU  4*5. 
Robinson,  Capt^,  Thoa.,  432. 
James,  458.     Rnsh,  Dr. 
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W,  640,  578.  Riub,  Jacob,  (Jadg*;) 
29b.  Riuton,  Thomas,  632.  Kjer- 
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79,  80.  Trimble,  James,  679.  Trus. 
tees  of  Loan  Office,  170.  Trustees  of 
Washington  Academy,  216.  Turn- 
buU,  Wm.  623. 

University  of  Penns.,  613,  704,  742. 
Van  Campen,  John,  26.  Vandyke, 
Gov.  Nichs.  of  l>el.  33.  Vanghan, 
Sam.,  674. 

War,  Board  of,  208.  240,  268,  281, 
291,  300,  634,  665,  621,  624,  645,  686, 
686,  707,  711.  Wardens  of  PhUa., 
99,  101,  643.  Washington,  Gen. 
George,  406.  Washington,  Pres.  687, 
696,  699,  600,  601,  60  J,  ft04,  606,611, 
616,  61 6,  673.  Westbroek,  Abraham, 
47,  102.  Wilson,  James,  446,  463. 
Wilson,  WiUm.  192.  Will,  William, 
413.  WiUet,  Col.  Marinas,  711. 
Williamson,  Hon.  Hugh,  449. 
Zeigler,  Cap.  David,  284,  290,  801. 

Suireyor  Gen'Is  office,  32,  93,  660,  663., 

SarYoya  of  Erie,  John  Adlom  on,  670, 
Report  on,  677. 

Bosquehanna  Co.  meeting  and  resolu- 
tions respecting  lands  pnrohased  of 
natives,  114. 

Sosquebanna  River,  proeeediogs  at 
Lancaster  to  examine  and  clear,  608— 
611.  J.  Adlam  recommended,  ap- 
pointed, 021,  029.  Meeting  of  conn- 
ties  to  improve,  626-629.  Instruc- 
tlone  to  Commissioners,  636,  637,  682. 
Letters  from,  637,  694.  Examina- 
tion, 679,  694.  Estimate  of  expen- 
ses to  view,  694. 

Biraiue,  Francis,  (Sheriff)  explains  diffi^ 
•ulty  obarged  on  ftxeention  of  John 
Brown  in  Montfomeiy  Co.,  269. 


Swedish  CobsqI  advisee  of  Wer  between 
Russia  and  Turkey,  266,  292. 

Swedish  Envoy  sends  papers  on  bajrra- 
try  of  a  Captain  of  a  vessel,  296. 


Talbot,  Lieut.  Jeremiah, — election  of, 
.  troop  of  Light  horse  in  franklin,  Co., 
280. 

Tavern  Licenses,  604. 

Taxes,  Commrs.  of,  498,  693,  603. 

Telfair,  Bdwd.  Gov.  Georgia,  letter 
from,  96. 

Theatres,  Petition  of  Quakers  against, 
342. 

Thomas,  Joseph,— Doan's  Estate,  726. 

Tioga,  River,  towns,  on.  Caleb  Ben- 
ton to  Col.  John  Franklin,  176. 
Military  post  to  be  at,  369. 

Todd,  WUUam,  Islands  in  Western  Riv- 
ers, 646. 

Tonnage  duties,  699,  601. 

Torrenoe,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  military 
officers,  702. 

Traill,  Hon.  Robert,  letter  from,  288. 
Death  of  R.  Levers,  289 — ^resigns  in 
Council,  A  applies  for  his  place,  289. 
Prisoners  in  EastonJail,  (1784,)  446. 

Traitors,  Certified  list  of,  applied  for 
by  J.  Anstey,  a  British  Agent,  148. 

Treaaniy,  Board,  Letters  to  and  Arom, 
15,  64,  79,  86,  166,  382,  383,  663, 
664.  Report  to  Congress,  16,  60. 
Resolutions,  of  Congress,  respecting, 
64.    Reservations  at  Erie,  382. 

Treasury  department,  facts  respecting, 
649. 

Treaty,  infractions  with  G.  B.  72.  Com- 
mercial with  France,.  220-228. 

Trimble.  James, — widow  Mercer's  pen- 
sion, 677.     Variation  charts,  719. 

Turkey  and  Russia,  at  war,  265. 

Turnpikes,  Richd.  Peters,  on,  336.  Lan- 
caster, 672. 


United  States,  report  of  treasury  to 
Congress,  on  acts  passed  by  the 
States,  to  meet  the  requisitions,  16. 
Account  of  receipts  and  expenditnres, 
30.  Finances,  16,  23,  30,  33,  60,  86. 
Uniformity  of  com'cial  systems  in  the 
States,  proposed,  6 1 .  Requisitions,  73. 
Ordinance  for  settling  aecounts  be 
tween,  and  States,  146,  164,  817, 323 
Algiers,  war  between,  622.  State- 
ment of  quantity  and  value  of  Brie, 
686.  Amendments  to  constitution, 
proposed  by  N.  Carolina,  674.  Cen- 
sus, 670.    Accept  cession  of  Western 
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tonltofy  from  VoriJIi  0«roUii»,  681» 
688.  Aoeounto  with  PenMylrftBia, 
•98^  Gor.  of  Western  torritoiy,  70S. 
Goarto,  703.  Obarles  Petfeit,  appoint- 
ed to  settle  aecountd  between  Penna., 
and,  708. 
University  of  Penna.,  ask  for  use  of 
8tate  Hovse  boH,  now  meetings  at 
PhUiMopbieal  Society's  HaU,  618. 
Granted  by  Assembly,  614.  Invita- 
tions to  oooimenoement>  764.  711. 


Van  Campen,  John,  letter,  26. 

Vandyke,  Got.  Kieholasi  of  Dela.,  let- 
ter from,  33. 

Vaughan,  Samuel,  on  trees  for  State 
House  yard,  674. 

Virginia,  aet  to  eomply  with  requisition, 
17,  23.  Letter  from  land  offloers,  on 
claims  under  titles  of,  188, 160.  Me- 
morial of  Chas.  Simms,  160,  169. 
Letters,  Gov.  Randolph,  212,  284. 
Laws  requested,  284.  Proceedings 
of  eounoll  respecting  titles,  291.  Re- 
port to  congress,  on  letter  of  commis- 
sioners-of,  317^  Letters  to  and  Arom 
Gov.  Harrison,  (1783,)  on  boundaries, 
407,  499,  501,  507.  OampbeU  and 
Simpson's  claims,  501.  Copy  of  laws 
asked  for,  507.  And  Maryland  on  in- 
ternal navigation,  511.  Gommissie- 
ners  to  be  appointed  by  Penna.,  521. 
Act  of,  on  Commerce,  623"526. .  Let- 
ter to  Gov.  Randolph  on  ealling  con- 
vention, 557.  Arrival  of  Indian 
ohiefs  in,  606. 


War  with  Algiers,  522. 

War,  Board  of,  letters  to  and  from,  208, 
240,  268,  282,  290,  301,  531,  555,  621, 
6>4,  645,  685,  686,  728,  730. 

Wardens,  of  Philadelphia,  purchased 

Sound  for  beacon,  at  Gape  May,  93. 
uiger  to  piers,  at  Marens  Hook, 
from  Spanish  fHgate,  99.  Correspond- 
once  with  commander,  Ac,  99 — 102. 
Supposed  interference  of  British  Con- 
sul, with,  875.  Expense  of  watching 
pubtto  buildings,  543. 

Wairants  for  lands  in  new  purchase, 
number  of,  issued,  131. 

Warrant  against  Wyoming  Insorgentf^ 
840. 

Washington  Academy,  lands  for,  215. 

Washington  Co.,  Indiaa  murders  in, 
209.    Application  tnm,  for  defeaeo^ 


377.    Danger  firom  tniUaas,  688.    DT 

Tided,  640.  Indian  troubles  in,  673* 
675,  685,  636.  Seeretaiy  of  War  U 
Lieuts.  of,  686. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  to,  respect- 
ing prisoners  at  K.  T.,  (1782.)  4M. 

Washington,  Geoc^e»  Ptesident  U.  S^ 
circular  on  mode  of  conunmunieattoa 
with  executives,  587.  Sends  aoli, 
596,  599,  601,  602, 603.  604,  611,  615, 
616.     Celebration  of  birth-day,  661. 

Wasock,  Capt.  Strong's  town  at.  69. 

Weather,  very  severe  at  Moakiagam 
and  Pittsburg,  244 

Weights  and  Measurea^  opinion,  7S4. 

Westbroek,  Abm.,  letters,  47.  192. 

Western  boundary,  26,  52,  69,  71. 

Western  and  north-western  territofiy, 
sale  of  townships  in,  141.  Ordinaaee 
for  government  of,  162.  Ceded  by 
N.  Carolina,  681. 

Western  territory,  act  of  CongroH  re- 
specting, ."{32,  339.  Defence  of,  62L 
Act  of  Congress  for,  621.  715,  716. 

Westmorelanid  Co.,  returns  of  milttia 
officers,  402,  403.  And  mrmB,  494 
£xcise  on  liquors,  661.  Petitiaa 
from,  670. 

WiU,  William,  contests  eleetioB  of  Sba- 
riff,  Ash,  410,  413. 

Willet,  Col.  Marinus,  aocompaiues  Ib- 
dians,  to  Phila.,  707,  711. 

WUliamaon,  Hon.  Hugh,  on  lesaerial, 
Ac,  from  Cona.,  (1785,)  449. 

Wilson,  Hon.  James,  Wyomiii^  aSui 
in  Congress,  (17$9,)  453. 

Wilson,  Col.  William,  beam  of  ■■■■- 
nition  to  Wyoming,  103. 

Wistar,  Dr.  Caspar,  Jr.,  on  inapcclBr  of 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  679. 

Wykoff,  P.,  appointed  anetiomeer  fai 
place  of  Gen.  St  Clair,  1S8. 

Wyoming,  Letters,  ike.,  to  mm4  ftvoi 
CoL  John  Franklin,  3,  14»  46.  47,  »3, 
67,  84,  94,  111,  182,  238.  Letters  to 
and  fhnn  Joseph  Hamilton,  S.  67. 
84,  94,  182,  183.  Congreas  sn^pi 
cessions  of  Gonneetieat,  3,  107.  Pro- 
oeedings  in  rospoot^  Connoettert„  S, 
107.  Safety  of  agents  froin,  eo- 
cured,  15,  52.  Wm.  Hook«r,  S^ick, 
letters  to  and  fh>m,  1ft,  46,  lOt,  IM^ 
106,  198.  John,  Jenkins,  lottan  to 
and  ftt>m,  Ac,  15,  45,  62.  Jolm  Tsm 
Campen,  on,  26.  Meotiiig  ait  47. 
Montgomery,  Wm.,  on,  86,  168,  IIL 
Susquehanna  Co.,  45,  114  Wooa- 
broek  and  Haaer,  47.  Obad.,  Q«% 
48.  Franklin  and  Jenkins  in  PUla^ 
52,  67.  Instructions  to  SaobL  D^% 
66.  Notioeis8uedbyJ.FrMUiB.f7. 
Report  of  prooooding  of  F.  s«d  J.,  in. 
Phila.,  67.    Oap4  Iteoag'a 
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Waaock,  ft9.  ResoIrM  of  seia^n,  88, 
114.  T.  Pickering,  Register,  Ao,,  84. 
Deluge  in,  85.  Letter,  Jos.  Sprague, 
on  affairs  at,  93.  Dr.  Benton — Gapt. 
BQrtle,-townof  Patuam-Capt.  Strong, 
-Hagaboom  settlefVj  94.  Letter,  Gov. 
N.  Y.,  Ethan  Allen  and  S.  Strong,  96. 
W.  H.  Smith,  4^0.,  to  couAotI,  102.  Do. 
to  Jona.  Correy  and  Mr.  L.,  104.  A 
serioua  address  to  inhabitants,  by  W. 
H.  Smitbi  105.  W.  Montgomery  to 
Coancil  respecting  B.  All«n,  Oapt. 
Strong  and  Col.  Franklin,  <feo.,  108. 
Thomas  Grant,  to  council,  110.  Law- 
rence Keene  to  do,^  on  recognizances, 
111.  J.  Franklin  to  Wm.  Montgomery, 
111.  Meeting  of  proprietors  of  Sus- 
quehanna Co.  114.  Report  on  ces- 
sion, proposed  by  comm'r.  of  lands 
west  of  Penna.,  107.  List  of  land- 
holders, 124.  Letters  to  and  from  T. 
Pickering,  133,  135,  159,  178,  178, 
179,  180,  195,  205,  208,  256,  281,  295, 
296,  312,  359,  363,  365-371,  399,  424, 
541.  Roads,  133,  135.  Letter  from 
commissioners  on  Conn't.  claims,  159. 
Comm'rs.  elected,  160.  Letter,  Ben- 
ton to  John  Franklin,  on  Tioga  towns. 
175.  Council,  to  Pickering  and  Bal- 
liet,  179.  Instructions  to  Col.  John 
Craig,  to  take  Franklin,  189.  Let- 
ter from  delegates  in  Congress,  189. 
Arms,  Ac,  sent,  to,  192.  Disturb- 
ances at,  192.  Combination  of  set- 
tlers, 194.  Right  to  dispossess  in  a 
Federal  court,  194.  Respecting  T. 
Pickering,  in  letter  F.  Smith,  195. 
Instructions  to  officers,  204.  To  com- 
missioners, 205.  Council  ask  assem- 
bly to  apply  ta  Congress  for  men,  206, 
207.  Arms  for,  212.  Instructions  for 
N.  Denison,  212.  Letter,  Gore  and 
HoUenbach,  troops,  816.  Letter  to 
Got.  of  Connecticut,  238.  Report 
and  proceeding  of  landholders,  246. 
Courts  held  quietly,  256.  Bill  re- 
specting, introduced,  260.  Complaint 
against  justices,  281,  312.  Recogni- 
zance for  John  Franklin's  appear- 
ance, 295.  Letter,  L.  Myers,  respect- 
ing F.,  296.  Half-share  men  taking 
lands  at  Tioga,  296.  John  P.  Schott 
raising  a  troop,  297,  298.  Officerl  of 
light  dragoons,  in  Luzerne  Co.,  299. 
Commissioners  appointed  to  view 
lands  in,  304.  Election  of  militia 
officers,  312.  Justices,  313.  Letters 
to  Gov'rs.  of  N.  Y.  and  N.  J.,  on  cap- 
ture of  T.  Pickering,  826.  N.  Deni- 
son,  on  insurgents,  327.  Deposition 
of  A.  Ellicott  relative  to  T.  Picker- 
ing, 327.  Proclamation,  329.  John 
JeoLkins,  Ac,  329.  DireotionSi^  sh'ff, 


Mspeeting  Joho  FnnkUn,  830.  Z. 
Butler,  Ac,  to  Pres.,  riot»  332.  From 
eommrs,,  on  cai^ture  of,  T.  Pickering, 
332.  Letter  to  Gof.  of  N.  T.,  326, 
335.  N.  J.,  336,  338.  From  D.  Re- 
dick,  338.  Warrant  against  Insur- 
gento,  340,  345.  Depositions  of  Ira 
Manvil  and  B.  Satteriee,  for  capture 
of  T.  Piokering,  345,  347,  858,  868, 
399.  T.  Pickering  restored  to  libeHy, 
346.  Congress  applied  to  for  troops, 
350,  352,  853.  Letter  to  Z.  BuUer, 
commonding  offieers  of  goremment^ 
35L  Views  of  T.  Pickering  respect- 
ing old  settlers,  Ac,  368.  From  Zeb. 
Butler,  capture  of  rioters,  J.  Dudley 
wounded,  356,  849.  Roswell  Frank- 
lin  raises  a  party  to  arrest  rioters, 
859.  Letter,  T.  Pickering,  detailing 
oeonrrences,  859.  CapL  iU>88  wound- 
ed, 3  6L  Letter  «»f  v.  P.  Muhlenberg 
to  T.  Pickering,  on  release,  Ac,  363, 
364,  366.  Military  post,  at  Tioga,  to 
be  fixed,  369.  Deposition,  Garret 
Smith,  372.  Letters,  Z.  Butler,  elec- 
tion of  officers,  381,  414.  Memorial 
from  Luzerne,  for  division  of  land  as 
Conn,  claimants,  386.  Capt.  Schott's 
movements,  393,  394, 397.  Memorial 
of  Wm.  Smith,  400.  Claims  of  re- 
wards,  399,  402.  Gov.  Huntington, 
respecting  John  Franklin,  409,  414. 
Papers  respecting,  Ac,  415.  Convic- 
tion of  Kilborn  and  Parks,  419.  B.' A 
A.  Abbott,  420.  Zeb.  Cade,  421,  424. 
John  Franklin  sent  to  Phila.,  by  Capt 
Ross,  424.  Jno.  Jenkins  not  to  be 
favored,  425.  Various  documents 
respecting,  .  (1782)  to  (1788,)  431— 
461.  Wm.  Bradford,  at  Trenton, 
(1782,)  431.  R.  Peters  summoned,  to 
do,  (1782),  432.  Defence  from  In. 
dians,  432.  Lands,  address  by  Jen- 
kins, Ac,  (1784,)  434.  Letter  to  CoL 
J.  Moore  at,  withdrawal  of  arms,  Ac, 
from,  434.  Lieut  James  Reed,  at 
Abram's  plains,  (1784,)  435,  436. 
Letter,  J.  Buyers,  Ac,  439.  Pres.  D., 
writes  to  magistrates  at,  440.  To 
judges,  441,  442,  443.  Wilson  and 
Bradford,   on  private   right  of  soil, 

445,  446.    Prisoners  in  Easton  jail, 

446.  Dispatches  from  Gen.  Arm- 
strong, 447.  Gov.  of  Conn,  to  J. 
Franklin,  rights  of  settlers,  Ac,  447, 
451.  Letter,  Hugh  Williamson,  (1785,) 
on  Memorial  from  Conn,  claimants, 
449.  J.  Gardner,  respecting,  Ac,  451, 
Gov.  Conn,  to  Congress,  (1784,)  451. 
453.  James  Wilson,  (1785)  to  Pres.  D. 
453.  David  Mead  to  Do.,  (1785)  455. 
Delegates  to  do.,  (1785,)  arms,  Ac,  to 
Fishkill,  456.    Answer,   (1785,)  456. 
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